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The Constitution

BEFORE I proceed to give

an account of the working
of the Constitution I &hink it
18 as well that T should give a
brief outline of the maip
features of the Constitution it-
gelf. The old Legislative
Council wag replaced by =a
State Council whose functions
were not only legislative but
were also administrative. The
Council at its first session di-
vided itself into seven Execu-
tive Committees for the tran-
saction of day te day business
of such of those functions of
were en-
trusted to the sole charge of
the State Council, while the
remaining funetions of Gov-
ernmenf were transacted by
three permanent officers of
Government known as ¢Offi-
cers of State”, who became
ex-officio members of the Coun-
cil and made reports to it and
sought its approval in respect
of matters administered by
them just as in the same way
as Executive Committees. Each
Executive Committee of the
Council elected one of its mem-
bers as its Chairman and the
seven Chairmen who were ap-
pointed Minisiers by the Gov-
ernor fiogether with the three
Officers of Stateconstituted the
Board of Ministers responsible
for the
the Apunual and Supplement-
ary Hstimates of Expen-
diture of the various de-
partments of Government
prepared by the KExecubive
Committees and Officers ol
State and for the subsequent
presentation of the Anmnual
Budget fo the State Council
for its approval. No financial
measure or any measure having
financial implication could be
introduced in the State Coun-
cil except by the DBoard of
Ministers or with its approval.
Any rejection of the Budget
presented to the State Council
by the Board of Ministers in-
volves a dissolution of the
Councile The Governor has
power to certify any bill,
motion or measure as of para-
mount importance and on his
so reporting to the Council it
has the same effect as if it was
passed by the Council. The
power of appointing, dismis-
sing Public Officers and taking
disciplinary action  against

co-ordination  of|

Donoilghmore

Mr. Senanayake

Reviews Defects

e

In the portion of his address at the Jaffna Town
Hall, published helow, Mr. D. S. Senanayake

reviews some defects of the present Constilution:-

them are vested in the Gov-
ernor, who exercises such
powers through a Public Ser-
vices Commission, composed at
present of the three Officers
of State. In respeet of all
major appointments reference
is made by the Public Services
Commission to the appropriate
Executive Commitfee in charge
of the departinent concernead
before it submits its recom-
mendation to the Goveraor.

The State Council

HE power and responsibility

of the State Council ta deal
with administrative as well as
legislative fuoctions and the
recognition of the richi and
responsibility attaching to each
one of the unofficial wembers
has -naturally resulted in a
tendency on the part of the
Couneil to devote a good deal
of time to the examination of
details which are better left in
the Lands of responsible Minis-
ters and their Executive Com-
mittees. It has also resulted
in the tabling in the State
Council of numercus private
members’ motions of parochial
irterest, and it is difficult to
imagine how such a large body
as the State Council, who
boasts of 50 elected members
and 8 npominated members,
could attempt to conduct the
administration except by dele-
gation of its powers and duties
to accredited representatives.
This fact has with the lapse of
years been more and more re-
cognised by the Council itseli
but it could hardly be expect~
ed that within the short space
of 10 years all fhe old precon-
ceplions, prejudices and suspi-
cions should banish It < to
be hoped that with growing
experience and the return fo
the State Council of members
who have made a proper study
of public questions {rom a
national point of view this
tendency would gradually dis-
appear. The remedy is in the
hands of fthe electors them-
selves. I desire, however, to
emphasise that the Council has

on the whole acted with cir-
cumspection and restraint, for,
in spite of weary debates on
matters big as well as small,
it has happened that in practi-
cally almost every case the
action taken by the respon-
sible Executive Committee and
reported to the Counecil has
subsequently been approved by
the Counecil.

|Ministers and Executive

Committees

S te the Committee system

there s undoubtedly a
divergence of opinion on the
efficacy or otherwise of this
systera  of  adwinistration.
The experience of individual
Ministers varies. I, for my
own part, have -found no
diffieulty in initiating mea-
sures and persuading my Com-
wittee to adopt such measures.
There i8 no doubt that, in
geperal, prior consideration
and discussion in Committees
of departmental proposals and
measures result 1o the elimi-
nation of undesirable features,
and when Ministers subse-
quently put forward well-di-
gested and reasoned proposals
with the backing of their Com=
mittee they have found it in-
variably possible to put them
throngh the Council with the
minimum of discussion and
criticism  But as quick action
and decision are often necessary
in the transaction of day fo
day business involved in con-
ducting the complieated machi-
nery of government,  the Com-
mittee form of administrafion
is no doubt somewhat cumber-
some. It has been suggested
in many quarters that the exe-
cubive functions of the Com-
mittee should devolve on the
Minister himself acting on his
own responsibility but with the
advice of his Committee: The
evolution of the Committee
system in this direction will
not tend to promote the ex-
peditious handling of day to
day business, nor will it facili-
tate the arduous task of the

Constitution

l Counneil to

Board of Ministers in inifia-
ting and framing the finaneial
policy of this country by tak-
ing a comprehensive view of
the needs of the counfry In
the absence of Ministerial eol-
lective responsibility tfor all
measures each Hxeoutive Com-
mittee tends to pursue its own
policy and there is no central
anthority under the Constitu-
tion which has power fto goide
and co-ordinate the policies of
the varions Committees. It is
obviously impossible for a
large body like the - State
take the place
of a small Cabinet which
in all democratic constitu-
tions is vested with the res-
ponsibility and power of co-
ordinating the executive activities of
the Governments concerned. The
proper body naoder the Ceylon Con-
stitotion in its presenf form, showrid
be the Board of Ministers, but-as it
is, with responsibility for the exegu-
tion of policies diffused among the
members of the varions Hxecutive
Comumittees, the Board, though
vested with wultimate finaneial res-
ponsibility, has no means of enfor-
cing its financial and general policy
on any Executive Committee which
chooses to igoore it.

Officers of State

LTHOUGH the 7 Executive
Committees of the Council are
charged with responsibility for ghe
administration of a large number of
functions, particularly those pertain-
still
sowe large and iinportant fonetions
of the Government, wiz: Defence,
Finance and Law, are administered
by the three “Officers of State' who
are permanent officials not responsi-
ble to the legislature, ‘Che proclaime
ed aim and object of those who re-
commended the present Constitution
was the fransfer to elected repre-
sentatives of the people of complete
control over the internal affairs of

ing to internal administration,

the country subject only to provi=
sions which will ensure, daring a

transitory stage, that they ave helped
by the advice of experienced sificials
and to the exereise by the Governor
of cerfain safeguarding powers. The
Donoughmore Commissicners have
repeatedly laid stress on the fact that
the Officers of State, while being
responsible in & ministerial capacity
for administering those special des
purtments retained in their charge,
should administer those departments
with the primary object of assisting,
and not hampering, their elected
colleagues of whose policy their acti-
vities will Le largely implementary.
The reconimendations as translated
into the Order-in-Courcil, however,

Continued on page 3
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PROTEST

ﬁ Resolution protesting against the

objectionable provisions of the
draft Indo-Ceylon Agreement was
passed at a wmeeting of the inhabite
ants of the Kandy District, held at
the Town Hall on Saturday. The
notice convening the meeting con-
tained the names of over 100 con-
veners.

My, P. B. Ranaraja, Proctor, was
voted to the chair., Among the ga-
thering were the Mahanayake The-
ros of Malwatte and Asgiriya and a
number of Buddhist monks, Messrs,
M. B. Panabokke, A Ratnayake, D.
J. K Nugawella and C. B. Walgam-
paya were appointed, Secretaries of
the wmeeting,

Mr. Ratnayake, who was the first
speaker, said that there was no ob-
jection to Indians with a domicile

of origin being granted citizenship.
But the conditions of domicile of
choice would result in about eight
lakhs of Indians being enabled to
quality for citizenship, The Agree-
ment provided that facilities be given
at the least expense for the record-
ing of declarations of permanent set-
tlement. In actual working, it need
not be that the persons concerned
would go to a court; a court could
go to them.

In effect, he said, it meant that a
Judicial Officer had only to go round
the estate lines, and the labourers
would bear witness to each other’s
statements Thus in & year, eight
lakhs of Indian labourers wonld be
on the register.

AGAINST INDO - CEYLON

AGREE

MENT

“Country Had Been Sold,”
Says Mr. Bandaranaike

Given in to India

Mr. S. W. R, D. Bandaranaike,
said that at the Delhi Talks last
November the immediate question
for determination was the absorba-
ble number of Indians in Ceylon.
The position was the same at the
end of that conference, when Mr, D.
S. Senanayake started that however
much they might be willing to ar-
rive at an agreement the position of
the Ceylon delegation was that the
number of Indians in Ceylon had to
be reduced. But what was the
positicn now?

Underthe present draft Agree-
ment, Mr, Bandaranaike said, Cey-
loa had given in to India to this ex-
tent—that whether an Indian had
been in Ceylon for ten years or evea
an hour before the Agreement, he
was entitled to be here, and Ceylon
had no right to send him away or
rsmove him from his employment.

Having yielded fo this extent
what were the advantages Czylon
received! he asked. The “Daily
News"” on October 26 bad eaid that
the gains were not much more than
the recogpition by India of Ceylon’s
right to contro!l future immigration
and impose quofas, But India
never questioned Ceylon’s right to

restrict immigration, and fthe Bills
before the Council gave no room
for India to object. Ceylon had
granted something to Indiz which
she did not seek. As long ago as
1934 the Imperial Conference laid
down the right of the British Em-
pire countries to decide the composi=
tion each of its own population.

The Franchise

Mr. Bandaranaike went on to as.
sert that the “undertakings” the
(Governor had bheld to have been
given to India, which the State
Council repudiated had been em-
bodied in the new Agreement,

Examining the conditions for the
franchise, he said that while there
was no change where Indians with
domicile of origin and of choice
were concerned, the provisions in
regard to the cerfificate of perma-
nent seftlernent were such that there
would not be reduction of ten
Indians by disenfranchisement, and
even they might be not gualified
for the franchise at the moment
but could qualify for if. In his
opinion, fhe country had been sold
for a conaferfeit cent.

It had been claimed that the

Agreement would pave the way for

India and Ceylon working together,
but really 90 per cent of the Sinha-
lese regarded it as the sacrifice of
the couniry, sccordiog to informa-
tion reaching him of conversations
in ’'buses, frains, etc, It was really
going to create discord. The Sinha-
lese did nof accept it because con-
cessions to the extent of 90 per cent
had been made to India.

““We are become slaves fo Indians,
who are slaves to the British!
That is the position now,” he con-
tinued. The ounly people who bene-
fited were the planters because the
ban on immigration would be lifted,
all their labour difficuities would
be  removed, because labour
scheduies would be law again and
cheap labour would once more be
available to them.

Me. C, W. W. Kannangara,
Minister for Education, in the
course of his speech said that if
they accepted the Agreement i
would adversely affect not only
tbe  Sinhalese but  also  all
obther permanent residents of the
country, Even responsible Indian
leaders in Ceylon had agreed to re-
duce the number of Iezdians in
Ceylon. In support of this he
cited a report published in the
“Daily News"” of March 27, this
year where Mr, Natesa Iyer, M.S.
C., was reported to have said that
he was in favour of 20 to 25 per
cent, of the Indians resident in Cey-
lon being repatriated because unem.

Continued on page 5

PUBLIC
RATEP

MEETING OF

AYERS

A largely attended Public Meet-
ing was held on Sunday, th_e 19.th
October, 1941, in the lawn just in
front of the Jaffaa Town Hall,
under the auspices of the Jaffna
Urban Rate-payers’ Association,
presided over by Mr. E. D, Hens-
man, the President.

Ten resolutions were passed

by the meetiog.

Mr. Aria Pathirana opposed the
Resolution No. 8 re restricting the
Cinema show till 10 p-m.

Resclution No, 9, requesting
the authorities concerned to pass
an Act, allowing reasonable leave
and an equitable salary to
Shop Assistants and other em-
ployees of shops without in-
troducing the BShops Act 1ato
Jaffna, was moved by Mr, T.
Muttusamippillai, Advocate, and
duly seconded. -

Messrs. M. S. M. Buhari, and
Aria Pathirana opposed the re=
solution.

Mr. 8. S, K. Valarasan, who
supported the  resolutior, was
interrupted. Mr. K. Thuraiappah
also supported the resolution,
Some of the arguments urgea
against the introduction of the
Shops Act were: The shops Act

will oppress the poor inhabi-
tants of the Town who
buy articles of food out of their
daily earnings after returning
bome late in the evening; it
restricts the hours of buying and
selling to 9 hours during week
days between 9 a.m. and
6 p. m« and no shopping is
allowed between Saturday 2
p.m.,, and Monday 9 a. m,
heavy fines are imposed on the

sellers, even Barber Salonns are
not exempted from this Act;
tbe Urban Council’s revenue

will be affected by (1) Electric
lights (2) Property Tax, and to
make up such losses the Council
may have to impose high rate of
taxe=; the trade will be shifted
to placss outside the Urbanp
Council’s limits;
and unexpected marriages
between 2 p.m,, on Saturday
and 9 a.m., on Monday wiil not
only bandicap the wedding pur-
chases but also will tempt
buyers and sellers to cowmit
breach of regulations; even funer-
als cannot be conducted between
Saturday 2 p, m.,, and Monday
9 a. ., without waste of energy
and money, and people must go
to distant places for purchasing
the necessities for such emergen=

cies; and underaged boys caanot
be employed by the shop-keepers.

After My, Thuraiappah’s ex-
planation of the provisions of the
Act, the audience after patient
hearing shouted that the Shops
Act should not be introduced at
all into Jaffna,

Many speakers wanted to speak
on the Resolution, but the Pre-
sident adjorned the meeting and
postponed this item in order to
give it a just and fair discussion
along with other Resolutions as it
was late,

Resolutions

The following resolutions were
passed by the meetlings—

This meeting requests the Jaffna
Urban Council to conduct its
proceedings in future in Tamil,
so that all the rate payers who
attend the meetings of the Council
may be able to follow the pro-
ceedings ard take an intelligent
interest in the affairs of the
Council.

This meeting resolves:—(a) That

Suddenthe Urban Council area should be

divided into ten wards on the basis
of income and population (b) That
areas lying along the limits of the
Councii, which yield litile .income
but are a cause of great expeunse to
the Council be excluded from the
limits of the Council (c) That in
future all the members should be
elected (dj That it approves the
decision of the Ministry of ILocal
Adminiatrafion to do away in
future with the system of nomi-
tated Members, which decision it

earnestly recommends to the ap-
proval of the State Council,

This meeting prays the Jaffna
Urban Council to waive the arrears
of taxes and even to exempt from
taxation all those who either ow-
ing to extreme poverty or want of
work are unalble to pay the Coun-
cil rates.

This meeting appeals to ths Ur-
ban Council to reduce the rate of
taxation from 10% to 8% a3 there is
considerable hardship awmong rate
payers owing to the hard times at
present. It subwmits that what the
council loses financially that way,
may be made up by (a) cutting
down the salaries of officers where-
ever possible (b) by levying an
amusement tax from the cinemas,
theatres etc and (c) adopting
measures for cutting down the ex-
penditure as recommended by the
Reorganisation Committee,

That as the rate payers are poor,
the decision to vote Es. 8000 by way
of war allowance to officers and
workmen of the Urban Council is
not reasonable. The officers of the
Counci! live in Jaffna and can
afford to retrench their eipenses,
This meeting appeals to the Urban
Council to spend that money for
the benefit of the poor rate-payers.

This meeting is of opinion tha
certain members sent by the Rate-
payers’ Association into the Council
who had pledged theiwselves by put-
ting their signstures to certain
pledges of the Association have
failed in their duty to the rate-
payers in that they had been ins.
trumental in increasing the expendi-
ture of the Council vnnecessarily.
The rate-payers feel aggrieved and

Continued on page 6
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THE SHOP ACT
~ ITS PURPOS

AND

—_———— = ——

A QUESTION OF
CONVENIENCE

A Controversy

THERE is a controversy on foot

in Jaffoa on the question of
the introduction into Jaffoa of the
provisions of the SBhop Act and its
application to the numerous shops
within the urban limits of the
Jaffna Town,

One section of opinion holds
that the application of the Shep
Act to Jaffna is necessary in the
interests of the large numbsr of
ghop ewmployees in tpe Jaffoz
Towan, the second largest towan in
the Island in point of population.
The contention of that section is
that the employees or a considera-
ble portion of them are sweated
and made to work for long hours
at a stretch without being given
leisure for reit or recreation aad
they deserve to be given relief.

Another section holds that the
introduction of the Shop Act will
bring about a reduction in the
working hours of shops, which
would inconvenience the buying
public. Itis stated that it has
been and is the custom in Jaffna
for the public to patronise shops
late in the evening or in the early
night hours and the closing of th-
shops duricg those hours would
interfece with the convenience of
the buying public, asiarge number
of whom come from different
parts of the District owing to bat-
ter facilities for marketing in the
Jaffoa Town than ex st elsewher:
in the District.

The Objects

By
€. Fruiambaiam
Advocalie

inconvenient for some time but
they will get accustom:d to it in
time. Moreover closing hours
under the Shop Act will not be
fixed rigidly and uniformly for
all placess. They are subject te
modification to suit local coandi-
tions. With the introduction ot
the Shop Act into Jalfana the clos-
ing hours may be so arranged as
to cause as little ipconvenience
as possible to the public at  the
same time giving adequate relief
to shop empioyees,

We are living in aa age ol
Democracy in which 1mprove-
ment and amelioration of social

conditions is one of the chi:i ob.
jects of Legislation. The days
when capitalists had thejr own

way are past. Now Labour

15

asserting itself and it is the ob-
ject of modern Legislation £
ligh‘en the hardships of the

small man, The Shop Act is one
of the measures which come un-
der that category and no person
with any claim to enlightenment
and square dealing can object to
ameliorative social legisiation al
th= type of the Shop Act,

Minister Opens Coir and

T wine

F actory

Activities of
Service

Youths' Social
League

THE Coit and Twine factory

started DLy the -All Jafina
Youths' Soeial Service Lieague was
opened at the Leagne’s Iodustrial
Centre adjpining the ILieague's
Paper Factory by ibhe Hon. M,
D. 8. Senanayake on Friday, the
24th instant, at 10-30 a m.

On his arrival Me, Senanayake
was given a hearby welcome after
the eriental style. The Lieagne's lady
members showered flowers on  hiw.
Mr. Senanayake and Mr, Prasal, the
G. A, were garlunded by the Tieague's
President and Treasurer and wers
conducted to the League's Iodus-

tries Centre which was decorated in |
The Minister|

oriental fashion.

was shown the various processes of

paper making. Mr, 5. Seoathi-
Rajah, the Leagus's Industrial

Executive, requesting the Miagister
toopen the Coir and Twine factory
said that the Lizague’s tirst step to-
wards industrialization, 168 Faper
Factory, was a success and ,tbat
the League was launching a
cond wventure, a twine

Eg.

and |

the speaker said, Mr, Senanayake
was no other than the very incar-
nation of Paraskrama Bahao the
Great.. The attempts of political
opportunists to divids the Sinhalese
and Tamils were futile as they
possessed a comtmon colture, creed
and heritage, The League was
attempting to solve the only diffi-
calty of the language problem by
spreading the study of Sinha'ese.

Mr. Senanayake after opening the
factory was shown the various coir
and twine good: ruanufactured by
the Liengue,

Common Ideals

Al the public meeting which fol-
lowed Mr, K, Pathmanathan, the
League's DPresident, said that al-
thomgh some quatters criticised Mr,
Senanayalie’s actions, the members
of the Lieague appreciated themn as
they realised the valuable serviges
rendered by him to the country.
The address presented by Mr K.
Parawmanathan, one of the Geneial

: . Secretaries. statad that £ aral
coir Factory. This Indusity would | Decretaries, stated toat the League's

not oaly give a fillip te coconut
and Sun Hemp, hut also be a

profitable cottage iadustry for the|'!Dg the prosperity

uanemployed.

With his indomitable counrage,
unsullied probity and utter sincerity,

{ideals were in common

with those
of Mr., Senanayake—that of res-
and  pasf
glory of mother Lanka.

This was followed by mnational

Continued on page 6

In considering the implications
of the Shop Act we have to con-
sider its objects. The Shop Act
was passed by the State Council
as a piece of Social Legislation
and as a humanitarian measure.
Any measure which is passed by
the L=gislature will inconvenience
some one ot other and such in-
coxvenience cannot be considered
as an aigument agaiast its intro-
duction.

Let us take the example of the
postal employees whose work s
to deliver mails. They were
formerly working every day in
the week without any respite
and in all weathers, With a
view to give them much-nreded
rest and leisure Sunday declivery
was stopped, with the result that
they are now baving rest for one
day in the week. When this
change was inaugurated there was
a complaint by some members
of the public that they were in-
convenienced by the non-delivery
of mails on Sundays. No
doubt such delivery was an in-
convenience and particularlyso
to busidess people bat the public
bave now accustomed themselves
to the change and wow there is
no complaint raised ia this
matter.

Closing of Shops

Similarly no douht if the work-
ing bours of shops are restricted
_the public wiil find the change

“‘6A Correspondent’s” plea that

tae leaders in the couatry
and of the country should b
ciplinary action is well pitched.
It pre-supposes organisaticn of
voters into well conducted asso.
ciations on the lin:s of party
organisations in KEngland,  Alj
instances of coatrol and discipli-
nary action he has referred to are
results of organisation and Party
Politics. Ceylon is a long way
cff such an ideal. Ceylon i3 a
small country in more sense than
one, It is small gecgraphically;
smaller still in the world of
thought; smallest in personal
examples of honest  thought
and coavictien, of purity of
motive and integrity of exccution
of such motive. From the so-call-
ed highest in the land to the
lowiiest aad the lost, the pre-
occupation is the making of
uwioney by means fair or foul and
the show of it. The old m or
ings of religionus and ethicai
restraints have been discarded
It is one riotous endeavour io
rake in what ar= called by the
European “the good things of
lite”  The good things of life
are wealth and wallaw in what
is called cowmforf. W= stand cut
adrift from the ideals of either
the West or of the K.t In
aping the West we have goue
sortry wrong, Io discarding out

controlled and be subject to dis- -

CONTROL OF OUR
LEADERS

— e e

IS IT POSSIBLE?

S I b :
: &, ¥, Rathan

own ideals we have
against the genius of the
The sublime -eximples of
Indizn political field have not
m ved us. How can thasn there
be enlightened leadership or the
conditions creating it? Yet, ihere
is a kind of control of leaders.
The Village yokel, the Chandya,
exercises a degre= of coatrol on
the leader, for he is the beater, like
the one employed in the kraaling
of wild elephants or buffaloes, to
diive to the polls the voter in the
village whose capacity for correct
judgment and action wis praised
of old by Robert Knox and in re-
cent times by Sir P. Arunachalam
in his Ceylon National Coagress
days, It is of litele value to com-
plaiu of darkness but of Tmmense
good to light a candle. The cor-
respondent cccupies a  very pro-
minent place in the country and I
wish that he will take concrete
steps to organise paifive measures
to create the thiog that controls,
direcls and ulates leadership,
Let bimn appeal for a joint etfort
ot all thoss who feel keenly on the
subject, The first e:sential step
is the formuiation of party poii-
licse Can party politics evolye
1o a subject country? Let him
try and give the lead.

sinned
races

the

o
Ly

The Donoughmore
Constitution

Continued from page 1

have created a somewhat different
situation. < Although we were gs-
sured that there would be no diarchy
in the Government, in the applica-
tioa of the Order-in Council in  ac-
ual practice theve has besa evolved a
marked division of responsibility in

administration analogois te  the
diarchieal form of government that
was in vogue in Indiz uddet fhe

Montagn-Chelimsford Canstitation.
The attitude of the Officers of State
which has invariably been supported
by the Governor has emphasised
more aud more the cleavage and dis-
tinction between Officers of State
aud elected Ministers, The former,
though they may be preseating re-
ports to Uonoeil in order to obtain
financial votes to carry oub the acti-
vilies of their departments, regard
themseives as officials who owe their
allegiance to the Governor and ac-
cordingly have to account for their
administration not to the Council
but to the Governor alone, to whom
they claim to be directly and solely
raspoansible. Their attitude has often
impaired bhe unity of action on the
pari of the Board of Ministers even
in watters in which collective rege
ponsibility is imposed on the Mini-
sters and ~ weakened the authority
that should attuch to decisions of
the Board. The maintenance of
his anowalous position is ome of the
gravest defects and has always oper-
ated adversely against the successful
and smooth working of the Consti-
tion,
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A FAIR DEMAND

IN THE COURSE OF HIS
speech at Jaffna Mr. D. S.
Senanayaie said it was not dif-
ficult for the Sinhalese and
Tamils to consider themselves
to be brothers, *Once we
evolve that feeling of identity
of interest and brotherhood”,
he said, “pothing can prevent
us from realising the freedom
that we long for.” We are
glad he realises that this feeling
must of necessity precede any
concerted action for the reform
of the constitution, but one
looks in vain for any indica-
tion, either in his speech or in
the Chairman’s comments on
the same, that any attempt 1is
likely to be made in the im-
mediate future to implement
these laudable "aspirations to-
wards unity. The Chairman
even gloried over his own con-
tribution to the lamentable
fiasco in which the last instal-
ment of reforms has ended. The
Ministers and their supporters
may rest assured that the
Tamils need no laboured argu-
ments, or an undue emphasis
on the danger fromn foreign in-
terests, to convince them that
the present Constitution has
defects or that these defects
must be remedied. What is,
and has ever been, want-
ing is _any gesture Dby
cur Singhalese friends of
friendship and regard for their
Tamil ‘‘brothers”. On the
other hand, their attitude bas
been one of unrelenting hosti-
lity and even contempt to-
wards the Tamils. It is hard-
ly necessary to say that, in an
atmosphere like this, the
Tamils cannot, in the nature of
things, feel any enthusiasm for
the task of pulling the Singha-
lese chestnuts out of the fire.

We have repeatedly urged
in these columns that the
first thing to be done in the
present circumstances is to see
that the Tamils are fully re-
presented on the Board of
Ministers. We are not asking
for it as a favour; we demand
it as a right. We would warn
the Singhalese leaders that the
position is not enbirely one of
stalemate, and request them,
in the name of common pru-
dence, before it is too late, to
nndo the great wrong that has
been done to the Tamils in
this respect, if the Tamils are
to co-operate with them as
desired by DMr. Senanayake.
The Chairman’s explanation
that the Tamils were not in-
cluded in the Ministry for the
simple reason that they would
have obstructed the demand
for the reform of the Consti-

tution is not very .convineing.
Where, in the name of com-
mon sense, was the necessity
to impose on the Ministers
uniformity of political belief?
‘Why should the Ministers as
such fake it upon themselves
to ask for reforms ? Mr. Sena-
nayake complained that he
could not agree with Mr. Pon-
nambalam. There is nothing
to show that he agreed with
any other Tamil member or
representative of the minorities.
All  the available evidence
points to a growing split
amongst the Ministers them-
selves. We wish to assure Mr-
Senanayake that any two
Tamil representatives on the
Board of Ministers would have
been a far better alternative to
the cut-throat politics of Mr.
Bandaranaike,

TAMIL SONG MOVEMENT

We are glad to find that a move-
ment is gaining ground in Tamil-
nad, South India, to encourage the
composition and singing of songs
in Tamil, the mother tongue of the
people. There can be no sensible
objection, on any couceivab'e
grounds, to a movement like this.
But it is surprising to note that
there are sorne who see anti-cultural
tendencles in this cultural move-
ment and raise their hands in holy

horror that Carnatic music is in
danger» The leaders of this move

menf, it is perhaps not realised by
these critics, do not propese to change
the system of Carnatic music but
to enrich it and the Tamil language
by encouraging singing and compe-
sition of Tawil songs set to high
class Carnatic music. But to these
critics language does not count in
music. We have been wondering
for long how a Tamil audience can
understand and appreciate a song
in Telugu or aoy other language
which they do not understand. The
contention of those who see red in
the movement is that what matters
in a song is the music in it and not
so much its content. Raja Sir Aa-
namalai Chettiar, one of the pillars
of this new movement which he has
encouraged by his munificient bene-
facticns, has effectively met these
objections in a spesch at the Tawil
Music Conference heid at Devakottai
last week, He establishes that lan-
guage is essential to music and that
must be & language which the hear-
ers anderstand. “Music”’, he says

us, for some time at least, to forget

The pauvcity songs
Tawil set to music is also urged as
an argument against this ‘“anti-
eultural” movement. One of the
laudable purposes of the movement,
is the, remedying also of this so-
called defect. If there is a demand
for high class musical compositions
in Tamil, Tawilnad is not =0
‘barren of talent as nobt to supply

this want. We are unable to
understand  why  this  cultural
movement should be looked upon
with  suspicion and regarded

as anti-cultural. 'The Tamil song
movement is, however, making head-
way and gaining strength daily. It
is bound to bring about a renaissan-
ce in Tamilnad. We hope Jaffna
will contribute her mite to this cul-

tural revival.

In Defence of Farming as a
Career

e

Let us Not Worship False
Gods!

Role of Agriculture

MAL'Y of us know what agri-

culture is; but do we know
what sort of role it is that agri-
culture should properly play in
our national! life? Most of us
Ceylonese do not know the answer,
Should agriculture exist primarily
to satisfy the elementary wants
of man? Or, isit to be regarded
as a reservoir of national vitality
and strength? I am inclined to
think that both conceptions fused
into one ought to represent the
role of agriculture in our naticnal
life. In England the former con-
ception prevails.  But, in many
countries in Europe and America
the
In other words, agriculture is re-
garded as an integral part in the
nation’s life—indeed as the very
backbone ot that life.

Past and Present
is often stated that the rapid

IT

advancement of science has
opened a new path for agriculture.
No doubt it has. Agriculture in
the primitive phase differs much
from the medern. Farming in the
days of our grandfathers and great-
grandfathers was a slow, cumber-
some affair. Discoveries in agri-
cultural engineering have replaced
animal and manual labour by
machinery. They -have enabled
the present generation to think of
farming, not in terms of lach-
chams, but in terms of acres. In
the past, farming on a large scale
was econcmically impracticable.
Again, though thé fundamental
principles of cultivation are the
same, the application of these
principles has now been revolu-
tionised. Chemistry and agro-
biology have enabled the present
generation of farmers to use arti-
ficial fertilizers ¢n an unpreceden-
ted scale. In the good old days
a farmer was unable to manure a
[arge area because all the cattle
dung and other organic matter he
could collect was not sufficient for
the purpose. The rapid progress
of modern science in this respect
has, however, made it possible for
the modern farmer to meet this

“is not intended only to | difficulty. Again, the vital ques-
please the senses, It has [tion of labour has been solved.
a spiritual purpose also. It helps The use of machinery and labour-

saving implements has dispensed
with the need for a large labour

the world and to think of God.”
of good in force. In short, the present era,

which is sometimes referred to as
the period of the second agricul-
tural revolution, for the first time
in history makes farming on a
larger and more economic scale
possible. These, however, are not
the only benefits that have accrued
to the modern farmer from science
and machinery.
given farming a new aspect; farm-
ing is no longer a drudgery now.
It has been made pleasant and
attractive in addition to its being
made a paying one,

Ceylon and Agriculture

CEYLON’S staple food is rice.
She is able to produce
only a negligible quantity of paddy

latter makes a wide appeal.

The latter have].

o T By .
: 0o H, Rudra$ingam
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lto supply her ewn wants, which
are met by India and langoon,
Other commodities, such as, on-
ions, chillies etc, . are imported to
a great extent from these countries,
Thus it will be seen that Ceylon is
very far from self-sufficiency in this
respect. Is there any possibility of
making the island independent of
India and Burma in regard to its
supply of foodstuffs? The answer
is “Yes". Then the questicn arises:
what bas been done in this direc-
tion? Of course, we know some-
thing is being done by the Govern-
| ment for the advancement of agri-
culture; but the effort is not much.
Ceylon is ignorant of the methods
of modern farming: The Ceylonese
farmer is tied hard and foot to his
traditional wooden plough and his
Ip:n.n'!c.f buffaloes. He s so very
much steeped in superstition and
prejudice that he has a particular
aversion towards the introduction
of modern implements and me-
thods, He sees in anything new,
such as the use of new implements,
the attempt to use the pony for pur-
poses of cultivation, the precursor
of evil, This prejudice has been
brought about by, his being assoc
iated with the wooden plough for so
long a time and on account of his
ignorance and utter lack of any-
thing like education. Nobody s
there to enlighlen him on the ad-
vantages that would be his if he
were willing td forego his tradition-
al style of farming. Even #f there
were such presons, as one is led to
expect by the reports of the De-
partment of Agriculture, his faith
1in the old things is so great that he
cannot be easily shsken in his re-
solve to stick to these things. 1
do not say that all the farmers in
the island are such, but undoubted-
ly more than ninety per-cent. of
the farming population of the is=
land are. One even fee's at times
that ail this faith in the wooden
plough is due, not so much to ig-
norance, as to a species of mulish,
unthinking obstinacy  which is
wrongly called conservatism, Be
this as it may, the fact remains
that the average Ceylonese farmer
canaot understand the new techni-
que which alone can save us.
Thus we find that we have to turn
to the younger generation of edu-
caled men and women for the
progress of agriculture in Ceylon.
But here too we are confronted
wsth difficulties:

<
i

The Younger Generation

WH

Y I say that we have to
turn to the youth of the land
for the development of agriculture
is because the younger generation
is better educated; they have a
broader outlook on life and re-
ceptive minds not hampered by
traditions, prejudices and super-
stition, What are the difficulties
in the way? The younger genera-
tion, with all these advantages, is
not landminded, The reason is

Continued on page 5
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the atmosphere in which it is
living. Many agricultural enthu-
siasts have dwelt on the fact that
a negligible proportion of our
young men are nuw employed in
agriculture. This indeed indicates
an unnatural state of things and
a very great peril to the well-being
of the country, Even though the
younger generation is educated,
the sort of education it has received
makes it steer clear of agricultural
pursuits. This inclination,
rather disinclinﬂation, 13 the result
not merely of the kind of educa-
tion youth has reczived but also
of circumstances inseparable from
the present transitional stage of
our civilisation. As I have stated
before, from one particular point
of view, agriculture is largely con-
cerned with the elementary wants
of man. When man's energies
were necessarily devoted to the
satisfaction of these elementary
wants, we found a majority of
people engaged in agricultural pur-
suits. But as time flies and man'’s
power over nature increases, he is
able to satisfy his elementary wants
with a smaller expenditure of
. energy. As specialisation proceeds,
a larger proportion of our people
are withdrawn from agriculture
and engage In commercial and in-
dustrial pursuits. A decline in

or |

the proportion of the people engaged
in agriculture is thus an inevi-
table concomitant of national pro-
gress. This is what has happened
and is happening in Ceylon; the
youth of the land is mostly in non-
agricultural pursuits. But I have
so far stated only some of the
reasons for this state of things. In
my opinion, the more potent rea-
son is that something which has
entered the brains of our youth and
drawn a film over its eyes: [ call
|it pride,

False Pride

OUK forefathers were farmers to

the very marrow, They tock
pride in being farmners. The suc-
ceeding generations, with the ad-
vent of British rule, found Govern-
ment service very lucrative, A
process of educational manufacture
then began and it has not stopped.
The demand for Government posts
and the inclination towards the
professions were so pronounced
that the inevitable has occurred.
The Government posts were filled
to cverflowing and the legal and
medical professions were glutted
to such an extent that the young
men found themselves at a loose
end fer their means of livelihood.
The parents ought to have fore-
seen the coming crash, but they

did not. Instead
to worship the false god of posi-
tion and privilege and hard cash
They continued to send their sons
to educational institutions, if these
can be so called, to gather what
they were pleased to call “know-
ledge”. The young people, lulled
into a false sense of security and
blissfully ignorant of their impend-
ing fate, pursued their studies with
great diligence and acquired the
necessary academic qualifications,
only to find that there was nothing
for them to do, ltis a pity that
so much energy was wasted for

nothing, In this perilous situation
what do they do? What ought|
they to do? There may be no|

jobs, but there is always the cla-
rion call of mother earth. Bat,
our young Matriculates are pre-
pared to enter Government service
even as peons but they are noi
as yet quite prepared to go back
to the land. If this is not a false
sense of pride, I don’t know what 1s,

Question of Dignity

Why is it considered beneath

an educated young man's
dignity to be a farmer? Dcaes his
dignity in fact suffer by taking
farming as a career? Certainly nol.
I am mysgelf a young man of some

n
a

education following that vocation. |

I am yet to learn that my dignity

they contirued | kas suffered by reason of my occu-

sation. Farming is the anly voca-
'}

tion that satisfies, as I have =aid,
wan’s elementary and  urgent
wants, DBut it does more, It gives

you a sense of freedom and utter
independence which nothing else
can give. Think for a moment you
are in a dingy office, copying away
for all you are worth, for a niere

pittance of, say, Rs. 40. ameonth,
and compare the pity of it, and
the humiliation of it, with life in

the open, master under God of
your own fate. Think you dre the
owner of a hundred acres of land,
with no one to keep you glued
your '

| %]

o e fmin T
desk, and

month, Is this below on
ty? What is there a
farmer f ind

in any sc
minded?
ty? Does

farming prevent one
from wearifdz one’s trousers or bla-

zar it that does good? I
necd not answer these ‘-i iestions,
A little deliberation will provide
the correct answer. A larg
number of ths American million-
aires and of the peers of England

are {armers. The geatrv in - most

any

countries are largely composed of
farmers, This is ths verd af
Western Civilisation on the situa-

tion that has arisen in Ceylon.

Protest Against Indo-
Ceylon Agreement

Continued from page 2
ployment was becoming acute. But
what had our own peopie done? he
asked, According to the Agree-
ment every Indian in Ceylon would
become a Cevlonese in a pumber
of years:

He could not say the Agreement
- would not be accepted by the State
Councile There they bad a way of
doing things indirectly. As every-
where else there were loop ho'es in

the State Council also. There
were men among State Councillors

who did things by indirect inetheds,
Main Issue

Mr, A, Godamune proposed the
following resolution: *‘This west-
ing of the permanent inbabitants of
the Kandy district consisting of all
commuaities protest against the ob-
jectionable provisions of the Indo-
Ceylon Agreewent.”  This was se-‘i
conded by Mr. A. S Lebbe.

Mr, Godamune, in proposing the|
resolution, said that the principle of |
accepting as Ceylon citizans 9
lakhs of Indians had been definite-
ly agreed upon in the Agreement.
It was a breach of the Kandyan
Convention of 1815, Iivery effort
he said, had beea made to hide this
main issue. Though provision was
made to take these Indians in Dby
stages by domicile of origin, by do-
micile of choice and by permanent
settlement certificates, the glaring
fact remained that they wili become
after a number of years Ceylon
citizens with rights to land, rights
to Government tervice aod to
everything including Village Com-
mittees.

It was underoocratic for the
Ministries to try to rush this
through the State Council. Every

man should be given an opportunity
as in India. There the Central

accept the Agreement for considera-
tion.
they wanted to accept it next week.
Was this fair by the people and by
the country’ he asked.

A Commitiee Appointed

Among other speakers, DMr.
Francis de Zoysa, K. €., said that
1t was necessary that they should
excercise a great deal of care in
considering  the  Agreement, It
should not be brought before the
State Council too scon.

Other spcakers were: Messrs, J.
Kuruppu, M, 3 C, 5. A. Deiris, W.
D. Perera, I G. Perera and N.
Buddhadasa

A resolution was propesed ap-
pointing a Committee "o take the
necessary steps to  safeguard the in-
terests of the pertnanent inhabi-
tants of the District.”

Mr. Ranarajili, speaking
the Chair, stressed the need
holding similar meetings all over
the Island and  creating public
opinlon against the accepiance of
the dralt Agreement

SHOPS ACT FOR
JAFFNA

A " correspondent writes:

The Miis'er for Lab ur
Industry and Comuwerce  has
decided to enforce the  Shops
Act in Jaffra and Nuwara
Eliya. He his given o ders
to abtain information regarding
th= clos ng hour in respect to these
two towns. I uvaderstand thatin
another few months’ time the two
owns will also com - under the
Shops Regu'ation Ocdinance.

from
for

No Increase in Price
of Matches

The Ixecutive Committee of
Labour, Todustry and Commerce
has decided against an increase of
the price of & box of matches from
two to three cents. The Committee
also decided to control the export of

Assembly mofion was merely to

gunny bags,

Here ia our State Council|

No Reforms In
Wartime

Message From

Whitehall

In the State Council on Tuesday
the Speaker read the following mes
sage from the Governor which His

Zxcellency had received from thel

Secretary of State for the Coloaies:-

“His Majssty's Government have
under further consideration the
qustion of constitutional reform in
Ceylon, The urgency and iwport-
ance of reform of the constitution
are ful'y recogrised by His Majesty's
Government, bat before taking de-
cisions upon the present proposals
for  reform, coacerniag which
there has  besn S0 lifitle
uoanimity, bnt which are ol
such importance to the well-being
of Ceylon, His Maj:sty’'s Govern-
went would desire that the position
should Dbe further etamined and
made the subjeci of farther eon-
sultation by weans of a commission
or conferenee.  Th's cannot be ar

ranged under war conditions, but
the matter will be taken up with

the least possible delay after the
‘Vaﬂ.‘-"

Farewell to Departing
Magistrate

Mr. W. Richard D. de Silva
and Miss Alles were entertained
at a farewell garden party by th:
m-mbers of the Point Pedro Town
Sports Club on the eve of his de-
parture on transfer to Gamp:a
The lawn by the side of the
sporis club was decorated beauti-
fully. Mr. Silva and Miss A'les
were garlanded on arrival and a
group photo was taken.

Mr. S. Pasupithy, Proctor,

JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE
OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

NOTIOE

8.00 a. m,

9.00 a, m. C t Matbeh (Old Boys
VS e 2

12.00 ' Noon Lunch by the Collegs,

2.00 p. 1, General DMest

3,00 p: 1r Volley Ball Mat Ol
Bovs vs, Colle

4,00 p. m. Group Photograg

2,00 p. m. Foothall Mateh and
Tennis (Old Bovs vs.
College.)

8,00 p. m, Dimnner *

,

*¥ The Dinner fee is Rs. 2/- per
head. Members will be permitied to
bring guests on an additional paymsnt
of Rs. 1/30 for each lady guest and
Rs. 2i-for each gentleman guest.

C. Vanniasingam,
Howy Secretary.

Jaifna,
12-10-"41L,

=

sp 'ke of the good qualities of the
Magistrate and wished him all
success in his new station.

Mr. P. Nadesan, coe of the
Joint S:cietaries of the Club,
spoke of the sterling qua ities of
Mrc. Silva a Jadical Officer
and made special re'erencs to the
fact that his judgosents gave much
salisfaction to the peauple. He
cocc'uled by making special re.
fercnce to the -spiendid, social
and philanthropic work done by
Mrs. Silva,

as

Mr., V. Kartigesu, Procter,
Theamaradchy, paid gliwing
tribufies to Mr., Slva for his

exceilent qualities and good vork
donsg, {Cor )
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Views of Ceylon Indian Congress

THE report of the Indo-Ceylon

Conference has caused kesn
disappointment to Indians in Cey-
lon, The conclusions embodied n
the report are haphazard and bared
on no principles. A statesmanlike
agreement would take account of a
future unification  between  the
countries and would not proceed on
the basis of a permanent separation.
‘While Ceylon is doubtless eatitled
to determine the composition of her
population for the futare, if is no
less clear that undertakings given of
fair and equal treatment to Indians
on the basis of which they immi-
grated have to be honounred and
that Indians already in Ceylon can-
not in any way be discriminated
against. The part of the Indian
population permanently settled in
the Island should have easy facilis
ties to establish full citizenship
rights—not have hindrances placed
in the way. Terms to be offered to
immigrant workers should be in con-
sonance with the civilizzd standards

of international conventions on
the subject. Judged by these

principles, the agreed conclusions
of the Delegations do grave injustice
to the claims of resideat Indians,
The terms held out to the futurs
immigrants are gravely prejudicial
to their interests and derogatory to
the honour of India,

Question of Status

On the question of the status of
resident Indians, far from doing
away with the wvague and illusory
theories of domicile of orizia and
dowicile of choice, the report seeks
to perpetuate them. The major
part of the Indian population who
have a permanent iuteresi in the
Island are illiterate estate workers
and to ask that they should go and
establish in a Court according to
the standards of English Law that
they possess domiwile of choice, is
little short of a mockery. It were
more straightforward to tell them
that it is not proposed to admit
them to any kind of rights—be their
claims what they may.

QOne would expect that domi-
cile of choice established so

On The Indi

an Question

The following statement

has been issued by the

Ceylon Indian Congress:-

elaborately would bring with it per-
fect equality with the permauent
population.  Not so. There woul

still be disabilities in matters of
service under Government, coloai-
sation of land and fishing rights.
Bven if the whole of the seven lacs
of Indian estate population were to
establish their domicile of choice,
they would still be homeless and
villageless when the estate Supetin-
tendents turn them out of the linss,

Another Difficulty

The acquiring of a certificate of
permanent settlement is to be made
many times more difficult than
what it is at present, with the peri-
od of residence extended from five
to saven years, A person of Indian
descent will have to produze elabo-
rate proof that he 1s living with his
tawily in Ceylon, has a means of
livebhood in Ceylon and has to re-
nounce claius to special rights if
any—all to enable him to acquire a
vote exercised ordinarily once in
5 years and that in & land where
aduls franchise prevails and every
person walking the streets has a
vote.

The difficnlt procedure attach-
ed to proving domicile of
choice and the wutter inabi-
lity of the workers to adapt
themselves . to it will have the
inevitable effect of making them
seek cerfificates of permauent set-
tletwent. By  implication, they
would be branded for ever as
citizens of an inferior order. The
status of even their children would
be no better and they will bave to
take certilicates of permanent set
tlement again with all its limila-
tions,

Non-Resident Persons

Persons who do not have a re-
sideace in Ceylon of over three

years on the date oi the Agreewment
can never gacquire even the right
of vote unless they can establish
literacy and property qualification
or establish that they come under
the category of A class entrants
uander the new Immigration Ordi-
nance and have acquired domicile
of choice: Their very right of re-
entry into Ceylon is abolished in
most ecases and very severely res-
tricted in others tying them down
to employment under one master.
It would be difficult to find justifi-
cation for the freatment meted out
to this class of people,

In regard to future immi-
grant workers, fthey would come
under  quotas and subject to

the Immigration Ordinance and
there appears to be no question of
their acquiring any rights in  the Is-
land whatever the length of their
stay. It is not clear from the re-
port whether India has or has not
reserved her rigbts oot to allow eni-
gration under these terms. Hmi-
gration under these terms would
reduce workers to obnoxious inden-
ture eonditions of whica India has
had experience in the Colonies.

Powers One-Sided

The agreed conclusions give the
Government of Ceylen complete
powers to control future inimigration

and to impose quotas in regard
thereto.  Under the circumnstances,

it is difficult to understand the ob-
ject of imposition of internal quotas.
[nternal quotas and classification of
resident Indians inbo numerouns
classes subject to varying degrees of
disabilities under such quotas will
in administrative practice prove to
be a source of severe harasstent for
which there is absolutely no justi-
fication.,

While all along it was denied that

there was uny legislation discrimina-
ting against Indians Part IV (3) of
the report adinits discrimination and
proposes to perpetuate instead of
remiove if.

A Helot Class

In short the agreed cooclusions
if given effect to would ereate in
Ceylon a helot class of Indians as
bondsmen under the same employ-
went, divide the Indian population
into numerous categories with vary-
ing degrees of disabilities imposad
on them, convert a large class of
persons really possessing domicile
of choice and even their descendants
into an inferior class of permanent
settlers and impose upjustifiable res-
trictions on employment and re-en-
try ignoriog altogether definite un-
dertakings extended in the past and
rendering their position much worse
than what it is at present

1t is feared that the Indian dele=
gation in their anXiety to arrvive at
a settlement gave up practically
completely the position they had
taken up during the Dealhi discuos.
sions, They thea considered that
full citizenship rights shocld be
conferred oo all Indians who could
furnish proof of five years' residence
aod of permanent interest in the
Island, both tests to be satisfied by
some seb of easily a=certainable facts.
Persons with less than 5 years’ resie
dence on the prescribed date wou!d
on fulfilment of  such requirement
and of tests that may be laid down
of a permanent interest in the iss
land, acquire domicile of choice and
be on an equal footing with thoss
possessing the qualifications on the
prescribed date. Esception was
wade only in regard to service under
Government and in regard to colo-
nisation of lands already mapped
out. DBut such exceptions were not
to apply to children of the class of
persons described and children to be
entitled to full citizenship rights on
a footing of absolute equality with
the rest of the population of the
Island. The vast difference bet-
ween the position taken up at Delhi
and that as envisaged by the agreed
conclusions is easier to imagine than
to describe.

Minister Opens Coir and Twine Factory | Public Meeting of Ratepavyers

Continued from page 3

')

songs sung by Miss 8. Ranjitham.

Mr. Senanayake in his address
sai¢ that he was agreeably sur
prised at the wonderful achieve-
ments of the Lieague. Work of
that nature contributed for unity, as
the diversion of the youth  in in-
dustrial and agricultural channe's
would lessen the disanien created
by an unhealthy competition for
posts in the public service. There
was a talk of communal discord but
in truth there was no such differ-
ence between the Tamils and Sinha-
leses In their hearts both races
had a genuine love for each other.
The political differences were oaly
temporary. The Hindus in Jaffna
had given one of their temple
lands for erecting a DBuddhist tem-
ple. ‘Lhe Buddhists in turn have
Hindu dieties ia their Viharas,
The difference was due to lack of
economic independence. The de-
sire of the people to be servants
under the Government created all
the trouble., The wealthy and the
clever young men in the villages
became teachers and were attracted
by other paid posts, and the best
awong bthen were not inclined to

care for the economic improvement
of the people. **When I go to
Colombe I will tell Mr, Corea of
the great work done by you.
Though I am old I fee' young and
I like tc work with  youngsters
like you Nothing will be so
useful as the starting of eottage in-
dustries on decentralized basis as it
happens in Japan It is encourag
ing to see the League manufactur-
ing Paper, Ink, Coir and Twine
goods and Scap. It should not
stop with these but should stars
other industries also to make the
people become more usefu! and not
somebody’s servants. We will be
then one people. I am ready to
give the League all help.”

Mr. Vethaparanam, the Sesretary
of the North Ceylon Rural Regons-
truction Society, p'aced before Mr
Senanayake some of Jaffna’s pres
s'ng needs.

A vote of thanks was proposed by
Miss. D, Nesaratnaw, the Vice pre-
sident of the T.eague, and was
seconded by Mr 35, Senathirajah.

The proceedings ended with a
National Aathem sung in Sinha'ese
by Mr. K, Nadarajah, the Spinniog
expert, which was very much appre-
ciated by the Minister. (Cor.)

Continued from page 2

therefore this meeting censures such
actica. Hurther it appeals to those
members to abide by their pledges
and to performn their duties cons-
cientionsly by insisting on the care-
ful espenditure of the funds pro-
vided by the poor rate-payers

Tins meeting appeals to the
Urban Council that in the matter
ot erecting new latrines (a) That
those who are poor and those whose
habitations are inadequate be not
harassed and compelled to build
latrines (b) That public latrines be
provided in congested areas [e. g.
Passayur, Karaiyoor, Navantural
ete.] (e) That as the order to demo
lish old iatrines and provide latrines
of the new fype in these days of
greab stress, causes unto'd hardship
on tany people, such orders be not
sent te the rate-payers till times
impzrove,

This meeting severly censures the
Urban Couneci! for having allowed
the cinema shows to continue as of
oid after 10 p. m, in spite of the
fact that it had decided in two meet-
ings of the Council to restrict the
shows to 10 p. m,; further in that
the Council had gone back on ils

original decision 10 days after it had
decided and allowed the cinema
ghows to be exhibited after 10 p. m,
till the end of December 1941,
That such permission be not granted
any more as from Jannary 1942,
This meeting humbly requests
the m=mbers of the State Council
and the Ministry of Ilealth (a) to
have the Anti-Tuberculesis Hospital
ia Jafina established in a place 'syig-
able for it, vather than have it where
it is now, as 1t is situated in a thick-
ly populated quarter of the town (b)
Lo make suifable extension to the
present wards for Liyingsin, in the
Jaffna Hospital, as they are altoge-
ther inadequate
. The meeting prays His Hxcellen.
cy the Governor, the State Council
and the other authorities concerned
bhat the Hesolution passed by ihe
Jaftna Urban Council to the efect
that an amusement tax be levied
frodi cinemas and other like amuses
ments be nade intc a law. The
subject has already been introduced
into the State Council, and when i
becoines law it may be applied by
those local Uouncils in the island
that way think it feasible to be ine
troduced into their respective arsas.
(Cor)
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THE ELEMENTS OF SAIVA
SIDDHANTAM

SIDDHIYAR—AN INTRODUCTION

( By @ Science Graduate )
V1. ‘Sadanas’ or Religious Practices
(Continued from our igsue of 27-—10—41)

One of the safest and surest means of attaining Godhead is
Bhakti or Aopu, the practice of Love,—love to God, love to His de-
votees and love to His creatures. Iandeed, none of the innumerable
Sadanas or religious practices prescribed in the different religions
will be of any avail unless accompanied with Love. No awmouant of
penance, s:lf-torture or asceticism will b2 of any use if it is not ac-
companied with Bhakti or Love, We read in Tirumantiram:

eoaQu alpsrl @apséR P58 0L
QuraaQuep sara¥p Quriflu e gnSays
aadCur @R gsw Feoyw arisssr
erer Quirar wesltillor eTiis s s,

Even if people practice religious austerities to the extent of of-
fering slices of their own flzsh as oblation and roast and fry the
same in fire with their bones as fusl, it is impossible to reach
our precious Gem (Siva Perumin) except to those whose hearts
are mellowed and melt with Love,

Now what is this Bhakti or Love? Navalar in his Saiva-Vinavi-

dai written for the use of small children gives a very simple definition: |,

qEute 9i— eFuBi s 50C01® Qe iif e wrrid pusy Gefwrr
dawarafl_gGs Bsqpdp edar GsFpsRurd, (Anpu or Liove is the
affection or softening of the heart towards those who are near and
dear to one). He thea proceeds to shew how Goi is the nearest and
dearest friend that we possess, a greater bznefactor to us thaa our
own selves, not to speak of father, mother or anybody else. Here
it would be as well to bear in mind the Dsvara hymn:

aaafla urgo carss Galurd 5k
eramefl gy Baflures pmad oo

s garler auifouridd Yype@urs & Yse
e gpaCer digw Pawiui GzQar,

Dearer to me than ms thare’s none,
Dearer to me than me there’s One,
Like breath in me moves Hz in out
Iaoumber’s Lord He dwells in mes

How to foster up this Love is thus described in Saiva-Vinavidai:

ueisarr@u soapnu QIiseruslrys, shwol uifss uisdslla G
semr i aleryd, usuSurdu Rabugwi gy sw Bwisswasbryb, o8 5%y
Quily Pa@uguier o s g%y Fhw swiGsvars Grald aaf adp gure
erér g ausfiézn QU &@lesr iy s, @adoaldsr gmis Cirgda an
agdge e o wai Jpi poaGY fwig BN @esuys Focwy s B
Piss Rifds swiz HéRaQ@uuurall_sfa oy  abrys Ao easy
way to keep up this constant thouzht of the Lord coasistis in repeat-
edly singing the sacred songs of D:varam and Tiruvachagam with
rapt attention, S@aTESEEN e.pITs0i SHATFSS Fe e@sri, so goes
the popular saying. Even the hardest hearts must inevitably melt
“in the long run when these sacred hymns ace properly uttered.

The quality oi Love is such that the lover becomes completely
merged in the beloved. Whea you love another, when the love is
very intense, you completely lose all sense of yo_urself and the world
arouad you and think of nothing else but the object of vour love; for
all intents and purposes, the world has ceased to exist before you; youn
yourself have ceased to exist; nay, you ha»_'e become one wit.h the ob.
ject of your love. When the child is sick, what privations and
hardsbips the mother uadergoes! She will not consent to move even
an inch away from her child, she will not eat, she will not sleep, she
cares not for hunger or thirst or any of ber bodily wants, she cares
not for life itself, Such is the power of love. If such is terrestrial
love, how much mere grand must be this heavenly Love or Bhakti
that we are speaking ot! Every one knows the life of Kannappar,
the Veddah Saint. Ob! what a type of Bhakti hs envinced! What
an example of love for us idle twaddlers to foliow! Unaciviiised and
illiterate jungler that he was, how his heart sank to think that
his God lived in a lonely forest in the midst of wild beasts without
any one to protect or help Him or give Him food! And when he
first saw Kudumit Devar, how spoataneously he ran up and bugged
his Lord to his bosom, just in the same way that a young mother
would hug her child! He ate not, he slept not, he watched. He
could not recognise either his companions or his aged father or
mother and, what is more, he could not feei any pain in plucking out
his own eye. The fact is, he had lost himself, He had lost his
individuality, his ego. He had becoms transformed intoc Love it-
self. He had beceme absorbed in'o Godhead. Here, it would be
well to recall the words of Tirumooclar:

fyd Regpe Grew@ aarur ghalars
a6 Ou Farvra o wrgw sOSF

H0u Pawra g wign HAalre
S68Cu Bavwri guis s D@uurCr.

Love and God are, fools say, not ons,
Love and God they kanow not are oane,

— i

Love and God when men know are oune
As Love they merge in God as one,

The greateess of the Bhakti of Kaunappar has been conveyed
to the world by the words of Kndumit Dzvar: Sadgr sevewiul dage
somexriinl oTer gorye.. g Qarearps) Hdgy sewewdul asg Nakkirar says.
(Wait Kannappa, wail Kannappa, my darling child, wait Kannappal)
The great Manikkavachagar refers to his Bhakti and says: sewewlus
slus @f oy Gaaw sercls, oaan'usy a@ euld e loryd
ol Garswged. ., .., (after inding that there was no one to equal
Kannappar in love, my Father enslaved me aiso,—me than whom
thete is no one meore wundeserving.,.... )3 Uyyavantha Devar
quotes this in his Tirukkalittu Padiyar and says::

savsmiusE QUu s gf &y Beram & pamuTd
Sy T UL §OU S DT KLY 58 %00 S — s 00w Ju
Ao gise srarsBurt g5 Hoisl.p wip

a7 yyfue JETY TP A5

As Manikkavachagar has stated that there is none to equal
Kannappar's love, such love can only be knowa to Kannapper
and to the Lord of Kalatli and to nobody else.

The curicus may ask how it was that Kannappar, illiterate
woodman that he was and unacquainted with the Shastras, attained
to such a high state of Godliness without due preparation in ths
lower grades of the spiritual ladder. The reply lies in the Law
of Karma and rebirths. Says Arulnandi Devar ia his preface to the
Siva Gnana Siddhi:

usimen_ sppaiggre @srar Bl urwler s LgBuss =0
Gsrami-arg snlar gru sBdafla Qsiglus witdad
s gra gl AR scgllnaial s Bra
yewflsgsnen Crme ufiBlard ysald o hapie,

Baints born God-loving through deeds of yore
Are blessed by God with God's realms pure,
For men, for books for God with yearning,
The way to God that leads we sing.

Kannappar then must have passed all the lower stages in his
previous births, In Tiru-Kalatti-Puranam we are told that Kan-
nappas in his previous birth was no other than the great devotee
Arjunan, The great Sangam poet Nkkirar too alludes to his former
birth in one of his poems. Says he:

arwera o aas eulGuri fsulard Gursa
KT HTb e NED pas peLwIT—FTd sLiEE 0
ST HPLIris srarj?? Sjparenr s
Fem  garar Quppawuryn Gedr g,

Who is there equal in Tapas to Arjunan the warrior with the
car? He had the rare privilege to tooch the person of the Liord
of Kalatti whom it is difficult for others to know,

Readers of the Maha Bharata know what sort of a . person
Arjonan was, A model Kshatriya he was, a modal protector of
his people, a model warrior; a model father be was, a mode! husband,
a model brother and a model friend; a model disciple he was and
true, s real Bhaktan, a great Gnani, The story goes that when
Arjunan was engaged in deep meditation on the Lord, performing
Tapas, a Dhanavan, on the instigation of Dhuriyodanan, appear-
ed on the scene in the gaisz of a wild boar intent on killing Arjn-
nan, Seeiog this, the Liord, the Friend of the meek and the bumble
and the Servant of His servants, hastzosd to the resenz of His de-
votee in the guise of a Veddah (huater) with his retinue The boar
was shot dead, but not until Arjunan had been disturbed from his
Tapas (by the cla nour of the haanters, the barking of their dogs ahd
the snorting of the boar) and had aimed an arrow himself, A
wordy warfare enzu=d ag to who killed the animal, which ultimately
led to blows. Having received a severa thrashing with the bow and
engaged in a hand to hand fight, the Krathan (huater) huarled the
king up into the air, Nothing discomfited by the fall, Arjunan
returoed to the fray, when, lo! there was no Krathan to be seen,
All was quiet and there was not a soul stirring in the
wilderness, The Lord is then said to bave appeared to Arjunan,
who asked for the boon of Moksham., But it  was not to be.
Arjuna’s time had not yet come. Here on Larth, unrighteousness
was reigning supreme and virtue was hiding its head in caves and
tores's. Arjunan must live on earth to see the Great War through.
So, it was decreed that he should for the time being be satisfied with
lesscr boons and that in his next birth, that of a Veddah, (he having
despised and chastised the Lord in the girb of a Veddah) he should
be received inta Bliss without much ado, (To be continued)

leaves bebind him his wife, three
sons, one of them is Mr, Renga-
nathalingam of Oustoms Trade
MR, M. AYATHURAIL Registry, Kuala Lumpur and three

_ daughters. He was the brother
of Mr, M. Chelliah, F. M, S. Pen.
sioner, Mr, M, Veerasiogam, F,M,
8. Pensioner and Mr. M, Rasiah
of High Bchool, Klangs The

Obituary

The death occurred at Urum-
parai on Thursday 2Z3rd October
1941 of Mr. M. Ayathurai F,M.S.
Pc.nslio'ner in his 57th year a_fter | faneral took place the same even-
brief illaess. The deceased Was|ing and was wail attended, The
Head Overscer, Kajang, and re |remains were cremated at the
turned to Jaffua in May 1940, He Iruiam CUrematorium, {Cor)
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Chundikuli
Anti-Crime Society

Appeal for Co-operation

At a largely atiended public
meeling held under the auspices
of the above Society at the C. M.
S. Tamil School on the 8tk ins-
tant at 6 p.m. and piesided over
by Mr. Stephen Alphopsus, Pre-
sident, a lecture on ‘““the Police
and th: Public” was delivired by
Mr. 5. G, de Zoysa, A. 8, P,, N. P.

The Presideat in introducing
the lecturer said, that within the
short time of the arrival of Mr.
Zoyza at Jaffna, he has made
himself so well knowa as an ener-
getic and upright ofticial. There
was perhaps no necessity to intro-
duce him to th: audience. As
they all knew, he said, they were
considerably free from hooli-
ganism since Mr. Zoysa took up
the command of the local Po'ice
Force. This was admitted on all
hands and there was no necessity
for him to stress it, The Pre-
sident  hoped, that ere

Jaffna would present a clean

shest as far as crime was con-|:
an official of thel:

cerned, wilh
type of Mr. Zoysa,

Mre. Zoysa, rising amidst
plause, explained .at
duties of the Police and
Public., As the Dolice
their  servaunts was
duty to  help the

it

and co-operate with the Police in|:

He

me-

the prevention of  crime.
condemned certain Polize
thods which disgraced
partment in the past and said
that the authorities were greatly
concerned in reforming them.
added that the people should b
taught not to protect
though they were their
and rela'ions.

Mr. G. W. Spencer, Advocate.
Mr.C. L. Selvaratnam, Proctor,
Revd. Muituvelu and Mr, M. S,
Kandiah made comments on the
lecture.

Chevalier Phi'ip Moses J. P.

long.

ap-|i
length the|:
the|:
were |}
~ their |
Police | :

the De-(:

He|:

offeniers |
fricnds|:

“KAYA KALPA”
SPECIFIC TREATMENT

For Rejuvenation, Impotency, Diabetes,
Rheumatism, Infantile Paralysis, Convulsion
Skin diseases & Leprosy.

% “MEHARAJA”

The Surest Specific for Urinal and Diabetic
Troubies at any stage

{Sugar, Albumen Sesdiment,
Acid, Excessive Urination]

NO DIETING, PRICE Rs,
{15 pays)

4 PER BOTTLE

This is what the Postmaster,
Chundikuli says:-

I have been using your medicine ‘‘Meha-
raja’ for diabetes for one month and I find
my urine is free {rom Sugar, 1 am greatly
obliged for the cure,

P. Nadarajah.
Consult, DR. K. T. MANGALAM
RAI.M.P.,(Madras®, M.S5.V.Ss Member
Chundikuli, Jaffna.

(O 82, 7=8=pa11-41]

...........................................................

600 YEARS OLD

is the formula of

“Nethraratna Thailaya”
: now prepared at a Rock Temple ;
by a Buddhist priest according

: to an ancient prescription i
: found in the ola book of a great :
physician. :

Nethraratna Thailaya
is & renowned

curative medicinal oil, 3
The regular use of this oil @
: effects a cure of the most common
1A
! instantly relieves eye strain, tired :
i eves, eyes affected with watering, :
i redness, irritation ete. It is speed- !

i diseases cof the eves and head,

i ily efficacious in cases of the infla- :
: mabion, congestion, ulceration of ;
: the eves or the eyelids, :
Tt is particalarly good for peo- :
i ple with misty and clouded visi- i
i tion, long and short sight ete. For
bales this oil will preserve :
¢ their eves from eye troubles. I i
i keops the head and the brain cool, :
: It also acts as a sedative fo the i
: over strung nerves. It is very :
i beneficial in cases of nasal catarrh :
i and neuralgia in the head. 3
i (N.B. This oil is guaranteed :
i to aid the growth of tbe hair.)

: ths

iresummnn

proposed a vote of thanks to the: _ ._,Pf'w“" _RS: 2-50.

lecturer and hoped that the ad-|: D’St’“""toi?" Amii

dress would be a forerunner of|: snéi‘_':sieBa";'{F? o
many more to follow in the in-|i....c. L s s -
terest of the public. (Cor )l [Q.115. 23-10-41~22-1-42,]
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THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established

1918)

BANKERS.

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made

SHARES -
of Re. 1/- per share

8000 shares of Rs. 100/- each.

Rs.
Rs.

800,000.00
134,367.00

75 monthly instalments
will earn Rs. 100/- for each at the

end of the period. Shares issued all times.

CURRENT ACCOUNTS opened

and interest allowed at 1%, per

annum on the average monthly balance when it does
not fall below Rs. 500/=.

FIXED DEPOSITS received for

and interest allowed at 1, 2,

DRAFTS

periods of 3, 6, 9 and 12 months
4 and 6 % respectively.

issued on the National and Imperial Banks to Colombo
and the Principal cities of India.

Remittances to and

from F. M. S. by special arrangements.
INDJAN MONEY Dbought and sold

LOANS

on the security of Jewels a speciality.

Interest charged

at 9% per annum (Part payments accepted.)

¢ For further particulars apply to

Y. 89 A, 21-11-40—20-11-41,

3. KANAGASABAI,
Shroft,

(s}

N. VAITILINGAM & (o,

BARDWARE MERCHANTS & BUILDING CONTRACTORS
COLOMBO & JAFFNA
Telephone No. 30. (Jaffna,)

We stock Japan, German, Danish, Italian and English cements.
We are Sole Distributors in Jaffna for Asano cement which is
a superior cement and well patronised by Government and
other local bodies in and out of Jaffna. As we get down these
cements direct from Europe and Japan we sell them at
surprisingly cheap price.

QUOTATIONS WILL BE GIVEN ON dPPLICATION
We Undertake Building Constructions of Steel Structures
Or any other Kind or Size

We have a good stock of roofing and plain sheets in
all sizes, Round iron, Barbed wire, Brassfittings, Paints, Varnishes,
Oils, Asbestos roofing, Ceiling, ete.

Head Office
88. Third Cross Street Colombo.

Phone No. 2210 (Colombo)
Y. 20. 1-4.41—31.3-42, _ (T)

= R B = Pt
% B E ST o
T I L ES
WEST MINISTER CHIMING WALL aXD BRACKET CLOCES
GR&‘\:DI‘uHLI\ C OCKS
& RADIO BL(FI\ ERS oo
%, et = T e ‘1.‘\(
gj:: BEST &
4
&o
STDCR]:D BY
{ EMMANUEL TIRUCHELVAM -
“TIRUCHELVAM BUILDINGS"
MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.
(DIRECT IMPORTER)
g o ¢
"REPAIRS TO RADIO SETS & CLOCES UNDERTAEEN
Charges Competitive.
}g‘ T'gram: Tiruchelvam T'phone: 52. 2%

\ A0 ——— = — ,k,_it\x\'k\'r\‘
L ~ R - XA R % K%

(Y. 23. 12.5-40 to 11-5.41.) ()

WELLAWATTE SPINNING
AND WEAVING MILLS’

CIlLLOTH'S

ARE NOW A HOUSEHOLD WORD IN
EVERY JAFFNA HOME

{ Once Tried — Always Liked
- We Manufacture Cloths of Every

Description
VATTEES - DRILLS
SHAWLS SUITINGS
SAREES TUSSORES
SARONGS SHIRTINGS
| CAMBOYS SHEETINGS
| TOWELS TICKINGS
| LONGCLOTHS TABLINGS
MULLS POPLINS
BEDSHEETS CASEMENTS
ETC. ETC. ETC.

CALL AT OUR
RETAIL DEPOT:

GRAND BAZAAR, JAFFNA
WELLAWATTE SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS

|
!

{Incorporated in India]
! The liability of members is luwted

e e -

Mis, 127. 14-11-40—

= —e—
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Printed, avd publizhed by 8. ADCUALNGAM, residing at Vannarponnai East,
jaffna for and on behali of the Proprietors, the Saiva Paripalana Sabal,

Jaifna, at ftheir Press, the Saiva Prakasa Press, Vannarponnai, Jafina,
on THURsDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1941,
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