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TO THE PUBLIC.
‘HBE BINDL QRGER

THE CHEAPEST WEEKLY
NEWSPAPER IN GEYLON.

e have now the pleasure of presenting to owr sub-
scribers and to. the public in general, an English
Weekly Newspaper whose sole aim is to safequard na-
tive interests and to foster national aspirations and

wndertakings.
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We have fized the rates as low as possible so that it [

may be within the reach of every body, and thus
‘create a cominunily of feeling and interest amongst as
large a circle of our conntrymen as possible.

We earndsily hope that our countrymen will appre-
ciate our hunble efforts to serve ihem, and accord to
us their support—moral as well as Pecuniary—rto de-
serve which, i{ has been, and will be, our constant

endsavour.
THE MANAGER.

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
HINDUC ORGAN.

FOR SUBSCRIBERS.
Tam. Ed; Eng:Ed: BothEd:
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THE
ATYA
PARIPALAN A
SABHAL
JAFFNA.

ESTABLISTHED JULY, 1533,
GENERAL OBJECT.

To promote the religions, moral, and
Educational
Ceylon by establishing

COLLECES AND SCHOGLS
in the different centres of Hindu popula-

| tion in the Island, and by such other means

i

as would bring about the desired object

THE HINDU COLLEGE, JAFFNA.
FOUNDED IN NOVEMBER 1890.

THE SAIVA PARIPALANA SABHAL
THE ONLY COLLEGE

. i Ceylon where Hindu youths receive
- secular instruction side by “side with

Ry-Cts. Bs-Cts, I5-Cts |
. and teaches up to the F, A, Standard.
| Maxager:—V. CASIPPILLAI Esq:

Juffua Town per anpnum 1-50 8 00 4-00
Outstations ana ladia 2-00 400 550
Suraits Settiements 2-25 450 6-25
FOR PATRONS
Rs. Cts.
Jaffua Town per annum 10-00 and upwards
Oatstations and India 1L-00 do
Straits Settlements 12-00 do
Fortnightly  Tamil, and weekly English

editions of the Hindu Organ will be sent fres
to patrous for one year.
PRI, "SRG
(SYLLABUS OF SUBJECTS FOR THE ENGLISH
UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION
FOR THE YEAR 1901.

1. The English Language

2. English History—Special period « » |
1760—a. D 1837; questions on the Gen— |
' quested to bring them to the Kachcheri

eral History of England
3 English Leterature —S

pecial period

Lear, Merchant of Venice, and Richard 11 5
Milton: L'allegro ,1’1 Penseroso, Lycidas,
and Comus, Macaulay’s Essay on Boswell’s
Life of Johnson; Boswell’s Journal of a
Tour in the Hebrides.

4 Latin —Unprepared passages
translation into English; Latin Prose
Grammar (including questions on Syntax )

5. Greek—Unprepared passages for
translation into English' Grammar (includ-

ing questions, on Syntax); translation of |

English Sentences into Greek.

6 Questions on the General History of |

Greece down to 3238 ¢, and of Rome
down to 3I B ¢

: J. HARWARD,
Acting Director of Publio Instraotion.

Office of the Director Public Instruction
Colombo, June 29, 1899.
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» MORAL AND RELICIOUS INSTRUCTION.
The College is affiliated to
THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.

. (Proctor,, Supreme Court.)
Privorpan:—N. SELVADURAI Esq: B. A.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

in aid of the College will be thankfully

received by g
HE MANAGER

NOTICE.

Is hereby given that it is proposed to

. buy and send from Jafina specimens of

|
!
|
|
|
|
I

for |

- gold and silver jewellery and brass work

for the Paris Exhibition of 1900. Persons
willing to dispose of such articles are re-

on every Tuesday and Thursday at 2

A » 1560—a. b 1620; Shakespeare King B,

No specimens will be bought after the

Joitl. LEAK ©
For Govt. Agent.

. 3uth September next.

Jaffna Kachcheri
 27th June 1899 ——m—

A CHALLENCE

A young Black Bull for, sale Rs Tu0;this
Bull is the fastest*‘Hackery Bull”’that ever
stepped, will be glad to race it against any
-Bull now Breathing

Apply 8. Suppiah
mtyre

|

Maskeliya

FOR SALE ,

A fine stud Bull 14 feet in length and full
of Bone Rs 250 Also afine Boar Rs 120 and
one English cow giving 10 bottles par day
Bs 100, « - :

Apply 8. Suppiah
Kintyre
Maskeliya

condition of the Hindus of

|

G. Kurr & Sops.
HARMONIUM MANUFACTURERS.
AND
IxPorTERS oF MusicaL InsTRUMENT.

52 Dhurrumtollah Street, Caleutta.
Ter Brst Box Harwonivz or T4® Duav.

THE

LILY-FLUTE

GUARANTEE FOR z YEARS.

The best Harmouniam for playi 1
and Hindastani aicg e Bengah

It is of convanient dimensiong and sirong
throughout while the exteri:r is so beautitul as
to make it an ornament to any drawing-room.

Exquisite tone and tonch, beautiful design,
and sound workmauship characteriza this High
Class ‘Harmonium,

Pitted with all the latest improved mechan-

| 1sms

| Music and appreciated by

Highly recommandad by tha « Professors of

the Music Trade all

i over India.

8 Octavea with 3 S:ops (Ine'nding & Tramols)

FtoF. s . 35
Do, do. G0 5 .. 33
Do. {best qualitey o, s ... 40

CASH WITH OL:DERS,
Ocders exscated by V. P. P. when they are ag-
companied with quarter of the amonnt,
CATALOGUE FREE ON APPLICATION.
BricaTEe! CHEAPEST! Mosy InTzRE9TING! !/

~an-
PLEASE NOIE.

After many years’ labour a Rare Inval
able Religious Book in Frgligh hasﬁusr
been published,

RO HINDU SHOULD BE WITHOUT IT. :

“KRISHNA = KRISHNAISM”

OR
TrE LIre Cuara0TER, AND TrACHINGS OF
SREE KRISHNA..

By
BULLORAM MULLICK s. 4,

(Author of many religious and other books).
NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED IN THE ENcrLisy LaNGuack.
Highly spoken of by the leading Journals
and Newspapers in India and Abroad,
Price Rs. 1-4; Postage As. 1-6; V. P. P.
Rs. 1-8
Foreign countries:—Single Copy 2s, 64

| T
THE LAND-MARKS OF ETHICS.

y’

{
|
|
|

|
|
|

|

ACCORDING TO THE GITA.
OR
Sree Krishna’s Teachings to Arjuna.

by
s TH% SAME AUTHOR
18wl amply repay pe L
Price Four Annas .0]3'}.77/; V.p P. %.]:Se?:::innn.
oreign Uountries,

Singls Copy 64. 100 Copies £1,

Ounly a few copies are availabla,

Please apply sharp to the Pubiiah
NOKUR CHUNDER DUIT.

6, Chors Bagan [,

: CALCUTTA,
N. B —Both, if token together, will coet
posifreeBs 1-8 V. P, P. Rs, 1.19 o
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1HPORTANT NOTICE

70 OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

As previously announced, we @re now publishing
the “HINDU ORGAW® as on English Weekly News-
paper with a Tamil Fortnightly Supplement.

We are sending both the English and Tamil vssues
‘o all our Subseribers in the hope that they would
awillingly subscribe for both.

Any gentleman who may ot like this arrangement,
will Findly let us know his wish, by a Post Card,
without puiling ws o unnecessary expense and
" #rouble. :

OUR SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS

Should also settle vip their accounts without delay.
7t is rather hard on their part to expect us to continue
supplying them with the paper without their paying
for il.

We BANNOT bring ourselves fo believe that most of

them are NOT ABLE to remit the small sums that ap-
pear against their names as arrears.

THE MANAGER,

-

e et e

JAXPNA, WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1899
¢ The Taw of Defamation.
B O

The Hon: A, De A. Senpeviratne, re-
presentative of the Low Country Singhalese
in the Legislative Council, has given notice
of his intention to introduce, at an early
date, an Ordinance amending section 480
of the Ceylon Penal Code, according
to which the punishment prescribed for
defamation is simple imprisonment for two
years or fine or both. Mr, Seneviratne
proposes to add rigorous imprisonment
to the punishment already provided for
Wo believe it is to be left to the discre-
tion of the judge to award simple or
rigorous imprisonment as the justice of
the case may require. The offence of
defamation is ab present triable only by
the Supreme Court, and the Judges of that
Court may be trusted to exercise the dis-
cretion vested in them, with a due regard
to the ends of justice. So far, there is
no fear of the freedom of the press being
curtaileds Butit may be that in future, Dis-
triet Courts and Police Courts may be em-
owered to try the offence of defamation,
aq s the cage in India we believe, The
other day one of the Presidency Magis-
trates of Madras tried the ¥ditor of ithe
Madras Standard for defaming the' Hon:
V. Bashyam Iyengar, and sentenced him to
pay a fine of five hundred rupees In.any
future amendment of -the Penal Code, 1if
jurisdiction should be given to District
Courts and Police Courts to try cases of
defamation, the proposed _amendment
would prove detrimental to the interests
of honest journalism. But we hope that
cages of defamation will continne to be
gent up for trial before the higher court
— before adJudge and Jury—and that
TJurisdiction will never be given to inferior

courts to try that offence.
We cannot bring ourselves to be~
lieve that Mr. Seneviratne will bea party
to any abridgment of the liberty of the

_confidence of all classes of Ceylonese,
and we have reason to believe that the
proposed legislation is necessary to put
down the slanders and calumnies published
by a section of the journalists of Ceylon,
That hundreds of gentlemen—Europeans.
Burghers, Singhalese, and Tamils—have
been persistently reviled by these members
of the Fourth Estate goes without saying,
and if it is thought that simple imprison-
mentwill not put astop to their misdoings
legislation on the lines proposed by Mr.
- eneviratne is imperative. In this  view
the proposed amendment must be wel-
comed and not deprecated

The learned Chairman of the Racquet

that opportunity to  protest against
the proposed amendment of the law of
defamation. Broadly speaking, we must
agree with him in thinking that the
amendment is not desiraple in the in-
terests of the freedom of the press But
we cannot bring ourselves to believe as
he does, that it is uncalled for or i.tend-
ed to suppress criticism and gag public
opinion- in Ceylon. No man with any
self-respect or stake in the country can
view with equanimity or unconcern the
clanders and calumnies that are sown
broadeast in the country againist gentle-
men of unimpeachable honour andintegrity,
not excluding even His Excellency the
Governor, by persons who are callous to
all sense of shame and honor and on whom
the punishment prescribed by the present
law cannot have a deterrent effect. The
alteration of the law has therefore, become

and safety. The amendment, however,
should be of sucha nature as will effec-
revent the liberty conceded to the

without interfering with
and conscientious discharge of their duties
by journalists.

The suggestion of the *“Times of
Ceylon” that rigorous imprisonment should
be imposed for the offence of defamation
on a second conviction only, is worthy of
consideration We would make another
suggestion in the hope that it will
receive the serious consideration of the
Government and thepublic. The law now
demands that before the publication of a
newspaper, a declaration should be made
by the printer and publisher, stating the
name of the place and locality where it
is to be printed and published Any one
~ can doitas the law now stands If the
law be so amended as to provide that
no person convicted of any infamous crime
should print, publish, or edit a newspaper,
the object aimed at by Mr. Seneviratne
may, in our opinion, be attained. The pro-
prietor of the paper should be a party to
the declaration and it should be made an
offence to makea false declaration or to
employ persons convicted of infamous
crimes as editors of mewspapers.

-~

MR. R. W. ALLAGAKOEN, THE POLICE MAGISTRATE
OF POINTPEDRO AND CHAVAKACHCHERI.

We are extremely glad to understand that the

abovenamed gentleman has creditably passed
the examination prescribed by the minute of
12th December 1898 for gentlemen, being non-
lawyers, who have been appointedjas Cadets
and Magistrates otherwise than by the channel
of competition. Mr. Allagakoen has spassed
his examination in the Penal and Proeedure
Codes and the Law of Evidence.

1n this connection W& cannot but obeserve
that it does not at all savour of statesmanship to
appoint b gentleman a8 magistrate and
enquire into his qualifications months and years
afiocwards. . In the pader of Mr Allaga-
koen, we have been always perfectly iconfident
that he would come out guccessful in the ex-

_press unless he sees the necessity for it.
He is an Unofficial Member™ enjoying the

Court mecting held lately, embraced .

necessary in the interestsof public morality

th honest

= o e
amination. But, what becomes of those whe
do not paseitf To turn them “out from the
high pedestal on which they have been placed
by Government will be making  them
the langhing stock of the people. A man of even
average pradence will put the horse before the
cart and not the cart before the borse, Cannok
the Government manage governmeutal
with &8 much praience as an average man of
business among-the people?

Iu the case of Mr Allagakoer, & non-pro-
fessional judge thougi he is, we have been
always of opivion that a qaalifying examiaation
prescribed by the minuic is nunecessary. We
have watch.d his carcer at Point Pedro and
Chavakachcheri, and have alwuys found him to
acquit himself in the di-clarge of his duties
as creditably as any wsgistrate belonging 4o
the regular Civil Ssivice. Indeed, inthe grasp
of puints of law or mastery of facts his pro-
fessional predecessor was wo superior to ‘him.
Mr Allagakoet’s industry, sound common seénse,
knowledge of the enstoms, habits, and feelings
of the people, and the patience displayed in
the hearing of cas's, added to the shrewdness
and intelligence charactevistio of the family
to which he belongs, have stood him in goed
stead and rendered the discharge of his dauties
eminently satisfactory. We wish him a loog
and prosperous career in the Civil Service.

LOCAL & GENERAL.

Tae SArviTE ScmooL ar Vansawve NNa1—The

annual prize-giving at this insditution ook
place on the 19th Instans, Sri M-t Soma
Sundrakkurukkal of Neervely presiding, The

gchool is now under the management of Mr.
T. Kailasapillai who spares no puins t¢improye
the status of the school as the premier Saiva
Prakasa Vidya Salai in Jaffos. Several promi-
nent gentlemen of Jaffna were present at the
function, among whom were Mr Advocate
Kanagasabai and Messrs Changarappillai and
Casippillai, Proctors

OuR CONTEMPORiEY oF THE ‘CEYLON Parrior”
REFERS To US 1IN THE TFOLLOWING  TERMSI-—
Ounr contemporary of the Hinds

and partly in Tsmil, is now, we are glad
to announce, given entirely in Eoglish
with a view, no doubt, to enhance its usefuloess
g0 as to suit the present advanced state of
learning and civilization. We need hardly ssy
that it is the duty of Nativesin general and of
the Saivites in particular to come forward aod
lend a helping haud to the editor or editors of
the Organ who work without expecting any
remunsration for their trouble, the diffienlt and
responsible nature of which vone oput editors
ouly know. Wae are very glad to walcome the
journal in ite present more acceptable form, and
wish it all success

Tre Supreye Covrr—I3 is believed that Mr,
Joseph Greuier will be apprinted Commissioner
of Assize to preside over the Bessions that
will commence here on the 14th proximo.

Prrsoai— Mr. R. W, Allegakoen, Police
Magsitrate Point Pedro and Chavakacherireturos
to Jaffoa by the “Lady Gordon™ tomorrow. -

Ax Eoyeriax pxiLe—Mohamed Samv Pasha
one of the exiles hns been pardoned by the
Khedive, He is making preparations to leave
Ceylon for Egypt

Ax Inspecror oF Durce Rec rps—Mr R.
G Anthonisz,  Assistant Registrar-General
has been appointed Inspector of Dateh Ree
cords, Mr N W Morgappah sacts for him as
Assistant R.gistrar-General

S, Joun’s COLLEGE, Jarrna—The Rev R. W-
Ryde, Vice-principal of Trinity Ccllege, Kandy,
becomes Principal of St. Jobn’s iCollege,
Chundicully, vice the Rev; J Carter who pro-
ceeds to Evgland.

Ax OFrIcIAL SEAT IN THE LEGISLATIVE Covuxein

—Major L. F. Knollys, C. M G., Inspector-
General of Prisons has been appointed an
official member of the Legislative - Council in
anccession to the Hon: F. A, Cooper, Director
of Public Works who has proceeded home
on leave.
—TaEeE was 8 time when Enropeans poobpoohed
the notion that Indians bad any system of.
medicine of their own. Bat what a change !
The other day, Dr 'W.J Simpson, at 8 meeting
in London in which an important medical
subject was discussed, made guotations from
Susruta and called him “the great Indien
physician,”

affairg
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AN INPORTANT JUDGRIENT OF THE DISTRICT
e GOURT OF JAFFNA. -

—— e

The Law of Pre-emption held not obsolete—the
Ord: No.4 of 1895 ~abolishing publication
- schedule held not to affect the Law of Pre-emption.

1- Iragunatha AM.udaliyar Tillsinather and his wife

~ 2, Chellachchi and

Parupathippillai widow of Thamotharam pillai
all of Vannarponnai ° Plaintiffs.
No. 1684,
G- G Vs, 3
1. Lena Pens Ramasamy Chetty by his attorney
Liana Pena Alagappa Chetty and
2. Velauthar Sangarapillai both of Vannarponnai
Defendants.

- Messrs Advocates Allagakoen, Vanniasinghe,
and Sandrasegara instructsd by Mr.
- C. Stranterbergh, Proctor, for Plaintiffs

Messrs Advocates Kanagasabai and Tirunavu-
a5 ‘karasu instrocted by Messrs  Casip-

- pillai and Cathiravelu, Proctors, for .

2nd Defendant.

The following Judgment pronounced by the
learsed District Judue (Mr C. Eardley—Wilmot!
oo the 21st July 1899, explains the facts of the
€ase’ — i

. 1st Defendant was the proprietor of a certain
land called Puliyadi in the District of Jaffna.

He sold it to 2nd Defendant for Rs. 12000—00 by
deed dated 12th February 1899 (attested 13th
February 1899) filed.

9nd and 3rd Plaintiffs are adjacent land owners,1st
Plaintiff is hasband of 2ud Plaintiff. They claim a
right of pre-emption to the land. They filed Plaint
on 6th March 1899 aud deposited Rs. 12000—00 ou
7th Mareh 1899

st Defegclant has not filed answer, 2ud Defendant
the purchaser disputes the claim.

The issues are whether the law of Pre-emption is
still in force in Jafina, whether Plaintiffs had the
option of buying the land and whether they aie
entitled to exercise the right of pre-emption, if the
law is still in force, and if they had no notice previous
to the sale.

2nd and 3rd Plaintiffs have not given evidence. 1st
Plaintiff states that he first heard of the proposed
zale on night of 11:h Febrnary and.that he went to
se6 st Defendantthat- night, but only saw his
Kanakkappillai. He states that on'12th February which
was a Sunday he saw the Defendants and that they
both refused to-sell the land. 1st Plaintiff states that
at that time he had Rs. 12000—00in his iron safe at
home and was prepared to pay cash for the land.

It appears however that 1st Plaintiff telegraphed
$0 his son-in-law Murukesu in Singapore™ to send
Rs.15000—00 and thathe received the Rs.15000— 00
from Singapore a few days before the case was institut-
ed. He declares however that he did not deposit the Rs.
12000—00 out of that Rs.15000—00 but out of other
moneys whick he hadin cash by him. If so, it is difficult
tounderstand why he did not institutethis case earlier.
Moreover he is unble to explain how he came to have
Rs.12000—00 in cash, He says that he lent money ont
on Pronotes and that the Rs.12000—00 is part of the
ropayments on that amount. But he says that he keeps
no books and he is unable to give the names of the

rsons who paid the money. Iam of opinion that
he-paid the Rs.12000—00 onut of the Rs,15000—00
which he received from Singapore and that he had not
got the money on 12th February last.

ond Defendant states that he had paid
Rs. 3000—00 to 1st Defendant as earnest money on
1ith Febrnary, and thaton 12th February 1Ist
Plaintiff asked him to re-transter the land to him-
This was before the deed was executed. 2nd Defendant
replied that he was willing to do so if 1st Plaintiff
would repay him the Rs.3000 —00 earnest money
already paid by him. 1st Plaintiff said he was unable
to'do that at once as he must write to Singapore and
et money. 2nd’ Defendant replied “do as you like.”
%)efeudants then went to the Notary’s Office and got
the deed executed. 1st Plaintiff did not accompany
them. ?

I accept 2nd Defendant’s version as the true one.
But I am of opinion that his answer to 1st Plaintiff
“Do as you like” was purposely intended to
mislead 1st Plaintiff into the idea that he would be
allowed time to get the Rs.3000—00 to repay 2nd
Defendant. I think that 1st Plaintiff was not aware
that Defendants intended to execute the deed that
day. It is to be noted that it was a Sunday, that the
notary Who drew up the deed is a Christian, and that
this is the only deed that he has ever drawn on a Sun-
day. Probably 2nd Defendant réplied in this way to
stop further unpleasantness. 2nd Defendant further
says that on 6th February he asked 3rd Plaintiff whe-
ther she wished to buy the land and she said she did
not wish to. 8rd Plaintiff has not come forward to
deny this. So it must be taken to be true. It would
therefore appear that 3rd Plaintiff had the option of
buying the land on. 6th February and that 1st
plaintiff had thc option of doing so on 12th
February, but he had not the money at- that .time.
It appears however that by old custom persons who

and

" by Ord: 4 of 1895. Tt is therefore urged that

have a right of pre-emptiron, who reside in the village

where the land is, are entitled to one month’s notice of
the sale. See page XXIII Thesawalame Sec. VII
Paragraph 1. But the main guestion still remains
whether the law of pre-emption is ohsolete. Tn_ D. C.
Jaffna 19868 decided 22und December 90, and D. C.

‘Jaffna 22446 decided 8th December 91, the Supreme

Court left the question whether thelaw of pre-emption
s still in force to be decided hereafter by a full court
and decided the cases on other grounds.

In September 93, see Supreme Court Reports
Pages 108—105, Vol. II, the same question was again
left open. Tt has been held that publication and
schedule were required to protect the rights of third
parties to pre-emption, see Ramanathan’s Reports
1863—1868, Page 93. It is therefore urged by the
counsel for defence that when publication and schedule
were abolished by Ord. 4 of 1895 the right of pre-
emption was impliedly also abolished. The obvious
answer to this is that if the Legislature wished to
abolish the Law of Pre-emption, it would have been
quite simple to ad 1 a paragraph to the Ordinance to
that effect. The fact that this was not done goes to
show that there was no intention to interfere with the
customs of the country in that respect.

Two recent Judgments of this court (in 1897 and
1898) have heen submitted to me in which is held
that the Law of Pre-emption isin force. On the
other hand a certified copy of the Judgment of the
Commissioner of Requests of Mallakam (of 1897) has
been filed in which it was held thit it was not in
force. Some of these cases went in appeal. The opinion
of the Commissioner of Requests of Mallakam would
have carried great weight if he had given it as a
witness, as he is a native of the country and aresident
land owner. But he has not decided the case apparent-
ly on evidence as to whether the custom does as 8
matter of fact exist, but merely on the abstract ques-
tion as to whether it ought to exist. But it appears
to me that I am not called upon to decide the ques-
tion whether the cnstom isagood cor a bad one but
merely whether it is the custom and unfortunately
neither party has thoughu it necessary to lead evid-
ence on that point. The evidenceof a few really
reliable natives of the couniry as to whether the
custom has really been acted on during the last thirty
vears would have thrown more licht on the matter
than all the Judgments quuted.

But the mere fact of all these conflicting Judgments
goes to show that the custom is not entirely obsolete.
Because if it had been shsolete the matter would not
have come into court so often. Presnmably as the
custom has so often been contested in court it has
been frequently complied with out of court without
any contest, and the evidence of 2nd Defendant him-
self goes in support of this'view because he took the
trouble to go and ask 3rd Puaintiff if she wished to
buy the land on 6th February, according to his own
statement. If he did not think that - the custom of
Pre-emption existed, why did he take the trouble todo
this? The Law of Pre-emption was in force in old
times as it appears from all the Judgments quoted in
the Thesawaleme. It has frequently come up in the
courts since, but for the last thirty years there is no
authoritative decision as to whether the custom is in
force or obsolete. In the absence of such an authori-
tative decision and in view of the fact that the exist-
ence of the custom has frequently been contested in
cases duaring the last thirty years, I findthat the Law
of Pre-emption is still in force in Jafina although the
Law is an excessively ineonvenient one in modern
times.

With recard tothe objection taken by the advocate
for the defence that the neighbouring land owners
must aslo be mortgagees to be entitled to pre-emption

. T am of opinion that in the Text of the Thesawaleme

sec. VII, paragraph 1, Page XXTII, either the words
“to such” have been omitted or the word “and” is a
mistake for “or”, otherwise the eprovision would be
wanting in common sense. The Judgments quoted by
the advoeate for Plaintiffs support my opinion.

With regard to the objection that 1st Defendant is
not a native of Jaffna, it is to be remarked that %e has
not raised this objection. In any case I think that
he is clearly bound by the law of the couutry in
which the land which ie boughs is situated.

The question remains whether Plaintiffs were given
sufficient (legal) notice of the sale. Originally by
Thesawaleme the adjacent land owners were entitled
to one month’s notice. Subsequently this was replaced
by the three weeks’ notice with Udaiyar’s-publicdtion
and schedule. E

The custom of publicationand schedule wasrepealed
no
notice at all is now necessary.

But if a law exists theremust also exist some means
to enforce that law. It would be obviously absurd to
expect a man (at least in this country) to pay down a
large sum of money at a moment's novice. Men do
not carry thousands of rupees about with them.
Therefore a reasonable notice must be given and the
effect of the abolition of publication and schedule
would seem to be that thcoriginal one month’s notice
is revived. As a matter of fact notice was given to
8rd Plaintiff on 6th February and she refused to buy
the land. Her refusal binds her but it does not bind
2nd Plaintiff. B

The notice to 8rd Plaintiff was not given by the
owner of the land but by the purchaser 2nd Defendant
It is doubtful whether such a notice is valid. In
any cage 1st and 2nd Plaintiffs are not bound there-
by, The first legal noticé that they received Was on
12th February when both Defendants were present,

FY
on the very day of the sale, and that nobice waz im
my opinion not sufficient legally.

The first issue should have been—had the Plaintiffs
the option of buyinz the land and sufficient legal
notice of the sale?

1 find that the Pl .intiffs had the option of buying
the land and that 3¢d Plaintiff refused to buy it. I
find further that no sufilcient legal notice of the sale
was given to ist and 2nd Plaintiffs and that they are
therefore entitled toexercise the right of pre-emption.

As against 3rd Plaintiff the Defendants would
have been entitled to costs and there can be na
reasonable doubs that 2rd Plaintiff informed 1st and
2nd Plaintiffsof the preposed sale. They should there-
fore have taken steps earlier in the matter. I do not
think that they are entitled to costs.

I give Judgment to 1st and 2ud Plaintiffs only as
prayed for against 2nd Defendant. Parties to bear
thair own costs of their contention. As regards lst
Defendant I find that he appeared on 13th March 99
and took time to file answer. Hehas failed to file
answer. He should pay 1st and 2nd Plaintifis (un-
contested ) costs of uvkion but it will be necessary to
enter Decrce Nisi and serve it on him in order to
obtain aneffective decree against him. Enter Decres
Nisi against 1st Defendant.

Sig/ C. EARDI]J)EYJ WILMOT

SELECTICES.
THE LADDER OF LEARNING.
i i eirg
(THE SeECTAT R )

_ A remarkable and unigae event has happen-
ed at the Mathemsatical Tripos st Cambridgs
this year. Not only is the Senior Wranglership
bracketed between two students, but these stu-
dents represent the nouvelles couches sociales
whose pressnce at onr Ursiversities is trans-
forming, and, 8s we hope and thiok, tranform-
ing for the baiter. the charucter of our seats
of learning. Ore of the Seniar Wranglers, Mr.
George Britwistle, began lif« as a poor boy as
Burnley, his father baving died when he was
young. an dbis mother bavirg to sopport her
young children The boy weunt to 8 Wesleyan
day-school where he acquirsd the rudimente of
learning, and then secured a scholarship at the
Burciey Grammar School, where his career wasg
of a remarksble kind H- won two exhibitions
which enabled him to go to Owens Collegs,
Manchester, where he tock « degree in science,
and then he won an entrance scholarship at
Pembroke College, Cambridge, And now st
the age of twenty-two the poor Barnley youth
finds himself at the head of the learned and
promising yonug men of England, of the pre
sent year His colleague in the Senior Wrang-
lership, Raghurrath. Paranjbye, in a Hindoo,
educated at Poona and at the University of
Bombey, where he secured a Government scho-
larship. ava afterwards went to St Jobn's Col.
lege. Cambridge, as a Foundation Scholar His
subtle Hindoo intelleet combined with hard
work, has enabled him to become Senior Wrag.
ler, and we are glad to note that when tha
lists were read out in the Senate Hounae this
Hindoo trivmph was greeted with eutl asiaam
We think we are right in saying that this
double event constitutes a very important fact.
The carcer of Mr. George Birtwistle is tke
best illustration that could be found of the
educationul ladder leading from the primary
achool to the University, on the necessity for
which we have so ofteu insisted, Beckward as
Ecgland unbappily still is in comparicon with
Scotland, Germsny or Switzerland as regards
eductional methods, it is gratifying to find
that such an ideal as the educational reformer
has in his mind can be realised in the case of
Mr George Birtwistle. The small Wesleyan
day school, Buroley Grammar School, Owona
Col'ege.Cambridge University constitute a greak
educationzl chain, the links of which it in with
one snother even better than one might expect.
They eorrespoud roughly with the primary school
the gymnasium the realschule. snd the Uni-
versity of Germany. That culture of the mind
by classical literature on which Mr. Bryce has
very wisely iosisted, and which a mercly uti-
liturian idesl would ignore, is conveyed both
throngh the grammur school, whose fonndation
culture is propetly classical, and threugh the
University, which still, with equal propriety,
ingists on a certain minimum of classical learn-
ing in all her pupils. The mind thus broadened
and elevated is all the better fitted to grasp the
problems of physics and pure mathematics stu-
died both at Owens College and st Cambridge.
Wecannct donbt that the presence of what w;
have termed ‘‘new socinl strata’’ at Oxford angd
Cambridge will in every way beneiit those in-
stitutions. Not to speak of the distant days
when Oxzxford rightly earped the scoin of
Gibbon and Adam Swmith by her indolence
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and corraption, it is not so leng ago when our Univer-
sities were looked on askance as being merely eXpensive
finishing schools for the aristocracy and gentiy, and
the suspicion was more or - less correct. 'That charge
cannot.be bronght against them now, for they have
been steadily democratised in fact and in tone during
the lust generation. A sign of the change is that you
do not find to-day, say in the big cours at Trinity Cam-
bridge, the gold braid and velvet cap of the nobleman
«s was the case abou$ a guurter of a century rgo. The
Peer’s son enters as su ordinary undergraduate, and
finds himself sibting at table with a youth who began
life in a Board-school. The expenses of dining have been
cus down, extravagant entertainments have declined,
and sltogether a much simpler tone has been inbr(PdUCEd-
Into such a society asthat of to-day, with its wider out-
Jook and mwore varied reading, theintroduction of the

picked young men of the poorer classes and of the best -

iniuds from India, the United States, and uhe British
Colonies is a fact the benificent importance of which
.oan scarcely he.overestimated. The University is broad-
ened, is reridered move } unun, and it approximates far
‘more nenrly tuthe great ideal of the medineval Univer-
sity vy it was understeed at Paris Bologna, and Oxford.
I’ at idenl wes not a nere national class institution, far
Jess & “cramn ing” institution, wheie capacity for get-
ting np facts was to be tested. Jt was a place where,
a3 Matthew Arnold said, the hest that Lad been
thought and known was to be studied, whete a gen-
‘erous enthusiasm for idess and for the conduct of
life was to be generated, where not mere learned
machines but high-souled men were to be produced.
It is true that Oxford and Cambridge have never
encouraged the idea of mere pedantic learning for its
own sake; perhaps they have erred too much the
otherway. But they hive Leen narrow, they have
been affected hy class bizs and by ecclesiastical pre-
judice. Now they are hvmanised and broadened by
the inclusion of new classes and the devotion to
wider ideals, and the ladder of learning, from ele-
mentary school to Unsversity, is proving a powerful
aneans of effecting this desirable end.

R
THE PROSPECTS OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.

1t i a very desirable kind of optimism, under certain
civcumstunces, which can make us hope against hope;
.or be Lopeful for the future in the face of factsand ex-
perievces. But it is !
way towards making Christianity more of & success
then it has been hitherto in this country. The lceal
CuRISTIAN PATRIOT belicves that a glorieus future ie in
store for Chrigtianity in India. And its reascns for its
fnith are many. Only some of them nre wrong facts,
while others are facts which, we could scnrqe’ly hgve
thought, testified to the growing power of Christianity,
Siatistics are not a very relinble test of the progress of
a religion, says our conbemporary. But they are not
altogether valueless as a test. judged by
does Christianity stand fo-day? The Christians who
numbered “only & few thousands” at the beginning of
tbe century are now ‘“‘nearly 900,000” strong. We may
accept the statement. Wt
represent the growth of the Indian Christian commun-
ity purely? According to census returns 250,000 of
tYese 900,000 are European Christians. Apart from
this, has the PaTRIOT made due allowance for the natur-
al growth of the population? Again, how many famines
Lave there been' since the beginning of the century?
and how many eonverts did each of these famines yield?
Further, how many missioraries have been at work
during the century—and at what enormous cost to
pious souls at bome? Considering the efforts put for-
ward to convert the Hindu heathen, are the results
adequste or satisfactory? After all, it may be said, the
strength of the Indian Christian commurity cannot be
the full mensure of Christian influence in this land. We
_admit it. And we are prepared to look even outside of
that community for evider.ces of its power? But where
sre they? Abbe Dubois despaired of converting the
higher castes. But to-day, says the PaTxior triumphant-
ly, there sre, amovg the leaders of the Native Christ-
jan community in the different provinces, some Brah-
min converts. SoME! Do they mske even a round hund-
1¢d? Bow many decades did it take to produce them?
And how many Missionaries claim credjs for the ex-
traordinery featP Thisis the CHRISTIAN PaTRIOT’S evi-
dence No. 1. No. 2. is, that ‘“once within the fold of
Christianity. the cruel, man-made distinctions of caste
have bad nomeaning” to “the depressed classes.” Is it
inGeed soP Roman Catholics form the greater part of
the Indiau Christian population. In this Presidency
they make more than two-thirds of the community. And
they are, except where they bappen to be PancHamas
for the most part, great sticklers for caste. There are
whole villages of caste-Christians in Southern India.And
these Christiang are in all matters,excepting their faith
the Hindus they were befcre their conversion. Our spe-
oial correspondent at Tinnevelly mentioned the fact,
ouly the other day, that bLetween Christian Shanars
and Hindu Shanais therc was no difference whatsoever
except that of religion. Over and above thir, we cannot
be quite vertair thatthere is no caste in the Protestant
section of the community. A Brahmin convert seldom
courta, or approves of, alliances with non-Brshmin con-
verts. In this respect Brahmos, we fancy, have been
far more progressive than the Christians. And this
brings us to the most important of the PATRIOT'S. evid-
ence in proof of the wide-spread influénce of Christian-
ity. “The sublimne high standard of morality of Christ-
janity is the standard by which even political measures
are weighed by Hindunewspaper editors. The existence
of Brahmoism is another instance in point; for the
Jender of this movement himself regarded Brahmoism
as the ontcome of the wedlock of Christianity with the
ancient religions of India. The neo-Hindu movement
is also & testimony to the guickening power of Christ-
junity,” More misstatements could not have been pack-
<d iuto such a short compass. In fact, every statement
of this quotation is incorrect. 1f we judge the “poiitical
measures” of a Christian Government by the Christian
standard of morality, in the newspapers, it 18 for the
very good and obvious reason that we expect our ruless
to actk up to the principles they prefess or avow. It is
wot because the Hindn standard of morality is lower

doubtful whether it will go any |

Ard judged by it, bow |

But does the growth in numbers

- than the Christian. The Hindu Standard is at least as

sublime as the Christian. Anad the fact is proclaimed
in the pages of every Western student of lndian reli-
gious literature, Further who said that Bralmosm
was in any sense a suggestion of Christian 1 fluences?
The PaTrIOT has evidently read a meaning of its own
into some uvf Keshub (hunder Sun’sextatic utterances.
But it must not forget that Keshub pluced Jesus on no
higher pedestal than Buddha, or Mahommet.
Brahmoism is merely the pure Hinduism of the the
Vedas. Aud it is on this ground that an attempt is be-
ing made in Northern India to amalgamate the Brahmo
Samsj and the Arya Samaj. As for the last statement
in the above quotation: the credis that is due to Christ.
ianity for the “neo-Hindu movement,” is the sort of
credit that a ne’er do-well may taks to himself for hav-
ing inspired the industry of a neighbour by the very
sight of his miseries. As well, too, might a fallen foe
claim credit for the glory of his victor. —TheHindu.

FUISY —

GIVILIZED AND UNGIVILIZED COMMUNITIES.

The Eunglish Mail received to-dasy brings us the sum-
mary of a lecture, delivered at the debool of Economics,
Adelphi, by Mr. Joux MacDoNELL, €. B, Master of the
Supteme Court,, on the relatious of civilized to uncivi-
1 zed commn nuit es according to international law; and
the views which Le expresses, ard the facis which he
adduces to ilinstrate them, are of no small iuterest at
at:me when varicus civilizid nat ons ave enguged in
euljugating less civil:zed or less powerful peoples. The
lete Communder iu-Chief of ludia propeurded the the-
oiy that.civilization ard barbarizmn could ot exist side
by side without comirg into mutua! condlict; and this
was his justification for the frequent wars on the fron-
tier. Eleewhere also similar nov ons prevail. Conguer-
ing na'ions bave never wanted a justification or excuse
for subduiig, and forcing their own Jaws on, wesker
races, The early Spauish conquerors found their justi-
ficution nrd excuse it Chustienity for their worst acts
of cruelty and wrong sgainst weuker peoples. The
modern corquercis buse their defence c¢f highhanded
acts on civilization and international law. The one re-
garded all who did not profess their religion as unwor.
thy of Christian treatment; and the other venture to
treat all who have not a form of Government gkin 1o
their own as lying outside the purview of international
law. Fraud and force have alike been nsed in acgnir-
ing territory and depriving the people of their rights.
Mr. MacDoXELL, 1n Lis lecture, expressly excludes from
his view such races as the Hindus, Chinese. or Japanese
who have all possessed civilizations of their own, but
deals with the subject solely as concerning people with
primitive irstitutions; and it us hiz opiniou that the
higher the form of clvilization the more sweeping the
destruction of the weaker races which encountered it.
indeed, it has been urged by the apologists of modern
explorers and coniquerors that in recent times the treat-
ment of natives has been infinitely more merciful and
considerate than it wus at twe hands of early explorers
and couquerors. But, as Mr. MacDoNeLL conteuds, it

_is gquestiouable wh i ier. i as )
a greater mixture of congquerors and cor guered, with a
cousequent obliteration of prejudices, and whether large
parts of native populations were not leit alone. Mr.
MacDoNEEL even contends that modern civilization is
probably more intolerant than was the civilization of
the Spanish conquerors. The Spanish conqueror of Peru
wrote to King PHILIP expressing regretat baving taken
part in the conquest, and desire to relieve his conscience
for the Spaniards had destioyed a people hitherto good
and well governed by their bad example, 'T'he lectarer
gays that he is nuable to recall such a confession on the
part of a modern explorer or promoter, the results of
whose efforts have too often been disastrous. He adds
that dominant prejudices are at work which produce
grest mischief in our dealings with aborigines: one is
the assumption that there is one form of society to
which all must conform on pain of perishing; another
is the notion that tle so-called uncivilised world is all
of a piece. To the first prejudice must be attribotted
to the tendency to eall all people uncivilized who do not
come up to their own social aud political ideal; and the
second prejudice is the cause of the idea thatall who do
not come up to their ideal are equally bad. Lord George
HamiLtoN spoke of India as a savage country; because
he mad - no difference between the frontier tribes and
the enlightened imhabitants of India. That civilizations
can be different and autagonistic does not appesr to have
been widely ackuowledged. A civilization like that of
India ia obviously different from and antagonistic to
the civilization of Europe; and as the one gains in
strength the other must more or less become weak and
powerless to resist the inroads of alien forces. Hence
civilixation is capable of destroying civilization rather
than of helping its progress; and as a matter of fact, as
Mr. MacDoxELL observes, civilization has sometimes
barred the path of progress on whick the conquered
were advancing, and the most degraded and degener-
ate specimens of the race are often to be found among
the most highly civilized. That with the good things
of civilization the conguerors are capable of disseminat.
ing some of the worst evils incidental thereto requires
no proof. The rights of people and even their occupa-
tions are seriously affected sometimes, The question
of the right of aborigines to their land, says Mr, Mac.
DoxELL, was first snswered in 1823 by the Supreme
Court of the United States in Johnson v. MclIntosh.
“The point was the nature of the rights of the Indians
of America to the roil which they occupied. Grants had
been made by the Indians of Illinois in 1773 and 1775.
Subsequently the lands were granted by the United
States Government in 1818, to other persons,and Chief
Justice MARSHALL, in & judgment which bad since pro-
foundly moulded opinion, dec™ded against the validity
of the Indian grants. Diseovery, said the Court, gave
the dominion of the land disdovered to the States of
which the discoverers were the subjects. The Indians
were admitted 0 be the rightful occupants of the soil,
with a legal as well as a just ¢lhim to retain possession
of it, and to use it according to their own discretion,
but their right to complete sovereignty were necessari-
ly diminished, and their power to dispose of the soil at
their own will to whomsoever they pleased was denied
by the original fundamental principle that discovery
gave exclusive title to those who made it. These grants
have been understood by all to convey a title to the
granter, subject only to the Indiau right of occupanoy.
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::lt bas never been.oontended,’; the Chief Justice added,
that the 1idian title amounted to 1othing, Their right
of possession has never been questioned, The claim of

the Government extends to the complete ultimate title

c_harged with the right of possession, and to the exclu-
sive power of acquiring that right,” The result of this
is, Mr. MacDoNELL says, that 1t permits and ensures
the lossto the tribe sooner or later of its best land, the
break up thereby of the tribal organizations, and in the
end the creation of Iarge mascesof landless peaple, loosa -
irresponsible waifs, fit subjects for a sort of economis
bondage whose-slavery hus disappesred. Mr. Mac-
DoxngLi's remedy for this state of things is & new
ohapter of international law whose principles are tha
recognition of the rights of «! origines to live in their
own way #o long 2 it ix not turtful to osbers; to avoid
the craze for uniformity and the esgerness to destroy
tribel usages: to provide as fur as poxsible for economic
form= of holding propervy, even if chey should Le pri-
mitive; and to make arrangen eris, as far ax j racticable
for the chiefs to remain in the old pesition of Judgea:
lawgivers, urbitrators, niid conucillars. These may be
all desirable; only we are nov very saugaive thut the
militant races of the worid will be preparsd to shape
their conduet in accoerdance with these rules. Mr, Mac-
DONP'?LL'S propusals are, in mny case, as practical as the
Czar’s peace proposals. —ThLe Hinda.

CHRISTIAN CONVERSIONS.

CHRISTIAN oconversim, samong the lower
clasees n India, ban gone on, on a large scale,
fgr Jong decades And the fact has cansed enthu-
sinstic thankfulness emong missionary circles,
But we wonder if the Goverumeut of the couns
try can alwiys watch the process with perfect
eqanimity if not with satisixction The theory,
of coarse, is that accepiznce of Christianity
prings au Jadian pearer a cemplete appreciation
of the benefits conferred by a Chriatian Govera-
ment hke the British cun be said to be. Bat in
practice it causes uew soeial aspirstious, and
these, in the nature of things maust, sooner or
later operate towsrds tha creation of class
animesities. And when they do ro as they have
dove in Tinnevelly how is the Government to
regard mistionary effort among the lower order
of society? We commend the following from
the Saturday Review;— ‘There is one point
about the disturbances recently reported from
Madras which invest them with an awkward in-
terest. One of the factions is s=id to consist
largely of Christianised persors of low caste or
no caste The adoption of Chriatianity by such
persons in large numbers has its sucial or even

; s 40 ndenc
adopting the f{goverument religion’ is that they
consider themselves as good as their neichbonra
and begin to claim an equali'y foreign to the
structure of the society to which they helong.
They refuse to discharge degrading servicas,
such as scavenging, which have been a«signed
to them by immemorial nsage and which per-
sons of higher status canuot perform, The
eerions inconvenience thus caused to tha com-
munity embitters religions animosity and leads
to reprisals Any spread of this feeling
throughout India would prove extremely
embarrassing to Government.”—Hindu

NOTICE.

el
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.
Oebprz Nisi.
Testamertary ;
No. 998
Jurisdiction
Class I

In the Matter of the Estate of she lata
Nallatampiar Veluppillai of Chempianpattu
it Deceased
Veluppillai Nallatampi of Chempianpattu

Petitioner
Vs

Veluppillai Chinniah of Chempianpattn
Respondent

This matter of the Petition of Veluppillai Nalla-
tampi of Chempianpattu praying for Letters of Ad-
ministration to the estate of the abovenamed deceased
Nallatampiar Veluppillai of Chempianpatiu coming
on for disposal before O, Eardley Wilmot Esquire,
District Judge, on the 18th day of July 1899 in the
presence of Mr. K. Kanakasabhai Proctor on the part
of the Petitioner and affidavit of the Petitioner dated

_the 10th day of July 1899 having been read, it is de-

clared that the Petitioner is one of the heirs of the
said Intestate and is entitled to have Letters of Ad-
ministration to the estate of the Intestate 1ssued to
him unless the Respondent or any other person shall
on or, before the 18th day of August 1899 show suffi-
cient cause to the satisfaction of this Court to the
contrary. | .
Signed this 13th day of July 1809
Signed/ C. EARDLEY WILMOT

District Judge
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