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NEWS FROM FAR
AND NEAR

Arumuga Navalar Day

“Guru Poojah” in honour
of Arumuga Navalar, the Tamil
Reformer and Scholar, was
celebrated at Colombo yester-
day under the auspices of the
Vivekananda Society-.

@
Governor to Address
Council

It is understood that the
Governor will address the State
Council on the situation arising
from the outbreak of hostilities
with Japan, so far as it con-
cerns Ceylon, As the present
recess of the State Council ex-
tends till January 27, a special
meeting of the Council will be
summoned for this week.

: .
Jaffna Hindu Maha Sabhai

The Proceedings of the Fx=-
cutive Committee of this Sa-
bhai began at 7 p. m. on Sun-
day the Tth inst. with Mr.
Nagiah inthe chair. The chief
item of the day was a lecture
by Mr. N. Thambiah of the
Agricultural Department, on
“How to Develop the KEcono-
mical Position of Jaffna.” The
second item was the division
of the Executive Committee
into three Sub-Committees.
The first had to deal with the
religious activities of the Sa-
bhai, the second with the Eco-
nomic, and the third with the
Social and Political. Each
Committee was advised to pre-
pare the plan of work for the
ensuing year and submit it to
the Executive Committee with-
in a fortnight.

Puttur Literary Union

The inangural meeting of the
Puttur Literary Union was
held on December 8, at the
Rural Centre DBuilding with
Mr. K. Balasunderam as chair-
man pro-tem. Mr. N. Siva-
gnanam stressed the need for a
literary union. Messrs. Siva-

guru, Thamotherampillai, Kana-

gasabai and Selladurai  also
spoke. The election of office-
bearers resulted as follows:i—
President; Mr. A. K. Muttu-
cumaru;
Messrs. K, Sivaguru and 8.
Thamotherampillai; Secretary
Mr. N. Sivagnanam; Asst. Sec-
retary: Mr, Selladurai; Trea-
surer: Mr. Sathasivam; Com-
mittee members: Messrs. Kana-
gasabai, Rayar, Arulanantham,
Chelvaretnam, Sadasivam and
Yelupillai,

Vice-Presidents:—

ALL DETAILS OF
KEPT SECRET

REAT secrecy surrounds the
design and building schedule
of the latest Japanese warships
but so far as is known in offi-
cial circlesin London, Japan
has, in addition to ten older
battleships launched between
1912 and 1920, at least five
new battleships under construc-
tion.

A second salient feature of
the Japanese navy is the cons-
truction of four powerful arm-
oured ships of which practical-
ly nothing is known.

The new ba.ttleships have 3
speed of 30 knots, nine guns of
16 inch calibre-and a- displace-
ment of 35,000 to 40,000 tons.
They are comparable to the six
North Carolina class that are
being produc=d by the U. S A.
but not with the six of the
Towa class which areé in every
respect more substantial, al-
though the armament is said to
be the same—nine 16 inch
guns.

More Armoured ships

Further four armoured ships
which are in commission, or at
any raie near completion, are
said to be of 12,000 tons and
15,000 tons with a speed of 30
knots and mounting 6 guns of
12 inch calibre. The Kade-
kura was launched in Septem-
ber, 1939, the Kasine in Janu-
ary, 1940, and the Nachijo in
April, 1940,

Details given above suggest
that they are improved pocket
battlesblps useful ag commerce

JAPAN'S NEW BAT I'LESHIPS
AT LEAST FIVE

BUILDING

raiders since they would be
superior to the most powerful
cruisers at present possessed by
Britain and the United States.

It may be that the new Alas-
ka class large cruisers projected
by the U. S.’A. are intended
as an answer to these ships.

Battleships Re-constructed

The older battleships have
been = reconstructed at least
once. The first pair—the Ma-
guto and the Muty—are of
32,700 tons mounting eight
guns of 16 inch calibre arnd a
speed of 24 knots. Though in
no way comparable to the Rod-
ney and Nelson they are sup-
erior to the older British battle-
ships and compare favourably
with the U. S. Maryland, Colo-
rado and West Virginia.

Next came the Ise and Hyu-
ga of 30,000 tons and a speed
of 23 knots with 12 guns of 14
inch calibre. These might be
considered a match for the
Maryland, Colorado and the
West Virginia: The Huse and
Yamasiro are similar type ships
with similar armaments. The
Kongo aund the Kirisima
are of 29,300 tons with a re-
ported speed of 26 knots and an
armament of 8 guns of 14 inch
calibre. The Kongo and the
Kirisima were till recently clas-
sed as seagoing training ships
but  this would not prevent

|them being recommissioned for

war purposes. In fact they are
reported to be in hand for re-
armament.

FAR EAST

DEFEND HERSELF

Lucknew, Dec, 9.

«T shall be sorry if Russia
loses though T do not entertain
that fear”, said Pandit Nehru
at a Press Conference today.

Pandit Nehro méde a pass-
ing reference to the latest de-
velopments in the Far East and
said that a new curtain had
been rung down and no one
knew what would follow, The

war may even spread to India
Referring to India Pandit

INDIA AND EVENTS IN THE

PANDIT NEHRU SAYS SHE MUST

Nehru said: ‘“We have between
us many differences of opinion,
some of which are vital yet 1
think so far as the Indiaps are
concerned, to whatever group
they belong, one thing should
be common and that is the
freedom of India.

It should be possible for all
of us to accept this common
basis for the present and eo-
operate together to that end,

Continued on page 5

|COUNCIL: TO MEET

ON WEDNESDAY

FORMATION OF WAR
CABINET SUGGESTD

IT is understood that the
emergency meeting of the
State Council necessitated by
the outbreak of hostilities with
Japan will be summoned for
Wednesday.

On Thursday it was pro-
posed that the emergency
meeting of the State Council
should take place on Tuesday.
At Friday’s meeting of the
Board of Ministers it was de-
cided that it should be .sum-
moned for the following day in
view of the fact that sufficient
notice could not be given of
the meeting if it was 6o be
held on Tuesday.

The State Counecil will be
asked to approve an “on ac-
count” vote of Rs. 20 million
to enable the Ministers to
meet any extraordinary ex-
penditare arising from the war.

This proposal was approved
by the Board of Ministers.

It is proposed that
money should be obtained —

(1) by the reduction of votes
included in the Budget for the
present financial year;

(2) from loan funds and

(3) from available surpluses.

The Executive Committees,
except those of Labour, Indus-
try and Commerce, which had
met the previous day, and Com-
munications and Works, the
members of which had signi-
fied its approval of the Minis-
terial proposals by telegraph,
met and agreed to - the delega-
tion of their powers to the Mi-
nisters and the introduction of
the “on account” vote in the
State Couneil,

War Cabinet

The Executive Committees

the

of Home Affairs, Local Admi-

nistration, Health and Labour,
Industry and Commezee, while
approving of these two propo—
sals, had made a suggestion
thata War Council or War
Cabinet should be constitued
and should include two private
members of the State Council.

RAMAKRISHNA SAIVA
VIDYASALAL KOKUVIL

The a,nnua,l prize-giving of
this school will take place on the
15th instant at 5-15 p. m.un- -
der the patronage of Lieut Col.
R. Patrick, Deputy Director
of Education. \

esll
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JAPAN’S NAVAL
STRATEGY

Sl

THE GRIM REALISM THAT
underlies the naval strategy of
Japan is becoming mors and
more apparent. She aims at
nothing less than the hege-
mony of the Pacific which, she
expects, will give her all that
she wants in the Indian Ocean.
It was for this purpose that she
launched her treacherous on-
slaught on the American Naval
Base at  Pearl Harbour, the
islands that link up the ocean
route between Haiwai and the
Philippines, the Philippines
themselves, and the Malayan
Peninsula, including Singapore-
She has occupied Midway
Island and Guam, and though
Wake Island was reported to
have been occupied, the, latest
cables indicate that the Ameri-
can garrison there is still re-
sisting. Japanese occupation
of these islands will deprive
the American Navy of its
necessary fuelling stations on
its way to the Far HKast.
Japan’s object in attacking the
Philippines is the same. The
distance between Formosa, an
important Japanese Naval and
Air base, and Luzon, the
northern island in  which
Manila is situated, is short
enough to make the idea of
another Japanese Air base in
Luzon attractive to the Japa-
nese Navy., With Luzon in
the hands of the Japanese, the
Japanese Air Force will be
able to secure the. route to
Singapore. A good deal, there-
fore, depends on how long the
Philippines and Malaya will be
able to resist the enemy. If
this resistance is prolonged, it
will give the Americans time
to round wup the Japanese
Navy in the Pacific and sweep
the South Seas clear of the
enemy. Japanese naval strate-
gy is now directed towards
preventing the American Navy
from dominating the Pacific.
Will Japan be able to achieve
this object? The presence of
Colonel Knox, the American
Secretary for the Navy, at
Honolulu is an indication of
the importance America at-
taches to the situation in the
Pacificc The cessation of the
Japanese attacks on the Hai.
wai Islands means that the
Japanese Navy is no longer
free to attack the American
bases there. With her great
resources, the United States
is more than a match for
Japan, and it would be
surprising indeed if the
American  Government did
not ftake timely and effective
steps tc secure naval supre-

maoy jn the Fagjfic. Apart)

from the other interests in-
volved in this struggle, the
safety of the American Pacific
(Coast would be  imperilled if
America lost her naval ascen-
dancy in this part of the
globe. The eleventh  hour
arrangements that are being
made for the protection of the

Western seaboard of the
United States and Canada
sufficiently demonstrate the

dangers of such a situation.

As long, however, as Japan
is allowed to retain the ini-
tial advantages that have ac-
crued to her from her sudden
attack, the fact has to be faced
that the Japanese Navy will
for some time be able to go
about the seas practically un-
challenged. This explains the
ability of the Japanese to
maintain a continuous flow of
reinforcements to the invading
forces in the various theatres
of war. In Malaya and the
Philippines an increase in the
number and strength of the
invaders is apparent. DBritain
has no doubt sufficient man-
power and equipment to conti-
nue iodefinitely to resist the
enemy in Malaya, but the
availability of her man-power
and equipment in itself de-
pends on the command of the
seas. The sea route from
India and Ceylon has to be
kept open and it may be as
well to expect Japan to try
and prevent this. The Japan-
ese are adepts in the art eof
coining new names for their
enterprises. According to the
Japanese Board of Informa-
tion, the war against the
United States, Britain and
China is now to be called the
“War of Greater East Asia”,
but this does not mean, ac.
cording to the announcer, that
the theatre of war will be con-
fined to Greater East Asia. In
fact, no such thing is possible
for the simple reason that the
natural thing for the Japanese
to do in the face of constant
British reinforcements from
India and elsewhere would be put
a stop to them if they could, just as
the Allied Navies would find it the
most obvious thing to do if they
could concentrate in sufficient
strength to cut off Japanese t1ein-
forcements and supplies to the
Philippines and Ma'aya. It is all
a question of sea power and it de-
pends for its answer on the naval
situation in the Pacifiec, which is
again vitally affected by British and

American commitments in the
Atlantic and the Mediterannean.

The preblem would be easier
to solve if Britain could main-
tain her Far Kastern Fleet
at the required strength. From
this vital point of view the loss of
the “Prince of Wales” and the
“Repulse” was a grave misfortune,
but we feel confident that the Far
Eastern Fleet will be adequately
reinforced in the near future, and
that every attempt will be made to
contest Japan's naval position in
the Pacific and in the South Seas,
and thereby eliminate a danger to
the British Empire which is more
real than Germany’s spectacular
victories in Russia, which, by the
way are not likely to last long.

NOTES AND
COMMENTS

Red Cross Fund for Malaya
IT is to be hoped that the public
meeting to bz held at the Hindu
English School, Vaddukoddai, today
will be followed by others throughout
Jaffna, and that a handsome fund will
be raised to aid R-d Cross work in
Malaya. The moment i8 opportune
for such a gift and it is but fitting
that the Tamils of North who have
benefitted greatly by Malaya should
be the first to make a generous con-
tribution towards the fund. @ Malaya
is bearing the brunt of the Japanese
onslaught. The enemy has effected
landings on the eastsrn coast. He
appears to be in possession of Kota
Bahru aerodroms.  The latest cables
indicate an attempt on his part to
penetrate through Kedah from Thai-
land on the north. Singapore and
Penang are being subjected to severs

bombing. It is now that help is
needed.

Ceylonese in Malaya

prevails in

A good deal of anxiety
Ceylonese

Jaffna  regarding
women andchildren in Malaya. It
is impossible to say whether the
Government is in a position to aec-
cede to the request made at the
public mesting held on Saturday
that arrangements should be made to
enable women and children to return
to Ceylon. We have ty remember
that once hostilities have started it is
somewhat risky to . transport people
across the seas. On ‘the other hand,
there is every reason fo believe that
the Malayan Government itself has
made arrangements to evacuate wo-
men and children from areas liable
to be attacked, and we have no doubt
that these arrangements will be car-
ried out. It should be noted that
when some months ago Ceylonese
women were advised to leave Malaya
they refused to leave their husbands
at this juncture: Their reluctance is
natural but at the same time it is
easy to understand the anxiety of the
people at home. We trust that, if it
is possible, arrangements will be
made to enable women and children
to leave if they wish to do so.

A War Cabinet?

WE understand that a suggestion

' has been made by the various
Executive Committees that, in view
of the outbreak of war between Japan
and Britaia, a War Council or Cabi-
net should be formed in Ceylon.
The State Council is going to meet on
Wednesday. The Council will be
asked to approve an “on account’
vote of twenty million rupees for
war expenditure. The formation of
a War Council or Cabinet would
enable the Government to co-ordinate
its activifies and prevent overlapping
and waste, The situation is one that
calls for rapid as well as correct
decisions, which have to be arrived
at in the light of the latest informna-
tion available regarding devalopments
in the theatre of war. It would be a
mistake to suppose that the invasion
of Malaya is not a matter of immedi-
ate concern to Ceylon. On the con-
trary, the defence of Malayais a
vital and indispensable factor in the
defence of Ceylon, and it is this
consideration that must determine
and shape the attitude of the Govern-
ment of this country towards the
fighting there: We trust that the
State Counecil, which has been hither-
to somewhat slow fto realise the
actualities of the presenb situabion,
will not hesitate to give the Ministers
ample authority to give Malaya
whatever assistance the situation de-
mands. Malaya needs for her defence
more men, money and .ships: Britain
and America can and will provide the
ships but it is up to India and Ceylon
to provide the rest. Grudging, half-
hearted contributions will not satisfy
the needs of the moment. We must
give willingly and give as much as
we can,

TOPICS OF THE
DAY

......................

f riiassssencetarissensensitate sessanrtnnnasssennsteen ]

WITH the exception of Lt. Col J.
L. Kotalawela, our homoge-
nous ministry (minus the sick Health
Minister) voted against Mr. Samara-
koddy's motion: three homogeneous
representitives, Mes:zrs. Ponpam-
balam, Mahadeva and  Sri Pathma-
nathan, were absent at the voting for
reasons explained in a '‘Ramanathan”
editorial. As Spotlight remarks in
the “Kesari”, the motion, if passed,
would be tantamount to a vote of cen-
sure on the “Seven Just Men.” But
the obvious courss would have been for
the five Sinhalese Ministers to have
permitted the passage of the motion,
even if it were ostentatiously fto pla-
cate the recurrent demand by the
minorities for a composite ministry,
when an election at the present
juncture would entail considerable
expense and a deterioration o war-
mindedness (now that the warisa
world war closer to our shores),
This composite Ministry would have
paved the way for a United Lanka
front to await the Royal Commission
and to readjust deteriorating politics.
As matters stand, to couuteract and
reorientate the views of the homoge-
neous Ministry, the minorities have
to make separate demands (a
thoroughly unsatisfactory though un-
avoidable state of affairs). Perhaps
one of the best mat-ers which Mr.
G. G. Ponnambalam could attend to
would be the organisationof an All-
Lanka Minorities Conference, days
ahead of the proposed Commission.

Proportional Representation

I_ agree with Mr. S. A. Nathan when

he emphasises that we have passed
that stage of ‘communal representa-
tion pure and simple with direct
British control of internal machinery
of government” What should be
aimed at is “responsible self-rule of
the elective Parliamentary type.” In
spite of Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam’s
argnments, I am not just now con-
vinced that balanced representation
is the best “‘demand” at this stage of
our political evolution. Perhaps he
has several cards up his sleeve; if so,
I for one am agog with curiosity to
be initiated into his plans. Balanced
representation appears on the surface
to synchronise with the “pewer” poli-
tics of today, when nations vie to
secure a balance of power atall costs.
Should the minorities be insistent on
Mr. Ponnambalam’s demand for ba-
lanced representation, I am painfully
reminded of the parable of the mon-
key and the two cats. . Mr. A. Thia-
gaRajah’s suggestion is to claim pro-
portional representation (as distinct
from balanced representation) and
by this a more composite State Coun-
ci] is pessible. This type of repre-
sentation would, I venture, depend on
the population basis.

Parties and the Like

THE Sinhalese are jolly good com-

pany‘in Malaya and no doubt as
good here. A ftour round Ceylon’s
suburban areas has convinced me that
the average Sinhalese in the villages
and out of the reach of politicians) is
far from being communal —minded.
To those who think in terms of the
country and the nation, I suggest the
early introduction of the party system
into Lanka's practical politics,

PRICE CONTROL IN JAFFNA
AT ONCE

We understand reliably that the
Food Controller has fixed maxi-
mum prices for rice and sugar to
come into force almost immediately,
We further understand that the
prices fixed for rice will "be lower
than Colombo prices and the price for
sugar slightly higher than Colombg
prices.
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TWO BATTLESHIPS
SUNK

Britain’s Losses In '
Far East

London, Dec. 10
AN Admiralty communique states:
“The Board of Admiralty regrets
to announce that a report has been
received from Singapore that H, M,
S. Prince of Wales, (Captain J. C
Leach) flying the flag of Adwmiral
Sir Tom Philips and H. M, S Re-
pulse (Captain W.G. Tennant)have
been sunk whilst carrying out opera-
tions against the Japanese attack on
Malaya. No details are yet avail-
able, except those contained in a
Japanese official communique which
claims that both ships were sunk
by air attack.” \
MR. CHURCHILL/S
STATEMENT

Announcing the loss of the Prince
of Wales and the Repulse, Mr.
Churchill in the House of Commons
today said: “I have bad news for
the House which 1 thought I should
impart to them at the earliest
moment. A report has been receiv-
ed from Singapore that the British
battleships Prince of Wales aand
Repulse have been sunk whilst
carrying out operations against the
Japanese attack on Malaya. No
details are yet available except those

"contained 1m a Japanese official
communique, which claims that
both ships were sunk by air at-
tack.”

Mr, Churchill continued: ‘I shall
take the occasion on the next sit-
ting day to make a short statement
on the general war situation which
has from many points of view, both
favourable and adverse, undergone
important changes in the last few
days.”

Authoritative comment is that the

-sinking of the Prince of Wales and
the Repulse is a “very serious loss.”
No other official comment has
hitherto been forthcoming. ;

The Prince of Wales is a sister-
ship to the King George V and her
service with the Navy was first
made Kuown this year, She was
about 35,000 tons and was claimed
as being the last word in design,
with many elaborate secret weapons.
She carried fourteen inch guns

- mounted in three turrets, They

could fire more shells in Jess time]

and with greater accuracy than ever
before. She was heavily armoured,
a thickness of siXteen inches of
steel on the hull being quoted. Her
speed was given as about thirty
knots.

The Repulse was a battle-craiser
of the Renown class of 32,000 tons
displacement, built in 1915 and re-
tired in 1932-1936. She carried a
complement of about 1,200 men
and besides - an armawment of six
fifteen-inch =~ guns, a number of
aircraft were carried. Her speed was
given as twenty-nine knots,

INTERCEPTED THE
: BISMARCK

The Prince of Wales participated

in the opening phase of the Bis-
marck action. Together with the
Hood she intercepted the Bismarck
and the Prince Hugen. The Hood
was sunk in this action aund the
Prince of Wales received slight
damage.

It was the Prince of Wales that
took Mr, Charchill for the famous
meeting with Mr. Roosevelt at
which the Atlantic  Chacter was
drawn up. Previously in over two
years of war DBritain lost only one
battleship — the Royal Oak-—and
one battlie-cruiser, the Hood,

SITUATION IN MALAYA AND |PRECAUTIONS IN

HONG KONG

JAPANESE PLANES
AUSTRALIA

Bingapore, Friday.
THEBE is'a momentary lull in
the Japanese attacks on the
Malayan beaches which may possi-
bly be due to their waiting for
further troops while their bombers
raid Malayan aerodromes,

Indian troops, supported by the
Royal Air Force, have borne the
brunt of the fighting in Kelantan,
on the east coast, where suobstane
tial Japanese forces, backed by
strong naval and air support have
been constantly attewptiog landings
with reinforcements from Singors,
in Thailand, writes an Indian army
observer from Malaya.

Indian troops were specially in-
volved in the first clash and were
heavily plastered by warships. from
short range, The initial penetra-
tion by superior Japanese forces
was beaten back by a prompt
counter attack in which men from
the Northwest Frontier of India
were prominent. The enemy was
cleared out of the entire area occu-
pied. But by retiring behind
rivers into the thick scrub, he was
enabled to hold a tiny coastal strip.
After that, Japanese reinforcements
arrived in waves, the transports
being kept out of range and pro-
bably based on islands well off the
coast, while troops rushed 1n
motor boats, barges and lighters
with strong covering air and sea
bombardments.

The surrender of Thailand on
the evening of December 8th has
enabled the enemy air force, which
previously operated from carriers,
to occupy advanced air-flelds, and
during the night of December 8.9,
by heavy infiltration and flanking
moves, the area was again extended
at a cost, however, of severe enemy
losses. Baluchis, Hyderabadis and
troops from the Punjab and Bom-
bay were also engaged in the
coastal fighting,

In the northwest frontier area,
Indian motorised troops carried out
a successful reconnaissance into
enemy-occupied Thai = territory,
contacting a force, including ar-
moured *vehicles. They inflicted
considerable casualties on the ene-
mwy and destroyed an  important
position.  Further south, Ghar-
walis and Sikh troops smashed a
minor enewy attempt to land on
the coast near Kuantan,

First-hand reports of the fighting
at Kota Bahru show that the first
Japanese attack was defeated and of
about 2,000 Japanese Janded barely
200 escaped. Then came over-
whelming  forces from Singora,
across the Thailand border, and the
British had to retieat.  All reports
agree that Malaya needs more
fighting planes.

UNDER CONTROL

The land fighting in Malaya now
appears to be well under control.
After the initial confusion caused by
the suddenness of the Japanese
landings in Northexrn Malaya and
the infiltration of Japanese troops
from every direction between the
British lines, out troops have now
reorganised themselves thoroughly
and have effectively prevented any
further Japanese advance. Many
units and individuals who were cut
off by the sudden Japanese infiltra-
tion have succeeded in rejoining the
main British forces bringing their

equipment with them. They either

APPROACH

fought their way through the swam-
py creeks and jungle,

The latest check reveals that our
casualities have been much lighter
than might have been expected,
while our Joss of equipment has
been very small. The way in which
our forces succeeded in slipping
through the Japanese positions in
small units or individually 1ndicates
the type of fighting that has been
going on in North Malaya., Pre-
sumably, the same sort of man-for-
man groping in jungle is now going
on in the Kuantan ares, in Central
Malaya.

The Japanese succeeded in land-
ing here two days ago and, although
they apparently have not received
reinforcements, we cannot claim
that we have completely *‘nmiopped
them up” yet. However, as long
as no more are able to land, it should
only be a question of time until all
the Japanese here have been effec-
tively dealt with.

In the Kedah area, in the north-
west extremity of Malaya, our forces
have the initiative. They are cons-
tantly sending out patrols to test
the Japanese on the defensive across
the frontier,

THE BIG QUESTION

The big question now is: “Can
the Japanese land wore men on the
Malayan coast and can they push
more down from Thailand through
the breach they have made in our
land frontier in the Kota Bahru
area? Whatever is the final answer
1t may be assuined that, for the next
few days at any rate, the Japanese
will bave to reorganise their forces
and get their supp'y routes working
effectively from  Thailand, It is
possible that the lull may be pro-
longed with the Japanese holding
their present vantage point in the
Kota Bahru area while they await
the results of the Philippines battle
before sending further troops here or
attempting any general advance into
Malaya. During this period of
waiting, the Japanese will presum-
ably concentrate on continuing their
efforts to obtain mastery of the air
over Malaya with raids on aerodro-
mes and attacks on Malaya's prin.
cipal cibies,

Yesterday’s raid on Penang was
undoubtedly in the nature of a biitz
raid Very few details are as yet
available, but it 1s known that
damage to civilian property was
extensive and the casualties com-
paratively heavy, It may be ex-
pected that similar raids will be at-
tempted soon on other cities, both
in efforts to divert our supply air-
craft and to test our defences and to
draw out-numbered groups of fight-
ers into the air for punishment and
damage to morale,

However, the Japanese are not
having it all their own way in the
air over Malaya. Their losses to

date may not have been spectacular
but they have been  losing
machines regularly, True, they

have gained much for the . losses
they have sustained in planes, but
there is a limit to the number of
planes they can continue losing so
far from their main sources. -

SITUATION UNCHANGED

It is officially stated that the
general situation in Malaya and
Hong Kong has not changed during
the past 12 hours.

It is announced that additiona|

COLOMBO

Army Takes Over
Buildings

Notice has been served, it is learn-
ed, on a large number of Clubs in
Colombo, intimating that from
Friday morning their premises vest-
ed in the Military.

In addition to the Clubs, the Ma-
nicipality and a few private owners
have been notified that certain places
belonging to them have also been
handed over to the Military.

The Clubs which have so far been
nofified to this effect are the Ceylon
Turf Club, the Colombo Garden
Cluab, the Royal Colombo Golf Ciub,
the Sinhalese Sports Club, the
Lawn Club, the Ladies’ Go!f Club,
the Victoria Golf Ciub, the Mercan-
tile Cricket Club, the Notts Cricket
Club and the Bloomfield Cricket
Club and the Wesley College Cricket
Club.

The whole of Victoria Park and
Campbell Park have also been taken.

It is learned that these clubs have
been informed that they can carry
on their activities until their pre-
mises are actually nesded by the
Military, It is further understood
that in the next few days more land
will be vested in the Military.

The General Officer Commanding
Troop, Major-General Inskip, reali-
ses, it was stated at Military Head-
quarters yesterday the degree of in-
convenience which will be caused by
this measure and desires to thank
the executive of all the Clubs for the
ready co-operation extended by them
in the matter, -

minefields have been laid in the
approaches to the Straits of Singa-
pore and on the Malayan acd Bri-
tish North Borneo coasts,

It is authoritatively learned in
London that the British are with-
drawing from their advance position
before Hong Hong.

Drawin bad Australia’s ficst air
vaid warning last night, says a
Sydney message.

Japanese 'planes were sighted 300
miles north of Darwin, but did not
come over the town. The siren
sounded at 1045 p.m. and the
all clear at 1.32 3 m,

A communique issued in Singa-
pore last night stated:

“Penang was heavily bombed this
morning. “In Northern Malaya there
has been little to report during the
past 24 hours. In the Kedah area
our troops are in contact with the
enemy near the frontier with Thai-
land where local pstrol encounters
took place.

“In the Kuantan area our troops
still hold the original frontier’?

PENANG BOMBED
. HEAVILY

In North-East Malaya enemy
activity is being confined to patrols.
Reports that the enemy have landed
at Kuala Trengganu and Dungun
are unconfirme«d. In the Kedah
frontier area the enemy has been
infilirating forward and our forces
have withdrawn to pre-arranged
posts. Some fairly heavy air at-
tacks have been made on Penang,
but have caused no military damages

BURMA BOMBED

A communique issued by the
Burmese Department of Civil De-
fence states tiat a little before 4

'planes made a bombing attack on
an area in the Tenasserims Division.
The raiders made off quickly,
causing only slight damage. The

raiders machine-gunned the area,
There had been seven casualiies,

p.m. yesterday a number of epemy
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

- THE EUROPEAN
ATTITUDE

Sir,—~Your editorial ian last
Thursday’s 1ssus is fimecly, but
your attempt to defend the rank
and file of the European commu-
nity is hardly satisfactory. The
recent revolt among a few Euro-
peans is a belated attempt to
grouse at the Excess Profit Tax,
The signatories are all representa-
tives of Mercantile firms aad this
protest against the action of their
representatives is at best a storm
in a teacup. But the attitude of
the Europeans towards the Mino-
rities has been always to the detri-
ment of the other minoritics, Toe
Europeans, as the ruling commu-
nity, peed no safeguards and it
never pays them to side the mino-
rities on vital questions, This has
been all the more marked since
the Donoughmore Constitution.
There has been a consistent parti-
ality on the part of the European
community towards the Sinhalese,
ia spite of the occasional out-
bursts of the Piesident of the
European Association. The Euro-
pean commuaity was to a great
extent responsible for the All-Sin-
halese Board of Miaisters. The
election of Mr. Goonesinghe as
Mayor of Colombo was entirely
due to the then President of the
European Association Mr. Kerr.
The attitude of the European bloc
in the Reforms Debate was cons-
In vain did the Mino-

picious.
rities hope for the Europeans
casting their votes with them,

Again, when a deputation of the
Minorities waited on H. E, the
Governor on  the question
of constitutional reforms, Mr,
Kerr as the accredited leader
of the European Community in
the Island, would not take an
active part but only hold a
watching brief-  There are many
more instances where the minori-
ties have been betrayed by th:
Eurcpeans, = Therefore it is
natural for a good many Tamils
to view with suspicion the policy
of our representatives when they
attempt to play into the haads of
the Europeans by opposing all
reforms, Oa the other. hand the
Tamils and the Sinhalese have
many things in common which
should unite both communities to
their mutual advantage, There-
fore, Sir, it is time our “jeaders”
did a bit of stock-taking and re-
consider thzir attitude towards
national questions.

H;

Yours etc.,
Jaffna, Ceyion Tamil,

6-12-41,

A VICIOUS PRINCIPLE

Sir,—The acceptacce of Mr,
Razik’s motion regarding the re-
servation cf one in- every three
appointments for Muslims in the
Public Service is omrionous and
militates against an efficient Pub-
lic Service. Now ore can rea-
sonably expect the Kandyans,
Burghers and other communities
clamouring for such reservations
for themseivess. Where do the
Tamils (who are represeated more
in the Public Service than their
numbeis warrant) stand? Their
position in the next ten years
would be precatious, Perhaps
they may be forced to reap the
bharvest of their fifty-fifty cry,

. thanks so much to our State
Couacillo's, the Jaffna Associa-

HEALTH EXHIBITION AT
~ THUMPALAI

A Health Exhibition was opened

by Dr. W, G, Wickramasinghe,
the Asst, Director of Sanpitary
Services at Sivapragasa Vidiyasa-
lai Thumpalai on Monday the 8th
December at 4-30 p, m.

Dr. Wickramasinghe in the
company of Dr. 8. C. Thurairajah,
Mc. M. Prasad, Government Agent
Jaffoa, and Mr. A. J. R. Vethava-
nam, Divisional Inspector of
Schools, N. D. was received by
Messrs. P. Nadesan, V. Sithampa-
rapillai Mr. E. Aruiampalam (Or-
ganisers) and the leading residents
of the Town and taken in proces-

and Music specially arranged for
the occasion. At the enirance to
the School they were garlanded
and a photo was taken,

Shortly after the opening of the
Health Exhibition a public meet-
ing was held presided over by Mr.
M. Prasad, Gov. Agent Jaffoa.
Others accomodated on the plat-
form were Dr. W. G. Wickrema
singhe, Mr. A J. R. Vethavanam
and Dr, S. C. Thurairajah.

Mr. Prasad in his opsaiog re-
marks said that he knew Dr. W,
G. Wickremasinghe as an enthusi-
astic Medical Officer of Health
and today he has succeeded Dr.
Chellappah as Asst. Director of
Sanitary Services, He congratu-
lated him oa bis appointment and
thanked bim for having 1n spite
of his crowded programme come
to distant Point Pedro to open the
Health Exhibition.

Dr. Wickremasinghe speaking
next thaokel the Govt. Ageat for
the kind words spoken about him
and the residents of the area for
the great honour done to him of
being asked to declare the exhibi
tion open, He arrived in Jaffna

tion, our weeklies and our bi-
weeklies. Sir, will you please
wteld your powerful pen against
this vicious principle of propor-
tionate representation in the Pub-
lic Cervice, which is the bane of
India, from creeping into Ceylon?
Your’s truly,

Jallna T. RAJAH

[We agree that the priaciple ia
question i1s Vicious, but what has
the fifty-fify demand got to do
with it? Ep, H. O]

only in the morning and he was
very happy to see the amount of
co-aperation existing in Jaffna
between the health officers and the
public. He was glad to see that
Jaffna is progressing rapidly in all
branches of public h:alth activi-
ties and they are lucky to bhave
an enthusiastic M. O. H. like Dr.
Thurairajah and Mr, Nidesan,
Sanitary Asst.

What struck him most about
the Exhibition was that most ol
the posters and siogans, aud other
models were locaily made anpd
that wos proof of the great inter

sion with a display of Koladdamw {est the schools took in heilth mat-

ters. He specially congratulated
the schools and express  the
hope that this exhibition would be
a prelude to do real health cons-
tructive work in the area. He
made special mention of ths co
operation extended by Mr, Vetha-
vanam, Divisional Inspecter of
Schools, N. D. in carrying out
systamatic health work in schools.

Mr, Vethavanam, speaking next
said that Health education should
play an important part ia the
curriculam of education today as
the child of today is the citizzu ol
tomorrow. He appealed to the
teachers to take special ioterest
in training the children in good
habits and to rai e the standard
of bhealth work in schools. He
said that on the health of the
school child dep=nds the health
of the nation, H: congratulated
the Sanitary Assistaat and the
Schools for having got up this
excellent exhibitioa.

Dr. Tourairajah spsaking next
quoted the five golden rules 1p
rural sanitation tor the preven-
tion of disease and maintenance
of good health. H=: advised the
gathering to put up sanitary
types latrines and to boil the
drinking water,

At the close of the lecture Mr.
P, Nadesan, proposed a vote of
thanks to Dr. Wickremasinghe
and to the Liecturers, He said
that Dr, Wickremasinghe’s pre.
sence that evening will serve an
effective stimulus for the teachers
to take special interest in school
bealth work. He thanked th
G. A. for baving come all the way
from Jaffaa to preside at -that
opening, (Cor.)

SPECIAL-TEAK

p
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NEW SHIPMENT
JUST ARRIVED of excellent RANGOON TEAK
[LOGS, SCANTLINGS AND PLANKS
in various sizes. A visit will convince you. Special
reduced prizes.

“«POUND MARK?”’ Tiles.

REDUCED PRICES

L4,

The King of Tiles.

purchasing elsewhere,

Kindly inquire from users of Pound Mark tiles before
"OUALITY SPEAKSY
Tiles that have no rival in the Market.

~ Passages to Penang and Singapore.

The

Deck and

other passages can be had
apply to,

Telephone No. 93.
(Y. 21 B. 11-8-40—10-8-41.)

For dates of sailings and other particulars please

S. Veeragathipillai & Sons,

from us at Colombo COST.

Jaffna.

(M)

WELLAWATTE TAMILS
STAGE
“CHANDRAHARI"

AN APPRECIATION

.
........................................................

Harischandra bas become pro-
verbial for speaking the truth.
With a metathesis of the name,
Sambanda Mudaliyar produced
Chandrahari, a burlesjue of much
interest. Oa last Saturday, the
Wellawatte Tamil Recreation and
Dramaiic Club staged it at the
St. Peter’s Cotlege Hall, Chandra-
hari never speaks the truth. Mr,
K. Chornalingam, who played the
role, was fine everywhere, keeping
the audieoce in bysterics whenever
he appeated on the stage.

Sishtavasi, the next important
tole, was well done by another
veteran, Mr. M, S. Thiruvilangam,
Taat little boy, Katnanathan, who
played Thasadevan contributed
muoch to the success of the drama.
His singing was good and his
acting noies:. It wasa pity to
see fiim hits introduced into the
play-

Mr, K Sivagnanam acted the.

ideal Mathisanthirai proving to
everyone what beights of histronic
talent e 1s capable of attaining
if given the nigat type of role.
Mr. R. Perambalam was a real
Esapadchetran. He is capable of
still greater things and I have a
aotion that he will give us yet
some more brilliant and his-
trionic portrayals in the plays to
tollow,

Mr. R. C. Theivendram as
Minister gave a competent per-
tormaunce; but 1t wouid have been
teiter 1i he had tied the bands
of Esanadchetran at the back and
with a stietcoed shawl rather
than with a flolded one., The
dance of Mr. S, Veeragathippillai
was splendid; but the lightirg
arrangewments were far from satis-
tactory. Tae very same actor hal
perbaps the best make-up when
he appeared again as Kandahali
and did bis part with easy com-
petence.

Mr. Ratnaswamy, who played
the - pazt of the Asbram girl, has
all the requirements of a female
character- His voice and looks
are feminine, His singing was
the best in the drama, It is hoped
that such a noe actor would be
given better roles in futuce, The
host of supporting -acters in the
drama did their parts with easy
competence. The make up was
crude, especially so ia the case of
Mithiravasu and Kandahalan.
Their falsc beards and wigs show-
ed them out. On the whole the
play was a success and it was de-
finitely better than their previous
play “Harischandra.”

The noo-existence of a Playa
Director was noticeable wben the
Ashram girls who were supposed
to be creations of Sistavasi, a
Hindu of Hindus, put over their
first song, a recent film hit, the
subject matter of which was wor-

shipping Lord Buddha. It was
again noticeable when Kanda-
balan, had the emblem of a

Vaishnavaite on his forehead
while hi: wife Kandahali had the
very good make-up of a devoted
Saivaite woman,

The audience missed one of the
Club’s veterans in Dr. 8 K, Chin-
niah. For a burlesque of this
kind, it wilbe no exaggeration
to say, the comic Doctor would
have been very suitables
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< MATRICULATION
EXAMINATION

JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE
PASS LIST

The following candidates have
passed the London Matriculation
Exuawination held in June 1941.—

T. Ambalavanar, W. Gnanandan:

S. Canthapillai, A. Janakgn, M-

Kanapathipillai, E. Kandiah, K-

Kasipillai, M. R. Kumarasamy 8.

Sellathurai, V. Sinniah, K. Thalaya-

; sivgam, V. Vallammah, C. Yoga-

ratnam, R. Nadarajah, R, Nadarasa,

K, Parameshwaram and M. Sara-
vanamuttu.

GENERAL CLERICAL
SERVICE

The following students of the
Jaffna Hiondu College have been
selected for appointment in the Gen-
eral Clerical Service:— *

K. M. Thyakarajah, S. Sittam-
palam, M, Suokirthalingam, V. Na-
genthiram, P. Rajadurai, T. Soma-
sekaram and R. Thuraiappah.

JAPAN THE ‘COMMON
ENEMY’
‘Washington, Dec. 13,

Characterising Japan as the ‘com-
mon enemy’’ the Soviet Ambassa-
dor M., Litvinoff, told a press con-
ference on Saturday that “complete
understanding eXisted or ‘will be ar-
rived at” between the various pow-
ers opposing any aggression.

HAS GUAM FALLEN? |

Washington, Saturday.

The U. S, Navy announces that
it is unable to communicate with
Gaam by either radio or cable and
it is added that the capture of the
island by the Japanese is- probable,

STATE COUNCIL MEETING

A proclamation gazetted on Satur-
day night states that H. E. the
Governor has summoned a meeting
of the State Council for Wednesday
at 2. 30 p, m.

PERSONAL

Mr. Sam T, Solomons, President,
of the Point Pedro Maha Jana
Sabha and of the Vadamaradchchy
Co-operative Union, is away at My-
sore, South India, and has cancel-

. led his engagements for two months
from the 15th of December 1941,

............

Ieasssaisaasanesasiaae .

- NOTICE

——

The Executive Committee of the
SaiVa Paripalana Sabhai has appoint-
~ éd Messrs. 8. Pasupathy Chettiar,
Hony Treasurer and A, Arulampalam:
Proctor S. C., to tour Colombo,
Kandy and other towns as from the
15th instant to enlist new subscribers
" to the “Hindu Organ” and the “Inthu-
sathanam” and to collect arrears of

~  subscription,

It is hoped that our constituents
and well-wishers will give them ali
possible help.

S. ADCHALINGAM
Hindu Organ Office Manager.
8-12-41, '

(From a Correspondent)

With a vegetarian dinner and
a toast in fruit cocktails the
new Ceylonese Association of In-
dia has been ceromonially recog-
nised. A delightful evening was
spent on Saturday, Novemb r 29th
by the Ceylonese residents of
Bombay, who were the guests of
Mr and Mrs. V. S. C, Singham at
dinner at Purohit’s hotel. Seven-
ty guests assembled to celebrate
the forming of the Ceylonese As-
sociation of India, of which Mr.
Singhaw is the president,

Dr. K. J. Rustomjee in propo-
sing the toast of Ceylon said that
the association had been born of
the travail that Ceylon had gone
through during the past few years,
He would describe Ceylon as the
land of his adoption—should he
say salvation? She was free from
communal tangles unlike Tudia.
But this paughty little daughter
of Mother India not satisficd with
emulating her in all good things
bad copied her in adopting paro-
chial politics too—and who could
biame her? He wished the As-
sociation well—that child that
bad been safely delivered by the
skilful midwifery of “Dr, Sing-
bham."”

Mr. J. L. Silva giving the toast
of the Ceylonese Association deni-
ed the charge that Ceylonese were
anti-Indian, They were not anti-
anything; perbaps cnly antedelu-

pro Ceylonese.

ter, bad to draw the line some-
where.’

every invader in the past—Greeks,
Scythians, Huns and

glory ,when sbe granted decent
human rights to all within India
and without. A Ceylonese-Indian

ly by realising that each needed
the other,

Hostess paid a tribute to Mr. V.
S. C. Singham’s  abilities as an
organiser.
when Mr. Singham, an ardent

Siogham as the pioneer of Ceylo-

vian, in that they were intensely|:
They were very|:
tolerant and prepared to be gen-|:
erous but like the artist’s daugh-|:

Mr. A, B. A, Mediwaka propo.|i
sed the toast of “the Land We|!
Live Ia”, said that India had ab-|:
sorbed and culturally dominated|:

Moghuls. |
She would once again rise in|:

contradiction was an absurdity |
since the Ceylonese was a huadred
percent Indian. Both Ceylon and |
India could achieve greatness on-|:

Mr. Louis Wiratunga in propo.|:
sing the toast of the Host andy:

He recilled the days|:

politician in tne Young Lanka
League, left politics for business|:
when he found that politics were|
oot clean. He described Mr. |}

CEYLONESE ASSOCIATION OF
INDIA

D T —

nese solidarity in India and in :he
Far East.

Mr. Singham in reply, thanked
Mr. Wiratunga and the other
speakers, He appealed to the
Indian to show the generosity in
outlook of a Nehru or a Dr.
Rustomjee. ~ While denying the
alleged aggression against Indians
be asserted that soms Indians in
Ceylon ill-treated Indian labour
more tbao any Ceylonese would
ever do. With good-will on both
sides, however, the problem of
Indo-Ceylon relations could be
solved. He looked forward to the
day when both India and Ceylon
would take their proper places in
the “United States of India”. In
conclusion he paid a tribute to
“Ceylon House” for the good
work done in promoting trade in
Iadia.

Among those present were Mr.
A.B A. Mediwaka, Mr. and Mrs
David Pieris, Mr. and Mrs. J.
Kantawala, Mrs. M. H. Kantawa.
la, Miss. M. Kantawala and Mzt
M. Kantawala, Mr. and Mrs. A.
Selvaratnam and Miss Selvarai-
oam, Mr. and Mrs. .H. Dirckze,
Mrs. K. Jeyeratnam, Dr: K. Rus-
tomjee, Massrs. L. L. Silva, L,
Wiratuoga, T. Mylvaganam, D, A,
Kuaruppu, Molamure, B. R. P,
Gooanewardena and Bhagwandas
Paramanand.”

............................................................

£ 600 YEARS OLD |

: is the formula of
“Nethraratna Thailaya”
: now prepared at a Rock Temple :
by a Buddhist priest according :
: to an ancient prescription
: found in the ola book of a great :
: physician.
Nethraratna Thailaya
is & renowned
curative medicinal oil,
The regular use of this oil i
: effects a cure of the most common :
: diseases of the eyes and head., It :
: instantly relieves eye strain, tired :
! eyes, eyes affected with watering, :
! redness, irritation ete, It is speed- :
i ily efficacious in cases of the infla-
: mation, congestion, ulceration of :
the eyes or the eyelids.
It is particularly good for peo- :
ple with misty and clouded visi- :
i tion, long and short sight ete. For '
: the hale, this oil will preserve
i their eyes from eye troubles. If :
i keeps the head and the brain cool.
: It also acts as a sedative to the
: over-strung nerves. It is very :
i beneficial in cases of nasal catarrh :
i and neuralgia’in the head.
: (N.B. This oil is guaranteed :
i bo aid the growth of the hair.)
Price Rs, 2-50.
Distributors:-
Esmaljee Amijee,

[Q. 115, 23-10-41—22-1-42,]

Y. 22 C, 1-11-40—31.10-41 (M)

THE THIRUNELVELY OTTUMAI

NITHI LTD.

BANKERS
INCORPORATED IN 1933,

Authorised Capital Rs. 500,000-00
25 Cts a Share Monthly for 80 Months
will entitle for Rs. 25 and Dividend

STORES AND BANKING ARE PROFITABLE
OBJECTS:— (1) To make Capital for Rich & Poor alike
(2) To provide Employment
(8) To revive possible industries
Encourage Everything National For there rests Our Salvation
Loans granted on easy terms.
Denposits received on high rates of interest
FIXED AND ENDOWMENT DEPOSITS
SAVING AND CURRENT DEPOSITS
Apply for Shares etc to:

V. SOMASUNDRAM,
Manager.

INDIA AND EVENTS IN.
THE FAR EAST

——— e

Continued from page 1

keeping if necessary, all our dif-
ferences for the future, work-
ing together in spite of other
differences and thus helping to
resolve these very differences.”

Gandhi’s Leadership

Referring to Mr. Gandhi’s
leadership Pandit Nehru said
that Gandhiji’s leadership had
been brilliant. He stood firm
as a rock on certain fundamen-
tal principles and had not al-
lowed himself to be diverted by
smaller happenings.

Referring to the Congress
position  vis-a-vis the war

Pandit Nehru said the Congress
position was fully stated in
the declaration of September
13, 1939, and subsequently
added to by the resolutions
passed by the A.I. C. C.

It remains till it is modified,
its modification must neces-
sarily depend on many factors.
For instance, if it were made
clear by the British Govern-
ment that they would accept
that position completely, not
just for the Congress but India
and give effect to it, that in
itself would be a major inter-
national event changing the
whole character of the world.

Many Drawbacks
The many drawbacks and

i |obstacles towards giving sup-
:{port to the Allied cause would
i [then be removed. How India
i |would give practical effect to
i |1ts undoubted moral support to
i |that cause would then be a
: {matter for full consideration.
i It will have to be decided by

the representatives of India.
The immediate objective for
Irdia would necessarily be to

Concluding, Pandit Nehrn
advised students to think for

defend herself.

i [themselves and not be carried
i laway by slogans.

NOTICE

For sale three blocks of valuable
lands near Jaffna Railway Station.

i 125 Lachchams fully planted with
i | various fruit and cozonut trees with
i |house adjoining the Bungalow of
i [ Medical Officer of Health.

2} Lachchams with building
opposite the Railway Bungalows,
Staniey Road,

43 Lachchams planted  with
Coconut trees at the junction of the
Old Store Road.

APPLY: G. JOSEPH,

C.G R
Parakaduwa,
(Mis. 152, 15-12-41) -

Do

RED CROSS FUND FOR
MALAYA

A public meeting «of the residents
of Vaddukoddai and the neighbour-
ing villages will be held today at
Spm. at the Hindu Eoglish
School at Vaddukoddai to explain
the situation in Malaya and appoing

Fund for Malaya'

a representative Committee to taka
steps to inaugurate a Red Crosg ,
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WELLAWATTE MILL’S
__— CLOTHS

Avallable from all Dealers 5
Throughout Jaftna

SPECIALISE IN:-

Vattees Camboys T Suitings - Pillow Cases
Shawls Longcloths | Tussore Dirills
Sarees Mulls . Tickings Shirtings
Sarongs Towels . Bed Sheets Sheetings

Etc. Etc. ' Etc.

New Designs- Attractive Varieties
and Pleasing Colours.

.~ WELLAWATTE
SPINNING AND WEAVING MILLS

PROPRIETORS:—THE PROVIDENT INVESTMENT Co. Ltd.

, (Incorporated in India)
(THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED)

(M 127. 4-12-41—15-12-41)

inted, a d ublished by S ADc tV E st, J ffna  for and on behalf of the Proprietors, the Saiva Paripalé,na. Sabai,
, Van i, Jaffoa, on MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1941,
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