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MEN and women delegates from all

parte of theisland attepdad the
plenary session of the All-Ceylon
Tamil Congrésa held at the Colombo
Town Hall last Monday-.

The hall was packed to over-
flowing, Proceedings began with
the singing of the national song by
Balasangeetha Thilakam  Master
S Sethuknlasingham. The Fresi-
dent of the Congtess, Mr G. G
Ponnambalam was then garlanded

Dewan Bahador I. X Pereira,
chairman of the reception commit-
tee, we'comed the president and
delegates,

¢This meeting will live as a
historic one in the life of the Tamils
in Ceylon” he spid “The leaders
of the United Nations have already
commenced to draw up plans for
the [uture world in which Inen
and women in all canntries may be
able to lead a full life free fiom the
twin fears of want and exploitation
and I fruss that India and Ceylon
will occupy honoured places in the
New Wor'd Order,

“Ambng the people of Ceylon
Tamils, have a. special cause for
rejoicing as the United JNations are
arrayiog their might to drive back
Japanese aggression. Over a willion
and a half of Tamils are living in
occupied  territories of Borma,
Malaya, and Indo China separated
from their kith and kin in Ceylon
and India. We are anx’ously await~
ing the fime when they will Le
liberated from the oppressors and
contacts re established with their
dearest and nearest ones. :

“At such a fime when the whole
world is awaiting & pericd of re
construction the people of Ceylon
have been offered an opportunity
of shaping their future, Ceylon's
vital contribation to the war effort
has been acknowledged ard in re-
cognition and appreciation of this
contribution. she is going to have
certain conostitntional reforms, In
this war effort the Tamil workers
in the tea and rubber ectates have
made imwmense and most self less
contributions. They have worked
hard without remission even on
days of rest under conditions in
which the ebtzining cf the essential
food articles became much more
difficult than for any other cection
of the popu'aticn,

Main Purpose

¥The maig purpose of the All-
Ceylon Tamil Congress is to assmre
for Tami's full opportuaity to con=
tribute their best o the countty. In
this countty we have various coms
munities and 16 is onr object to
work with all progressive elements
in shaping & mode of government
and administration thed will per-
mit each end every community to
live in cecnrity and comtribule its
doe share towards the mnational
weal,

*The aims aud cbjects of this
‘Congress are directed for the ate
tainment of that objectives This
Congress believes that the peaceful
and full development of every come
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wupity is eseential for the all-
tound devalopment of Ceylon, This
Congress is not against any com-
munity or any person, Politics is
not its only purpose.

“Its other objects include the
preservation of the cultare, civiliza-
tion and traditions of cur anocient
Tamil commnunity, The heritage
that is ours is a sacred one and it
must be preserved. If is a trust
imposed on us by our forbeacs that
we shou!d enrich thab heritage and
pass it on fo posterity- A duty is
therefore cgst upon us, Tamils,
that we should enrich that heritags
and share it with the other com-
wmunitiez amidst whom we live so
that the: life and calture of the
gountry as a whole may bs rp'sed
and ennohied.

*1 am confident that yon will by
your united and enthusiastic sup-
port make this Congress a fitting
instrument to help us to fuffil euch
exalted oblizations, These objec-
tives are as integral @ part cf this
Congress as its political activities
It iz a great concolation that this
side of our activities cannot give
rise to any acvitnonious comtrover-
gled.

“In its political aims it is ©vo-
fortunate that the Congress haz
arcused opposition in  cerfain
quarte:s. We are he!ld out to be
anti thizs and anti-that. Oar ob-
jects and aims o fally set o' b in
our constitution are the best reply
to that eriticiem  We are here not
to waste our eubstance and energy
in destruective activities. This Con-
gress shall satisfy the most ardent
nationalist, the most outright de:
mocrat, the most stalwarf up-
holder of social justice and the
radical advocate of social upli't
But we oppose &ll pseudo-national-
iem that would impose on this
country the rule of one unchange-
able and fixed majoritye We are
opposed fo the continuance or ims
position of any eystem of Govern=
ment that permifs the exploitation
of racial feelings to grasp power
and the natural abuse of such
power, We welcome true nationa-
lism: We ore as eager as any one
else to have sell-government; in fact,
we are for Purana  Swarajlam that'
will essure equality of status and
opportunity to every community
inhabiting this country, Our fore=
most object is to work for and
achieve such Swarajiam,

Greatful Te Europeans

“Let us not, bowever father
leve'y evil that we see.in this coun.
try on our present rulers, It is not
the characteritic of the people of

the Hast to be u-ngrateful, You can

convince no one by proclaming and

| basis of democratic equslify and op,

and repeating  that when th®
Europeans reached Ceylon th:;“
country was better developed an™
the education more widespread o'
efficient than it istoday. We hav®
to be grateful ever to the Eurp
peons who brought tc us the bless-
ings or peace for over & cenbiry
and the use of much of the seien*s
fic knowledge and the adminisira-
tive ekill of the West, ;

*No doubt no couniry can’ grow
to 1ts fo'l statore without se'f-
governmenb, Good gevernment in
the words of a great British states
man and Prime Minister is no
substitute for self-government. It is
for us, irembers of all communi-
ties, to unife in formulating & unit-
ed demand for Swarajiam on the

pertunity for all communities. The
All-Ceylon Tamil Congress staods
pledged to secure a mode of repre-
zentafion in the legislature of the
country that wil on the one hand
prevent & racial acd communal
gaucus from sitting entrenched in
power and on the olher promote
congitions whick will facilitate mu-
tual nnderstanding and confidence
among the elected representatives of
the various communitiss « 15 is a
ba'avced distribation of strength
that will remove racial groups and
erzate parties basad on politics,

“Such is our aim and we con-
fidently appesl to all men of good-
will to support us and it should bs
our endenvour to broadcast this call
for co-operation fo he'p onr Lanka
on the road to Swarajism based on
democratic equality and equalify of
opportunity to all sections of the
population.

1t is needless for me to say here
that the Tamils and the people of
Ceylon as a whole are indebted to
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam to the
bold, persistent, capable and selfless
advceacy of @ mode of government
which will give o every community
its self-respect and equal opportunity
to contribute its besi to the rich
mosaic of this country, He has
stood for this ideal sgainst odds.
Mr, Ponnambalam is the pillar of
our peoples™hope, and the very em-
bediment of the aims, smbitions
end aspirations of the Tamil people
in Ceylon. He is the gpearhead of
our nationa! movement, No one is
wore fitted to guide this Congress to
its goal”

Mr, Ponnambalam

Mr G G, Ponnambalam, Presi.
dent of the Congress, said that he
drew inspiration from the sight he-
fore him, " His countrymen had
assembled there in large numbers

and he derived inspiration from that

faces, They belonged to & great race
ard the roof of that race bad now
been discovered at the foot of the
Himalayans. They were not going
to be serfs to foreign masters buk
settlers in their own land,

They had had independent king-
doms for many centuries and never
acknowledged foreign yoke until the
advent of Duteh and English mari-
time powers: They had supplied
spouses fo the Sinbalese Kings and
the iast Sinhaless King was exclu.
sively & Tamil. When their very
peaceful existence was now threate
ened it conld not be said they were
voing anything wrong,

" Mhe ratio of one Sinhaless to one
Tamil existed in 1859, Tn 1912
there wers two Tamil seats to three
Sinhalsse in the Legislative Coun-
cil Up fto 1920 there was com-
plete equality in the matter of re-
presentation,

The virfues of tetritorial repree
sentation atéracted many snd
voluntarily invited that lorm of
election The result wss that ale
thovgh 1t was election on o ferrifo-

o y y et
m_mwﬁ ?Qﬁg} ﬂo%—

a communal basig,

the 37 total members in the Legisla-
ture there were 18 members for the
majority and 19 for the minoritias,
Of the 19 minority members nine
were Tamils,

Mr Pennambalam added that
under the new constitution the
ma)ority members voted in a bloe,
Hansard showed that since 1931 to
1944 the Sinhalese majority meme
bers voted in a bloc and the ming-
rify member separately,

He cited the Village Communi-
ties Ordinances and other instances
in support of his statement

Mr, Ponnambalam said that in
regard fo the University site the
Minister of Local Administration,
not tc be outdope by Mr, Akbar,
had sought to establish a city in
the jungles of Anuradhapura, in
spite of all tha protests of the mino-
rity waembers. There fco the voting
went that way.

When the Donoughmore Come
mission came here, continued Mr.
Ponnambalam, why was there mno
opposition to the principle of rz.
presentation that existed in the
pre-Donoughmore era? Did Sir
Baron Jayatilaka and others even
allege that the country had ree
motely suffered by an anti-national
attibude of the minorities? They
could nob say that because they
knew only toc well that they bad
on all questlons risen superior to
sectional differences @nd acted
unitedly,

Mr, Pennambalam said that a
the Balangoda elesfions pictures ef
Tamils breaking Buddhisé dagobas
were paraded on the roads, Coms
muoal strife was rampant,

The Jewa in Palestine acd  tha
Macris were granted communal

|representation with weightage buf

‘this principle was anathema to the
Sinhalese political purists, The

and from the expressions in fheir

. (Continued on page 3)
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THE TAMIL CONGRESS

THE PLENARY SESSION OF
the Tamil Congress is over
We trust that the work of the
Congress will not be confined
to the holding of an annual
session and the formulation of
the political demands of the
Tamilse TheWorkingComittee
will have plenty of work to do,
making the organisation strong-
er and more widespread, and
emphasising the cultural claims
of the Tamils. The political
issues between the Tamils and
the majority community. are,
no doubt, vital, and they have
to be fought out with grim
determination. But, the culture
of the Tamils is the one thing
that holds all Tamils together,
and in the years to come wnis
will have to be understood and
appreciated to a greater extent
than bas been the case hitherto
This is why the Tamil Con-

gress has a great future before

i, and it is our earnest hope
that the plenary session is
only an earnest of what the
Congress will aceomplish for
the Tamils.

It is too late in the day
for the Ministers and their
supporters to pretend that they
do not understand the reason
for the emergence of the Tamil
Congress, That reason is none
other than the wilful attempt
of the Singhalese politicians
to submerge the minorities.
According to th2se politicians,
Ceylor is the country of the
Singbalese, and nobody else
has any business in the island
The other day, Mr D. S
Senanayake modified this by
gaying that he was only against
the Indians. When it is under-
stood fthat Mr. Senanayake
and his friends are getting on
very well with the Borahs and
otber well-to-do merchants of
Colombo, it is posgible to under-
gtand the = implications of
Mpr. Senanayake’s reservations.
As we have said more than
once in these columns, it is the
Tamils, and not the Indians as
such, who are the farget of
Mr. Senanayake’s policy,

When Mr Senanayake tells
us that he is against the
Indians onlys he will exouse
us if we exercise our right to
disbelieve hime We are con-
vinced that the majorily of
the Singhalese people are not
against the Indians as such
Their religion, language and
literature are of Indian origin.
It is the predatory elements
in the Low=-country. that have
come to the political front-line
as a result of adult franchise,
who thinkthatthe greater virtue
of nationalism is to dispossess

* others ot their proverty InI915
phe Muslims were the enemies

Today it - i8 the Indians.
Tomorrow, if they only had
the courage for it, it will be
the Europeans,

The only visible reaction of
the Low-country politicians to
the activities of the Tamil
Congress bhas come from the
Board of Ministers. The latter
has protested against the action
of the Chief Secretary in per-
mitting Government servants
to bacome members of the Con-~
gress. We are unable to see how
this attitude of the Ministers
can be justified. Besides, the
membership of a body like the
Tamil Congress with its cultural
as well as political aims can
in no sense injure the
discipline of the Publie Service.
Such membership is far less
objectionable than the activities
of Sir Oliver Goonetilleke and
Mr George K., de Silva when
they wvisited the North some
time ago, These gentlemen
travelling about on State duty,
and drawing pay andallowances
from the State, managed to
put io & piece of sly enterprise
and propaganda for the Board
of Ministers. The other reaction
which we had oceasion fo note
18 ~wha Ministerial protest
aguinct the petrol coupons said
to have been issued to the pro-
moters of the Tamil Congress
The request for the coupons
appears to have been refused by
Mrs Bandaranaike, presumably
on political grounds. There
was an appeal to His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief
who allowed the application.
It is against this that the
Ministers are protesting.

All this makes it clear that
the Tamil Congress has come
none too soons We are afraid
that the fature* of Ceylon, at
least for some years, will have
to bte: worked out on com-
munal lines, thanks to the folly
of the Singhalese politicions.

Petrol Protest By
Ministers

Tamil Congress Meeting
Issue

Imm~diatelv following a meet-
ing of the Board of Ministsrs hz=ld
on Mondav, the Ministers called
oo the Officer Admini t-ring the
Govarnment, Sir Raobert Deayton
at Quien's Hrouse. and protested
against tte al'egad grant cf cou.
acns for one  hoodred gallons
of pe'rsl to the oreanizers of ithe
All-Ceylon Tamil Congress to
*round vp"” memle-s to attzni
the plenary session.

It i= understood that the Minis.
terof Local Administration had
turncd down the request, upen
which th2 orgenisers h=d app-alzd
f-om that order fo the Comman-
dev-in-Ohief, who hid count-r-
mavded the order cf the Minister
and allowed thz applicatians

Further action on t"is matteris
contemplated by the Miaisters,

The Ministers have sent a cable
to the S:cretary of Btate sstting
cut their view that no public ser-
vant shocld be permited to join
or to be a meax b r of any associa-
tion or bodv whose activi‘iss in-
clude politic. They bave al:o
requestsd the Becrefary of State
to withdraw any permision p e=
viously given to Gov:roment

servants to joim any political
orgauisation,

THE TAMIL
CONGRESS

(By @ Cerrespondent)

The Colombo Town Hall was
filled to its utmo:t on Moanday
tha 27th instant whsn the All.
Caylon Tamil Congress held the
finst Plepary S:ss'ons, Ths large
Hsll h ld a gatheripg that dis-
p/ayed the greatest enthusiasm all
through tke procerdings which
lasted from ten in the moroing
naiil mine in ths npight, Every
noock of tbe Eu'liicg was ozco-
pied and the certidors wee alco
used as peiifs of vantagse, It wae
a credit to the crganisars, But,
of course, tha credi* for it ina
lirze measurs was doe to ths
manon=r in which the President
Mr, G. G. Poopamhalim, con-
ducted the pracssdings.

H's condnzt of the meetine
was worthy of a tried and experi
enced siatzsman cf the first renk,
He disp'ayed race tact in dealing
wi b the matt=rs that came up fa
coni devgti-n and -hi: gracaead
charm wate strikicg featares of
the rrozeedings Hz was firm
when needed but withall b3 was
carrtaous.

On-e a member from *he aundi-
ence desired to zav a few word:
-gainst a res>lption whie- was
alm:st acc:pted, Really be weuld
“eve been out of order apd the
Prezident would have besn within
bis righis to disa'low apy attempt
at tryinz to soeak, but be dealt
with the matter with tactand s:id
that he did not wish to sifl : dis
cassion though really it was nct
in oraer.

Anciher incident ia the pro-
czedings is worth went'on'ng, A
membsr, eviden'ly beslongicg to
the Commurist Party, desired to
s-ezk o-posing a certain resolu-
ion. The Pre:zident allowed bim
to bave his say.

When ke had concluded, the
President said “I do mot quifc
agres with what h= bas =aid. But
it is gofnz fo bsa family affair
aond I will zall uion his uacls te
reply to the ramarks mads by th:
nsphew. The fact that a youngs.
ter has the independence apd
cotiragz {o expre:s his views io
sp te of the strong contrary view:
beld by the entire audience is a
sure and welcoms sign that the
[am | race is nct dscadznt,"

C. C- & EXAMINATION
SCANDAL

In th= ccnrsz of a dizdcuszion
regarding the G, C, S. rxsmina-
tion s~andal, at a meetiog of the
Brard ef Ministers on Monday, il
became asparant th-t the mistike
in forwardipg the names <f th:
candidates t» th3 examiners
con'd not bz laid at the dacr of
tbe svperrisor, lecause srpsrvi
sors do nck cormolly have ac
czes to the names of candidates

It is now establisbad that if the
sapervisar came « td possess iha
names of th= candidctzs it cou'd
hava bapoensd anly if the names
wera mads available t5 b'm by
thz S=cretariat. wtich a'onz had
‘he pames. Who gave him the
names ard why, and whet ins
tructions accoxpanied the nimeas
are spme of the myst-ries that
are now balcg unravelled, A cloze
scrutiny is b:ing made of all the
gllegations that have be2n mads.

It appears that in one parti-
colar papsr all the candid:tss
havz paszed while in the intelli-
geaca test which comprised 125

Scraps Of Paper

“Not Obliged To Carry
Qut P]edges""

Thz followine are copies of ths
dozomants ceodoced by Mre G, G.
Pcnnambalam in the S*ate Counczil
on th= 22nd in-t. with reference
to which Mr, V, Nallithy member
for Trincomales«Batticaloa said
shat bhe was in no way oblized
to carry out any of tce pledsess

UPo the Votars of the Trince=
mal:e-Batticaloa Elzctorate;

If I am e'scted as your repre-
-eatative, I Uadertaks to work for
thz early rform of ths Ceylon
const'tution with a viéew o recti-
fving th2 prezent belpless position
of ths va ions mipecrity commu-
niti sin the Island, This could
only bz assured under a ccnstitie
tion which weould give all the
minority communitics wn the Is.
land parity in rvepreszntation with

| the majority communsty,

“When tbe demind for incregse
ad representation for minority
communitizs iz concedad, [ shall
press {er the zllocation cf 5. seats
‘or the Eastern Provioecz with 2
reserved for the Maos'ims of tis
grovin e,

1 am strongly of opinion that
the Indo-Ozy'on diffizeences should
be get'led eariy, on the basis of
foll citisenship rights for a’'l Ine
dians naw resident in Ceylen who
would choose to make Caylon
\beiz bomeland.”

Sgd. V Nalliab,

Candidat= for the Trincaomalese

Batlicaloa Elettorats,
“G G- Ponnambalam Esqg, M-S.(,
Sir,

The abov? pledge will be ipe
corporated in my Electian manie
festo, You may, if you so desire,
give any form of publicity to this
aledg: ia the melntime."

Szd. V. Nalliah,
To
‘M« T, B, Jayah Esg, M, S. C,
and cother m=mbers of ths
Mincrity Group ia the
State Cowvneil.

“] give a p'ege thet I will
stand b you in your fght for the
rz«introduction of the principle of
Baianced Rspresentation,

(b} for securing fu'l citizenship
righ's fer Indiims in Csylop;

(2) for s:curiny five szats for
the E:stara Previosce with ‘two
r2 erved for the Muslims of the
Province.”

Bzd. V. Nalliak,
C.ndidate for the Trinig=
28.10-43 Batticaloz Seat,
Batticalca.

KARAINAGAR, VEYAVILLE
HINDU TAMIL SCTHOOL

The annual meeting aod tha
prize=giving tanction of this school
will be held on the 8th December
1944 gommencing at 6 p m, at ths
Thiranavukkarasunainar Maodapam
of the schople. Mr, H. 8 Perera
M, A., the Director of Education
has kindly consented to preside,

Mr, €. Cumaraswamy C.C. 8.
Government, Agent N, P, will
speak on the Development of food
products and Mre. Cumaraswamy
will distribute the prizss,

Messrs, V, Veerasingam B A,
Principal, Hindu College, Manipay
and P, Navaratnam M. A. Teacher,

questions ope particular candi-
date answered 121,

Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai, will
also speak,
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(confinued from page 1)
Muslims in the Madras and Bom-*
bay Presidencies were getting 100
per cent weightage. So also said
Mr, G. G, Poonambalam, the
Irish in England.

In the communal award worked
out in 1931 by Mr DRamsay Mac
Donald, the Hindus who were 72
pet cent. of the population were
given only 42 per cent. of the seats
in the Federal Assembly, The
Liake House press had stated that
he was endeavouring to redoce the
majority into a minority. He had
always thought that 5U was half of
100, He felt that ths mentors of
the Lake House should revize their
notions on arithmetic.

Mr., G, G. Ponnawbalam eaid
that the Tamils came to Ceylon
not as eerfs in a foreign country
but as ru'ers in their own rights
and settlers in their own land.

It was very easy to foam ab the
mouth against communal represent-
ation, as Mr. D § Senanayake did,
continued Mr. Ponnambalam. Terri-
torial representation bad crystallised
the most arrant comipuna.ism in
this country, KEvery singe hope
expressedl by the Donoughmore
Cemmissioners, every single anlici-
pation of Liord Passfield's and every
single pious wizh of Governor Stan-
ley’s had been falsifieds The pre-
sentiment and the premcnition of
Sir P. Ramanathan that the Do-
noughmore Constitution wou'd be
death to the minority communities
had proved true. _

The Ministets, in their second
memorandum on Reforms in 1934
had referrved to “those who described
themselves as belonging to the
minority communities,”” In other
words, they denied the very exis-
tence of minority communities
‘Were they a species from the Zoo?

In 1937 came Sir Andrew Clade-
cott, The Ministers could not have
had a Governor more after their
own heart,

Alluding to his °* fifty-fifty”’ de-
mand, he said that in & scheme
of Lalanced , representation the
Sinhalese would be more powerfual
than a!l the others becanse the
Sinbalese were cme cohesive unib
while the minorities wers hetero-
geneous,

Mr D, S, Senanayake had
complained t-at he was tricked and
by-pasesed by tha Seeretary of State
in sending a Commission., The
Ministers bad attempted not to by-
pass but outflank the Tamils DMr.
Senanayake wanted unpenetrable
walls to be conatructed round White
ha'l. But to that same office he
had sent by air his emissary,

Enfranchisement cf
" Indian Tamils

Mr, Ponnambalam demanded full
enfranchisement of the Indian
Tawils. He denounced a Cabinet
system of gcvernment as it wonld
mezn the enthronement of a ctm
munal dictatorship, Hes suggested
a ‘‘cross” between the HKxecutive
Committee system and a composite
Cabineb system. -

The war effort, he declared, was
the outcome of the sweat of the
Tamil labourer on the tea and 1ub-
ber estates.

The complete machinery of
Government was being twisted to
suit- the ambiticns cof one cligne,
The miaorities were being out-flank-
ed by Mr, Senanayake It was bis
p'an to deny to the other commu-
nities a free vote in the State Coun-

eil. If was bewildering to analyse
the words of Mr. Senanayake.

Bluff And Bluster

Mr. Szoenaysks’s tact'es cor=-
sisted mostly of bluff and blaster.
Sir Oliv:r G-onetellek: was h's
advance cublinity agent—sznt. b
air tz En~lsnd Sir Ol'ver's ambi-
tion was to vsher in pot a brav:
nzw world but a Now Jerusalzm—
even in the arid North, H= wae
playing the vrart of Jobha
the Bapti t in Jaffaa,

The only surrlos profit in this
cou-ty wre pro'uced by the
Irdian Tamil man end womanp
power in the estatzs, The Euro-
peans would admit that, Thess
ware to be denied th= franchise
Tte di-c.imination wasz oot eco-
nomic but p-litic:l, Sir Herbert
Steoley bad declired that tke
S'ohaless representatives wounld
attemot to disenfranchisa  the
Tamils by some means of other,
Ths Tamil raze wouzld pot anv
longer tolerate civic and pclilical
inf-riority,

H2 invited every Tamil man
and woman worthy of th2 rage te
fig"t un%l enfranchizement was
granted to the Tamil labouer
He also adveca'ed the upliftment
of the so.called depressad claszes.
Let the Tamils pvrge themselves
of this canker in their body and
stand as cnz unit-d commuczity.
He wisbed.to stats categoric-
ally that thers was ang attemnt to
foist on the couniry a politizal
syz'em on the KEaglish plan, Tuis
presuppesed two major political
parties though thera bad besa no
tracs of any such parties in Cev
loo at least the last 15 years. Hs
suggested a composits cab'nst on
tbe Swiss plan, No cne wants an
:utocrat  meminating  his co'-
leazves and calling it a cabipet
The Tamil Congress would
oppose th2 apyciatm:at ol deputy
minis!ers,

He boped all minorities would
scu'n tke idea c¢f nominations
ani tight for their own representa-
tioa in the State Counzils

Gevirrment service and brain:
were tke ch'ef industiies of the
famils, Celeclicns to tbe Publl
Sarvices sbould bz by merit alone
H: cocdemn:d ihe compesi ion
of the selection boirds which con-
taiced men who could rot even
en'er the portals of 2 aaivers'ty.

Tne Tamils were a poor znd
bardworked ccmmuaity. Trey
had be:n in the vanguard ef {h-
movemzot for freedom, In the
name of th: Tswil comnmen’ty b:
arpealed to Epgland who had
besn the bsction of libesty for
ages, ibea trutees of smaller
reo. les to zee that the Tamil:
we'e not lelt to th: mercizs of
pa'iticil sbscurantism,

Afternocon Session

At the cpening of the afterncon
g=szicns of the Congress, th:
S=or. tary read messazz: of goods-
will teceived from Mr. S Natezan,
Father Goanaprakaser, Mr T, S.
8 lliab, Rev, James Matber, Mr,
H. R. Fieemar, Sir Thoms
Villers, Sir Moham=d Macan
Markar, Mr, J, G, Rejakulzodram,
and many others.

Mr G. G, Ponpambalam from
the chair, formally mov:d the
resolutiion thati—The All-Ceylon
Tamil Congress cazlis upoa all
Tamils in Ceylon to work for the
attainment of S-—araj based con
the prinziple that no sirgle com-

'end-

munity sball be in a position to
dominate the othars,

Mr. M. K2pagasunderam, dele-
gate from Ratt'caleg recinded.
The proce-dings from that g'age
onward=s were miioly in Tamil.

Mg, T, Balasubramaniam spoke
in Tamil sopoorting the resclu-
tions The molion wa3 then put
to the bouse ard carrial,

Mr, A, Arulampalam th: Jaffna
delegate moved that:—The Con=
gre's recognising as fondamental
the vnity and indivisibility of ths
Temil race, depezatess all
attempt to divide the T m'ls 1nto
sactions and groups and pledges

itsrlf to work for ths walfare of
th= pacz as 2 wholses
Mr. P. Raju Seceetary of the

Ghodhi Kalagam s=conded.

Me, 5. Rupasinpham in s.ppor'=
ing ths motion said that a nswe
paper should bs started at one= to
renraerent the views of the Tamils.
It conld bz don= easily and he
saw no great difficalty in raisi-g
a lakh of rupees frcm among the
Tamils, The only new p3aper on
whom they we-2 now able to d=-
nend wasz “The Times of Ceylen,”
The othar newspapsts never pub-|
lished their viaws,

Mr, Jeganathan Tyagaraja
M, S C, maved that: “Ttis Con.
gress waile concedinz thart
functioning cf the Executive
Committee system undar th:
Donoughmora Schemz kas been
greatly hand’eipped by t'e oze-
sent sys*em cf reprizeatition in
Council, is bow:ver, ccoviagsd
that it is essential in the interests
of good govarnment to fix respon-
sib'lity en the Ministers fcr al)
agticns of the Executive, but it is
defioitzly of opinion that in th:
abassnc: of an established party
system, tha British Cabinet modal
woull be parnicions in its appli-
cation to Cevlon;”said that on the
verdict of the Sonlbory Commis-
sion wonld depend the fature of
Ceylon for szveral decades, In
the evolvinz of 8 new coanstititicn
the form and natore that the Exe-
culive wonld taka was importaat,
Mr, Tyagaraja dwelt at leng'h
cn th: vittues and defzzts of the
Cabinet and C-mmittee Systems
as they existed in Enzland and
othes placss.

Introducing the English Cabi.
net sy:tem without aay modif
cation to Cevlon wosnld result in
a dictatorship and bhe wouldthere
fors app=al to them t2 role it out
The Ccmmittee sys'em on the
ather hand prevented the teaden-
cy ta dictatorshis. Also evary
memhsr of the legislature under
Committes System wouid bkave
a definite part to play, The
Min‘stars cou®d not do juot what
they liked and assume for them.
zelv>g dic atorial powers,

He said thsy should comprca-
mise by taking in the virtues of
bath systems of government and
eliminatiag theic de'ects: They
wanld then bave a form of govera.
ment basel on the Bwizs model-
Th= propozals for a pew coas'i=
tufion ™zre only a mezpnsts an
The ead ought to be the
happiness of al! th2 psoples and
communities of this Is'apd.

Dr, (Mizs) M. Thillismbalam
mbvad the fol'owing rezolubion:
In view of the anmerous affiaities
batweea the people of Ind'a and
the peop'e af this Island, the
mutual ints:=-depzndznce of the
two countries and the iavaluable
contribition the Indizan Tamil
commu3ity has made and is mak-
ing to the develop nent of thiz
country, this Coagress demind
that equality of po'itical and

emp'oyzes ware intolzerable,
Bus C-mpany hod nst mended
s
reprezentation”.

requested
the -£2voke tha ex:luvive route licensss
pcw held hy the Company and
ths two adiitionzl rcute liczaces
allowad recectly,
public wzre row 2nxions §o own,
contral
services under the Cc-Operative
Societys' Ordinancs,
tha
Commizs’ozner shonld considertheis
application for th: several routs
licsnses now held by theCompany,

thereaftsr
would th:n issae a ootice to ths
Bus Compaany to show cauie way
'hz licenses shou'd not be revoked
and that b2 would hold a regulie
‘oquiry at P int Pedro or Jaffna.
The depntition
sabmit
ihree weeks—Con

Y U -ayartoppu
33 Bilawa'ana

Commissioner of Motor
Transport

At Point Pedro

A d-patation of the Gsneral
Cemmittee of thes pewly inagure
ated Vadamaradehy Co.op Motar
Sarvicee, Society led by Dr, C,
Sabbapathi waited on the Com-
mistioner on Suaday ?6th instant
at ¢ P, M, at tke Poiot Pedro
Rest Houss,

After tea with membesrs, the
Commigsioner hzard Mr, N. Sjva-
gnanasuadaram, It was strencly
urred that the zervices now
rendered bv the Pgint Pedro—
Jofina Bus Ceo, werz unroason-
ably inad-qui‘e and appallingly
infficieat with cons:qnent incone
venience and delay toths public,
No time table was evsr followzd
in ghe servizs, Th2 dzcrepit and
di 'ty conditions of almost a'l the
Biscs  slong ths routes would

oainfully strik» aav c:sual visitcr.

The condnct of Conductors and
thz frea'ment by thz other
The
ways inspite of rep=at-d

The pntlic therefora earnesty
th: Comwmissioner to

Thz travzlling
antd m3%nage the road

Therefore
deputition derired that ths

Thbe Members of the Directorats

of the Bus Company were present,
The Commissionse ezpressed his
desire o have ar Me=morandom
submitted to him detai'ing the
grounds and thz nstore of the
evidznce on which the Committes
of fbe Motor Society expested
him fo revoke thz licases of the

Bos Company. Ii it was found
to ke opecessaty, hs

undertook to
a Memorandum within

Sale of Bottled Arrack
in December, 1944,

" Tha sale of bat-led arrack in tha

unvermsntignd Taverns will take
place cn Buaday, Dzcembir 3, 1944,
and
thareafter: vi,z Suniay, Dacsmber 10,
Sundiy, Dacomber 17, Sunday, De.
cambsyr 24, and Sunday,Decamber 31:

gn each succeading Sanday

All Arcack Tavaros in Colomb3a

Muaicizality,

No,
32, Kandana, 1
36, Kurana, |

J Colomba District
1, Katugoda ] Galle Diskrict
2, Heapatsiga's
I, Grand Byzaar)
2, Karayoor, 5 Juffna Districh
3, Nallur,
T, V. Siravanamut.u,
Acting Eze’ss Comruissioner,

Dffica of thz Exeisa Commissionar,

Katuzstotia, Nov, 23, 1944,

{%. 8%, 30)

_—

WANTED

A mansger for the Vilvamfteru

Co-operative Stores. Balary Rs. 45/
per mensem Cash security Rs, 300/

Apply to the president,
3. G, Mahadeva,
Pregident,

(Continued on page 4)
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civic status be restored to the
Indians in Ceylon and stronzly
urges the immediate rereal of all
legislative aand  administrative
measures that are in effect diseri=
minatory against them and the
providiag of facilitics for their
asrimilation with the rest of the
populati-n, She gaid that Ceylcn
ghould recognice India as her
mother conntry, If thev refused
to recoenire thaf they in Ceylon
had rezally nothiog to be proud of.
Their cuolture, literature sand
music zl] care from India, When
she first came to Ceylon the was

disappoin‘ed fo find a ceetain|

smount of isclation among the
Tamiis in Caylon.

There waa no cause for 2 superi-
or cttitude towards the Indians,
since the Ceylon Tamils marely
came from Iadia a few centories
earlier than the others.
should share thzir common beri-
tage otherwize they would be
doomed, The uaity must involve
the whole of India and the whole
ef Ceylon—not merely the Tamils,

Mr, T. M, Sabaratnam &~
conded, -

M. K. Balasiogham said that
the Indians in Ceylon had ba=n
oppressed by the Admipistration.
He would identify himse'f with
the work of tha Tamll Copgres:
and cencenfrate  on this ope
point, He had said on & previ-
ous occasion, that tke Sinhalese
could not be tinsted to safegnnrd
the minorities, A section of thr
press had taken bim to tas%t for
that, H: cculd not uadorstand
why, Aftear all it was Bpatusel
that one community conld pot
possibly feel themselves safe in
the hands of another. Ha gnhoted
instapces from  comb:mgorary
Eugopean affairess He bore ro
hatred towards the Sinba'eze.

There was oo political guestian
greater in Ceylon than the Indian
problem, The Indiaas cou'd not
be repudiated and trealed as
foresigrers,

Mr, V. Jozeph moved the fo!-
lowing resolution: This C'nzres:
havirg ragard to to the cperitiso
of the Geverner's powers wander
tte Donrughmore Censiitotior
durieg the past 14 years, emphsti-
cally expressas its opinion cgainst
apcy attempt to cubtitute f r itc
fundamental demand “reserve
powers and spzcial respersikili-
ties” of the Goversor as 2a ad--
quate means of safeguarding the
minoritizs.

Deputy Ministers

Mr, S. N. Rajrdurai seconded,

Mr. S. Nadacajab, movad the
following rezelution,

This Congress cstrongy con-
demns 2oy propossl fer the ap-
poit trent of Deputy Mioi bir3 or
guch other sinzcures as cou'd raise
the percent:ge of .the Esxsculive
to anything mcre than 10 ‘orr
cent of tbe Legislature so es -
prevent the formstica ck a per
manent executive buttressed by a
gmall coteries

My, Nadarzjah said that Mr, V,
Nalliiah bnd gone back eo his
pledzes as scon as be  eptered the
State Ccunc:l. The Miaister:
bad promised that be stoald be s
Depnty Minister ia the new
system.

Mr. A, Mahadevy too npow
cluog to tbe Ministry, opc: be
became a Miaister, .

Mr. Poppambalam ohjscted to
the mept onicg of personelities in

They-

TAMIL CONGRESS PLENARY SESSION

the coursa of proceedings,
Mre. Thien Kanagaraysr  se-
zonded, .

Mr. Suppiah- Saravanamuatto
moved the na2xt sesolution and it
was ssconded by Mr. M. Naga-
retnam,.

The reselution was as followzi—

Thiz Congrzss is of the em-
shatic opinion that a Second
Chamber. however constituted.
¢an, can under no circumstacces,
be rezapded as a substitute for the
political safernards necsszary fn
‘his country to prevent domina-
tion by any single community,
Dewan Bahadur I, X. Pereira
speaking in Tamil, moved the
‘ollowing resolution:

* This Congress recoznising ip
the eppointmant of the Spegial
Commiszign to inguire into 1he
problems of econstitutional re-
form a r2adiuess on the part of
His Majesty’s Government to ace

‘auaint themselves with the points

of view of all s=sctions of the
nopulation throuzh an impartial
hody -without being misled by
ths representations of ths Board
of Minpisters, whose right to
sneak on their bebalf bas been
cous:ssently repudiated by the
manurity communities, desire to
aonyey to Hiz Majssty’s Gov-
srpmant the gratituda of the
Tamils, end cffers to th: Com-
missionsrs  wholehearted co
speration in tbs in7nity they
have becn commanded to under=
take™

Mre V. VellayanChsttiar secoad-
ad, —Zarried.

Mz. 8 J. Ve Chalvacavagam
then movad:

“That whereas io the absence

nf a Farty System on which algze

parliamentary government cf the
British medzl c¢an come inte
being, the pressnt coaostitution
nag resnlted io the vesting of al
political and administrative
power io the bands of one s'mgl
racial group in ths legi:latore;
which group is jrremovable by
reason of the numerical sulsric-
rity of the ¢ommunity to which it
belongs, and whersas toe poss s
sion of unchallengab'e powsr has
led tbe ministerial g-oup to izve-
lop discrimiasatory po'icies anc
autocratic measvrss to the detri.
ment of tke miporities and en=
courgged by its new-frund powe-
spenly and repealediy to evow
thecugh its leaders their intention
to retzin exclusivy paw:® ipits
owa hands, and wherezs the ¢ins.
titutico has, tbus contrary to ths
expeciation cf the Doco:ghmore
Ccmm’stioners cau:ed sospizion
and mistrust in the minds of the
other saoticns of ths psogle a-d
ziven riss to a lively sense of im
pending dat ger to thSir cactinued
peacefr! exiztencs ia th's Island
withcuat detiiment t» tbeir inalizn
abie rights of citizership ani
whereas His Masjsty’s Govers-
ment bas dec'ared its in‘eo-
lion ta revisy tbe present cons
ti'u'icn with & view to
ths estabiskmenot of full sali
govercment inm tters of intern:|
civ | administratio~, this Congress
reprzsenting the Tam'ls of the
L:land conctitutinz a mi lion and
a half of she popelation wh> have
be:a 1nbabitiog thi: [:lacd
from aazieot, times, roling over
parts or whels of it during locog
periods and wko have been lurge-
ly rezpapsble for its econom ¢

develcpment, demands that in the
revisiza of the constitutizn a

acheme of representation bz =o
devised that in tha lsgislators the
representatives of na single com:
munity ov race be more in nuom-
ber than the representatives of all
other sections of the populgtion,"

War On India

Me, Chelvanayagam said that
the Senapayake goveroment
which suddenly declared war on
India and was new threatening
to declars war on poor Britain
at anv time, was not the kind of
majority that should be aillowed
to rule. There was something
wrong with that majority, They
zhould bave a senzible and disci.
plined majority, actoated by
qualities of head apd hearf.

For 2000 years they tried to
328 whethes the majority could
tule the minorities and they had
failad. Thirteen years of parlia-
mentary goveraomeat of a type had
givea them many examples of
divisions like sheep and goats,

What was going fo happen to
7€0,000 Indian Tamils in Ceyion?
he a keds The majority commn-
aity wovld like to ses th=m pack=
ed off across the Palk Strait. They
conld not subseribe to that view,

Mr. Ch:lvanayazam coodemned
territorial representation as meav-
ing nothing, lo Sinohalese areas
tbe Binbalsss wonld get sll the
backing and in Tamil areas cnly
Tamils would gst all the supoerk,
It was reslly communal gamou-
flage. He referred to N’Eliva
by-el=ction whare, hz zaids ibe
mob ruled the sitnat on and terro-
risel voters wha wers supporting
the Tamil candidate, Io thi:
cconzction he read cut a judz-
mzat {rom the Courts,

The Mozt importzat 2nd fandz-
mental featore io s2ll-povarnment,
be said, was role by ths best ele=
ment in the country,

In the yzar 1669 A D., accord-
irg to Kobert Kozx, Anuradig-
oura wags inhabited by the Mala-
barians as distinct from the
“Chingooless”, Mr. Chzlvanaya-
7am said» Then how couli tkey
yet talk about majority rule?

Tee por's's who tilksd of de
macracy should realise that they

ghould first of all eliminate fear
among the minorities. Aslons as
fear existed it showed that there
wag somethine wronz with ths

‘body politic. He commended the

rascluation to them,

Me. K, Nafesa Iyer, M, 8, C.,
seconded the motion in Tamil,

Me. M. Sivasithambaram said
be would not sbrink from Gghting
till the Ilast for bis community
and hiz coantry, It wae, how-
ever no uge speaking of freedom
for one section or for one commi
nity. He pleaded with them not
to be mervely spectators bot to
faks an active psrt in thz affairs
of the couctry, They shonld co.
onerats with tha Bichalese, nthera
wiss they -were Dol going to
achisvs freedom, Hestre:ssd the
iemocratic principle of equality
of nationals.

Mr, K, C: Nadarajah said that
the previous speaker was imbued
with gdolescent enthosiasm, He
had felt zbout thinzs th: same
way atout 20 years ago. Today,
however, he bad learat more and
lived in a world of reality, Safe=
grardss be s:idy were ab:olutely
necessary and that was going to
bz th:ir primery demand.

Mr. 8. Natesan said that owing
to the poceriaioty of the {olure
they shonld be granted safeguards,
Thare was ne guicactes that the
futore Sinha'ess Isaders were go.
ing to be rezsonablz men, Even
amonez th> Sinhal:s», {or ostance,
if ope persen gave the other some
monzy bz would ob'ain 3 promis.
sory note from him, The question
of trust theiefore did not arize.

Dr. E, M, V. Nzgandathan said
taat they stould make tzeir home
fronis strong. It wzs sonad stras
tezy. Laey were preparzd to
fight for-ign domination, but be«
‘ora that they should remavas
‘omination within the island.

Mr, K. V. Balasinghax said he
did cot w-at deminition by any.
bzdy, f(rom without or from
witbin.

Procesding ended at 9 p, m.

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made
SHARES:

CURRENT ACCOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 % respectively.
Colombo and the

arrangements,

accepted.)

(v.5164. A, 21-11-41—20-11-44.)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established

BANKERS.

8000 shares of Rs, 100/~ each.
instalments of Re. 1/- per share will earn
Rs. 100/~ for each at the end of the period.
Shares issued all times. :
opened and interest allowed
at 1% per annum on the average monthly
balance when it does not fall below Rs. 500/=,
received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and
12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTS issued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remittances to and from F. M. 8. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold 3

LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest
charged at 9% per amnum (Part payments

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY 710:

1918)

Rs. 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00
76 monthly

Principal eities of India.

3. KANAGASABAI,

(T'5) Shroff,
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Jatfna, for and on bebalf of the Proprietors, the Saiva Paripalana Sabai, Jaffua, at theie
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