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‘SPEAKER’S

RULIl & AND THE RIGHTS
OF NINORITIES

(By S. PERIATAMBY)

The raling of the Sp2aker on
‘the amendment moved by th*
member fer Point Pedro on the
-motion in’reducsd by th: mem-
ber for Panadure ‘on the subject
of a Con titrtion f:r a Free
‘Lianka raises some important
issues of 2 constitutional nature,
and there are azpects of the s'tua-
ticn which are of epecial interest
to us at the prss=nt juacture in
view of impeniing changes in our
constitution.

There was unanimity among
al! sections of th: Covacil in the
demand for Seli=Government if
only the Board of Migisters won'd
agree to the provizion of adequate

.gafeguards to ensure just and
-equitable treatment to minarity
grouns in th= crualry and othsre
pot sufficiently represented in the
Constitution, There was acnte
difference of opinion on the ques-
“jion of these cafeguards between
the Ministers represeniiog ftre
. major commun’ty in the ccua'ry
on the one hand and the varicus
.mincriti*s on ths o'h=r, If the
Courcil is to give any d'rsction to
the Bo:rd cf Ministers fn the
drafting of a Constitution now—
-the Bcard has by drafting a cons-
titution unaccer table to all mine-
rities proved itszlf utterlvy incap-
rable of understanding the peces-
gities cf the situation—the Qonn
cil shovld give clesr and unigai.
vocal directions ca the guestion
of thes= safeguards which is the
only poiot on which fhere is
-any need for the Council to indi-
cate its wishs to the Boa:d of
Ministezes The cbject of fhs
amendment moved by th: mem-
‘ber for Point Pedro was te enable
te Ccuncil to indicate its wishes
and give its direc ions to the
Board «f Mipister:; but the reliog
of the Speaker bas mad= it im-
possib’e for the Council to dis-
charge its dutiee in this respact,

Purther it cho Id pot be fo-
_gotten that 2 delib rative a:sem-
bly liks the Siate Council iz not
constituted solely for registericg
“{ts votes If this iz co, there [s no
pzed {or apy dizcusiion. The ma.
jority cap merely lay on ihs tab'e
_$aeir decisiors on all matiers
and then ibers isan end of ail
proceediogs. The ourgapisation
of tue legislature in all de.
‘morratic countrie? is specially
designad to promote the ends of
go operative and creative thinking,
i, e« thioking by which balf truths
and political views rresented
from various standpoiats are
carefully consid:red and every
‘endeavour is made to render
poassible the emergence of corsact
views by bermonis’og appar atiy
divergent and conilicting opi=

nions Ds'iberatioa and dizcns
sion in an atmosphers of goo'!
sense, courtssy and goodwill
serve, a3 nothing else does t
promote the ends of co-operative
and creative thinking, and th
roling of tie Speaker on the
amendment of the Member fo
Poin' Pedro has denied an op
portunity - an opportunity which
might be of lasting benefit to the
peonle of this country - to the
Council to solve the conflicts and
differsnces of opinion among it:
mzmbers by evolving some view
acceptable and satizfactory to th
divergent intsrasts concerned.

A considsration of the circom
stances in which the amendmen*
was introduced by th: members
for Poini Pedro will coavince a'
right=thinkiog wen that the ruling
has made it impnssible for a sec
tira'cf the House ~the membe-
for Point Pedro and others of his
way of thirking »to taks par
in the proceed’ngs of the Conncil
The amendment was introduce’
bacause it was feit that thissection
of the House could aot vote for or
against the motion a3 it stood
While they were gen-rally in
favour of freedom fer the covm-
tey, they could not, in view of
their vecent experience in regard
ts the conduct of the Board of
Ministers in the matter of dralt
ipg a constitution, teust this
Board to draft a suitable consti
tution if the Council did not giv
clear directions to it on the gnes
tion of safegvards for minoritiz
etc, Their participatlion in the
proceedings of the House becam-
“meaningless’”, as the Memb:r
for Point Pedro very correctly ¢-
marked, when the ruling cf th-
Speakes disallowing the ame~d
ment made it impossible for bir
and other minority members to
follow the oaly course they could
follow with-ut statifyisg them-
selves, The raling bhas had th:
affect of suspending for th2 tim:
bsing the minority party in the
Council from the enjoyment of
their ri:bhts as m2mbers of th=
legislature,

The amecdment introduced b
ths Member fer Point Pedro wa:
upiqus ia that it was possible for
him and others of his way cl
thinkinz to give exaress'on &
their views on the Raforms onh
by introducing this amszndmea’
In ordinacy cases it was open f0
vote against a motfon withont
moviag an amzndment; but o
thiz iastance it was not peszible
for them to do this withoat stulti-
fy'ng themsslves or creatiog mis-
apprehensions _ regarding  their
ceal views, Itisclsar that it was

(Continued on page 3)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The U. C. & Its Employees

Sir,—The publiz of Jaffna who
have cuffered immeasurablz in.
convenizoc? and loss duz to the
frequent disputss that arps: bet-
wzen the Urban Coupcili and itz
employess should immediate'y
lake steos to have a thorough and
crmp'ets ingnity into the- whole
matter as otherwisa the Urtan
Counacil will conticue thrawing
away the rate-pavers’ rionsy in
rorducting Teade dicpnter ip-
quiries and expensive invectige-
‘ions that have not servad any
uzeful purposze for the rate-piyers

Last year two Trade di-pute
=nquiries wege held and ths Coun-
2il Jost both of them after spend-
ing larze sums of money on the
anquiries, and finally paid
R2.1000 as cost, Last montb
1oother  Trade dipnts enquiry
was conducted alsaat considerabl=
spensa to the Council. Ths result
of this enquiry is not knowa yets
- A few davs ago an eazin2 in
the Power H - use was reported-to
have falled dus to a wora of
jart. which was despatched for
r3pair: to Messrs Walker Sons &
Cp, Ltd with an uorgent mes3ag-
‘tom ths Chairman. Ths renly
same from ths firm that they
would not underteke the repairs
noless the cost of repairs viz
RRs. 110 was remitted in advance
This indicates that ths firm
which bas giv-n several thousands
of rupees worth of cradit to ths
Conncil in the past has now soms
rsason for rafusing this small
credit even in anm emergancy.
This state of affairsis certainlva
dis race to ths ratepayersof Jaffpa

The break-dowa of the engine
regulted in a restrictad supply of
=lectricity to certein impor‘ant
zsctions of the town and parti=
sula ly to essential services suzh
as the Hospital
Tolleges; Priating Presses ete,

The Counncil always gives anex-
cues of insufficient fuads when the
ratepayers agitate for thair lagiti-
mate services such as satisfactory
road-ways, sanitation, water
supply etec etc. it is an unpardons
able and irresponsible act on the
part of the councillors to waste
the ratsepayers’ money as detailed
1bove. '

Tha only solution to this ap-
parently everlisting problem of
disputes will be either to frame
charzes against the employess
ind discontinus theiv services or
if the Council is incabale of
taking this coarse of action, the

electricity department sbould bef

promptly handed ovar to the
Goverament. Yours ete,
* Ratepayer”

Rowdyism in Council
Sir,—Yonr protest agaiost the
utter'y un-Parliamezniary beha-
vionr of twp Ministees (Mes:rs,

Senalayake and Bandaranaike):Dzc, 18.12.14

Post=Office;

towards Mr, G, G« Ponoambalam
is indeed a opuhlic servica. The
‘Times of Czylon’! was ths only
diily in Colombolfo rrotest, Ano-
ther daily which ealls itgelf the
watchioz of the pablic interest
cared not to utter a word of core
demnation. The reason is not bes
aus: the men who run that papar
are not sepsitive to indecent con-
dust, In this instaoce the Tamil
lzader is persons non grata for the
simple reazon that ha, in the teeth
of so much attempted bullying
on the part of Sinhaleas poaliticians
who happen to be in power and
the betrayal of some Tamil repre-
sentatives who got [themzelves
elected through his powerful sup=
port, has the courag= ta stand up
for the rights of his commuaity
and d=mand them, He got elect=
ed to the State Counc’l promisiog
to bis constituents to do so and,
as a men of honour be sticks to
ths promisz. If only Me G.G. Pon-
cambalam had conducted himself
as ancthzr collsague of his has
dons he wonid have beea reward.
2d with & Ministzeship and treat-
ed with mxuch adu'ation instead
of bsing insulted,

A wesk _ha: pissed since this
diggrace[uf_ exhibition tock place.
Nan2 of the tweaty cdd members
who were witnessss to the scene
has had the decznzy to take any
stens. Neither kas the Sp:raker
taken action, There can be mo
doubt thit ths action of the two
Ministsss was a gress breach of
orivilage.' For certain gaestioos
asksd by Mr. Ponnambalam-which
were peither up-FParliameotary
aor contrary to the truth becauss
the Dzputy Speaker dil not ca'l
the Membes to order and those
accusad have oot so fir cleared
thamszlves = on the floar of the
Houss he'was theeatsned by the
Min'sters and within a second of
adjournment subjscted to the
m-st filthy abnss, Mr. Ponname
balam wmay cot care to bring up
the mattzr to th: noticz of the
Sp:2ker, althonzh many fesl that
i+ is bi= duty to do so. The other
M=m%ers in whaos2 presence this
lesaicabls scens took place may
bz so lest to al! sens= of dec:.noy
15 fo desist fron reportiag it for
fear of the b’y men conceraad.
The public how:ver has the feel-
ing that this iz a matter which
fbe Speakec must take up swo moto.
[f hz cinnat protsct the safety of
pzrson of mambers who have the
luty of advocating causzs not to
he liking of the caucns in pawer,
lzes ha exzpsci them fo coms
irmed far self=>rotectica against
yo3sible atbtacks from pugi'istic
12liticians and tha thugs who are
celiably renorted to have javeded

the orecincts on the day ia
questions
Uolombo, Yours ete,

Sl CO G_‘,.
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AFTERMATH OF
LIBERATION

THE LIBERATION OF FRANCE
is the only bright =pot in the
otherwise dark picture pre-
sented by the Iiberated Suates
The elevation of
General De Gaulle to supreme
power is, no doubt, a tempo-
rary measure, but it has led to
the formation of a strong
French Government. It may
be safely assumed that this, in
its turn, will lead to the emer-
gence of a strong France, who
will play her proper part in
In all
other countries which have

_ been freed from the German

yoke or which are within

- measurable distance of their

@ recent occasion

‘the United States

freedom, the end of the Ger-
man tyranny threatens to give
place to internal strife with
one or the other of the Allied
Nations trying to settle
matters in its own way. Little
is now heard of the difliculties
of the.Belgian Government
but thers is pob the slightest
doubt that these difficulties
are by no means over. With
regard to Poland, the British
Premier frankly confessed on
that the
possibilities of a seftlement
with Russia were far from
bright. Mup. Churchill made it
clear that fhe liberation of
Poland must come from Russia
by virtue of the latter's geo-
graphical position, and he bas

been urging the fugitive Polish |-

Government in Liondon to come
to terms with Stalin. No suech
agreement i8 in sight and
the latest announcement of the
United States Secretary of
State is not calenlated to ease
the icherent difficulties of the
situation. After stating that.
if mutual agreement were rea-
lised by the United Nations
concerned regarding the future
frontiers of Poland, the Ameri-
can Government would have
no objection to such an agree-
ment, Mr. Stettinins added
that “the -U. 8. Government
continues toc adbere to ibs tra-

- ditional policy of declining fo

give guarantees for any specifie
frontiers, The -U. 8. Govern-
ment is working for the esta~
blishment of a World Security
Organpisation through which
together
with other Member
would assume responsibility for
the preservation of
security”. It remains to be seen
how far the Russian Govern-
ment will be inclined in favour
of a World Security Organisa-
tion aiming ab general security
leaving the questior of the
frontiers of individual States

§0 be fixed by agreement

btates.

general

amonast the nations concerned,
It would, howsaver, seem that
the American view is not alto-
gether unfavourable or unpala~

"|table to the Russian Govern-

ment which would be delighted
to conclude frontier agreements
with the puppet Governments
it has zet up.

While, in Italy, the British
veto in regard to the formation
of the new Cabinet has been
accepted, Pritish intervention
has left a trail of disappoint-
ment and discontent behind it.
In Greece the situation has
deteriorated ccnsiderably. Bri-
tish troops are now engaged in
the fighting, and all attempts
at pease-making have, so far,
failed.

It was in fhese circums-
tances thab the British Premier
urged the imperative need for
a meeling of the Big Three
Reports from Washington state
that “an early Three-Power
meeting is likely and that the
American Government will
probably issue a statement of
American policy on the Russian
and British moves in Europe
It ‘s significant that, in the
fighting in Creece, the Ameri-
can troops have been ordered
to be nentral. The prospeets
of a seitlement are not bright
as Mz, Churchill, himself ad-
mitted. The only reasonm for
optimism iz to be found in
the imperative need for Allied
golidarity as long as the war
is in progress.

Hindu Board of

Education

The 20th Annual General Meet-
ing of the above Board will be held
on the 24th inst at 3 p. m. at the
Saiva Training Institute, Tinnevely

Tamil Congress In
Valigamam North

A mass meeting of the electors of
Valigamam North was be'd at the
Sehool Hall Mallakam on Sunday
the 1Tth inst, when it was resolved
to inaugurate a Distriet Congress
Committee for that division, and
Mr G G Poonambalam made s
stirring address,

Mr. T Kumaraswamy J- P, pre-
cided,

The resclution to' indugurata s
“ommittee was moved ky + Mr
T. V. Chellappah and seconded
by Mr, S. Jobnpulle and supporied
by Messres T, 8+ Kanagaratnam.
S. Eliyathamby and A, V. Sada-
sivam.

Pandit E. Periyathamby and
Messrs. R Sivagurunathan, R. N,
Shivapragasam and V., Sadasivam
appealed o the pecple to staad unit
ed in their fight for the Congtifu-
tional ¥'ghts of the Tamils.

Mzr. G. C, Ponnamba'am, Presis
dent, All-Ceylou Congress made a
fervent appeal for unity among all
sections,of the higtoric Tawil race
The election of office-bearers
resulied as lollows:—

President Mr T. Kumaraswamy
Vice=Fresidsnt::—Msgsrs, S, Swaumni-
uathan, S E iyathamy I, P, Thurai-
ratnar,

Secrotaries—M :gsrs, K, V. Bala~
singham and §, Nadarajah,
Treazurer: Mo C, Ramalingham.
A representative Committes was

also appointed,

frity members.

All-Ceylon Congress
At Pt. Pedro

- Under the auepices of the Vada-
maradehy District Commiittes of the
All Ceylon Congress, Mr. G G.
Ponnambalam, the President of the
Congress addressed @ monster mass
meseting, of over three thousand
people on Tuesday the 19th inzt at
the Sivankovil premises in Poing
Pedro, Mr and Mrs. Ponnam-
balam were taken In procession ac-
companied by music and wlth Con-
gress banners ot the head - Many
shops were closed and placards of
50:50 were seen hung over doorsteps.
Mr. and Mrs Ponnambalam were
garlanded all along the ronte and
some garlands had pendants hanging
with the inscription of DBalances
(scales) and 50:30

DM, V. Aronachalam, Frincipal
of the:Hindu High Scheol, presided
and explained how the minorities
in Ceylon had besn reduced foa
position of inferiority in the cotitry
after - the introduction of tha
Donoughmore Constitition He =aid
that the Point Pedro constitweacy
was proud of its representative iz
that Mr. Poopnambalam wag the
man of the hour and he alone was
fighting valiantly to restore their
comumiunity to its proper place of
power and influence. Further
he appeaed for unity and
expressed his gratification fhat
many leaders in  Vadamaradchy
who former'y did not see to eys
with Mr. Ponnambalam had now
joined M. Ponnambalam and
rallied round the ngble canss for
which he was giving all his time
and talent unceasingly for the last
fiffesn years,

Messrs, L. M. Sabaretnam, R
Sivagurunathan, Thikkam Chelliah
Pillai, Dr; K, Cathiravela ( President
Valigamam West District Com.
mittee of the Congrass) and Pandit
K. EKrishnapiilal, addressed the
meeting exp'aining that fhe Tamils
were settled in Ceylon long before
the Sinhalese arrived, and were
ruling in patts of Ceylon upto the
arrival of the Portuguese, They
should not now be classified s
“coolies’™ working on estates and be
treated as slaves. They ail p'edged
their support to the Congress

Mz», Ponnambaiam received g
great cvation on riz'ng and explain-
ed why he had te organise an All-
Ceylon Congresz  embracing all
Tamils—Indian, Northern Ea:t-
ern, Western and Southern Tamils
When he stood befere the Pt. Pedra
constitmency -ten yeard agp as =
candidate be pledged himsell to
work fortheregaining of the pogition
lost by the Tawmils under the
Donoughmore Cong itution, and
was now faithfully eczrrying out
his pledges. The principle of
Balanced Represeniation was no
new invention of his. He wad ouly
insisting on the maintenance of the
principle of non-domination by any
one community laid down in the
Duke of Devonshire's despatch
of 1923 and which waa incorporated
in the Constitution then, In the
ald Legislative Council there were
18 Sinbalese members and 19 mins-
The speaker said
that he now wanted only that
principle to be muintained. He
then gavea number of instances
where the Tawil provinces of the
East and the North bad suffered
eponomically for want of Balanezd
Representation under the Dongugh-
more Constitution He was nof at all
against obtainiog feedom, He was
for self-government for all sestions

aud communifies under the protec-

lion of the British, The Tamila
who had alwaye been on the van.
guard in all the fighta for political
advance would never obstruct any
movement for freedom  provided
there way eqnity and justice in the
schemes H= did not believe in’the
reserve powers of the Governor as
a full protection for the minarities,
When it was pointed out o
Governor Caldecott that the shifting
of Anuradhapura town was a great
injustice to the Tamils settled down
there, the Governor said that it was
purely an internal question' and
that he wornld not interfere in ‘ita
So the ooly proper safeguard was'to
prevent |non-domination in ' the
legis'ature by any one single come
mwunity cver all others. He was
deep'y thankfal to his constituency
for the confidenge reposed ‘oo him
and for their unstinted and cona
tinued support in his endeavours,

Mr 5. Mahe:an proposed a reso-
lution giving Vadawaradchy's full
support to a'l the resolutions passed
at the Ienenary sessions of the Alle
Ceylon Congress in  Colombo. I
was seconded by Mr, M, Kandae
swamy and supported by Mr. 8,
Alvapillai. The Secrefary of the Dis.
trict Commalttee proposed s vote of
thanks.

The Vadamaradchy South
Rural Reconstrucjion
Congress

The inangnral meeting .of the
abovz Congr:ss was beld on Friday
tha 15:h instant at Kaddaively
Viliaze Commlittee promis:e. Mrs
Jeyskodi, Advocate, was vo'ed to
ba chair. In his intraductory
remarks, Mr, Jeyakodi “said that
the rural population was sadly nege
'ected and waz in a backward

condition, He said that the
spiritval, cultural, social apd
economic  reganeration of 3he

masses should ba the primecoacern
of every citizen. The mistaken
motion that social and public
ervices involve politics shou'd be
eradicated, Ha appealed to all
men and women to take more in-
tecestin the welfars of the villagese

A Sub-Committez was appoint.
ed to draw us a five year plan;

It was also resolved that food
production and health activitiss
shounld bz the main immediate
pregramme of work.

Office-bearers: President:K.Jaya.
kodi (Advocate), Vice=Presidsnts;
S, Kandavanim (Chairmaa V,C,),
K. Sivasaogaram (Proctor), Secre-

tary: S. Benathirajab (Pansionss),
Asst. Secretary; V. Kandappu
(Landed Proprietor), Treasares:

K. Ponoudurai (Principal, Vada-
maradeli Central Oollege),
Committee: K, Rajaratoam
(Proctor), S, Mabesan (Rsgistrar
of Marriages), O, Olaganather
(Teacher’; C, Babapathippillai
(Peosiozer), V.Manikkam/(Teach=
er), 8. Paramsothy (Proctor), N, K;
Govind:pillai (T2acher), S. Vettia
vetpillai (Landed Proprietor),

WANTED

Wanted from January for the
Vadamaradeby Hindu Grirls” College
(1) A Lady Graduate to be Prinoiped
(2) An English certificated lady,
qualified to teach Oriental Music,
Apply to the Manager, Puloly

Weat, Bgint Pedro, .
(Mis, 178, 21 & 25-12-44.)
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SPEAXER’S RULING AND THE RIGHTS
OF MINORITIES

(Continued from page 1.)

an occasion on which procedure
by way of amendment wa-
epecially appropriate, desirable
end necsssary, and in view of th:
‘need for the Council to express it:
'goinion clearly and unequivocally
on a matter of vital importance
to the country, nctbing s'ould
bave been done that was calza-
lated to stifle discuszion or debat~:
but the Speeker bas ruled other-
wize to the consternation and
dismay of all lovers of democracy,
In view of what bas hapoened
_ in this mattzr, can it be 8aid that
the decision of the Council is heine
duly and properly formed? The
denial ot th2 right of discussion
and criticlsm to en important
-minority group is a serious irregu-
larity in the procesdiogs af the
Council, and we msy reasoa~bly
contend that resnlt of the debate
cannot be tegarded a3 the decision
of the council duly and property
- daken.

Another unsatisfactory feature
of the ruling is that no resson
in given by the BSpeaker, Th=
most vital question on the subject
of Reforms is the one raised by
the membsr for Point Pedro in
the amendment, and the procedore
of ihe Speaker iy iuing out the
‘amendment with the remark 1hbat
it dealt with details is, to cay
the least of it, verv difficult to
pndesstand, In a Ceuacl the
proceedings of which chould be
" conducted in accordanca with
definite rules made for the purpo €
or establisbed by usage, the Speak-
e¢.cannot allow his owan idess
of tbings to dictate decisions on
ma'ters of proczdure. Hedischar.
ges fuoctions of a judicial na-
ture while giving rulings, and, ia
view of the fact that these ruling:
become precedents for the gu'd-
ance of bis successorss it is impzsra-
tive that be should always give
rea:zons for bis tolngs, It j& much
to be regretied that members of
the State Council are notaware
of their rights in this mattse o7,
"if they are aware of tham, they
do pot ascert them. Things were
quite differeat in the old Legislas
tive Ceunc’l, and, on & memorab
occasion, wken Governor Ma-
Ca!lum as President of the Couacil
proceeded to give a rol'ag again-t
toe Ceyloncse Member, the latter
put to him the pointed questioo
_#Where is the rule Sici” The
Speaker is entirely bound by the
gules and usages of the House and
"even in England “his powers io
relation to the debates have never
been locked upon as entitling him
to exprcss or enforce any com
pletely new or purely per:onal opi=
nion as to what is on principle
allowable in debate cr otberwis:.”

‘We in this country are apt to
forget that delibetation and di:-
cussion in Council, by providing
an oppcrinzity to the oppesition
‘minority for the criticism of
Government policy and the correc:
tion of abus:s, furaish a necessary
safeguard against the decadence
of democratic rule and the super-
gession of popular Goverfment
by various foims of dictatorship
Ucder a 1orm of Goveroment nst
gespcnsible to the people, deliberi-
t:on and discussion become mean-
iogless and are not enccuraged at
all. The ruling under motcez by
which important mincrities have
boen denjed the opp rta ity for
deliberation and dizcussion in
_segard o comstiluticoas relorms,

can rightly be regarded as calcu-
lated to wsher totallitarian teadzn-
cies into the country and to per-
petuate in prestige and authcrity

the communal caucus bpow
enteenched in power
Popular Governmeut capopot

tirive where ample facilities ars
not provided for discussion and
criticism  before dszcisions are
taken on important matisrsaficet.
ing the we!l=beiog of the country.
If popular Government *‘consist:
in the concistant effort of 8 mino-
rity to turn itself by methods of
rersuasion into a majority which
will then reverss the action or
modify the dec’sicn of the form'r
majority”, any method eof s'iil're
discusiion must necessirily b

regarded a3 savouring of authori
tarian or totallitarian rule and
qnite incompatible with ecl'ghtend
democracy,

A gituation in which the miro-
rity is denied opportunities of f-2¢
_riticism and discission and thus
reduced to a possition of impo:
t=nce ‘s cn= of great danger to the
State.The minori'y 30 placs dmigh*

beeome indiffersnt to mafkters
relating to the Government of 1he
country and turp away from pol*

tics in disgust, or it may =zee s |

vation oaly in a revolutiona-y
violence acaiost  establ shed

Govaronmeng ”

The position of the opposition

or the minority isone of great
imp>rtance to the state, and that
fact is well recoznized in the
organisation of the legislature in
all civilised couatries, England
supplies the model to the civilised
world in all matters Trelating to
patliamsntary Governmsntand the
student of parliamentary precs-
iure in Epgland will nct: tha

the characteristic tendency . of
English procedure iz the gtrong
emphasis placed oa the profection
of the rights of minorities 1s
discussing the safeguards against
the dangers by the acceptancs of
the majority principle, Sir Gzorge
Cornwall Lewis says, “Anothe-
check upon the majority of a
deliberat've assembly is derived
irom the forms of its procesd-
ings, These forms are generally
o arranged as to secure to the
minority the power of statiog
their objections both te the pein-
cip'e and details of ev:iy mea.
sure proposed for adoption by the
Assambly and ol retarding its
Jrogress by adverse criticlzm snd
the moving of amendments, Tre
i~rms of the Erglish Hounse of
Commons are avewedly contrived
for the protection of minoritiss
and they are so effzctual for their
purpose as frequeatly to defeu
the will of the gezat body ef the
Heuse and to enable a few men-~
b=rs to resist, at least for a time,
a measqra decired by a majorit,,”
It does not appear that our peoli-
icians here are aware of the la:zt
that the Speaker of the House ol
Commons is sp-cially charged
with ths duty of protecting  tae
tights of minoritizs,

Tha deprivation of the righ! of
freeicm of d'scussion iz the ve y
ci‘adsl of reprezentative Govero.
ment, whether bronzht aboot by
the ruling of the Speaker orby
'brzats of violence against & meme
ber who asserts bis right of fcze
spaech, is a situation cf great peril
to the commun'ty and shouid
be wviewed  with grave con-
cetn by all lovers of democracy.

Those who have carefully obe

geryed the working of the State
Ceunncil ia the rast kocw whal
rezult= to expect fri~ apv temrp!
to reviss the ru'irg of th S3 aker
or otherwisa to improve tse tore
nf th2 procesdings in Copncil
How the communpal caucus works
insidisnzly to poison the life of
the Council in all activities can
be sezn from the utter disregard
of justice and fairplay and the
breach of all recognised conven-
tions of popular Government
which this body has shewa, when
{hs Council bad to reach decisions
on matters vital to (he interests
ol the country, including ths revi
sion of the rulings of the Speaker
If democracy iz to havz a chance
in Ceylon, honesty, sincerity and
fairp'ay in evary walk of lif
should become thseule: and whats
ever corupts life, whether it is
a1ascrupnlecns  and  self-seckine
rowdyism supported by orzanised
violence or seifich and shams'ess
hypocricy masked by sancti.
noniors cint and humbug, zhoul
o8 suppreszed with a ctropg hand
U utege apd vigi'azcz are the
ricz of good Governmeat,

TAMIL CONGRESS IN
VALIGAMAM WEST

“We Tamils who paeticipatsd
in the progress of this Jsland have
for the last 14 years been unable
to share in the administration ol
this country owing to the un-
fortunate Donavghmore constitu
tion, It 13 a mattsr cf eternal
regret that the Donoughmore
Scheme was forced on u©s owiog
to the gross betraysd of one of vs
who tocned the scales 'e a majo-
tity. 1o the present State Comp-
cil thz Sinhaless, bzing in an over-
whslming majority, ars cver
iding ui—tbe minorities, This
avar-riding has tusnsd into the
splidarity of the Tamils” said Dr
K. Cathiravelu presidinz at a
»ublic mesting of the All-Czylon
~ongress held uader ths asspices
3f the Valizamam West Distric!
Jommittze at Pannazam, Chuoli-
puram, The gathering was well
yver thraa thousand.

“We Tamils" cootinued Dr.
Catbiraveln claim thizg fair isle
15 our homeland as de the Sinha-
ese, We Tami's have held sway
aver ths whole of Ceylon for
centuries, and today the dis-
crimination made against wvs by
Siobalese Ministers has moved
a5 unite for our just and -=jusl
rights"

“Ths Dravidiau ep’rit moves gs
to advance to preserve for ow
fature generatioss an h:oczumnable
and equazl place in this couniry”

“We welcome our leader Mr,
Gs G, Ponpambilam, young ip
gears but old ia wisdom, If not
for Mr. Ponnambaliam we Tamils
twould have been completely 21
stake as regards our place io
any future constitution."

Dr. Chelliah pext speaking said
“We ars gathered here today ate
time of political danger oversha-
dowiog the Tamil race, It is
very urgent that we should prezent
a united Iront, I have obassved
Mr, G. G, Poanampalam as oae
who never breaks his pledges
and tocday every action of hi
1zeaks it. Whe bave no grizvancss
with ony Sinhalese bretbren, but
we figut against the Ministers who
discriminate and oves-ride us”
Mr. G. G, Ponnampalam address
ing said “Your patieace this even-
iog shows your dsterminaiion fo
assert our right demands, It js

——

Swarajyam first and even today
we are for ite May our children
imbibe with their daily bread the
‘living water” of freedom, but ve
want Swarajyam for all commui.
nities in the Is'aad, not for one
communi‘y or caucus, Mr, Pone
nambalam then proceaded “to
show instances where wvaridus
neads of the Northern and “East-
xrn Pyovinces bad to suffer be-
cauee of the small nomber bf
Tamil rzpeesentatives in Counzil
1g aga ‘nst ap ovarwhelming nom=
ber ef the majorily community,
who were never truly sympathetic
towards the welfare of the North,
The poor medical fa.itities in
the North and the East, the Irana-
madu taok, the re'nsal to Btart
seactor cultivation in the Northera
ind Eastern Provinces fhe grants
ing of 50 buskels of paddy to the
cultivators of the North under the
Lateraal Purchaze Scheme - 88
again:t 100 bashels fo those of the
South who had the advantage of
[trigation. faciiities. the shifting
of Anuradhapura town, and many
thar instances weare cited by M,
Ponnambalam to show why ha
vas insisting on Balanced Repres
:=nfation so 'that there migat ba
‘ustice and fairplay in what tha
Legislatare was doiog.

Messtss Thesa Oglian  Sengs
hirajab, K, Arumuogam, Proc=
or, R. B'vagurunathan, Progtor,
Pandit Per atamby, E, Ramalipe
gam, C, Perumalpillaj, Proctor,
3. S:ivaduraj, Phy:iziap; . and
3: Kapapathipillai; spoks io 0=
port of the objsctsof the Copgress,
Mubandram C. Krishaar proposed
wnd Mr. P, Sianadurai seconded a
resolution accepbiag tha crsadliof
the Congress and exprassing tha
pzople’s full confidsnce im tha
Uongress and its President. 1

The Ofica-bearers of th: Vali.
ramam West District Committee
ver2 ‘ben electzd, Prazident D;,
K. Cathiravelu, Vice-Presiddnts
Or, . Ch-=lliab, Muhandfim
> Krishoas, Messra, J,%V.
Chelliah aod Mr, BSambaniia.
maorthy, Organising Sscratary:
dr, O, N. DevaRajan, 'Jaint
3:cretarics: Messes, T, Kanagarst.
aam ana 3, Sivagoaoam, Practes;
Ceeasures; M K, Sabbapathipillzi,
Asst, Treasurer: Thesa Qalian
3conathirajab, A Commities of
twzaty members with powar ta
1dd, was alse eectd,

Mg, C, N. DavaRajan prapos:d
1 vole ef thanks.

Mr, Ponnambalam was fak:n
in procession to ths accouipanis=
ment of music from Chaokahai
junction to Pannagam. All toe
ihops in the market wers coosed
ind he was garlanded all aleag
the ronte. Hz2 was iaviled b7 the
nembsrs of the Commitiee of
Managemeat of the Moolai Co=
o.erative Hospiial, on bis way to
Pannagim. The President Dr,
Caoellian, and the Meadical Offizers
ia charge, Dr. M. O, Chacke and
Or. S, Sambanihan recsived bim,
ind members of the Committes
and well-wishers of the Hospita)
:otertained him and his ' parcty
it tey, Dg. Chelliah gave a
brief history of the proirsss of
tve Hospital aad Mr. Ponaame
valam replied promissing to do
all he could towards ity welfare,

: T
FOR §S.C & H S G
: STUDENTS

Pri%ate Tuition—Latin
S. Ganesha lyer,
Grand Bazaar, Jating.

the Tamils who always demanded

(Mis, 1764 18-12— |
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WANTED

——

‘Pupil nurses, midwives and mele

attendants for the Cooperative
Union Hospital, Moolai.
Qualifications: J S C. with

knowledge of English preferred.
Scale of Salaries:-

(2) Public pursezs Rs 21-25 per
month including allowaoce for the
‘first six months and Rs. 27-50 with
gubsequent increments.

(b) Qualified midwives Rs. 35—75

30
‘excluding war allowance

(¢) Male Aitendantz Rs, 27-50
‘with increments.

Apply to the Hon. Secretary,

The Co-operative Union Hospital

Moolai, Chulipuram
Mis 173, 14—21-12.44

ORDER NiSI

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

JAFFNA :
Tes'amentary Jurisdiction No. 338
In the ma‘ter of th= Intestate estate
_cfthe lete Thambgo Ramalingam
of Araly Sou'h Depsas-d,
Remalirgam Mylvaganam of 41t
Lane Wellawalta  Petitioner

Vs
-1, Ramolingam Thambirsjah cf
‘Wellawafia

2. Ramalingam Ratoagiogham

3. Bamalidgam Rasamany

4, Ramaingam Nadarsjsh 3]l of

Arsly South, Rezrondents,

This matter coming on for disrozal
befere H. A, De Silva E=qr District
{Iudze Taffpa on th: 14th day of
Novembsr 1944 in the pressrc: of
Mr. S. Kandasamy, Prostor, on th-
part of the petitoner gbovenamed;
and the affidavit of ths pefilicoer
dated 18th October 1944 havig be:=n
zead;

It is ordered (a) that the Isb
Respondent ba and Le is hereby ap
pointed Guardian-ad-litem over the
minors 2od “rd and 4th Responde -ts
aboyenamed for the purpzse of thi
action ard (b) that the Pebi
~tioner be and ke is lerabw

“declared entitled as son of fthe
abovepamsd deceased, to have let
ters of edm’pistration to the estate
issved to bim unless the R-spondecbs
.abovenamed or any other rersoa or
persoas interested shall oa or bafore
the 19th Japvary 1945 show sulf-
ioien" cause to the gatisfaction of
‘this court te the ccatiary.

Sgd. H, A, Dz Silya,

District Judge.

141t November 1944,
(0. 111, 21—25-14.44)

HOME FRONT
WASHING NEWS

Ervine Brand Soap
Stocked By All
Leading Stores

CHIEF DISTRIBUTORS
Messrs: Mcohamed Ally
Abud Ally, Jaffna

SOLE AGENTS:

Samuel and Sivasubramaniam
Wholesale Merchants
JAFFNA and MANIPAY

(Mis. 165, 4-11—4-2-45)

NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFSA

Testamentary Juriediction No. F40°

In the matter of the FEstate of AR
AR, SM. Somasuudram Chat iar,
deceased,

To the creditors of the above
Estate.

Take noties that the Admiristrator
of the abcy~ Hstate is applyizg to
thi=' Court-for leave to sall tha unds--
mentioned Rubber Est tes for a som
of Rs. 18,000/ to Mutlish Copar
Perumal of Sea Sireet, Colombo a d
Yakkalakankanange Don Piyadasa of
Thalawtiyala, Maitars.

Any creditor desiring to shew csusz
agains” the eaid application for sale
is required to appear in psrson or by
his Procior before this Court on the
19th day of Japuary 1940 at 10 a, m,
By order of Court
Bgl, Acbg Sscratary,

Jaffas
19th Dec 1944

(1) Sunderavinayake Estate si'uat
2d in the villages |of Warakapitiya
1nd Akurnozoda in We'licam Korale
in the Distriot Cou 6§ of Mabiras Ex-
tent 97 A- 3R, 25 P, Plaated in
Bubber 90 acres,

(2) Kanapathy Estate siluated in
the villages of Ihala Ksembiya,
Waduramba and Ilhala Kslwala in
Gancabeda Pettu in the Disfrict of
Galle, Extenti 43 A, O.R 9 P. Planted

in Bvbber 4R gerez.
Mis 179, 21/13, 25 & 28 12 44,

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made
SHARES :
Rs. 100/- for each

CURRENT ACCOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 Y% respectively.
Colombo and the
arrangements.

LOANS

accepted.)

(Y8164, A, 21-11-41—70-11-44)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.
(Established ‘

BANKERS.

8000 shures of Rs, 100/- each.
instaiments of Re. 1/- per share will earn

Shares issued all {imes.

opened and interest allowed
at 1% per annum on
balanece when it does not fall below Rs, 500/«
received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and
12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTS issued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remittances to and  from F. M. 8. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold

on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest
eharged at 99 per annum

FOR FURTHE)R PARTICULARS APPLY T0:

1918)

Rs. 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00
75 monthly

at the end of the period.

the average monthly

Principal cities of India.

(Part payments

S, KANAGASABAIL,
Shroff.

(T’s)

Order Nisi declaring
Will proved

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

Testamentary Jorizliction No. 253
In the matter of the Lost Will and
Testament of Thangamutta widow
of Bubramaniam BSipnathamby of
V. ddukoddai Weat. Degaazed,
Arunasalam Visuvalingam of Val
dukoddai West Fetitioner.
Ve
1. Sipngthamby Nagarateam of
Vaddukoddai West
2, Sinnathamby Ssllathurai  of
Balangoda Respondents
This matter coming on for diszosal
tefore H A, De Silve Esgr District
Judge Jafipa on the 8rd day of Nov=
=mber 1944 in the presence of 8
Eandesamy, Proctor, on tha perb of
the Pelitipner Arunesilm Visoaz-
lingam of Vaddukoddai We:t and
(1) tha aflidavit of the said wetitioner
dated tke 2lgt day of September
1944 (2) the affidavifi of tha attrs,
ting witneases dated the 2Ish “ay of
September 1944 and (3) the affidavit
of the attesting Nebary dated ils
27th day of Ochobsr 1844 having
been read: It is crdered th & the
Will of Thapgamutiu wid:w of
Bubraraniam Sinnathamby dsteased
dated 22npd August 1943 snd num
bered 2413 and now [iled of rseord
in this case be and tha swme
bereby declared proved: aod it &s
further declared that t.e siud Aruca.
salam Visuvalingam is ths Ex cutor
named in the said will and that ke
is en itled to have probate theraof
issped bo him accordingly unless the
Respondents or any other per3on
interssted shall on or belore the
19ib day of Jaguary 1945 sho v sufli.
cient causs G0 the saisfaction of
the court to ths contrary-
Szd, H. A De Slva.
Distriet Judge,
3rd Nocember 1944,
(0,112, 21—-25.12.44)

iz

AUCTION SALE

Testamentary Jurisdiction No. 73

In the matber of the E tate of the
labe Binna bamby Va'thilingam of
Vaddukoddai West Deceaged,

Nagamuttn Nagasubramaniam  of
Vadukodist West  Admioistrabcr

In parscance of the Commission
issued to me by the Disir'et Courh
of Taffna, I shall sa!l ths below men.
tioped pr-pertie' by Public Ancticn
on Wednesday ths 2Z1th Jaouary
1945 commsncing at 4-20 p,m. ab the
spot,

Propertizs Refsrred to:

(1) Land callel “Anthanswaite’®
<ifuated at Vaddukddai - West 'n the
parish of Vaddukoddai, Valigamam
Wae:t D¥is'o -, Jalfna District N. P,
i1 extsot about 4 Lms V.0, aad
ths game is beundsd oo the East by
the propertv of S pramaniam Kana-
pathipill=i, Norfh bv the nroperby of
Nanny Ve ~uthar Asary Wa t by the
property oOf Rasarateam wifs of
S. Rasathursi and others and Sonth
by the prozerty of Ramu Kathirge
valuwith rizhf of way to this land
fcom tha b =’ang 5 cubits widz on the
earfiern boundary land and right to
draw water with Toorvai rights.

2) Laud callad “Vellayar Pangn”
al'as "Anthanawatte” zit:ated as
aforesaid ia exteat 5 Lms V. ©, eand
9.9/.0 k's, with hoagsz well and
slantaticns bouaded on the east by
the proveriy - of Biapappu Kana-
pathipi lai, on the South by the pro-
periy of Asnammah widow of
Kanih poay, Wes. by lane apd

o.th by the property cof Kumarad
velu end Rima. Vaithilingas,

S. Mattoku ra-aSwamy
Comuwissioner of Sales,

“Siva Villa”
Manipay,

19-12 44,
(Mis- 277, 21)

ARMY RECRUITING

the times stated below:i—
JAFFNA TOWN

POINT PEDRO

TELLIPALLAI

good physique,

(G, 90, 14, 18 & 21)

Royal Army Service Corps
and
Ceylon Defence Force

A Recruiting Officer will tour the. Jafina Peninsula
towards the end of Deocember 1944.

He will register the names of those wbo wish to join up.
They will be called up during January 1945,

He will be at the following places on the dates and af

At the Urban Counecil Hall from 2-30
to 4-30 p m, on the 28th, 29th -and
30th Degember, '44.
CHAVAKACHCHERI At the Rest House from 10a m. o
12 noon on the 29th December, 44,

At the Rest House from 10 A. M. to
to 12 noon on the 30th December 44,

At Union College from 10 A. M. to
12 noon on the 31st December 44,

An education in Hnglish is not essential but only a good
education in therecruit’s own language.

Recrunits must be over 19 years of age for the R. A. 8 C.
and over 18 for the C. D, F\—be in good health and have a

Those who wish to join the R. A. S. 0. must be pre-
pared to go overseass This is an exgellent opportunity for the
youth of Jaffna to see something of the world.
tanght English and this will be useful fio them after the war.

CHIEF RECRUITING OFFICER,

They will be

CEYLON-

—J

Printed and published by Panpir Ve T. SAMBANDHAN, residing at Vaonarpannai West
Jaffna, for and on behalf of the Proprietors, the Saiva Paripalzana Sabai, jaffoa, at their
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