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Céylonese Pioneers

........................ IBEI sesbisrmopeaieniie
Dr. P. T. Nathan

In a Broadcast Talk

------------------------------------------------------------

Ceylon and Singapore

Have been asked to give you
to-night a brief sketch about
the Ceylonese in Singapore.

Ceylon’s intimate connection
with Singapore dates from the
earliest days of British rule in
this island and the mainland
when the British Administra-
tors were unable to find really
educated Asiatics to help them
to govern and develop the
country, The local Govern-
ment had to appeal to educated
Ceylonese who bravely volun-
teered to do their share in
transforming Singapore and
Malaya, the land of marshes,
swamps, forests and sickness,
into a healthy and prosperous
land. The Ceylonese thus came
here as invited guests of the
local Government.

That the Ceylonese shouid
have learned the language of
the Eoglishman so quickly—
Ceylon became a British Colo-
ny only about 25 years before
the annexation of this island
by Sir Stamford Raffles—is a
testimony to his intelligence
and his ability to adapt him-
gelf to rapid changes. The
Premier British Colony, true
to its name, was one of the
first to learn English and hence
to appreciate the Hnglish sys-
tem of government which was
not entirely alien to the Cey-
lonese, whose island, it is claim-
ed, enjoyed a form of represen-
tative parliamentary govern-
ment as early as the tenth cen-
tury when Ceylon’s ancient
civilisation was in its prime.

The Pearl of the East

.CEYLON, valled in literature
the ‘‘Pearl of the FEast”,
and Sri Lanka in olden days,
lies in the Indian Ocean about
thirty to fifty miles away from
the southern extremity of In-
dia. The Ceylonese race of
about 5% millions is composed
ot the Singhalese, the Ceylon
Tamils, (referred to by many
Malayan administrators as Jaf-
fnese), the Muslims, the Bur-
ghers, and a few other minority
communities, The original in-
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A Tribute to

their Memory

habitants, known as Nagas and
Yakkas, cannot be fouud in the
island to-day. The Singhalese
and the Tamils, who form more
than half and one fourth of the
people respectively, went to the
island from TIadia over two
thousand years ago. They
took with them ancient India’s
great civilisation, culture and
religions. There are several
Hindu and Buddhist shrines,
palaces and temples in rains,
which are alone sufficient
proofs of the highly ecivilised
state of the Ceylonese several
cenburies ago. The Ceylonese
were also an independent mari-
time nation who sailed to
China, Japan, Java, Malaya,
Sumatra and other islands in
the Malayan Archipelago to
trade and to spread their
religious faiths. Several re-
ferences are made in the
historical records of China
and the Malayan Archipelago

when all along the becch there
were hundreds of bhoman
skulls"”, which belonged to the
victima of pirates, Ceylonese
surveyors, dogtors, civil engi-
neers and clerks responded to
the appeal of the local govern-~
ment which was faced with
the problem of developing this
marshy island.

Singapore and Malaya owe a
great deal to these Ceylonese
pioneers who braved the rough
waters of the Bay of DBengal
and the Indian Ocean in tiny
and untrustworthy sailing ves-
sels which brought them from
the Indian Port of Negapatam
to Singapore. It is not easy
for the present generation,
with its swift steamships, to
appreciate the difficulties which
these pioneers faced in their
dangerously long sea voyages.

Caylonese Pioneers

to their connection with the ) {
Ceylonese and to Ceylou’s T:E[E (,-eylorlese V\'Ol'ked 1n

great civilisation.

Ceylon, with 1ts wealth of
rubies, sapphires, gold and iron
and spices attracted in turp
the Portugese, the Dutch and
the British in the 16th, 17th
and 18th centuries. The Bri-
tish drove out the Dutech who
were tyrannical towards the
inhabitants regarding their re-
ligious faith in 1795 and ests-
blished their sbations on the
West Coast of Ceylon where
they were welcomed by the in-
habitants.

Under British Rule

NDER the British rule Cey-
lon has made rapid pro-
gress economically and poli-
tically, Rice, tea, coconuts,
cinnamon, tobacco and rubber
are extensively cultivated; and
there are over 2000 gem
quarries. Politically it en-
joys a large measure of self-
government.

Not very long after the
British annexation of Ceylon,
Sir Stamford Raffles, that illus-
trious empire builder, landed
in Singapore. At a time when,
according fo one writer, “No
mortal dared to pass through
the Straits of Singapore, and

every branch of the gov-
ernmenft service. There were
surveyors, draughtsmen, ins-
pectors, overseers, interpreters
and clerks. DBefore the amal-
gamafion of the Survey De-
partimment of the Straits Settle-
ments with that of the Fede-
rated Malay States, land sur-
veying in  this colony was
mainly in the bands of suor-
veyors recruited from Ceylon.
The post of Superintendent of
Surveys was held by Ceylon-
ese for o considerable period
then, The Municipality amd
the Harbour Board accepted
them eagerly. The Federated
Malay States railways is a
monnment to the able and
bard working Ceylonese who
once occupied almost all the
positiions in the Railway staff
from its inception in Malaysa
for a considerably long time.
There was a time when it
would have looked curious if
any other nationality was
found to be one of their num.
ber.
by these men and those in
charge of the permanent way
in the early days iu the oub-
lying malarial stations are nu-
merous. Thrilling stories of
berds of elephants attacking
railway stations in the night
are often told by seme of those

The hazards undergone

in Singapore

who had the fortune to face
such adventures. At a &Sime
when medical facilities wera
sgarce, these men and their
wives and children sacrificed
not a little ecomfort to assist
in developing this country.

Mining, planting and busi-
ness absorbed other Ceylonese,
some of whom became able
conductors of estates and pro-
minent jewellery and diamond
merchants. The Public Works
Department of Bingapore in
the early days was for a long
time in the hands of Ceylonese
overseers. Many stories of
dangers faced by them are told.
At times they even came
face to face with wild beasts
in the counrse of their dJaily
work, The Ceylonese have
also made their mark in the
teaching profession, and the
name of H. M. Hoisington is
gratefully and reverently re-
membered, not only by his
students, but by prominent eda-
cationisis of various races with
whom the Ceylonese have
always lived in perfect harmony.
Some of the other noted Cey-
lonese pioneers were Mr., M,
Vythilingam Pillai, who was in
the Muuicipal service as Chief
Inspector of Roads; Mr. Anna-
malay Pillai, Chief of the Sur-
vey Department of the Colony;
Mr. K. Sinnappa Pillai, the ear-
liest and leading Ceylonese
contractor; Mr. Gunatilaks,
who was Wharf Manager in ihe
Singapors Harbour Board, and
two of hiz daughters are now
in the Sfraits Settlements
Mediecal Service; Mr. V. Muru-
gasa Pillai, who was also Chief
Inspector of Roads and was the
father of Mr. M. V. Pillai, an
eminent local  barrister and
Munpicipal Commissioner; Mr.
K. Namasivayam Fillai, Inspec-
tor of Roads in the Municipal-
ity for a considerable period, a
nephew of Mr. V. MurugasaPil-
lai and an uncle of mine; Mr.
Justice Sproule, a judge of the
sSupreme Court; Dr., J. M,
Handy, M. 1), father of Dr. J.
T. P. Handy, who was one of
the first batch of doctors re-
cruited for service in Singapore;
Dr. Francis, Dr. Paulez, whose
decendents are also in promin=
enb positions; Dr. Gunatilaka,
younger brother of the above
mentioned Wharf Manager; Dr.
Arunasalam Pillai, who was one
of the foremnost successful pri-

Continued on page 6
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would have stultified itself if it
refused to pass the new Ordi-
nance, which was intended to
concede o the witnesses before

Defects of Indo-Ceylor;
Agreement
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INQUISITION OR TRIAL?

MANY WILL AGREE WITH
Mr. R. S. S. Gunawardene

when he said in the course of
the debate on the second read-
ing of the DBill introdaced to
supplement tbe provisions of
the Commissions of Inquiry
Ordinance that the appoint-
ment of the Bribery Commis-
sion was unfortunate, though
few would be disposed to en-
dorse his remark that the Com-
mission should never have been
appointed. The appointment of
the Commission, after charges
of bribery and corruption had
been made repeatedly against
members of the State Counecil,
cannot in any sense be con-
strued as an omen of good luck
either for the State Council or
for the people who elected it.
It is a grave, but in the circuim=

stances, munavoidable®  mis-
fortune. Ten years after the

introduction of the Donough-
more Constitution an attempt
is being made to submit the
sontewhat shabby results pro-
duced by this Constitution to
the test of a judicial inquiry
We do not agree, as some o0p-
ponents of the Bill urged in
the Council, that the Stafe
Council itself is on its trial in
the literal sense, but it is also
undoubtedly true that the find-
ings of the Commissioner will
have results more [ar-reaching
than the immediate consequen-
ces entailed by the inquiry to

careers of mere individuals.
Taking the inquiry and its in-
evitable implications  toge-

ther, it would be diflieult to
withhold a certaiu amount of
sympathy from those who,
after supporbing the motion
for the appointment of the
(Gommission, realised for fhe
first time that the verdict of
the Commissioner would be a
verdict, not merely on the
character and conduct of indi-
vidual members, but also on
the character and conduet of
the State Council as a whole.
Those who made this belated
discovery should not have
stopped here: they should have
also examined the other im-
plications of an adverse ver-
diet. They should have rea-
lised the bitter and unwelcome
truth that the electorate, equally
with its representatives, was
on its trial.  We are unable to
agree, however, that this is
a circumstance that should be
allowed to stand in the way of
_a judicial inquiry. Very serious
charges have been made. They
have been made often, and
members of the Council have
even been challenged to vindi-
cate their character and reputa-

the Commirsioner a  certain
measure of immunity from the
legal consequences of their
acts. One important conse-
quence, in ordinary circurns-
tances, of an admission by a
person that he gave or offered a
bribe, would be to render him
linble to be prosecuted for an
offence under the Penal Code;
another is the ecivil liability
for damages. The ordinance
was intended to remove these
disabilities, but it seems to us
that the speeches in the Coun-
cil did not discriminate, with
all the clearness needed, bet-
ween this aspeet of the matter
and the priuciple, or lack of
principle involved in allowing
witnesses to perjure themselves
in their anxiety to charge
State Councillors with bribery
and corraption. We are glad,
however, that the Council ac-
cepted Mr. Ponnambalam’s
amendment which enables the
Commissioner to deal with a
witness for perjury.

The State Council, however, was
gailty of an act of grave 1ojustice to
itzelf and the public when it re-
jected Mr. Aluwihare's awendinent
chat ““the provisions of the [lvidence
Ordinance shall apply o proceedings
batore the Commissicn as they apply
to proceedings before a Coart of law’ .
Weare nnable to appreciate theTiegal
Secretary’s contention thaf, if the
rules of evidence were to apply, the
position of the Commiissioner would
be hopelessly embarrassed in the
first stage when he was obtajaing
information.  The Liegal Secretary
seens to regard the Comuwmissioner
as an agent for criminal investiga-
tion, . and not as a judicial
officer charged with the duty
of receiving and inquiring info
ioformation laid against any wmem-
ber of the State Council. The
Liegal Secretary’s evasion of the real
issue was lost on the Counci lors
whose perceptions ace sharpened by
any move by the representatives of
minorities but who seem to take
a good many other things lor grant-
ed, Courts of law receive, daily,
information or complaint regard-
ing al'zged offences, but in all
inguiries and trials the rules
of evidance are strictly followed.
There really no renson
why the Commissioner should not

15

be subject fo the same law as the
Judges of the laud. Tt iz inconcei
vable that, in matters affecting the

character and reputation of elected
representatives of the people, the
law of ¢vidence, which is in itself
the result of centuries of British
legal tradition and which constitu-
tes one of the most etfect ve guaran-
tees provided by Bubish law against
the perversion of justice, shouid bLe
regarded by the Chief Law Officer
of the Crown as irrelevent and  un-
he'ptul. It 15 a pity that the Coun
cil did not appreciate fully the im-
plication o the position taken up
by the Liegal Secretary, who i5 evi-
dently under the impression that
what is on foot is an inquisition
and not an inquiry or trial in ac-
cordance with the rules of evidence,
It is fortunate, however, that the
Comumissioner is &  lawyer of
great integrity, ability, and experi-
ence, and we trust that he him-
self will see the absurdity
of trying to conduct an inquiry

tion in "a Court ofﬂ law. In tzh.ei
face of all this, the State Council

on the lines suggested by  the
Liegal Secrefary,

—D

Some Unsa
Provi

tisfactory
sions

—— P

Divergence of Opinion

HE draft Inde-Ceylon agreement
which has recently been pub-
lished is on the whole satisfactory
for Ceylon. The main principle
underlying the whole agrerment,
namely that Ceylon has the right te
control immigration into Ceylon, is
been

one that has accepted by
Nationalist opinien in India, But
in regard to several details, some

of which have yet to be worked
out, there was and is a wide diver-
gence of opinion.

In dizcussing the details of the|]

agreement we in Ceylon should bear
in mind that it is of vital Imwport-
ance to us toe have good relations
with our great neighbour especially
as the Ceylonese, whatever their
commaunity or religion, are them-
selves déscendants of Indians who

have settled in Ceylon in the
istant past. It is therefore neces-
sary that we should do nothing

that would hurt the honour cr
national self-respect of India and
we should also see to it that India
does not feel that we have struck!
an unconscionable bargain, because |

we fully koow that economic and |

social conditiens in India are such
that India would want her sons to
emigrate, however much they may |
be humiliated in the couniry into
which they migrate. Judged by these
standards one must confess that}
some terms gre either harsh ori
humiliating to the Indians. .

A Futile Provision

THE provision that propesals f{'_‘:l‘.‘

the imposition of quotas should |
be referred te the Government of
India for comment secures little or
nothing to the Indians. The
Government of India may protest
but still we may impose quotas:
Apart from this, a system of quotas
is objectionable in principle Either
we want Indians 1o Ceylon for a
certain type ol work or we do not
want them- If we want Indians,
the imposition of quotas prevents
the emplover from getting as many
Indian labourers as he wants, The
employer is compeiled to employ
other hands which are perhaps very
unsatisfactory from the employer’s
point of view. In this way, the
system of guotas inevitably leads
to inefficiency. But if the
Ceylonese labourer iz required to
cowpete openly with the Indian
labourer there is bound to be
greater efficiency both a.uong the
Ceylonese - and - the  Indians.
If on the oiher hand we do not
want Indians for any particulir
type of work, because our labour-
ers are sufficient for our needs both
numerically and in efficiency, then
we should rather exclude Indians
from that class of work altogethcr,
rather than give them a certain
quota depriving our men of work,

which  they may legitimately
expect to do. The system of
quotas is also humiliating to the

Indian labourer, who is reduced to
the position of a serf. Indian
labourers could come into Ceylon
only in numbers allowed by the

quota and only at such times as
we allow them to enter, They have

...................................................

Vannia Singam,
Advocate

little or no stake in the country
and are liable to be packed off
any moment we want to do
In fact by imposing a system
quotas we do not recognise the
personality of the Indian labourer,

The provisions relating to In-
dians who have not already com-
pleted at least five years in Ceylon

lso likely to offend Ind

Those already in Ce
lon have come into

5
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Ve
the Island
the expectaticn that existing stat
of affairs would continue and
are certainly entitled to
consideration and treatment
those who seek to enter Ceylon in
the future.

toey
WS
LETIET

Objectionable Feature

PERH-\PS the most objection-
able feature of the draft
agreement is the part dealing with
franchise. The provision that do-
micile of choice should be esta-
blished to the satisfaction of a
court iIs unnecessarily barsh and is
well nigh vnworkable, Of
have worked as re ing officers
or as their assistants k how
difficult it is to get an honest but
ignorant Indian labourer to answer
questions as to his age, length of
""" in Ceylon, the number of his
children, their age and so on. It
would be almost inpossible for
such a labourer to establish a domi-
cile of cheice in a court of law,
However cheap an action to esta-
blish a domicile of choice may be
made, it is extremely doubtful
whether the average labourer could
afford the expenses, in order to
secure his right to vote. Even if
he is willing to meet the expendi-
ture and he is otherwise legitimate-
ly entitled to get a certificate of
domicile of choice, he may still
fail because his ignorance would
prove an insurmountable barrier,

et

.
ers wno

le.

no
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A Political Question

‘HE provisions regarding qualifi-
cations for certificates of per-
manent settlement have al:o been
tightencd np rather too much,
From the normal period of five
vears, the requisite length of resi-
dence has been extended to seven
vears and if the applicant is a
bachelor the peried is further ex-
tended to make up a total of ten
yearss DBut new entrants would
however have no right of franchise
on this basis. The only way by
which a new entrant could acquire
the right to vote is by establishing
in a court of law that he has ac-
quired a Ceylon domicile of choice,
Indeed, the provisions in regard to
franchise lead one to suspect that
Ceylon regards the question of
Indian immigration more as a
political question than as an eco-
nomic one. Some criticism has
also been offered against the pro-
vision that Indians other than

Continued on page 5
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- Fasting as a Means of Purificai:ion
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Opinions of Indian Leaders
I wish to refer to the views expres-
ged by four prominent Indian
leaders on some important and cur-
rent topics for the purpose of assist-
ing ourselves in Ceylon. One of the
leaders is @ Muslim and the other
three are Hindus. Whatever opi-
nion we might have about the
individaals concerned, we have to
recognize the fact that they occupy
great places in modern India and
are playing a decisive part in mould-
ing its futare, I would like fo be-
gin with a statement issued by Mr.
Jinnah on the recent Ramazan
festival and his opinion on Fasting,
s matter dear to the hearfs of
Hindus from times immemorial. I
would, I trust, not be considered
too bold if I state that no religion
has recognised the efficacy of fasé-
ing so much as the Hindu religion.
Mr, Jinnah's friend, Mahatma
Gandhi, who is a Hindu of Hindus,
has himseli realized the value of
fasting as & great spiritusl and
moral force and has practised it on
many occasions for the purpose of
Fuarification, personal and national.
The recent fast “Kanthasishdi’’
(s4s#ase) through which many
Hindus in Ceylon, particularly
those in Jaffna, have gone, has
inspired me to advert fo Fasting
and to quote Blr. Jimnab's remarks
on the subject which are particular-
ly apposite. The two fasts, the
Ramazan and Kandasishdi cawe
practically one after the other.

Mr. Jinnah’s Views

MR. Jinnah's statement runs as
‘ollows:—

“The month of Ramzan is the
month of fasting, prayer, and com-
munion with God, It is in this

What HMinduism and Islam
Teach Us

month that the Holy Quran was
revealed. It is primarily & spiritual
discipline enjoined upon the Mus-
salmans but in the performance of
this duty its value in regard to the
moral discipline, and ifs social and
physical value, follows in no small
degree. It teaches you what hun-
ger means. It teaches you the
lesson that you should be prepared
for privation and to undergo a
hard trial in the performance of
duty, That lesson is repeated from
day to day for a whole month and
its exercise develops in no small
degree the moral, physical and
ethical side of life, It emables you
to feel that you are not a slave of
food or appetite but that you should
be its master. Its physical value
also cannof be underrated: for the
rest given to the digestive organs
of the body for the whole month
only gives them additional health
and strength, like the fallow ground
which by rest becomes more pro-
ductive. It is a scientific fact that
all organs of the body are so made
that rest only increases their capa-
city for work and the more rest the
digestive organs have the more
healthy is the physical growth of
man. Nor can its social value be
underrated.

What Islam Teaches

C¢TSLLAM lays great emphasis on

the social side of things, Every
day the rich and the poor, the great
and the small hving in a locality,
are brought together five times in a
day inh the mosque in terms of
perfect equality of manhood and
thereby the foundation of a healthy
social relationship is laid and esta-
blished through Prayer. Thea af the

end of Ramzan comes the New Moon,

the Crescent as a signal for a mass
gathering on the Id day again in
perfect eqnality of manhood, which
affects the entire Muslim wocld.

“"You have gone through the re-
gime and the discipline of Ramzan
for one whole month and now
comes the Id-ul-Fitr which means
recurring happiness, It is a day of
bappiness followed by the perform-
ance of duty in ovder to incaloulate
upon you and to show that the
true happiness lies in the success-
ful performance of duty.”

Virtues of Fasting

Many of us are aware to soms ex-
tent of the value of fasting but the
passage quoted from Mzr. Jinnah is
hard to beat in its smmmming up of
all the virtues of fasting in terse
English, The fact that some of us
may nof be in agreement wilh some
of his political views should not
stand in the way of appreciating the
intrinsic beauty of the statemesnt is-
gued by Mr. Jinnah and of the fine-
ness of the personality of theauthor.
The passage is worthy of a Mahat-
ma Ghandi or & Swami Vivekan-
anda, if I might say so with all ves-
pect to all the three personalities
concerned. ILast year on the same
oceasion ab the fermination of the
Bamzan festival My, Jinnah broad-
eash & message which was more or
lesg like a sermon coming from &
great Theologian or a Ciergyman,
The burden of bis message then as
now on the preseut occasion is that
te sacrifice ourselves in the perfor-
mance of our duty is the greatest
happiness that could fall fto a
maw's lot. This is the ceniral
theme of the Gits, In this cun-
nection, it is well to remember that

the purpose of fasting wili be great-

ly defeated if we break the fast by
taking luxurions food and do mnot
control our palate immediately after-
wards,

Mahatma Gandhi on Fasting

HAVING quoted Mr. Jinnah, on
fasting, let me quote Mahatma
Ghandi on the control of the palate,

“A man who wants to control his
animal passions easily does so if he
coatrols his palate. I fear this is
one of the most diffieult vows to
follow. Unless we are prepared to
rid ourselves of stimulating, heating,
and exeiting condiments, we shall
cartainly not be ahle to control the
over-abnndant, nnnecessary, and ex-
citing sfimulation of the animal
passions. If we do not do that, we
are likely to abuse the saored truss
of our bodies that has been given us,
and to become less than animals and
brutes, eating, drinking and indulg-
ing in passions which we share
with animals, DBut have you ever
seen a horse or cow indulging in the
abuse of the palate as we dof Do
you suppose that it is'a sign of civi-
lisation, a sign of real life, that we
should multiply our eatables so far
as we do not even know where we
are, and seek dishes until at last we
have become absolutely mad and run
after the newspaper sheets which
give us advertisements about these
dishes?"™

Fasting on required occasions and
perpetnal control of the palate are
both necessary and desirable from
the spiritmal, religious, moral and
physical point of view, One is
auxiliary to the other. 1 have quot-
ed two different personalities with
certain contrary political views and
from two different religious [aiths,
to remind ourselves about the unity
of Human Thought and of all Reli-
gions,

I reserve my further observations
for a later occasion owing to exi-
gencies of space,

Progress

Good Work

THE Hindu Board of Education

bas done another year's good
work during 1940. To.day there
are 108 institutions as compared
with 99 institutions which we had
at the time of the last report,

These institutions are located as
follows:—Delft 6, Pungundutiva 7,
Nainativa 2, Eluvaitiva 1, Lieyden
7, Karainagar 3, Valii-West 13,
Valli-North 9, Valli-Hast 4, Jaffaa
17, Vadamaradchy 7, Theoma-
radchy 19, Pallai and Karachchi 3,
Pooneryn 2, Vavuniya apd Mullai-
tivu 5, Nawalapitya 2, Badulla 1.

Of the 108 institutions 96 are re-
gistered for Governmeant aid,

Teachers and Students

There were 500 teachers and
16000  students  last year in
different schools. There has been
very slight increase in &he number
of students though the average has
improved partly on account of the
free midday meals given by the
Government. Our teachers are
continuing to maiotain a high
standard of efficiency in their work.
Ther relationship with the parents

of Hindu E

ducation

B

Record of Successtul Work

The following are extracts from the Annual Report for 1940 of the
Hindu Board of Education:—

different
the
to

and the public in the
villages continues te be, on
whole, cordial. Their loyalty
the Board and fo ifs noble ideals is
commendable. The teachers are
showing gteafer interest and en-
thusiasmi  io imparting religious
knowledge to the students in their
schools.  Unfortunately this im-
portan§ subject is neglected in a
few of our schools. The teachers
are taking a good deal of pains to
edacate the students in esanitation
and hygiene and rural reconsbruc-
tion. The lead given in thig line
by Mr. V. Sabbiah of Kawalasany,
Madduvil, is being followed by
others. Mr.  Sinnathamby of
Meesalai North, Mr, Ponnampalam
of Koilakandy and Mr. Kandiah of
Nunavil West aie trying their best
to foilowr Mr, Subbish’s lead.

Free Midday Meals

With the State Council's passing

of extra voles for
meals, many of our schools are
getting the benefit of the vote,
Even now the Board is unable to
understand how the Departmens
grants the privilege of free midday
meals to a Christian school, when it
is not granted to the deserving
neighbouring Hindu school in the
same village, It cannot be said
that the Hindu children attend-
ing the Christian school are
poorer than the Hindu children
attending the Hindu school of the
same village, as the children attend-
ing the two schools are from howes
of the same class, This happened
at Karampan and Mathakal  After
an agitation for nearly two years, it
has been remedied now, Even
after the additional vote a similar
instance of discrimination has oec-
curred at Meesalai South and Inu-
vil. May we request the Director
to have a watchful eye on  this

free  midday

branch of his Department,

n
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Orphanages

Tn the Jaffna Saiva Gitls’ and in
the Jaffna Saiva Boys' Orphanages
there are over 100 orphens though
the quota sanctioned by the Gov-
ernment is only 78, The Girlgs’
orphanage which was started in the
renfed premises has been removed
to the buildiag of the Board which
has cost Hs. 6000, Some more
buildings sre wurgently required.
Though there are many applications
by deserving orphans sand destitute
children, we are unable to admit
them to our orphanages for lack of
funds

The Jaffna Hindu Ladies’
College

As your committee felt that it
would be advantageous for the
Jaffna Hindu College authorities to
take up the responsibility of esta-
blishing the Ladies’ College on the
site donated fo ms by Mrs. R.
Sivagurunather and on the adjoin-
ing lands, your eommittee approach=
ed the Jaffna Hindn College autho-
riti:a- They have undertaken to
run the Ladies' College, and have

Continued on page 5
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jaﬂna Indians on Agreed Conclusions

Apublic meeting of the Indians

in Jaffna was held at 5-3p
p.m. on Sunday, the 26th instant
at the Bharathi Bhashya Vidya
salai, Vannarponnai, under the
auspices of the Jaffna District
Committee of the Ceylon Indian
Congress. Dr- M, O, Chacko, the
President of the Association, wel-
comed the gathering and put the
following resolutions from the
Chair. After the implications of
the resoluticns were explained to
the audience by Messra, T. N
Subbiah, K. 5. Ramachandrier,
A. Sitaraman and P. G. Naraya-
nier, the resolutions were all
unanimously passed,

M. T. N. Subbiah explained
the agreed conclusions ana show-
ed that it would be difficult to
prove domicile of chboice to the
satisfaction of a judge and as
a result, the majority of Indiaos
would have to apply for certifi-
cates of permanent residence
which gave them very few rights,
The Sinhalese miaisters, who
formed the Ceylon Delegation
bave got what they wanted and
something more.

Mr. K. 8 HRamachandra Iyer
then analysed the joint report
and showed how the Indian
community in the Island was di-
vided into five “castes”. While
difficulties were placed in the
way of Indians applying for
Domicile of choice and certi
ficates of permanent residence,
the rights they obtained were
illusory and worthl:ss. He de-
plored that the I[ndian Delegation
should have withdrawn from the
position  they took duriug the
Indo-Ceylon parleys last Novem-
ber. The lndian Commanity In
the Island was glad that the

Talks were after all exploratory
and hoped that it would be pos-
sible to improve the draft agree:
ment in such a way as to satisfy
its legitimate demands.

Mr. A. Sitaraman thought that
no agreement would have been
far better than the agreed con-
clusions Indians in Ceylon were
asked to accept. It has been
said that the terms of the Indo-
(eylon agreement are better than
those of the Indo-Burma Agree-
ment, His candid opinion was
that there was very little to
choose between the two agree-
ments, He argued that while the
Indo-Burma agreement was an
bonest document in that it plain-
Iy denied the Indian community
citizenship and other rights, the
“Agreed coanclusions”, while ap-
pearing to grant several coo-
cessions, really deprived the
Ceylon Iodians of the few
rights, political and econo-
mic, they enjoyed at present.
No wonder the Sinhalese politici-
aos aod their press are jubilant
over the terms, In his opinion,
the protest: and the disclaimers of
Mr. Bandaranayake and his satel-
lites were meant to {righten the
Indian Government and the Indi-
an people into accepting the draft
agreement. He believed that in-
stead of relying upon the Indian
Government to get them justice
and fair play theyshould fight
their own Lattle and prove to the
world that the [adian community
would brook no insalt to its ssif-

respect.

Joint Report Criticisea

Mr. P. G. Narayanier, speaking
next, brought to the notice of the
meeting the leading article of the
“Kesari"” which cannot bs accused
of partiality to Indians. Even
that paper has pointed out the in-
justice of denying rights over the
whole political and economic
field to Indians in the first three
classes.

The following are the resolu-
tions passed at the meeting:—

This public meeting of Iadians
held on Sunday, the 26th of Octo-
ber, 1941, at Jaffna under the
auspices of the Jaffna Dictrict
Committee of the Ceylon Iodian
Congress, while thanking the Cey-
lon and Iandian Delegations for
their earnest endeavours to find
an agreed solution of differences
cutstanding between fthe two
countries, expresses its keen dise
appointment at the agreed conclu-
sions embodied in their joint re-
port, deplores that they ignore the
undertakiogs which the Govern-
ment of Ceylon had given when
it invited immigrants and stimula-
ted immigration of Indians into
Ceylon, oo the strength of which
aondertakings the Government of
India permitted emigration to
Ceylon and Indians immigrated
into Ceylon, and resolves that they
requite modifications which will
enable Indians to live with bonour
in Ceylon,

Secondly, this meeting con-
demos the requirement to prove
domicile ¢f choice according to
the standards ol English law as

totally impracticable uander coa-

ditions obtaining among the Iudi-
an population consisting, as it
does, mostly of daily paid labour-
ers as being much barder and far
more elaborate than those ordi-
narily necessary even to people of
a politicaily foreign country for
purposes of npaturalisation certi-
cate, and as not conferring, even
when proved with so much dif-
ficulty, primary rights such as
right to government or guasi gov-
ernment institutions or benefits
uvnder Land Development Ordia
nance.

Thirdly, this meeting emphati-
cally urges that it is the duty of
the immigraat couatry to foster
the assimilation and absocption
of the immigrant people, and that
all Indians permanently settled
in Ceylon as proved by factual
tests should be entitled to equality
of rights, except, perhaps, in or-
der not to revive old controver-
sies, rights in regard to service
upder government or Quasi-gov-
ernment institations and rights to
benefits under the Land Develop.
ment Ordipance in regard to
lands already mapped out, and
that childrea of such persons
should be entitled to fu!l citizen-
ship rights without exception or
reservation and that ail other In-
diaps in Ceylon should be eatitled
to unrestricted fresdom of re-
entry, occupation, employment,
owpership of property and to
franchise rights on terms no mors
stringent than those obtajning at
present,

Fourthly, this meeting resolves
that these resolations be conveyed
to the Govts, of India and
Ceylon for their sympathetic con-

sideration and necessary amend-
meot of the Joint Report.

Prevention of Crime

A. S. P’s Advice To
The Public

The general meeting of the
Pungudutiva Village Progressive
Association was held on Saturday
the 18th October at 8 p.m, at the
Irupiddy Siththivinayaga Vidya-
salai with Mr. V. Pasupathip.
pillai, Chairman V. C, in the
chair. The Superintendent of
Police Mr. 8. G, de Zoysa deli-

vered a lecture on preventing
crimes. There was a large
gathering and  the hall was
magnificiently decorated. The

Chairman and the Superintendent
were brought in procession aad
were garlanded. Welcome songs
were sung by the students of the
Vidyasalai. The Secretary of
the Association welcomed the
Chairman and the Superiatendent.
He said that the Chairman bas
rendered invaluable services to
the country for the last 17 years
asa Chairman of the Village
Committee and wished that he
must live long and render fur-
ther services, The BSecretary
further praissd Mr. 5. G. de
Zoysa for the effort he had made
to prevent crimes, robbery gn.d
corruption in the Northern Div's
sion. The Secretary further said
the people of that Island are not
in the forefrent to commit
crimes but would benefit by

the advice of men like Mr,
S. G, de Zoysa, This Island
is nct linked with the Jaffaa
Town and hence there are diffi-
culties for communication etc.
and the people wanted the help
of Government Officers like Mr.
S. G. de Zoysa for providing them
with travelling comforts.

The lecturer, Mr. 8., G. de
Zoysa, said in the course of his
lecture that the public should co-
operate with the Police in dimini-
shing crime. Without their co-
operation crime cannot be dimini-
shed. The object of the Police
Officers is not to harass the pub-

lice  The Police Force is not
meant for the wealthy classes
alome. The aim of the Police is

tc guard the public and establish
peace. He appeaied to the audi-
ence to give sincere co-operation
to the Police Force, IHe felt glad
he visited the peaceful Island of
Puoguduativa. A school concert
was held under the presidentship
of Mr. 8. G. de Zoysa, The meet-
ing came to a close with a vote of
thanks by the Secretary of the As-
sociation. (Cor)

DENTAL NOTICE

S. Imai, (Japanese Dentist)
Colombo,
will be at Jaffna at Tiruchelvam
buildings, Main Street, Jaffna, from
7th to 16th Novembar, 1941,
(Mis, 124, 3-11-41.)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Sir,=Will you kindly publish
the following letter in your newss
paper?

I am a stamp collector and am
trying to get in touch with other
stamp coliectors in countries all
over the world, I am very ace
xious to form a friendship with
collectors in Ceylon, Burma and
India.

To any one who will send me
the stamps of his or bher country
I wili send in exchange the
stamps of the United States.

All letters that I receive will be
answered promptly. and I will
sead a nice selection of stamps
No one wao writes will bz ne-
glected or dissappointed. Send
me a list of the stamps you de.
sire and if I have them I will
send them to you.

Be sure and keep track of the
boat on which your letter is seat,
as if the letter does not reach me
I cannct answer, I} the letter is
lost send me another as I will
positively answer all letters I
receive.

Thanking you for your kind-
ness. I remain,
Sincerely yours,
SAMUEL G, MAKIN,
Samuel G, Makin,

4820 Regent St.
Philadelphia,

Order Nisi

IN THE DISTRICT CCURT
OF JAFFNA
Testamentary Jurisdiction No, 1080
In the matter of fhe intestate edfate

of the late Somanathar Muttu-
kumaru of Singapore.
Deceased,
Muthuachy widow of the late Sonia-
nathar Muthukumaru of Chulj-
puram Ys. Petitioner,
1. Muthukumaru Maheswary (minoz)
2, Bomanathar Selvanayagam both of
Chulipuram Respondents.
Thiz matter coming on for dispozal
before C Coomaraswamy Bsquire Dig-
trict Judge of Jafina, on the 5th day
of August 1941 in the presence of Mr.,
M. E. Subramaniam Proctor on the
part of the petitioner abovenamad
and the affidavit of the Petitioner
dated 2nd day of August 1941 und the
Order of the Supreme Court dated 4th
June 1941 having been read:
It is ordered that the 2nd Respoad-
ent abovenamed be and is hergby ap-
pointed guardian-ad litam of the
minor the 1st Respondent above-
wamed to represent her for all the
purposes of this action and the Peti-
tioner be and she is hershy declared
entitled as the widow of the above.
named deceased fo have Letters of
Administration to the above estate
iseued to her accordingly unless any
perscn or persons interestad shall on
or before the 10th day of September
1941, show sufficient cause tc the sate
isfaction of this Court to ths con-
trary,
‘This 18th day of Augnst 1941,
Sgd. C, Cocmaraswamy
Distriet judge,
Exiended for 21-11-41
Itd: L. W. De, S.
A, D.J.

Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

(0. 44. 8 & 6-11-41)
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Progress of Hindu Educationini®940

Continued from page 3

already voted certain sum of money
towards the purchase of the neces-
sary land. [Efforts are also being
made to collact the necessary fuands
from the public. We feel confident
that this crying need of the Hin-
dus would be supplied in the near
future.

Industrial Activities

We are introducing weaving and
spinning into some of our schools
The teachers and siudents are very
enthusiastic about this, Coir yarn
making is being learnt by some of
our teachers in the demonstration
centre. As a result of this we are
introducing coir yarn making in
some of our schools. We expect
that at least 50 of our schools will
teach this profitabie trade to the
children who will be benefitted by
this industry.

Agriculture

Whenever we get & piece of land
with a well available for any gar-
dening the teachers and students
do some wotk in gardening. Where-
ever land or wall is not available we
are trying to supply these needs
sometimes with the co-operation of
the villagers. ¥inanecial stringency
is against rapid progress in this
direction.

Finance

All our aided institutions, except
the linglish  Schools and the
Orphanages, are under lhe systew
of direct payment of salaries to
teachers. We received during the
year, besides what was paid to the
teachers direct, Government grant
Rs. 18,201 57.This does not include

the grant earned by our two institu-
tions at Nawalapitya. Donations
and subscriptions received during
the year were Rs. 15,987 13, Board
ing fees Rs. 8,547 85 We spent
on salaries of teachers Rs. 5,692 57.
On furpiture and equipment s
11,507 05 on lands and buildings
Rs. 6,948 02  Oun the Boarding Rs,
13,794 11. The total grant incla-
sive of the sa'aries paid direct to
the teachers by Government during
the year would be in the neighbour-
hood of Rs. 350,000, Daring the
last 17 years the Board received Rs.
223,000 in cash, by wayof subscri-
ptions and doaoations. It is grati-
fying to note that the subscriptions
and donations which averaged only
Rs 4000 during each of the first 4
years has kept up an average of Ras.
16,000 during each of the last 13
years. The lands and huildings
which the Board possesses today
may by easily valued at Rs. 400,000
The Board haz spent during the
last 17 years Rs. 134,000 on its dif
ferent schools, over and above what
was receitved as grant from Govern
ment end whatever local managers
and local committees had spant on
the'r schools by themseives.
Hxpenses incarred by the DBoard
in purchase of lands, for o'd and
new schools, putting up buildings

and sinking and building of wells
or re-huilding old we'ls during the

last five years is over RRs. 25,000
Though the liability of the Board
is above ll.a 25,000, it must be ¢
metnbered the Board has been coce
sistent'y expanding its activities by
building new schools, replacing old
buildings,

extending buildings in
old schools, besides buying lands for

new schoois, and additional lands
for old schools by sinking wells and
improv.ng the sanitary arrangements

by replacing old latrines and urinals
by those of a new type, as desired
by the department, As far as fur-
niture and equiptient are concerned
the Board has ungrudgingly invest-
ed the necossary money on these
urgent needs,

New Schools

As stated above we ave running &
New Thamil Schools today, Build:
ings have been partly finished at

Navatkuli, Kachchai, Maruthankeny,
Oldichuddan, Velanai South, |
Naranthanai  (Thambaddy), sand

Araly West, Lands have been se-
eared at Suarovil, Mankowmban,
Punoelaikaduvan and Puothinkkudi-
yitnppn There are mazy Hindu
Villages in the Northera Provinece
which are not served by Hindn
Schoolsy, The people ‘are very
anSions that their children should
be edncated in  Hindn Schoals by
Hindn Teachers in a Hindu abos-
phere.

Though there over 15,000
school going Hindu Children in the
E wtern vamce there are only
15 Hinda Schools in that Province.
This serious blot has to be remedied
by the effort and sacrifice of the
Hinduos of Ceylon in general and of
the Hindus in the Eastern Province
in particular In the Central Iro
vince there are over 30,000 Hindu
children; yet the namber of Hindu
schools is under ten. In the Wes-
tern Province the number of Hindu
Children is 7,500; yet there are only
3 ‘Hindu Schools ia spite of the fact
that the richest among the Hindus
are in that Province.

pra

T'he appeals for new Schools that

» Hindu

[y

other parts of ('r—ylm cannot. be'
comiplied with at once as the finan-
eiel resources of the bx-.nd are limit-
ed. We would urge every Hindu
to do his bit for the Canse of Hinda
Eduacation by united acfion in his
Village to arvest iz time the subtle
and insidious methods of proselyti-
zation,

Conclusion

The Hinda Board
has completed 174
otous aad useful service fo
keep ablazs the torch of “Hindu
ducation and Cultate,” By the
the grace of Loed Shiva it has over
160 Schools to 16,000
Hindu children in chaige of Hindu
Teachers, In Ceylon there are
today 150,000 Hinda Children of
schools going age, . Of these nearly
50,000 are tanght in neacly 300
Hindu ! The Hind
Ceylon onght not fo vest
till all the Hinda children are edu-
cated in a Hinda afinosphere by
Hindn Teachers in Hindu Schools,
Our conntrymea in Malaya and
Jaffna have done their bit by
ing the Board financia'ly
wise from time to time.
religionists in the up-country dis-
tricts and in DBuornah also have
helped the Board in a small way,

The Hinda Board expects every
Hindu to rally round its banner and
to continue to help fthe cans
Eduoeation with me her
advice and woney, The number of
Members today is in the neighbour-
hood of a thousand. The Bbard
expects itz Membership to rise nltis
mately up to 10,0'0. Any Hindua
who pays than 2 eents a day
(Rs. 10 a year) ipso facto becomes
& Member., Any Hindu who pays
Rs. 100 bzcomes a life membe

of Education
years of yig-

catering

I
help-
aad others
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Defects of Indo-Ceylon
Agreement

Continuel from page 2

those having a Ceylon domicile of
origin should not have the right
to partiuipdte in the benefits of the
Land Development Ordinance. In-
dia should not and reasonably
ought not expect Ceylon to afford
facilities for colonizing this coun
try with more and more Iudians.
It for our economic needs and
purposes we need Indian labour,
we are not bound to afford them
opportunities to become peasant
proprietors here. All that we are
bound to do, is to afford them a
status which is not derogatcry to

their national honour and zelf-
respect both  politically and
socially.

The Indo-Ceylon agreement is
sure to come up for discussion
before the Central Assembly in
India where modifications in
several details will certainly be
demanded. Moreover, Mr, Aney,
(himself an ex-Congressman and
ardent nationalist) who is in charge
of the Indian Overseas
department, i3 bound to
demand modifications of the agree-
ment. We for our part should be
prepared to grant terms which
would not be derogatory to the
national honour or self-respect of
India. Once we do that, we should
insist, that in the interests of the
permanent population in Ceylon
control of immigration in terms of
the agreement should be put into
force at the earliest date.

NOTICE

Sharcholders of the Jafina Co-
operative Central Stores Ltd now
in liquidation are bereby informed
that from 1st Noyersber oowards, I
sball pay them = /15 cta on every
share, if they call at the Jaffua

Ceatral Stores, Jafina.

LiqguipAToR,
Jaffna Co-operative Central
Stores Litd,
141

3.1

(Mis. 125

= —=

Auction Sale
D.C. J- No. 16077
Saravanamuttu Karchigesu of
piray

Uruin-

V. Plaintiff,

1. Supgnra Alyar Santhirasegara
Kurukkal of Kokkuvil

2. bMunikkum Yeerasingam

Nallore

i

1. All that

at Koklkavil in tho

called Thalalali

of

oy

ROPERTY
piece of land situated
patish of Nallur
in extent 7 Lms,
V. C.and 9% kls with well stone
built house and cultivated planta-
tions and bounded on the East and
South by lane, North by the property
of the heirs of Sinnutha.mby Yonniah
and Kanagamutthu wife of Sellappah
and the \West by the property of
heirs of Ponniah Rasaratnam and
shareholders and lane.

In terms of the Commission issued
to me by the District Court of Jaff a
in Cass No. 16077 D.C.J. 1 shall
sell the above properly by public
auction on Tuesday the 2nd Decem-
ber 1941 at 4 p.m.

N. KANDIAH,

Comuwissioner,
(Miw, 123, 3.11-41)

|

are made from tiwe to time by the

peaple in the different Villages in

Jafina as well as by those in the

NOTICE

I Vaiththianather Kandiah oxl

Chunnagam now of Kuala L 1uplul

in the Federated Malay Siales G{

hereby give notice that 1 h..lw_ al- [
ready revoked and cancelled ghe

power of attorney executed by me in
favour of Vaiththianather Visuva
nathapillai some years ago, as I have
exeettad another Power of Atr,o'.'uey
in b's fayour in favour of my
daughter, son.in-luw and the said
Vaiththiasnather Visuvanathapillai to-
day the 21st October 1941,
Datied at Seremban this

of Oclober 1941,
V. KANDIAH.

{(Mis. 122, 3--17-11-41,

21st day

“KAYA KALPA”
SPECIFIC TREATMENT

For Rejuvanation, Impotency, Diabates,
Rheumatism, Inlantile Paralysis, Convulsion
Skin diseases & Leprosy,

“MEHARAJA” &

The Surest Specific for Urinal and Diabetic
Tronbles at any stage

)

[Bugar, Atbumen Sediment,
&cid, Excessive Urination]
NO DIETING, PRIUE 14,
(15 pAYs)

4 PER BOTTLE

This is what the Postmaster, .
Chundikuli says:-

I have be:n nsing your medicine “'Meha-
r.ja” for diabetes for one month and I [ind
wy urine is free from Sugar, 1am greatly
obliged for the cure,

P. Nadarajah.

Consult, DR, K. T. MANGALAM
R.IM.P., (Madras), M.S.V.S» Member

Chundikuli, Jaffna.
[ 82 7m=S—=Gall=4l)

Hindu Board Of .

Education
The Seventeenth Annusl Geperal
Meeting of the Hipdu Board of
Edoeation will be held at the

Santnarkapothana Vidvasalai, Cher-
niya Straseb, on day, the 9th
instant ab 3 p,:u.

600 YEARS OLD

the of »
“Netnraratn.a Thailaya®' 1
: now prepared a Rock Temple :
by a l:.ldl.l._'.t; priest according
: to an ancienb preseription :
' found in the ola book of 'l'i‘ilt :
: phy=ician, :
Nethrarana Thailaya
is & renowned
curative medicinal oil, :
: The regalar use of this oil &
: effects a cure of the most ecommon
! diseages of the eves and head, It
i instantly I'Lli eye sir iR, tired
eyes, eves aftected with watering,
redness, irritation ete. It is speed-
ily eflicacious in cases of the infla-
mabion, congestion, ulceration of
the eves or the eyelids,
It is particularly gool for peo-
: ple with mi by asd clouded visi-
! tion, long and short sight ete. For
the bale» this oil will preservs :
i their eyes from sye tioubles: It
! keops the head and the brain cool
: It aiso scts as o sedabtive to the
i over strung nerves. Ih is very
¢ beneficial in cases of nasal catarch
i and peuralgia id the head.
i (N.B. This cil is guaranfeed :
! to aid the growth of the hair )
Prige Rs, 2- 50,
Distributors:-
: Esmaljee Amijee,
L.muud Bazuar, Jultna.

San

1S formul &

at

K

B T L L L Ty e P ST 1Y

SRR wbARbirrravan oannun Nenine ranrasans g1 g -.,‘
o —— =l . ]
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Ceylonese Pioneers
In Singapore

Continued from page 1

vate Medical Practitioners; Mr
Henry Ponnambalam, three of
whose children are members of
the medical profession; Mr. B,
P. deo Silva, the famous and
prominent jewellery and dia-
mond merchant of the early
days; Messrs., Williams ar}d S.
Muttucumaru, two prominent
contractors, Mr. 8. Muttucu-
maru was very helpful in the esta-
blishment of almost ali Ceylonese
organisations. This list is by no
means complete,

In Malaya

——— ———

T 1E Ceylonese have not confined
themselves to Singapore, Their
activities extended throughout Mala-
ya, Though I was asked to talk on
the Ceylonese in Singapore, I can-
not help making some reference at
least to the Ceylonese outside Singa-
pore but in Malaya, In the early
days practically every town in Mala-
ya served as centres for the Ceylo-
nese pioneers who courageously
went into the jungles with their la-
bour forces o clear up forests and
to build roads and ratlways. They
stood by the side of their British
employers, and worked so tenaci-
ously and faithfully that they earn-
ed their esteemn, gratitude. and sym-
pathy. Prowinent British admini-
strators have acknowledged publicly
the excellent services rendered to this
country by the Ceylonese 1 shall
quote only two extracts from the
speeches of two great administrators
of the country. Sir George Max-
well said:- _

“QOn mote thaa one occasion 1n
speeches which have not been re-
ported, I have referred to the great
debt which Malaya owes to the Jaf
fnese. People come and go in Ma-
laya, and the present generation cau-
pot realize the circumstances in
which the last generation lived and
worked. For the first twenty or
twenty five years after the introduc-
tion of British protection into the
Malay States, there were very few
really educated Chinese, and practi-
cally no locally educated Malays
who were competent to fill, in the
government  service, the appoint-
ments without which the govern-
ment could not be administered. The
government, in fact, was dependent
upon the Jafincse, In the early
daysa new arrvival from Jafina
would, with true courage, proceed,
perhaps immediately after his arri-
val in a strange country, to take up
worlk far away in the jungle in con-
pection with some road or railway
construction work which the men,
born and bred in the country, would
refuse to accept. Throughout the
Malay States there are lonely graves
of these men of the early days, and
of the men too of our times”.

Sir Hugh Clifford, a former gov-
arnor of the Straits Settlements and
a great scholar, said:-

1 visited Jaffna in 1907 ~twenty
years and six months ago—when I
was Acting Governor of Ceylon
for the first time I was
much impressed, even in those
days, with the qualities of the
people of Jaffna who had made a
thoroughly productive agricultural
area from unpromising soil. This
had only been done by intensive
cultivation, extraordinary diligence
and the courage and persistence
which is characteristic of the
Tamils of Jaffna, I remember the
very early days when the Tamils
of Jaffna came down to this country
rather apprehensively—to a country

that was known to the pieneers on-
ly of the Malay States—and the
part they had played as road over-
seers, survey officers, and clerks in
Government Offices at & time when
it wus exceedingly difficult o persu-
ad> the Straits men to leave the
Colony and seek their forfunes in
this out-of-the way part of the
world This State owed much to
the Jaffna Tamil”.

Most, if not all, of the Ceylonese in
Singapore are educated and belong
to the middle class, Some of them
have found a place in the Malayan
Medical Service and the Straifs
Settlements TLiegal Service.  The
(leylonese are grateful to the local
government for these oppertunities.
More Ceylonese
MO.H-E Ceylonese have come fto

Singapore in the present cen-

tury and are doing the same im-
portant work as their pioneers did
for the country.  DMany of these
Ceylonese are absorbed in the vari-
ous military departments in various
capacities. Most of them have de-
cided to make Malaya their perma-
nent home, and have organised
themselves into communifies with
their own clubs and associations.
The Ceylon Tamils' Association in
Singapore, established in 1910, has
over 400 members with its own
c'ubhouse and play-ground. It
was respoasible for the introduc-
tion of the Widows’ and Orphans'
Pension Fund to the Singapore
Ceylon Tamil Hindus, The Ceylon
Sports Club, formerly called the
Lanka Union, caters for the physi-
cal welfare of all Ceylonese, and is
one of the leading clubs in Singa-
pore. The Singhalese and Ceylon
Tainils have formed various associ-
ations throughout Malaya. Hin-
dus from Ceylon have their own
temple in Ceylon Road, Katong,
The Ceylonese have always been a

law abiding race, and have lived
amicably with the various local
communities who have admired
them for their orderliness and res-
pectability.

The Ceylonese have not oaly

contributed to the welfare and so-
cial upliftment of fthe people of
Malaya, but they have also been
quick to seize any opportunity that
the local government has offered to

Maliyans. In the early years
of the King Edward VIi
College of Medicine, the Cey-
lonese formed the greater portion
of the students, and they were

given the necessary encouragement
by the Governinent. Today, how-
ever, it is regretable to mote that the
number of Ceylonese medical stu-
dents has considerably decreased.

The Ceylecnese have publicly
pledged their loyalty to the British
Throne on several occasions, and
have practically demonstrated their
warm feelings towards the Dritish
by joining the Volunteer and Pas-
sive Defence organisations as A. R.
P. Wardens, Hirst Aiders
Medical Aucxiliary Service, Auxili-
ary Fire Servicemen, etc. The
Ceylonese are regularly contributing
to the Malaya Patriotic Fund and
other War Funds The Ceylonese
ladies are also engaged in war
work, such as knitting for the
troops. The Ceylon Tamils in
Malays ate now busy collecting
funds to present a fighter plane to
his Majesty’s Government. They
are confident in the ulfimate victory
of Britain and her Allies, and are
doing everytbing in their power to
help democracies ¢ end Axis
tyranny. They also rest assared
that British justice aod gratitude
for their past and present services
will give them a recognized sphere
in Melayan life as long as the
British Flag reigns supreme.
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THE THIRUNELVELY OTTUMAI

NITHI LTD.

BANKERS
INCORPORATED IN 1933.
Authorised Capital Rs. 500,000-00
25 Cts a Share Monthly for 8o Months
will entitle for Rs. 25 and Dividend

STORES AND BANKING ARE PROFIiTABLE
OBJECTS:— (1) To make Capital for Rich & Poor alike
(2) To provide Employment
(3) To revive possible industries
Encourage Everything National For there rests Qur Salvation
Loans granted on easy terms,
Denposits received on high rates of interest
FIXED AND ENDOWMENT DEPOSITS
SAVING AND CURRENT DEPOSITS
Apply lor Shares etc to:
V. SOMASUNDRAM,
Y. 22 C. 1-11-40~=31-10-41 (M) Manager.
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REDUCED PRICES

 SPECIAL-TEAK
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NEW SHIPMENT
JUST ARRIVED of excellent RANGOON TEAK
LOGS, SCANTLINGS AND PLANKS

in various sizes. A visit will convince you.
! reduced prizes.

\ “POUND MARK?” Tiles. The King of Tiles.

Kindly inquire from users of Pound Mark tiles before

NS
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Special

| purchasing elsewhere, “QUALITY SPEAKS™. The !
| Tiles that have no rival in the Market.
Passages to Penang and Singapore. Deck and

|
" other passages can be had from us at Colombo COST.
. For dates of sailings and other particulars please |
. apply to,
S. Veeragathipillai & Sons,
| Telephone No. 93. Jaffna.

} (Y. 21 B. 11-8-40—10-8-41.) (M)

RS

WELLAWATTE SPINNING
AND WEAVING MILLS’

CLOTHS
- ARE NOW A HOUSEHOLD WORD IN
| EVERY JAFFNA HOME

- Once Tried — Always Liked
We Manufacture Cloths of Every

| Description

VATTEES DRILLS

SHAWLS SUITINGS

SAREES TUSSORES

SARONGS SHIRTINGS

CAMBOYS SHEETINGS

TOWELS TICKINGS

LONGCLOTHS TABLINGS

MULLS POPLINS |

BEDSHEETS CASTMENTS |
ETC. ETC. ETC.

| CALL AT OUR |
RETAIL DEPOT:

| GRAND BAZAAR, JAFFNA. |
WELLAWATTE SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS

{Incorporated in India]
The liability of members is lumited,
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