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FOR SUBSCRIBERS.
Tam. [ i; Eng :Bd: Both Ed:

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE !
|

i

Ra-Cts. Ha-Cta. Ho-Cts' |

Jaffua Town per annum 1-50 3-00 4«-(30
Outstations ana [ndia 2-00 4-00 5-50
Straits Settlements 2-25 4-50 6-25
FOR PATRONS
Rs - Cts,
Jaffna Town p-ranoum 10-00 and upwards
Outstations and Todia 11-60 do
Straits Settlements 12-00 do .
Fortnightly Tamil, and weekly English
editions of the Hindu Organ will be sent free
to patrons for one year.
_—

OFFERED CHEAP! OFFERED CHEAP!!
A FRESH CONSIGNMENT
: Just Unpacked

THE g THE
AMERIDAN N g GERMAN
BEE \: BEE

TIME , TME
PLECES. 2 g PIECES. |
Rs. 4. Rs;_fi.“

GUARANTEED AS CORRECT
TIME KEEPERS.

Faoh Time Plete coveredbya faney tin'box

M. Nalliah & Sons,

TATIONERS &¢.
JAFFNA.

i e

TRY BUT ONCE YOUR

LUGCK. |

Dear readers, do you believe in astrology? If
vo, do you want to know every detailed parti-
enlars of your past, present, and future lives?
Do you want to know exactly when your fortune
will embrace you? D) you want to know how
loug you will be happy in this world? If you
want all these, then please send me your birth-
time day. date, month and year. with a fee of
Bs. 1-8 in advance or solved question will be
sent per V. P. P. New Horoscopes are made at
these rates. Events from birth to death in any
language required.—~Horoscopes with daily
results, Bs. 28-15; weekly Rs. 23-15; fortnight-
ly, Rs. 15-15, monthly, Bs. 8-15, and yearly
results, 4-15. Lost Horoscope hs 3-8 only.
s.1-8 must be sent in advance accompanied by
orders. All Horoscopes are made Biangsotrary
or Parasary Methods. (V. P, charge extra 8
annas charged.)

QCertificates and gold medals awarded by
Maharaja Gobinda TLal Roy Bahadur of

Rungpur, Maharajas Bahadur of Vizanagaram
and Mysore. Mr. N. N. Ghosh Barrister at law,
Baboo K. P. Mukergee. Chief Engineer. Mr. M.
M. Ghosh, Barrister-at-law, Mr. B. 8. Stanely

Bluest, Civil Judge C. P. Mr. R. 8. Macdouald |
Steward Civil Engineer &ec,
Soliciting the public patronage]

JOTISHI }
BEPIN BEHARI SARASWATI ?
|

WB.E. F, T of Malabar)

The member of the Paris Astrological and
Astronomical Society

Astrologer of Mobeskatha Rajbatty |

ASTROLOCER PALMIST, AND ]

Horoscopists, i

22/1 HARKRISON ROAD ‘
Harrison Road P. O,

CALCUTTA,

G. Kur & Sops.
{HARMONIUM MANUFACTURERS.®
AND J
InrorRTERS OF MUSICAL INSFRUMENT. l
52 Dhurrumtollah Street, Calcutta. 1
Tae Best Box Harmowium or TuE Dav, ;

THE

LILY-FLUTE

GUARANTEE FOR 2 YEARS. ‘*

§ \

The best Harmonium for playing Bengali |
aod Hindustani airs. |
It is of convenient dimensions and strong i

|

| throughout while the exterior is so beautiful as

to make it an ornament {o any drawing-room.

Exquisite tone and touch, beautifnl design,
and sound workmanship characterize this High
Clase Harmoninm,

Fitted with all the latest improved mechan-
isms.

Highly recommended by the Professors of
Music and appreciated by the Music Trade all
over India,

3 Octaves with 3 Stops (Including a Tremolo)
C to O Rs. ... 85
Do. (best quality) do. 1 oo 40

Folding Lily-Flute (Box and Table Harmoni-
um Combined) of excellent English design, a
beautiful thing, played by both hands (Two
pedals) Rs 75,

CASH WITH ORDERS,
Orders executed by V. P- P. when they are ae-
companied with quarter of the amount,
CATALOGUE FREE ON APPLICATION, =
Bricurzsr! Crrapest!! Most INTERESTING!!!

-
PLEASE iNOI'E.

After many years’ labour o Rare Invaly-
+ yable Religious Book in English has just
been published.

NO HINDU SHOULD BE WITHOUT IT.

“KRISHNA »~ KRISHNAISM”

OR

Tar Lire Cmaraorer, AND TraoHINGS OF
SREE KRISHNA.

By
BULLORAM MULLICK . a.

(Muthor of many veligious and other books).
Never RBeroRE sPUBLISHED IN THE ENeLisu LaNeUaewm. |

Highly spoken of by the leading Journals
and Newspapers in India and Abroad. |

Price Rs. 1-4; Postage As. 1-6; V. P. P,
Rs. 1-8 ;
Foreign countries:—Single Copy 25, 64

B

- THE LAND-MARKS OF ETHICS.

ACCORDING TO THE GITA.
oRr
Sree Krishna's Teachings to Arjuna,

by
i {THE SAME AUTHOR
vis will amply repay perusal.
Price Four Annas £lyg'/; V.pP. zll".pﬁ‘:ewem aAnnu.
Foreign Couatries,

Single Copy 6d. 100 Copies £1,

Only a few copies are availabled

Please apply eharp to the Publish
NOKUR CHUNBER DUTT, "
6, Chore Bagan Lane,
CALCUTTA,

N. B.—Both, if taken together, will spet
postfres Bs. 1-8 V. P, P. Rs. 1-12

THE

- SATYA
PARILALAN A

SABHAX
JAFFNA.

ESTABLISHED JuLY, 1888.
GENERAL OBJECT.

To promote the religions, moral, and
Educational condition of the Hindus of .
Ceylon by establishing

COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS

in the different centres of Hindu populas
tion in the [sland, and by such other means
as would bring about the desired objecs.

THE HINDU COLLEGE, JAFFNA.
FOUNDED IN NOVEMBER 1890.

BY
THE SAIVA PARIPALANA SABHAIL

THE ONLY COLLEGE

in Ceylon where Hindu youths receive
secular instruction side by “side with; *

MORAL AND RELICIOUS INSTRUCTION.!
The College is affiliated to
THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.
and teaches up to the F, A, Standard.

MANAGER:—V. CASIPPILLAI Esq:
(Proctor,, Supremse Court.) .
PrivorpA:—N. SELVADURAI Esq: B 4. %

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

in aid of the, College will be thankfully
received by

Ter MAvNiang




~ caste as a very wicked institution.

thousand and one

_unclean by the

129

,/\

—

TIi 6 1LINDU CRGAX,

-

s,

AN

(¥ ) February 28th 1900

WANTED.

e OO
A QUALIFIED TEACHER TO TEACH
[HE SIXTH STANDARD. Jlor TERMS

APPLY TO
THE MANAGER,

Hindu Gollege,

- JAFFNA.

. Ceylon Technical College.
Department of Telegraphy & Electrical
Engineering.

Entrance Examination.
——

A competitive Hutrance Examination
will be held in Colombo ab the College
commencing April 30th next and at Jaffna
also on the same date There will be a-
bout’ 50 vacancies to be filled.

Candidates must fill up the form of
application and forward it to the Super-
intendent of the College, Colombo, or to
the Government Agent, Jaffna, before
the date fixed for the Examination
Forms of application can be obtained by
applying to the Superintendent of the
College, Colormbo, or the Government
Agent Jaffna. Full particulars of the
conditions and subjects of Examination
and of the appointments to be gained by
a successful course ab the College
are given in the forms of application.

Successful students of this Department of
the College become eligible for appointment
to vacancies in the Railway and Telegraph

_ Departments of the Government Service.

E. Human
Superintendent.

Technical College

- Colombo, 20th February 1900.
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Hhe Rev: { B. Fuat on Gaote.X
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The pronouncement of Mr. Hunt on
caste is as follows:—

«All wise people agree in characterizing
Low
castes are regarded aseven more unclean
than animals iike dog, &c. A Brahman
must bathe if touched by & Pariah or
Palla, but the Brahman is not rendered
touch of the dog in his
house. Friends, what is that which does
away with that cruelty called caste distinc-
tion? Is it not the Christian religion?”’

Whentweread theabovelinesin Mr.Hunt’s
book on the “Evidences of Christian-
ity’’,we were no less amused thansurprised.
We were amused at the attempt
made to show that there is no “caste”
in Christian countries, in the face of the
artificial rules and con-
ventionalities by which ‘‘Society’ is gov-

erned and regulated in Europe and.|
" America, and surprised

at his ignorance
of the rationale of the caste distinctions
prevailing in the East. The Brahman is
polluted by the touch of the Pariah be-
eause the former is serupulously clean and
Le latter is hopelessly unclean. The
tEuropean loves his dog more than he loves

his cook. He feels himself polluted by
the touch of the “Nigger”, but not by that
of his dog. The high-born man in the West
does mnot touch the street-beggar for fear
of being rendered unclean.
examine the constitution of society in the
West and the artificial restrictions it inm-
poses on the free action of individuals, the
more we are convinced of the wisdom of
our ancestors, who, forming a proper esti-
mate of human nature, founded the institu-
tion known as caste, not as applicable to
all mankind, but only to those who are in
certain stages of social aud religious pro-
gress. Lhe rale that certain sections of
the people are to follow certain trades and
occupations, limits the ficld of competition,
and thereby saves the ruin of such trades
and occupations. In the West, people in
affluent circumstances discard their poor
relations, but not so in Asia, where the
rules of caste compel the inter-marriage
of the members of the same caste only. In
countries where the caste system is in
force, the enactment of poor laws becomes
unnecessary. The short space at our com-
mand will not permit of our recounting all
the advantages of the caste system, which
was elaborated by the Tindus thousands of
years ago. True that now andthen the sys-
tem has been abused, but that is due to no
fault of our ancient law-givers.

The feeling of caste is inherent in all
societies. The evils which beset society
in Europe and America are due to their

social organization. - Did Mr. Hunt com-
pare the evils affecting society in the West
with those said to have been produced by
the caste system, when he called caste a
very wicked institution? If the effects of
the social organization of the West are
more pernicious than those of the caste
system, why condemn caste!

The statement that Christianity has
been the means of doing away with the
evils of caste is quite unfounded. Christian-
ity has not only been unable to remove
the social evils of the West for well-nigh
two thousand years, but also done
nothing to mitigate the alleged rigours of
caste in the Esst. Who is that Christian
in Coylon who has given up his caste? A-
mong the Singhalese,the feeling of caste isas
predominant as ever. Every contest among
Singhalese Christians for Municipal and
Legislative honours, isfonght on caste lines.
If Christianity has done anything, it has
only emboldened individuals belonging to
low castes to assume high-sounding names
and titles and pose as high-born gentle-
men. The effect of the preaching of
Christianity has been to foster the feeling
of casterather than otherwise,that is tosay,
while the high caste Christians have not
given up their caste,the low caste Christians
laying claim to high birth, have begun to
assert an equality with the high castes. It
is in Mission circles in Jaffna one hears of
caste being talked about more than in any
other quarter. The Native Ohristians who
are recruited from different towns, villages,
and communities,seldomagree among them-
selves as to the superiority in caste of one

«over another, and the disagreement results
in unseemly bickerings and quarrels. It
is a surprise to us that Mr. Hunt is unac-
quainted with this phase of Christianity
in the Northern Province.

The principle underlying caste distinc-
tions is explained in well-known treatises
on Hindu polity,of which Europeans know
little or nothing The rationale of the dis-
tinctions apolies not to all Hindus, but only
to those who are in a certain stage of reli-
gious development. Generally speaking it
applies to all Hindus in the householder
stage, but not to Gnanis. The Hindu

*Shastras say that Nandan, a Pariah {one

beyond the pale of caste) attained to the
highest stage attainable by a Brahman,
' There are other instances of low caste and

The more we- |, having been ever made a Bishop. Will the

non-caste, men having attained to the
highest place in society and religion. On
the contrary, Mr. Hunt cannot cite a single
instance of a “Native’’ of India or Ceylon

time ever come when a native of the Fast
will be made Archbishop of Canterbury?
The other day we were amused to find a
writer inan English periodical suggesting
theappointmentof racial Bishopsin India--a
mamil Bishop for the Tamils, and a
Buropean Bishop for the Europeans, &o..
&e, &e..

All Hindus of whatever caste save aud
except non-caste Hindus like the Pariahs,
can worship at any temple among the
Hindus. A priest is a priest and a Brah-
man is a Brahman at whatever temple he
worships or officiates. All Brahmans ‘are
equal provided they conform themselves
to the rites and ceremonies prescribed by
religion to the members of that caste,
In Christendom, however, while the term
caste is unknown as such, there are multi-
various distinctions founded on birth,
rank, wealth, religion, sect, &c. The dis-
tinctions between man and man are much
more pronounced there than in the land
of the Hindus. In religion, not to speak of
the grand division into Protestants,
Catholics, and Members of the Greek
Church,there are thousand andone subdivi-
sions among Protestants themselves. ‘While
higher Hinduism brushes aside all distine-
tions founded on caste, colour, and sect,
Christianity upholds sectarianism through-
out. Bach sect and each communion
claims itself to be the sole depositary of the
truth and sole interpreter of Christ’s Mis-
sion. The criminations and recriminations
taking place among these sects and com-
munions are a study to the Hindus. In
Mr. Hunt’s book itself, the feeling shown
against Roman Catholics, not to speak of
Hindus and Muhammadans, .is most, un .
Christian. The religion which preaches the
«Father-hood of God and the brotherhood
of man’’, is the religion which is most di-
vided against itself of all religions of the
world. And yet Mr Hunt wants us to be-
lieve that it has abolished all distincticns
and divisions among mankind. - -

We do not blame Mr. Bunt much for the
misrepresentations and misstatements con-
tained in his book. He is a victim of the
faulty system adogpted by Christian propa-
gandists in modern ti mes. Modern Christ-
ianity revels in words and promises. Very
soldom do Christians practise what they
preach. Pulpits and platformssound and re-
sound with fulmiuations against the distine-
tionsof colour,caste, and creed. And yet the
very preachers of these doctrines are great-
or sticklersafter these distinctions than Hin-
dus, Buddhists. and Mubammadans. Christ-
janity has been an impractical ideal to
Christians. Who is that Christian who
follows the teachings of Christ as found in
the gospelst Christ,not taking stock of the
perversity of human nature, taught the
doctrine of the equality of man a8 applica-
ble to all stages of human progress. Hence
Christianity has failed to influence the con-
duet of mankind.Theoretical Christianity i3
as much distant from the Christianity of
modern Christians as the North pole is
from the South pole. Christian preachers
do mot practise what they preach.
This is how Christians have come to. be ac-
cused of hypocrisy and insincerity. One
looks in vain throughout Christendom for
Christian practice. For the guidance of
the Hindus, on the other hand,our ancient
Rishis have prescribed rules, in the applica-
tion of which to individuals,their social and
religious progress are to be taken note of.
Thus house-holders are subject to the rules
of caste and Gnanis are not. The experi-
ence and conduct of mankind throughout
the world are quite consistent with the pre-
cepts laid down by Hinduism, Hence the
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. comprehensiveness and universg.lity of
Hinduism and Hindu institutions.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
e _ IN JAFFNA.
- - Mr. 8 M. Burrows is iuspacting the different

oolleges and schools in the District, and making

« himself personally acquainted ‘with. the educa-

tional requirements of the .country. As the
Director is new to the office, we think that
ong or two words addrassed to him will
not be out of pluce hers. The Jaffna
Missionaries were not able to hoodwink the
last three Directors of Puablic Iastruction, Sir
Charles Bruce, Mr. H W Green, and Mr.J B.
Call, Before the time of Sir Charles, the Mission-
aries wore all powerfal in the Department.
Baivites who started schools had to appoint
Missionary managers to them, as
applications for grants in aid made by Non-
Charistian geutiemen and bodies were constartly
refused by the Department owing to the opposi-
tion of the Missionaries. Thut large-hearted
and liberal-minded KEaglishman, Sir Charles
Broce, broke the spell, and missionary
wonopoly of education  has  become a
thing of the past. Mr Burrows has large
experience of Ceylon, and we are sure that
ho has rightly gauged the objset of the
Missionaries in starting schools in Non-Chris-
tian centres, Wa are, therefore, of opinion that
‘he will duly encourage all indigenons efforts
made to educate the people, Christianity is one
thing aad education unother. It is quite
congistent with true Christian conduct to entrust
the education of the people to the people
themselves, wherever and whenever they show
their eageruess to undertake it. Christ and
his Disciples never taught their followers tohold
out the bait of secalar instraction to attract pupils
t) the Bible clisses, The policy has been
anaugurated in Tndia of encouraging and assisting
the people to start derominational schools, so
that religious instruction may be imparted to
brys and girls side by side with secanlar
anetraction. Many an official in India thinks
that Christiuna canvot educate  Hindas any
‘more than Mohammadans can eduncate Chris-
tians. We hope that the Director will adopt
this view where practicable, Besides, the
Missionaries of the North have been persistansly
‘opposing the introdnetion of a_conscienes clause
into the grant in-aid code. While Goverament
i3 pledged to religious wentrality, ean anybody
who accepts Government aid refuse to maiun-
tain that neatrality?

= MR J. H.LEAKC.C 8. AND
HIS WORK.

‘Owing to pressare of work, the Government
Agent deputed this year his Office Assistant
Mr Leak to dispose of applications for exenp-
tion fromp payment of road tax ik the case of
eome of the divisions. A high ribate of praise
is adcorded to Mr. Leak for the sound discretion
ezercised by him in doing the work of exemp-
tion, Not only in thia respect, but in many
other ways Mr Lieak has endeared himself to
the public. He has taken up the Secretary-
ship of the Jaffna Library and that of the Y.
M. C A., the duties of which are sure to engage
rest part of his spare time. He has also start-
ed an Agricuitural Class and delivers lectures
gratis every Thursday. Some of the promin-
ent citizens of Jaffna are members of this class,
Mr Leak combines in himself the suaviter in
modo and the fortiter in re and 18 deservedly
popular with every section of the community,
‘We hope that Governmert will not remove Mr.
Leak from Jaffna before sufficient time shall

" have elapsed to enable him to leave the im-
press of his multi-various work in the District.

LOCAL & GENERAL.

The Kandyan Seat—We understand that Mr.
8. N. W Hulugala, Ratemahatmeya in the
North-Western Province, has been  appointed
Kandyan Member of the Legislative Counecil.
Mr Hulugala isa most well-known, influential,

- and experienced headman.

The Hon; S C. Obeyesekara ¢ At Home''—
‘We are very glad to observe that Mr. Advocate
Allagakoen of the local bar was the gentleman
selected to propose the health of the new Low
Conntry Singhalese Member, Mr 8, C. Obeye-
sekara, at the At Home given by that gentle-
man on the 21st Instant. Mr. Obeyesekara has
20 many friends and acquaintances among the
Tamils, aod - it was bat fitting that a leading
member of the Tamil community was selected
a8 the spokesman at a gathering intended to do
honour to a leading member of the Singhalese
commaunity, Never was Mr. Allagakoen ymore
happy then when he exhorted Mr. Obeyesekara to

=
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| look after the interests not only of the Singha-

lege community but also of the Tamils. Practi-
cally the Tamils are now uurepresented in the
Legislative Council, Dr. Rockwood not being
in touch with the leaders of public opinion in
_the Tamil Provinces. -

A Cadet for the Jaffna-Kachcheri—Tha
Gazette of the 23rd Tastant annouuces the ap-
pointment of Mr. Conroy C C. S. as a cadet
attached to the Jaffna Kachchari.

Mr. G C. Tambapillai—Mr Tambapillai, Sub.
Inspector of Schools at Batticaloa paid a flying
visit to Jaffna last week.

The Cambridge Exuminations—It is notified
that the Cambridge Liocal Examinations will bs
held ou the 1Uth December 1900 and the

{ following days at Golombo, Kandy. Galle, Jaffna
{ and Battiecoloa.

The Mathematical Prize will ba
awarded to the candidate uunder 19 years of
age who passes the beat exumination (Sevior
Liocal) in Mathematics. The Gilchrist Scholar-
ship will be awarded to the candidate who
passes the best examination in Senior Loeal,
This scholarship is worth £. 150 a year avnd is
tenable for three years in Ergland.

A New Ship—We understand from the
Observer that Mr M K. N Kader Mohideen
Marikar of Jaffna has built and launched a vessel
called ¢ Patucal Cani”’ It was eurveyed ant
registered at Colombo. Her tonnage is 143-40
gross acd 129-81 registered tons.

Obituary—We aro sorry to record the sndden
and untimely death of Mr. C. Tisseveerasinghe,
employed in the Railway Dopartment at Talla-
wakelle. He was ason of Mr. J. B Tisseveer-
singhe, of the Minor Courts, Chavakachcherri.
Mr J. B Tisseveerasiughe had been to Talla-
wakelle and has returned.

The Postmaster-General—Mr. Moysey is now
ou 8 visit to Jaffoa and is iuspecting the Post
and Telegraph Offices in the Dustrict,

Mr. Vaughao—This gentleman who is the
Assigtant Government Agent at Mullaitiva, is
now at Jaffna, having come in connsction with a
case commited by him for trial before the
Supreme Court

Mr,S. Joseph—The Hesd Clark of the Tiscal’a
Office, and Depuaty Fiseal, Negombo, ia on &
visit to his friends and relations

‘*HE SUPREME COURT.

! The first Criminal Sessions of the Supreme
Court for the year 1900 commenced hers on the
23rd Tostunt The Hon’ble Justice Iiawrie
presiding, with Mr, Templer as Crown Counsel,
¥ Mr. Stork as Registrar, Mr Jalius as Private

>| Secretary, Mr. M. S Ramalingam as Tamil Inter-

preter, and ‘tr, Silva as Sioghalese Tuterproter,

The first case taken up was No % on the
Calendar in which Raman Kavapathy,a Nalava-
man of Pasaioor was charged with catting the
throat of one Naki, bis owu wife, with intent to
murder. The prisoner was not defended. Hig
defence was that the injury on the woman was
gelf inflicted. Though ths woand was of a 8eri-
ous nature, yet the woman recovered and gave
her  evidence in Court very rationally and in a
straightforward manner implicating her hns-
band as the person who cut her throat while hoth
were lying down on the same mat and while she
felt a little drowsy on the night of 17tk October
last, The Jury, of which Mr, de Niess was
foreman, however, acquitted the accused by a
majority of § to 2

Another case was disposed of on the same day,
Case No, 5 in which Muttutamby Kanagan, a
lad of 15 years of age was charged with rape,
alleged to have been committed at Allaipiddy, on
a girl of about 12 yea.r?:)rfI age, Thesame Jury
tried this case also 'The prisoner defended him-
self. The Jury were unable to arrive at a verdict
they having been divided 4 against 3. which
is not a majority according to the new Procednre
Code. His Lordship asked them to recousider
their verdict and try to return a verdict by a
proper majority, r'he foreman; however, informed
the Judge after a few minuntes’ further consid.
eration there was not any likelihood of their a«
greeing on a verdict. His Lordship thereupon
discharged the accused with a warning to behave
well in future.

The whole of the 24th was taken up with the
trial of Case No. 1 from Mullaitiva, in which a
Singhalese man by the name of Bastian was
charged with the murder of a Tamil woman at
Oddisuddan on the 26th June Isst. An Euglish
spenking Jury with Mr. William Mather was
called to try this case, Mr. Advocate Kanagasa-
bai who was assigned by the Crowa ably defend.
ed the accused. de was, however, convicted of
the capital offence and rentenced to be hanged,
The Frisoner protested his innocence, but_ his
Lordship informed him that the verdict was a
proper one and that he will report to His Ex-
cellency the Governor to that effect,

%
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On Monday the 26th Instant the Pangudi=
tiva Murder case No. 6,on the Calendar was
taken up, in which three notorious characters
of that Island were the accused, The 1st and 2nd
accused were defended by Mr, Kanagusabai and
the 3rd by Mr. Tirunavukarasu. Th s case co-
cupied the whole day and the Jury of which Me
de. Niese was foreman convicted the 1st acous.
ed of causing grieveus burt and acquitted the
other two accused. The oconvicted man was
sentenced the next day to 18 months’
imprisoument. This case is known thronghout

the Islands as a most brutal and oold-
blooded  murder. But  this result has
been brought abont by the conflicting

character of the evidence which was purposely
given, ib is said, to save the accased from the
gullows. The third accased admitted having
been a party to the murder befora the Magis.
trate, but cleverly explained, that ho was com-
pelled to do so by the pressure brouzht to bear
on him by others. Wo hope the Government
Agent will inquire whether the village head-
men had acted promptly in bringing tha
culprits to justice

The remaining two cases were disposed of on
the 27th Instant and the Sessionsclosed at1-30
P M. The lst case taken up that day was tha
rape case from Vavuniya, in which a husband
waa charged with the offence, committed on his
girl wife aged L1 years and 11 mouths, The
girl after living with-the accused for a few
days died, and it was found by post mortewn
examioation that her death was the result of the
accused having had intercourse with her.
The Judge charged for acquittal and the Jary
without retiving acquitted the accused. In the
next oase which was one of abduction the nce
cused was acquiited on the direction of His
Lordship as soon as the girl alleged to have
been abducted gave her evidence,

CORRESPONDENGE,
To the Editor, “Hindu Oagan”

Sir

It affords us ne little pleasure to ses that yon
have undertaken fo expose the errors and
fallacies contained in Rev T. P Hunt's treatise
on tke evidencea of Christianity, It is your
daty to do so inasmuch as the book ‘mige
represents facts and tends to create false jm-
pressions in the miads of the unedugated
Hindus. Pleasse give me also room in your
valuable journal to make soma observationg on
the fir-tchapter of the-book dealing with miracles
for the present. In faet, about one-third of tha
chapter is taken np by attacks on Hinduigm,
which are almost entirely irrelevant, and which
do not at all help. to establish the truth of
Christianity. He would have done some service
to the Christian religion, had he solely devoted
bhis time and = labour. to bring forward some
arguments, if any, in  support of the Genesis
account of the creation and so forth, which hava
been severely criticised by eminent ecientista
such as Professor Huxley and others and proved
to be quite incompatible with science The baok
has shown beyond doubt Mr. Hunt's utter ignor~
ance of Hiuduism. Hioduism does not rest for
its support upon miracles. Lat us look into the
mir.acles enumerated in tha Bible and estimate
their valae: The progress of science has shown
beyond doubt that all miracles recorded there-
1o, excepting one or two, could be performed by
mag witkout the aid of supernataral powers,
Io many ocases a strong impulse  come
municated to the brain by means of Hypuootizm
mesmerism, or some other process, may send q;
current along a nerve, which way temporarilp
or even permanently resiore motion to g
paralysed limb or give fresh vitality to, g
paralysed nerve. Thus the damb may speak, the
blind ses, the lame walk without the aid  of
supernatural agency. Ounly Christ’s raising the
dead and he himself rising on the third day
from the dead, can be called miracles in the
real sense of the word Bat the evidengs
addoced to support them is insufficient. Thak
evidence, notwithstanding Mr. Huns ¢ the
contrary, is no better than the evidsnce pros 4
dauced by the priest of Sella Sannatty 1'am (;1.5;3?,:"!.‘
support of the miraculous event wwb.-s?:,. Mr.
Hunt tells us, is said to have taken piage thers,
Ouve day, the priest stirred up the peopls who |
were sleeping in the temple and #tuld them o
that the temple deity appeard to him in aa
vision and told him that a thief was placking
some cocoanuts in the temple pramises. When
they went there with a torch light together
with the priest, they saw the thief in the
middle of the tree shivering with fear being
neithar able to get down nor climb up It i
only when the priest ordered him to get down
he wasable to do so. Mr Hunt 8ays thaa
this was a pre-arranged plan to deceive the
people. Mr. Hunt may be right becauss
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though there is 1O conflict in the evidence
adduced to support the alleged miracle, it 18
more probable that the testimopy of human
witnesses should be false than that laws of
pature could be violated. In the same way,
though the writers of the Gospels might
corrobarate one another ns regards the evidence
pat forward to support the miracles in question,
yet no sensible man would believe that the
dead were raised because the evidence to
establish such & violation of the laws of nature
must be overwhelming so much so that no
other possible copstruction could be possible.
Mr. Hunt himeelf would have come across many
books writien by eminent scientists calling 10
guestion the possibility of the miracles. The
agreement among the writers of the Synqptlcal
Gospels is only spparent. When their evidence
;s examined minutely, contradictions can be
diecovered. Now, let me return to Mr. ‘Huut.’s
eneers at the miraculous events parrated in 80W@
of the Puranas and Ithikasas. Assuming that
the miraeles were false, their falsity would not
affect Hinduiem & whit. The Vedas are the
knowledge of God. They are the chief authority
on Hinduisw. {Puranas were written to
popularise Hinduism, They were pot meant for
gcholars, but for the ordinary people who cen-
pot understand esoteric Hindnism and pbhilo-
sophy: So Vedio knowledge wes pluced in
concrete form before the common people in the
Puranas, where the lives of Devas, Asuras,
gieat men, ssints, and kings are recorded. Some
writers have had recourse to fables algo. Taking
Skanda Purans, for instance, the fight between
Suras and Asuras for supremacy indicates the
fight between good and evi', Did Mr Haot ever
read the opinions of the great Oriental scholars,
such as Professor Max Muller snd others on
the Puranss, Maha Bharata, the Ramayann,etc;?
It is strange that @ man of Mr. Hant's
reputation and position in the American
Mission should proceed to criticise. Hinduism
without knowing or caring to know the
criticisms passed on it by eminent savants
and Orientalists,
Yours truly

Hatton M. V.

22/2/1900.

SELECTIONS.

A Mahar Saint.

Mamags of the Deccan are the same a8 Pariahs of
Madras. They live outside towns and villages and
though so many centuries have passed since Wwe
(Aryas) have come in contact with them they know
very little of our ethics and religion. They have
imitated our habits social customs and have adopted
our Gods and deities. Ask a Mahar what his caste 18,
and he will tell you_he is «Chokhumela.” He feel
pride in being called by that term. T wish 4o write
something of that great saint, Chokhamela, who has
become the pride of his community.
= Chokhamels, though a Mahar (Pariah) by caste,
wag a greab devotee of Pandurang, the deity qf
Pandharpur. Pandharpor, like Srirangapatam, 18
famons for its deity in the Deccan, and thousands of
devotees from far and near pay visits to its shrine
every year. Chokha was an inhabitant of Pandhar-
pur and being & Mirasidar had to do several duties
assigned to the Mahar of the town. From ancient
times Mahars are cousidered outcastes. They are
shunned and hated, their very shadow or touch being
considered a great pollution. Chokha, though purer
in his heart and actions than a Brahmin, had to share
the fate of Lis csste. Nobody touched him or allowed
him to mingle in their community.

Though he had to put up with these mortifications
every minute he never stooped to takethem into con-
gideration. He was sincere in his devotion to Pandur-
ane. Wenever he saw Sadhus or saints, he fell at
their feet and begged them to enlighten him on some
abstruse points of rehgion and philosophy.

He used to hear Kurtanas with great delight and
observe regularly the fast of Ekadashi. He kept the
surrounding place of the Temple clean and always
attered the name of Pandurang. His wife was a pious
and chaste woman, Who always promptly obeyed the
orders of her lord. She too was a sincere devotee of
Pandurang. Both of them, though very poor, lived
a happy life and thought little of this world. Though
their earning was Very small, they never forgot the
claim charity had on them. With their humble means
g&nd humble opportunities they tried to help the
needy, feed the hungry and console the bereaved. In
short, the life they lived was an exemplary one, nob
only to their own community but even tomany of the
nigh-caste Brahmins. : .

Oastes and creeds are pure inventions of man.
Owing to hisinherent pride, man has brought these
institutions into existence. Bnt in the eyes of God
there are neither castes nor creeds, all individuals be-

ing alike to him. Heis onlg fond of Bhakti or de-
votion s man has towards him.

On a certain Kartika Ekadashi God Pandurang -

went to Chokha's cottage and asked to give Him
something for eating. t being a fast day, there was

nothing in the house except a little curd. Chokha
went to his wife and asked her whether there was any
thing for eating in the house as would become their

Lord. His wife gave him the little curd which she
had. . Chokha went to the Lord and offered him
curd. While the Lord was partaking ofsthe curd

with great relish, Chokha with folded hands asked
the T.ord to come to his cottage next day for finishing
the fast of Ekadasi. The Lord complied with his
request and disappeared.

A Brahmin who happened to go by Chokhia’s cottage
ghat time, saw the Lord there and heard the request
made by the outcaste.  The Brahmin boiling with
rage wended his way to the temple and going straight
to the idol began to examine him very minutely. He
happened to see a particle of cuxd over the Pitambar,
“Pollusion! Pollution!!” he cried with rgreat indig-
pabion. The Bramins who were standing near him
were surprised and they could not understand what
he meant. He told all what had happened and also in-
formed them that the Lord is to go again to Chokha's
house for dinner to-morrow. The ido! has clothes
upon it, and it is against religion and practice to
touch such clothes if polluted by & Mahar.

The Brahmins put their heads together and resol-
ved not to tonch the idol nnless Chokha be killed or
his impure deed he put a stop to. They went to the
Dewan of the King and complained of Chokha's
conduct. They said they would lose their caste and
religion if such things were allowed under his Lenign
control; they wonld prefer death than submit to such
Varnasakar and lead polluted lives. The Dewau,
Deing an orthcdox mau of the same type, ordered that
Chokha should forthwith be brougt before him.

Nine or tem Yavanas weut to Maharwada and
caught hold of Chokha at once. Chokha being sur-
prised was at his wits’ end to know what had
happened. He hegged of the Yavanas to be civil and
a little courteons. But in vain! They forthwith
took him to the Dewan without allowing him a
moment’s time to breathe. Chokha cared little for his
personal mortification and agonies. His Lord was to
come to his house for dinner and he was busy all the
time with it. He was now anxious that his Lord
would have to go back hungry and unfed.

When he reached the palace, Chokha fell on the
ground and bowed to his majesty the Dewan. He
asked why the Mabap Sarkar wanted him so. ur-
gently there. The Dewan unmoved by this pathetic
scene cried out “you wretch! you knave! you worse
than a roguel! do you wish to pollute our sacred
shrines, our idols, as well asour caste by such
wicked acts. You mnst know that you are a Mahar
and as such you must not enter the shrine. These
people say you enter the temple every might and call
Pandurang to dinner. This is a great pollution and,
you must be punished for it.”

Chokha with clasped hands bowed down his head
and making a Johar said “Sirkar! I am fully aware
of my position. I shall be the last man to offend any
body or to go agaiust the established rules of
Society. I am an humble devotee of the Lord and I
never enter your sacred temple. The Lord, it seems,
is pleased with my sincere devotion aund he himself
comes to my cottage.
for the offence you allege against me. Though I am
an outcaste my God is the same as yours. All men
are equal in the eyes of God and he never makes in-
vidious distinctions of castes like man. The supreme
Chaitanya pervading your body and mine i8 ove and
the same and cannot be distinguished. A Brahmin
and a Mahar tread on the same ground, and still the
earth is pure and unpolluted. Brahmins and Mahars
both bathe in the holy waters of the Ganges and still
the water never loses it sacreduess. It would be
better if hnmanity were guided by such broad
principles.”

The Dewan lost his patience and told the outcaste
to hold his tongue.  Hc said “Brahmins need not
learn Vedanta from a Mahar.”  He called the Kot-
wal and told him that the villain should be tied to
the feet of a bullock and the animal driven through
the town till he is dead.

The scene was very pathetic.  The words of the
high-handed Dewan fell on the ears of those who were
there with great surprise.  Even the bigoted
Brahmins now began to feel pity for the poor victim.
Others who were standing there being completely
overwhelmed began to shed tears. Two wild bullocks
were brought and the innocent Chokha was tied to
their feet. - He was serene and calm, all the while
praying Pandurang to rescue him from the calamity.
He had firm faith in-his God and lost no moment in
invoking the aid of His supreme hand. His words, it
appears, reached heaven and Pandurang came down
running to relieve his beloved Bhakta just as he did
in the cases of Droupati, Prahlada and Gajendra.

The bullocks though ferocious and mighty did not
move an inch. They were, asit were, nailed to the
ground on which they stood! They were terribly
beaten still they did not move. The news gpread
apace through the town and many flocked to witness
the wonderful scene.  Meanwhile Chokha’s wife who
was away in the jungle returned home. No sooner
she stepped in the house, news of the troubles of her
husband reached her ears. She was a Pativrata and
adored her husband just like her God. She went
straight tothe place where Chokha was tied to the feet
of the bullocks and embraced him. Tears ransdown
her eyes and she began to cry. Chokha soothed and
consoled her. But her emotions could nob be stopped.
Chokha told her that God had come to his rescue and
there was no fear any longer. She opened her eyex

I am in no way to be blamed -

and saw she Lord standing by theside of her husband
She fell oh the ground and expressed her obligation -
for relieving her husband and restoring him to her.

People were surprised to find this great charge in
their attitude. - They remained fearless and the
bollocks stood near them like sheep. Chokha expla-
ined them that as the Lord has undertaken to protect
him, no human efforts could deprive him of his life.
The spectators were now convinced that some
supreme power must have come to Chokha's help.
They asked him to show them his God. Thereupon
he replied: *He is ouly seen by those whose acts are
pure and who pray and worship him with sincere de-
votion. Tnless you ennoble yourself, you can never
see him.” Chokha was well known for his pure life
and sincere devotion. They hadno idea that an
humble mau like him sheuld have so mnchknowledge
as would do justice to s Vedantis of the highest type.
Many of them fell at his _feet and others dispersed
with admiring hearts. _The highhanded Dewan and
his clique were achamed of the hasty step they had
taken in persecuting a man of great kunowledge
and exemplary character. Chokha was no longer per-
secuted, and he was from this time forth treated with
great reverence and respect by all classes of the Hindu
society. Chokha’s name is well-known in the Decean
and his life has got & place in Puranas and Senkirt-
anas. He was called a saint, and his cottage was fre-
quented by many for hearing discourses on ethics aud
religion.

Chokha was allowed free access to the temple. But
he, irdeference to the rules of the society, declined
the concession. However, he went to the fourthstep,
whence he could see the face of theidol, and expressed
his williugness to see his beloved deity every day
from that plece. The fourth step is yet called
Chokba’s step, and Mahars are allowed frec access as
far as that step!

Another story of his life comes down to us, and it
runs as follows:—

Owiug to some caste squabbles, Chokha was boy-
cotted by his caste-men aud -al. intcrcourse was
stopped with him. He being a man of high ideals and
reformed views was seldom understoed My his ignor-
ant caste-men. Though the persecution was bitter
he cared for it very little. He had firm faith ineGod
and believed that thcngh the bigotted had abandoned
him, he would be the last to do it. He being a Mira-
sidar it was one of his duties to take away all
carcoses from the villages and to consign them to
jungles. As no-bedy helped him in this duty the
work of dragging huge carcases of oxen and buffaloes
fell to him alone. Once upon a time a buffaloo died
and his caste-men thought it a good opportunity to
humiliate him if he came te ask their help. They
were certain that it was impossible for him to drag
the buffaloo alone and they flocked to the spot where
the earcase was lying. Chokha with anxious steps
came to the place. It was guite impossible for him
to drag the anira alone. All eyes were sct upon h'm
and his humility increased every moment. He did
not talk & word to h's caste-men, but was looking
quitely at the carcase.  He fell on his feet and
invoked the aid of God. He prayed that if He would
not help him that time his fate was doomed. Great
humiliation and bitter persecution were in store for
him.  He prayed and prayed most devoutly and
thought that some! ody told him to hegin the work.
He prepared himself, and after tying the carcage to a
wooden bedm legan to pullit on.  The crowd set
their eyes on him and eagerly watched the affair,
Chokhs drageed the carcase alone to the jungle! His
castemen were convinced of his devotion and the help
God had offered him in his troubles. They were
mortified and now felt repentance that they had m
vain ex-communicated and persecuted such a noble
and vious mau.

Chokha’s name is well-konwn throughout the
lergth and breadth of the Deccan and the devotees of
Pandharpur are proud t{mb they bad under their ban-
per men like Chokhamale who though born in low

classes attained Mukti by sincere dovoticn towards

Pandurang. NOTIGE
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