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HIGH PERCENTAGE OF LITERACY
IN JAFFNA

Downward Trend of Ceylon's Birth-Rate

TENDENCY TO POSTPONE MARRIAGES

THE illiteracy rates for the

general community shown
by proviuce and district indi-
cate, so far as they are a eri-
terion of literacy or- illiteracy,
that the Northern Province, in
particular, the District of
Jaflna, is more ~ literate, In
respect of both males and
females, than any other pro-
vince or distriet; observes Mr.
C E, De Pinto, the tegistrar-
General, in his report on the
Vital Statistics for the year
1939,

Puttalam District had, in
1939, be adds, the highest
illiteracy rate for males and
Hambantota for [emales.

Births in the Island

The number of births regis-
tered in 1939, was 212111
comprising 107,908 births of
males and 104,204 of females,
as compared with a total of
208,389 in  the previous
year and the annunal ayerage
of 202,647 during the decade
1920-38. The number for the
year 1939 is the third largest
recorded in the Island, and re-
presents and inerease of 15 per
cent over that of 1938, The
birth rate of the year was 36.0
per 1,000 of the . mid-year
population. Although it is a
little above the rate for 1938
and considerably above those
for 1935 and 1936, the trend
of the birth rate, is defi-
nitely downward. In study-
ing the rates it has to
be kept in view that the
birth statistics of the period
up to 1887, and therefore of
the decades 1871-80 and
1881-90, understate the actual
occurrences owing to incom-
plete registration, IFrom the
last deeade of the last century
to the first decade of this
century, there was a sharp rise
in the birth rate which gradual-
ly inereased in the subseguent
decades, the highest value {of
42.0) having been reached in
1926. Then began the decline.
The average birth rate of the
past nine years of the current

-decace was 36 5, representing a

fall of 5.5 per 1,000 from the
rate of 1926 and of 3 per 1,000

from the average rate fur the
decade 1921-30, This drop
eannot be regarded as slow
although a more rapid fall has
been experienced in certzin
European countries in recent
times. “While it took I'rance
about 75 years to experience a
drop in her birth rate from
30 to 20, while this process
lasted about 40 years in
Sweden and Switzerland, and
about 30 years in Eogland and

Denmark, in the last 8 or 10,

years the birth rate has fallen
in Bulgaria from 40 to 29, in

Poland  from 35 to 26, inm
Czechoslovakia from 27 to
19.n

Most Prominent Tendency

Of the several factors which
contribute to . the decline of
our birth rate the tendency to
pestpone marriage may be con-
sidered to be the most pro-
minent. In the absence of any
evidence of an appreciable use
of confraceptive methods, it is
perhaps safe to assume that the
vast majority of the ruaral
population are ignorant of such
methods. With the reading
pabli¢ and, in particalar, the
town dwellers the case may be
somewhat different, and within
marriage there may be a
tendency to limit the fawmily
and outside marriage to pre-
vent the unwanted child [rom
eoming. DbBut it is unsafe to
be dogmatic where data are
wanting,

Despite the tendency of our
birth rate to decline, it is still
one of the highest in the world

Births by Race

The racial incidence of
births is shown in Table M
below f[or the year 1938 and
1939. These rates should be
regarded as approximate as the
population shown in column 2
18 but a rough estimmate based
on the distant census of 1921,
the figures for Europeans and
Tamils, whose numbers are
considerably  influenced by
migration, being even less ac-
curate,

Table M. — Ceylon: Births
registered by Race in 1938

THE Japanese ambitions of “a

zood weal at the éxpense
\of her neighbours” have never
been more clearly or oub-
!spnkenl".‘ expressed than by the
new Cabinet that has come in-
to power in Japan. Rivalry ino
the Far East has existed fora
long time between Japan and
Russia, Japan and America
and Japap and (Great DBritain.
In the tossle between Russia
and Japan, Dritain had al-
ways found it wise to back
Japan which allowed her a free
hand in China. Dut soon,

“to go south,” the confliet of
interests between Dritain and
Japan beeame increasingly evi-
dent. The ¥Eastern Power's
growing strength was pot a
particularly weleowe develop-
ment to the U.S.A,, Canada,
Anstralia and New Zealand,

“Yellow Peril”. It was the
Washington Conference which
put the final seal on the seve-
rance of the Anglo-Japanese
allinnee which had long out-
lived its usefulness.
Britain's Interests

Britain’s own interests in
the Far last —not to speak of
the geograplieal position of
Australia, Japan's land=hunger,
and the growth of a tetalitari-
an resime in that country—all
these are responsible for pre-
eipitaling a erisis of the grent-
est magnitude, threatening the
slalus quo in the South Seas
To meet such a menace, the
Singapore naval base was
built with the greatest speed

and 1939.

Roce, 19358, 1930.

1 2 3

FEuropeans 131 195
Burghers and
Eurasinns 1,030 1,056
Sinhalese 143,835 146.436
Tamils 49,471 30,261
Moors 12,317 19,835
Malays 799 816
Veddahs 159 160
Others 295 632

The highest district birth rate
for the ye r was 494 in the Anuy-
radhapuca District, and the low-
est 28,3 in the Negombo  District.

Urban Births
In the thirty-nine proclaimed
(Continued on Page 6)
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when Tokio found it necessary|

whigh saw in it the rise of the!

THE FAR EAST IN THE MELTING-POT
JAPAN'S AMBITIONS

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMBINATION THE ONLY HOPE

E ORR )

and is now regarded as the
nerve-centre of the Empire's
naval defenee in the Far East,
But Singapore or no Singa-
pore, Japan appears to have
decided on its programme of
occupying Indo-Chinas under
the excuse of invading the
Chinese Republic from. the
south. The Appeasement pud-
ding, which was offered on
many oceasions by the former
British Goveraments to Japan,
seems to lbave only whested
the appatite of the Japanese
war-lords who are today keen
on establishing a  thorough-
going Monroe Doetrine in the
Far East. From all accounts,
there seems fo be a secret un-
derstanding bebween the Axis
Powers and Tokio on the Indo-
Cbina adventure, and accord-
ing to the time-table, it is the
simultaneous action of Hitler
attacking Hngland, Ttaly in-
vading the British Somaliland
and Japan eccupying Indo-
China.

Seviet Sympathy

But in the Far Eastern poli-
ticg, the U 8, A. is too deeply
interested to allow an unwar-
rauted disturbance of the pre-
sent equilibrinm in  favour of
Japan. It is at the same (ime
oo less clear that America will
not allow her attention to be
distracted by or diverted to n
fray in the Far East while
Europe under England’s Iead-
ership is engaged in a life and
death struggle against Hitle-
rism: From Russia, too, Japan
does not expect anmy trouble,
Though Moscow has been pro-
fuse with bher sympathy for the
young Chinesel Repuablie, M.
Molotoy has struck a decidedly
friendly note towards Japan in
his latest speech. The hope,
therefore, lies only in an effec-
tive Anglo-American combina-
tion if the Japanese thrast to-
wards south.ds to be checked.
The I'ar Iiast, like the Balkans,
is in the meclting pot, India,
too, is drawn nearer and nearer
to the actonal 1ing of warfare.
Bub God is in his heaven, ac-
cording to Bimla gode, and
everything is moving with per-
fect harmony.

(Roy's Wezk!y)
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the 2nd September.
MANAGER,
Hindu Organ.

Puindr. Grgan.

THURSDAY, AucUST 29, 1940

P

THE INDIAN IMPASSE

IT 1S VERY UNFORTUNATE
that when Britain is engaged
in a life and death struggle to
save herself and democracy
and freedom for the world, her
statesmen should be belying her
professions when confronted
with the problem of Indian
freedom. DBritain’s war alms
have been very clearly déclared
more than once by several of
her responsible statesmen, as
the saving of freedom and de-
mocracy for the world from
Nazi aggression. A very
noble aim indeed, for the
achievement of which every
civilised country in the world
should strive hard. India has
proffered her unstinted help in
fighting the Nazi menace if
Britain would recognise India's
freedom at the conclusion of
the war and in the meantime,
as an earnest of her sinceriby,
institute immediately a Na-
tional Government at the cen-
tre. DBritain’s respouse teo this
demand is the proposal to ex-
pand the Governor-General's
Executive Council with the
assurance to help India attain
Dominion Status after the war.
The problemn of the minorities
is again being used as an argu-
ment against the immediate
grant of freedow to India. In
spite of the repeated requests
of the Indian National Con-
gress and of many leaders out-
side the Congress, the Dritish
Government persists in empha-
sising what she has once de-
clared as the limit to which
she could go now.

The reaction in india is very
threatening. The Working
(Committee of the Congress has
at a recent meeting declared
the Government's proposals as
unacceptable and has called up-
on the country to prepare for
any eventualities thab might
arise as a result of a breach bet-

ween the Congress and the
Government. The Govern-

ment, it appears, now relies on
the Muslim League and a few
disgruntled reactionaries to de-
liver the goods. Despite Mr.
Jinnaw’s tall talk, be is now a
spent force and can count only
on che support of a swall per-
centage of Musliws to stand by

him. The other leaders jwho
offer their support to the Gov-
ernment little realise their hold
on the country, in their eager-
ness, to enioy power. Every
one knows, including the Bri-
tish Government, that there is
no other organisation in the
whole of India but the Congress
that can deliver the goods.
is, therefore, very disconcerting
to find that the Government
has shown little regard to the
demands of this great body and
has almost alienated its sym-
pathy at a time when Britain
18 in dire need of the whole-
hearted support of every unit
of the Empire. The arrests of
Congressmen and the ban vir-
tually on all volunteer organi-
sations, including those of the
Congress, make one neryous as
to the consequences that would
flow from these. Thesituation
is 8o delicate that it needs very
careful handling both by the
Raj and the Congress, lest any
unwise step should create addi-
tional difliculties in the way of
Dritain’s successful prosecution
of the war,

We are certain that there
are statesmen in both the
countries who will not fail, at
this moment of unprecedented
crisis, to effect a settlement of
the Indian problem. What
DBritain needs now is a littie
more foresight and imagina-
tion, and India a little more
patience. The Congress has in
fact shown commendable pati-
ence and restraint in her athi-
tude towards the British Gov-
ernment.
herself unable to come out of
the groove of her traditional
mebhods of handling a_ subiect
people’s problems. It 18 not so
pleasant and easy to part with
power. Excuses there will be
many. DBDut it needs courage
and generosity to overcome
them. The minorities problem
in India as in every other
country can be used as a per-
manent argument against the

grant of freedom. It must
end some day. DBut it is iwm.
possible of solution without

freedom. Thoe presence of a
third party will ever be an
obstacle to two parties coming
to an understanding. A solu-
tion of the Indian -problem is
absolutely necessary in the in-
terests of both India and Dri-
tain, A friendly India will be
a tower of strength to Britain
in these critical days of a trial
of strength with Nazi Ger-
many. We hope DBritain will
oot fail to win over India to
her side.

DROUGHT IN THE
NORTH

Scarcity of Water

A severe drought is being ex-
perienced in scme parts of Jaflna
and the islands, Most of the
wells in the islands and in some
of the rural areas have run dry,
and a water scarcity is experis

ented in these places. Sowme
schools in these cullying places
have. been closed as no water
could be bad for drioki g or

cooking purposes.

It |

GERMAN FACTORIES
BOMBED

R-A.F. Raid German
Objectives

London, Aug. 26.
An Air Minictry communigue
states: “IR. A, F'. aircraft conti-
nued their attacks on military ob-
jectives in Germany last night.

SIDE LIGHTS
AND
LIGHT SIDES

{ BY SQUINT EYE )

RECENT British official repor

stated that German claims ¢
damage inflicted on the British
were “truth multiplied fourfold.”

gy

Targets in North-west Germany
and the Ruhr were bombed as well
as armament factories in the DBer-|
lin area, ‘

T'he Berlin correspondent ©f the|
Stockbolm paper, “Dagens Nyhe-
ter'® repcits that heavy explosions|
were heard in the German capilal
last night ten mioutes after an air
raid warning was sounded. The
populace remained under cover
from inidnight till the "a'i clear

|

3-30 am.
message does not menfion any da-
mage or casnalties,

GOODWILL MISSION
TO INDIA

a
was glven abonut The

Ceylon Congressmen to
Meet Indian Leaders

———

Ualombo, Aug, 27,

The Ceylon National Congress

has decided to send a Goodwill Mis-

sion, which will include Mr. G. C.

8. Corea, its 'resident, and Mr, D.

S, Senanayske, to the Indian Na-
tional Congress shortly.

This decision was rveached at a|
me:ting of the KExecutive Couri-|
mittee of Ceylen National Con-|
| gress last night.

But Britain finds|®

It was annouaced to the

meeting |

that the I’resident of the Indian
National Congress and Pundit

Jawabarlal Nehru had written stat-
ing that they would welcome swvch
a visit from Ceylon.

ENEMY AIRFIELDS
BOMBED

Damage in Five
Countries

London, Wedneeday.

An Air Ministry ecommuanique
states that on Monday R. A. F.
bombers made daylight attacks on
enemy aerodromes, The scope of
these attacks was greatly ex'ended
in the night Twenty seven a-ro-
dromes in Germany, Holland, Bel-
gimn and enemy-occupied Franee
were bomb d.

This annooncement lends sigui-
ficance to the statement made by
authoritalive guarters that the . A
F. possesses all information on the
present disposition of Germaay's air
forces and that new bases to which
she has moved forward will receive
the wethodical attention of tle|
Boniber Command,

Over Nevelles aerodrome ore of
our bombers retursing from Ger-
many shot down an enemy bombar
returaing from logland.

il

{Continued)

dication that the United States ars
prepariog to take speedy steps re

garding the sale of reemgQ darmd
ramdr mdarmd ramwm such vessels
to Britain.—{A daily paper)

The linc-typist and the sub-
editor cannot help putting in a
few damms, when (hey are over-

worked,

Let it not be supposed thai mul

tuplication of truth makes it more
true. Till further notice multi-
plication witl mean lies raised
the power of N.
* *

The greatest casualiies during
the present wars were in arith-
metic. See the effect on arith-

metic in the China affair, as pre-
sented by either side. The exiract
18 q little lengthy, but in the infer-
ests of arithmetic, the editor will
allow i,
(Chinese Report)
Chur
The War Minis
reyiewing the Chi
past three years, estimated that
Japanese have lost
aid wounded. Until last
Chinese had captured 70
32,4900 machineguns
rifl At the beginning of th
China had two million tronps,
now had flve millon with
willions more under training,
(Reater,)
(Japanese Report)
“Our army planes bave
down 396 Chinese machines in &

igking, Jaly 8.

r, Hayiu-Ching,

e

1a the

the

War, |

- ¥

(00

and GYl

£ War,
ba:

several

es,

shot

r

the
to Juone

battles and destroyed 168 on
groetnd

from July 1987
guo-Onter Mon-

=r Jepanese army planes
shot down 1,340 Soviet planes and
destroyed 30 Soviet aircraft on the
ground.

‘It is estimated that te enemy
has lost over 3,000,000 n killed,
wonnded, deserted and surrendered.
The nomber of Japanese killed
amounts only to 85,000, while oply
|57 Japanese army planes have been
damaged 1n Chiva aod 137 on the
Manchukug-Outer Mongolia Front."

(Reuter.)
* * *

One newspaper the ctker day

told us that the Fideral Burean of

Investigation had found that sabo-
teurs had put eneiuy dost in aero:
p'ane Ilngines in the United States
of America.

Enemy powder in mechanical
engines is also an enemy accord-
wng to the printer's Devil.

L L ®

In Rajputana 1 Iudia a Masic
and Arts Conference has decided that
singers should abstain from meat,
and that “lemale artistes should re-
frain from  wusing Dpsticks, cos-
nietics, iron corsets efe, in  their
public engagements..."

For abstinence from meat the
plea is that singing birds are
vegetarian tn their food, for the
feminine taboe the reason is that
tn a ceriain case ‘it was observed
iliat an artiste used these auds to
inveigle a member of the audi-
ence anto marrying her!  Her
sin  was noi  that, bur  she
did 1" to the utter neglect
of the art which she had deve-
loped almost to perfection.”  One
love at a time, my dear lady!

® - =

The sudden departure of fcur
United States old type destroyers
irow the Canal zone to the east
coasi.of the United Stafesy is re-
garded by locai observers as an in-

(Continued on previous Col)
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JINNABETES AND MUSLIMITIS
DIAGNOSED

Education Breeds Want of Faith

(By Lanka)

Madras,

24th August 1940.

ELEVEN mouths or thereabouts
of Congress contemplation of
the virtues of patience and restraint
have only helped to strengbhen the
British Governwment's  belief that
Congress action “lor the duration of
the war” at least was ruled ous,
Mahatma Gandhi's occasional as-
severations on the unholiness of any
agitation in these troubled times,
and on his want of faith in the
preparedness of the nation for a
struggle also added to the Dritish-
er’s teeling shat the fndian situation
was not “so serious” as some people
thought. It is only oo these pre-
mises that the continued rejection
ot the Indian demand by the British
governme .t could be explained.
Appeals, advice, requests, dewands,
al have fallen flat un the ears of
the British governweas, Now, this
result could have been forsseen by
you and me mouths ago even before
any discussica took p'ace; but
Congress and the chief political
leaders could not base a wmovenient
on intuitive assumptions of British
intransigeance. They had to pro
ceed step by step, for the sake of
order., The strange result 1s that
today Congress, in spite of its
enormous strength, stands discredit-
ed in the politics of the country,
Clever haudhog ol the situation by
the British, helped greatly by the
faithful co-operation of “minonities”
has managed the thing so wonder-

fully. While Mr, Jinnah kept his
end up with bull -dog tenacity

Whitehall scored off its own bat at
the other end. One should wipe
one’s eyes to see that really the
Brilish governwent could throw
overboard wany a recognised princi-
plecf modern democratic and parlia-
wentary goverament to susinin 13
determination to keep India at bay
by egging eon the Muslims and
minorities in therr wildest claims
KEven DPakiztan, once derided, is
well on the way to recoguition by
the Briti-h governmeat. And all to
deprive India of her right What
times are ahead,
% # #

A Majority Obhstacle!

WHAT, really, could be the cause
of the steady antagonism of Mr
Jinnah to Congress and Gandhi, 1is
a question many would fike to be
aoswered, Those who have follow-
ed Mr. Jinnah's aftitude since three
years ago would not have {failed to
aotice that all along the line he has
deliberately evaded stating his de-
mands to the Congress plaioiy.
Every time one sought clarification
his reply was that it bad beea made
on soine previous occasion, or stated
in a newspaper article, so that en-
quircrs were confounded by a man
who went about grumbling in  gen-
eral but would not say what the
grouse was about. But beneath all
tais confoundnient was a streak of
intolerance. Once, perhaps unw t-
tingly, Mr. Jinnah let us into fhe
secret of his trouble. Hindus, he
stated, by their forms of worship,
their beliefs and practices could
never form part of the Indian na-
tion alongside of Musliins, This
was said some months ago, and re-

cently one of his lieutenants in Ben-
gal asserted that Congress, as couw-
posed of Hindas, can never win In
dependence for ladia, because their
philosophy was an obstacle. Only
Musluns could win independence
for the country. This is reason
nutnber ove, and reason number
two is that Hindns in India form a
numerical majority that looks like
being permanent, unless Mr. Jinnah
and cowpany devise wetheds to con-
vert the wajority into a minority.
There, ia a putshell, is the whole
canse of Muslini reca citrance, as
represented by Mv. Jinpah and the
Muslim League.
* - #

Enlightenment Comes

STraNGE light was thrown ob
present day negligence of temple-
worship in India, by the statemesnt
in the annual report of the Tirupiti
Devasthanaw that the decrea e In
money offerings t0 the temple on
the hill was due partly “to spread ol
education and ealightenient among
masses and the consequent decline
of faith”. Oh for the gift of our
education and enlighterment,

* * #
Gundhi's Laugh
P’eopre inclined to lavgh at

Mahatma Gandhbi’s {fad of non-vio-
lence throughout the world may
pause a litt e to consider the oppusiie
coodifion. Mr. Cordell Hull, the
U, 5. A Secretary, recently stated
that every nation should be armed,
apd if the sma'l pations in Europe
had armed befimes the present strife
would not have ceiue, Likewise if all
nations had disarwed no sirife wonld
bhave come, either, Gandhiji’s case
is that a good resu t could be obtain-
ed without expensive preparations,
loss of blood and property. Laugh,
now, if yeu will, ye swearers by the
sword and shell’s

Disappointment Over
Indian Situation

Possibility of a Fresh
Review of Situation

Bombay, Aug. 24.

The Liondon Correspondent of the
Bombay Choronicle says: There is
every possibility of a fresh review
of the Indian sitnation being taken
up by the British Government after
the receipt of a detailed report from
the Viceroy on his present talks
with the leaders of the Mushm
Leagua and other minority partics.

Labonr circles, who Enow India
well, says fthe Correspondent, are
impressing npon Labour members
of the Cabinet that efforts to ex-
pand the Viceroy's Cotncil without
the co-operation of the Iadian
Nationa! Congress will fail to secure
the whole-hearted co-operation of
India for the epergetic prosecution
of the war.

The News Chronicle says, adds
the Correspondent, that Congress
rejection of the Viceroy's offer has
coe as a disappointment in official
circlesin Liondon. (Hindu Cor.)

SINHALESE - TAMIL
UNITY

THE MOVE TO COMPOSE
DIFFERENCES

“A RIGHT MOVE,” SAYS
THE “TIMES”

— —

§SmHI move on the part of certain

" Sinhalesz and Tamil politicians
to compose the differences which at
present keep these communities po-
litieally apart is to be heartily wel-
eamed by all who have the true
welfare of the country at heart", zays

the “Times of Ceylon" editorially
under the caption, “A  Right
Move.

The paper adds—"Thiz is
a step we  have repeatedly
urged on the leaders of the -two

communities and 1t is s mab’er of
no small gratification to us that ten
tative efforts are being made to
reach an nnderstanding, © The Pie
g'dent of the Congress, Me, G. C. S.
Corea, has been approached: by cer-
taio representatives of publie opi-
nion 10 Jaffnn wbo f el that the
tirne bas come to heal the breach
between the two principal indige-
nous communities.  The Congress,
we are told, appointed a sub Corm-
mittee while Jatfna had deputed Mr.
Mahadeva, the State Councillor for
Jaffna, to act as  plenipotentiary.
A meeting tock place between the
sub-Committes and Mr; DMahadeva.
Viows were exchanged. and  there
for the time be'ng the matter rests
The proposal discussed was whether
the representatives of the North
would be agreeabls {0 accept an
additional five seats as the quota
for the Narthern and Eastern Pro-
vinces out of the additional ten
seats by which it is  proposed to

enlarge the new (Uouncil under the |

next Constitution, Two of ‘the
remaining five seats have besn ear-
marked for the representation of
Kandyan roral interests,

"This is essentially a matter for
the Tamil community to decide
We can only sugzest that now that
a sincere effort is leing mads to
reach a settleme t, these patriotic
endeavonrs shonld not be j-opar-
dized by basty eriticism. Al will
applaud the attitude of Mre. Cor a
when he eXpresses his conviction
that by a reasopable distribution of

the eight additional seats re-
maining alter the alo ation of
the two. seats earmarked for
the Ka dyan rawal interests the

nnasimeus sapport of the minorities
cwn b2 szcured for the reform pro-
posalzs. Heis confid ot that this
tuethod of distributing the additional
seats would not violate the principle
of terriforial representation. This
is 8 profoundly true saying. DMuch
wischief has already bean done by
over-emphasis of the ideal of territ-
orial reprosentalion.  After -all, the
method of representation, whether
territorial or comiunal, is not an
end in itself, but 13 01ly the means
toan end That end which must
be consistently held in view 18 the
creation of confidence Tor what is
‘Btable Government’’, the end for
which every couantry strives? Tt is
a form of rule under which every
section of the people feels s cure.
Strong in this security, the compon-
ent parts of thes nation contribute
their share towards national progress.

“Just as it would be a mistake to
over-eimphasize one particalar me-
thod of representation to the exclu

BOMBING OF
LONDON

55 NAZI 'PLANES
SHOT DOWN

“HIT THEM BACK?*
CRY IN LONDON

London, Aug, 28,

HE effect of the bombing of Lon-

don, even thongh on a small
scale, has been typical. On all
hands, in streets, restaurants, trains
and 'buses have been heard the
words “hit them back"”, with the
suggestions that Perlin should pay
dearly for the London damage,

There has not been the slightest
sign of fear or panic, and air raid
shelters, inatead of being silent re.
fuges, have been noisy with com-
munity singing.

A Ministry of Home Security
Communique says that it is now
known that derieg last night's raids
on a town in  the Midlands some
casualties were caused and a faw
were killed.  Municipal, industrial
and residential property was dama-
ged.. All fires were either extingui-
shed or conirolled by the morning
and good work was done by the A.
R. P, and Aunxiliary Fire Services.
Further information confirms that
in the rest of the country the casual-
ties were few and the dawage not
serious,

An Air Minisfry communique
this afterncon states that further re-
ports show that one more enemy
aircraft was destroyed by our fight.
ers yesterday making the day’s total
55. One of our pilots previously
reported missing is now Kkbown to
be sale.

sion of all other mspects of it, zo also
it would be & mistake to make a
fetish of numbers. The point is
not how many more seats one cem-
unity should bave or how rmany
less seats the other should have but
whether by a fairer distribution of
seats the present disirust cannot be
removed and & feeling of confiderce
insti led. As in business, so in po-
litics which concerns the business
of Goveruwment we cannot afford to
be sentimontal. The business man
takes reasonable precautions. Be-
voud that, he toust rely on the good
faith of the people with whom he
has dealings, S5 also with the basi-

ness of Government: Every consti-
tution must impose safeguards

which in some respects may neces-
sitate the observance of ratios and
proportions. Bat there is no ratio,
proposition. or scheme that is absoli-
tely rogue-proof. Hence the prime
inmportunce of the wental attitude
of the people coocerned That
is  why we attach considerable
significance to the present effort of
the representatives of the two comi-
wnnities to find a forwula for a
settlement It soggests that the
best elenents among both the
Sinhalese and the Tamils have rtea-
lized that nothing is to be gained
by dissension and distrust and that
it is on'y by mutual confidence they
can do the best by themselves, by
each other and by the country at

large, I.et them strive after justice,
the rock on which every consti-

tution must be based. Tt them
work 8o that no section of the
people: however small or unimsport-
ant, has reason for complaint as
soon a8 thabt is done, se'f{-Govern-
menb will become an assured fact.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PADDY

CULTIVATION

Department has no Control of Irrigation ?

Sir,—Th= report of the Diree-
tor of Irrigition for 1939 reveals
certain facts which to my mind
containssome relevant and useful
hints to the paddy growers of this
country. The ctltivators, as the
Director rightly p iint- out, always
prefer a Yala crop to Maha. Ido
not really know why they insist
on this except in the case of saline
aud submerged areas. [ had in
fact time and again urgsd on the
consideration of thz authorities
concerned to make in the first in-
stance a thorough and definite
classification of all lands for the
purpose of determining the time
of sowing, the methods of cultiva-
tion ard the amount of irrigation
levy to be imposed, The cuitiva-
tors do not scem to realise the ad-
verse conditions obtaining in Csy-
lon for cultivating their lands en-
tirely on the alkalinic process and
the large quantity of water requir-
ed for the purpose. This 1s a
matter in which the Aszricultural
Department should interest itsell
and induce the cultivators to
grow paddy chiefly on the dry-
farming principles without shirk-
ing responsibilities which are
essential to develop the indigen-
ous as well as the chief industry
of the people. But I am aware of
a concrete case in which the
Director of Agriculture declined
to render the assistance necessary
for the cultivition of “Manavari”
lands in extent of about 230,000
acres in this district merely to
avoid the difficulty of employing
an :additional Agricultaral Ins-
tructor even if it was considered
that the staif already providad for

was inadequate to cope with (he
work,
Under the present ariaiges

ment, the Irrigation IDepartm:nt
has little or no cuntrol of 1riga-
tion except to lay out chaanel:
and to repair or construct works
as the Government Agent deci les,
according to theresolutlions pass
ed by the meeting of proprictors
and it is therefore clear that the
autherity concerned  with i
management has little  or no
knowledge of the technical side
of the question.

In my opision there is very little
co-orcination oi the services which

are. now  being maintained
for the development of pad-
dy industry in Ceylon

and that the present wastage of
water 1s largely due to the fullow-
Ing reasons;—

(1) Fields, terraces and bonls
are not weli prepared.

(2) Lack of therough and efil
cient system of disiribution.

{3) Wantof thorough kpow-

Parameshwara College
J. S. C Results

Of the 8 students sent up {fiom
Parameshvara College for the
J. S. C. examination in June
1940, the following seven were
successful. The first two were
in the fArst division.

1., Meenadchizundaram M.
(First Division)

2. Vadivale &, ( do )

3. Thambirajah J. K.

4. Ponniah A,

5. Vinayegamaootthi S.

6. Sachiddanandan R,

7, Balasubramaniaw Ss

ledge of the Ceylon soil under ir-
rigation and of the system of cul-
tivation practised in the different
districts.

(4) Lack of the kaowledge cf
waler requirements of the crop,
among those in charge of water
distribution,

Yours etc,
K, KANAKASABAI
Baltticaloa,
2Z2nd August, 1940

The Nallur High
Festivals

Conveniences for
Worshippers

Sir,—The annual High Festi-
vals of the Nalles Kandasamy
Kovil are being conducted by the
Manager and several thousands
of worshippers 1re daily periorme
ing their vows with great conveni-
ence this year inside the temple
premises, The whole of the conrt
yards are being kept clean and
tidy and are being watered pro-
perly to allay the dust nuisance
and to keep the atmostphere cool

The Pclice are keeping order
and discipline without interfering
with the worshippers and it must
be said to their credit that ncta
single item of theft or any act of
the breach of peace i3 reported o
far. This is mainly du2 to the
fact that worshippers particulacly
fhe women folks do nol unnsces.
sarily stay or sit down in clu ters
inside the temple premises and
start unnec ssary  talks about
matters current and mundane.
Further the traffic on the aparoach
roads are being regulatea well
this year.

Thacks are due to the Chair-
man, Urbin Couvnci','nr establish—
inga Market for the Hastival
Season 1o close proximity to the
iemple and that the cong.stion of
all the approach roads is cleared
and that worshippers ar: able to
move on frecly without the wvsual
rush on the roadways. The Chair-
man will do well to see that no
permits or licenses are 1ssued to
hawkers to halt by the sides of ths

roads particularly between the
Arasady Junclion apd th: Soma-

sundram Road. The sanitary ar-
rapgements for the visitors are
quite good and convenicut, The
latrines are kept clean and well
lighted,

It 13 very noticeible that a
small saloon car is very busy on
the Somasundaram Road i. e, the
weslern court-yard ol the temple
and that the arivee of this tiny
car is even challengizg the Police
Constables « n duty ii be is given
signals to stop, This driver
boasts of a permit aid goes on at
randow. But the owncr of this
car will do well, if he is a res
pector of any religior, to divert
bis route during the lestival sea-
son as he is not road-blocked and
as he need not tocover a long dis-
tance except a couple of bundred

yards in case of deviation of
route,
Yours etfc,,
E. SaTHAS1vAM,
Kopay

22nd Augast 1940,

Road Policy of Govt.|

900 Miles of Minor
Roads Taken Over
by P. W. D.

Referring to the read policy of
the Government Lhe Director of
Public Works states in his Rt port
for 1939.—

In accordance with the policy
adopted by the Statz Council in
1937 a further instalment of 131,
52 miles of minor roads was taken
over by this Department in 1939 -
40. Proposals aggregating to 470
miles in this respect were recs#ived
from the Chairmen of the wirieus
District Road Commiltees. They
were then inspected and reportad
on by he Executive Engineers of
the I7zpar'ment. The final selec-
tion of the milesge taksn ower
was made with due regard to their
suitability for transfer to this Da-
partment and also to the priarity
as recommended by the Chairmen,
District Road Co “milteas. Since
the inception of thiz pslicy the
Public Works Dzpartment has
taken over 900 miles of minor
roads, and judging from 1ths ur.
s itisfactory condition of the roads
that are pow being handed aver i1
15 for consideration whether (he
number of miles to be taken over
annually should not bs lessened,

The uafortunare part about the
taking over of thes: minor roads
1s.that the public: expect an im-
mediate  improvement to these
roads as soon as they are taken
over and bla . e the Department
if they see nothing done, whereas
th= policy laid down by tha State
Couneil is for the Di:partment to
maintain these roads almest in
the same condition as they were
maintained by the District Ropad
Commitiees until such time as the
traffic thereon just fiss special ex-
pendilure.

LORD NORTH AND
SISTER KILLED

Explosion of Land
Mine

London, Aug, 25.

Lord North and kis sister, . Lady
Cynthia Williams, were kil'ed as the
result of an explosion op the south-
east coast today.

Lady North was eriticalty iojured.

The explosion was heard and felt
several miles away snd is under-
stood to have been caused by a land
mine.

Lord North was the eldest son of
the Farl of Guildiord. He was 38
vears of age. ln 1927 he Inarried
Joan Louise, elder daughter of Sir
Merrik Burrell. He leaves one son
and two daughters.

LONDON CHURCH
HIT

London, Aug. 26,

The chuarch in the City of Lon-
don which was hit on Saturd v
oight’'s air raid was 8t Giles,
Cripplesgate. T'he statue of Milton,
which is oulside the church was
also hit, St. Giles, which sup-
vived Lhe Fire of London, was
the chureh in which O.iver. Crom-
well married and John Milton was
buyied.

MAINTENANCE OF
ROADS

ADEQUATE PROVISION
URGED

—_—

POOR CONDITION OF
MINOR ROADS

Roads in Ceylon are acknow-
ledged to be gaod, but with a
steady decrease in maintenance
they cannot indefinitely continpe
z0 and as the success of trade so
lzrgelv depends on  transport faci-
lities I consider it wonld be very
gowise to undermine naduly this
steuciurs. I would mnch rather
see  Improvement werks de-
layed so loog as ad:guite provi-
Sion is made for maintenance for
I fally realise the darger ol Jet.
ting the ro1ds get ot ol hand for
once they start to deteriorote
they fall to pieces rapidly ne-
cessitaling the cxpendifure of
larg: sums of woney to put them
to right,

Thus chscrves the
Public Works in his
tion Report for 1939,

Generally speaking our muin
roads have been muantained in a
good conditiun and the minor
roads in a5 good a condition @s
funds permitted. With the larg=
numwber ef minor roads recently
taken over by the Department in
accordance with the policy
adopted by the State’ 'Council in
1997 and the existing number in.
creasing every year at the rate of
about 150 miles, the proper muin-
tenance or any improvement of
these roads has been made ox.
tremely difficelt specially in view
of the fact that most of these
minor reads aie in a very poor
cond tion. The szcret of success-

Director of
Admini-tras

ful maintenance is regular ins-
pectien and the carelul pursu-
ance of a "stitch in time' policy,
[n this connection it may here be
noted that @ pumber of districts
Iha; been abolizshed due ta Te-
trench ont therchy making the
size of the rewaiuing districts

larger and supervision mere diffs-
calt, The chang-d conditions
render it somewh.t difficult for
the Executive Enginecrs to be in
very close personal fooch with
all the werk going on and this is
unfoilunate,

The vote for road maintenance

has been steadily gaing down,
whereas traffic has  been steadily

tncreasing, particularly loory and
bus traffic, and I think a p int
has now been reached when it is
essvolial to lnerease the votes:

Obituary
MRS, V. RAMALINGAM

We regret to annonnce the death
of Chinnachipillai, relict of the late
Mr. V. Rama'ingam, of Urnmpi:ai
Notth, on Saturday, the 24th August
1940, a6 2 p. m. The funeral
took place the next and
was well attended. She was 90
years, old She was the
mother of Mrs, 8, T, Pillai, Mr, R.
Mailvaganaio, Retired Chief Clerk,
.M. R, K. T, Mr, R. Thambip-
ptla, LS M of Kuala Luwmpur, M,
R, Thuraiappih, Mrs. 8. Arunasa.
lam, the late Dr. R, Vythilingawm,
Mr, R. Seenivasagam, Retired Tech-
nical Assistant, Pahang and Murs. M.
Chel iah, wile of M, Chelliah, F, M,
S. Pensioner, She leaves bekind a
bost of relations and frieads to
mourn ber loss: (Cor,)

day
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CRIME AGAIN AT
MANIPAY

ANTI-CRIME SOCIETY
MEETING

STEPS TO COMBAT
CRIME

Manipay, 28,

MEITING of the Maninay
Parish  Anti-Crime Saociety
was held in the Manipay Uindu
College Hill with Mr. E, Muru
gesampillai, J. P., Procter, 8, C.
and the President of the Soaciety,
in the chair yesterday at 5 pm.
All th= branch socicties in differ-
ent villages were well reprezented.
The Chairman after corgratu.
lating the Society for the very
effcient work done by the Anti-
Crime Committees i different
villages of the Parish in reducing
crime successfully, deplored the
recrudescence of crime which had
pecessitated a fresb and conti-

nued effort on the part of the
Society to achieve its purpises.
He invited the various com-

mittees to give their whole-heart-
ed cooperation to the staff of the
Police Station which will soon be
establish-d at Anaicoddai.

Mr. M. R M. Jebaratoam, the
Hony, S:cretary, in giving a brief
outline of the work af the Anti-
Grime Sociely, commended the
courage and sacrifice of the patrol
parties that succeeded in wiping
out crime from the Parish by
thzir vigilance and thanked the
Chief Hea 'man and the minor
headmen for the untiring ener
gy and support, they gave in or-
ganising and conducting the pal-
rolling of the villages, The
fault lies with the people in
not co-operating with them in
bringing criminals to book. He
also thanked Mr, P, H, Kirishna-
ratna, A.S.P, N. P, and his
staff.and men for their willirg
co-operation and advice in coa-
ducting patrol parties.  He re-
counted how Mr, R. B. Naish, the
then Govt. Ageut, N, P., helped
and encouraged the society by
his presence in almost ell the
meetings beld and how be worked
for the establishment of a Police
Station at  Anaicoddai. Thev
have to profusely thank the local
and Colombo dailies and week-
lies for their support given. He
also had to mcntion the nams=s of
Mr. 8, D. Thawpo, “tha lion of
the Bar”, Rev. Father 5. Goann-
pragasar, O. M. I, Rev. 5. K.
Bunker, Rev., James 8, DMather,
Rev. J, M. Binghanayagam and
Mr. S, C. Aroold for  their hearty
co-operation and advice and for
raising public opinion without
which the effort mide by the So-
ciety would not have been suc-
cesefui. A special mention hus
to be made of Mr V. Veera-
singham, the Vice-Pres dent for
all what he had do,e for the So-
ciet_»

Recrudescence of Crime

The increase of crime in ric:nt
months such as caste troubles,
cattle thefts, crop thefts etc., is
mainly due to the abseoce of
unity among  people. This
unity can be brought tca stage by
establishing Conciliation DBoards
in each village to settle the dis-
putes between castes, between
families ete, Qar duoty to the
country shouid be as far as possi-
ble to prevent litigation and the
time, energy and money of our
people should be better utilised

in production of food and neces-
sary articles for th: couttry, The
Social Clubs, Sports Clubs, Nava-

ly Secial Service League, Y., M

crimes by real eye witnesses, H
hoped that the Anti-Crime Society
would take e rly steps to see that
no critne i3 proved by
equally crimminal, He advocated

and Colleges and emphasised the
necessity of permanent Congilia-
tion Boards not only to setile dis-
putes as soon as they arise, but
assist the Police and Headmen in
detecting crimes and proving the

an act

BAN ON UNIFORMS
AND DRILLING

C.A, Y. M.H A, ecducitional| Warning to Indian
and religicus badies must unite to Congress

statnp  out criminal tendencies L 5

among the people of this Simla, Tuesday.
country. He appealed that an| “Drilling of a wilitary nature
Anti-Crime  drive  should be|and the wearing of uniforms re-
made  throvgh  the  Schocl:|sembling wilitary or offici:! uni-

tormz are no longer lawlul acti
India commmunique, conumenting on
the resolution passed by the Con
gress  Woaorking Committee which
referred to the probibition of these
activities and coocluded by direct
ing that the mpormal routine of
Congress Volunteers be carried on.

The comnmunique states that the
prohibition is not directed against

Rural Recoustruction in all itsfany particular association, but
aspects as  the sure remedy for | frawed under the Defence of Ipdia
CTr1MES,

Agriculture for Prisoners

Agriculturil and Inlvstrial edu-
cation te those who serve prisoas
hasto bz uadert~ken and the pri=
sons shouls be located where la.cs
are available, and the crimiia’s
have to be made farmers with
state aid and made usetul citiz ns,
Stch a step would solve th crime
problem a great deal and make
the country to produce more fop)
More work for the unemployca
will reduce crime ia this countey
Loth amoung the literate and i'lit-
eratz, and each Aati-Crime 9 .-
ciety should formulate schemes
and submit to the Goverawment to
improve the economic capdition
of the country, The Hun. the
Minister of Agriculture and other
Ministers and . Heads of D:part-
ments are more than willing to
help the people. They shoul!
consider them as friends. The
schewes they svggest should be of
practical nature. The success of
colonization greatly depends en
the people who take lands. Pes-
ple who have bad farmiog experi-
ence anl who have the pioneer's
adventarous spirit will sueceed in
the enterprise. ‘The youths wio
have taken ub to thefts asa pro-
fession have 1o them great adven-
terous spirit; if only this grea:
gquality could te utilized in toon
production they wilbe a great
assst to our Nution, For boys
and girls of schools Industrial
Wotkshops should be establi-hed
1o the Scooois and Colleges  to
tarn out articles we jwpoart from
foreign countries, The old boys
aud giels should b:  allowed to
work in the workshop, We shouid
not wait for Government to csti-
blish them. Hgz Appealed to 1he
ald boys and girls to assist thet
Alma Mater itn establishii g such
workshiops whizh will bring sow
income for their daily expenses
The Hon, the Minister for Indos-
tries will assist them if they ars
really k=en and his advisors will
always be ut theirr disposal. He
appealed to the teachers, parents
and leaders of the people to triin
the children and youths af the
country to follow the foot-steps of
the ploneers who crea‘ed a histary

for Juffnese in foreign lands for
their honesty, sober habits, hard-

legislation. It adds that drilling
and the wearing of military uni-
formsz ave followed by the army and
the police for definita objects—the
use of di.p'ay of military force
Trose who imitate military me-
thods must be presamed to have

| sitntlar cbjects in view. No Gov-
[ernment can tolerate ‘the growth of
no -official organisations to claim
|b 2f uch methods are npecessary
for their cxiste ice,

‘Thnis app-les with even greater
force to an organization which is
openly pledged to non-violence.”

In their resolution Couogress
stated that volanteers were orga-
nised for promoting commupal

harmony, maintaining ordery teach-
ing discip'ine and cannot be mis-
taken for nubtary or police by theiv
dress or otherwise,

Budget Debate

The Budget debate was
-uned in= the State Council
Tuesday, after tea interval, For
want of a quorumn, the Council
adjourned until 10 a,m, yesterday.

L=y
on

Station that is to be established at

Anaicoddai,
2. That Coalition Boards be
appointed for each village aod

that M- sses, E, Murugesampillai,
J. B, V. Veerasingham, B. 4,, V.
Mailvaganam, (Chairman, V. C ),
Muadlr. S. M. Visuvaliogam andg
R. N. Sinnayah (0o act as cos-
vener) to form a Central Coancilia-
tion Board and draft a constity-

tor of Schools, N. 1D, be requirsa
to divis: ways and means to effect
an anti=crime educational drive
v the North and co-cperate with
Anti-Crims  Bociety of the
Manipay Par h in organizing an
anti-critne drive ame g the
schools and Colleg ‘s of the Mani-
pay Parish.

4. That early steps be taken to
see that crops in tne ficlds aod
gardens are oot robbed by the
thicves and prevent thefts of cat-
tle and goats

5. That the Society expresses
its gratitude to the Chief Head-

L

vities,” reiterates a Governmeat of

TAXATION BEFORE
BUDGET

Strong Protest in
Council

Colombo, Aug. 28,

Spirited objection, led by M., B.
H. Aluwihare (Matale) was taken
in the State Couneil this morning,
to Mr. ¢ H. Collins (Acting Fin-
ancial Secretary), moving the tasa-
tion proposals before the budget de-
bate itself had ended,

‘When it was explained that this
procedure was necessary because the
financial year wounld end this week,
the Ministers were taken to task for
not introducing the budget iu June,
as provided for by law.

M. C. W. W. Kannangara, Edu-
cation Minister, explained that =&
promise made last vear by the Home
Minister not to introdnce fresh tax-
ation before vetrenchment in the
Public Services was carried out
eould not be 1mplemented becanse
of an unsatisfactory reply from the
Secretary of State for the Caolonies,
Mr, D 8. Senanayake, Minister
of Agriculture and Lisnds, was hold-
ing the floor whea the House ad-
jonrned uatil 2.30 p m

The propozed addittional taxation
as announced by Sir Baron in his
introductory budget speech, are:
Increase in the unit rate of in-
come tax from siX per eent, to seven
and a half per cent.

Increase in the import duty on
petrol to Be 1 a gallon; and
Increase in the general import
daty ra‘e on sugar, refined and
candy, to Bs, 6-50 per owt.

COMPULSORY
SERVICE IN BURMA

Rangoon, Aug 26.
The Governor, Sir  Archibald
Cochrane, has announced that com-
pulsory service will be instituted for
all Enropean British suhjacts.

MATRIMONIAL

— —

THURYAPPAH — SELLADURAI

tion and that all village Cons| The marrisge took place on Thurs-
ciliation  Boards to co operate|day last af the bride's residence
with the Pulice to put down|at Aiyanarkovilady, of  Miss
crimes. Kanthymathy, danghter of Dr. and

3. That the Divisional Inspec- Mrs. 5. Thuryappah, and sister of Mr.

T. Thiruchittampulam, Asst. Irriga-
tion Eugineer, with Mr. T. Sslladuraij,
of Alaveddy English Schzel, There
was a large gathering of (riends and
rela ives present at the csreamonies
and luter ab the receplion on Sunday,

KULASINGHAM—EANDIAH

The martiage of Miss Manonmani,
daughter of Mr A, V. Kulasingham,
Advocate, and Mrs Eulasingham, with
Mre. V. Kandiah, was celebrated ab
the bride's residence at Karainagar on
the 9Z2nd inst, at 8 p.m. and thers
was a large gathering of {riends and
relatives present on the oceasion,

working, sifm_plicny of Life, loyalty) 05 afe. R, N. Sinnayah and the | THAMBIPILLAI— SINNATAMBY
aad love fur their  bhome 803 | 1,00 headmen of the Parish for The marriage of Mr, S. Sinnatham-
country. : eifectively suporessing the crimes by, son of Mr. S. Sabaratnam (Re-
Resolutions in this District, tired Town Owversser, P. W. D,
The following resolutions were| 6. That a fund be collected |Kandy) of Tinnevely, with Miss
passed unanimously:— for War Parposes and sent by the A“&“bh}“"ﬂlyv daughter of Mr. and
1. That this Society expresses|Anti Crime Society a§ early as|Mrs. V. Thambipillai, and niege of
its gratitude to the Hon. the|possibe and the Udiiyar of the II\;r I\I-I\I‘S’gh"““?&a?’ Proctor, and
Minister of Home Affairs, the|Parish be authorised to collect the | D J. d ?“ms'lp‘ s Dl cele.
Vo i - bra‘ted a% the bride%s r:sidence at
Inspector Geneial of Police, thelfunds. Chandilipay on Thursday last at 9
Government Ageat, N. P, tha:  With a vote of thanks to the|, ., A lirgely atbended receprion
Asstistant auper‘mteudent 0i{Cha'r, the meeting t rminated. was held at the bridegroom's resi.
Police, N, P.,, for the Police \Cor.) " dence on the following day,
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Hungarian-Rumanian
Dispute

Liondon, Saturday.

Acecording to the Stefani agency
conversations between Rumania and
Hungary 10 regard to Transylvania
have again been broken off.

The Hungarian delegativn lelt the
conference room at 2 a,m. and went
to a ship anchored on the Danube.

A member of the Rumranian
delegation stated thab the Hungarian
counter proposals could not be ap-
proved by Rumania “today, tomor-
row or in the future.”

The Hungarians are refurning to
Budapest this alternoon

Well-informed opinion believes
that eventual arbitration by Ger-
many in the Hungarian-Rumanian
dispute is inevitable in view of the
present prospect of deadlock in
direct negotiation.  Orders have
been issued severely restricting the
public transport services. The
majority of the motor 'bus services
wi'l be stopped from tomorrow and
the number of taxis dvstically
reduced.

It is uncflicial'y reported that
civil ra/lway services to the east are
also being severely cut and an in-
tensification of miiitary weasures is
expected. ¥

Rumania’s opposition to any
solution except the eschange of
populations has hardened  The
Rumanian press campaign has
reached a climax. All the news-
papers publish figares of the
Rumanian army watehiog the {ron-
tier and of the navy coutrolling the
Danube.

Berlin correspondents recognise
the unfavourable c¢ourse of 1ibe
negotiations, but say that Gerinan
circles expect an early settlement of
the major issues,

Meanwhile, M, Mania's Transyl-
vaman wovement to p event the
cession of territory to Iungary
shows no signs weakeninz and tle
Ramanian-Hungavian  feontier
1 ecoming vestive, Ouvders have been
issued that air raid preecaulions
should be undertaken and s'e'ters
got ready Ly September 15th at the
latest.

15

e

Matrimonial

PONNAMPALAM --SAMUEL

Mr. Issac Ponnampalam B A, of
the Jaffua Central College, was mar
ried to Miss Mary Belvama'ar
Samuel, the youngest daughter of
Mrs. C. M. Samuel of Manipay on
the 17th insh

The Rev. 5 P. Vijayaratnam aod
Rev. 5. Selvaralnam officiated at
the Navaly Church. The bride
was given away by her brother Dblr.
HEdwin 8. Samuel.

She was attended by Miszes Alex-
andra Mather and Tily DNather gs
Bridesmwaids and the little Nlisses
Devi Kanaganayagam and Evanglyn
Samuel as flower girls and Master
Aramanayagam as Page Bov.

The Bridegroots bhad as bestman
Rev. Saniuel Jegasothy and My
William Mather as groomsmaan.

A rcception followed at  the
bride’s place at ('ross Stroet,
Jaffna, when Advoeate Thi uehel-
vam of Colombo supported by M.
V. Vecrasingham the DPrineipal of
Manipay Hindu College proposed

1
izt

the bealth of the mnewly 1narried
coup'e.  Mr. Edwin, § Samuel

thanked those present on  beha'f of
h's mother.

Only a few relatives and friends
attead:d a- the wedding was a very

quiet ons.

High Percentage of
Literacy in Jaffna

(Continued from page 1)

towns the births registered in the
year under review nuwmbered
36,059, representing a birth rate
of 42.8 per 1,000 of the wurban
population, The year 1938 had
33186 births and a bi«th rate ol
39.9. The increase in the rate for
1939 is not:worthy., The high
urban birth rate reflects the in=
flux of child bearing women to
town hospitals for their coafine-
ment.

Sex Proportion at Birth

Of the 212,111 births registered
in the year reviewed 107,90% re-
lated to males and 104,203 to
femaless The sex ratio at birth
was - accordingly 1,036 males to
every 1,000 femiles, The excess
of male over female Dbirths is a
recurrent experieacs in Ceylon,
and may -be associated with en-
dogamy, the chief fecature of the
caste systemi prevalent in  the
country, ‘“‘The belief that endo-
gamy has this result does not
meraly arise from modern io-
quiries into the subject, since the
Talmud is quoted as stating that
mixed marriages produce oaly
girls,”

The sex ratios of recent years
seem to point to a decr:asing
masculipity, Among the differen:
races the sex ratios at birth in
1939 were 984 males among the
Europeans, 992 among the Bur-
ghers and Eurasians, 1,034 among
the Sinhalese, 1,039 among the
Tamils, 1,033 among the Moors,
1,194 among the Malays, to every
1,000 females born in each com
munity.

Plural Births

1,280 cases of twins (24,500
children), B eof triplets (24 child-
ren) and one quadruplet occurred
in 1939 The quadroplets were
born in the Kegalla Distriet in
the month of November, and three
of the children were males and
the other a female. o reckoning
the pumber of plural Lirths oaly
livebirths are taken into account.
Onez out of every 164 mothers hay
more than one child ata bith,
as against one out of ev.ry 133
ia the previous yeat

Sullbirths

Stillbisths are registered anly
in the proclaimed towns. Th-
number registered in 19.9 wa-
2,550, representing a rate ol 72
per 1000 live births. Tuis is a
high rate;, but its tr:ad, 15 down

ward.

DENTAL SURGERY
S. CHAS. PATHIRANA

Licensed Dentist & Ophithalmic
Optician
3rd Cross Street, Jaflna,
[Near Customs Houss)
Consultation Hours:
8§ am.to12am, 2 p.m, tob5 p.m.

When wyou break your spectucle
frames, spectacle arms or lense of any
pattern, please send them (o the above
adlress. They will be repaired ac-
curately and promptly.

We bave a large stoek of diffarent
varieties of the most desirable kinds
and styles of Crooke’s Sphero.Cylind-
er & Plano-Cylinder Ienses, Scienti-
fieally & Optically ground lenses,
Rolled Gold and Nickled Silver
Frames of every deseription and ot
her mountings which were recently
mported from Europe,

Doctors’ Prescriptions will be
dispanged earelully and acewataly.

Our charges are modarnte and rea
sonable.

(Y. 19. 2.5-40 to 1-5-41.)

N. VAITILINGAM & Co,

HARDWARE MERCHANTS & BUILDING CONTRACTOES

COLOMBO & JAFFNA
Telephone No. 30. (Jaffna,)

We stock Japan, German, Danish, Italian and English cements.
We are Sole Distributors in Jaffna for Asano cement which is
a superior cement and well patronised by Government and
other loeal bedies in and out of Jaffna. As we got down these
cements direct from Europe and Japan we sell them at
surprisingly cheap price.

QUOTATIONS WILL BE GIVEN ON APPLICATION

We Underlake Building Constructions of Steel Structures
Or any other Kind or Size

We have a good stock of roofing apd plain sheets in
all sizes, Round iron, Barbed wire, Brassfiitings, Paints, Varnishes,
Oils, Asbes'o: roofing, Ceiling, etc.

Head Office

38. Third Cross Street Colombo. Phone No. 2210 (Colombo)

Y. 63, 1-4.39--31-3-40. (T)
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| EMMANUEL TIRUCHELVAM
STIRUCHELVAM BUILDINGS"
: MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.
(DIRECT IMPORTER)
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REpains To Rabio BETs & Crocss UNDERTAKER
harges Competitive.

¥ Tgram: Tiruchelvam T'phone: 352. 3%
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THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established 1918)
BANKERS.

Authorised Capital Rs. 800.000.00

Amount of Calls made s, 134,367.00
SHARES: R0900 shures of Rs. 100/- each. 75 monlhly instalments
9f Re. 1f. per share will earn ls. 100/- for each at the

end of the period. Shares issued all times.

CURRENT ACCOUNTS opened and interest allowed at 1% per
anoum on the sverage monlhly balance when it does
not fall below Rs, 500/-.

FIXED DEPOSITS received for periods of 3,6, 9 and 12 months

and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and 6 % respectively.
DRAFTS  issued on the National and Imperial Banks te Colombo
and the Principal cities of India, Remiltances to and
from F. M. 8. by special arrangements,

[NDIAN MONEY bought and seld

LOANS on the securily of Jewels a speciality.

at 9% per annum

laterest charged
(Part payments accepted.)

For furthier particulars apply to

S. KANAGASADBAL

Y. 89 A, 21-11-39—20-11-40, (1’s) Shroff.

Printed and pubilished by 8. ADcrariNGaM, residing ab Vennarpooaai Eust,
Jalfna, for andon behalf of the Propristors, the Baiva Paripalana Sabai,

Jaffon, at their Press, the Saiva Prakssa Pross, Vaonarponow, Jalna,
on THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 1940,
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THE

HINDU BOARD OF EDUCATION
JAFI'NA.

[6th ANNUAL REPORT (1939)

To be presented by the Hony. Secretary, Mr.
C. Ponnambalam, Advocate, and Chairman, Urban
Council, Jaffna, at the Annual General Meeting
on the 31st August, 1940, at the Jaffna Cherniya
Street Bilingual School.

We take this opportunity to place on record our abiding
sense of loyally to His Imperial Majesty in this grave hour of
crisis and we earnestly pray that His Majesty’s Government will
carry this War to a victorious conclusion, and thereby ensure
for us the Freedow of Religious worship and assemably we have
enjoyed for ever so many years under British rule. We call
upon the Memibers of the Board to continue to contributle their
mits towards the successful prosecution of the War.

On the birthday of His Majesty the King, we bad prayers
and l‘oojas in all our Schools for the long life and happiness of
His Majesty, the King, and for a speedy victory of the
Great War, .

The Hindu Board of Education has done good work during
the year, 1939. The Committee regrets that the Annual General
Meeting was not held eariier than today. The Committee met
8 times during this year. ;

Congratulations.

We congratulate our Secretary, Mr, C. Ponnambalam, on
his election as Chairman, Urban Council, Jaffoa, by the unani-
mous vote of the City Fathers, who have thereby given ample
recognition to his services during the past five years to the town

of Jaffna.

Condolences.

Three of our Directors (viz. Messrs. V. Sathasivampillai,
C. Saravanamuttu, and M. M, Kanagasingam) have passed away,
We mourn their loss with their widows and children,

Institutions.

Today there are 99 Institutions as compared with 93 Insti-
tutions which we had at the time of the last report. These
Institutions are located as follows;—

1, Delft a os- 00 10. Jaffna ... ...13
2. Punguduthivu ...7. 11. Vadamaradchy ...6
3. Nainathiva ...2. 12. Thenmaradchy 17,
4. Eluvaithiva ...1L 13. Pachilaipali ...2
5. Leyden w7, 14. Pooneryn s B
6. Karainagar ...3. 15. Mullaithivu .3.
7. Vali. West .,.13: 16. Vavuniya ol
8. Vali. North ...7. 17. Nawalapitiya ...2,
9. Vali. East. ...+ 18. Badulla i

Of these 99 Institutions, 92 are registered for Government
aid. The Vannarponnai Veeramakaliamman Vidyasalai has been
registered for Government aid during the year under review,

During this year, the following registered schools have been
placed under our Board of Management, Viz,

1. Jaffna Urelu Ganesha Vidyasalai
2. Jaffna Vathiry Thevaraiyarly Vidyasalai
3. Karaithiva Subramania Vidyasalai

Of the 92 registered schools, of ours only 12 registered
Schools have been placed under our management by the Pro-
prietors as registered schools.

r| There are 7 unaided schools. Viz.

|

1. The Jaffna Thaiyiddy South Stvagurunatha Vidyasal.i,

This school has been declared by the Education Committee
as fit and efficient for the registration. It may be registered
with the next annual inspection of the school in September,
1940. It will be remembered that this School was
Gazetted for observation and was about to receive Govern-
ment aid, the registration was delayed owing to the action
taken by the Educatior Committee. This happened about

when

four years ago.

(25

The Pungvduthivu Raja Rajeswari Vidyasalai,

3. The Vannarponnai Sri Wastialinga Vidyasalai,
Thi- school may be registered even during the War,

4. The Punguduthive Sir Duraiswamy Vidyasalas.

3. The Ponnalai Varatharajaperumal Vidyasalai,

6. The Jaffna Sinhalese Night School

These last three schools were started after the War,
and are not likely to be registered till the War is Qver.

7. The Jaffna Classical Schaoal.

This school is situated in Thinnevely and is being run
as an unaided school. It is continuing to do good work
in higher work in Thamil and also in Sanscrit and Sinhalese,
We mean to continue to run the school without
ment aid.

Govern-

Junior and Senior School Certificate Examination
Classes. (Thamil,

We prepare students for the J»S.C; apd 8. S0, (Thamil)
Examinations in many of our schools. Year after veara goad
number of sludents succeed in these public examinations.

Teachers and Students.

There are today 16,000 students and 500 teachers in our
99 schools as compared with 14,885 studerts and 463 teachers
et the end of 1938. Our teachers are continuing to maintain a
high standard of efficiency in their work. Their relationship
with the parents and the public in the different villages continues
to be on the whole cordial. Their loyalty to the Board amd its
noble idesls is commendable. -

Finance.

All our aided schools (Tamil and Bilingual) are being con-
tinued under the syste:n of Direct Pay-ment of sala;’ies to
teachers, We received, besides, what was given to the teachers
by ]_?i."cct Payment, during the year 1939 Government Grant
amounting to Rs. 1636997, Donations and

subscriptions
Rs 12,081/67. ibscriptions

We spent on salaries of teachers Rs. 5456/78, on furniture
a_nd equipment Rs. 10718/30, and on lands and bui!dinf-'-s
Rs. 2479/40, The total grant, including the salaries paid l;
Government direct to our teachers in our registered |
during the year under review is Rs, 309,352/06,

schools

During the last 16 years we have spent Rs, 126,791,488 on
our different schools over and above what we received as Grant
and what our Local Managers and Local Committees had spent

on them,

During the last 16 years, in round figures, the Board received
Rs, 907,00—0;- in[ cash by way of subscriptions and donations,
and Rs. 350,000/- by way of lands and buildings.
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Loss on New Schools.

the last five years the Beoard had lost nearly
Rs. 40,000/~ on its new schoolss The total liability of the
Board by the end of 1939 was Rs. 20,000/- In -the Beard's
early days, schools were registered for aid from the time of their
opening. Later, a period of three menths lapsed from the
start, before Government aid was given. During the last five
years no Government aid was given, unless the Board has main-
tained at its own cost its new schools for a period ranging from
8 to 15 months. In the case of our Thaiyiddy South Sivaguru-
natha Vidyasalai, it is a much longer period as mentioned above.
We are afraid that most of the schools started after the War
may not be registered till the War is over.

Free Mid-day Meals.

The Board is unable to understand the principle on which
schools are selected by the Department for providing free midday
mcals, It is affecting the attendance in some schools adversely.
There are many Hindn Villages where Christian Schools exist by
the side of Hindu Schools, The attendance increases in the
Hindu Schools and the very exisience of the Christian School ia
threatened. Then the prop of a free midday meal is given to
the Christian schocl, thotigh the children attending the Hindu
School are also from similar poor homes of the rame Village,

During

Appointment of Teachers.

In the case of Christian Scheols which are worked on the
quarterly payment of grant, when a teacher resigns or retires his
place can be filied up by a teacher of higher qualification, In the
case of Hindu or Buddhist Schéols which are under the direct
monthly payment system, no teacher with higher qualifications
could replace a retiring teacher of lower qualifications Owing to
the dearth of mcre qualified teachers, the Hindus were forced to
mark time with When  these teachers
retire, the Hindus are compelled to be content with unqualified

un-qualified  teachers.

teachers.

Orphanages.

By -the effurts of i Mr. A, Chellappa, our former General
Manager, the Jaffna Saiva Girls' Orphanage was started. in rented
premises with 30 orphans in it.

There are in the Saiva Boys' Orphanage 73 students as com-
pared with 51 for last year. It is having a separate Boarding
establishment now-

Many applications of desetving orphans to the 2 Orphanages
had to be rejected for Jack of funds and accommodation, besides
the restriction of the number by Government,

Classical School.

The school started by Pandit S. Kanapathypillai of the staff
of our Jaffna Saiva Training School, is continuing to do very
Higher Thamil and
Sanscrit and SBinghalese are taught in this school.

good work under his energetic control.
Thamil is

taught by Pandit Kanapathypillai and three other Pandits, who *

are his old students. Singhalese is taught by the Buddhist
Priest (Rev. Sri Sumana Thero) of the Sri Naga Vihara.
crit is taught by a highly qualified Brahmin Driest.

proud that this Institution bhas during the short time of its exis-

Sans-
We are

tence done very good and useful work. Our thanks are due to
the different teachers who do honorary work.

The Jaffna Saiva Training School.

The quota allowed for our Training School is 51. By this
restriction of the number, Hindu Students are forced .to seek
admission to the Christian Training School, and many are directly
--and indirectly made to embrace ‘Christianity, either before they
gnter such Schocls or before they pass out of the Schools,

Bilingual Schools.

The Board has 5 Bilingual Schools teday, One. of the
Bilingual Schools (Punguduthivu Subramaniya Bilingual School)
has to be re-converted into a Thamil School, during the year
under review, for financial reasons, The success of these schools
will be seen in another year or two when they have got over the

transition period.

The Jaffna Hindu Ladies College.

No serious effort has bzen made yet to collect funds for the
necessary buildings or buy the additional lands necessary for the
same, in - this

great and urgent cause of the: Hindus.

It i5 a crying need. We appeal for workers

Religion in our Schoals.

Greater interest is being taken now in our Schools in
Religious Education. There is. room for further improvement

in this direction.
Health Activities.

The Beard Schools are being made to take a keen interest
in Health Education The practical work done by Mr.
V. Subbiah, Head Teacher of aur Madduavil Nerth 1{a1naiasan}'
Vidyasalai in the school and in the village deserves our sincere
thanks.

too,

Spinning and Weaving.

We are introducing spinning and weaving in our schoals,
We are trying to give an agricultural bias to our students by on-
couraging practical work in gardening and  food produt-:(ion.
The <hief diffi-
In certain places, there are mno
We are sinking them whenever we find we could spare

besides, promoting the study of rural science,
culty is the searcity of water.
wells,
some money. In certain areas, the wells are so deep that water
lifting is a real problem. Our idea is to concentrate on weaving

and spinning in such areas.
Mr. S. Rajaratnam.

We are glad to state that the Honourable the Minister for
Education and his Committee have been pleased to withdraw the
ban on Mr. 8. Rajaratnam and he is eligible -to become fhe
Manager of the Board Schools.

Conclusion.

The Hindu Board of Education has completed 16 years of use-
ful and meritorious services to Hindu Ceylon. It has grown from
strength to strength. Today it is the largest educational
tation in Ceylon. Almost every wage-earning Hindg has some-
time or other contributed his or her quota towards the SucCess
of the Board. The rich Hindus have net shown their practical
appreciation of our work by opening their purse strings.  Today
it has 99 institutions inclading the Jaffna Saiva Training Schoo}
and the Boys' and Girls' Orphanages, catering to the educatiomi
need of the 16,000 Hindu children. There are yet -over 50,000
Hindu children receiving their education in alien atmosphere . or
receiv ing no education at all, The earlier the Hindus proyide

insti-

for the education of these Hindu childrcn, especially girls, in g
Hindu atmosphere, the better it would be for the common weal
of the Hindus. May we make our earnest appeal to al Hindus,
especially, the young to take up the work that lies  before them.
The heart of the Hindu race is-sound and we are confident ihat
the Hindus would show their keen and practicil interest in the
work of the Board: Every Hindu 'who pays 2 3/4 cents & day
becomes a member. Every Hindu becoming a member would
hasten the day when every Hindu child would receive its educa-
tion in a Hindu atmosphere thus realising the ideal of the Great
Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar.

JAFENA,
AvgusT 28, 1940,
L J

C. PONNAMBALAM,
Hony. Secreiary,
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