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WHAT THE JAFFNA ASSOCIATION

STANDS FOR

By “SENTINET"

Since the Exscutiv: Committes
of the Jaffna Azsociation resolvad
atits meeting of the 11th inst.
that the Associat’oa's reprisedte.
tionz to the Sovlbrry Cormiss
sion' shonld not deviats from the
principles airzady laid down in
its several resclafions and memo-
ricls on the stbjsct of Conpstitu-
tional Reforms, ik will be well if
the country knows at th2 present
time what those principlzs were:
I give a few below:

On the 28th of Japvary, 1938,
under the chairmapchip of the
late Dr, Izsaac Tambiah, the Pre.
sident of th= A:s-cia‘ion, tte fol-
lowiog r=soluticns were passsd:

1, Thata deputatlion of the

affna As:ociation, consisting of
the Presidenf, Mes'rs; 8, Kanaga
sabai, A, V, Ku'asingham, 8
Arclamba'am. V. Vesrasingiam,
N. Chelvadurai, A. M. Erodie, C
Pcronambalam and 8 m, A, Saba-
pathy do w:it cn His Ex:-llznzy
Si¢ Andrew Caldecotty ths Gav.
esocr, on the subject cf Po'iticl
Reforms duricg  his  wvisit to
Jaﬁﬂan .

2. That the depu‘'stion be
guided by the followiog prin-
ciples viz:

() That adult franchize might
continue, bot the resiriction
placzd on the Indians be removed
and all British subjzcts resident
in the Island for six months be
allowsd to vate at eleclions.

(b) That at no time shocld
the voting streng'h of the mire-
gities be jo'nt'y less than th2f of
the majority community in the
lesislatvre i, e» the princiol
epunciated ia the Dupke cf Do-
vonshire's despatch of 1923 b-
adopted,

(c) That ths Committee Sys
tem may bz aboelished acd Parlia.
mentary government cub:litaled
proyided minorities are ades
quately safe-guarded io the leg's-
lature by Balanced R-pretenta-
ti :p and provided also that spzcis
fic provisiors are iocluded in The
Royal Instructions to the Goi-
ernor to ensure that minorifiss
are represented in the Cabinet.

(@) That Public Ssrvices in
tbe matter of appointment, trape-
fers, orometicos;, ete, shoull te
free from pol.tical influence,

(e) That the PublicSeryic. Com-
mission be- nyminated by the

Governat, _
hics

At a meetiog of the Executive
Committee held on May, 5, 1339,
with Mrs S: Canag-sabai, Senior
Vice-President, in the chair, the
following resolutions were passad
after Messrs, A. Mahadeva, B

balam, @ouncil members, addrass=
ed the meeliapg.

1. The Jaffna As:zociation pn.
squivocallv re-affirms the demand
of the Tamils for an imm=diate
ameadmaut of the Copsti'ution
for the rastoratinn of a schime
of representation cn thz priniple
that no single community should
be in & position to outvote 2 com-
bipaticn of other commnnitiee.
Dropozed by Mre. V. S, Karthige=n
Segondzd by Mr. A: R, Subrams-
ciam aod support:d by Meses
P, Mgcses and T, N. Subtish.
Carcied nem con,

2, This Association devands
th:t the Northera and Eistern
Proviazc.a b2 allcted at lzast
s:venteen seats in a Cenncil of
sixty elected snd eight nominated
m-mbers. Preposed by Mvw C,
Arolamba'am, seconded by Me
N. Chelvadurai and. suppor'ed by
M~ A. Cumsraswamy, OCorrisd
upanimously.

d. This Association dsr.and:
tha continvance of gavaroment
b7 Ezxecutive Committees ia ths
best infersts of tte coun'ry. Pro-
posed by Mr. A, Cumaraswamy,
Saconded by Mybandrem 8.
Kandiah and spppertrd by Mr
C. K,Bwaminathan. Qarrisd unaai-

mously,

4, This Associatien rejvests
that a Joint Szlect Camjstes
of both Hous3s ef Paislizzien®
shzuld examioa and report oo the

coastitutional pozition ia Csyloa

befere amy final concluz o:rs ars

reacced regarding the futues re
form of the Coastitution,
& ¥ £ 3

An emergzncy meseting of the

Exscutive Commi'tze of th Jaf=

irm Association was heldl om

Saturday 2ad- March, 1940 wit'
Mre, S Kaoazasabai in fhp chair
o consider tbe coastituli bal
crisis then brounght about Ly the
resiznaticn of the Board of ilipiz-
ters and tbe movemeant for non-
co-operation initiated by the
Migisters- Oa invitation Mess's.
A, Mahadeva; 8. Natesan, G. &
Ponpamablam and R. 8:i Path-
manathan were prespt and ad-
lareeszed the meeting, After dis:
cussion the following reso'utions
were pass:d withont a single
dissentiect;

1. Tais Arsociation condsmn:
.be presnt movement for non
co-pperation  ipitiated by bt
Ministers as beiog detrimsntal to
the best inierezts cf ths co'n'ry
Praoposed by Mr, N, Chelvadural
ird gaconded by Mr. A, B. Sabza-
maogiam.

2, This Ascoziatien rezords its
opinion that tke abzence of a
sch=me of balanced represer tafioz
in tie Donoughmicre Cons.ita=

Natesan and G, G- Fornaw-

tion bas vendered tae lormation

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

< Mr. Mahadeva And His
Critics
Sir—There may b2 honest

differencezs of opinion between the
Hon. Mr, Mahadeva and & szction
of ‘Ceylon Tamils wha are still
in favour of the formula of recra=
entation knowan us the fftyfifty
2g.th2 cnly way to settlz the mino
ity nrollesm. but there is Lo justi=
fization whatever for the press
campaign directed agaiust bim
narsonnelly for hisadvocicy of a
nolicy of conciliation and resason-
ableness oa the eve ot ths a=rival
of tha Royal Uomwmission in
C.y'on, =4

Tt is tene that Me Mahadevs
~imself advocateid the 50:30
Schama during ths by-slection
for the Jaffia seatgin 1934 a= a
means of creventing racial domi.
nation, It i3 wrong hawevar fo
say that that be has broken any
sl-ction p'edge if he advizes his
caommunity naw to acceplt
madifed schem= for the purpoze
of securing aa agrzed settlzment
and establiching frizndly relations
betw-en the varicus commuaitie’
"ving in'this country.

It is equally wrong fo say that
ha iz an opnortu-izt who bas sacri-
fizd the interests cf bis commau.
nity to plzase h's Sinhalzsz friends
who haye made bhim a Minister,
H: has always acted azan honour=
sble man in pudlic life, aad if bz
had deviated from his original
s-heme of representatian bhs had
done so lonz beforz he becime a
minister, in the iatersst of hs
coamunity and bis country. Like
all sane l:aders be was alway:
preparad for a rceasopablz com-
~-pmisz if it cou'd ba sscured
vithont sacrificiog the primary
ohijective of przventing domina-
tion by the majority community.

Mrs Mahadeva adveocated the
50-50 scheme relyicg oa the proh-
=bility of united action of all the
ni-orities on all important mag-
t=rs; but this hops was falsificd
b > subsequent events. The mino-
citins weee themselvas partly ges.
ponzible for the ail-Siohalese
ministry which was formad af'er
tre 1:st genaral election, It is
we'l knowa that a ssctioa of the
Siihalase msmbers acteally ne-
g iated with t1e Tamils for se-
caripg An equitable distributior
o’ ministerizl officss, bnt the divi-

—_——
a! aa alterpative pgeverowenl
‘mpozsible in the preszot circums-
12 .aces, Propessd by Mr, Ve 5
Kirthigzsu and recoaded by My,
, Arulambalam,

3, Thkis Association is of op-
inioa that the need for a revision
af th= present Donoughmore Con-
st tation 12 a form acceptable ¢
all communities is vrgeat and
stould not be dalayed, Proposud
by Muykaadram 5, Kandish and
szconded by Ms A. S. Vaniga.
soorias,

sion among the Tamil members
along with the support given by
an important mioority group to
ths Siahalzsa lsaders coatributed
to the tolal eliminatico of ths
minority members from minize
terial offizes. Whan tha minorities
wau'd oot unitz whea pnion was
m~st necsssary It becime cleag
that it was unwise to depsnd
upoa the 80.f0 schems az a rzal
safsguard for the minorities. The
advarae7 of this scheme has only
created bitter fesliogs and wideased
the existing cleavaze belwzen
the Sinhalee and otber commau-
nities still further.

Thouzbtful puslic mea among
tha Sinhalese az well as the
minorities soon bsgan to realise
that for ths orderly prog-ess of
the coanntry a5 a4 whole, come-
manal strifz chould bz ended and.
they tharsfore began to suppart a
policy of concilistion based on
mutoal congession, It was in
thiz sairit'h°t Mr, A- V. Kula~
sinzham, the prasent editor of the
‘Ilindu Oczaa*’, spokesman of the
Dzputatioa (bat waitzd oa his
Excellincy the Governor Sis
A\ndraw Ca d=cott during his frst
vst to Jaffoa, dcespted as a
reagonabls compromise the
suzgestion of th: Goveraor in
‘avour of 40 p3r cent of the seats
for the minorities; and nobady
accused either Mr, Ku'asinzham
or the cothir memsers of ths
d-pan‘ation bavinz bztrayed ths
-enge of the Tamils, It was in
h: same spirit that My, Mahz-
dzva, acting on b:hiif of his
community, brouzbt about ap
agraed szttlzment in 1238 on the
ques'ion of reprzseniation by a
r2pres:ntaiive comm t'ez of mems=
gers of the Stat: Coagneil includ-
ing all ths minotity members then
in C:ylon {excluling the Euro-
peans and Buorghses), This settle=
ment gave 42 cer caat of the geag
.o all the @inorities and 15 seats
to the Csylon Tam:ls in a Counnzil
of 68, Iathis iosiance hs actzd
agt only in the very bast inoterast
of the minorities but also did; ip
conjunction with cthar Tamy
membersy what was expec:ed of
nim primarily viz to havs ths
A ims of  the Ceylon Tamils
thosoughly salezuarded in what=
ever sctems be put forward. This
wettlz:ment, if it bhad a3t besp
tcrpedced by Mr. Senanayeke,
wou!d bay= rzsulted ja the estaw
blishment ef cordial ralations
among the diffzreat communitieg,

Mr. Mahadeva Bid ab oo time
1ny Lhought of appeasing his 8.ge
hal:s2 colleaznes lor psrsonsl
ambitios, He certainly acted
against them when he wrot: his
ider to the Ministsrs, despatch
0. reforms asking fox 2 conmis-
sian to settle the quastion of re=
sreseatation,  We must all ace

sn>wledge tha fact that his rideg
(Continued on page 4) )
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. TAMIL CONGRESS
" IN JAFFNA

THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
Tamil Congress held at the
Town Hall on Saturday last
provided a convincing demons-
tration of the
opinions of the Tamils in re-
gard to the sibuation created
by the attitude of the Minis-
ters towards the minorities. It
was evident to anyone present
at the meeting that the Tamils
were not prepared to allow
minor differences amongst
themselves to stand in the way
of their presenting a united
front when the Commission
arrives. These differences, as
anyone who has read the edito-
rials in these columns knows,
were due to the desire of the
moderate section to see that
ncthing should be done to ren-
der a settlement with the Sin-
halese community imposzible.
Even this section is now con-
vinced that ths prospeets of
such a settlement have defi-
nitely receded within the last
few months. They have re-
ceded because the men in
power in the South are not
statesmen, They do not pos-
seas the qualities of leadership
needed by the country. If
their ignorance and arrogance
have repelled all Tamils with
any pretence to self-respect,
the valgar abuse of the Tamil
community in which some of
them indulged on a recent
occasion has made it plain that,
unless and until "the Sinhalese
community puts forward a
better type of leaders to exér-
cise political and administra-
tive authority, nothing i3 to be
guined by taking into account
the chances of a settlement.
We know that the Binghalese
community 18 not bankrupt in
brains and character, There
are Singhalese public men who
are undoubtedly men of charac-
ter and ability and who take a
Jargse view of things. Un-
fortunately for the Singhalese
aud#he Tamils, these men are
pokte be found at the helm of
- gliairs, and they are nofin a
posibion to control those in
authority. The “Ceylon Daily
News” was utherly blind to
realities when it reproached
Mr. G: G. Ponnambalam and
his ffhenchmen” with trying
$o wreck the political advance-
pient of the island, We may
assure our contemporary that
there are few “henchmen” ¢

feelings and|on

this sides The Tamils are the
last people to tolerate any
attempt at dictatorship either
by Mr. Ponnambalam or by
anybody else, but, on the other
hard, it is the Singhalese com-
munity that bas continued to
yield to the pretensions of
men like Mr D 8 Sena-
nayake and Mr 8 W R.D
Bandaranaike  There would
have been mno  difficulty
in keeping Mr, Ponnambalam
under control, but thess two
leaders of the Singhaleze are a
law unto themselves and their
vapourings and their abuse
bave filled us'all with disgust
In the face of such a situnation,
the Tamils have no other alter-
native than to sink their own
differences and unite.

And unity at this juncture
is imperative, There was one
great question that was'present
in the minds of all thosé who
attended the monster meaeting
Saturday, and this question
overshadowed everything else.
The - question was: Are the
Tamils going to be the slaves
of the BSinghalese caucus in

nancewith theiy past traditions,
going to haye & real share in
the government of this Island?
To 'this' question Saburday’s
demcnstration in the Town
Hall gave a fitting and impres-
sive acswer. We wonld like
to add here that it is not
merely a question of represznt-
ation in the lLegislature. Re-
presentation is only a means
unto an'end and the end to be
attained now is to haye a
system of representation and
government that will effectively
prevent an oligarchy like the
one now in power from the
exercise of political or adminis-
trative authority.

The task is one that will tax
the resources of the Tamils and
the other minorities. To the
successfal accomplishment of
this task the Tamils can con-
tribute much, only on one con-
dition: they must be united.
Ceylon = Tamils and Indian
Tamils must, in the face of the
common danger that threatens
them, act together and act
with determination.  After-
thoughts, regrets - these are
useless.  Our friends in the
South have, it is evident, no
such afterthoughts and no
regrets in regard to the scurvy
treatment meted out to the
Tamil community - a commu-
nity which, more than any
other, contributed to the poli-
tical progress of Ceylon. Bank-
rupt in statesmanship, all that
the Siasghalese leaders are able
to do i3 to tell Australia and
Britain that the Tamil coolies
who produce the island’s tea
and ‘rubber and whoin
they have done their best to
oppress have done much for
the war effort of the island.
Sir Oliver Goonstilleke must
have said all this with his
tongue in his cheek, while his
chiefs in Ceylon demcnstrated
their affeetion for the Tamils.
It is the duty of fthe Tamils
to see that the truth is made
clear to the Soulbury Comnis-
sion and o everybody else.

power, or are they in consc-

Notes and Comments

Neglect Of Mullaitiva

A well thonght-outiletter from the
pen of Dr Sivasithambaram appear-
ed in cur last Monday's issue on the
subject of * Hospital Poliey”. He
iz a retired Provincial Surgeon and
knows what he i3 writing about
His suggestions are valnable and
deserve serions consideration at the
hands of the authorities and the
public. Incidentally he gives the
example of Mullaitivu, one of the
most neglected areis in the Island
It was once very flourizshing; bub
in the course of the last fifty years
-t has become depopulated and, with
the removal of the Kacheheri fo
Vavoniya the town has been re-
duced to the state of a fishing
village. In the Cenzus Report of
1521 it was said that thedis*riet was
“rotten’* with malaria. and that the
population was dwind'ing year after
year As the Doctor pertinently
asks d'd the Ministry of Health care
to find out for the last fourteen
years the cause of depopu'ation and
seek to effect any remedy? ILakhs
and Inkbhs of rupees were freely
spent by the Governinent on anti-
wa'=rial work throughout the Is-
land  Was any fraction epent
either in Mullaitiva or Mannar or
Tenmiradchi whieh are the most
ma'aria-stricken areas in the Nortb?
Mr Sri Pathmapathan, the late
member for Mua'laitiva urged on
the Government year after year the
urgency for building a new hospital
and improving meadical facilities in
the Mulla‘tivi Distriet Did the
Ministry ever care to lend its ear to
that appea ? As Dr. Bivasithambaramn
points out, the recommendations
of afermer D M. and 8 8. also
have Dbeen before the Min‘stry for
the last fonrte:n years. Was any
action taken on it?

The Jalfna pub ic hava bezn agi.
tating for a maternity ward to be
added to the Jaffna Civil Hospital
for a nonmber of years, In every
budget speech mention was made
o' it by the Northern members
Alfhough the Hospital was origi.
nally built by the peopleand handad
ovar to the Government, and the
Government took it over without
any ‘initial out'ay on it, yet the
ma'ernity ward had no chancs of
making its appearancs for the last
twenty-five jears until the Com
mander-in-Chicf's  attention was
dawn to it and he ordered the
release of cement lor its imnmediate
cons:ruzfion. Before the cement and
other materials bzcame scarca did the
Government care to do anything?
These and other matters concern-
ing the reglect of the North unnder
the present regime might well be
brought to the nofice of the SBoul-
bury Commission. Another instance
of willal neslect of the North, in
the matter of wedical facilitfes, will
be found in the closing of the
Kilinochi Hospital as soon as the
Dononzhmore Uonstitution began to

fanetion, doring the ab:ence of the
Jaffua members in the Counzil. It
was af er the Jaffna membsrs en.
tered the Council in 1931 and
brought repesated pressure to bear
on the Minister the Hospital was
re opened Without a hospital at
Kilinochi, taking labourars to such a
walavial p'ace and caliivating lands
at enormaons expense and gacrifice
was ont of the questions Yzt the Mi-
nidfry of those days had the hardis

bood to elpse the hospital in fha ab-
sence of Jatlua wewbers in the

Council, Still the neglect of Mul'ai=

tiva and Mannar continues;

Stabla Prices For Foodstuffs

The Government of Madras
expects to incur a total expenditure
of 116 lakhs in the current year in
making available to the public, at
reasonable = prices, foodstuffs snd
o'her necessariece of life and in
arranging egual  distribution to
consumers as far as possible. This
subsidy is exclusiva of the oapital
expenditure of Rs & lakshs incurrsd
on the purchase of lorvies and Ras,
10 lakhs epent on the construetion
of godowns. The total eszpenditure
next year is expecied to go up fo
about one and a half crores i. 8¢ Rs,
15.000.000.

Stabilization In Ceylon

Oune cf the reasons why Govern-
ment i3 not able to get its full
quaota under the Internal Purchase
Scheme and for the furishing of
the b'ack market in rice. i3 the low
priceof Bs 6-00 paid by Govern=
ment psr bushel of paddy, We
understand that the cost of produe=
tion averages over Hs. 1500 per
bushe' in the North and yet when
farmers  clamcured all over the
Island that they be paid at least Rs-
10U0 per bushel the Minister of
Agricu'tare tarned a deaf ear, How
can tha farmers be expected to =sll
their surp us paddy t3 the Govern.
ment g6 Bs, 600 per bashel when
starving people are ever ready &> pay
s much as Ks. 35.0 ' per bushel in
the blask markei’ tis in order o
kil! ths black market and epabla
people to abtain foodstu s at reasone
able prices the Madras Government
is giviog a subsidy of Rs, 150000 0,
The Central Board of Agricultors
of Cey'on bas rightly asked the
Gevernment to suarantee ths price
of padiy at s 6 0) par bushel for

(a perid of five years after the war,

S0 that peonle might be encouraged
to taka to further paddy cultivations
In our opinion the reguess is a very
mild one sioce in India th: Govern=
ment Las undertaken to kesp up the
prizes of important food grains af
veasonable levels for a period of
years after the cessation of the war,
and not merely for five years,
Government Mozopoly

As a further step towards stabilis
sipg prices Mr Somerset Butler,
Specia’ Officer, Dzpartment of Food,
Government of India recommends
the continusnee cf the present
menopoly  procutement  of food
geains in India. He say.: “Given
the wili and detsrmination a Govarn.
wont moncpoly can be introduced
sucesifally, in spite of administra.
tive difficulties and the possib'e op.
position of vested interests.”” He
also says: “To bz able to achieva
by monopo’y procurement control
in deficit areas, sudicisnt 10 institute
fised price at predetermined levels
and 6o bs confident of maintaining
those prices must, (0 my view, be
the final and decisive argument
against a | thesa opposed to Governa
tnent wonopoly.” Among his many
recomrusndations the first is this;
* Great atiention should be paid to
the cultivator being allowed §o retain
f.om his produce, grain sufficient
for his needs. One of the most
vita! aspacts of monopoly procures
went is to assure the cultivator thaf
his interesis as weli as thowe of
his depeadants and of his village a‘e
protested *?

Under the present Internal Pure
chase 8ch=me in Ceylon no cultic
vator gels a sulf cient proportion of
hiz produce for himself aad his des
pendants and the maXimum is 50
bushels in the North and 200
bushels in places wherz two cultis

vations can b: carried on under
irigation facilitiess

=
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ALL - CEYLON TAMIL CONGRESS

- Mammoth Gatherin

*I see before me gatherad her:
in thousands my brathers and s's-
ters mot merely from ths diffep.
ent parts of Jaffpa but from
Colombo, Kandy, Matale, Anu-
radhapura, Trinzomale2, Vavu-
niya, Maanar, Mullaitivy, from
distant . Tirukovil, Batticaloa,
Matara, Hattom and DBandara-
wela, Iam deeply grateful for
the confidence reposed on me
by such ripresentative Tamil
leaders from all parts of the Iz
land and I derivs my entirz ins-
piration from youz prezence in
such largs numbers at thiz memo-
rable ineeting, and from the looks
on your faces, I know why you
bave spontaneously gatherzd here
The Tamil giant that Las been
slumbering placidly is awakening
from its slumber and wili not rest
tillit'is anopsased. To chanzs
my metaphbor this va:t and mam-
moth gathering is an excression
of the de'erminaticn of the
TAMILAKAM to demand itz
just wights and to ensure for it-
self a sure future in the poli‘ical
beirarcdy of te-morrow, Cevlon
is the original homeland of the
Tamils, We were not merely the
original settlers but original
vulers of the island holding sway
f-r centuries from Point Fedro tc
Pt, Dozdre; and weacknowledz=d
no tulers and owged mo masters
til! tbe advent of the Poartugusze
the Dutch ard the Bri'ish maris
time powers,' said Mr, G, G,
Poonambalam, the President of
the All-Ceylon Tamil -Cacgress,
przsidiog over ths Special szssion
beld at the Jaffna Town Hall
oa Saturday evenioge Hc was
brouzht in processi:n with Mes.
grae I, X, Perera, Mr, K, Niteza
Iysr and J. Tyagaraja, Member:
of Council, from Kockuvil, the
furthest end of Urban C)uncil
limits, to tbe J:ffna Town Hal
accompapied by hundeeds cf
peoples Most c¢i the shoss in th-
Grand Baziar area and on the
Kankesantural road were closed
and all alopg the ronte thz peonle
garlanded Mr. Popnamabalam
and the visitors and shouts of
«#Ponnamabalam, Ki Jai; “Long
live Focnamabalam, thz Tami!
Jeader” were rsisesd: Congzress
banners ware carzizd fo front and
great enthnsiasm pravailed
throughout the town. Buses and
eirs were strzamiog in fram all
parts of Jalfoa acd bundrad:
wera matrching to tha Towa Ha'l
on foot, Over 5000 peoplz hig
gathered in the ball long before
the procsision arrived and ao
attempt was made by the orga-
pizers to bold the me=ting in th:
open, but as the weather was
threatening it was decided to pack
up the balccoy acd all the avail-
able space behind the platiorm
and on the verandhbes which began
to overflow, A large number bad
to con‘ent themselves by stand.
ing. cut oa the Ilawn,

“The stores of Anuradhipura
and ' ‘Polapnzruwa evin to.day
speak eloquestly of the Tamils",
copticoed Mr, Poopambalam
“Every:toneis a m numsat {o the
glory and bistaricity of the Tamtl
Face, a race which entertained i's
gway from the Himalavas in the
Morth to the Rubr of ths Chaldea:
in the West and to the Arkovrat
Borabador and the East Iadiac

g’s Support in Jaffna

honoured position in any futar-
constitution, England cannot and
will not, I venturs to think, per-
peitate anoth=r constitution like
the preseat which will be an ini-
quity and 2n act ef hostility tﬁ|
our ancieat racs, Any conttitu-
tion for C=ylon must be bazed on
the recogniticn of the fanda-
mental structare of society of a
number of peapls living thei-
ssparate existaace speaking diife
rent languages, profassinzy diffe-
tent faiths and pursuiog vastly
divergent creeds. This political
and «aczial hsterog=ncity was
duly appreciated by  British
admiaistrators and statemen from
very early times, Sir Hanr
MaCallum, ths Earl of Ciewe, Sii |
Hzary Goallan, Bir William |
Minaiog, the Duke of Devoo-
shire and Sir Edward Stubbs, al |
actively participated in enunciat« |

bas:d on no--dom nation viz. ne
commuaity should bs ia a pesi-
tion to outvote all other com.
muni‘ies put togather,

“No coastitution can pos:ibly
ba aczeptable to the Tamils io
the future except upon thz basi-
of this fundameotal concapt in
the Constitution of 1920 to 1931
Oat of a totzl of 37 membeygs, 18
werz Sinbalese and 19 belonged
to lbe minoritizs. During th-
whelz period thers was no siogle
commuanal divisiou in any debate
Sir Hecbert Staalsy bad o
icknowledgs this in his de:patck
to Lord Pas:field.
insu uratioa of the Donovghmo:e
Constitution ths commuoal cry
132 bacome a regular feature o
debate, From 1931 communal-
ism in the country has become
rampant from a narrow section a!
all e'ections, It has bsea =o de-
osed by Governor Stubbs &t th
wenicg of the second S§at
Councils I 1931 we Tam'l
gerpetrated an act of folly by
hoycotting the Btata C-uacil as
ancourigsd by Sinhaless leaders,
We r-mained out whilst they
pursa:d the one objective of fur
trer concentrating power in their
owa hands, Wi.bin ope year of
ths inauguratioa of the State
Corncil they started debates oo
Consti utional reizrms apnd be-
same imporiunate wih the Gav
srpor and the Becretary of Stat
for Coionizs for immediate rs
orm3. Af a times when we were
cat of Coguncil and when we
vantsd 2 fresh nomioation dav
thote was no Sinbalese leader or
Mirister to support us or give a
helping bande They in fact fslt
the ge:'ure of the boycott should
ke encouragzd while thay conti-
aned in the saddle of power,
After the Tamils enlered th
Counc’), likz a bardy animnl the
Ministers’ mamorandum was for-
warded to the S=cretary of State
for th> Colonies and n:n2 of
tiese reforms wire ever made
koown to the minor'ties or de-

ing the principls of reprasentation |

Evszs sicea the |-

hated Morz recently the Sszcre-
taty of State, in May 1943, de
clared that thzre wou'd ba full
iaternal sslf-govarnm:nt fzr  Cey.
lon, We were rnevst consult
el on this with rezard to
our rlace io the Coostitus
tton or with regard to oug
zhate. And whea I demandsd
that t!isshonld be debated, M.

Archipelago, The braoch of f1is
race demands an honousable ands

Senanayakz with bis characteris-
tic imp:rtinence spoke of p eseat-

‘ng $The finished predoct” fo-
2.1 product mapufac’aced in
Zopland and finished by him.
Fir fifteen years we antsd
‘o present an agreed and united
front fo Hi3z Majesty’s Government
in th2 matter of reforms, Therz
“as been uniformly an uasympn-
ihetic attitnde manifested by
Sinhslese leaders and Ministers,
ol yet we are told that th-
zero hour had nearly asrived and
hat settlemant shounld be arrived
1f, Mr, Mahadeva tried to make
ut trat his friends, the Minis

ie:gy would give the Tamils
of Ceylon twenty geats
we renounced our claim for

Balanced Keprezerctation, This
was ccmpletely and flatly coa-
iradicted at thes un-official Rzw
‘orms Committee mesting cn the
3th, of Novembzr, 1t will do wel!
lor Mr, Mahideva to remember
thz circumstaocz in which bi
llustrions father bad to sesede
‘rom the National Congress ani
ound the Tamil Mahajapa Sabha
n Jafina, Latsr whea the Tamils
ad tbe S abales: sizoned the Pact
was  jettisoned by successive
Nationil Congress Presideats, The
istory of brok:n pledges and
gross bctrayal by Sinhalese lead =gz
is wellknown toyouall Ith<relore
now ajp2al to tie Tamil com-
munity to stand wnaited, ficni in
she fait> they have in thamselves,
13 marifasted in meetiogs aad
zalminatinz in to-day’s proceed-
iogs, and to see tbat the Tamil
r:pres ntatives honour their elsc-
ion pledges as the only candi-
‘ion at prese °t for the just recozai.
tion of thzir rights.”

Welcome spsech

Dr 8. Sobramaniam, (Retired
‘rovincial Sargeon) Chairmsn of
:he Reception Committes and who
e ided over the Consu tative meat=
og in Jaifne some wesks go for the
farmation of the Congress, weleom-
ing the delegates fram various parts
if Ceylon and the large audiznce
present that day, said that te
progress of the movement had been
ne of unitarrupted success which
the eca se just'y deservad, On hehalf
)k the people of Jaffna he welcomed
pecial y members and delegates
¥ho had coms ab greab inconve-
nience from all paris of the Island
:nd particularly he was glad to
velcome membzrs of the Indian
Famil commuanity viz: Diwan
abadnr I X, Persira, and Messrs.
v+ Nateza Iyar and G, R, Motha,
Anowiny the people of Lhe
-asbern’rovince intimately as he did
was sure that their Tamil
rothers and sisters over thers would
ally round the Congress begause he
new Jalfna s aspirations and ideals
vould b3 3hared by their friendsin the
lhast, He was again happy that the
.nd'an Tamil community had united
wlth the Ceylon Tamil community
ia the noble movement to preserve
aeir rac2 and to make Ceylon pro-
!re8s. in accordance with the highest
ideals of disinterested service and
lemocratis equa'ity. Ha had the
benefit of living in Scuth Indis aad
egeiving part of his education in
dadra: lefore he proceeded to Cai
utty and lingland and was not sare
wh th'r all thowe present in the
wll koew the closs connection that
isted b tween the Jaffna Tamils
nd thoss of South Indiain the
a3t It might intersst them to
-10w that the first two gradnstes
the Madras University were
Jadny Tamils and that from genera
Hon > generation people from
Jaffna had gone to 8 uth India to
nive of their best, Some of Jaffna's
rceab Tawils had held the highest
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qpuointm'ents available to natives
‘n Indiy and laboured hard among
ita peaple of South India.

The Tamil community in Ceylon
had made unigue contributions to
the prosperity. happiness and ade
vancewent of Ceylon in &'l speheres
of achivity, educational, administras
tive, agricultural and political,
Withont the efforts of the Tamils,
Ceylon wou'd not have beea in the
position which she had atlained
prior to the introdoction of the
Donoughinore Constitution  The
Tawils had now formed the All.
Ceylon Congress for the purpoze of
the eommon weal and it was intends
ed to promste the interests of the
Tam:l people socia'ly, economically
and po'itical'y. For the time being
the political programme in their
work mizht sppear mora evidank
to onlookers than the other sections
of their activities in view of the
prssent sitoation in Ceylon. They
knew weli thaé withont political .
power, it was not possible to wmake
any prograss whether it b= cultural,
intellectnal, =socia! or moral In
order to achieve progress a just and
proper echievement was an indiks
pensable pre.requisite.  All ihe
mioority communities in Ceylen
desply felt that the present consti=
tution was highly detrimental to
he wa!lare not only of each one of
the minority eommunities but of the
whole Is'and, To repeat the dtates
ment of the late Bir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan. ths Donoughmors
Constitulidn meant death to the
minorities. He felt i his daty to
sta'e that if Ceyon was to be a
happy contented and prosperous
State “the present Constitution
should ke iwmediately replaced,
Oae of the objects of the All-Ceylon
TPamil Congress was to work for a
proper and just form of governnisnt.
The sovereizn remedy for most of
their political evi's was to get &
scheme of government und=r which
ao single commuon’ty would be in
a position (o dominate over the
athets,

“The present political situation,”
the speaker said 'in Ceylon which
has arisen as a result of the working
of the Donoughmore Constitution
during the !ast I5 years teminds me
of an interesting episode in connec-
tion with the Donoughmore Come
mission during its sojourn at Battie
caloa whare 1 was the Medical
Officer at the time. The Commis-
ston’s inquiry was interrupted by
Lord Donoughmore suddenly taking
il with indigestion as a result of
gonswming oysters and my humble
services a: & doctor were requisition=
ed to cope with the situation,
Hortnuvately Liord Done -ghmore was
relievad cf his pain within a shorg
time, DBut the constitulional indi-
gestion which the noble Lord and
his worthy colleagues inflicted on
the body politic of Ceylon has not
yet been cured or treated; and for
fifteen years we have suffered from
this malady uorelieved. We must
be thankful toour President Mr,
G G. Ponnambalam for saving us
from the yet grea'er calamity thag
might have befallen Ceylon in 1938,
But for his statssman'ike and times
ly action the move on the parb of
the Bo:rd of Ministers and our late
Govarnor to have a stiil worse conse
titvtion imposed on s might have
matetia'iscd.

(To bz coniinuzd. Other speeches

wibl appear in our next issue.)
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was larg:ly ‘respoasible for fthe
very wide terms cf referencs in
the appointment of the Soulbuty
commizsisn. It is not therefors
fair for anv on= to alleze that in
making bis susgestions far mino-
rity renresentations at the recent
conference of Couacil M:mbers.
he attemptad tobztray his commu-
pity to the Sinhalese. Oa the
other band hs feught for
his community in asking for 20%
of fhe seats for them. His sugzes-
tion to accept 48 ss=ats out of
108 for the miporitiecs was a
valugble contribution to the eo'u-
tion of the communal prob'em
This scheme gave a larger propo:-
ticm cf s2atz ta the micerities
thaa the number assign=d fo them
in ths scheme propos=d in 1938
Ths protracted natare of the
proceedingy clearly showed the
general desirs for settlement, The
Siohalsse members wers willin>
to make considerable concessions
aad many cof the mipori'y mem-
bers were equally rzady to rzlax
their demands fer the saks of
peaces Lt was thersiore clear 'hat
Me. Mahadegsa was rot actiog
alone when be proposed his
terms of scttlement,

Be:ides his de:ire for ccac li-
aticp, there is another impertant
¢onsidaration which is | larzely
inflnenciog his coutse cf aczticn,
He kncws frem persogal koow-
ledge that the abandcoment cf
the demand for 80.50, which bas
prov:d a veritablz apple of dis.
cerd, will antcmatizally birg
about a divizicn in the rzekscl
ths majority community resalting
in the fo:mation of rival group:
with rival leaders s2sking the cc-
operatica of minority members
to form ministries The s curirz
of a real :hars in the execulive jg
@ greatsr sefeguard than cqual re=
presentation of the majority com
munity and the minorilies, ard
Mr, Mzhadeva, &g a prazhcal
statesman, prefes to advise Lis
cymmunity to accept adequete
r2preszon‘aticn anl the cerfainty
of a share in the administration
to the wvery uncerfain possibility
of all the minority members com
bining againist the majority mem
bers to prevent the formation of
an exclusive'y Sinhaless niinictry
in the future., Ia the ligant of
thess tects oo ene can say th t Fe
bas let dewn the Temie, =and
thoss who ate s:eking to u de~
mine Uis po:ition asa lead r ai
this crit.cal juocture wbea hi:
secyices are most poid:d, sre
coing a d'stinct disservics to the
Tamwils,

Yours ete.
Jatfaa Timil

[ We must correct our esteemed
correspondent on the point, Whal
Sir Andrew Caldecott szked the De
putation was whether the Tawil:
would refuse to accept an offer of,
gay, 40:60 in the matter of rspre-
senta’ion, ‘The Jditor of this
paper, who acted as the leader of
the Deputation, replied that there
was no questlon of the Tamils'
refusing to accept sny forms:
the Tamil demand was- for 50:50

—Ld, H, 0,]

Me. C, Elphinston, Chairman
of the Ma2dras Caamber of Com-
marcesoeakiog at the annual meet
ing of th: Chamber oa Dzzsmber
4y dwelt vpon a numbar of im-
portant lepics of general interest

Politically no progress is ap-
parents said -Mr, Elphinstos, and
wa are oot nearaf an undarstand-
ings Itis difficclt to understan!
the men‘ality of so many Iadian
journalists who take 2 delight in
villfyinz everything Briti:h, Thi-
rzpresents an odd line of ap-
proach towards scmeonz {rom
whom somsthing is wantzd fo
apparzntly the British Govara-
meant is stlll locked t» for th
s»lution of the presant imoass:
Edmuaod Burk: oncs sa’d, *If'1
canaot roform with eqaty. I will
not teform at s11” anl it seems
to me that until therz is a gene-al
fusioa of pacties and palizizs io

this countey, no r=sal progeass
can  be mades It is only
a Goveroment bmit wp o0~

thess lines tha. cim securs the
confidencze aot only of the peopls
of Iadia, but ths world in geaeral
When writing of the fall o
Franez, Andre Maur~is kas grid
that it is not possible to govern a
ccontry again:t the wizhes of 40
per ceot of itz inhabitants and, as
1 prominent American businzs:-
man statid recently with som-
itony and hamour, a statssman is
nae he'd uoright by equal pres-urs
from all dizect’ons, The d:feat of
Tapao will be the b:iginciog and
- ot the end of profcnod bistari
chroge in tke Easte-n wosld,
Extarnal secwity will ecill fir
:qurl consideratica with 13te-pal
stability in this conatrys Tars:
facts postulatz th:t the Gov ra-
mant of Indiz will be called uson
for early and im-orant decisians,
both as rezards m=n and matters

Insult to Tamil Race

A largelya'tended mass me:t
ing of the Tam'ls of KRalmunai
wiz he!d at th: Esplanade on
Wedneaday, presided over by M:
P. V, K-th'rayzlpillai, re'jrad
Electrical Enginrer, which pro-
tasted uwaanimou-ly agaipst the
lisgraceful 1r:ferencis to  the
Tamil raes implied ia the aba
sive langusgz wvsed against Mr,
3. G« Ponnemtalim, Presidzot of
the Tamil Congress, by the Leader
of th: H-u:e and a Minister of
‘he State Counzi'. They f-1t tha’
't was not abusz ¢f an individua'
“ut a promouzcad insult to th:
Timil roce.

The abeva senlirent wa:
ambodi'd ‘in a res>lution which
wes movad by Me, M, A, Masila-
m-ny, Advocaiz, and ssconded
Sy Mrt. S, V. Che!liah. The reso!as
tion was suppocted by Mr. Sam
Stephans,

Tie mesting furtber resclved
that ths Reoresentalive, Eastern
Proviaze, be reqaestzsd to suppsn
he micorities in thrir demasnd for
zquil represzntation with the
major commusity. Pondit Pariya
‘bamby propesed this resolution
which wazs sgecerd:d Dby Mr,

Atazaratnante

JAFFNA TOWN

CHAVAKACHCHERI

TELLIPALLAI

pared to go overseas.

(Held at Pcint Pedro)
Testamentary Jurisdiction
No. 2°0/P.T.

In the matter of tha Last-Will and
Testam=nt of Cbarles Ponniah
Thamothiram of Point Pedro

Decensed.

1 Charles Jayam Thambirajah
Thamolbiram 1
2 Joyce Elizabeth KirgpaiRaf

vam Thamothiram
3 JayaVeeraSintham Hethert Re-
berts Perinpanayagam all of
Po'nt Pedro Peti ion-18
1 Earnest Lawrene Sathi-
yan~gar Thamotheram
2 Violet Fonpnammth Jaya-
sotby Thamothiram
8 B-atrize Edith Arulnesam
Thamothiram
4 Amy Rengitham Gnuana-
devi Thkamothiram
5 Bdgnr Danizl Kirupai-
nesar T hamothiram
& Lagral 1 harmadevi
Thamethiram
1 Huldah Thangamma
Thamotbiram of Peint
Pedro Resnondanis,
4.7 Besponde ts are minors
by their G, A.L. ths Ist
Resrondent
This mait=r of tha pehition of th=
abovenated pebiticners cominz cn
for disposal before E Wijajawardaas
Bsguire Adi‘tional Distriet Judge on
the 30th day of Dscembzr 1%44 in
the pressnce of Msssrs Kandaiy
and Mailvagapam FPrzctors on the
rart of the retition and the affidavit
of the petit'on baving been read
It is ordered that the Last Will of
the dzcaised aboveaamad dated 13th
January 1944 be and the same is
ner_by declared provad and that the
petibioners a-e the executsrz pamed
in tha said Will aad that Lthey are
gatitlad to” have Probate issusd to
them accerdingly u©nless tha res
ponients or any other persom shall
01 or belore tha 11th day of January

Minprs

o all consumers exoapt those ssrved
by ths Og-operativa Stores on the
saoig of the ration given below for
the period 46h Decsmber to 31si De-
samber 1944:
Gram Dhall at loz
Kasally Dhall at 2% oz
Teor Dhall ab % oz

Green Gram at 1cz
Corriande: at + oz
Tamarind at %oz
Tuameric at t oz

2, Consumers are advised to draw
their ration: of bhe above articles
Alang with their rations of other com=
aodities,

E, Gunaratns,
Agzt, Govt. Agent (E)
.G 93, 18) Jaffoa

HOME FRONT

WASHING NEWS

Ervine Brand Soap

Stocked By All
Leading Stores
CHIEF DISTRIBUTORS

Messrs: Mchamed Ally
Abud Ally, Jafina

SOLE AGENTS:

Samusl and Sivasubramaniam
Wholesale Merchants
JAFFNA and MANIPAY

(Mis, 165, £-11—1-2-45)

U435 shew causs 63 thesa isfaction
of thiz Court ta tha contrary,
This 30tk day of Ncvember 1944
Fgi.-E. Wijayawardsna,
Additional District Judge
O 110 14 & 13)

ARMY RECRUITING

—_—

Royal Army Service Corps
and
Ceylon Defence Force
A Recruiting Officer will tour the Jaffna Peninsula
towards the end of December 1944.

Fe will register the names of those wao wish fo join up,
They will ke ealled up during January 1945,

He will be at the following places on the dates and s

the times stated below:—

lAt the Urban Couneil Hall from 2-30

to 4-30 p m, co the 28th, 29th and
306h December, '44.

At the Rest Hounzse from 10a m. to

12 noon on the 29th December, ’44,

POINT PEDRO

At the Rest House from 10 A. M. to

to 12 noon on the 30th December 44,

At Union Collega from 10 A. M. to

12 noon on the 81st December "44.

An education in English is not essential but only a good

education in the recruit's own language. :

Recruits must be over 19 years of age for the R, A, 8. C.

and over 18 for the C. D. F\—be in good health and have a
good physique,

Those who wish to join the ReA.S.C. must be pre-

This is an excellent opportunity for the
youth of Jaffna to see something of the world.
taught English and this will be usetul to them after the war.

They will be

CHIEF RECRUITING OFFICER,

(G, 90. 14, 18 & 21)

CEYLON-

—
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