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NEWS FROM FAR
AND NEAR

““Constitution for a

Free Lanka”

Tuae introduaction ip the
State Counecil of an Ordinance

_oreating a “Constitution for a

free Lanka” forms the subject
of the principal resolution fto

be moved at the annual ses-

l‘!’

sions of the Ceylon “Nationa

~ Congress.

Another resolution suggests
the organisation of an Island-
wide boycott of the proposed

_ Parliamentary Commission on

Reforms. Acceptance of the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement is re-
commended in yet another re-
solution.

Rice Position

With a view to ensuring that
adequate reserves of rice are
available throughout the Is-
land, it is understood, the pro-
visions of the new Rice Reser-
ves Ordinance under which
every dealer in rice, every pro-
prietor of an estate employing
a cerbain number of labourers
and certain other classes of peo-
ple are required to hold reser-
ves of rice, are to be brought
inio operation as quickiy as
possible. 'With this end in
view the Government proposes
in the near future to send some
rice from Colombo to be stored
on Government account at
various provincial towns. The
Grangries in Colombo will con-
tinue to ‘be open  for normal
dealings in rice,

Coin Situation in Colombo

The situation with regard to
the coin shortage shows signs
of - improving. Considerably
less difficuity is experienced in
obtaining ~change for notes.
some of the eating houses,
which remained closed on Mon-
day and Tuesday, have resumed
business: -This improvement is
attributed to Police activity in
rounding up hoarders of coin

ccoupled with the release of

nearly one lakh of rupees worth
of coins -by the Treasury on
‘Monday and Tuesday. On the
atter day as much as Rs. 60,000
worth of coins were given out
to banks, to the general public
and to business houses.

The full effect of that release,
however, is not expected to be
felt until this week when the
banks and business houses open
after the Christmas holidays.

APPRECIATION OF VALUES

OF LIEE

CERTAINTIES AS THE
FOUNDATION OF CONDUCT

Aligarh, Dee. 22.

“THAT man is a value-know-

ing, value-creating indi-
vidual, is the main thesis which
I wish to present to you. That
values are accidental in the
sense that there cannot be
shown to be any design or set
purpose in nature to create or
conserve them, must also be
admitted. Further, we must
also admit, that our sense of

values may often be" per-
verted, and what men may
pursue may be disvalaes,

and what they may seek to
destroy may be genuine values.
But values are not accidental
or subjective in the sense, that
‘our thinking makes them so.
They are ‘there’ to be sought
and apprehended, and disco-
vered, and in some measure
to be created by our own
effortss But we have no
guarantee that the values we
have found or created will not
prove to be evanescent, and in
fact may indeed be lost or des-
troyed through our own folly,
or the malignity of others”,
observed Mr. G.C. Chatterij,
presiding over the annual
session of the Indian Philoso-
pbhical Congress held at Ali-
garh on Sunday afternocon.

In the course of his address,
the President said: —

Tagore marks a turning
point in the history of Indian

thought, for while his theoreti-]

cal outlook still harks back to
the Upanishads and the main
carrent of idealistic thought in
India, his joyous acceptance of
life, and his exultant enjoy-
ment of the beauty of nature
and of art, is poles asunder
from the asceticism and nega-
tivism which has been so
characteristic of our philo-
sophical tradition. It is be-
cause I believe that Indian
philosophy needs- to return
once wmore to a fuller apprecia-
tion of the values of this life,
values so passionately extolled
by the -poet himself, that I
venerate him as the . greatest
figure in our intellectual re-
naissance.
- PROBLEM OF
PHILOSOPHY

That philosophy must face
from time to time the practical
problems of life, and seek to

‘but it is not knowledge itself,

supply those in search of guid-
ance, not only doubts which
will paralyse life, but certain-
ties on which they can regulate
their conduct is, I believe, in
the best tradition of our own
thought in India. For was i
not to Krishoa that Arjuna
went on the battlefield of Kru-
kshetra to resolve the doubts
which had beset his soul on the
eve of action? The Bhagawad
Gita, as I understand it, is an
attempt not merely to supply a
general philosophy, not even
primarily a scheme of ethical

life, but an attempt to solve the

practical problems which pre-
sent thewselves to an average
man at the time of a practical
crisis in life. Surely it is the
courage of Krishna which phi-
losophy needs today. not the
cowardice of those who would
escape the intellectual responsi-
bilities of their time behind the
bars of technicalities or the
shutters of traditionalism.

What then is the central pro-
blem which the urgencies of
our time require us to face?
To my mind the problem is to
supply a meaning to life, to de-
fine the aim or purpose for
which we live, and to indicate
the manner in which that pur-
pose is to be realised. If the
lack of certitude in our modern
temper has bred a mood of des-
pair and a sense of the futility
of all things human, what sola-
tion has philosophy to offer in
this predicament? :

The doctrine of absolute ide-
alism to which the Gita is wed-
ded, leads not to the doctrine
of non-attachment but to that
of ethical nihilism and not to a
bold devotion to duty but to
amoralism in what is called the
phenomenal sphere of action. I
do not deny the place of intui-
tion either in knowledge or in
experience. To mein a cer-
tain sense the whole of life is
an 1ntuition till such time as 1
bring my intellect to bear upon
it and attempt to relate, inter-

pret and analyse that experi-

ence. KEveryexperience, ever;=
thing lived through is no doubt
the raw material of knowledge,
This
indeed is the fundamental postulate
of Realism, but it also is the only

Continued on page 6

CONTROL OF PRICES
IN JAFFNA

GOVERNMENT AGENT'S
EXPLANATION

Jaffna, 22nd.

HE meebing of the Committee

of the Jaffna Public Wel-
fare Lieagué was held at the
residence of the President Mr.
C. Ponnambalam - last evening
at o p.m,

Mr. C. Ponnambalam stated
that he had been appointed a
member of the Jaffna District
advisory committee constituted
by the Goveroment Agent to
advise him (the Government
Agent) in regard to control of
prices. He presented the case
of the public at the meeting of
the advisory committee held
last Saturday. He thanked the
Government Agent for having
fixed the price of rice less than
the price prevailing in Colombo
whereas his predecessor, Mr,
Naish, when price control was
introduced at the beginning of
war, fixed the prices in Jaffna
higher than the prices prevail-
ing in Colombo. But he told the
Government Agent that there
was great dissatisfaction that
the prices were toe high and
should bave been fixed at least
according to the prices prevail-
ing just before Japan’s entry
into the war. The Govern-
ment Agent said that he {ully
sympathised with the public
point of view but he was fol-
lowing the policy enuncitated
by the Minister, that the prices
should be fixed aecording to
the cost of replacement of the
existing stocks by new stocks.
The Government Agent also
expressed the view that if
prices were fixed according to
the prices prevailing before the
Japanese war and after new
stocks arrived the prices were
fixed according to the cost of
new stocks, there will be sud-
den increase in prices and
great discontent would be crea-
ted thereby, aud he had fixed
the prices via media between
the prices prevailing beforc the
Japanese war and the cost of
new stocks. The control prices
of the different qualities of rice

a new order would be made
revising the prices already
fixed. The Government Agent
agreed to the cortrel of the
prices of the other essential
commodities of life and prices
were fixed

Mr. C. Ponnambalam told
the Government Agent that
the people of Jaffna strongl:

Continued on page 6
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THE WAR AND AFTER

Tae Britisa PrRiMeE MiNis-
ter, in his address to the Ame-
rican Senate—a unique event
in itself—re-affirmed the deter-
mination of the Erglish-speak-
ing world to prosecute the war
to a victorious end. Ii DBritain
and the United States could
bring to bear their entire re-
sources on the siruggle, he
said, it would be reasonable to
hope that the end oOf 1942
would see the democracies in a
definitely better position than
they are in now and that the
year 1943 would enable them
to assume the initiative on an
ample scale. Mr. Churchill has
been on the whole sober and
correct in his prophecies and
he has always avoided: the dan-
ger of encouraging a spirit. of
easy optimism to be falsified
by subsequent events.

But Mr. Churchill also
He as-
sured the representatives. of
both branches of the American
Congress that he had been in
harmony all his life “with the
tides which have flowed on
both sidess of the Atlantic
against. privilege and  mono-
poly”, and that he had striven
confidently towards the Gettys-
burg ideal of “Government of
the people, by the people and
for the people”’. Evidently
Mr. Churchill thought that
gsome such assurance was ne-
cessary, not only in view of the
alignment of the parties to the
present struggle, but also as an
indication that the time has
definitely arrived for the tradi-
tional scepticism of  the
Americans towards the true
measure of DBritain’s ' faith in
what he called the “Gettys-
burg ideal” to merge in & con-
certed effort for the preserva-
tion of common ideals. These
ideals have a profound signi-
ficance, not only for the United
States and Britain, but also for
the whole world. The spirit
that animated Lincoln’s great
speech on the anbiversary of
the battle of Gettysburg is the
spirit that animates the great
religions and philosophies of
the world. It springs from the
genius of a particular race or
country but it nevertheless be-
comes the heritage of the
world. The great American
Republic has recognised this

‘fhndamental fruth and has

p U e, [IER LA i

sought to uphold it more than
any other grea’'nation in its
dealings with uvhe rest of the
world. It has truly devoted its
incomparable resources to the
pursuit: of happiness, without
trying to effect a sorry com-
promise on the application of
universal truths. This is why
the Americons have always
looked askance at all policies
which would deny weaker peo-
ples those vital rights that are
the foundation of their own
life, and have regarded British
insistence on the doctrine of
trusteeship and the eternal dis-
ability of beneficiaries as an
insidious attempt to divide the
world into two watertight com-
partments—one for those that
are born free and the other for
those who have dependence
thrust on them. Mr. Churchill’s
own gloss on the Atlantic Char-
ter has been so construed by
those most affected by it, and it
is distinetly unfortunate that he
should have placed the Ameri-
can emphasis on human rights
on the same level as the ex-
cuses that often sought, on the
British side of the Atlantie, to
water down the fundamental
British belief in those same
rights. There is, we repeat, a
vital distinction between Iin-
coln’s sublime insistence on
the rights-of man, and the phi-
losophy of those who sought to
invent convenient exceptions
to the rule enunciated by
Lincoln.

The consequences that are
bound to flow from these at-
tempts to qualify truth are
evident from the emergence of
Japan as a champion of the
new order fn Asia.  What the
Japanese are trying to create is
not a new order but another
watertight compartment for
themselves and their depen-
dents. The same object is
at the bottom of the German
challenge to British supre-
macy. Mr. Churchill said that
these attempts must be crush-
ed, and it need hardly be added
that the whole world, with the
exception of the culprits, wish-
es him success, for the simple
reason that the collective
conscience of the Xnglish-
speaking world is the only
thing now left for mankind to
trust in the present welter of

naked greed and chaos,
but  no  wvictory  ocan be
lasting unless it rests on

the fouvdation of a world
order acceptable to the cons-
cience of the human race.
Even today what impresses
mankind is the profound faith
of the English-speaking peoples
in human freedom and - justice,
and it is because this faith
must be preserved for future
generations against the vanda-
lism of lesser nations Mr. Chur-
chill’s intrepid leadership has
been acclaimed as the greatest
asset of the democracies. There
is, however, a far greater thing
than even Mr. Churchill’s
leadership—a full and com-
plete recognition of the truth
that the force of high example
is the most effective way of

resisting aggression.

-felt in the Far

NOTES AND
COMMENTS

Britain and Indig

BRITISH public opinion is cerbain-

ly gebting restive over Mr. Ame-
ry’s handling of Indian affairs. In
the face of a situation which, in the
interests of India as well as DBritain,
demanded the highe.t qualities of
statesmanship, Mr. Amery has been
content to repeat formulas which
have become irritating by reason of
their staleness, The latest suggestion
of the British press is that, if Mr.
Amery is unable to do anything bet-
ter, he had better be transferred to
some other Ministry. It is hoped
that the Prime Minister will not per-
mit considerations of prestige to stand
in the way of doing what is urgently
needed to n ake India coatribute her
proper share towards her own defen-
ce. The details recently disclosed re-
garding the fighting in Malaya make
it imperative that, while there is yet
time, India must makas her strength
East. There is no
reason why in Malaya, which is India’s
first line of defence, British troops
must be fighting against numerically
superior forces of the enemy, while in
India there is an inexhaustible reser-
voir of man-power which a little
wisdom can easily tap for her own
defence.

“The People of Ceylonv”

lT would be a mistake to suppose

that the Ceylon “National’’ Con-
gress is lacking in a sense of humour-
The only explanation of the query
recentlysaddressed. by the Congress
President to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor on behalf of “the people of
Ceylon”, whether the British Govern-
ment inbended to grant dominion
status to Ceylon, is that Mr. E. A. P.
Wijeyeratne could not have done it
in any other way. Certain things
have to be done in a certaia way, and
a weighty matter like the grant of
dominion status has to be approach-
ed in the name of the “people of Cey-
lon”. Even the tailors of Tooley
Street, slrewd politicians as they
were, had to ventilate their grievan-
ces in the name of the people of Eng-
land, so that there is precedent for the
phraseology favoured by the Congress.
The Governor's reply was that
he had nothing toadd to the re-
ply already given by the, Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

The Boycott

THE Congress was not at all

abashed by this rebuff, It sent
a further communication, we are told,
asking the Governor to acquaint the
Secretary of State that “the only
answer the people of Ceylon could
give to this denial of their right to
freedom was to have nothing to do
with the suggested Commission or
Conference’’. Having flung this de-
fiance at the Secretary of Stat-,
the Congress proposes fto deli-
berate today in the name of the
“people of Ceylon”, We are not
surprised that the Congress stalwarts
are unable to realise the humour of
the situation. Even the Tooley
Street tailors failed to appreciate
their own capacity for humour It
was left to the “people of England”
to give the humorists an idea of their
own abilities. The position is the
same in Ceylon. The people of Cey-
lon, including the minorities, see the
joke better.

A Simple Method

THE Rt. Hon. Sir Akbar Hydari

suggested a simple method for
finding out where India stands in the
present conflict: “Sit down and make
a list of all the main matters on
which there is agreement between all
sections of Indian thought. Then
make anoiher list of the points on
which America, China, Britain and
Russia are all agreed. You will find

MEN AND
MATTERS

e By
: T. Kathiravellu

sesinestussansabssansasitnt seiisesesasnonussesetnre s

----------------------

HE Hon Sir Waitilingam Durai-

swamy, Speaker of the State
Council. was in philosophic mood
at the Parents’ Day of the Hindu
English School, Vaddukcddai. He
said that he bad never wanted to be
a leader though in his younger days
he had felt the urge. He struck a
a bhappy philosophy whben he tcok
praise and blame as the same.
Rather than dance to any tune, he
preferred to be silent, We were a
poor race, sometimes with meals,
sometimes without. He had no
liking to enter the State Council,
but just as we usually spend money
to get employed, one had to spend
to enter Council. He ‘urged the
control of the passions, the control
of anger. Li:tening to the Speaker
gave e the feeling that the Tamil
knight’s though's were far away
dwelling on karma, transmigration
of souls......

Patriotism

“OUR supplies from India and

other countries are liable to be
cut off. We in Ceylon may be able
to pull on with a meal aday for
siX months but after that all of us
must starve The government
scheme urging landowners to culti-
vate all available land is appropriate
and the government contemplates
the appropriation of such land
should landowners remain idle,”
says Mr. K. Kanakaratnam, De-
puty Auditor-General, “In con-
nection with the present war educa-
tion should have a practical bias.
There is the problem of youth, un-
employment and the want of op-
portudities.  We must learn to
stand on our feet. Reforms are
needed and it is our duty to solve
unemployment and to promote the
spirit of patriotism by being pre-
pared to defend our country.”

No Evacuation

DR. C. CHELLIAH of Johore

feels distressed that Malaya is
now & battlefield and claims that
our position is a perilous one. There
will be no more regular remittancss
from Malaya. We had no patriot
and it was up to us to become true
servants of Society, Dr. S. Kan-
diah, a Malayan pensioner, dis.
courages the cvacuation of Ceylon-
ese women and children from
Malaya to Lanka. He has full
confidence in the Malayan Govern-
ment. Mr. V. Veerasingam, the
Northern Provioce Co-operative
President, told me the ‘other day
that Malayan pensionets, normally
jolly good folk, were getting spoiit
by acquiring the Jaffna touch once
they crossed Elephant FPass, I had
to agree with him,

On Indians

MR. S. NATESAN, M. S. C.,

cross-eXawmined me recentiy
on the war situation in Malaya. He -
showed great interest in the condi-
tion of the Tamils and was im-
pressed by the position Yof the
Ind:ans there. I emphasised that
Indians and Ceylonese were vastly
united in that cosmopolitan land.
I questioned Mr S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike on the Indo-Ceylon
Crisis.  The Minister was at Tala-

that the two lists very largely coin-
cide,”

wakelle when I 'met him aod he
Continued on page 5
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MR. CHUCHILL AT
WASHINGTON

Address to American
Senate

Washington, Dec, 26.

MR. WINSTON CHURCHILL

- addressing the U.S. Senate
today said that the experience was
one of the most moving and thril-
ling of his life. Mr., Churchill de-
clared: “Only a portion of your re-
sources has been yet mobilised.
Many disappointments and un-
pleasant surprises awail us before
the full marshalling of our powers
can be accomplished.”

Mr. Churchill described the pur-
pose of his visit as to arrange the
grouping of our military plans,”

He said enemy forces in ILibya
numbered 150,000 of which one
third were Germans, There was
every reacon to believe that General
Auchinleck’s aim to totally desiroy
that force would be fully accom-
plished.

Mr. Churchill said Japan's on
slaught had presented DBritain and
America with grievous problems
for which neither was fully pre-
pared. He forecast a hard 1942
but said that in 1943 we would be
in a position to take the initiative in
ever greater proportion.

JAPAN MUST BE TAUGHT
A LESSON

“The United States, united as
never before, has drawn the sword
for the freedom of the subjugated
peoples of lurope, who lift their
heads and aw)it the hour of libera-
tion. That hour will strike p-o-
claiming the dawn to come.

“Faced with the resources of the
eombined democracies and in view
of the situation in Russia, it be-
comes difficult to realise the action
of Japan, who wust be taught a
lesson she will never forget.

“If we had kept together after the
last war, this would not have be-
fallen us. For the sake of our
children and mankind, we must
ensure that these cafastrophies
don’t engulf us for the third time."”

DELICATE SITUATION
IN FAR EAST

London, Dec 26.

The next few days may prove
fateful in Europe and the Far Hast;
signs and portents indicate that
Spanish politics is reachi-g boiling
point; Hitler is expected to attempt
to bottle up tbe British Navy in
the Mediterranean by Spanish forces
attacking Gibraltar and by long-
range guns placed on opposite the
Rock in Spanish Morocco and
coastal islands.

In the Far Hast grave develop-|

ments aprogos Kussia and Japan
could reasonably be expected
Three days ago, it is  reported,
Japanese planes bombed and sank
a Russian ship. This is denied by
Japan, Since then Tokyo has
revealed that three Soviet ships,
with their crew, have been taken
possession of by Japan. o far, no
news of Soviet reaction to this
development has been received, but
a certain section of the British
press is suggesting that Russia
should declave war against Japan,

BRITISH PUBLIC OPINION

ON INDIA

MR. AMERY MUST GO TO \

END DEADLOCK

London, Dec. 23,

ACCORDING to responsible poli-
tical observers, opinion is gather-

ing in Westmmlster that Mr, Amery

must be replaced by a fresh mind,

Mr, Maurice Webb, Political Cor-
respondent of the Daily Herald,
writes:—‘“There are many responsi-
ble people who say that his (Mr.
Awery’s) transfer to another office
is an essential preliminary to any at-
tempt to end thé& deadlock...and it
is whispered—with good reason I
believe—that he would have long
ago done something baold and big if
he was given a free hand. But Mi-
nisters must stand on their own feet
and their own record. The fact is
that Mr. Amery has done nothing
bold and big”,

Contipuing, Mr, Webb writes,
“Even if Mr. Aniery were now dls-
posed to sally forth as a crusader
who meant business, his long sojourn
in his tent bas seriously impaired
his power to inspire the confidence
which js necessary for a solution of
the problem. So, support is grow-
ing for the proposition that a fresh
mind is needed at the Indian Office

The name of Lord Snell is sug-
gested here for Mr. Amery’s succes-
sor. Alternately; Liord Snoell is sug-
gested as the next Viceroy of India.

“GUARDIAN'S” APPEAL FOR
ACTION '

- London, Dec. 24.

“This is an important week in
India”, says The Manchester Guar-
dian, in an editorjal on Wednesday.,
“Not only is there an opportunity
for a fresh attempt by all sides, In-
dian and British, to unite India but
there is an obligation on them all
to make 1, _

“Why should not the Viceroy —
for if there is to be peace, the Vice-
roy must act—see the chief Indian
leaders, especially Mr. Jinnah, and
Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru, appeal to
them to set history and par.y cries
aside and to come forward as men
determiined to find India’s read to
liberty at the same time telling
them that their agreement on this
road will mean that India’s hberty
is already fully won?

‘To be successful, this policy
must have behind it not only the
Indian leaders but also Mr. Chur-
chill Is that too much to hope of
a man, who in many other things
bas showu the highest qualities of
political insight! The moment has
arrived to make a new effort and it
must not be missed.”

“YORKSHIRE POSTS" CALL
TO INDIA

“The Yorkshire Post,” in a leader
headed “India’s Need of Unity”,
8ays:

“To-day tba Indian Congress is
meeting to consider its policy at
this moment of danger for India.
The menacing upproach of the
Japanese forces now in Thailand
and Malaya should give urgency to
these Congress discussions.  With

the fall of Penang, the gateway to
the Indiun Ocean stands open to
the Japanese naval raiders, India
has been thrust suddenly into the
war zone and the authorities in her
threatened north-eastern  districts
are now planning a dispersal of the
population setting up rest and feed-
ing centres and taking the other
air raid precautions measures that
have become a familiar part of our
life here in Brltam

“In circumstances like these, we
might expect to find all responsible
political Jeaders in India  setting
constitutional problems aside for
the'time being and devoting the
whole of their energies to the
creation of a united front against
the aggressor. Is the Cougress
Party capable of this essential act
of statesmanship? There have been
welcome signs in recent weeks that
influential Coogressmén are in
favour of resuming office in the
Provinces but the danger exists that
the Worklng Committee ‘will still
seek to insist upon the formation of
an all-Tndian Executiue at the Cen-
tre, responsible to the elected mem
bers of the Central Legislature.
Such a step would, in effect, make
the Executive responsible to the
Congress and the Moslem ILeague
would plainly have none of it. Nor
does it seem possible at the present
stage to adopt the alternative sug-
gestion that the Viceroy’s Execu-
tive should be composed of party
leaders; for the parties are mnable to
agree upon the distribution of seats
en the [Lxecutive,

“The Viceroy has striven earn-
estly to bring these apparently irre
concilable elements together. It is
to be hoped vhat the ‘Japanese, who
have done so much for national
anity in China, will succeed where
Lord Linlithgow has failed, Much
is made of the need fora further
initiative by the British Government
to bring about this co operation in
India’s defence, Is it entirely un-
thinkable that the next initiative
should comre from the Congress?
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
shrewd and cultured Congress leader
who recognises the seriousness of
the Axis threat to his country's
future, recently reaffirmed India’s
claim to tndependence and has sug-
gested that, in any planning of
international groups after the war,
her natural affiliations would be with
China, Persia and Burma rather
than with Britain. HEven if it were
acknowledged to be true, would it
alter in the least the duty which
rests upon. Pandit Nehru and all
other Indran leaders now ?

“If any such drcam is to be rea-
lised of India’s proud rise to full
nationhood and her association with
her neighbours in some Easlern
Federation of free states, then the
AXis menace must be resolutely
met and India’s political leaders,
like India’s valiant “so!diers, must
play their part in meeting it. Do
Pandit Nebru and his fellow-Con-
gressmen doubt this? If they do,
then they should seek the advice of
Marshal Chiang Kai shek in Chung-
king, Chinese realism, born of
harrowing experience, will quickly
help to clear their mmds on the
point.”

HONG KON#G
FALLS

End of A Great
Fight

London, Dec. 26.

Eighteen days after Japan enter-
ed the war and seven days after the
Japanese forces succeeded in landing
on the Island itself, Hong Kong has
now finally been compelled to cease
resistance.

This is made known in the fol-
lowing announcement yesterday
from the Colonial Office: The Gov-
ernor of Hong Kong regrets that he
had been advised by military and
naval commanders that no further
effective resistance can be made and
he is taking action in accordance
with that advice,

The Japanese effected landings in
strength at several points on the
Island on December 18. To many
it seemed that the end mu:t be near,
yet for seven days ucder relentless
artillery fire not only from the main- _
land but from the heights on the
Island the Garrison fought on, re-
fusing three dewands to surrender.

The water supply soon gave
cause for anXiety. Important re-
servoirs fell into Japanese hands,
Water mains were destroyed by
bombardment. The Public Works
Departiment struggled bravely to
effect a remedy but the enemy des-
troyed the pipes again and again,

Two days before resistance ceased
there remained but one day's sup-
ply- =

The military casunalties were
heavy but under the inspiring lead-
ership of Sir Mark Young the mor-
ale of all was admirable.

So ends a great fight against over-
whelming odds, The courage and
determination of the Royal Navy
and the troops from Britain, Cana-
da and India as well as the local
volunteer units including many
Chinese will long be remembered.

SITUATION IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Wasbington, Dec. 26,

Manila has been proclaimed an
open city today, but an U. S, Army
spokesman stressed th t this action
to protect civilian lives -and property
will not affect the conduct ot the
war which “will continue as vigor-
ously or more vigorously than at
present.” The spokesman said that
the situation in general was better
than heretofere as ‘our troops are
becoming bardened to combat.”

An U. S. Army communique
says: “Action in the northern lines
is confined to artillery duelling.
On the south-e stern front from
Antimonan to Mauban enemy: pres-
sure is increasing The enemy air
force is very active.” -

“The lessns of the Decewber 7th
attack have been taken to heact,
We are now well up to strength in
all our units and the mea want
only one thing, namely to get at
the enemy.” said the Adwiral com- -
wanding the United States warships
at a jress reception aboard his
flagship, at P’earl Harbour. The
Admiral summed up his men's re-
action as follows: *‘We know sotne-
body’s done us a dirty trick and
We want to get back at thew,”
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THADCHIE
COMPETITION

DISTRIBUTION OF
PRIZES

By “Vetas”
Jaffna,17th Decemb:r 1941

“At the present time physical
fitness is very importint. Iam
glad that this excellenl sport 1is
being revived and I hope that by
playing this game, children will
‘be able to keep physically fit. One
interesting featurz is that Ilaglish
and Tamil schools took part. I
hope that this competition will be
an annual event,” observed Lieut
—Colonel. R. Patrick, Depaty
Director of Education, after dis
tributing the prizes at the Norlp-
ern Division Schools Thadchie
Competition Finals yesterday at
the T. S. S A. football grounds.
The entire proceeds were in aid
of war charitiess

“This is the first time in Ceylon
that such a competition has been
organised, All Jaffaese kaow the
game; some of the older genera-
tion who are present here have
played it and would bave enjoyed
the games today, “s_:u.d‘ Mr. A, J.
R. Vethavanam, Divisional
pector of Schools, N. D.” With
the help of Jaffna College we haye
codified the rules. Before this
every loud-voiced man on the
spot had a big say 1in the game
and sometimes the game could
not be finished owing to difficult

ted in Tamil and copies of these
4re available at the Uaion Press,

Tellipallai.

“Capt. M, S. Samarasinghe has
assured me that this game wil]
soon find a place in  the South,
There is every likelihooa of more
schools participating next year.
This game 1s inezpensive as
there is nothing to buy. Other
games that exist in schools cost a
great deal more and only few boys
are bepefited. Thadchie only re-

_quires a small bit of ground and

1 have noticed that the revival of
the game has spread to adult‘s. I
am grateful to Mr, S.P. Satcu-
pam, District Inspectorof Schools.
who moved in this matter and 1
thank the other Inspectors who
organised the Circuit competi-
tions and the officials today.

“] am sorty to say that Mannar
and Mullaitiva were unable to
participate as they were not able
to finish their finals owing to
heavy rain. [ thank Dr. 8.
Subramaniam, Mr. C 5. A, Nama-
sivayam Chettiar, Very Rev. Fr,
J. Emilianuspillai and Mr. K.
Sri  Sundaramoorthy for their
shields, certificates and ladges.
I thaok the [Editors and pro-
prietors of the local newspapers
for their free publicity and ad-
vertisement in coanection with
the game.”

RESULTS
All-Diviston Cham?ions

Seniors: Kaddaively Methodist
Tamil School (Shield holders);

Juaniorss Uduvil South Private
Tam:l School (Shield holders);

Circuit Champions

(awarded Certificates)
(1) Jaffna: Seniors: C:lombo-
gam Pfactising School;

NORTHERN DIVISION

Ins-|

A set of rules was prin=

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LOND. MATRICULATION
RESULTS, 1941

Sir,—I have analyzed the re-
sults of the London Matricvlation
Examination held in 1941 as
notified in the “Ceylon Obserber”
of the 12th, 13tb and 15th Decem-
ber 1941 '

55 colleges and schools bave
obtained passes of 349 pupils as
follows:—

Colombo and Mt. Lavinia
Royal 10
St. Joseph’s 25

. Nov trate 3
Ananda 10
St. Thomas 17
St, Peter’s
€t, Lawrence (Wel)

Zahira
Nalanda ’
St. Mary’s (Neg:)
" (Chilaw)
St. Benedicts 1
Prince of Wales _(Mora)
Sivali
St. John’s (Pana)
St. Anne’s (K'gala)
Galle
Dharmasoka
Mahinda-
Kandy
St. Antony’s
Trinity
Uva Col.

Jaffna and Vaddukoddai
St. Patrick’s
Jaittna Hindu
St. John's
Jaffoa Col.

Victoria Col,

St. Henry's (Ilavalai)

Holy Family Convent
Private Study

Colleges and Schools which
had passes of 1 and 2 39

Total 349

It will be found that next to
the St. John’s College Colombo,
Jaffna Hindu College has the
largest nuwmber of posses, Next
comes St. Thomas College,
Colombo and next come St.
Benedict’sand St. Patrick’s, Jaffoa.
The Jaffna Hindu College is to be
coongratulated.

Out of the 349 pupils who pass-
ed, 27 passed in the 1st Division
—St Thomas College 4, Royal 3
Private Study 5 and otbers 15
It appears that only 2 girls passed
in the lst Division. They are
Misses Saravanamuttu and VAni-
gasooria from the Uduvil Girls'
School and the Holy Family Con-
veat, Jaffna, and it is to their
great credit.

According to nationality, the
349 passes are as follows;:—Sinba-
lese 161, Tamils 143, Burghers 32
and Muslies 13. The Tamil
pupils have to a very great ex-
tent outnumbered the Sinhalese
and the Muslims according to
population. The Tawils are a
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Juniors: Madduvil Kamalasany
Vidyasalay;

(2) North: Seniors: Uduvil
South Private Tamil School;

Juniors: Uduvil South Private
Tamil School;

(3) East: Seniors: Kaddaively
Methodist. Tamil School; Juniors
Vigneshwara College;

(4) West: Seniors: Chankanai
Sivapragasa Vidyasalai; Juniors:
Jiffoa Colleg ; i

(9) South: Seniors: Pooneryn
Cheddiakurichy School; Juniors:
Kachchai (A. M,) Tamil School

Captains of the champion teams
of the five circuits weie awarded

Yictory Badges,

poor race and if they be as rich as
the Sinhalese and the Muslims,
there will be much better results

having a large preponderance of |

Tamils—the difference between
the Sinhalese passes and the
Tamil passes for 1941 being
only 18, ,

Out of 27 pupils who passed in
the 1st Division, 15 were Sinhalese,
10 Tamils, I Burgher and 1 Mus-
lim,

As regards the nationality, the
figures are approximate as it is
difficult in the case of certain
names to find out the nationality.
They are oanly a very few.

Yours etc,
K. SIVAPRAGASAM.

TEACHERS AND NOTES
~ OF LESSONS

Sir,—In the issue of the “Hindu
Organ’ published on the 22nd
inst. Mr. T. Kathiravelu gives a
piece of advice to ‘Spectator” in
his notes on Topics of the Day.
It is a matter of common know
ledge that what “Spectator’ con-
tr:buted to the “Hindu Organ”
.ome time back about the doings
of certain Inspectors, notes of
lessons etc, are absolutely true to
facts and that he bas made his
otservations evideatly with a
.view to improving the existiog
state of affairs in regard to certain
matters vitally affecting the in-
terest of education in this couatry.
Mr. T, K. writes that “teacheis
differ, experts differ, Inpecto:s dif-
fer etc. *'Spectator” does not
seem to have mentioned anything
even by implication to suggest
that all the individuals in the
world are uniform in every aspect
of their make-up. *Spectator”
did not state that notes of les-
sons should never bz writ en by
teachers on any account. He on-
ly referred tu the absurdity of the
Inspector’s insisting on the wri-
ting of notes of lessons for certain
subjects even in the lowest classes
in Tamil Schools by teachers who
have had several years’ experience
in the teaching of these subjects
and to the ridiculous nature of
the notes written by some teza
chers and approved by. certain
Iospectors. Mr. T. K, seems to be
of opinion that it is preferable to
prepare notes of lessons for the
whole week in advance before a
Monday which presumably he
takes as the first day of the week.
He may perhaps think it more de-
sirable for a teacher to prepare
his notes for a month or even a
term in advance. If a teacher is
to carry out his suggestions, the
whole purpose of preparing Notes
of lessons will be defeated., It
his theory is stretched a little fur-
ther, a' person’s education and
training for the teaching profes-
sion may be regarded asa short
of preparation for his whole career
as teacher and the writing of
aotes as an  indication of his
daily preparation of the lessons is
superfluous and hence unnecessary,
The writer says that only a prepar-
ed teacher gets results. Thisisa
truism which “Spectator” never
denied. On the other hand, he
stated it was a waste of valuable
ime and eanergy to write notes of
lessons in the way they are son e-
times written by certain teachers
merely to satisfy the Iaspectors.
Mr. T. K, says that the preparing
of notes of lessons is not one of
the many farces enacted in Cey-
lon. Notes of lessons written 1o
the right way is certainly not a

THE-STUDY CIRCLE,
'KAITHADY

The above Study Circle was
opened by Mr. A. J. R. Vethaya-
nam, Divisional Inspector of
Schools, Northern Division at 5,15
p. m. on Thursday the 18th De-
cember 1941, at *“Seevawasa”, in
the presence of members and visi-
tors.

The President of the Circle in
welcoming Mr. Vethavanam and
introducing him, explained the ob-
ject and nature of activities un-
der contemplation and iavited
Mr. Vethavanam to address,

Mr. Vethavanam spoke of the
usefulness of a united body of
this nature and exhorted the mem-
bers and others to eliminate ill-
literacy in the area by persuading
parents to continue -school=going
children uninterruptedly up to a
reasonably high standard, organise
adult education individually and
or collectiv.ly ia addition to
stu'ying questions concerning
public utility and character build-
ing and in declaring the Circle
open, wished all success and use-
fulness. Master K Panchadcha-
ram ptoposed a vote of thanks to
Mr. Vethavanam and the visitors,
seconded by Master Sam: Satha-
seevan, A Social followed.

(Cor,)

HINDU ENGLISH SENIOR
SECONDARY MIXED
SCHOOL, VADDUKODDAI

An examination for pupils seek-
ing adwmission to the above school in
the Senior School Certificate Class
will be held in the school hall, on
Monday, the 19th January, 1942,
commencing at 10 a m. Only
pupils who have either sat for the
J. S. C, examination or been ad-
mitted in the Pre-Matric or S. S (.
forms in other schools or colleges
will be eligible for admission.
Further information may be had
from the undersigned,

M, SABARATNASINGHE,

Headmaster,
Vaddu. H. E. S,,
27th December, 1941,

(Mis, 163, 29-12-41 & 1.1.42)

farce but what “Spectator’ meant
was the few lines written under
each subject in such a way as not
to benefit the teachers in any way.
There are no doubt many other
urgent educational matters on
which useful notes may have becn
written by “Spectator” or by some
others qualified to do so. But it
cannot be denied that “Spegtator”
has done a distinct service to the
cause of education. N> attempt
on the part of Mr, T. K. to Le.
little what “Spector’” has stated
can serve any useful purpose, He
could have made his ocwn cbser~
vations in the fild of education,
if he had anything to make ins.
tead of endeavouring at great
pains to nullify the effect of what
“Spectator” had mentioned with
a sincere motive, Is it too much
to hope that Mr. T. K. will here.
after make observations on mats
ters in which he is well versed
and truly interested and which
need criticism and improvement
without treading oan ' unsafe
grounds? :
Yours etc,,

A TEACHER,
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MR. FRANCIS DE ZOYSA’S
L SPEECH

(BY K. SIVAPRAGASAM)

N my article of the 13th Novem-
I ber 1941 -vhich appeared ino
the “gindu Organ” of the 20ib
November, I dealt with the views
expressed by  Mr. Francis de
Zoysa regarding the young men
of the rising geueration at the
central Y. M. C. A. Now I pro.
pose to deal with the - young
woman.

Mr. de Zoysa stated that the
gentlemen of the rising generation
were a little too independent and
it was particularly bid in the case
of young women. If young men
are a little too independent, they
may perhaps be not blamed very
much (I do oot say they should
got be blamed) as they are men;
but if young women are inde-
pendent, they cannot atf all be
excused as they are the weaker
sex and as they should not have
the same freedom as young men
may bave. Japan is one of the
greatest and most enlightened em
pires in the world and the greatest
in the East, What is being done
there? The ancient law is still
“followed there in teaching the
infant girls that it is Dbetter that
women should not be educated,
beeause their lot throughout life
must be of implicit obed ence.
There are three obediences—
obedience to the father when
yet unmarried, to the husband
when married, and to a son when
widowed. These three obediences
have been advocated by our an-
cestors also. 1 should lay stress
on the first two obediences. Ti
these two obedienc:s are followed
by the young women, 0O harm
will practically be done as inde-
pendence will vanish. Indepen-
dance begets disobedience.

He also stated that the two
greatest qualities the Tamil and
Sinhalese women bad in the olden
days were modesty and chastity
but they have abscluiely no mo-

desty at present. Modesty is
purity of thought and con-
duct. Have the present yourg
girls and womem the re-

quiged purity either in thought

and = 2onduct? Ccrtainly not.
There may be a very few
exceptions. There are innumer=~

able ways whers their modesty
can be questioned, English high
education and Enghsh civilisa.
tion is the cause of their baviog
become immodest. Bat even i
the young women are givea high
education, they will not becowe
immodest if high education be
imparted on proper lines. Oue
such improper line is that 1n
Girls’ Colleges men are employed
in teaching grown-up girls, ‘whicb
is detrimental .to the wmodesty of
~the girls, It is therefore very

imperative that all the teachers
in_ girls’ colleges should be
fémales » :

; y{Yc;ung women will become im-
n,odest if
) fbef dance in public and it
will be very deplorable if they do
so partoering the men,

(2) they take*part in sporls in

' public, especially in games such as

o

high jumb and broad jumb;

(8) they take part in dramas
especially where the plot s the

usual love affair is concerned. It
will b very much worsz if men
(whether young or old) take part
as mates, while girls take part as
females.

(4) they take part in unneces-
sarv conversation with young men
while they are alone.

(5) they go out alone or go
with young men alone for social
{unctions too. In this connection
it will be interesting for the young
women to know tbat a very cul-
tured Tamil gentleman who held
a very high appointment under
Government never alowed his
grown up uomarried daughters to
go out to any function or any-
where alone. They used to go
with their pareants.

(6) they wear flimoy dress or
wear bigh skirts or low blouses.
It is better if they wear national
costume.

(7) they read scurrilous novels,
which is their main pastime. In
Japan foreign love stories are
bannd.

There are other smaller matters
where young women are not mo-
dest and I do not want to relate
them. If young women lose their
modesty their inberent quality-
they become masculine and lose
their womanly qualities which is a
serious ma ter,

Mr. de Zoysa again stated that
bulk of the divorce cases were the
result of love marriages., He being
an eminent lawyer should be corre-
¢t in his opinion.This mustbe true
at least in the cases whersa wo-
man loves more than one man
(perhaps balf-a-dozen or more)
and marries the person preferring
him to the other person or per-
sons. ILf she does not like him,
she divorces him and tries to find
out another person because she
has known the various qualities of
the other persons whom she loved
and might expect a person who
may have better qualities thao
her divorced husband or than the
other person or persons she loved.
If she hasloved only one person
and married him, she will proba-
bly be satisfied with him because
she has not known the qualities of
the other persons, It was the
custom among the Tamils and, I
think, the Sichalese too in the
past for elders to arrange marri-
sges between young men and
young women and such marriages
very seldom broke off, He also
:tated that he did not wish to say
aaything about the chastity of the
ycuog woman of today. He did
uot say against. It is for the
readers to guess what he meant.
But what I should like to tell the
young women of today is immo-
desty may bring on unchastity. I
would therefore exhort them to be
modest as much as possible mak-
ing due a.Jowance for the present
change of conditions, In coanclu-
sion, let the young woman under-
stand clearly that she must marry
the first aud the only man she
loves and if she loves more than
one man as is often the case she
becomes unchaste at least in mind.
Therefore 1t is better to leave the
matter to ber parents and other

elders and ii so she will be quite
safe and have a bappy life,

VADDUKKODDAI
H. E. SCH{OOL

Parents’ Day
Speeches

BY “VETAS"

UNDER the distinguished patron-

" age of the Hon. Sir Waiti-
lingam Duraiswamy, Manager of
the School, the annual Parents’
Day Concert was held before a

large audience at the Hindu
Eoglish  School, Vaddukoddai,
recently. Of the thirty varied

items on the programme, those
which struck me as original or
particularly well presented were a
bilarious farce (Trial of Mussc-
lini); the realistic acting in
«Savithri—Sathiavau’; the drunken
scene from the ‘Tempest’; the
Kavady Dance by two tiny tots:
Queen Elizabeth’s speech; a solo
Krishna dance; a violin solo and
songs; and, last but oot least, the
vowel song which somebhow re-
minded me of a catchy Chinese
tune. I must admit that the
programme was thoroughly enjoy-
able and of a high standard bhat
there were two discordant notes.
The pronunciation of Eoglish by
some of the boys needed room
for improvement but the girls’
speeches were quite pleasing to
the ear. The attempt to couple
Tamil music with Eoglish tunes
jarred on my nerves. This is a
tendency in Ceylon, which all
educationists should help to eradi-
cate,

THE SPEECHES

In his presidential address, Sir
W. Duraiswamy said that he bad
enjoyed every bit of the per-
formance. He referred to the
difficulties the management had
to face and was happy to hear of
the support of the "neighbourhood.
He said that he remained on the
management because of the Hindu
English School and was not sure
it he would continue as manager
when his term of office was over.

Dr. C. Chelliah of Johore spoke
of the foreiga impacts on Ceylon
and stressed that the missionaries
had their way till later times
when nationalism was founded,
Education was in our bands and it
was no use just saying that mis-
sionary otganisations were very
well run,  The unification of the
multiple Hindu organisations was

essential, There should be no
institution catering for private
personal  aggrandisemeat. The

incomplete schcol bui'ding was
an index of our inefficiency. We
seemed to have no patriot, talked
big but when it came to action,
aothing was doae.

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam, Deputy
Auditor-General, recalled bis
school days 41 years ago and paid
a tribute to the founder, the

late Mr. V. Sinnadurai. He
suggested that the school be re-
agamed the Sinnadurai Mecmorial
School., The school seemed to
be uader an evil influence or a
curse as the main building bad
not beea completed.

MEN AND MATTERS
ContinueI from page 2

referred me to the official reports of
the Delhi exploratory talks. Since
then, I note the atmosphere has
become more conciliatory after the
Bajpai delegation’s visit.
News in Bri-f

MR. S. RAJARATNAM of
Hindu Board of Edu-
cation wants every Hindu
child to be -educated in a
Hindu institution. For this he
will strive to the utmost. M». 8.
Annamalai of Vaddukoddai says
that there are about a million non-
Christian children in  Christian
schools, Mr. S. Nagalingam of
Sangarathai supports him. Mr. 4.
S. K. Selvadurat of Vaddukoddai, a
brother in-law of the Deputy Audi-
tor-General, is treasurer of the Red
Cross Fund for Malaya. About Rs,
500 was subscribed at an inaugural
meeting and further coatributions
are welcome. Malaya has helped
Lanka very often and it is up fto
us now to do our bit,
Mr. M. Sabaratnasinghe, the
veteran headmaster, struck a philo-
sophic note the other day when he
said that Christians, Mus!ims
and Hiodus, all worship God but
under different names. Hitler's
talk of a new world order was utter
presumption. Mr. S. P. Satcunam
District Inspector of Schools, is a
modest man, He originated the
idea of an Inter-School Thadchie
Competition but never metioned
this and Mr. A Jj. R. Vethavanam
had to do it for him. Thadchie
catches on these days and
is a welcome change fto war
worries. Mr. S. G. de Zoysa,

the

popular and a great propagand st,
The relations between the police
and the public are now on the best
footing. More men like Mr. de
Zoysa are welcome.

HARTLEY COLLEGE

A studentship of the annual
value of Rs. 100/- tenable for two
years at this College is offered for
competition by the O. B. A. (Colo-
mbo branch) to students who have
attended any Enghish School 1n
Vadamaratchy during the whole of
the year 194I. The selection exa-
mination wi:l be held at Hartley
College on Friday the 16th of Janu-
ary, and applications should reach
the Principal on or before the 13th
of January. Candidates shou!d
satisfy the following conditions.

1. They should be under 16 on
the first day of January 1942,

2. They should seek admission
to the Senior or Matriculation pre-
paratory class,

3. They should have passed the
J. 8. C. examination held by the
Department.

4.* The income of their parects
should not exceed Rs. 100/- a month,
5. Applicants should produce
testimonials from the last school at-
tended by them in proof of the above
qualifications, ;

, The Principal
Point Pedro Hartley College.
26th December 1941 .

The Headmaster, Mr. M.
Sabaratnasinghe, spoke of the
lack of accommodation and the
increase in enrolment. The best
that the West couid give was re-
quired  but institutions of the
type of the school were necessary
for the preservation of our historic
culture and traditions. Mr. S,
Annamalai, on bebalf of the pu. -

lic, stressed that Hindu boys
should study in Hindu schools,

(Mis. 162 29 12-41)

Mr. S, Nagilingam, a parent, supe
perted the previous speaker.
A telegram was receivid from

Commissioner of Excise, who was
to be the speaker. Mr. Sarava-
namuttu was unable to leave
Colombo on account of the pres-

sure of official duties in connegs
tion with wer wo.k,

A. S. P., Jaffna, iz becoming quite ————

Mr, T. V. Saravanimutto, Acting -

MR L . (T S N e g
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POST AND TELEGRAPH
PENEFIT ASSOCIATION

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEEZTING

Major J. P. Appleby, Postmaster-
General and Patron of the Associa-
tion presided at the meeting held on
Wednesday the 17th Decemler 1941
at 4-45 p, m. in the Central ¥ M.
C. A, Colombo.

In spite of a long agenda, the entire
preeedings were over in the record
time of 33 minutes, This was pos=
sible as a resu’'t of the spontaneous
response to an appeal made by the
Patron and the President that the
house shou'd not allow itse!f to be
overtaken by the black out.

The -~Patron congratulated the
management on the good working
and the 334% dividend declared.
He regretted the reduciion of mem-
bership but hoped that with the
recruitment of additional staff this
would be made up In concluding
his rewarks, he drew attention to
onge of the resolutions in the agenda
regarding the grant of house pro-
pecty loans and stated that pitfalls
have to be avoided. as there is occa-
sionally trouble and anxiety in the
administration of buildings which
may have to be taken over by the
Association.

The minutes of the sixteenth
Annual General Meeting wére then
confirmed and the seventeenth An-
nual Report and Accounts adopted,
The dividend declared was 33 per
cent.

The following bonuses were fixed
for the oftice-bearers for the ensumg
yeari—

Secrelarv “Rs. 000/- Treasurer
Rs. 600/- and Auditor Rs, 180/-

The following office bearers and

committee were elected:—Mr. Wil-
fred A. Cabraal, President; Mr. - K
Perambalam, Secretary; Mr T. J.

Sandrasegara, Treasurer; and Messrs
J. D.~Abeynayake, J. 8. 8. Ar ya-
payagam, V. M. P. Amerasingbe,
C. Godage, P. Kanagaratnam, S. WV,
Leanage, K. L. D. Sahabandu, R
C. Tbevandlram T. Thiagarajah, G.
Veeravagu and V,C.de S. Wije-
ratne.

The resolutions adopted by the
requisite majority of members were
in essence thus:—

(1) Partial Withdrawal
Excess Contributions.  Members
who have voluntarily coantributed at
rates bigher tban the minimum
rate of Rs 2 per month would be
allowed to withdraw the eXcess, not
less than Rs. 500 at a time, at in
tervals of not less than 5 years.
(This would assist members to uti-
lise part of their savings for pro-
fitable purposes).

(2) Loan Repayments would be
allowed in any number of -in-tal-

~ meats up to 40 instead of 20 as at

present. (This would be of spccial
assistance to those who have occa-
sion to avail themselves of large
loans.) : :

(3) Interest on Loans would be
. deducted along with each wmooths
instalment mst.ead of with the first
two monthly instalments.

(4) Temporary Raising of Age
Lamzt for Admission. This lem-
porary concession enables officers
not over 45 years of age to enrol
- themselves as members. (The usual
The concession is

for 3 months only. (Officers of the

Post and Telegra,ph Department who

wish to join should apply to the
Necretary Post and Telegraph Bene-

i it Association immediately. (Cor)

labsolute sceptism.

of;

APPRECIATION
OF VALUES OF LIFE

Continued from page 1
postulate on which we” can rely if
we are to escape from the bonds of
And so to my
mind any mystic eXperience if it
exists cannot constitute knowledge
of any Absolate Reality or of our
unity and esseatial oneness with it.

The Gospel of Non=Violence

There is another version of the
teaching of the Gita which has be-
come popular in India, through the
influence of Mabatma Gandhi, I
refer to the creed of non-violence.
Leaving aside the metaphysical as-
pect of the question, non violence
appears to me to be too negative a
creed to provide any guidance for
actual life Non-violence strictly inter-
preted meaans ““no action”’for whatever
we do is bound in some measure to
do violence to others DBut by non-
violence Mahatma Gandhi appears
to mean something much more
positive, and io fact speaks of it as
“love in the broadest sense’’. But
if he does really meau love why
call it non-violence, for the two
things have never before been
dentified with each other, Such a
“violence” to language is not per-
wissible even to a Mahatma. But
the fact is that whatever he may
say, Gandhiji does not really ~mean
love, because love is the most
“violent” of all huwan emotions,
and there is no compulsive power
such as that of love = But perhaps
by non violence Gandhiji does not
mean an ideal of life, but only a
method by means of whick an
ethical ideal, whatever its content,
can be best attained. This is a
question of instrumental good, and
its efficacy will depead not only on
what ends we seck to pursue, but
also under what circumstantial con-
ditions they have to be attained.

That our judgments are often so
variable is due in no small measure
&7 our confusing meauns with ends,
and questions of instrumental value
with those of intrinsic value.  The
question is greatly complicated by
the fact that means may also have
intrinsic values, and that a whole
of experience may have a value
greater thap the value of the sum o!
its parts. But these are problems
of a techical nature which cannot be
discussed here,

...........................................................

. 600 YEARS OLD

is the formula of
:  “Nethraratna Thailaya”
: now prepared at a Rock Temple :
by a Buddhisb priest according -:
to an ancient prescription

found in the ola book of a great

physician,
Nethraratna Thailaya
is a renowned

curative medicinal oil, ;
: The regular use of this oil :
: effects a cure of the most common
: diseases of the eyes and head. It}
: instantly relieves eye strain, tired :
: eyes, eyes affected with watering, :
! redness, irritation etc, It is speed- :
i ily efficacious in cases of the infla- §
: mation, congestion, ulceration of :
: the eyes or the eyelids. :
: Itis particularly good for peo- :
: ple with misty and clouded visi- :
: tion, long and short sight ete. For :
i the hales this oil will preserve :
: their eyes from eye troubles: 1t
keeps the head and the brain cool. :
It also acts as a sedabive to the :
over strung nerves. It is very :
beneficial in cases of nasal catarrh i
: and neuralgia in the head.
i (N.B, This oil is guaranteed :
: to aid the growth of the hair.)
2 Price Rs, 2 - 50.
Distributors:-

smaljee Amijee,
Graud Baza;ar Jaffna.

[Q. 115, 33-10-41—22-1- -42,)

CONTROL OF PRICES IN JAFFNA

Continued from page 1 ]
objected to the prices being
fixed according to cut measures
as they considered the cutting
of a measure as a bad omen.
The Government Ageut said
that the Attorney General had ruled
that the prices should be fixed on
the basis of cut measures otherwise
it would create legal difficulties
‘The control of price of paddy also
was considered but the Comumittee
thought that the price of paddy
depended or the price of rice and
it was not necessarv at preseat to
coatrol the price of paddy. The
price >f paddy was not controlied
in any part of Ceylon and there was
special difficulty in fixing the price
of paddy.

Mr. Ponnambalam in concluding
said that the Government Agent
had been criticised unnece:sarily and
the Government Agent was endea-
vouring his best to meet the de-
mands of the public. They should
not forget the fact that the Gov-
ernment Agent should consider the
question in all its aspects and not
from the point of view of the pub
lic only,

The comuwittee decided to send
a letter to the Governwment agent
appreciating the services vrendered by
the Government Agent to the pulic
of Jaffna 1n connection with this
matter and requesting him to reduce |
the prices. |

The Committee passed a resolu-
tion appreciating the prompt mea-
sures taken by the Assistant Super-
intendent of Police to avoid rioting
and looting etc. and to check pro-
fiteering. A  vigilence committee
was appointed to detect offences
ander the control of prices ordinance
and to inform the police immedia-
tely.

The Committee decided that it
was not necessary -at present for the
Urban Council to run any rice de-
pots.

The Commxttee thought that they
should inaugurate a drlve for food
preducticn “and appointed a sub-
committee to report what practical
steps should be taken.

The committee nest considered
the closing orders in relation to the
enforcement of the Shop Act in
Jaffna and decided that instead of
Saturdays shops should be closed
for half a day on Fridays The com=
mittee also decided that the shops
should be opened from 10-30 a.m
t0 7-3) pm. instead of 9 am to
6 pm as suggested in the closing
orders For sale of meat. fish and
etc , the Committee decided that the
plac 's of business should be opened
from 7am. to 8 pm. instead of
8am. to 9 pm. The Chairman

was authorised to submit a memo-

randum to the Mnister for TLabour
Industry and Commerce suggesting
the above amendments.

THE THIRUNELVELY OTTUMAI

NITHI

LTD.

BANKERS

INCORPORATED IN

1933.

Authorised Capital Rs. 500,000-00
25 Cts a Share Monthly for 80 Months

will entitle for Rs.

25 and Dividend

STORES AND BANKING ARE PROFITABLE

OBJECTS:—

(1) To make Capital for Rich & Poor alike

(2) To provide Employment
(3) To revive possible industries
Encourage Everything National For there rests Our Salvation
Loans granted on easy terms.
Deposits received on high rates of interest

FIXED AND ENDOWMENT DEPOSITS
SAVING AND CURRENT DEPOSITS

Apply for Shares etc to:

Y. 22 C. 1.11-40_31.10-41 (M)

o e Lo st

V. SOMASUNDRAM,

Manager.

SPECIAL TEAK

A
e

in various sizes.

. NEW SHIPMENT

JUST ARRIVED of excellent RANGOON TEAK
LLOGS, SCANTLINGS AND PLANKS

A visit will

reduced prizes.

“POUND MARK?” Tiles.

REDU CED PBIGES“

i
convince you: Special |
» - t‘
|

The King of Tiles.

purchasing elsewhere.
Tiles that have no rival in

Kindly inquire from users of Pound Mark tiles before
“QUALITY SPEAKS".

Passages to Penang and Singapore.

The |
the Market. :

Deck and

other passages can be had

apply to,

Telephone No. 93.
(Y. 21 B. 11-8-40—10-8-41,)

For dates of sallmgs and other particulars please |

S. Veeragathipillai & Sons,

from us at Colombo COST.

Jaffna.
(M)
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