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Blazing A New Trail For The Tamils

m— W

The Call Of The Army

------------------------

. A Correspondent

ar

Plight of the Wanni

IN ope of my wnotes I wrote
about the necessity for uti-

lising Indian labour to develop

Ceylon further and about fthe

colonisation of the Wanni, I

have since read the *Times of
Ceylon" which publishes two

letters from Mr. Freeman who,

gays almost the same thiag
My Freeman's views are en-

titled to great weight. He
knows the Wanni well, He
has lived there ever since he

retired- He has doné amd is

still doing willing service Go|

the poverty-stricken villagers
of the Wanni.
Mr. Freeman, vital irrigation
works in the dry zone are be-
ing held up for want of labour.
Trrigation oconfracts nowadays
contain a clause to the effect
that non-Ceylonese  labour
shall oot be employed except
with the permission oOf the
Government. The proviso is
useless in practice, as Mr
Freeman Bays, in remotbe
jungles. Very properly he
oalls the present DBoard of
Ministers the Wet Zone Gov-
ernment, its personnel being
derived from that part of the
island which needs no irriga-
tion works to keep it wets Thig
is bardly fair by Mr. Senana
yake whaose sympathy for the
people of the dry zone is well-
kpown, but it is evident that
the sympathy of the Board as
a body inclines more towards
Yiwets'. DBe this as it may, it
is quite clear to those who
know the facts that without
Indian labour the develop-
ment of the dry zone would
be impossible.  Mr. Free
man points out that Indian
labour 18 a'ready tlere
and there i3 no need to import
it: The Ministers have only
passed a self-denying ordinauce
oo the vicious principle that it
pays to cut off your own nose
to spite your face.

Tamils to the Front

T would be desirable if some-
one encouraged the enlist-
ment of Tamils in still greater
pumbers for military service,

According to)

either by joining the local de-
fence forces or any unit out-
side Ceylon. © The present war
has given us an excellent op-
portunity for aequiring mili-
tary experienge \We possess al-
ready a military tradition
which has been recognised
by the British Government.
But tradition without present
experience is useless, Our

young men who are complain-

ing of unemployment should
lose no time in volunteering
for military serviee. Nothing
is bo be gained by indulging in
mere balk about gelf-govern-
mwent and liberty onless we are
willing to sacrifice ourselves
in the ocause. The British
cause is also without doubt
the Tamil cause. By joining
the Army in any capacity,
either in Ceylon or elsewhers,
we shall be assisting Britain
aud at the same Gime sssisting
ourselves, HEven if we go as
mere camp-followers, it is
somebhing, © They also serve
who stand and wait. Now
we have no experience what-
ever of these things. 1 salate
the Tamil youth who have
already evlisted io the R. A.
5. C. and elsewhere as our
first batch of heroes- They
are blazing a new trail for the
Tamils, and their example is
one that should inspire and
encourage others who are in
a position to emulate it

Ayurvedic Medicine

am nof sure we are giving

the Ayurvedic physicians the
gncouragement they deserve.
[ know the nationalists of our
own community are very keen
on Ayurvedic wedicine. In
addition to the usual argument
that Ayurvedic medicine is
very eflicacious, 1 shonld like
to point oub that the Hindus
in particular onught to en-
courage Ayurvedic physicians
prescribing purely vegetable
drugs. 1t should be the special
daty of those who profess the
Saiva faith to promote this
aspect of Ayurvedic Medicine
so that the science of Ayur-
veda might also subserve the
cause of religion. Scientists
and plysicians should be en-
couraged to discover- purely

vegetable drogs for the cure
and prevention of human
disease, Owing to the war,
there is likely to be a shortage
of Western medicine. Here is
an opportunity which we. in
Ceylon should not miss.

Indo-Ceylon Problem

BGARDING the Indo-Cey-
lon problem, I have a fur-
ther point to make. The Cey-
lon Tamils are criticised by
some of the Sinhalese leaders
for supporting the demands of
the local Indian community.
The Ceylon Tamils are doing
this because they [eel that the
demaunds of the local Indians are
just and lair. 1t is unfair to
attribute motives to the Ueylon
Tamils and say they are sup-
porting the Indiansin order to
harm blve Sinhalese or merely
o strengthen their own politi-
cal position. When the Cey-
lon Tamils stood by the Sinha-
lese during the dark days of
1915, they did 8o, not oub of
gelfish motives, but because
they sympathised with the Sin-
halese and because they felt
that the Sinbalese had suffered
the extreme rigours of martial
law. At that time the Ceylon
Tamils befriended both the
Muslims and the Sinhalese and
disapproved ol the excesses
committed on the Sinhalese
during the regime of martial
law even as they disapproved
of the excesses committed by
irresponsible Sinhalese on pea-
ceful Muslims. In those days
the Ceylon Tamils were prais-
ed. Nobody attributed motives
to uns. Bimilarly, when we
were leading the movement for
pohtical reforms. onr Sinhalese
Iriends did not attribute mo-
tives o us, but they praised us.
Now, however, waoen they have
virtually established a Sinha-
lese Government over Ceylon
and when we waob to substitute
for it a Ceylonese National
Government, which was opce
the eommon ideal of both Sin-
halese and T'amils, we are call-
ed names and motives are af-
tributed. It should be noted
that the Ceylon Tamils hAve a
mind of their own and are pre-
pared to do their best for the
advancement of public inter-

ests regardless or the frowns of
others, be these British, Sinha~
lese, or political leaders from
India,

Tamil Loyalty

THE loyalty of the Ceylon

Tamils to British ideals and
the British people has been al-
ways keen. The outbreak of
the present war found the In-
dian National Congress in op-
position to Britain in her war
efforts and following a poliey
of non-co-operation. The Sin-
halese Board of Ministers in
Ceylon was also lukewarm in
its support. One of the Migi=
sters, Mr. 8. W. R D, Ban& -
ranaike, openly preached Hon-
eo-operation with the British
war effort. The Ceylon Tamils
did not blindly follow either
the Indian Congress leaders or
the local Sinhalese politicians:
With all their respect for Ma-
hatma Gandhi and other Tndi-
an Congress leaders the Ceylon
Tamils did not follow in their
footsteps: We co-operated
with Britain and we are still
co-operating in all the ways
open to uss Indian politicians
who come here for a short stay
sometimes go out of their way
toadvise Ceylon Tamils re-
garding our own political de-
mands in particalar and Cey-
lon affairs in general. They
please their Singhalese hosts
but the harm done is inoalon-
lable-" These leaders have
made a mess of their own
affairs in India and they are
still unable to get them right.
They may well leave loaal poli-
tical problems to us and con-
fine themselves to the position
of Indians in Ceylon. 1 am
having in mind people like Mr.
Satyamurthi talking disparag-
iogly of the principle of ba-
lance of power and safeguards
for minorities. FEven Mr.
Nehru i no better, He has
nob yet bronght salvation to
India and 1 doubt whether his
efforts for the enlightenment
of the Ueylon Tamils have dons
any good. The Tamils of Cey-
lon are always prepared to
take «the experience of other
countries into account in shap:
ing their policy bat they
gannot afford te allow them-
selves to be entircly guided by,

such experiences mud by the\

utterances of well-meaning
visitors from India
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A SERIOUS PROBLEM

———

IN THE OOURSE OF A RECENT
gpeech Mr. D. 8. Senanayake
reminded his audience of the
fact that, out of 35 lakhs of
acres of land undey cultivation
in Ceylon, twenty lakhs wera
awned by foreigzois. Of the
remaining 15 lakhs owned by
the people of the island, ten
lakhs of acres were under
mortgage to others, leaving on-
ly five Iakhs of acres in
Ceylonese hands. Mr. Séna-
nayake explained that he had
to select Minneriya and Polon-
parawa for his schemes of de-
velopment because there was
no land available for develop-
ment in the wet zone. Land-
lessness, poverty and starva.
tion, he said, were the lot of
the common people of Ceylon
now. In spite of education,
the majority of our young men
were unemployed, and the
twade of the island was abso-
lutely in the hands of foreign-
ers. 'The picture i8 certainly
not over-drawno and there isa
good deal of truth in it, but it
would be as well to examine
all its implications, because
these are very often ignored by
us in our anxiety to better our
condition, There cannot be
the slightest doubt that a
country whose indigenous
population owns only one-
seventh of the land under cunl-
tivation is in & bad way indeed.
What is the reason?

As n matter of fact, there
are many reasons why the
peeple of Ceylon should find
themselves in their present
position. Of the twenty lakhs
of acres said to be owned by
foreigners, almost the whole
aren is jungle converted by
foreign enterprise into tea and
rubber estates. Could we bave
done it ourselves? Could we
have found the capital and the
labour needed for an enter-
prise so vast aod hazardous?
There was malaria in these
tracts that are now smiling
tea-gardens and rubber estates.
Would our village population
have faced this danger without
flinching and survived the ex-
perience? Let us remember that
the hill country can never
raise the crops we have
been accustomed fo cultivate.
Much as one regrets that
foreign enterprise was needed
to develop the plantation in-
dustry in this island, it ig also
the plain trath bthat this
industry could pot have been
developed and brought to its
commanding position in the
economy of the island without
the knowledge, experience and
grit which foreign pioneers

brought to bear on their under-
takivg. KEven at the present
moment, Ceylonese ownership
of estates has by no means pro-
ved to be an unqualified suc-
cess. It would be interesting
to koow what percentage of
Ceylonese Estates are being
managed by Colombo firms be-
cause the owners themselves
are unable to do so with profit?
Under these circumstances,
the only sane coorse is to look
apon property in the hands of
foreigners as one of the assets
of the State—just as much an
asset as any other—and to see
that its profits contribute a fair
share towards the revenue. It
is too late to effect a revolu-
hicmary change in the owner-
ghip of these lands, for the sim-
ple reason that the laws that
prevailed at the time guaran-
teed the sanctity of that own-
ership, and it would be the
height of unwisdom for persons
placed in positions of responsi-
bility to toy with the idea of
expropriation and nationalisa-
tion which are often dangled
before our eyes by hare~brain-
ed psendo-economists as the
only remedy for our ills. We
must keep faith with those who
have entered ioto possession of
land and developed it: As we
have said, the plantation in-
dustry, when the maltter is pro-
perly considered, is a valuable
asset of the State and it must
submit to taxation in the in=
terests of the State. We know,
however, what happens in the
State Council whose members,
including Mr. Senanayake and
his colleagues, recently voted
in favour of exempting tea and
rubber from the excess profits
tax for no other reason than
that this was the best -way to
get the Huoropean representa-
tive# in Council to agree to the
same considerate treatment be-
ing meted out to plumbago. Tt
was really a conspiracy on the
part of big business and politici-
ans to keep themselves out of
barm's way and tax the others,
and it is one which no cem-
munity in the island can con-
template with equanimity. Af-
ter this miserable exhibition
of weakness in the State
Couneil, Mr. Senanayake
means really nothing when he
refers to vast extents of land
owned by foreigners. Are we
to understand that the subject
of foreign ownership is reserved
for purposes of propaganda
and oot for taxation ¢

Then, Mr. Senanayake com-
plains that ten lakhs of aores
owned by Ceylonese are under
mortgage. If this is so, who
is to blame? Every mortgage
represents money borrowed,
and what are we to think of
prosperous estate-owners who
are too improvident to keep
their Jands without mortgaging
them ? 1t seems to us that if
a mortgage becomes a grievance
at any time, the party aggriev-
ed is the mortgages. The
morbgagor who mortgages his
land without any thought for
the fofure is not entitled to
look to the State for sympathy

or help.

Pioneer of Freedom
IT is pleasant to koow that Bengal
has nob [orgotten that redoubtable
pioneer of freedom, the late Sir
Surendranath Bannerjes. Tha other
day, in the presence of a large gather-
ing, Bir Tej Babadur Sapru unveiled
a statue of tha graat Indian in bronze,
It is curious that Curmon Park should
have been seleated for the slatue.
Surendranath Bannerjes's greatest of
il political fights was against the

the partition of Bengal by Lord
Ourzon. Bannerjee succoeded in
getting the partition  annudlled,

“Burendranath bas left to us", ob-
gerved Sir Tej PBabadur Sapru, “a
very rich legacy of noble example of
life lived in the service of the eoun:
try. a life of sacrifice, & life which
made no distinction betwesn one
gecfion of the population and ano-
ther, This is the lesson which we
can today draw from his 1ife",

What a Contrast

THE confrast bebweéen Surendra-
nath Bannerjes and the politi-
cian of today is striking indead. Ban-
nerjee worked for an India free and
united, Mr. Jionah who reached
front rank undar Banuosrjee's banner
has broken away from this ideal and
1s trying fo perpetrate a greaber poli«
tical wroag in the shape of Pakistan
than lord Qurzon ever dreamb of,

Indo-Ceylon Talks

THE Indo-Ceylon talks could not

have been resumed uonder less fa-
vourable nuspices. The Burma agree-
ment has made everyone suspicious,
and the charge is being made tha. high
authority has selected Bir Giria
Bhankar Bajpai for the mission on
the principe that it is always better
to get an Indian to perferm a dis-
agreeable task. The ‘Amrita Bazar
Patrika” proceeds to aski ““And
after having performed it sad heen
subjected to bitter oriticism for if,
would it nob have besn far wiser for
him if he had desisted in his own in-
terest from leading the dalegation to
Ceylon? Bir Girja could well have
left over these negobiations fo his
successor, Mr, Aney, who would ab
least bring a fresh mind snd out
look on the subject, instead of pro-
eseding to Ceylon so hastily.” [f Sir
Girja came to Ceylon in hasbe, his
refurn to [ndia seems to bs equally
expedibious,

Incomprehensible

COL. Josiah Wedgewood, writing

in the “Btar"”, deplares the contin—
ced failure of the British Government
to develop Empire regeurcss in men
and materinl. He says that there is
not yet in all India, for its mil-
lions of intelligent workers, one sin-
gle internal combustion engine eifher
being madé or conmtemplated, “All
Europe is making them for Hitler,
but we do nob let an even larger po-
pulation start the work for us, bes
cause, 1 suppose; of what may happen
after the war is won'. This feeling
is not confined to Colonel Wedge-
wood. Throughout the Hmpire peo.
ple feel that, in the inferests of post-
war in lustry, influences are at work
to prevent cerfain parts of the British
LEmpire [rom making the r contribu
tion to the fiotal industrial produ_tion
needed for winning the war., The
policy is extremely shortsighted: It
shows that there are persons who still
slin! to the old belief in excessive in-
dustrislisation and a bloated standard
of living. The war is going to change
all this, It would be belter to begin
early and win the war, instead of tey-
ing very much in advance to saddle
the future with the Iiabilities of the

past.

Noter & Commenta

Ceyvlon’s Defence
ACCORDING to Dr, E. M, V, Na-
ganathan, writiog in the "“Times
of Ceylon", Ceylon's defence policy
oan be summarised as follows: Firatly,
big ships and big planes to keep ths
ocern lanes open, and secondly, small
ships and small plames for the main-
tenance and protection of our own
home supplies from Ipdis. “With
our all-important supplies from India
seours, and our communicibions with
India kept open, we would be able to
defend the shores of COsylon sgainst
all eomers with the aid ef Indian man-
power and military supplies.” Dr.
Naganathan has omitted one precau-
tion: does Mr Bandarapaike approve?
No More Destructive Weapons!
A World Conference en Science
and World Order will be opened
&t the Royal luostitute, London, on
September 26. Explaining the ob-
jects of the (onfevence, Sir Richard
Gregory, President of the British Ase
pociation, =aid that socience counld be
used for good or evil and the time
has arrived when scientists should da-
.ermine how their work should bene-
fit, notinjure, humanity, The main
theme of the Conference wonld be the
use of science for constructive, nob
destructives purposes. They hoped
to devise a Charter to which all scien-
tists conld subscribe and reach deci-
sions that would keep science from
the bands of gangsters, who used it
to wreck society, Invitations have
been send out all over the world,
Russians, Americans, French,German
and Austrian scientists,it is said,would
attend the Conference, but some, inclu-
ding Igdians would oot be able to at-
tend, owing to difficulties of transport,
The omission of Japanese scientists,

particularly, does not augur wsll for
the purpose of the Conference. The ab-
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sence of Indian Scientists will not
make any difference. 1t is nevertha-
less heartening to be told that
scienbists of countries who are now
engaged in & mortal combat will put
their heads together to deprive ware
mongers of the weaponi of destruc-
tion, Though we are not certain
that Science has reached its limit in
the invention of destructive weapons,
we ate afraid those slready invented
would suffice to perpetrate desbrue-
bion for ages to come. Sciencs by
itself is not a destructive agent, [f
a change of hearb could take place in
the rulers of nations, scientlsts need
not warry themselves about their in.
ventions, It is not soience but map,
as he is today, is the most dastardly
destroyer of man. It is well that
scientigts decide nof to euncolrage
any more destructive inventions-

The Hindu University

THE Chancellor of the Benares

Hindu University has appealed
for funds. Thisis a matter which
demands the mupport of Hindus
wherever they are found- The Hin-
dus of Ceylon ecan do something, if
oot much. It is no answer to
say that the Hindu College,
tihe Hindu Board of Edu-
cation and other Hindu organisa-
ations which are doing excellent
work for the Hindus of Jafina ars
themselves in need of funds, The
Benares Hindu Univarsity stands in
# Unigue position and dessrvem the
support of all Hindus,
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Hints About University For Ceylon

Y. Academic Freedom

LL our Indian Universities have

Indian Vice-Chancellors. Burma
haw gone a step further and has not
only a Burman Vice-Chancellor but
algo 8 Burman Chancellor. I hope
Ceylon will not fall behind Burma
in thiz matter, The Chaancellor is a
figare-head, no doubt, But now
that you are taking steps fo achieve
Home Rule for Ceylon, why not
achieve Bwars) in higher education
first, Cultural -emancipation may
pave the way for national emancipa-
tion, A representative Ceylonese,
who has a worthy record of public
gervice should be the Chancellor of
the Uaniversity of Ceylon. Sir Ba-
ron Jayatilaka or Bir Wytilingam
Duraiswami or & leading Muslim or
Duteh Burgher can very well fill the
post, As for your Vice-Chancellor,
he should be a profound scholar of
international repute. You will be
extreinely fortunate if you can geb
Dr, Ananda Coomaraswami to be
your first Vice-Chapcellor. His
published works on Medieval Sin-
halese Art, Indian and Indonisan
Art and w0 on, coupled with his
Doctorate in Science and profound
knowledge of Eastern philosophy
will give inspiration to undergradua-
tes in many branches of study, If
you caunot secure him, youn had
better try the next best, a scholar
from Iodia. As I stated in one
of my previous articles a
profound echolar in Oriental lote
with an international reputation
may secure endowments and will
also raise tha preatige of the Uni-
versity., Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya as Vice-Chancellor for a
pumber of years since fhe tims of

its inception has secured crores of
endowments for the Benares Hindn
University. Now his mantle has
fallen on the worthy shoulders of
Sir 8, Radhakrishnan,

L ] L -

AS for the teachers of the Univer-

sity, you should get the best
men available for the salary you are
prepared to offer, not making any
reservalion as to priest or layman,
brown-skinned or white-skioned,
indigenons or foreign. The Uni-
versity should be a means for break-
ing off your insularity and putting
you into direct touch with the nd-
joining countries. “Taking cogai-
zance of your cultural needs, I
would suggest that you establish
close co-operation with Madras,
Benares, Calcotta and Rangoon,
especially Benares. Benares is the
home of Sanskrit study for all India
and Sarnath, so dear to Buddhist
culture, i8 in the vicinity of the
Beunares University, The Univer-
aity of Ceylon can draw & lot of
inspiration from Beovares on the
modern  side of technology also.
Benares and Calcutta ate the two
places to which you can send your
graduates for post-graduate studies.

* * »

TH'E}RE is good deal being talked

about the question of Acade-
mic freedons. It might be profita-
ble to inquire into the limitations
of that freedam.  The State is res-
pousible for all national activities
including higher education, You
cannotb create another wholly suto-
nomeus bédy within  the State,
another bady which will bave the

power 10 over-ride the policy of the
Biate, Again, ns higher edueation
is & master for specinlmts; it shonld
not be placed in s position where
khe politigian can
The anaual graot to the University
should be statalory and should not
be brought up in the Budget de-
bate. The Ac¢t or Ordinsnce in-
corporating the university should
lay down the culline of the policy
and tha University Aunthorities
created by the Aci or Ordinsoce
shonld have fall liberty to work out
the details. If io course of fime
the public finds that cerfain allera-
tions need be effected in the charter
of incorporation, it is open to the
public to move for an amending Act
or Ordinance, 'The respounsibility
of the representatives of the people
is very greal, espesially at the be«
ginning.
- T [ ]

IN a previous aclicle I mentioned

about Intarmediate classes being
entrusted to the Collegiate Bchools,
If I remember wall, the Sadler
Commission made & similar recom-
mandation fo the Calcutta Univer-
sity, The measure, as I pointed
out, will be excellent for Ceylon, for
you happen to possess elficient Col-

legiate Schools with  established
fraditions, The College Depart-
mments in such schoote wonld, of

course, be under tha control of the
universibty, The Principals will
have representation in the univer-
sity bodies, Yuu have fo keep open
the membership 1o the Boavds of
Studies und Boards of Hsamina-
fions, at any rate 1o the beginning,
to scholare residemt outside the
Island. You shonld get all the
help which Madras is prepared bo
give you. You may alsc get dis.
tinganished scholars from abroad,

taper with it 1

; SwamiVipulananda

South Africa, Ausfralis, and the
Philippines as well ag India, Boroa
snd Persia, to deliver courses of
gpecial lectures, Yon may at the
outseb get Sir 8, Radhakrishnan or
Prof. Benoy Kumar Barkar of the
Caloutta University to deliver »a
conrse of lectares on ‘'University
Ideals’ and give you a lead in
organizing the proposed university.
Both tHese gentlemen are greab edn-
cationists and have lectured before
university audiences in many parts
of the world,

. » Ca
IN a previons article, I have already

drawn your sbtention to the
claims of the mother-tungne, By
Statule you must make it compnl
gory for Sinhalese and Tamil
students to take at least one paper
in the Language and Litecature
section of thewr wmother tongue.
There shounld not be any alteroative
or loophole to evade the requirement,
In choosing the nniversity teachery
for Sinhslesa and Tamil you
should attach more importance to
gound scholarship, published works
and established reputation thano to
the possession of & university
degres. You should get the man,
who caun ‘hold the job) Madras
Univeesity honoured ifiself by eon-
fetring the degree of Duoector of
Literature, honoris causs, on our
veteren Tamil scholar Pandite U7, V.
Swaminatha Iyer—wha does nok
know a word of Euglish. His
students fake more pride in men-

Contitiued on page 5

Need For Indian Labour In Wanni

I

NOW that the country is so flood-

ed with politics that vital eco-
nomics canpob even geta hearing,
the unhappy state of especially, the
Northern and North-Central Wan-
nis compels atfention.

The' dry zones of Ceylon main-
land vp to Elephant Pass are all in
jungle and only made habitable for
setiled village life by ariificial irriga-
fion which is carried om through
village “tanks" (of the kind des-
cribed in John S8till's "Jaogle
Tide"), and the bigger government
skorage reservoirs,

Population in the dry zones being
sparse and always subject to
malaria, and the villagers baving
theic own bands full in the culti-
vation of their fields and chenas,
the dry zones iu the past relied
greatly on npon-ipdigenous labour
for cartying out much of the irriga
tion work, whether under contrac-
tors or Government; and in the
Northern Wanni  villagers got
maiatensnce earth-work oo their
tanks done by Indian ‘“otfars'—
expert earth-workers,

But owing toa failore to under-
stand the needs of the dry zones
the wet zone Government, respon-
sible for all legislation and policy
has totally banned noun-indigenous
labour throughout the Island, with
the result that ns contractors can
ged labour enough to cairy aut

Mr. Freeman Says Position Serious

In the following letters to the ‘“Times of
Ceylon” Mr. H. R. Freeman emphasises
the need for Indian labour in the Wanni.

works in the Wannis; nor is any
except Ceylonese labour admissible
for Government checkroll works,

With the north-east rains ap-
proaching next month the serioms-
ness of this ban on availab'e labour
must be realized and given effect
to; in the dry zones these works
are the life of the jungle people;
earth-wotk partly done and held up
by the ban now liable to be washed
away by the coming rams  \Vhat
is urgently needed is to allow the
lagineers in charge to take on any
kind of efficient labour fdund avail-
able; it is not a question of import-
ing labour from outside; thers is
lsbour available i the Wannis
which has been turned off from
contiactors under the ban; it is not
8 question of Engineers; Ceylon
engages splendid Iogineess from
Indis, but on Indian labour in the
country it imposes a ban,

This staternent of the pressing
case for consideration for the dey
zones is not concerned with the two
large consfraction works, namely
tbe Angamedills snicut and connec-

ted works and fhe Hlaghera Canal

works; what labour force is employ-
ed there i# not at the moment
known,

But on the smaller concerns, with
the war likely to spread and a ""Food
Drive"” pretending to be in  progress,
what is to be said for this Embargo?
The Wannis are shouting foe all
available labour to be takea on.

I

HI process by which Ceylon is
holding up its wital irrigation
works in the dry zones is that
koown as “cutting off your nose to
spite your face."

The Binhaleae  Gavernment,
totally ignorant of conditions in the
dry zones (Mimisters and most of
their supporters being from the web
gone), got & clause inserled in ®all
irrigation contracts to employ only
Ceylonese labour, with [liability to
cancellation in default Unlortu-
nately, the'Treasury agreed to this,
The embargo started in April 1940,
It tock a little titne before the bad
results became known; contractors
did their best, but when the time
limit was reached contractors found

they had no sufficient labour and
cancellation followed, The Irriga-
tion Deparfment, for the sams rea-
gon, found it could not get suitabls
labour on check-roll scconnt, Thus
Ceylonese labour proved top ex-
pensive, the cost being much more
than in the days (before this "isa-
lationist” policy) when there was
an open market for lsbour. The
result is that thronghout the dry
zones the turn-cut on works is
wuch poorer and sll works are at
a sort of half-cock; things are bound
to become worse and the inhabi-
tants of the dry zones, where living
is ab its bardest, ave the snffarers;

The only possible remedy is to
cancel unconditionally the extra
clause banming all lasbonr except
Ceylonesa.

1§ is true there iz a condition in
the contracts as follows:—''Pro-
vided that in exceptional circnms-
bances, the LKugineer......may per.
mit the Contractor o employ non-
Ceylonese labourers with previons
approval in writing and coneur
rence of the Treasury, The em-
ployment of non.Ceylonese labour
without saeh approval in writing
and concutrence is forbidden."
Eyerybody who knows anything
about goverament business knowa
that such a qualification is, in
practice, wholly ~ unworkable—
notably in remote jungles, The

name for it is Red Tape, of the

ruddiest hue. \
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Tamil Demand for Balance of Power

THE contributed article ou “Thé

Tamil demand for balance of
power“ appearing on the front
page of the "Hindu Organ" of 8
September 1941 makes an inter-
esting and even plausible case.
The conjecture may not be wide
of the mark that th=s authorship of
the article is almest peeping Dbet:
ween the lines, Be that as it may,
it may be adwitted, plausible
though the case may appear under
given conditions, that it will not
pass muster in the light of proven
principles and constitutional prac-
tice, One should indeed grant
that the uncompromising attitude
of the Tamils first and foremost
and of other minorities in Ceylon
is a buman, nalural reaction to
the equal'y ungompromizing and
highly unprincipled attitude of the
Sinbalese “leaders” to the question
of constitutional referins after the
windfall of the mischievou; Don-
oughmore Uonstitation, The posi-
tion consequent on the Manning

wealth of British peoples? Or do
they wish and want the inferior
position of seeing their affairs
conducted and controlled by a
third party? The ricial paranoia
of the Binbalese has found an
echo in a similar distemper of
the Jaffna, nay Ceylon Tamils.
The Jaffoa Tamils who have been
the pioneers of political relorm,
who' cultivated the nursery of
naccent natiopalism—would they
wreck their own haodiwark for
the achievement of the ideal out
of a pique for the real, or ima-
gined, smalluess and pettiness oi
the majority comwunity leaders?
The leaders of a race of people
at a stage are not greater than the
people themselves or the funda
mental issues involved, Any
tactless leader or leaders of a race

CUonstilution was not so pronoun-
ged, for the various commun_ii_ries
were led by men of larger vision
and greater tact. DBetter leaders

and happier days; smaller men in|pilots,

affliction

the seat of power ard
from

of all -kinds, Apart
communal revelries and oarrow-
ness of outlook of “leaders",
there cantob;, and shauld not, b:
any getling away from well-warn
political wrinciples and praclices.
What are they? If Mill and
Bryce could speak from their
gravesand if rational - people
wo®ld s ek the guidance of men
like Beridale Keith and Prof,
Laski, they would lay down ths
principle of pro-rata and. checks
and they would admonish (he
majority and minority to proceed
riot on the basis of Communalism
but oa Lhe sure foundation of in-
terests and party politics, ].".ﬁl't}'
politics may not be easily feasible
in a subj:ct couantry, lor the fres
mulation of pelicies 1s subject to
the overriding and revisionary
pawers of the t ird party, the
alien sovereign power. Io no
subject country in the world bas
parly politics evolved, for the
maioproblem is bow wmuch ol
fieedom can be coaxed out of the
brooding incubus, ln India the
geeming party diviston «f Con-
gress versus non-Congre s i3 pre-
occupied more with th- problem
of gaining more rights f.om the
powilling hands of iaperialist
ruleig than with any busine:s of
party government. The impenal-
ist position as adumbrated in the
of Mr.

latest pronouncement _
Churchill in the courze of bis
gpeech 1o reviewing the war

situation leaves no doubt that (he
Britisher is more ready to con-
cede freedom and indep nden e
to others thaa to the races who

own allegiance to the Biitish
Crown, whose fat= and ; lor-
tunes he and Lis national,

would shape aud control ta the
end of time or at the e.dliest
when Le and his count yuen are
inclined Lo 15:ue the coruficals o
fitness,

The Keal Question

T

HE position resolves itself into
the guestion: Do the races ol
Ceylon want to enjoy a full
measure ol * respousible,  Sell

- ‘Gaveratent, it may be, upder
British  superyizion and within

thyemptingly pbrased Common-

who are on the stage, are not
going to be there for ever, The
inherent good sense of the people
will reasserd itsell and drep their
If the Tawouls and other
minorities would waat to pre-
serve the subject aod swbordi-
pate, not to Eeay abject position
of the races of people of Cey-
lon, then they may very well
#ct and continue to act on the
lines they have adopted, But there
15 & warniag 1o be sounded to the
Jaffna Tamls, They may be leit
midstream by those Indians and
Mu lims and others on whom
they lound hopes, It would be
well and good and of abiding
valus if the Jaffna Tamils could
persuade a fair percentage at least
ol the Indian Tawils who sap and
tap the wealth of the country, even
the Northern Province, to colonize
the Wannis of the N. P, N €. P.
and E. P. and mix and marry
among ghem, Foara longer time
than one may care to remember
Indian Tamils have come, made
money but bow many of them
have settled down in any part of
Jeylon and added to the strength
of the permaneat Tamils? Will
the Muslims make commoa cause
with the Jaffna Tamils? The lea.
ding Maslim, Sir Murcan, has of
ten expressed a readiness to pul
with the Sinhalese, They as a
community have recently pro-
claimed not Tamil but Arabic as
their mother tongue, though that
claim way look rath r odde The
Burghers may politically straddle
the ditch for the nonce and thus
appear to take sides with the
Tawils, Haye they not more in
common with the Sinhalesz than
with the Ceylon Tamils? Wil
they be so unwise as fo act in any
maunacr prejudicial to the basic

conditions of life and activity?
The DBurgher leaders of the
day may be under a pas
stng  pose. Bub  have the

Tamils of Ceylon analys=d their
grain? Canp they recall apny ioci-
dent in the past when the But-
gher Comwunity relused to take
their starid by the Sinhalese and
lused their problems with those of
minorities? As for the Europeans,
their bolding the scales even may
smack of the story of the cuts
sceking the arbitration of tbe
moakey to equally divide a piece
of cheese, Let there be no s
understanding,” The iodividoul

European is a nice and natty per-
son wishiog well of all, But in

Politics and Paranoia

the aggregate he has, as the illus-
trious Tagore put it, '‘the dispo~
sition of 2 mechanism to behave
and act in conformity to the
principles of an abstraction, call-
ed nationalism and national in-
terest.” The divisions in a sub.
ject country are certainly not
going to be healed by anyone
guise of holding the balance in
superficial matters so  that the
fundamental may be managable
to 2 set patterns Pupdit Jawa-
barlal Nebhru who is a lover ol
the Eaglich people apd who is
often described by the English-
men in India agan "Englishman"
in his make-up and approach to
serious problems of life, bas set it
down as his considered opinion
out of deep study and observa-
tion that the average Englishman
in th¢ Colonial Empire, official
or non-official, acts to a certain
formula in public affairs and
to a different tuse in other
matters. The grear Wehru imay
be a soper-nationalist; but who
can doubt his candour snd know-
ledge of men and affaies ?

A Question of Prudence

N the light of larger knowledge
and of the fundameatsl stake
tn the game, is it prudent for the
Jaffaa, nay Ceylon Tamils, to
adopt an attitude incompatible
with well recognised political
practice and procedure? If the

Sinhalese leaders ars wrong,
wrong undoubtedly as they are; is
it right for the Tamils to adopt
# pose ol vengeance and throw
principles to the winds? The
deit manipulation of population
statistics will not deceive long
The consis.ent good sense of the
Tamils in the face of aoy Sinha-
lese racial paranoia will ere long
and in all certainty make them,
the Sinbalese, see the error of
their ways and acknowledge ouen-
ly the coniribution the Tamils
have made to the permanent good
of Ceylon and so adjust their
political propensities as to accome
modate the just-rights of the
minoritiess It 2 minority can be
adamant on the ground of a past,
long past ratio of political pre-
ferment, a majority that has | is
covered its streogth and rears
itself can be more so. Isithata
wise course to alopt? The solu-
tion of the problem in India as
glaborated by the late Mr. S,
Brinivasa lyengar, whoss full
schewe the writer bas ia his pos
session, was projecled ad an
extreme remedy for a hopeless
case, for his love of a wunited
Ind:a, united uonder any scheme
of give and take, with the
sole object of wresting power
from Lhe toreiga third party, would
even tolerate the Iyranny of a
minority. Even his scheme is
nuthirg compared with the blink
chieque which Gan hiji offered to
Jinoah to Gl up, for the predomi
nating d sire of the Congress is
not power for itshands, but power
for India 1o shape her destiny. The
uncompromising and recalcitrant
position of Jingah and his crea-
ture, the Muslim League, is ex-
plained by the theory, a proven
theory, of "agent pcovocateur”
bebind the stunt. The whole

.S, A, Nathan

L L L T T N P LTI I T T LL L L]

question turps on this pivefs Do
the people of Ceylon want res-
ponsible sellgovernment by a
scheme which will assure justice
and fair-play to the minorities?
There cannot be any reforms of
lasting good en communal lines.
The first concern must be to get
the substance of power and the
dilferences will solve themselves.
The periad of transition till the
majority get accustomed to the
Just use of powers and the mino-
rity win the confidence of
the ma jority and vice
versa, will be safeguarded
by a system of checks and veto-
ing power in the hands of the
Sovereign Power. The best safe«
guard for a minority according to
all masters on the subject is the
good will of the majority, Such
a  happy coo.ummation will
arrive in a period of experi-
ment and exercise of pow-
erss Theoretical  obstruction,
notwith:tanding the follies and
foibles of the homogeneous Boaid
of Ministers, will shut out the
possibility of a good and desira-
ble end. Let oot Jaifea Tamils
who bave done mwore perhaps
than any other race in Ceylon for
the political evolution of the is-
land asa whole mender nugatory
all their past labours for the
pleasurs of driving good sense in-
to the heads of the present majo.
rity leaders who should soon
quit the stage or mend their
ways, \

Polikandy Kandaswamy
Kovil

Several worshippers and others
interested in this Kovil convened a
meeting of all Hindoos of Vadama-
radchi ab the Haiva Vidyssalui of
Karanavai and presented a petition
to the Government Agent of the
Northern Province in terms of the
provisiont of Trust Ordinance No. 9
of 1917 according to the resolutions
passed at the s#id meeting. The
Goveroment Agent appointed thres
Commissioners in terws of the said
Ordinance to inquire into and to re.
port on the charges made in the
petition against the Trustee and
Manager Mr. 8. Cnelliabpillai of
Polikandy, The Commissioners
held several siitings at the Madala-
yam on the eastern court-yard of the
said temple and sried to effect an
atnicable settlernent and to frame &
scheme of management for the said
Kovil suitable to local conditions.
The Respondent Manager gave evi-
dence personally and led evidence §o
rebut the evidence placed before the
Comumissioners by the petitioner,

As the Manager was uowilling
the Commissiouers were not able to
effect any settlement and made therr
repoct 1o the Goverament Agent
who bas now granted a certificate
to the petitioners. Steps are being
taken by the petitioners to file ace
tion in the District Contt of Jaffna
in terms of the Trast Ordinance to
compel the Manager of the said
Kovil to vender an account of his
adwministration and to frame a pro-

per scheme of management for the
said Kovil,
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NEWS IN BRIEF

A New Advocate

Mr, P. Ragupathy was sworn in
as an Advocate and has'started
practice in Jaffna.

Valikamam East Teachers’
Association
The first committea meeting of

the V. E. T\ A. was held at the En S

SBomaskanda English Bchool, Pottor,
on Wednesday, 17th September, at
4-15. p, m.

A New Public Auditor

Mr, 5. P, Kandiah F, I.S. A.
(Lond.) has been appointed a
Public Auditor and Valoer under
the provisions of section 18 of the
Societies Ordinance (Chapter 105),

Soccer at Urumpirai

A football match
Urnmpiray Vivekanands  Sports
Club and the Muchanai Sports
Club, played on the 13th instant.
ended in a win for the former
by twe goals fo one,

between the

Village Reconstruction Service
Bureau

Op Wednesday the 3rd Beptem-
ber, 1941, “The Village Recons-
truction Service Burean” was start-
ed at Araly. It will be managed
by Mr. Velsuthampillai Kandiah
(F.M.S. Pensioner) of Araly South
with the help of 8 committee no-
minated by him, Under the aus-
pices of this Bureau a [free reading
room has been started at Zraly
South.

Silver Jubiles Celebrations of
Boy Scouts Association

A Bally of the Boy Scouts will
take place at 5,30 p.m. on Saturday
27th September, 1941, at the Old
Park. Over 400 Beouts represent-
ing the 20 troops of the Lccal As
sociation and about 24 sconts from
Kandy, Colombo, and Kuru-
negalla will participate in  the
rally. A grand march past, Several
Outstanding Exhibitions and spec-
tacular Scout Displays like a Hght
ning camp, 8 First Aid Display
after 8 realistic Air Raid, Bridge
Building, A grand camp fire and
other interesting Scout-craft will be
displayed. The Government Agent
will declare opea the Rally in his
capacity a8 the Fresident of the
above Associstion, All are cordi-
ally invited to be present.

Jaffna Co-operative Stores

The 23rd anoual general meeting
of the Jafina Co-operative Siores
limited for the year ending 30th
Jupe 1941 was held on the 7&h
inst at the registered office “Maha-
mandapam'’, Hospital Road, at
8 p. m. Many shareholders were
present.

A dividlend of 15 percent
was declared and the following
were elected as directors for the
comiog year;—Mudaliar V. Pon»
pambalam, Messrs. N Visuvalio-
gam, 5. Karthigesu, F.M.S. Pen-
sioners, P« MuthiahDillai, 8 Aruna-
safawn, General Merchants, C T.
Cumaragamy Proctor, A. Thillaiam-
palam, Ianded proprietor, A, Sita-
ranap, Principal, Urampiray Hin-
da College and K, Shanmugatw,
Lar-at-law.

Mr. V. M. Veyagasan, retired
Teacher, was elected secretary.

Hints About
University for Ceylon

Continued from page 3

toning the fact that they studied
under him than they exhibit in the
poszession of m Master's degree in
Arts,

+* = »

OUND traditions for true scholar-

ship should be built up from the
outeet.” The ideals of the Hast and
those of the West should be fostered
within the walls of the University,

of course, with & pgreater ewphasie

on those of the Hast, In history,
philosophy, art and the languages
the influence of East should ba pre.
eminent; in the sciences, economiocs,
technology and politics, Western
methods of approach sre fo be pre-
ferred. Above all let the education
be a man making education, an eda-
cation that would emancipate, an
education worthy of a country the
racorded history of which reaches to
pre-Christian centuries.

bave to deal briefly with one other

point  before I close, What
about the place of Religion in the
proposed Upiversity? ¥ou will
agree With me wheo 1 say that
priests as priests should have no-
thing to do with the university, I
have spcken a good deal about the
history of Buddbism aund about
Buddhistic culture. Let me not be
misunderstood ag advocating a kind
guper-seminary of Buddhism. I
ewphasize 8 Buddhist culture, for
as 1 have shown itis intimately con-
nected with the history of Asia
fslaw and Christianity exected a pro-
found influence over Medieval Ear-
ope aod will be studied in connec-
tion with that period of history. The
history of India and Indonesia is
counected with Hindn and Bud-
dhistic culture, Students dhou!d be
taught to approach the various reli-
gious caliures with open-hearted
sympathy and thirst for knowledge,
It is open to laymen as well as mi.
nisters of religions to study religious
faiths other than their own. ey,
Dr. G. U. Pope has done pionger
service for students of Shaivaism
by translating sose of ths Shaiva
and Lawil classics into English,
Dr. EKenuoeth Baupders connscted
with the Student Christian Move-
ment has given excellent studies in
the caltural aspects of Buddhism in
his Epochs of Buddhist Hystory,
The Heart of Buddhesm and The
Heritage of Asig. S 8, Radhba-
krishnan as Oxford professor of com-
parative religion has sympathetical-
ly presented both Kastern and Wes-
tern thought, French Roman Ca-
tholic Misgionaries have added to
our knowledge of DBuddhistic ecul-
ture in Cambodia and China. We
have in our colleges here, Muslim
professors  delivering  lectures ouv
Hindu philosopby., You had ino
your Upiversity Collece Rev, ¥ran-
ci18 Kingsbury who studicd Shaiva
classios 82 minutely as to make tex
tual criticism of editions broaght out
by emioent scholars. I satate all
these to show that the study of
Buddhism in its cultural aspects
can be taken up by all, irrespective
of the creed they follow.

* » *

THE young men of Ceylon have

talent and capacity, Lef the
university provide them with the
best oppertunities for utilizing
these. The wvatural resources of
the country wait to be developed;
let the Bcience students get the
training for effeclively doing it.

Farewell to Swami
Asanganandaji

On Sunday the 14th instant a
farewell function was held at the
Ramekrichnn  Math, Wellawatte,
Colombo, to bid good<bye ta Sri-
math Swami Asanganandaji, who
was in charge of the Celombo
Centre for nearly a decade. Mr. A.
Bellamutha, M, B. Ii, garlanded the
Swamiji. The Mayor Dr, R, Sara-
vanamuthn read the farewell address
After the address was read the
Swamiji was presented with a porse
and two fine plates representing
Kandyan sri. Proefor Mr. Peru-
malpillai, Mr, K TI'onniah, Seo-
retary, Vivekaoanda Society and
Me, E. R. Thambimuthu, M. S. C.
offered some appreociative reroarks,
The Swamiji thanked the organisers
and the andience and made a brief
and & vecy touching reply, and drew
pointed attention to the ideals repre-
sented by the twin insbitutions of
Sri Ramakrishna Math and the
Mission. Srimath Swami Avinasha-
nandaji who presided, in his con-
cluding remiarks said that the in-
stitution might offer a common plat-
form (or all people of various faiths,
races and oullure and that it might
be a cenire radinting love and har.
mony, With a few- songs by tbe
children of Wellawatte Music Aca-
demy the function eame to a close.

Tagore Memorial
Meeting

A Tagore Memorial meeting un-
der the auspices of the various Asso-
ciations in Jaffna will be held on
Saturday, the 20th instant, at
530 p,m. in the Jaffna Town Hall,
Mr, T. N. B. Raghavan, M. A.,
L ©, 8., Agenf of fhe Government
in Iudia in Ceylon, will preside,

Maessrs. M, Prasad, (0, Ooomara-
swamy, R. Sivagurunather, 8. H,
Periubanayagam and Isaac Ponnam-
balam will be the speakers.

A Silyer collection in ald of the
Visva Bharati Fund will be taken at
the meating.

“KAYA KALPA"”
SPECIFIC TREATMENT

For Rejuvenation, impotency, Diabstes,
Rheumatism, Intantile Paralysis, Convnlsion
Skin diseasss & Leprosy.

<t “MEHARAJA” &

The Surest Specific for Urinal and Diabetic
Troubles af any stage

{Sugar, Albumen Sediment,
Acid, Excessive Urination]

NO DIETING, PEICE Bs. 4 PER BOTTLE
6 nays)

This is what the Postmaster,
Chundikuli says:-

I have been uslng your medicine *Meha-
raja” for diabetes for one month and I find
my urioe is free from Sugar, 1am greally
obligsed for the cura,

P. Nadarajah.
Consult, DR. K. T. MANGALAM
R.IM.P., (Madras), M.8.V.S« Mewmiber
Chundikuli, Jaffna.
Q- 82, 7-8B—p-11 41 ]

— =

You have also in your cultural heri-
tage some precions Lhings to give
the outsida world Develop your
own culture with a view of sharing
it with the World  In cooclusion
1 shall reiterate the words of our
beloved poet Rabindranath by say-
ing, ‘Letour centres of learning
help us to know ourselves and give

- WP n =)
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~ Order Nisi
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

Testamentary Jurisdiction No, 1049.
In the matter of the intestate of the
late Kanapathy Sabapathy ef -
Sillalai Deceased.
Sellam widow of Kanapathy Saba-
pathy of Sillalay, Jafinsa
. Va. ‘Petitioner,
1. 5. Nagaretnam
2. S. Maheswary
3. S. Thirunavukkarasu
4, B. Mankayatkarasy and
5. A, Sanmugam Chettiar all of do
Respondents.
This matter of the petition of tha
abovenamed petitioner comiag on for
disposal before 0, Coomarsswamy,
Esquire, District Judge Jaffna on the
146h day of July 1941 in the presence
of Mr. V.5, Nadarajah Proctor on
bhe part of the petitioner and the
aflidavit and petition of the petitioner
having been read; it i8 ordered bLhaf
the abovenamed 5th respondent be
appointed Guardian-ad-litem over the
minors Ist to #th respondenfs above-
onamed for the purpose of watching
the interest in the testamenbary proe
ceedings and that Letbers of Adminis.
tration be granted to the patitioner
as the widow of 1he deceased unless
the respondents abovenamed shall
appear on the 2nd day of August 1941
and show cange if any to the con-
frary, ~
This 22nd day of July 1941
(Sgd.) C. Coomaraswamy,
District Judge.
Time sxtended to 24-9-41.
(0,84, 18 & 22:9-41.)

Order Nisi

IN THRE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA
Case No. 1038 T.

In the matter of the HEstate of the
late Kapsgambigay widow of
Subramariam of Columputhurai

Canthar Arumugam Oanthar Columpu-

thural Petitioner,*"

I

and -
1, 8. Namasivayam, 2. S. Vettivelu,
3. 8. T. M.P, Nataraja Chetéiar,
4, Manonmaay wife of Nabaraja
Chettiar, 5: M, Vivekananbharaja,
6. M. Puvapeswary, 7. M. Anna.
ledohumy, 8 M: Arumugaon 9, M.
Yogambal, 10, Sivapakiam widow
of Muttukumaraswamy, 11, S,
Ahamperam and wife, 12, Sivas
kamasundary, 13. V. Yogathevi, 14.
A, Vythesparan of Vannarponnai
Respondents.
This matter of the petition of the
abovenamed petitioner praying thab
10th Bespondent be sppointed Guar.
dign-ad litsm over 5, 6, 7,8, and 9
Hespondents and the 14th Respondent
guardian adslitem over 13thRespondent
and that letters of adminisbration to
the estate of the abovenamed de-
ceased be issued to the Petitioner
coming on for disposal before O,
Qoomaraswamy, Esquire Distriet
Judge Faffos in the presence of Mr, C.
T, Kumaraswamy Proctor it is order-
ed that 10th Respondent be appoints
ed guardian-ad litem over 5, 6, 7,8
and 9 Responderdts and the 14th
Respondent over the 13th Bespond-
ent and thab lebters of adwinistration
to the estate of the abovenamed
deceased be issued fo the Pefitioner
unless the Respondents shall show
sufficient cause to the contrary on the
25th day of July 1941,
Thiz Tth day of July 1941,
Bgd. €. Coomaraswamy,
Distriot Judge.
Order Nisi extended for 1-10-41,
(O. 28, 18 & 22-9:41)

_—V?lnge Committee:-=
Chairmen

The following were elscted Obair-
men of the following Village Coms
miitteas: —

Allaipiddi- Mr, K, Kailasa«
pillai, Velanas- Mr. C. Bala-
singham; Pungudutivu- Mr. V,
Pasupathipillai, Karainagar:~ Mr,
8. Ponnambalam, Udupiddy:- Mr.
A. Kandish, Chankanai:- Mr. G,
Thillaiimpaiam and Neallur:- N, K.

ou¥sel ves.'

Nallathamby.
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PROFITEERING IN JAFFNA

*_« URBAN COUNCIL'S APPEAL TO FOOD

CONTROLLER

A resolution requesting the Food
Controller and the Govern-
ment Agent, Northern Province,
to take effective measures to pre-
vent the undue jmcrease in the
prices of necessaries of. life and
the consequent profiteering by
traders and boutique‘keepers al
the xpense of the poorinbabitants
was upnanimously passed at the
last weeting of the Jaffna Urban
Council.

The meeling which was beld at
the Council Chamber was prusided
over by Mr. R, Sivagurunather,
the Chairman,

All the members were present
except Mr, V. S, Ramanathan.

As soon as the minutes had
been confinnned Mr, R, R, Nalliah
moved the suspension of the
standing orders to reconsider the
déclsion arrived at the previous
meelig to reduce temporarily
the salaries of all officers who
driw ove: Rs. 100 per mensem by
10 pat cent. until cenditions be-
came bormal,

Mr, V. Suppiah said that as one
who was not present at the August
Meeting it would be bard ‘on. the
offiters concerned | they had lo
forége at a time like thata slice
of their salariess He was of opi
nion that the Council should have
granted them a War allowance.

Me. S, M, Aboobucker opposed
any attempt to reeopen the ques-

» tion.

Mr. Chas, Pathirana supporting
Me. Abocobucker siid thatrightly or
weiingly the Council bkad come te
4 decision, and it was ridiculous
fo reyoke a 1esolution passed
bately a month age.

The Chairman said that a3
tNere was oo unanitmous d. sire an
{he pact of the members of that
Council to reconsider the resalo-
tion the matter should be dropped

Mr, V. Suppiah moved:—

“In view of the: increasing poverty
and the economic condition resulting
from the War thig Council resolves
that a8 a temporary measure the as-
geasment tate be reduced [rom [0
per centum bo 5 per centun (till the
present situation improves.”

Speaking on tke motion Mr.
Suppiah said that when he gaye
notice of that molion in Felro-
ary this year the situation of the
country was nol so bad as to-day
The Urban Councils of Kotte and

Nawalapitiya bhad reduced the
rates of assessment, and that too
permanently. He (the speaker) un-
derstood that other Councils were
taking steps to give relisf. Jaffna
was poorer than the cest bf the Is-
land and he (the speaker) appealed
to the members not to oppose the
resolution.

Mr. G Ponnembalam in secon-
ding t e motion said that bhe had
always stood for relief to the poor
ratapayers.

The Chairman intervening said
that the resolution if given effect
to would result in a decrease of
the present revenusa by Rs. 15,000.

Mr. Ponnambalam said that it
the resolution was passed he (the
speaker) woull within a week
place before the Council a reporl
detailing how retrenchment could
be effected,

Mr. S. Arulanantham suggssted
that the resolution be delerced t.ll
Mr. Ponnambalam submitted his
report,

The mover not accepling lhe
suggestion the resolution was put
to the Housz, but was defeated,
only the mover, seccander and Mr.
Pathirana voting for it

The Couacil aext considered
papers regarding filling up the re-
vived post el Electricily Overszer.

After some discussion Mr, V,
D, Benedict was appoioted to ()
up the post, Messrs, Ponnamba-
lam and Buappiah deécliaing 1t
viles

When papecs regacdiog the im-
position of property rate for the
year 1942 were taken up for con-
sideration, Mr, Ponnambalam
moved that the rate be hizxed at 9
per cent, Mr. V Suppiah second-
ed.

Mesers, Alyadurai asd Aboo-
bucker rose to point of *order and
said that the Council bad rejected
earligr Mr, Suppiah's resolution to
reduce the assessment rate, and
that that motion should not be
considered till three months have
elapsed.

Mr. Ponnambilim contended
that Mr. Suppiah’s motion was to
reduce the rate from 10 to 8 per
cent, while his (the speaker’s) mo-
tion was lo reduce the present rate
to 9 per cent. If the members were
not in favour they could reject it.

The Chairman upbeld Mz, Poao-
nambalam's contention,

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL

BENEFIT FUND LTD.

{ Established

1918)

BANKERS.

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made
SHARES -

8000 shares of Ra. 100/- each,

Rs. 800,000.00
Rs, 134,367.00
70 monthly instalments

of Re: 1/- per share will earn Rs, 100/- for each at the

end of the period.
CURRENT ACCOUNTS

Shares issued all times.
opened and interest allowed at 1% per

anonum on the average monthly balance when it does
not fall below Rs. 500/=,

FIXED DEPOSITS

received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and 12 months

and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and 6 % respectively.

issued on the National and Imperial Banks to Colombo

Remittances to and

DRAFTS

and the Principal cities of India.

from F. M. 8. by special arrangements.
INDJAN MONEY  bought and sold
LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality,

Interest charged

at 9% per annum (Part payments accepted.)
For further particulars apply to

/Y. 89 A, 21-11-40—20-11-41, (U's)

>. KANAGASABAL,
Shroff,

N. VAITILINGAM & (o,

HARDWARE MRROHANTS & BUILDING OONTRACTORS
COLOMEO & JAFFNA
Telophono No. 30. (Jafina.)

We stock Japun, Germsn, Danish, Itallan and English cements,
We are Sole Distributors in Jaffna for Asano cement which is
a superior cement and well patronised by Government and
other local bodies in and out of Jaffna, As we get down these
cements direct from Europe and Japan we sell them at
surprisingly cheap price.

QUOTATIONS WILL BE GIVEN ON 4APPLICATION
We Undertake Building Constructions of Steel Structures
Or any other Kind or Size

We have & good stock of roofing and plain sheels in
nll sizes, Round iron, Barbed wire, Brassfittings, Paints, Varnishes,
Oilsy Asbestos roofing, Ceiling, ete.

Head Office
38. Third Cross Street Colombo.
Y. 20, 1-4-41—31.3-42, (T)

%’&'-—— e __:._;sa%

|

Phone No, 2210 (Colombo)

BEST

WEST MINIBSTER OEiMIiNG WALL aND BRACKET CLOCKS
GRANDFATHER CLOCKS ,
R |

MR ———

RADIO EE;(H*}IVERS X
" BEST E
CEMENT H

STOQCKED BY
EMMANUEL TIRUCHELVAM |
"TIRUCHELYAM BUILDINGS
MAIN STREET, JAFFNA, |\
| (DIRECT IMPORTER) |
| g T e =
| REPAIRS T0 Ranjo BErs & TViLocks UNDERTAKEN ”

| Charges Competitive. |
% Tgram: Tiroechelvam T'phone: 52. 3%
%x_‘" —— = % e e oo
(Y. 23. 42:5-40 to 11-5-41,) (m)

WELLAWATTE SPINNING
AND. WEAVING MILLS’
ClLOTHS
ARE NOW A HOUSEHOLD WORD IN
EVERY JAFFNA HOME
Once Tried — Always Liked

We Manufacture Cloths of Every
Description
VATTEES I DRILLS
SHAWLS | SUITINGS
SAREES TUSSORES
SARONUS f SHIRTINGS
CAMBOYS I SHEETINGS
TOWELS TICKINGS
LONGCLOTHS | TABLINGS
MULLS | POPLINS
BEDSHEETS CASEMENTS
ETC. ETC

CALL AT OUR
RETAIL DEPOT:

GRAND BAZAAR, JAFFNA.
WELLAWATTE SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS

[Incorparated in India]
The liability of members is limited.,

— - = -4

Mis. 127. 14-11-40—

|
|
‘ ETC.
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