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NEWS FROM FAR
AND NEAR
Colombo North By-Election

It is understood that April
11, has been recommen. .1 as
the date for the by-elec Hn in
the Colombo North coustitu-
ency of the State Counril,

Minister Resigns

Mr. W. A. de Silva, Minis
ter of Health, has tendered his
resignation from the Board of
Ministers and also from wmem-
bership in the State Counecils

No Probe inte British
Retreats

Replying to a question in the
House of Comwons, Mr, C. R, At
tlee answeriag for Mr. Churehill re-
fused to appoint & Court of Inquiry
presided over by a High Court Judge
into the retreats of the British Arimny
from Dankitk, Norway, Greece,
Crete, Malaya and Benghazi,

@

Economy Urged in Use

Of Paper

Strict economy in the use of
paper is urged by the Con.
troller of Imports, Exports and
Exchange, Mr, R. N. Bond.

Tho stoek position, which is
already serious, Lie states, is
likely to deteriorate further, as
it is improbable that importers
will be able to secure delivery
of more than a small propor-
tion of pre-war imports. KEvery
endeavour should, therefore,
be made to conserve existing

stocks,
State to Buy All Rubber

Shippers, brokers, and deal-
ers of rubber will as far as pos-
sible not be disturbed for the
present by the new order {rowm
the Secretary of State making
Government the purchaser ol
all Ceylon rubber.

Mr. P. Saravanamuttu, the
Rubber Controller, who will
be the buyer on behalf of the
Government- told a Press
representative thab, asfar as
possible, the existing machi-
nery would be wvsed for the
present. @

Supplies from India to China

A statement on the results of
Marshal Chiang Kai shek’s visit
to India issued in Chungking

gtates:— ‘““‘Concrete measures
were decided wupon for the
transportation af supplies

direct from Indiz to China
the capacity of which will
exceed fthose taken along the
Burma Road. The use of Ran-
goon as.a portofentry has there-
fore been abandoned and its
approaches have been winved.”

CHURCHILL once described
one of our dailies as “one
of those great country news-
papers which must be studied
to understand the movement
of public opinion.
Most of you will have heard
of this paper; it's often quoted

in your own press. I am re-
ferring fo the “Yorkshire
Post”, Those of you who

have been in Englaed and
have travelled in the north
east will remember the yellow
painted signboards erected in
fields which can be seen from
the railway:=*“TWIST TRENT
ANDTWEED -THE YORK-
SHIRE POST.” Well, I've
attended a six o'clock confer-
ence of this important DBritish
newspaper.

The day men going off were
meeting the night men coming
on., It was just the ordinary
routine  conference which
tatics place every day at that
time. The editor, W, L.
Andrews, sat in his swivel
chair behind his big leather-
topped mahogany desk, and
his men gat around the room
in leather upholstered chairs.

It was a quiet room, with a
library atmosphere, and the big
conl fire blazing in the open
fireplace was rellected on the
old mahogany farniture and on
the polished copper kettle which
stood in the hearth. There was
a turkey red carpet ob
the floor and bookshelves cov-
ered two of the walls., The
windows were blacked out by
beavy curtains. It was al-
ready getting dark in Leeds.

The average age of the men
present was under [orty. There
was the chief assistant edibor,
the chief *sub-editor,” the
news editor, the sporting edi-
tor, the art editor, three leader
writers, and the chief reporter,
The editor himself would be
the oldest man present. He's
fitby-five.

They Discuss

They took the foreign news
first, The chief sub-editor,
acting as foreign news editor,
told them the principal iterms
and they bad a discussion.
The first item was the sinkiog

THE UNHEEDED WARNING
ABOUT HITLER

PUBLIC OPINION REFLECTED
BY A NEWSPAPER

BY WILLIAM HOLT
(In a Receit Broadcast Talk)

of the Rueben James, and
American reactions They
talked in quiet voices and the
discussion was unhurried. It
might hbave been taking place
at the editor's home, so infor-
mal was the way it was con-
ducted. There were wood
spills on the mantelpiece and
I could hear the cloek ticking
away on the wall. It enly
needed a cat or a dog stretch-
ed out on toe hearthrug to
complete the picture The
copper kettle was brought by
a former editor who used to
boil water in it for a meal late
at night. His wife used to
come with a basket and after
the editor had eaten, they used
to sit on each side of the fire-
place and drink tea

Toue main item of Home
news, that night, was the fire
at & clothing factory 1in
Huddersfield, with a loss of
forty-seven lives, Four of the
“Post'" reporters were still out
covering it. “Put all the late
stuff on the front page, and the
news and details on the back
page”, said the editor. News-
papers over here are responsi-
ble [or their own censorship
They use their own discretion
governed by the laws affecting
security. They are responsi-
ble for what they print, With
regard to fires no mention can
be made of them until they
are pub out—for obvious
reasons. Other items of news
were discussed and now and
then during the conference a
niessenger brought in some
teleprinted vews which bad
just come over the wiress
The Backzround

It wasn’t at all like the news-
paper editorial conterence you
see in filme., And yet the
baclkground was war, and there
might have been a bombing
raid that - night All was
ready for it if 1t bad come.
Duplicate apparatus was ready
in the great cellar. No one
could say what news might
come over the wires during the
night. Plans theun being imade
might have to be scrapped ab
the last minute, but mean-

Continued on page &

GANDHI—-CHIANG
MEETING

INTERVIEW LASTS
4% HOURS

Calcutta, Wednesday.
Mabatma Gandhi met Gen-
eralissimo and Madame Chiang
Kai-shek at Mr. Gandhi's Cal-
cutta residence, Birla Park (the
house of a Marwari millionaire),
this morning.

Mr, Gandhi was accompanied
by his Secretary, Mr Mahadev
Desai. When the train arrived
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru en-
tered the Mahatma's compart-
ment and introdoced him o
Mr, Tao Fan-chang, a member
of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Kuom ntang, to
Dr. C. J. Pao, the Chinese
Consul-General, and to Profes-
sor Tan Yun-sen, a representa-
tive of Marshal Chiang Kai-
shek.

As Mr, Gandhi and Pandit
Nehra and the Chinese repre-
sentatives alighted, the Mahat-
ma was pgarlanded. Then lean-
ing on theshoulder of Mzr. Tao
Fan-chang and aecompanied
by Pandit Nehru, the Mabhatma
walked to a waiting car and
drove straight to Birla Park
amidst shouts of: “Gandhiji-
ki-jai (Long live Gandhi). In
the meantime, the Chinese Con-
sul-General proceeded straight
to Barrackpore Government
House to bring the Generalis-
simo to Birla Park,

The Gandhi Chiang Kai-shel
meeting concluded at 6-10 p.m.,
having lasted for nearly four-
and-a-half honrs Mahatma
Gandhbi then left for Howrah
station, while the Generalis-
gimo refurped to Government
House.

Pandit Nehru told Press men
that the two leaders diseussed
all matters regarding ITudia,
China and the world. Mr.
Gandhi presented yarn he had
spun to the Geuveralissimo and
a spinning wheel to Madame
Chiang.

The Council of State has un-
aulmously passed a resclution
at New Delhi today, expressing
appreciation and adwmiration of
Generalissimo and Madame
Chiang Kai-shek and warmly
welcoming both to India.

COMMISSIONER OF WAR
RISKS INSURANCE :
Mr, H.C. Cocks has beea ap-
pointed  Couimissioner of War
Risks Insurances under the War
Risks (Geods) Insurance Ordinanca
No. 1 of 1942, with effect from
February 6, in addition to his other

duties, e
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BRITISH CABINET
CHANGES

THE CREATION OF A WAR
Cabinet of reduced size, and the
inclusion in it of Sir Stafford
Cripps as Lord Privy Seal and
Leader of the House of Com-
mons, constitute Mr. Winston
Churchill’s reply to the storm
of eriticisma which his Govern-
ment’s conduct of the war had
provoked. The British pub-
lic had become seriously alarm-
ed by the mistakes that have
been made and the disastrous
consequences that have un-
doubtedly flowed from these
mistakes. The Prime Minister
has been forced to realise that
public opinion would refuse to
tolerate for a momenf longer
the blunders which have landed
the British Empire in the
gravest crisis of its history,
though Mr. Churchill has con-
tinued to retain, to a remark-
able degree, his  personal
popularity and the confidence
of the nation io his great
qualities. What is, however,
more relevant to the actuali-
ties of the present situabion is,
pnot the mere fact that My,
Churchill has at last consented
to reconstruct his Cabinet in
response to public criticism,
but the question whether the
new Cabinet will succeed in
avoiding the pitfalls that had
wrecked its predecessor; whe-
ther the lamentable Ilack of
realism, imagination and drive
that had been the most amaz-
ing characteristic of sowe of
the British Ministers 1n their
attitude towards the war and its
problems will no longer con-
tinue to hamper the successful
prosecution of the war; and
whether the political back-
ground of the struggle that is
now being waged 1u Asia, in
dangerous proximity to India
and Ceylon, will receive the
consideration it deserves, The
British press has, under these
circumstances, taken up s
guarded attitude. While wel-
coming the Cabinet changes as
evidence of the Prime Minis-
ter's willingness to yield 6o
public opinion, 15 has, at the
game time, expressed the view
that these changes do not go
tar enough. The only excep-
vion worthy of ncte 18 the
“Daily Telegraph” which is
positiva that rothing bui good
can result from these changes,
and that “public opinion should
now ensure that attacks on the
Government, which have done

infinite harm to our caunse
abroad, are silenced.” The
“Daily Telegraph” is one of
those papers that closely re-
semble a certain class of ex-
perts who have their feet firm-
ly planfed in the twentieth
century, in the midst of a world
war which resembles nothing
that one koows of, and their
heads equally firmly enveloped
in the mists of ancient military
bistory. Fortified by its super-
abundance of half-pay wisdom
the “Daily Telegraph™ seems to
think that what 1s needed to
win the war is not brains and
supplies but a continued dis-
play of Tory pomposity and
firmness,

It isour earnest hope that the
question of -supplies including
equipment with reference to
the war in Asia will receive the
immediate consideration of the
new Cabinet. The present posi-
tiom in regard to this matter
has been very forcibly stated
by the Editor of the Calecutta
“Statesman’: the requirements
of Asia in the matter of equip-
ment have not been considered
at all; and it is somewhat dis-
tarbing to find that, even at
the present moment when the
consequences of all this ne-
gleet are only too evident even
to an ordinary layman, a mein
ber of the old gang in the per-
son of Capt Margesson, Secre-
tary of State for War, should go
out of his way to give his ver-
gion of the causes that have
led to the present deplorable
situation 1in the Far Fast
According to Capt. Margesson,
“in the great war of 1914—18,
we were able to send new divi-
vions to a quiet part of a sta-
tiopary line of defence, and
there they were able to secure
battle training and experience
in a modest way before being
committed to the hazards of a
pitched battle. Iu this war
the position is quite different.
When we meet the German
armies in the field, we meet
troops having two and a hall
years' experience of fighting,
When we meet the Japanese
we have to [face hardeued
soldiers with four years’ ex-
perience of a type of warfare
to which we have been totally
unaccustomed. There is no
time for our troops to secure
preliminary training."All this 1s,

of course, nonsense, but there
are people, even in the
midst of a world tragedy
like the present, who after
the manner of the thick-
headed Bourbous, manage to

learn nothing and forget no-
bhing- Capt. Margesson is One
of them -If he is to be believ-
ed, a thumping defeat at the
hands of the Germans or the
Japapese is an indispensable
preliminary qualifieation for
any body of troops to get into
fighting trim. The experience
gained in Poland, France, Nor-
way and (Greece evidently
counts for nothing. One won-
ders also whether Capt. Mar-
gesson has heard of the iulor-
mation, supplied by an obliging

press some months ago, that
German officers were busy

training the Japanese in dive-
bombing and the latest methods
of mechanised warfare. Be-
sides, the methods adopted by
the Japanese in China never
approached anything like the
grim effectiveness of their on-
slanght on Malaya and the
Duteh ¥ast Iodies. It isa
libel to put the blame on the
soldiers. What was needed
was plenty of realistic training
and more than enough of equip-
ment. Given these things, the
British, Indian and Australian
soldiers would bave proved
themselves more than a match
for the Germans and the Japa-
nese. Was this training given?
Was even a modicum of this
equipment given? It i3 only too
patent that it was not. And
yet, we are today privileged to
witness the spectacle - of
these politician-Ministers who
have managed to worm their
way to their present posi-
tions through the elector-
ate and through Parliament
trying to dope the public mind
with explanations which are
not correct and which even
a Village Court would have no
dilficulty in rejecting as funda-
mentally unsound. It is the
duty of every Englishman,
Indian and Ceylonese to try
and get the Dritish public
bo realise what is wanted to
help Asia in her hour of need.
Mr. Arthur Moere’s example
should be followed.

In one important respect,
the recoustructed Cabinet will
fail to satisfy Indian opioion,
The Secretary of State for
India has no place io the new
Cabinet though Mr. Amery is
sikely to remain in the saddle
till an exasperated House of
Commons throws him out, per-
haps too late, to make room
for a better man. Recently,
the “Daily Mail" suggested
that the best thing to be done
for India was to appoint some-
one with the requisite quali-
fications as Secretary of State
and send him out to Tndia to
organise the country for war.
It is an excellent suggestion
and it 18 by no mesns too
late to give effect to it With
reference to India, Mr. Amery's
position has been that of an
obedient tool of the Prime
Minister whose attitude to-
wards India is well known.
Mr Churchill seems to have
pioned his faith to Ans-
tralia to lead the Eastern
Group, which included India,
and he seems to have depend-
ed a good deal on the two ill-
fated battleships to frighten
the Japanese, These pians
bave miscarried, and the only
alternative before any states-
man mindful of his great res-
ponsibilities is fto coneciliate
tbe Indian people and to weld
them into a  powerful uwit
equipped for defence as well as
attack, Mr. Churehill has
utterly failed to appreciate
this poiut of view wibth the re-
sult that Mr. Amery still" re.
mainsg tied to his apron-
strings, while the war is ap-
proaching the fertile valley of
the Ganges.

PUTTUR LOCAL
ASSISTANCE
COMMITTEE -

INAUGURAL MEETING

(From a Correspondent)

For the purpose of electing a
local Assistance Committes for Put-
tur Mr. C, T, Qorloff, C. C. 8., As-
sistant Government Agenot (Emer-
gency), Adigar A. Naganather and
the Maniagar of Valikamam East
Division attended an inaugural meet-
ing of the Puttur public held at the
V. C, Court on 19th January, Mr.
A K. Muttukawmaru, the V. C.
Chairman, was elected the chairman
of the Assistance Commitie with
Messrs K, Balasundram and K,
Randappu as Joint Secretaries aod
Mr. A.D, Sankarappillai as Trea-
surar.

Three committes meelings and
two pablic meetings have been held
so far. It was decided that the V.C.
should be requested to increase the
number of cattle seizers to protect
cereal crops which would be grown
imtoediately after the harvesting of
paddy; that every encouragement
for food production should be given
by affording irrigation facilities by
sinking wells for needy people, who
should be supplied with free green
and black gram; that each member
should do the weces:ary blackout
propaganda; that retail shopkeepers
be requested to keep all varieties of
rice without causing inconvenience
and hard hip to the public and
that their boutiques be open for
business from 7 am. to 6 p m; that
the committee should exercise the
right to inspect weekly and check
all rice bontiques; that the com-
mittee should attend the first aid
classes held by the Apothecary-in-
charge, under the auspices of the
Puttur Health League,

Af the first public meeting pre-
sided over by Mr. 3. Natesan,
M. 8, C, the Maniagar of the Diyi-
sion spoke on ‘Food Control”, Mr.

N, Sivagoanam on %A, R. P,
and Mr, BSelvadurai on “Food
Production.” 'fhe meeting re

solved that “since the food produc-
tion drive at Puttur and the
adjoining villages can gain greater
force by the use of the tidal well at
Navakiri for irrigation, the Member
for Kankesantorai should move s
resolution in the State Council to
the effect that the tidal well be hare
nessed for irrigation.” 1t was poin.
ted out by Mr K. Sivaguru, the
proposer, that the required machi-
nery could be had from India in -
spite of war conditions,

Mr. A, J, R. Vethavanam A, R.
P, Controller Jaffna, spoke onm Air
Raid Precantions before & mass mest-
ing on February 15, Mr, A. K.
Muthukumaru presiding. The taik
was illustrated by practical demons-
trations. Speaking next, Mr, C.
Ragounathan, Assistant Registrar,
Co operative Societies, appealed to
the land owners to reduce their rents
in order that tenant enltivators could

cultivate focd crops in  place  of
tobacco. Mr. R. Sicgaretnam, de-
pufisiag for the chief Air Raid

Warden, also dwelt on A,R.P.

The Puttar Agricultural Advisory
Cowmittee met on 18th February,
Mr.  V, Chellappa  presiding.
Iv was resolved that the Raral De«
velopment Officers shonld prepare a

‘reporl on the type of foud crops

which could be econcwically grown

during the next six wonths,
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KANDY TAMILS
ASSOCIATION

32nd Annual General
Meeting

The 32ad . Aonual
Meeting of the Kaundy
Association was held com-
meancing at 7 p.m. on Satur-
day, the 14th February 1942
at the Saiva Maha Sabhai Build-
ing, Kandy, with Mr. S. U. Soma-
segaram, B. A (Hoos) Lond, the
President of the Association, in
the chair,

The rotice convening the meet-
ing, the minutes of the 31st Annu-
al General Meeting, report of the
Managing Committee and the

Treasurer’s balance sheet were
read by the Hony. Secretary Mr.
A Navaratnarajah aod adopted.

The report contained, amoog
- other (hings, the action takea by
the Associaticn regarding the dis-
comfort and inconvenience of the
travelling public from up-country
and Jaffoa in baving to detrain at
Peradeniya Junction and Pulga-
bawela and the unduly long halt
at malarial Polgabawela iu the
early hours, The matter was tak-
en up by the mem'er for Kandy
in the State Council in his last
Budget speech and it is hoped
that something would bs douae
early to remedy matters. Other
activities mentioned were public
" Jectures conducted under the aus-
pices of the As-ociation, a tour to
the -uined cities, a memorial meet-
ing in honour of Sir, P. Ramana-
than, K. C. C. M, G,,First Aid and
A. R. P. classes conducted by Dr,
.S, Ariaratoam, laospecting Mecdi-
cal Officer of Schools; a tennis
meet, between members of the
Orica Club, Gampola led by Mr
Ivor de Satam, Magistrate and
member: of the Association led by
Mr. K. Wijzyaratoam, tbe Chair-
man of the Sports Branch partici-
pating in it. The report also con-
tained a reference to the very suc-
cessful fuaction held in honour of
Gate. Muhaadiram and Mrs Cana-
ganayagam on the former's elec-
tion as Mayor of Kandy.

Then followed the Presiden-
tial address which was as usual
a very inspiring one, Commenis
were made on the useful work
done during the year and what
remains to be done. The Presi-
. dent thanked the house for the
hearty co-operation given by one
"and all throughout the year,

A resolution moved by Mr. A
Pathmanathan that a dramatic
section be formed to encourage
the staging of Tamil Dramas was
seconded by Mr. A. Navaratna-
rajab and unanimously accepted.

The election of office=bearers

General
Tamils

for the next year resulted as
follows:—
President:—Mr. N. Coomara-
swamy.
Vice-Presidents:i—Messrs. S.
.Kandiab, 8. U. Somasegaram, H.

T. Gnaanapirakasam, Dr, T. Kula-
nayagam, Dr. S. Ariaratnam.
Hony. General Szcretary:—Mr,
S. Sivagnanam.
Hony.  Treasurer;—Mr,
Muthulingam.
. Hony.Secy.Dramatic Section«—
Mr. K. S« Gopala Iyer,
Hony. Secy. Sporis:—Mr,
Thambiappah.
Hony. Literary Secretary:—Mr.
V. Paachadcharam.
Houy. Social Service Braach,

\'%
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PURANAS: THEIR PLACE AS
RELIGIOUS SCRIPTURES

BY

“VYASA™

v

VAISHNAVA PURANAS:

Padma Purana

THE present Padma Purana is

found in two versions. One is
North Indian (Bengal) and the other
is Soath Indian. The North Indi-
an version has only five Khandas.
1. Sristi, 2 Bhumi, 3 Svarga, 4
Patala and 5 Uttara, The South
Indian version has six Khandss:
1 Adi, 2 Bhumi, 3 Brahma, 4 Pata-
la, 5 Sristi, 6 Uttara, Tt is general-
ly believed that although the DBen-
gal version, on account of the num-
ber, arrangement and contents of
Khandas, 18 more reliable than the
South Indiaa one, it does nobt howe
ever represent the Padma Purana
in its original form. The Bengal
version is not available in printed
edition. We shall give below an
outline of the South Indian version,
with extracts from the Bengal ver-
sions wherever necessary.

The Adhi Khanda is purely Vai-
shnava and begins with a short  ac-
comnt of creation. It gives the geo-
graphy of the earth, deals with the
glories of various holy places and ri-
vers and ends with a chapter on
Vishnu Bhakti, and the daties of
the members of the different
castes in d'fferent stages of their
life,

Bhumi Khanda is full of legends
introduced in order to prove the
sanchity of various holy places and
to show how Prahalada became so
great a devotee of Vishnu, and why
a teacher, a father or a chasie and
devoted wife is called a Tirtha. In
connechion with these legends and
glorifications, the dufies of Asramas,

|gifts, duties of women, holy places,

and vratas are treated in detail.
Buddha also is mentioned as an ia-
carnation of Vishnu.

Brahma Khanda is concerned
with the deseription of Vaishrava
feasts and festivals, I treats of the
werits of besmearing a Vishnu Ten-
p'e with cow dung and of burning a
lamp there at night, the observances
during the month of Kartika, the
Jayanti Vrata, the Guravara- Vrata,
the birth day festivals of Radha and
Krishna, the Ekadasi Vrata, the
worship of Vishou on the fu'l moon
day and the offer of various things

to Vishnu, The merts of observ-
ing these {estivals are illustia
ted by  stories, The Tulasi

plaut is glorified in Chapt: 22 and
called the ‘wife of Hari"' in
chapt: 10. Greatness of DBrahmans
are dealt in Chapt: 14 wherein Suta
says ' O best of the twice-born, a
Brahman is superior to all castes
He is known to be & prop of all
the Gods, and (is identical with)
the Liord Narayaoa......The man
who licks the particle of water
sticking to the foot of a Brahwan
gets rid of all sins (arising out) of
the murder of Brahwans,”

Patala Khanda starts with a
description of the nether world and
the Nagas, It deifies Rama and

Secretary: Mr, C, Sivasitham-
baram.

Committee Members: Gate
Mubaodiram N. Canaganjavagam
and Messrs. S. Kanagasabai, V.
Ramanathan, S, Seepivaszagam, K.
Nagapper, K, Wijeyaratnam, S
Karalakulasingam, S, Nagalingam,
S. Charavanapavan, A. K. Velu.
pillai, V. Sabapathy and M. A,
Navaratoarajah. (Cor).

conceives him as Vishnu iucarnate.
Sita is identified with Lakshimi.
The utterance of Rama's name is
said to be extremely sanctifying
and capable of conferring final re-
lease The Tulasi plaot and its
worship is referred fo in more than

one place, In chapters 69—89,
there are references to Krishna
and Radha, Siva and Tar=
vatir are said to converse on
the life story of Krishna.

He is said to be Vishnu incarnate
and His worship frees the wor-
shipper of all sine and gives him

final release. Wadha is called
Krishna's Sakti. She is the
‘Avyaya Mula-Prakriti' of which

Durga and other goddesses are in-
finifesimal- parts.  Brindavanam
is considered the most sacred place
in the world. There are references
to the Tanfras and the Agamas as
authorities, From chapter 100 to
the end veferences to BSiva aud
Linga worship. are found. The
unity of Siva and Vishon iz recog-
nised in the form of Rama and if is
Siva whoe is assigned a  higher
place. The glories of the ashes
are sung in many of the chapteis.
The book ends with a few
chapters on the duties of Vishon
worshippers, the sapctity of the
Salagrama stone and other details
of the Vishou Cult,

Sristi Khanda.  The first part of
the Khanda seems to have been
compiled by the Brahma wor-
shippers, In this book 1t not
Vishou who is assumed as the
first cause but the highest Brah-
man in the form of the personal
god DBrahma  Nevertheless, the
book is Vishauite in character and
contains myths and legends for the
glorification of the God Vishnu
Oopeof the principal parts of the
book consists of the description of
the lake  Puskara (ia Ajmers),
gsacred to Brabwa. Many feasts
and vows in honouar of the goddess
Durga are mentioned,

1=

Uttara Khanda. This Khanda
s a collection of legends.
It also contains a few chapters on

Marriage, Gifts, Worship, Vows
and daties of the castes and asra
mas It contains the list of the
10 ipeavnations of Vishou including
Buddha and Kalki. The Vrata
called the Tulasi-triratei veata is
parrated and Jong stories about the
origin of the goddess Tulasi are
given, The worship of the five
deities (Siva, Vishnu, Uina, Kumara,
Ganesha & Burya) of the Smarias
ig referred. References to Pasan-
dins, including especially the BSiva
worshippers, and Mayavada as
Prachehanna Baonddba are found in

this book. In the Bengal version
of the Uttara Khanda story
is nparrated to  establish the

supremacy of Vishnu over other
Gods.

The Padwa Purana is a very
volaminous one and s second to the
Skanda in size. The purana con-
tains makerials whieh bring fthe
book o even the lith orv the 15th
century A. D. There are no doubs
very ancient as well as very modern
portions found in it.

Varaha Purana

The extant Varaka Puorana is
supposed to be a comparatively late
book. It is rather a manual of pray-
ers and rules mainly for Vishon

Continued on page 4

—

SELF-SUFFICIENCY
IN PADDY

Agriculture Director’s
Address

Annamalainagar, Feb, 13
SUGGESTIONS for the betler
productjon of food crops and
the need and means of achieviog
sell.sufficiency in paddy, were
made by Mr. P, H. Rama Reddi,
Director of Agricolture, Madras,
while delivering the valedictory
address of the Annamalai Univer.
sity Cozmopolitan Club, this even.
ing at th= Gokhale Hall, with Sir
K. V. R=ddi in the chair.

The Chairman of the Club, Mr,
Gandhi Chowdhry, welcocmed the
guest after the reading of the an-
nual report.

Pointing out that India was at
present not self-sufficient as re.
gards rice, Mr. Rama Reddi sajd
that the problem before thz coun-
try at present was how to make
op the deficit of about 650,000
tons, annually imported into In-
dia from Burma, Siam, etec, and
which bhad all but stopped on ac-
count of the war. There were two
ways of increasiog the production,
namely, by iocreazing the area
ander cultivation and by increas-
ing the yield per acre, Consider-
1ng the first question of extzasive
coltivation it should be clearly
understood that in Madras provin-
ce, there was little or no waste
land available, which could be
brought immediately under oulti-
valion without irrigation, The
irrigated area under paddy bad, to
a little extent, iocreased due to
the facilities offered by the Irriga-
tion Department for more water,
For intensive cultivation, dry
lands did not offer much scopz as
the success of culiivation in these
lands depended upon iaiafall,
which was often uocertain and
precarions, particular'y in locali-
ties where this sort of cultivation
was most important, namely, the
Ceded Districts.

Low Yield and its Remedy

The averags yield of paddy in
Madras was estimated at 1200
Ibs. per acre, added the speaker,
This was low, compared with the
yields 1o other paddy growing
countrics. But the low yizld was
due to a number ef adverss fact-
ots which could not be easily re-
medied, The first among the ad-
verse factors was lack of sufficent
water supply. The second was
tbe present practice of aannual
lease, The landlord cared very
little beyond his anaval income
and was oot interested in the ime
provemen! of the land, The ten-
ant in loro was concernped only
with extracting as much from the
land as possible, with little or no
applicition of manure. Tha re-
sult was the deterioration of the
land, with a fall in its yielding
capacitys This evil could be re-
medied oanly if the minimum peri-
od of lease was exlended ani the
iandlord was made to pay a share
of expenditure on any improve-
ment effected on the land by the
tenant, All this did not, hows=
ever, appear to be possible without
necessary legis'ation. The oaly
thing that could be done was to
induce the cultivator to use bets.
ter seed aad adopt improved me-
thods of cultivation,,
cause was the vecessily for culti=

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

vating short duration varicties
which were by nature low yield-
ers. The cultivator was uafortu-
nately still in the habit of using a
high seed rate per acre, which re=-
sulted not only in waste of seeds,
but also in lower yield. One other
defect in the local method of cul-
tivation of paddy was raising nur-
series very thick and transplant-
ing the seedlings in bunches of
ten to twelve in each hole, The
best way of raising seedlings was
to sow 25 lbs. in a 10 cents plot
and transplant the seedlings 2-4
per hole at a distance of 4-10 in-
ches depending upon the soil ferti-
lity. In the case of fertile soil,
wider spacing was necessary and

in the case of poor iand, close
spacing was betters Mr, Reddi
then urged the need for proper

manuring of paddy fields and the
advantages of using iron ploughs
in the place of country made
wooden ploughs,

In conclusion, Mr. Rama Reddi
stated that, due to the intensive
propaganda of the Agricultural
Department and the increase of
area under paddy cultivation, the
yield of rice obtained in 1940-41
was about 6 lakhs of tons more
than normal, They had to make
up only half a lakb of ton, but im
ports received that year were more
than that quantity, The resulls
of 1941 42 were not yet knowa,
but crop forecasts showed that
there was a fall in area usder pad-
dy crop by a little over 2 per ceat,
but the yield expected was about
the same as last year, That wa-
to say, theic shortage was about
balf of a lakb of ton which was
more than counter-balanced by
the extra yield obtained from 3
lakbs of acres of dry land as ar «
sult of the decrease in area under
groundnut, Thus there would be
no shortage of food grains this
year,

Sir K. V. Reddi’'s Remarks

The President thanked the lec-
turer and stated that the various
facts and figures quot:d by the
lecturer showed the great work
that was being done by the Agri-
cultural Department. He referred
then to the Thungabadra Project
and added that millicos of acres
of land in Rayalaseema had still
to depend upon doubtful rains,
Upder such circumstances, one
would be tempted to ask why the
Government should not spend
soIme more mooey om those pro-
jects, When one thought of the
astronomical figures given in cou-
nection with War expenditure, it
looked as though the SGovernment
were not doing what wasessential,
Continuing Sir Kurma stated that
while he was Minister of Agricul-
ture in Madras about 20 years
ago, he had collected sowe figures
and found that about half cnna
was being spent in Madeas per
head, while in countries like Ame-
rica the figure was about five ru-
pees, Now it would have gone up
further in those countries, while
in India it was worse, The popu-
lation was inceeasing day by day
and unless the productica of
foodcrops was not increased by
about at least 20 per cent, starva.
tion might iocrea e. He boped
that the goverLment, the Depart.
ment and scientists would do
something in th's direction (o re-
lieve the suffering.

PURANAS: THEIR PLACE AS
RELIGIOUS SCRIPTURES

Continued from page 3

worshippers. The Purana consisis
of four sections. The frst section
is primarily the work of the Panca-
ratras. Here the deity is Narayana
The gifts made to the Paocaratra
Acharyas are said to be productive
of immense good, The study of the
Pancaratrs Samhitas and the ob-
gervance of the rules of the Panca-
ratras are reconimeded, next to the
Vedas, as the means of realising
Vishnu-Brahmwa. In this secfion
Siva, Brabma and Vishnu are said
to be not different from one another
but it 18 Narayana who is the high-
est God and all other Gods, includ-
ing Brahma and Siva, are said to be
born of Him. Rudra is made to ac-
knowledge the superiority of Nara-
yana, A distinction is made bet-
ween Narayana or Vishnu-Brahma
and the inferior Vishonu of the Tri-
nity. The latter is born of the
former and is incarnated oo esrth,
The first section was mainly direct-
ed against the antagonistic non-
Vedic Pasupata Saivas.

The second eecticn of the Purana
is meant for the Bhagavata Vaish-
pavas. The Bhagavatas are to be
hououred at the end of the worship
of Vishou; the pure Bhagavatas are
always to be visited and honoured
by the people.

The third section narrates the
story of Nachiketa and deals with
the wethod of Vishnu worship, In
the story of Nachiketa the narrator
1¢ more concerned with the descrip-
tion of heaven and hell than with
the philosophical ideas contained in
the ancient poew in the Kaths
Upanishad.

The contents of the fourth sec.
tion is stricily Saiva. It deals
with the origin and glorification of
Uttara Gokaroa and other  holy
places in Nepal which are sacred to
Siva. In spite of the Vishnuite
character of this Purana, it yet con-
tains a few legends relating to Sivs
asod Durga, The story of the birth
of Ganesha is given. It also deals
with Sraddbas, Drayachittas and
the erection of images of the Gods.
A considerable section is a Mathura-
Mahatmya. The date of this
Purana is assigned to a period not
later than the 12th century, A. D.

AUCTION SALE

17054 D, C. J.

Kandiah Thamby ef Vannarponnai

Hast FPlaintiff,
Vs.

Karthigasu Muttukumaru of Kan.
thermadam,» Jafina, legal representa-
tive of the estate of the late Vallii-
puram Sinnpathurai of do

Defendant,

PROPERTY

All that piece of land wilh ifs ap-
purtenances situated at Vaanarpon-
nal Hast, called Kanmaikkadu, in
extent of 11 V. C. with house, well,
and plantabions is bounded on the
Eas¢t by Road, North and West by the
property of Kanagammah wife of
Segnathirajah and South by the pro-
perty of Theivanaipillai wife of Rat-
nam,

[n terms of the Cemmission issued
to me by the Distriet Court of Jaffua,
in case No, 17054, D.C.]. 1 shall
gell the above properby by public
Auetion or Saturday the 2lst March
1942, ab about 4 p. m, at the spot.

N. KANDIAH
Commissioner

{Mis. 189, 23-2-43)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CEYLONESE IN
OCCUPIED-MALAYA

Sir,—~How the harrowiog . tales
of suffering among the civilian
population of occupied Malaya
originate is a baffling mystery, and
I crave your indulgence to expose
the falsity of a typical tale Lhat
went round Jaffna,

The story was that Mrs...... of
Colombo bad received a letter from
her sister X in Penang to the
effect that X and her children were
starving and that she had been des-
poiled of her jewellery and valuables,
by the Japanese, It was alleged
that the leiter was forwarded
through the International Red
Cross Bociety.

This tale reached a Jaffna lady
whose son-in-law was in Malays
and she became terribly enxious
about the safety of her son in-law.

Anxious relations of X and
others who had heard similar
stories of their kith and kin called
oo me as I bad left Malaya only
ten days before the Japanese
attack, and was known fo he =&
friend of the parties.

The Malayan War Relief Cum.
mittee, Vaddukoddai, deputed me
to visit Colombo, investigate the X
gtory, and make such represen-
tions a8 seemed necessary to the
suthorities.

I called on X’s
learned (as I
that she had
letter whatever and
ly ignorant of the supposed
fate of ber sister's family,
We would te inhuman if we were
vot anXious, but it iz sheer folly to
give ear to stories of the fype men-
tioned. I am separated from my
four chi'dren whom I left behind
in our Johore home, and mine is
| not unfeeling advice.

So far as it is possible to judge,
our people appear to be content to
remain where they are (in spite of
the inevitable bardships) and to pre-
fer remainiog in Malaya to facing
the dangers of a sea-voyage. The
official information is that there
have been no Ceylonese applications
for evacuation.

In epite of the adverse turn of af-
fairs, one cannot say when help
might become necessary for our
countrymen and sisters across the
water. DBul it is only proper that
we should have amp's resources at
our disposai fo give them adeqguate
help at the first available opportu-
niby.

It i3 needless for e to remind
the Tamils of this Island, especially
the people of Jaffna, of the mani.
fold benefits they have enjoyed and
are still enjnying as a result of our
people venturing out to Malaya, 1t
i hence our foremost duty to repay
this debt in an honourable and up-
grudging mapner, This we can
ooly do by liberal and prompt con-
tributions tc the Relief Fund, which
might be sent to the Treasurer, Mr.
A. S. K. Belvaduray, of ‘Vaie Vasa’
Vaddukoddai, or The Editor," " T'imes
of Ceylon,” Colombo.

I might add that a Committes is
in existence in Colombo for the
purposes of exploring the possibi-
lities of assisting our people in
Ma'aya snd such of them as might
reach Ceylon as evacuces This
Committee includes Mesars. G. G.
Poonambalam, M. 8. C, K. Kana-
garatna, Acting Auditor General,
and N. Nadarajah K. U. Once sgain
I appeal to my countrymen to kesy

sister, and
fully expected)
received no
was  ulfer-

ORDER NISI

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFENA
Testamentary Jurisdiction No. 943.
In the matter of the estate of the late

Kathirippiilai Eumaraish of Van-
narponnai East Decensed,
Ponnamma wilow of Kathirippillai
Kumaraiah of Vaonarponnai Fast
¥s. Petitioner,
1. Kathirippillai Kulandaivelu of
Vannarponnai East
Achchimutitu wife of Sinnappah
Vallipuram of do
Sinpappah Vallipuram of do
Murugar Vallipuram and wife
Sinnathangam of Tellippalai Hast
Respondents.
This matter coming on for dispeal
before C. Coomaraswamy Esquirs,
Distriot Judge of Jaffna on the 23rd
day of October 1940 in the pressmos
of Mr. V. 8. Somasuntharam Proctor
on the part of the Petitioner and the
affidavit of the Petitioner having besn
rend; It is ordered that the Petition-
er be declarad entitled to haye Let-
ters of Administration to the estabs
of the eaid intestate unless Respond-
ents shall appear before this Cofirt
on the 27th day of November 1940
and state objections or ehéw eause to
the conurary.
This 13th day of November 1340
(Sgd. C. Coomaraswamy,
District Judge,
Time to show cause extended “to
25th day of February 1943,
Intd- O. C.
DL
(0. 67. 19 & 23-2-42)

ORDER NISI
IN THE DISTRICE COURT
OF JAFFNA
Testamentary Jurisdiction No- 1118.
In the matter of the sstate of the
late P. J. Sinnsdurai of Suthue
malai late of Kuang F, M. S,
Deceaged.
Muttamma widow of Favilu Joha
Sinnedurai of Suthumalai
Vs.
S. Alsgendirarajah,
Poomalar davghter of Siuna-
duarai
3. S. Selvarajah
4, Ponmalar daughter of Sinna-

Petitioner.

9
&~

durai aud
5. Valuppillai Tampuflsll of Sce
thumalai Respondents-

This matter coming on for disposal
before C. Coomarasamy Esquire Dis-
trict Judge on the 3rd February 1942
in the presénce of Mr, E. Murugesam-
pillai Proctor and the affidavit of
the Petitioner having been read; I
i3 ordered that Letters of administra-
tion to the estate of the deceased be
granted to the Petitioner as his law-
ful widow and that the 5th respond-
eat be appointed guardian.ad-litem
over tha minors 1st to 4th respond-
ents for the purpose of protesting
their iuterest and of representing
them in these Testamentary proceed=
ings unless the respondents shall ap-
pear before this court on the 1ith
day of March 1949 and state objection
to the country,

The 3rd day of February 1943,
Sgd. C. Coomaraswamy
District Judge
(0. 68. 23 & 26-2-42)

NOTICE
AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS
SERVICE, JAFFNA
WANTED
Clerks and Telephonists for the
A. R. P. Communicatiors Sarvice.
Those with experience preferred.
Apply to the Officer-in-Charge, A,
R. P. Communicafions Servica, D. L.
T's Office, Jaffna.
A. J. R, Vethavanam
A. R. P. Coniroller
Jaffna, February 20, 1942,
(Mis- 190, 23-2-42)

=
cool, not o lend ears to misckievous
rutnours, and to support the Mala-
yan War Reliei Fund liberaily.
Yours ete.
C. CHELLiAH

Vaddukoddai,
17th February 1942.
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THE ELEMENTS OF SAIVA
: SIDDHANTAM

SIDDHIYAR—AN INTRODUCTION

( By a Science Graduate )
X. ‘Alavai’ (avenema) or Methods of Proof (Logic)

HTDE BTG &@F5 bl
quras Gurgas ely ge aaur

sama Guard efly o araw
QFspCs1@ Puay sar 11E G

saea sremut, goa Jpda
Qugin geupali, genal eTHT D

LR DS, BTG LoV 50555 RO
oa gy Buaps I H-wIRTw,

Six kinds of ‘Alavai’ (literally measure} or proof are mentioned
by some writers, to wit: (1) Kandal, Anubhavam or Pratiyaksham
(ariv &, &@YUD ao0 g JriPw+8), direct or sensuous parception
(2) Karutal, Yukti or Anumapam (s@sd, ys®@ Ssiadm ...gywrm-_'::).
inference, (3) Urai, Sruti or Agamam (a0, @& svey gsuwd),
revelation, (4) Abhavam or Inmai (s-raw #9905 Barew), negation
or non-existence, (5) Porul or Aruthapatti (dur@a géwe a@der
usP), deduction or presumption and (6) Oppu or Upamanam (s2y
#3®» euwrears), analogy or comparison. Others add four more
varieties: (7) Olipu or Parisesham (94q asaw wrfi@scs), residue,
(8 Unmai or Sambavam (eswmw as'mgj sieuaic), co-existense or
probability, (9) Aithikam (g#ss), tracition and (10) Iyalpu or
Sahasam (Quey 4 s #ssi), natuce Vet others there are who
increase the number further. Bat all taese can be comprised under
the three main divisions of Kandal, Karaial and Urai. These are
the three methods ordinarily known as Sruti, Yukti and Anubavam

(in inverse order).

Four stages are noticed in the process of acquiring the know-
ledge of anything, namely: Nirvikatpam (8gIsive) Aiyam (gua),
Tiriva (#fa) and Savikatpam (#afspob) which miy be ranslated as

ucdifferentiating, doubtful, erroneous and discriminative pet-
ception, respectively. Thus, when we sse a rope before
us, the first stage is the kaowledge that there s

something before us without cogn?aing what the [uoctions anjd
attributes of the object are or its species or nam>, the next stage is
to recognise some of these qualities, &2, and doubt what the thing
can be, the third stage consists in wrongly thinkiag that it is 2 snake

and the final stage is thz full comprehension of the objsct in all its
aspects and acrival at the right conclusion that it 15 a rope,
The first kind of prool (Kandal) is divided into four subdi-

visions. Th= first subdivision is termed [lodriya or Vayitkadchi
(38w ooz mrdp s 8) and is the bire sensory percep'ion of a
thing (Nirvikatpam) without reaching the stages Df. doubt, error or
discrimination. Next comes Manasakadchi (wrerssan®) or discri-
minatory perception (Savikatpam) where all the stages of non.
differentiation, doubt, error and  discrimination are colnpleted.
Then comes Thanvedanaikadchi (s&Capsleard &0_F) knowledge
by actual exp:ricace of pleasure and pain The fourth kind of
d.rect perception is called Yogakadchi (Cuirsfsri &) wbere the
spiritually advanced devotee has racourse to Yoga practice and
thus overcomes his Malabandham (wswé#s) and sees things distant
in time and place remaining where he is,

Apumanam is the inference of things not directly perceived f{rom
known data and is divided into iafcrence for onpesclf
and inference  for others. Tue terms Pakkam (wssz),
Hetu (@ g), &c, used in this mode of proof are b-?st tXp_!ained by an
example. Smoke is observed over the top of a hill and though we
do not actually see any fire tners (this being hidden by raok vege-
tarian, &c), we conclude that there must be fire as we had iovari-
ably observed fire and smoke as cause and cllect In  the
kitchen, while neither fire nor smoke was found ian the tank., Here
the bhill is the Pakkam or place where the thing to be proved lies,
the kitchen is the Sapakkam or analogous place whe e the thing in
question is already proved or knowa to exist and the tank is the
Vipakkam or place where the thing in question is known never
to exist. There are thus three kinds of Pakkam, the first two of
which are locations for affirmative proof while the last 1s used for
negative proof. The inference thit there must be fire because there
is smoke isthe Hetu ot reason. Tbis is known as Kariya Helu
(s7Pu @ ) or reasoning frow causal relation or succession. Two
other kinds of Hetu are mentioned: Anupalalthi, (apwesd @ z) and
Iyalpu or Sakasa Hetu, Anupalatthi is inference from non-existences
as when we infer the non-existence of dew from
the absence of cold. Sakasa H:tu or “natural cause is the 1o~
hereat power of a word where we gatber its meaning from ths con-
text as in the expressions ‘‘the  Tamil race” and “they rana
race” Inference for oneself is drawn ftrom these Pakkam
& Heta. / (T'o be Contsnued)

SPECIAL MEETING OF
JAFFNA U. C.

A Special Meeting of the Jaffna
Urban Counecil will be held at fthe
Office of the Counncil today.

Pursnant to notice Dr. V. S.
Ramanathan will move:—
i. “This Council do take im-

mediate steps to provide adequafe
Air Raid Shelters at all Pablic
Markets and other pullic places
where people congregate’

il. “This Council to vote a sum
of Rs, 5,000 for providing fire
fighting apparatus for any emer
gency."

iii, ‘“That this Council te pro-
vide a Retfail Rice Depot for the
employees of the Counacil,"”

iv. “That this Council do re
quest the Food Controller to give
relief to the Counecil’s labourers by
increasing the present ration to ab
least four measares of rice a week."

A.-R. P- SERVICE

The A. R P, Cootroller, Jsfna,
writesi.

There seems to be some mise
understanding among puopla with
regard to this service. This is
entirely voluntary and unpaid,
Oualy those wha wish to help their
country and their own people
should voluntesr for this service.
They will spend their leisure and
off time in training fer this work
and when trained will keep tham-
selves in readiness to bs called
during an emergency. It may be
necessary to keep a very few
ready all the time. These must be
people who have no other duly,
All shonld, however, bz eorclled,

No maa or woman shoulld miss
this opportunity to render service
to the country in some capacity
or anothers Qlder pzople cin join
the Wardens®' SBervice and youunger
psople the other services. Each
street or group of houses can bave
their own fire fighting party of
three, First Aid party of four,
and Rescue party of six. It is high
time people organised theaselves
for sell-help in their way,

RETIREMENT OF DR.
S. G. C. MILLS

Apublic meeting ol the resid-
euats of Valikamam West was held
on Wedpesdav th: I8 h February
at the Memorial English Schoal,
Manipay, with Mr €. Thiaga-
rajah, Chairman Village Com-
wittee and President Manipay
Sogial  Servic: Lesgu', in tbe
ehair, to c¢ nsider what steps
should be taken to publicly ack-
nowledge thz valu: of Dr. S G,
C. ills" 42 years’ services to the
Green Hospital,Manipay on his re-
tirem=nl at the end ol the month,
The Coairman and MiSam Sabe-
pathy, Proctor S. C., spoke on ths
value of the s=rvizes remiare by
Dre. Mills. A represzotative Com-
mittee with Mr. C, N, Devarajan
ag Becretary and Mr. M. Chelliab,
Retired Station Master, d4s Treas=
urer, was appoioled to make the
necessiry arrangemenls, (Cor.)

A-R- P- FIRST AID CLASSES

D¢ C. Bivasithamparam  will
coniuct First Aid classes at the
Jatfna Hindu College -commen=
cing from today at 3-43 p. m, The
classes will be hzld on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, Mem-
bers of the public who wish to
attend thase class:s are welcowe,

PUTTUR HEALTH
LEAGUE

FIFTH COMMITTEE
MEETING

(From a Correspondent)

Ab the fifth committee weeting
of the Puttur Health Leugue held
on Jannary 28, Miss M. P. Dore
presiding, the Government Dispen-
sary, Puttur, was selected as a first
aid post for A, R. P, work, Conse-
quent un a letter from the M, O. H.
the same day, it was decided to
cooduct two first aid classes for
males and females with the Apothe~
cary and Dr. (Miss) S, Thomas (of
the Training Centre) respectively
in charge. A letter was addressed to
the A, R. P. Controller asking for

spplication  forms  for wardens,
doctors aad people for first aid
duties. A rsply was received stating

that volunteers should be recruited
to be trained in the firsf instance.
Their employment wouald be decided
jater and conditions of employment
settled, In this connpection fthe
Joint Secretary later interviewed
the A, . E. Controller,

The inaugural meeting of the
First Aid Class, maioly confined
to teachers, was held on 16th Febru-
ary at the Government Dispensary,
with M, Ry Sivagarn, Vice-Presid.
ent of the League, inthe chair.
In respoose to the cieeular con-
vening the meeting, 37 teachers re-
gistered themselves. Seventeen heads
of schools were informed and the
areas covered were Neervell, Sirae
piddy, Puotfur, Avarangal, Atcha-
vely and Punnslaikaddavan. The
attendance totalled 54, thirteen
schaols being represented by 37
teachers, After the first lecture by
My, S. 3, Vadivale, it was desided
to hold classes four times s week
ab the Mission Tamil School. The
mecting [urther decided that the
details asked for im the Divisional
Inspector's Circzlar  to Heads of
Schools should be supplied through
the Health Lieague, .

Twenty-five teachers further join=
ed the classes, bringing the attend-
ance of teachers to 54 out of a pos-
sible 02, Twenty-two schools are
now participating. Further lectares
will be held on 24h February, 266h
February, 20d Mareh and 3rd March
and two public meetings on 5th
March and 9¢h Mareh respectively.

The Health Leagu= has tentative-
ly fixed Maroh 19, 20 and 21 for
u Health Exbibition at the V, C.
grounds. A Kitchen Garden Coms-
petitien is being pleoned as an
incentive to food production. Oanly
tapioca, sweet potatoes, gram and
oulons are encoursged, Ths con-
sideration of free squaatting plates
was postponed ab the fifth counymib-
tee meeting as no reply had yeb
been received from the Government.

WAR BONUS FOR
TEACHERS APPROVED

The Board of Ministers has ap-
proved the reconymendation of the
Exeeutive Committes of Education
that Assi ted School jeachers should
be ingluded in the schemie of war

bonuses, with elfect from January,
1942 :
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Continued from page 1
while all went on as the first
steps were taken in the making
of the next day’s newspaper.
the editor sharing his thoughts
with his colleagues and sug-
gesting a new line of enquiry
here and there. It was all
good team work,

“Hight pages, eight columns”
I1- heard the editor say,
and at half past six the men
got up and quietly left the
rooms Photographs of the
Huddersfield fire were spread
out on the editor’s desk and 1
saw him point with his finger
to two of them. ‘“‘Across three
columns, that” he said, “and
across two, that.s”” He then
put on his soft hat and over-
coat and went to the club
for dinner. The conference
had lasted just half an hour.

Of course that was only the
beginning of the nights work.
After dinner the editor would
come back and work well into
the night on ' the editorials
which over here are called
“leaders.”

1t’s a Conservative paper based
on a vast ianduslrial pepulation;
it is a grest commercial organ
and it is also read by a lot of
farmers, It has been described as
the most authoritative paper in
the country in its discussions of
Church of England policy. It has
always been true to the best
traditions of fair play, and like
the “Manchester Guardian”—that
great Liberal paper—it Fas never
lacked courage to face unpopulac-
ity if something bas bad to be
said that it felt ought to be =aid.
Warning in 1933

The *“Yoirkshire Post™ is very
popular just now because of its
stropg leading articles which—
under the editorship of Arthur H.
Mann—began way back in 1933
warning the publ.c about Hitler.
From #he very begiooing it hbas
opposed the policy of appease-
ment while most of the conserva-
tive press either supported that
policy or kept sileut, Oa the
question of Abys:inia, Bpain and
Germ- ny, it strongly criticised the
policy of the Government. Dut
it sicod alone amorng conservative
papers. Like Churchill it was a
lone still voice,

Although it brcught forth the
ire of the Conservative Executive,
the “Yorkshire Post” stuck to its
guns. It vigorou-ly defended its
right of free speech aund declared
in a column’ long leader thaé it
would continue fto exercize it
“The importance of Foreign
policy transcends cons:deritions
of par y” it said, and repeated its
condemnation of the policy of
capitulation to aggression, It
ended up by saying “We own, and
can own, no other allegiance than
that to our public and ihe iruth
as we see it.”

As | glanced up from the files
at the men wha were preparing
the pext day’s paper, ibie news
editor with his green eye shade,
the leader writer absorbed in his
. subject, Cuurchill’s
back to me and tock en an bis-
toric siguificance, acd let up the
present,

Democracy vs Fascism
On the 8th of December, 1938,
ol

this paper said ‘‘The issue in

words came.

HITLER

Europe today does not lie bet:
ween Fascism aod Communism
but between Totalitariacism and
Democracy. It isin the name of
of Democracy that Fascism must
b= resisted.” “Uhamberlain"’
it said, “has failed to appreciate
the strategic campaign of Hitler
He has allowed himself to be
manoeuvred into a disastrous pe-
sition, a position which Munich
merely placed publicly on re
cord, Thesafety of the realm,
democracy, tol rance and free-

dom iIs at stake,”

It advocated leadership of the
detnocracies, and teld them how
to do it “Great Britain® it saijd
“must show by word and deed
that she is ready to give such
leadership and there will be a
quickering and strengthening of
democratic spirit everywhere,”

That was in 1938 when all the
other Conservative papers were
either blindly {following Cham-
berlain or keeping silent, and
public opinion was growing un-
easy. This powerful Conserva-
tive papsr declaved that 1o keep
silent would be nothing less than
a latlore in patriotic duby.

Back through the dusty flesI
weat, the coal fire casting 18
glow on the edges of the shelves,
the table lamp throwing its circle
of light on the carp=t.

Listen to  this  July 2nd.
1866, “We declare oursslves
Coaservative and progre:sive—a
fee to democracy and revolution,
but a hirm friend of all consti u-
tional reform.”  But now  his
Conservalive paper which was ‘‘a
foe to democracy’ has become a
champion and leader of demo-
eracy, So you ses—greal Dew:-
papers do reflect movements of
public apirion, ]
Yorkshire Post’s Stand

Cno the 28th of November 1039,
the “Manchester Guardian™ io a
leading article said, "Soundness
in judgment, tepacity of purpose,
loyalty to principle; the courage
to be wuapopular—which - with
another sort of jourpalism is a
folly where it is oot a crime—ard
even to offend the party  if the
party was not right; tbese qual -
ues, which are the more precivus
lor being rare, have marksd the
columns of the Yorkshire Post
through the long coatroversy
about British foreign policy which
began with Mr, Chamberlain's
Premiership.  They tepresent
something deep in the charaster-
tstic North, tough, earnest, indi-
vidual. The country owes a debt

tor them to the cld *Yorkshire
Post."”|

H'm! “Tough, earpest, indi-
vidual” These words certainly

describe the Yorkshiremen who
constitute the boarl of the “York-
shire Post,” hcaded by the Hon.
Rupert Beckett.

The files of these old standing
papers, and the picturesque buili-
ings where these papers are made
may be bombed and destrayed by
Hitler's vandals, but our spirit
and the character it bas formed is
tovgh apd bowb-proof.

The “Yorkshire Post”, under its
present title and that of its
predecessor in name ‘The Ieeds
Intelligencer” can look bHack over
an umnterupted caresr of neatly
two bundred years. OQur free
newspapers are of the people,
The files are merely records of
their opinions, thoughts and do-
ings,  What they record is a

living thing, It goes on,
Newspapers exist for men; not
men for newspapers, and it is in
these men that I'm interested
when I visit a newspaper office
or look through its files.
Not Too Late
And ncw in conclusioa here’s
a small point that way be of in-

tersst fo you. It occured te me
when I bai left that warm,
bright firelit roon and was

passing under the arch of the
old courtyard into Albion Street
under the blacked-out windows
which overlook “Tie Butts"
where centuries ago archers drew
their bows. It was dark, I had to

grepe my way., The * Yorkshire
Post”” now compiles its own
blackout time tables once a

moanth for the use of its readers
The readers cut out these tables
and pin them up in their homes,
They indicate the times -when
windows and doors must be com-
pletely blacked out as part of the
public defence against raiding
barbarians. Preparing blackout
time tables—that's a function
your newspapers haven't needed
to perform yet.

Yes, we've been blind at times,
and we've made mistakes in our
foreign policy, but were learnming
from themm, When you arz Euy-
ing your twenty-fcur page papers
in the bright lights of North
America remember the joint debt
we owe to those who saw the
dapger early and acted. Thaok
God we weren't too late.

THE THIRUNELVELY OTTUMAI

NITHI

LTD.

BANKERS
INCORPORATED IN 1933.
Authorised Capital Rs. 500,000-00
25 (Cts a Share Monthly for 8o Months

will entitle for Rs.

25 and Dividend

STORES AND BANKING ARE PROFITABLE

OBJECTS:—

(1) To make Capital for Rich & Poor alike

(2) To provide Employment

3)

To revive possible indusiries

Encourage Evervthing National For there rests Our 3alvation
Loans granted on easy terms.
Deposits received on high rates of interest
FIXED AND ENDOWMENT DEFPOSITS
BAVING AND CURRENT DEPOSITS
Apply lor Shares etc to:

Y. 164 C, 1-11.41—31.10-42 (M)

V. SOMASUNDRAM,

Manager.

| SPECIAL-TRAK
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REDUCED_PRICES

72\4&{/

NEW SHIPMENT
JUST ARRIVED of excellent RANGOON TEAK
LLOGS, SCANTLINGS AND PLANKS

In various sizes.

A wvisit will convince you.
reduced prizes.

“POUND MARK?” Tiles.

Special

The King of Tiles. |

Kindiy inquire from users of Pound Mark tiles before |

purchasing elsewhere,

“QUALITY SPEAKS".

The

Tiles that have no rival in the Market.

Passages to Penang and Singapore.

Deck and |

other passages can be had from us at Colombo COST.

apply to,

|
‘! For dates of sailings and other particulars please
[

J Telephone No. 93.
(Y. 164 B. 11-8-41—10-8-42.)

S. Veeragathipillai & Sons,

Jaffna. ‘
o0 |

DENTAL MATERIALS
ARTIFIOIAL TEETH

[Q. 115; 23-1-42—22=4=42.]

BRITAIN DELIVERS THE GOODS! |
NEW SHIPMENTS ARRIVE........
OPTICAL FRAMES & LENSES |

| PLASTER CF PARIS RS. 1-50 PER LB.
| “DUREX"” CLINICAL THERMOMETERS |
| (GUARANTEED ACCURATE & DURABLE) |

| - PATHIRANA & SON,
\

RS. 2.56 EACH.

3rp CROBS 8T, JAFENA 1

‘|

T
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