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WHAT TAMIL CONGRESS
STANDS FOR

Resolutions Passed At Plenary
Session In Colombo

1, The All-Czylen Tamil Con-
gress calls upon 2l Tamils io
Ceylon to work for the attainment
of Swaraj baged en ths principle
that no singls community shall be
in-a positfion to dominate the
others.

- 2, This first Plenary Session of

the A'l‘Ceylon Tamil Congres:
sends fratsrnal greetiogs to all
cymmuaiti 5, pelitical  associ-
aticns and culinral groups fo 1bz
I:land, and assures them of its
whole=hearted and 2ctive gvp ort
in all measures canducive to the
cultural greatness, material well-
being and political ireedom of al!
secticns of th: Is'and's popula-
tion, - =

3. This Con:ress racogaisinz as
fundamental the vrei'y and indi
visibility of the Tamil racs depre-
cates all attempts to divide the
Tamils into sections and groupe
and pledges its:lf to work for th:
welfare of tbe race as a whale,

4 That whereas ia the absence
of a Party system on which alcne
Parliamentary Government of tie
British model can come into
being, tke oresent Conm:ti‘ution
pas rasulted in the vesting of all
political and  sdmicistrative
power in the bands of ope singl:
gacial gromp in the Legisla‘u e,
wkizh group is iremgvab'e by
geason of the onmerical superioity
of the commupity to which i*
belongs, and whereas the po:sss.
sion of unchallasgoble powar has
Izd tbe Ministerial grouptodevel:p
dizscriminatory politics and
autocratic mzasoies to the detri.
meant of the mincrilies ard en-
couoraged by its news=lound power
openly and repeatedly to avow
throngh its leeders their iot:ntion
to retain exclusive power in iis
own; bands and whereas the Conr-
titution has, thus contrary to the
exzpectation of the Doncughmo:e
Commissioners, caused =suspician
and mistrvst in the miods of the
other sections of the peogl: and giv:
rgise to a lively senee of impending
danger to their continued praceinl
existence in this Is'and without
detriment to theic inalienable
vights of citizenship, 2nd wlere-
a3 His Majesty's Governmen!
bas dzclared its ‘intention to
cevise' the present Constitution
with g view to the e:tablishmen!
of full sa!f-zovernment in mutters
of internal civil administration,
this Congress representing the
Tamils of the Island comititoting
a mi'lion aad a half of the pcpu=
lation who have besn iphabiting
this I:land from ancisnt times,
suling over pasts or whole of it

duriog long periods and who bav:
been largely rssrom:ible for its
advancement and prosperity,
dzmands that in the revision of
the Constitution a scheme of ra-
oresentation be so devisad that in
ths Legislatuva the representatives
ol no single community or ra‘e
be more in pamber than thz re-
cresentatives of all other szctions
o' the populatica.

5 In view of the nomesrons
affinities between the peoples of
India and the paoples of thiz Is
land, the mutnal iateredzpenienes
of the two coaniries ani the in-
valuable coateibution the Indian
commuuaity has made and is
makiog to tde dev:zlopment of
thizs caunlry, thiz Coogress de-
mands that equality of po'itica
and civic status be resto ed to the
todians in Ceylon and strongly
urges th2 immediat: repeal of al
Legislative and Administrative
mzasores that are in effest dis-
criminatory azaiost them z2nd tha
proyiding of facitities for their
agsimilation with the rest of th=
populaton,

6. ‘tbiz Congre:s depracates th-
perpetuation of the differences
bazed on ciste or creed among
the Tamils, and urges t-at equal
civic and political rights shogid
be accord:d to all sections o
tbe people irrespec’ive of anmy
sasta -of creed and pledges itsell
ta work whalesheartedly for th:
attainment of th's objsct.

7. This Congress re-oznising in
the appointicent of ths Speca
(¢ mmission ta ioguire into the
problems cf corstitutional refora
a re=adize's on the pamt of His
Majesty’s Government to scquaint
themeelve: with the points of
view of all sections of the popt-
lation throuzh an imparttizl bod,
withont being misled by the
‘gpresentations of the Board of
Ministers, whase'sight to speak on
their bebali bas been covsistznily
rspudiated by the minority
communitie; desice 'o convey to
His Maijesty's Gover-ment the
gratituds of the Tamils, offe:s to
the Commissigmers whole=h:artsd
co-operation in the inquiry they
have been commanded to uader
take.

8. This Congress while coa-
ceding that the function’ng of
the Executive Commitiece system
ooder the Doncughmore fchems
has been greatly haadicapp=d by
the presznt system of representa=~
tion in Cecuncily is bowsever con-
vinced that it is essential in the
interests of good Government fo

(Confinued cn page 4)
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lment should becowme personals

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Implications of “Cabinet”
Government For Ceylon

Sir,~The Board of Ministers
plapnzd in thaig draft constifu-
tion to iostituts the “Cabipet”
form of goverbment on the Bii.
tish model in our Island. ~“Would
the aspirei innovation suit our
n2opl:? Cauld th: counfry offer
1 background for the setting un
of that system of goveramen!?
To form an opinion as to what
ands the ““Cahinet’ system, if and
when accomodated hare, would bz
made g serve and what rasvits itz
working could prodoce on ths
life of the paople, a study of the
conditions nnder which the sytum
came to evistzace in #ts hemeland
the machin:cy and malerials i
bas worked swithsince ils birth
abont 200 years @go, sod what
bope it bag for ppn'invaes her:.
slter may be nzsful.

Perbaps Great Britain i3 the
ocly couslry amsons the civilized
natians that has np <writien cons.
titntion, add in that cauntey the
Cabipet form of goverament
emesrged as “‘an accident of an
3 cid=nt.” Thopgh it his operat-
el for nearly two cea'uties
it has nnt; evea now, recaivad any
sanclion on a statatz. Th:» ob
sesvance of certain political con-
venbions is the mainstay of ifs
life: first the Ministers must ba
members cf Parliament, a large
proporticn of them come
from thz Houss of Com rons and
thus ares *continvously amegabie
to the critical and advisory i
flnenc2 of the representative
Assembly”, seccndly, on th2 crig-
zip'e of collective respoasibilite,
svery Minister 13 supposed to
'szume an iacsssant conczrn for

his brothec's stewardship, thirdly, |

the Cabiget resigos office when
the House of Commons votes ifs
‘ack of confidence or defeatz an
mportant measure in sach cir.
stmstance as should sigaify to
the Cabinet that its ministrations
arz no longer wanted, When the
Cabinat resigns, anothse gronp of
soliticians of difarent pelitical
complexion wounid be ready t3
as:ume cffize aad they shou'd
take the place af the ooptgoiog
Cazbinzt, Ths new Prime M'n's-
ter iz appointed 9o tie recome
mandation to the King by tie
aptego'ng Frime Minister.
Eminent Dritish statesmzn
have said if astheir convi-tion
tbat “withont the party system,
petliamentary governm:nt is im=
possihle’, The ministerial absolu.
tism and independence are based
on ths party system, If there
wete no iwo well-defined separ-
nte parties, the Cabinet system
of goveroment must fails In that
cantingency, there can ke ne hope
of a etablz poveroment. Pariizs
gplit up into factions and govern-

Conditions betome congenial for
birth of dictators or for a consti-
int‘onal monaschy to transform
itze'f to exarc’sz absolute powers

In the light of the above obser-
vatlions, let us examine the social
and political candition of ous
tountry. 15 thers any hopwe for
ovr countiy to bes divided ioto
two political parties? Even assu-
ming that sucha division i3 possi-
1>, on what political “issnes" can
wa hope ta do sc? The experience
of the last 13 yzars with the
Donocughmorz Constitution was
io iniil ie us the coavictlon that
th2 hope of evolviog a dual-party
system of government in Cey'on
should long remain a tantalising
vision« Th2 masses are illiterate,
‘goorant and poor. They ars
pawerless to resist the blandishs
ments cajolery or offers of elece
tion agents. Fos long years,
& major'ty of them  would
allow them:slvas to ba shepharded
10 pollicg booths like dumb dri.
ven sheepe Their aznse of raspons
sihility is poor and accustomed as
they are to group life, bath sac’al
and sconomic =2 babit of thinke
ing for onasalf is not in them,

Thz Boiwrd of Minisiars who
ire the authors of the draft conse
titation shoa'd bz presrmad to
have studiad the trznd of politics
in Europein eoustries whe'etheie
are duel-pely system of governs
mznts and the Bozrd should be
aware gs to what should- rasult if
s schem= of gaoveromant were,
acceptzd by Wastmiaist2e The
inference is  irresistib e that tha
Migisters deliberately plinned
f>¥ an cl.garchical goverament
in p-rp3tuity, An oligirchy conz=
tituted of Low.couniry Sinbaless
cillad “Cabinet”, imemovable,
becansa cf abasnce of as opposie
tion party, to rule the Island
evercising gll the pawers with
which the “inner Cabinet” of the
iritish Parliament is constitution=
ally invasied with it,
vities will bave no place undes
guch 8 government.

Yours ete,
R. Ce E:

Indecent Hurry To Establish
Dominion Status

S‘r,—~There is absolutely no
necessi'y to buery up a constitoe
tion particularly of the Dominion
type at this imporiaat juncture,
Does it not look ridiculous to
see  lhree mewmbers of the
State Council acrogating to
themselves the right of framing
4 copstitation by thems:lves when
tae full ccuacil of members faik
ed ignomiaion 1y?

When the Soulbury Commise
sion is expzcted to arrive in Cay-
lon at any moament, one cannet
s:e any plausibls reason why the
torez  State  Coooeil mambers

(Continued on page 3)
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CEYLON'S NEW
GOVERNOR

WL OFFER -A HEARTY WEL"
come fo Sir Henry and Lady
Moora, BSir Henry Moore is
not a stranger to the island.
He knows the people well, and
this knowledge should stand
him in good stead during the
coming years when the politic-
al future of Ceylon will be
discussed and, let us hope, set-
tled to the satisfaction of all
concerneds — His - Exocelleney
comes to Ceylon equipped, not
only with his knowledge of the
people and the country, bat

also with a ripe and varied ex-1¥

perience of men and affairs
gained in other parts of the
British Empire: He comes too
at' a time when, all over the
world, accepted notions cf
things are once more being re-
asgessed and mankind is again
trying to find a way through
life in the light of recent ex-
perienca

His Hxcellency will find in
Ceylon, more than in any other
country, the need for sucha re-
agsessment. In  Ceylon the
leaders of thought and action
have, in the past, lsid much
gtress on the principles of demo-
eracy as the foundation of all

ogress.  Lhey have been con-
;ent, with the best of intentions,
to think in terms of British
concepts and Dritish preces
dents without paying much at=
tention t0 the question as to
how these concepis and pre-
cedents, tested in the atmos-
phere of DBritish public life,
will fare in the midst of the
conditions that obfain in the
island. His Excellency knows
what these conditions are.
Foremost amongst these may
be mentioned the racial divi-

gions and oleavages which al-
decade of political development:]

has only tended to accentuate;
the absence of enlightened pub
lic opinion and standards of
judgment; and the ignorance of
the massess These defects have
combined to produce in pur
midst, in the name of progress,
a system of government which
is anything but demoeratic in
that it seeks to submerge and
to oppress the minorities of
this ieland, and which has re-
sulted in & rseial oligirely
being kept in power by a Legis-
lature voting on purely racial
lines-

These are developments
which demand immediate at-
tention at the hands of those
who are sincerely intercated in
the welfare of the island. It is
in the light of thess develop-
ments that future constitution-
‘al changes have to be decided
apon; so. thab this island may

IS SETTLEMENT WITH
SINHALESE LEADERS POSSIBLE?

By “SENTINEL"

1t seems strange that thers arej

atill =omp Tamila who alter all thai
has happened of late, Jive uodar the
delusion that o friend'y eeltlement
13 possib’e beiween the majority
commurity leaders and those of the
minovities on ihe guestion of repre-
sentafion in the future legi lature.
Undgubledly memories ave short in
tiiis countey, but how can one shus
coe's eyes to what was bappening
during the last twenty five years
and gtill pin one's faith to the
Sinhalese Jeaders who hhve consise
tently, systematically, and purposs
fully ignored the exiztenca of ming-
rity communities in the island and
t.ied their level best to domiaate
them? For the information of these
who have failed to read between the
lines of the activities of the wmajovity
commnnity Jeadsra I shill here
briefly ennmerale cerigin  ea'leal
facts for them to reflect upon I
shall divide the last twenty five
ears into two pericds, 1919 to 1931,
and 1932 fo 194% and start with the
Initer period first, :

It will be remembered that as
-soon 8 the Donoughmore report
wag published thers was a whole-
mle condemnation of the propasals
on tbe ground that Ceylon had not
get full self-ggvernment under the
scheme; and fhe wvery Binhaleze
leaders who condsmped the scheme,
soon began to advoeate ifs accept
ange raming the slegan that 'Ceylon
was the land of the Sinhalese” and
po'nting out that, however defeclive
the proposed conalitubion might be,
it gave the wsjorily community a
great majority 1o the State Council
an ! that the opportunity should not
be missed They wanted to accept

has gone through daring the
last decade., It is our earnest
hope that the Commission
whieh is to arrive in Ceylon at
no distant date will take note
of these developments and ad-
vise the DBritish Government
accordinglys The lack of local
knowledge and experience lin
colonial administration, which
is evident from the composi-
tion of the Comuission will be
amply remedied by the quali-
figafions of the new Governor
in this respect-

It is satisfactory “ta know
that His Excellency proposes
to lose no time in bringing his
knowledge of the country up
to date In his reply to the
welcome in the State Connecil
His Excellency said “There is
one final word that I will say
No one is more alive to the
fagt than I am that in the
quarter of a century that has
elapsed since I was last here
conditions bave changed ma-
terially, changed -1 am glad
tio say - in the direction of very
great progressand development
and I feel that in assuming my
Grovernorship heremy first daty
should be as far as posslble to
visit the varions areas of the
island and meat a8 many of its
permanent population as I can
so fthat Imay 'make mysel
more up to date with its prob-
lems, progress, dificulties and
its needs- than I ccnld do by
reading any literatore onm the

be spared the experience she

|subject”,

the proposal and later on agitate for
the reduction of the Governor's
powera, for getling rid of the Oficers
of Stats fvow-the State Couneil, for
the abolifion of the Committes
sysiem and fo infroduce the British
Cabinet system by which one mag
could become the distator of Ceylon.
Jafina Disillusioned
When Jaffna realized the blunder
it made by boycotting the Council
fn J931 and was straining every nerve
Lo bava the boycott Iifted, did the
the Sinhalese leaders siréfch ooe
helping bhand? On the other hand
the Leader of the Btate Council, Sir
Earon Jayatilaka, came all the way
from Colombo, went to the Ashram
of the President of the Youth
Coogress, nine miles away f[rom
Jalfas towa, congratulated him on
the feal of bbg Youth -Congrezs and
told him to keep the baycott going
assuring bhim that he would do
everything for the North while the
Jaffna members were away from
the Counncil It soon bacame evident
why they were anxious to keep
the Jaffna members oubt of the
Council for some time ab least It
was to rush through the famous
seven motions of Mr, E W, Perera
on Reforms ia the Council dating
the absence of the Jalfna members,
When thoss zeven motions were
introduced in the Conacil did the
§ponsors ¢ars a pin for the opinioas
of Jalina and coosult anybody.in
the North? In spite of the abzence
of the Jafina members the othsr
minority members in the Council
vot d en bloc against the molions,
and the- Conncll passed them by
an absolote Sinhalese wmajority
When toers was a big mass move-
mant in Jaffns demand ng the
litting of the boyeott and the Tamil
leaders were finding i very diflizult
o convince the Secretary of Stats
that there was a sinc:re desivz oo
the part of the people to send their
representatives fo the State Council
tnd that snother election wonld
pot end in a fiasco, Mr, Sena-
naynke was in Ipgland, Did he
put in one word (o the SBecrefary
of Bisle and advise him to give
another Nomination day to Jafina?
On ths other hand, wa shauld not
be wrong if we thought that Mr
Senfinayake would have wished the
Jalfoa wmembecs to be cut of the
Council for all time bezaunsza oncs
before he had expressed in the
Legislative Couneil,-in 1930  his
horror ek the presencs of ths * Jafins
Batialion” ia the Council,
Secret Memorandum
Again, did thoss seven motions
of My E. W. Perara envisige due
repressnsation of the minorities ?
Did Mr« G, . 8. Corea’s ill-fated
Reform Bill envisags due repres:n.
tation for the minomries? It must
be remembered that the Mipisters'
Memorandum of 1933 was turned
down by the Secretary of BState
bz asse  both the Ministers
belonging to the: minority com
munikies voted agoinsh ib Having
been failed 1o their scheme. what
did the BSinohsese leaders
Baeing that Jaffna members too had
entered the Counucii in 1934, they
waiiad for & while until the nexs
general elegtion and, by art er
strategem, managel to elect &
bomogeneous ministry in 1936 so
that a united demand could be made
by the Bosrd of Ministers without
auy winerity dissent  That done,
the Mipisters, withoub a word (o

do?|.

the minority eommunities, eent
their own eecret memorandum ta
the Secrefary of State once mare on
the questisn of reforms, Bepeated
demands were made for the publi=
cation of that memorandum buf i6
was put off from time to time,
Thaus it will be eeen that a repeated
and consistent effort was made to
kesp the minorities, particalarly the
Tamils, out of the show and in
ignorance, and every precaution was
taken fo ignore the minorities and
treat them as if they were of no
consequence in the country, In the
meantime Mr. Senanzyake himself
went to Kngland in 1933 to bring .
pressure on the Secrefary of State
to accept the decizions of the Couns
cil. He was in a mnghty homy
to carry fthrough his reforms
which ba aid biz ¢ligue had planned
before the Jafina members had &
chanee of faking their seats in the
Coupeil:
Apple-Cart Upset

It was after the Secretary of
State seut back: tha Ministers' eecret
memorandunl 10 the Covernor, and
alter the Wavsrnor's proposals were
placed belore the Council for dis-
cussion the Jaffna members had a
chaoce of having their say in 1940,
In the meantime deputations of
Sinbalese members had gone to
the Governor when he was making
hizs owp propoaals; won his ears
and succeeded im impressing on
him the fatility of allowing another
Royal Commission to investigate
the conditions prevai'ing in the
copntry- Having done everything
possible oo this side of the Suez
to gain their own ends; deputations
of Bighalese went ome ater the
other to England to arrrive thera
either before the Governor's despateh.
reached the shores of England or

|simuliancously with the despateh.

But the sgile and far-gesing Mr,
G. G. Popnamabalam was not the
man o be caught wapping or
indalgs in ‘the vigilant sleep™ of
the Ueyln Tamil Leagus, Ha
would not allow anything cone
cerning Tamil interssts suffer by
defanlt, He followed the Sinhalese
Jeaders close on  their hesls
and succseded in sufficient’y im-
pressing on the Colonial Office and
other prowmineat members of Parlia=
ment, tne plight of the minority
communitiss in Ceylon and the
wanogavies of the majority commus
nity, Then the Secratary of State
found itwise not to tinkid with
the constitalional question of Ceylon
and, conlracy to the wishas of tha
Sinbaless leaders and disregarding
the recomwendstion of Governor
Caldecott, be sent oub bis commuj
nication to fhe Govecnor thus in
1941

“The urgencyt aud importance
of reform of ths Constitution are
fully recognisd by his Majesty’s
govetument. bot before taking
decisions upon the prezent proe
posals  for reform, concerning
which there has Leen so liftle
mnavimity, bat which orz of such
importance to the well.being of
Ceyloa, His Mafesty’'s Governw
went wonld desire that the posi-
tion ebxcuid be further examined
and made the subject of fucther
consultation by means of Come
wission or Confereacs,

“This espnot  he arranged
nnder war condilions, but the
matker will be taken up with the
leaat posatble delsy ai‘er the war®
The question of the necessity foy
a Commission had thus been defie-
nitely decided threz yeats ago,
Both the Governor  and  the

Migistors wars keenly disappointed
over this decision and the Ministers
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waited for a coupla of years longsr
It must also bs remembered that
Sir Macan Markar, as Presidenf of
the All-Ceylon Muslim Conference

proposed in 1938 that a Round

Table Conference might be held to
give the minority communities
their due What was the response?
Sir Baron Jayatilaka threw cold
water on the  idea and
declared in in the State Counci
thos: “You cannet sammon a
Round Table Conference becsnse
there are no constitutional difficul-
ties, and in summoszing a Round
Table Conferance certain difficulties
not now existing wiil arises’” Thus
any desire on the part of the mino-
rity communities to co.opexate with
the majority community and arrive
at a peaceful settlament was unwel-
come to the Sinbaless 'eaders,
Source of Increasing Discord

Again, when Mr G, C. 8. Ccrea
as President of the Ceylon Nafiooa'
Congress, moved in the matfer and
tried to bring about some cowpro
mise with the Tamils with regard
to the nnmber of eeats to be slictted
to then a small sub commitiea of
the Congress met Mrs A« Mahadeva,
the Jaffna member,in 1940 and came
to some tentative mgreemeni Mr
Mahadeva, on hls own responsi
bility, taking all the risk of not
consulfing his constituency or the
Jafina Association, agreed to accept
a less mnnmber of seats for the
North than what Jaffoa had al'
along demanded The Comuittee
was also agreesble .to give five
additional seats to the North and
the East  The negotiations were
successful and, when the announce
ment was about to be wade the
next morning; Mr. Sepanaynks
heard about it and put hizs fool
down upon it:  So said Mr Ngha
deva himself in tha State Council,
Mr. Senanayake said that he pever
wanted the Congress “to act as
anything more than an intermedi-
ary”, and declared that giving the
Tamlis any 1more seats would be ‘a
gource of increasing diseord”, I8 this
the man with whom Mr, Mahadeva
now hopes 0 negotiate and come to
a friendly agreement, a.man Who
wants the Board of Millsters to
obey him, who wanis the State
Council to obey him and one who
wants the Qoogress to do things .at
his bidding? He found the Congress
slightly kicking against him and he
resigied his connection with it He
fonnd that alf the ether Ministars
did not often fa'l in line with him
snd he threatemed to resigo. KHe
found that thz members of the
Council wanted to meet unofficially
and explore the ehanges of a settle-
meat and he would not be 'a pavty
to it, He found f ab Some ef the
Councillors were keen om arriving
at an agreement and he has now
ghreatened to retire from public life
altogether, Well, let that happy
day acxive There maoy then bean
chance of seftlement, Noi fill then,

Now, the fater developments such
as the Ministers” second seeret
scheme, their lgiter to the Secreliry
of Stafe, their protests against a
Royal Commission coming oub
their threat of boycott and all the
rest of it ara go fresh in the minds
of everybody, and I need not dwell
on them. As % how our former
leaders like Bir P, Ram: natban, Sir
P. Arupachglcm, Sic A, Eanaga-
gabai, Mr ‘A, Sapapathy, Mr. A,
Canagarctoam, Mz O, L. Chrea,
Mre. E T. de Silve and others
attempted fo bring about a setble-
ment with the Sinhalese leaders
between 1919 and 1931 and how
they were disillusioned and dis-
appointed I shall show in my nexs
atticle.

Impressions Of - The -
Plenary Sessions Of The
All-Ceylon Tamil Congress

(By Member of the Audiencs)

If proof ware wanted of ths
solidarity of thz Tamil ranks, the
Plenary Ses:zions of ths All-Caylon
Tamil C-nogrsss fornish.d it
Ministerial minds must aatucally
have been agitat:d over tie hruot-
ing “thought that the sessioze
would inzvitzbly be a monstar
ghow: ,

Toa representative charactar of
tha wvast githiring not even the
bitterast cpponent of the Tamil
Uongress would fail to ackoows
ledges Fvom the arid Nocth,
.be hilly Can're; the p Imy South,
the disieat East, and from evey
corn:¥ of Joylen, delegates arri=
ved to lend suppart to tha Can-
eress and thus efiscted (he wish=s
of tha entire Tamil popglation
of th: Is'and.

A well-nigh twelvs hourgessions,
i circumstanc & 85 A pblainicg
at piecent, wosld be diffico't to
‘mogiue, But 'he dream did c:me
true, Thy loeg s2ssicns did oot
for & 8 nge moment wans ialo
srudgary.

The Workiog Committee cf the
4ll=C y'on Tamil Congre:s should
be coogratulated on their choice
of the Chairmia of th: Raception
Com itt e, for onz could not
have wishzd for more eatisfactocy
arraoge ren's than those made on
the cay c¢f 1he sessions. Tie
woids of wslcoms= that fell fram
tbe lips cf the Diwan Bata 'ur,
patiziye | the greatnessaad geuis-
lity of t'e Crarxaa of ihe
R czution Comwmittzes

The sw ep hythm cf ‘he wa'-
come Addiess gare way t> the
martial wusic of ths Presidential
sp2acy, The fiood gats of oraiozy
Was op:n3d aod fhz spel'<bo ad

uii:opce listzned with bated
bre b to oans cf be mosi mogni-
ticeot  political =psech' s ever
g.lvered in Ceyloa by a Ceylonese,
Fiction, fzlschoad and fallaciss
were swent eside a3 the tide of
the rhetoric grew in vigoir and
gatbered memetom.

_Delving decep nto the pagss of
bistory, the Pr.sidant spoks in
glowing terms about the graat-
ness ot the Tawils, their lite a-
tar:, prowsss and achi vement:
and their inv luab's coa'ribution
to th: prosperi'y and advaace-
meat of Ceylon a 'd, in parlicuar,
to thair ssrvic:s in the cause of
political r2fora and s:lf-zcvera-
meat, Tle ari’ul dodges and
persisteat proacuncement of (he
sinhiless Deovipi Kajurowos who

bad drank of the clixir of politizal |

.O0Wer were examinzd acd dis-
sect:d wi'h precision aod tbe
veiom and the virus ioside wers
expesed to public gaze, The hili
rov rberated with ap-lause whep
Bir U acle Gocnetiuleke was reicre
red tias baviog plaved the picus
pa t of joia thz Bapiist in tle
far nortn =nd adviged the Tamil:
to eschew politics- Applause burst
in:p uprrariows liughtsr whea Sir
Oracle waspiclured asthe advance
public £y agsot cf ihe Leader o
Lie btate Conndil. -

Waxing c¢loguent in m the-
m1!icsl mood the P.esident pic-
ved by th2 reductic ad absurdum
theo.y that the princ ple oi Balap-
cel R p-essetation wseths oaly
sifective dnd real safsguard ior
mnsrty eommunities ia the
e:urt-y like Ceyloa with a hatero
seneous populalios, He w:nton
.0 7xplain bow he political pria-
ciple of non-domination was oo

new imnovation and guoted chap-
ter and verse to thow how the
constilution makers of the nre-
Dopoughme e ¢rg had o 1nciated

2 samo pripciole aod tid appli-
ed it in every iostalment of
relorms unbil the Donoughmors
lav pr:achers bad uoset it. He
[usther dealt wiih the other addi-
tional safeguards required for the
zo0d goverpmsent ot the country
and the protection of the mino-
rities, Tbe British form of* the
Cabinet System was condemned
as uiterly wvaosaitablz to Ceylon
and greatly prejudicial fo the
nteresis of the Tamil and otoes
caomamunitias,

Toe geveral bundreds of mems-
bers and delegates W r2 enter-
tained to quite-i-hearty vege'arian
lunchy thirks to th: untiring
sficris of the Diwan Babadur and
nis colleagnes of the Recention
Commiltee at 2-30 p. m. Again
b2 ball was fu'l snd the memb.1s
s2t about the ta*k of rasolviog
0n very important questions affec-
tiog th: country in geoeral eni
tie community in particular,

Thee was an aiscrel varicty
of speechas, both in English and
Tamil, and the hizh level of
thouzht and exposilion that is
characteristic of the commup’ty
was in svidznca tirivghout the
severa’ speechess The magazni-
mity and dignity with weizh the
Fresident conducted the proccesd.
ings would bz an object lessinn
to organisets of similas political
meatiies, When oae of the speaks
srs embucked vpon a well merited
crilicism of the, Home Minister's
quick bacg: tactics, ths Presi-
lent sug;=stad that the interasts
f the cause and the Congres:
would be bast szevad if personali-
tizs were avoided as much as
go.sibles Ths speaksry taerenpon,
curso:d the matter, withont farthec
remarks, and the audience woud
have understood bis mind, Herz
and there were flashes of extra
brillianca and tha vast coancourse
¥es not slow to appreciaie them.
No ther th: threatenicg weetaer
ace the laleness of the hour
izduz d anyone 10 liave the hall
antill the wbole business was
cvie Andat 9 P, M, the long
82i3lovns ended :with ihe satisfac-
tioa of g rasounding achisvemeat.

VIOLENCE IN COUNCIL
CHAMBER

A sensational incident is report-
=d by the Témes of Ceylon to have
occorred on Tuesday eveniog in
tbe Council Chamber. After the
Council meeting wag over strong
and “uopriotable” words are said
to bave been passed betwean Mr.
0. 5 Benacayakes and Mr. S. W.
R. D. Baodaranaye on (ha one
side and Mr, G, G, Ponnambalam
ea th otber. Lack of spaca pre-
vents cur giving a full report in
this issue,

RATIONING OF SUGAR

The M'nister for Agriculture and
L.ands has decided thali the gugar
ration bo consumers througheou$ the
Island should be fixed at & lb. per
head per wesk to vesidents,_in Urban
yreas and #ch lb, per head per wesk
b0 residents in rural areas.

This increass will coms inko force
in the Jafioa District with effect
Tam 1244, ]

R, CHINTAMANI,
I&ﬂaa, Ag- Aﬂﬂt' GQV‘L AgEBt‘
oth Dey, 1944, (Emergency)

kG- ‘91- 7’12‘440)

———
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Letters

to the Editor

(Continued from page 1)

ghauld endeavour to complete a
buziness which the Btate Council
has not attempted to do for the
last thirtesn years, To any
casual obaserver, the indecent
hurry with which th» Honourabla
gentlemzn want to finich ths
business, appears fishy.

It is afso very surprising that
the m‘hber for Tiinco=Batticaloa
wants to be a hero at th: ezpenze
of others, It locks as if be is
carefully following the reforms
movements in India whers atal-
wart giants with a period of
service to their credit ars teying
their best to solve th2 problem
in @ generors ways Thare is no
geed for Mr. Nalliah to ory lond
that the HEuropeans ara here to
impeds our progre:s on ths path
of reforms, Long bz'erz Mr-
Nalliah’s name wis knaowa to ths
publig, thers waz unity and fzllow
fzeling amongst ths varioud com-
munpities in the Is'and and ths
Singhalese and Tamils wera lad
bv Tamils and Tawils aloae, The
uestion is asked who iz resaonsis
ble fcr the eplit? He must be
reminded that it was his illoss
trious pradecessos, who is phile-
soohising in his lonager, nhat was
a party to the scheme which is bes
inz disownsd now. Is be a greater
politician than Sir Ramanathan
or a Sir Jamss Peiris? Heo is
foll of *'Isisms" whic are theorati=
cally good but not good for a
heterogeaeons Ceyloa,

Yours ete
M. Saravanzmuttu,

Commotion In Council

Sir,—All geonioe lovers of
libesty of speech and frecdom
shounld take immediate note of an
incident that is sa2id lo bave
happened in tha Stite Coancil
iast ev2ning arising indirectly ont
of the issus ol petrol to tha All-
Ceylon Tamil Coogresz, Itsecms
certain questions srgarding the

isspe of petrol to othes
organisations and for eleclioneer-
ing purposes were  raised

by Mr. G, G. Ponnambalam, Mr.
D. 8. Senanayake aad Mr, 5, W,
R. D. Bandaranaike are said to
haye got infuriated over the
questions and aftes the meeting
quarrelled with Mrs, Posgsame
balam, An autheatic and full
statement from the Biate Couns
cillors coocerned should immes
distely be made availabls to the
public so thzt people may (ake
the pecessary action.
' Younrs etes

Colomkbo, Fiee Sgeech,
6-12-41.

WANTED

A General Manager for the Valie
camam North Co-operative Stores
Union Whole=8ale Depot,

Applicants should be over 80
yearh of age, should possess knows
ledge of bunsiness and accounts
and shou'd be able to furnish Rs.
2000/« in cash 2R, 3000/- in pro=
periy and fo assume duties on
1-1""45; )

Salary Rss 100/ per menzem
with prospects of increment and
Boous,

Apply with gopies of ab least two
recent lestimonials before the 24th
instant fo:

The Hony. Secretary,
Vuligamam Noerth Co-opsrative
Stores Union, Tellippalai,
Tellippalai, A

6th Dee, 1944,

(Mis, 170, 7 & 11-12+44)
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fix responsibility en the Minis
ters for all aciions of the Ezecu
tive, but it is definitely of opl-
nion that in the dhssnce of &p
established parly system, the B i-
tish Cakiret model weu'd Le
pernicious in’ its application to
OC:ylen,

9, This Congress
demns ary pronozal for ea0"
poin'ment of Doputy Miisters
or cuch other ‘si~ecures ase conld
gaige the percentags of thz Ex-
crhive to anvthiog more thaa 10%
of the Legislaturs o as lo pievent
the formation of a pirmapenl
execu'ive buttressed by a smal
gotoriz, <

10, This Congress is of the
emphat'c ¢pinicn that B Becond
Chamwber. howzver oonstituted
can, under no ci cumeslances, fe
gega:ded as a sebstitatz for the
po'itical safegnards cecessary in
this connt'y to prevent domina-
tion:by any sicgls community.

11 This Congre:s lays it down
a3 @ furdamentz! cf the pext
constitution tFat po cormuvoiy

& &
stromgly con-

or interest in the conntry shbould

find representatioa in thz L. gis=
lature by th2 method of powmiaa-
tion and that for such communi.
ties or interests as ars pot oumeri-
cally stropg ecough to secure
rep esentation throtgh territcrial
eletorates, commuoel electorats:
and electoral colleges shou'd be
devised cr ¢ eated,

12, This Congsess is of opin‘on
that provizion ehruld be ma’:
for the creation in appropriate
cates of multiplesmsmber cgasti-
{uencics in the fators const'tation,

13, This Congress demands tas
apcointment of an Ioderendent
Public Scrvices Commizios cof
of not more then five members
with bizh admipiztrative exjer -
epoce and frse frem Ministerial
and Political intecference ot in
fluence, )

14, This Coogre:s baviog egard
to the operation of the Goverco:’s
poweiz under the Donouvghmere
Constitution dumiing ths pss' 14
years, emphatjcally excre:sss ila
opipion agiinst apy attemst to
gubstitote for its fundemental
demiand “Ressrve powers and
gpesial cespousibililies” cf the
Governor as gn &dequale meats
of safeguardiog the minorilies,

15, That where:s the mino ity,
communities in the count ¥ in
cludfog the Tamils who form not
less than oni-thicd of the total
populaticn,are ntterly iazdr quat
ly represented in the 5 ate C-uacil
and wherszs that bedy from if:
incep'ion = beirg under the ¢l -
garchic cor trol of a racial majo-
ri'y representing ooly & sectioo
of the peopl: » has be:n made to
function to the detriment of the
said mioositizs, and whereas tue
Constitut'on usdir which the
State Counocil functizes “w s
introduced unjustly in  §ee
testh ot the ozposit'on gf ‘the

mineritics, bota in th: Legi:lature

and oufof it, this a'l-Czylen
Tamil Congre's declares tkat tbe
Tamil commuaity will rot be
bound by any decicion of the 5'ate
Couccil in rzgard t> the npex!
referm of the Constitution aad
desitss to warn Eis DMajesty’s
Government pot to regard any
such decision i the s2°d Coun il
as rapresaotative of te ¢ uatry
as a wholes

16 Tbe All-Ceylon Tamil Con-
gress lodges its emphatic protest
against the attempts to eradicats
ghe Tawil language aad coliure,

Association. Bangalore, an Nov. 25,
and uoveiling the portrait of
Rejachazita Vigherada Reo Baha-
dur C. Hayavadhana Rao, its
Prasident, Pradhans Sirornani N
Madhavs Ruan, Dawsn of Mysore,
said that as one, who had derived
the benefit of shorthand, withont
having the trouble of writing or
transéribing it, be should like to
gay how much business industry
administration, par jamentary insti-
tutions and the Press owed fo
this eindple art of shorthand, If
shorthand had nob been invented
and Pitman and certain others had
not developed and popularised it
they should have been Jacking in an
eesentinl aid to progress The
grenteat gift of ehorthand bad been
the economy in time which is bad
effected, it bad saved much drud-
gery, It had facilitated disposal of
business in various walks of life
Buot, yet, the professional shori-
handwriters were an unpretentious
lot. The waterial reward for their
work coun'd nat be said to ere on the
side of liberality.

If he was asked, the Dewan con-
tinued. what qualities were expected
of an ideal stenographer, he would
gay, speed, accuracy Bmd  frost-
worthiness. and underline the lash
In the complicated affairs of the
raodern “yorld, many iransactions
we=a-necessatily kept confidential
The stenogruphers employed in
business houses and government
offices came to know many 'Becrets
and he would say that any one who
let the secrets oub fell from pro-
fessionsl  standards, The first
maxim which a professional short-
handwriter chould  follow was
keep yBur ears and eyes' open and
vour mouths shut,” so that he
might listen attentively and write
correctly and keep the trust kept in
him. Stenography,the Dewan added,
shou'd not be eonfined to those
who had made orwished fo mske
it their professicn, A working
profisieney in shorthand weuld be
a valoahle esset to students bulness=
men, government servants and
| others engaged in professions which
involved some volume of writing,

L

in certain parts of the Island, pac-
ticolerlv from ‘amorg th2 Tamil
lohabitants of the mari‘ime dis-
sricts of Ceylon whers the child.
ren of Tamil parenis bave been
and are being comgpelled to re-
ceive instenction in the Sighalas-
language end emacwers ths
LWarkiug Committee tataks stens
to remady this situaton,

17, The ™ All-Ceylem Tamil
Congzzze calls upon the Tamil re.
pr seotatives in the Coumacil to
imp etrent the resolution: pag d
at ifs plenazy cession and gene-
rally to carry ot i*s policy and
DrOgrimms3e

18, This Plesvary Seision of
the Congress empowers the Pra.
ridenti—

{g) to take ell staps as be may
desm fit to cops with the present
palitical situation;
~ (b) toprsssct a upited front
wh rever poasible with rspre-
sentalivss of the other Minority
comrausaities,

(=) tolead a delegation cof the
Al-Cay o2 Tamil Coonzress Com-
mwitlee to tas Sou'bury Cormn-
mission and makerepresentations;

and (1) to tak= s=-h otter and
furtter stops as may be bpeces:ary
for implementing the reacluticas
of the Congress and for secariog
» comstitution in consonance wi b
the decisions and  objects of the
Coogregs,

Presiding over the Silver Jubilee |
of the Mysore Shorthand-writers'|

DECLARATION

By All Ceylon Congress
Committee

At the meetine of ths All=Cey-
lon Capgress Commities held at
the Congress Office on Batorday
Me, Geo. E. de Silva was elected
President for th: easuing year.
The following resolutions were
passed;—

The Congrass creed is freedom
for Ceylon, Itis pledged fo s=-
cuare a apited demand for reccg-
nition of independence and a
ree constitution.

Haowever, the Congress caonat
think in terms of winaing fre--
dom witbout dispelling from the
minds of the mircrities the fear
that the Sinhalese p2ople will us=
their  predominant majority
against the domocratic righfs and
national existence of the mino-
ntes.

Th= Congraag recogaizes thats
free Caylon can only be built cn
the secure basis of indlepsndence
from the fereiga ruler, of equslity
of nationalities and of commen
interest good-wi'l and ftrust

Tte Conguess declares that the
consfitution of a frez aand naited
Ceylon shculd ensure the demccra-
tlc principles of (2) the eqna'ity
of citizzns and (b) the equality
of, non-domination as between
nationslilies.

The Congress further declares
that in such a firee, urited and
democra:.ic Ceyler

(a; the rizhts of pational ties
regarding their language. coliuce
educaliony schosls apd freedom
of religious worship will bs
suarantesd by stetute, Similaclyy
all privileges 2od di criminations
basad on casts, tace and com-
munity will be abolished by
st:tute and aay icofringexent of
thz atove wil be made a prni!
o’ecnce; (b) thosz Iadians and
the patippals of othsr countriss
in Ceylon, who are prespared to
adopt Ceylon as their p:rinanent

Manager Salary Rs. 50/- per
mengem, Cash Security Rs. 300/-
Salesman Salary Rs. 25/ per mens
gem. Cash Security Rs, 100/- from
fivst, January.

Apply bsfore first January fo
Secretary,
Utrelu Co-operative Stores

Mis 168, 7 & 11=]2-44
HOME FRONT

WASHING NEWS

Ervine Brand Soap

Stocked By All
Leading Stores

CHIEF DISTRIBUTORS

Messrs: Mcohamed Ally
Abud Ally, Jaffna

SOLE AGENTS:

Samuel and Sivasubramaniam
Wholesale Merchants
JAFFNA and MANIPAY
(Mis. 166, 411—4-2-45)

home and give proaf of soch
iatentions w'll be given {ull
citizenzhip rizbts. Ceylon will, of
courze, hav= the rizht to control
forther immigratica according to
ber own pational interasts,

It will be ths constant aim
and end:avour of th: Congress
to win the various peoples of
Ceylon to aczeptance of the
aferesaid democzratic principlas so
tha*, by th2 crmmon eficrt, can
bz szcurad that freedom of Mg'her
Lagka to which it, and they, a'e
in hert and mind dedicated aad
tis 4l-Ceglon Coogress Com-
mittee autheris:s the summoniog
of an All-Parties Conference on
the basis of this declaratiop,

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made
SHARES :

Rs. 100/- for each

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 0o respectively.
Colombo and the

arrangements.

accepted,)

(Y5164, A. 21-11-41—20-11-44.)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.
(Established

BANKERS.

8000 shares of Rs, 100/- each.
instalments of Re. 1/- per share will earn

Shares issued all times.

CURRENT ACCOUNTS opened and interest allowed
at 1% per anoum on the average monthly
balance when it does not fall below Rs, 500/=.

received for periods of 3,6, 9 and

12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTS issued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remittances to and from F. M. 8. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold

LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality, Interest
; charged at 9% per amnum (Part payments

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY TO:

1918)

Rs. 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00
76 monthly

at the end of the period.

Principal cities of India.

3. KANAGASABAL,
Shroft.

(T'8)

-

—

Printed and published by Paspir V- T. SAMBANDHAN, residi { Vanpar iWe
Jafipa, for and on behali of  the Proprietars, the Saiva Pzri!p;lflfn:s.ﬂﬁ. jlﬁmm?:tvﬂv!:;:
. Exosy the Suiva Prakusa Fress, Vaouarpannad, Jalloa, oo Thucaday, December 2 1844



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

