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RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
HINDU"ORGAN, :

FOR SUBSCRIBERS.
Tam. Bl Eag:Ed: Both Ed:

~ Rs-Cts. Rs-Cts. RHz-Cts-

Iaffua Town per anvum  [-50 3-00 4-06
Ouatstations ana India 2-00 ) 2-00 'J,")(Z
Straits Scttlements 2-20-1450. . 6,95
FOR PATRONS
Js. Ota.

Jaffna  Town psranoum 10-66 and Npwards

Ouatstations and India 11-0¢ do
Straits Settlements 12-00 dn‘ o
Fortnightly Tamil, angk weekly  English

editions of the Hindu Organ-will be sent free
to patrons for one year,
5 P — s

0 THE PUBLIC.
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THE GHEAPE

NEWSPAPER

IN CEYLOW.

We have now the pleasyre of presenting e our sub-
scribers and {o the public in genoral, an English
Weekly Newspaper whose sole aim is to safequard na-
tive unterests and to foster national aspirations and

undertakings. !

We kdué Sized the rales as low as possible so Fhat it
may be within the reach of every bedy, and thus
creale a community of feeling and interest AMoNYst as
large a cirele of our CORNLTYIMEN as possibhle.

We sarnestly ﬁope that our countrymen will appre-

ciate our humble efforts to serve them, and aceord to -

us their support—moral as well as pecwniary—rto de-

serve which, ¢ has been, and will be, our constant

endeavour.
THE MANAGCER

-~ TRY BUT ONGE YOua -

LUGK.

Dear readers; do you believe in astrology? If
80, do you waat to know every detailed parti-
culars of your past, present, and fature lives?
D> you want to know exactly whea your fortune
will embrace you? D)'yon want to knowv how
long you will be happy™ in this world? It you
want all these, then please send me your birth-
time day. date, month and year. with a fee of
Bs. 1-8in advance or solved question will be
sent per V. P. P. New Horoscopes are mada at
these rates. Events from birth to death in an
language required.—Horoscopes  with dail
results, Rs. 28-15; weekly Rs. 23:15; fortnight-
Iy, Rs. 15-15, monthly, Rs. 8-13, and yearly
results, 4 15. Lnst Horoscope 8s 3.8 only.
1t5.1-8 must be sent in advance accompanied by
orders. All Horoscopes are made Biagaotrary
or Parasary Methods. VP charge extra 3
anuas charged.) :

Certifioates and gold medals awarded by
Maharaja Gobinda Tal Roy Bahadar of
Rungpur, Maharajas Bahadur of Vizanagaram
and Mysore. Mr N N. Ghosh Barmster at law
Babos K. P. Makerges, Chief Euagineer.: Mr. M.
M. Barrister-at- o 5 Sl S UG ) - L
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“KRISHNA +

Steward Civil Bugine: el
\Soliciting the pubiie putronagel
JOTISHI
BEPIN BEHARIL SARASWATI
2T B A of Malabar)

The member of the Paris Astrological and
Astronomical Soeiety

Actrologer of Mobeskatha Rujbatty
ASTROLOGER PALMIST, AND
: ! Horoscopists.
22/1 TARRISON ROAD
Harrison Road I, 2
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HARMONIUM MANUFACTURERS
AND
IMYORTERS or Mesiosr INSTRUNERT,
?')2 ]’«!{J;‘ O :Pr’{gi‘]/"u‘ / .,\\vfli't”rjl“. Cll;(‘ll{ffl-
: Dav.
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THE

LILY-FLUTE

G{TAR._»\N']‘I{I-] FOR 2 YEARS.

The best Harmonigm

and Hindustanj airs,
It is of convenient dimensions and gfrong

(Author

VER BEFORE PUBLIRHED IN THE Encusg Laxcrior

Ne

BULLORAM MULLICK B, &,

of many veligious and other hoo7)

Highly spolen of by the leading Jour»al:
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and Newspapers in India and Abroad.

Price Rs. 1-4; Postage As. 1-6; V. P. p.
. 1-8 :

Foreign countries:—Single Copy 2s. 61

THE LAND-MARKS OF ETHICS.
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for playing Bengali

throughout while the exterior is so beantiful ng |

to make it an ornament to any drawing-room

Exquisite tone and touch,
and sound workmanship characterize this High
Class Harmoninm,

Fitted with all the
18ms.

Highly recormmended by the Professors of
Music and appreciated by the Music Trade al]
over India.

d Octaves with 3 Stops {Incldding a Tremols)
s L 0HL . 9r
Do, (best quality) do syiee. 40

Folding Lily-Flute (Box and Table Harmoni.
um Combined) of excellent English design &
beautifal thing, played by both hands (Two
pedelsj Rs 75,

CASH WITH ORDERS,
Orders exocuted by V. P. p. when they are ac-
companied with quarter of the amount

.CATALOGUE FREE ON APPLICATION.,

Briatest) Cmaarsst!! Most IxTERRETING' 1!

; : ~ R
PLEASE NOTE.
After many years’ labonr q Rare Invaly-~

able Religious Boel; in Inglish has just
been published, :

NO HINDU SHOULD BE WITHOUT 1T,

: OR
Tar Lirg CnaRACTER, AND TricHINGS oF
B e Nl P R».(
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KRISHNAISH”

beautifn]l design. |

ACCORDING TO THE GITA,
OR iz
Sree Krishna's Teachings to Arjuna,
y _

5
. THE SAME AUTHOR
This will amply repay perusal.
Price Four Annas ouly; V, P, p. Seven Annas,
Foreign Couantries,

Single Copy 6d. 109 Copies £1,

Only a few copies arg availahie

Please apply sharp to tEetPublt.i .
~NOKUR oHUN R DUT:
6, Chore Bagan , .., ,
CALCHTYA.

N. B —Both, if taken fogel?wr,‘w'i i cos’
stfiec Rs 1-8 V. £ P. Ra. 1-;2%

THE |

SATYA - S
PABRIPALANK,

SABRAY
JAFFNA,

-ESTABLISTHED JULY, 1888.°
GENERAL OBJECT.

m i € e
'o promote the religious, moral, ang

Educational eondition of the Hindus of
Ceylon by establishing

Iatest improved mechan-

in the different centres of Hindu
tion in the Island, and by such other means
as would bring about the desired object.
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COLLEGES AND SCHooLS
Popula-

THE HINDU GOLLEGE, JAFFNA.
FOUNDED IN NOVEMBER 1890."

THE SAIVA PARfoALANA SABHAL:
THE ONLY COLLEGE

. 10 Ceylon [where Hindn youthg receive
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and teaches up to the F, A, Standa
- x,_t"-’

MANAGER:~—V, OABIPPILLAT Esq: [

PRINCIPAL:—N. SELVADURA Hsq: B.OA -

in aid of
received by

secular instraction side by side with;

MORAL AND RELICIOUS INSTRUGT 1010,
The College is affiliated ttc )
© THE CALGUTTA UNIERSITY. ©

(Proctor., Supreme Gourmy

SUBSGRIPTIONS AND DONATION:.
the ,College will he thankfully

Tan Maxscen -
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA
ORDER NISIL
Testamentary.
' No. 1019
Jurisdiction.
Class 1 3
" Tn the matter of the Estate of the late
Thaokamuttn-amma widow of Morukesapillai of

Vannarpannal -
: Deceased.
Seltappa Kanskaretnam of Vannarpannai
Petitioner,
: Vs
4. Sapapatippillai Kantaiya and his wife
9 Sivaksmasuotari-amma of Vannarpannai West
- Respondents.
This matter of the Patition of Sellappa Kanakaret-
mnam of Vanua:panoai praying for Lelters of -Adwmin-
istration to the Batate of the sbovenamed deceased
Thankamutiu-amma widow of Murukesapillai comiug
on for disposul before C.Eardley W.lmovE-qnire, Dis-
trict Judge, on the Yth day of October 1599 in the
presence of Messrs Casippiliai and Kathiravelu Proe-
tors on the part of the Petitioner and affidavit of
ihe Petitioner cated the 6th day of October 1899 hav-
.ing been read. it is declared that ~the Petitioner i8
the father and the minor Leirs of the said insestate and
is entitled to have Lettsrs of Administration to the es-
#ate of the smid:lutustate issued te him unless the
Respondents or auy obier person shall on or, before
the 20th day of Novewnter 1809 show guflicient cause
‘40 the satisfaction of this Court to the contrary.
Sigued this 9th day of October 1899.
= Sigd/ C. flardley Wilmot.
@j District Judge.

JAFPNA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1899

&Ehe @izgtggqg&;@omnor’o
Qpening Fddreoo.
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-Owing to pressure on our space we were
_able in ourissue df the 1lth Instant, to
refer but briefly to this address and to
.quote only such portions from it as had a
direct bearing on subjects connected with
this Peninsula. We now revert to the sub-
ject with the object of reviewing it in
greater detail and to place before our
readers the present financial position of
the Colony and other important public
natters touched in the Address.

As is to be expected, in consequence of
the absence of the Governor from the
‘Colony, the Address of the Lieutenant-
G overnor doesnot contain any sensational
.gnnouncement of policy of the Govern-
-ment, as had been the case in regard to
-the Opening Addresses delivered by His
Excellency Sir J. West Ridgeway, but it is
.an.eminently satisfactory exposition of the
state of public affairs in Ceylon, of which
the is now in temporary  charge. Of the
financial condition of the Colony he says:—

Tt is my plensing part to congratulate the
Cour<$ on the continuance of prosperity, as in-
_dicated in the maintenance of the revenue on 1ts

long-established and very moderate rates of tax-
stion  For the first eight months of the cur-
ve t.gear two-thirds of the amount estimated for
1509 bave oo the whole been collected —there
bemng deficiencics in gome items and excesses in
. therg—nnd my expectation from the indications
in daily official information are that the total of
55 willions will be quite reached by the close of
the year. A comparison with the same period
in 1898 is equally satisfactory, Notwithstanding
the reductions of rates and taxes, estimated’ as

sregenting a sum of Rs 431,300, the increase

‘far in 1899 is Re 119,943, The excesses are

5 281,762 under ihe head of Customs. Rs26,723
(¢ Port dues, Rs. 76,370 of Fees of Court, and
Re 11 465 of Land Sales; while the deficiencies
are Re 11 021 in Licenses, Rs. 27,502 in Postal,
Rs 11.182 in Reilway, Rs: 11 607 in Rents, Rs.
166,888 in Interest, Ra. 42,813 in Miscellaneous
" Raoeipts, and Rs 5,368 in Sale of Governmen?
Property. The only two itemas calling for com-
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ment on account of their amounts are Customs
‘on the one side and laterest on the other. In
the former, the increase is pretty equally sprad
over the items of grain, spirits, oil, and other
goods, while there 1s a deficiency in cotton man-
ufactures, which is more than accounted for by
the reduection this year of the rate of duty. The
receipta from Interest are gmaller by reason of
the absorption of the cash balances ia advances
on account of Loan Works; and of the necessity
of fortifying the depreciation fund of the Cur-
rency Notes in consequence of its having fallen
below the limit prescribed, snd of thus diverting
from revenue a portion of the interest receipts.
That relates to the imwodiate positiow of the re-
venue.

‘As regards the actual Receiphe and Expendi-
ture in 1893, it will have been observed from
the published statements that the former (Rs,
25,138,669) exceeded the estimated ameunt by
Rs. 1,727,669, and those of the previous year by
Rs. © 1,133,147, thus npearly muiotaining the
annual average rate of ingcrease of oue aud a
half million of the four preceding years The
increase was in every head of reveuue, being
however not continued at quite the same rate
in Customs, Licenses, Fees of Court, Railway,
and Sales of Property, but being higher ia
Port Dues, Postal, Rents, Interest, and Land
Sales.

The expenditure in 1898 was Rs. 22,843,852,
having exceeded that of the previcus year by
Rs, 1209,474, and priacipally under the heads
of Survey to the extent of Rs. 100,220, Medical
Rs 179.176, Military Rs 76,374, Postal Rs
97 613, Railway Rs. 801,953 and Public Works
Rs 205.573. Suchincreased expenditare must
have contribated larg:ly to the convenience aud

| accommodation of the commanity and have pro-

moted the developmeut of the Island to the be-
nefit of all classes

The surplus of Revenue over expenditare in
1898 was thus Re 2,294,837, and made up the
balauce available for appropriation at the com-
mencement of the current year to the accumal-
ated amount of Rs. 4,524,923, exclusive of a
sum of Rs 809 156, partly lent to local sathor-
ities and partly recovereble as arrears of reven-
ue and as overpayments.

The total net amount of public debt of

the colony at the end of 1898 was Rs,

55, 125, 949, a Iittle over ' two years’
revenud. The trade of the colony also has
increased with the increase of the public
revenue the value having increased in 1898
by Bs 12, 867, 465 over that of 1897, or
at the rate of 7 per eentum, of which Rs.
1,794,878 was in imports and Bs, 10,572,587
in exports. In shipping the total tonnage
continues to increase and has reached an
aggregate of 3,605, 706 tons, while the
numbers decrease owing to the displace-
ment of sailing vessels and to the increas-
ing size of steamers. The value of coal
used by steamers has risen from Rs
8,000, 008 in 1896 and Bs 7, 425, 532 in
1897 to Rs. 9,725,076 in 1898.

'His Excellency after referring to the
satisfactory progress made in the Harbour
Works in Uolombo and the Topographical
and Cadestral Surveys carried on in differ-
ent parts of the Island, enters at length on
the sanitary condition of Colony. We
quoted in our issue of the 11th Instant
His Excellency’s re'rarks in reference to

the‘out-break of the fever epidemic In

Jaffna in 1898. It is a grievous disappoint-
ment to the people of Jaffna to find that
beyond some interesting experiments to
be conducted with™ the object of studying
the alleged connection between malaria
and mosquito, the Government does not

‘goem to take any early steps to prevent
the recurrence of the epidemic this year, .

by improving the sanitary condition of the
Peninsula. These experiments are all very
good in their way, but not a day . should
be lost in adopting those measures which
the Government Agent” and the Colonial
Surgeon of the Province, and the Prin-
cipal Medical Officer of the Colony have
in their administration seports considered
necessary to prevent the recurrence of the
epidemic and the consequent suffering
and mortality that took place here last
year. It 1s strange that His Ex-
cellency should ' think that the cause
of the outbreak of these malarial fevers

cannot he definitely traced, after the opiu<
ion of the Officers abovo  mentioned had
been definitely and strongly expressed
to the effect that the bad drainage of
Jaffna chiefly accounted for its deplorable
sanitary condition, s
His Excellency makes special mention
of the fact that during the last twelve
months no single case of cholera has
been known to exist in the Island, which
is unprecedented in the annals of Ceylon
at least for the last ten years. The
Licutenant-Governor attributes th s to the
‘closing of the Nerth Road cooly route
a.d to the special arrangements that
exist for the introduction of coolies and
other like immigrants wia Tuticorin,
Colombo and Ragama Camp .
His Excellency gives in the Address
a detailed account of the precautionary
measures which have been successfully
adopted to keep off plague from Ceylon
and the preparatious thatare in progress
to cope with this fell disease, should it un-
fortunately be introduced into the Island.
‘Reviewing the statistics of crime His
Excellency is opinion of that the year
1898, campares favourably with the previ-
ous year. In [898, 2007 persons were tried
in the Supreme and District Courts against
2,201, in 1897. In respect of less serious

offences tried in the Police Court the
number of offnces have fallen from
76, 635 in 1897 to 71,226 n 1808 The

number of offences against the persou
shows a decrease of 16 per cent and the
number of cattle stealing 18 per cent. =

In regardl to the question whether
corporal punishment acts asa deterrent
to the use of the knife His Excellency
is-inclined to the belief, judging from the
decrease in the number of acts of violence,
that the object of the punishmeat is
gradually being attained. ~This is a ques-

Sy on whieh thore is much difference of

opinion It is a heroic remedy prescribed
by His Exceliency Sir West Redgeway
to put down crimes of violence in the
Island; and itis a notorious fact that
while it has gradually attained its object,
it has had also injurious effects in promot-
ing the institution of false cases, and
innocent men being at times convicted
and sentenced to flogging. According to
His Excellency's own showingthat out of
355 cases in which the Magistrates sentenc-
ed accused so flogging in 1898, thesentence
wax set aside by the Supreme Court in 63
cases aud remitted by the Governor in 23
cases We thinkit should not be com-
pulsory, asitis now, on the Magistrates
to inflict lashes on the accused convieted
by tham of causing mjuries with knife,
but they should - be given discretionary
powvers in thig respect.

We have already quoted His Excellency
Sir Noel Walker’s remarks in tus  opening
Address on the subject of railway exten-
sion to Jaffna Reference was made in it
to a Despatch of the, Right Honourable
the Secretary of state giving his final
sanction to the construction of the whole

line of railway from Ku:unagalla to
Kankesanturai. We publish this Despatch
elsewhere and have no doubt that it will
be read with very great interest by every
one who has the welfare of the Island
at heart, and specially by the people of
the North.

i, e O O %
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¥/ THE MANIAGARSHIP OF VALIGAMO NORTH.

‘We understand that the Goyverumant Agent
has calied upon ‘'r. Chinnspps, the Mauniagar
of Valigamo North, to send in his papers for
retirement as Mr levers cousiders him unfit
for further service As far as we are able to
judge, Mr. Chinnappa is well able to discharge
his duties to the satisfaction of the public.
True that he was not in good health for some
time after his return irom Colombo, where he
had been for the Queen's Buth Dy celebrations,

bt he has now completely recovered from - hia

¥ paas ape 1800
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* illness, and the pablio are fully eatisfied with

the manner in which he discharges his daties.
He has been Maniagar only for about five years,

“and if he shounld be made to retire at the end

of the year,he shall not have earned his pension.
The Udayarship which he held for several years
before he was made Mauiagar is not a pension-
able appointment. We hopa that the Govern-
ment Agent will re-consider his decision and
allow Mr. Chinnappato continuein office forafew
years more.lt issaid that one of the reasons why
Mr. Chinnappa is called upon to retire is that
the services of a yonnger mau is required at the
time of the Government acquiring iands for the
Railway. In our humble opinion this is a reason
for retainicg Mr  Chinuappa’s services rather
thaa discontinuing them, How can a new and
untried Maniagar be of greater help toths
Agent in acquiring lands thao Me  Chinnappa
who hasbeen Udaiyar and Maniagar succes-
sively? We do not make these observations
in a carping epirit. Iudeed, we have been
always loath to say anything which may be
construed as savouring of hostility to the action
of the Goverpment Agent, Our purpose in
writing these few lines is to indicate to him
the trend of public feeling. ,

But if for some incapacity or other which
is not known to the public, the Government
Agent considers that Mr Chinnappa should be
made to retire in the public interests, it is t0
be hoped that a suitable euccessor will be
appoiuted in his place, Valigamo North ie oue

of the most important divisions of Jalfow, Tt

is not a division answering to the description
of Delft, Karachchi, or Vadamarachchi Kas',

Valigamo North is inhabited by some of the,
most respectable and influential families of

Jaffna. Tt extends from Thavady to Kangesu-
turai which is a very importaut and rising
port. The historic Maviddapuram Kaodaswami
Temple whese thousands of people assemble
during the annual festival, not to speak of ths
Keeremalai temple, is situated in that division.
1t is not sufficient that the gentleman appoint-
ed as Maniagar is a native of that division,
s wmust be a man belonging toone of the
leading families of the division, In point of
caste, wealth. and infiuence he should not be
au inferior ts any other res'dent in the division
To command the respeet of the people at
large, the chief headman must wot ouly belong
to & leading fawmily, but be in affluent
circumstances. One who depends scley on
Government pay for his living will not be
acceptable to the community. i
Mr. Visuvappa, the son of the present
Maniagar, acted ~with much acceptance to the
public as the Maniagar of the division during
Lis father's absence in Colombo, and the
people will be well satisfied with hie appoint-
ment, Among minor headwen there is Mr.
Kurunather Ponnampalam and perlaps ome or
two others “We may also mention Mr. Siona-
tambar, the son of a former Maniagar, and Mr.
Sivasambo, the son of the late Mr. Kathiritamby
Mudaliyar, Mr. Mathuvelapillsi  is another
eligible gentlemar, These pgentlemen have
sufficient experienceof the division, having spent
all their lifetime there, andare in clog> touch with
the people, Besides these gentlemen there are
others residents in the divisior: who will worthily
fill the post. We hops the Governmeunt Agent
will, in the event of Mr. Chinnappa being
made to retire, make a selection acceptable to
the people in every way. The gentleman
appointed as the chief headman of Valigamo
North must be & person holding in that division
a high position in Tamil society, We hope that
the appointment will be conferred on a desery-
ing person, :
e

THE JAFFNA F. N. 8- HOSPITAL.

We (iuoted in our issue of thellth
Instant a paragraph from our contempor-
ary of the “Examiner’’ to the effect that
the Government had already decided to
take over this Hospital under their im-
mediate charge. We arenow in a posi-
tion to state that such is not the case.
It is true that the Government Agent
recommended this step to Government
but they have notyet made any final
decision in the matter. A meeting of the
Committee appointed to consider and
decide the question of retaining the Hos-
pital under the management of the Friend
-in—need Society was held in the Com-
mittee Room of the Society on Friday
the 20th Instant, when a resolution was
unanimously passed, after the perusal of

the correspondence that passed between the
Govern.nent Agent and the Government,
to the effect that the Government be ask-
ed to allow the Colonial Surgeon of the
Nocthern Province to become amember of
the Managing Committee of the Hospital
and to superviseits working.In our opinion
this measure is the best solution of ithe
present difficulty. It will put an end to
the anomaly of a purely lay Committee
managing the affairs of a most importaut
hospital, and also relieve the Government
Agent of much of his responsibilities - in
this respect. We hope Mr Ievers ‘will
now see his ‘way to heartily recommend
this proposal to the Government, as it will
satisfy not only those who clamour for the
conversion of this Hospital intoa Govern-
ment Hospital but also thise who would
retain it as a people’s Hospital. In the
early daysof this Hospital, uader the
regime of its founder the late Mr. Dyke,
the Colonial Surgeons of the Province had
a seat on the Committee. and the wmange-
ment of the Hospital was very satisfact-
orily dome. It was after such controls
were removed this hospital has become
the subject of frequent complaintson the
part of the public and the scene of unseem-
ly quarrels and differences among its
medical officers, i

ks : il
LOCAL & GENERAL.

The Weather continues threatening. It has
beeu raining incessantly for the last one weck.
The paddy plants in several place have been
submerged, as the rains cominenced soou ‘after
sowing,and before the plants had grown enovugh
to withstand the flood. [t uppears that the
North-East monsoon has already set ia.

Pablic Health—Fever has commenced this
year earlier than in previous years. The persons
who are now attacked are mostly those who had
fever last year.

The Registrar-General—Mr. Arunachalam is
now in our midat having come to Jaffna on a
tour of inspection He will leave for Colombo
on the st proximo by the‘ Liady Havelock.”

The Chief Justice—Sir J, W. Bonser has
arrived in Colombo with Lady Bonser and re-
sumed daotiess Mr. Browne who acted as the
Junior Puisne Justice of the Supreme Court has
been Gazetted as Commissioner of Assizs to
preside over the C,lombo Crimiual Sessions of
the Supreme Court which is now being
held,

The Legislative Council—At the xeeting of
the Council held ot the 18th Tustant several
important busines was transacted. The Tamil
member made important motions in regard to
the coach service and the salary and appoint-
ment of the Supreme Ceurt Judges. We hops to
revert to these subjects on 8 future occasion.

Mr. V. 8. Gurunatha Pill+«i—We are glad to
find that this gentleman whe is a native of
Jaffna, being the son of a late Maniagar of
Poonaryn, has been appointed acting Distriet
Forest Officer, Tinnavelly South India, in the
place of Mr, Bryant, who has been granted
furlough for onme year with effect from lst
November 1899,

The Secretariant—Mr. A G. Clayton wbo
is to re-organize and supervies the working of
the Colonial Becretary’s Office arrived in
Colombo on the 20th Iustant and

assumed

duties of his new office which he will hold
for about 12 months,
Subordinate Civil Service—Mr. Waeeracoon

heads the list of those who presented them-
sslves for the last competitive examinatjon
He gots 7444 marks out of a grand total
of 11,000. o

The War-~Hostilities have already commenc-
ed in South Africa between the British and
the Boers. Instead of waiving till their country
is invaded by the British the Boers have crossed
the fromtier and commencea hostilities, Thay
have ocoupied some strategical positions and
attempted to capture Glehcoe where a general
battle took place on the 20th Instant resulting,
in the defeat of the  Boers, But
it was very dearly purchased, costing the
life of General Symons, and several officers and
men on the British side, The Boars on the other

British betweeen important towns and have cap-
tured anarmourd train with several men and pro-

visions. The Imperial Parliament was opeunsed

on the 17¢h Iastant, acd smendments to the
Address of Her Majesty thy Queen, censuring
the conduct of the Ministry in bringing about
this war has beeu rejscted by overwhelming
majorities, Whatever pluck awd daring the
Boers might show, they ars sure to be crushed
oy the mighty power of the British uation,

SELECTIONS. |

IMPORTANT DESPATCH FROM THE
SECRETARY OF STATE ON RAFL:WVAY
CONSTRUCTION AND IRREGATIGN WOLRKS,
~a-

The Richt Hou: J. Chamberlain, M. P., to th-
Officer Administering the Government of Ceylon.

Dowuing Street, July 22ud, 1899
Ceylon.—No, 222.

Sir,—I have taken advantage of Sir J. West
Ridgeway’s presence in this country to confer per-
sona'ly with him on the subject of Public Works Ex-

-peuditure in Ceylon, “more especially in connection
with Railways and Irrigation, and I propose in this
despateh, in continuation of previous correspondence,
to state brielly the couclusions at which I have arriv-
en}, and which it will he the duty of the Governor on
his return £ commend to the Legislative Council.

2. ' A great-increase of revenue such as has fallen to
the lot of Ceylou of recent years makes it desirablc,
if not nceessary, to consider not merely whether this
or that particular work should be underiaken, and
this or that item of expenditure incurred, but what
general finaneial policy should be pursued for some

years to come, on the assumption that a continnance
of existin litions may reasonably be anticipated
G i vious that if the revenue ofa community

largely exceeds the expenditure, and if the exve<s
appears likely to recur, whoever is responsible for tle
finances must make up his mind whether it is beiter
to reduce taxation or to increase expenditure. In the
case of Ceylon, at the present time. I am satisfied that
in the interests of all classes the secoud is .the pre-
ferable alternative. It is true that there are in Ceylon
taxes which invite criticism on their merits, aud the
anomalies in the system of taxation taken as 4
are considerable, but, as a matter of fact, as fu:
can gather, the residents'in the island, fich of
dgdichtly taxed, and the natives more laSuetialls
whose claim to reliel would perhaps be st wnsest
existing taxes to be re-adjusied and modi “d—wii
seems t0 me, gain more by " confinuing | v pay
salt and road taxes and the import duti s on =rais
provided that the receipts from such taxe
ciously expended, than by being relieved 1+ <
tion of these imposts, but losing their va'lic . zo
railways, irrigation works, and hospitalis 301
been done for Ceylon.in former yearsbut n *h rem
to be done, and I am of opinion that ~wor. i
to come the true policy will be to lay out money-
carefully and wisely—rather than to ‘reduce tazation.
4. Where public works will in all humau probabi-
lity be immediately remunerative, there can be litile
or no objection to borrowing the whole sum necessar
to execute them,'on the ground that the investme:
a good one and that the sooner the work is earricd
out and begins to pay the better; but there are ofhor
public works which may not be immediately re-

- munerative, though indirectly they ' must confer =

“great boon on the conntry and its people.  Such, for
instance, in Ceylon are the Northern Railway and
some irrigation works. That a railway ought, sooner
or later, to be carried tothe North to C{:Jnnect the
Jaffna peninfula with the centre of administration,
to give an outlet for its dense population, and to open
up central and northern districts, some of which mav
not yet have received as large a measure of care an
attention as other parts of the Island, would hardly
be disputed even by those yho oppose the immediate
construction of the line. Thut the sestoration of tanks
and water-courses, large and small, ought to be
vigorously prosecuted is also to my mind not open to
quespion; but in either case I do not look for an 3= -
mediate profit, unless it to be from the northern most
section of the railway in question.

5. 1In such cases I hold that it is the duty of the
Government to regerd the - undertaking as suitable
investments for surplus balances and for expenditure
oub of current revenue as far as current revenue can
be made to suffice. Borrowing for the purpose should
be curteailed as mueh as possible, lest the Colony he
burdened with an annual charge for debt on—ageouni
of works which may give no direct return | for  some
years to come. I have spoken above of-assuming
that a continuance of existing prosperity nay  be
reasonably anticipated. If sach an assumpfion, how-
ever, were falsified, the course which T sugzest won!
ab the worst, result in locking up for 1 timethe
savings of past years and not inthe far merc_serion:
encumbrance of a largely increased debi,

6. The subject of the Northern Railway has oive;
rise to much correspondence and considerasle contro-
versy. Other railway extensions have conpefed Tir
consideration, and bhe question has widenid out inio
a gencral survey of Railway policy in Ceylon. Mes;

band have cut off the gommunication of the

!

while, any delay which “has taken place’ has been
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compensated for by closer study of the matter, and
also by accumulation of forther surplus revenue.
have already given consent to the immediate nnder-
taking of the southernmost. section of the Northern
Railway, and also to the construction of the northern-
Tnost seetion on condition that the estimates framed
of this latter seetion showed a reasonable propect of
paying from the first, which condition kas now been
fulfilled.

Thit le't outst. pding the intermediate section beween
Parantan and Annradhapura to be ;made ata future

“idate. Tt has. hwever, been so strongly impressed upon
- me by my professiondl

advisers that, if the line is to
b made at-all, it sheuld he made as a whole and as

apeed Iy as possible, that T have now . decided that it |

is hest o adopt their views, and have aunthorized the

{

(rown Agents, when the necessary preliminary steps

have been taken by the Consulting Engineers, to

advertise for tenders for the constraetion of the whole

line. thoneh un contract will be actually entered into
nutil a vote of ¢he Conngil hag been obtained. -

= T trust that this will beyegarded by the Teuisla-
Ctive Council as the best solutionjof the question under
Cexisting circumstances, I eannot, of course, hope that
w1l members of the commuuity will at once agree with
the view which 1 have taken, but they will recognise,
T donht not, that it hag becn taken after the fullest
consideration of the question from all sides. i

8, <1donot intend to Argue again poINts ~which
have been abundantly discussed.  The guestien of
rauge has been decided on professional advice, and
on my receiving an assurance from those best quali-
Hied to judge that it is not 0 much the width of the
“gange as the
~determines the expense. :

This Line of Jaffna I regard as a main line of Cey-
Jon, and on the main line of - Ceylon it is held—and
5n my opinion, held rightly—there should be no
Preak of gauge. : i

9. .I have made the above remarks as to gauge
hecause some of those who are in favour of the con-

_struction of the Northern Railway are not in favonr

-of adopting the broad gauge. There are others who
are opposed to the line altogether, and who gave ex-
pression to their opposition at the deputation ~which
1 received in March last. So far as that opposition 18
.directed to the line on its merits; T can only say that
-eyery attention has heen given to ‘the sargaments
nsed, and that there must, 1 fear. continue to be. a
difference of opinion; but, so far as the undertaking

-may be represented o be'in favour of one interest or

injurious Lo St e to rtate-emy imtically that

Lo must decline to treat thcse questions as matters of

’f\is ag follows:—

~4that Rs.

i 4

‘pargain - between couflicting interests; and 1 would
add that while thig railway, as any other, must prin-
«wipally benefit the distriets throngh which it runsand
the dwellers tnthose distriets, it Lias been sancfioned,
and any undertaking of the kind chould be sanctioned
in bhe ntercsts not of one class ouly or ‘of one race,
but of the community as & whole,
A railway to the north of Ceylon foradministrative
and commercial pnrposes is an obvious want. If
teylon cav afford ity the want shonld be supplied;
‘and I judge that the Colony is now ina position to
spend the money and to take the risk.
10, The Governor, while advocating the construc-
4ion of the Northern line, has advocated also the con-
struction of two other railways. viz., the Kelani
Valley and the Uda Pusscllawa lines.

character of the line lad upon it which |

1
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"The former I !

~have sanctioned on a 2 ft. 6 in. gauge, and I have no |

ohservations to make on the subject.

The Uda Pussellawa line I declined to san-
ction, as 1 intimated to you in my despatch No. 154
of the 27ih of May, 1898, on the ground that the
cstimates when examined and corrected by the con-
sulting Engineers showed that the line would not pay,
and that the general and indirect advantages likely
to result from ite construction were nog suflicient to

further
11.

compensate for losing money upon it, .
12, Sir J. West Ridgeway, n his despatch No. 84

of the 11th March last, asked, me to reconsider my
Recision, enclosing afurther report upon the probable
traffic of the line, which showed that in 1901 there
should Le an appreciable profit, and he forwarded at
_the same time a resolution of the Legislative Council
« “favour of making the line on the understanding
500,000 of its cost should he contributed
out of surplus funds, which .resoluti(m was unanimo-
nsly supported by the nnofficial members. :

18. This report was alse referred to the Congult-
ing Engincers, and I enclose a copy of their com-
ments upon it. There would now seem to be a fair
prospect (to quote their words) that “if the line were
to be opened for traffic iz the year 1901 it would
from ihe outset afford a fair return for the capital
expended,” and, in as much as the line is in a seuse a
pioneer line. I foel justified, in view of all these
opinions, In NowW giving my assent to It
~14. The estimated expenditure on the above lines

i : rrie B
i ( Southern Section ... 4,124,000
\, Northern } piarmediate Section 8,750,050
Railway | \orihern Section ;.. 8;186,000 ‘
- | . 11,060,000
Kelani Valley MSmeS SS 00 000!

Uda Pussellawa ... S e 1,18 15000

LRl s el 000"

.Total Railway Expenditure

el Lol ehava sl T

Pussellawa, and the Jaffna-Parantan secbion of the
Northern Railway. :
©15. Sir West Ridgeway has at my request given
me particulars of the irrigation works which he con-

\

siders should be taken in hand in the next few years, -

and to some or all of which he has made public refer-
ence already in the Colony. At a very rough guess
he estimates the expenditure which might with adva-
ntage be incurred for this purpose at some five
-million rupees.

16. 'Previous despatches have shown the import-
anee which I attach to irrigation, and in the strong
hope that the works which are in contemplation may,
under close professional serutiny, be successfully car-
ried out, 1 am prepared, in general terms and with
the necessary reservation that each work must be
considered on its merits, to sanction the prospective
expenditure on irrigation works of about five million
rupees, on the nuderstanding that it will be spread
over some years to come, and that it will be inclusive
not exclusive of the annnal appropriatien of 200,000
rupees under Ordinance No 6 of 1892,

17, This sum of five million rupees added to the
151 millions for railway -expenditure brings up the
total expenditure for railways and irrigation in the
next few years to the large amonnt of between 20 and
91 million rupees, on the grester part of which no
direct return can be expected in the immediate future.
Of this sum, I consider that one half should be found
from past savings and current revenue; and if the re-
ceipts remain ab their present level there should be
no difficulvy in folfilling this condition without. tren-
ching on other items of expenditure, seeing that the
surplus balances; if | understand right, already amount
to several millions of rupees. But, even if there
should be some decline in the present prosperity, the
Ceylon Government must be prepared, by reasonable
reductions in other directions, to set aside year by year
sufficient money for the purpose which I have
indicated. \ "

18. The maximum borrowing for railways and irri-
gation will thus be limited to rather more than 10 mil-
lion rupees, of which it may be taken that the greater
part will be on immediately reproductive works. This
will be in addition to the sum of Rs 7,500,000 which
has, I understand, still to be borrowed to complete the
Colombo Harbour Works, The balances st present in
hand should of course be used up before any money is
borrowed. i

19. The above proposals necessarily anticipate to a
considerable extent the future resources of Ceylon, bub

a review of existing conditions in the-Island seems 40 °
b J%L,Szt_ﬂi initnfy a programme of expenditure which will

stepped up before the degraded shrine. He wasa man,
as [ have said, of splendid preseunce, of the Seytho:-Ary-
an type, and there he stood, in the light of a sloping
ray of the declining sun, that stole in between the dark
trunks of the Iron-wood trees, long-robed, and high

turbaved, and girded round the loins, a living present-

iment for the moment of the “maguificent son of Akbar’;
but in another instant he was wringing his hands in an
sgonylof prayer,with the burning tears streaming down

| his handsome, massive, and now deeply seared face; his

wan, beseeching eyes looking straight up toward the
heavens. Feeling that I was a spectator of what I cer-
tainly onght not to witness, I stealthily withdrew from
the spot, strolling on leisurely toward the bazaar, 1
had not gone on my way more than aquarter of an
hour, when, just before reaching the Clarendon Hotel,
1 became aware 'of galloping horses approaching me
from behind, and presently heard my name being joy-
fully shouted after me, and almost before 1 eould ture
round, the honourable Jugonnathjee Sunkersett and
his escort were upon me his face lighted up in the
golden gloaming with the most proudly radiant look of
gladness. “Oh, Beetjee,” I said, responsively to his
moed, “you have received good hope of a grandson.”
“Indeed, yes,” he replied, “it is just what 1 wanted to
tell you, Birdwood.” “But,” I interpolated, “what
solid ground have you for your assurance?” His answer
was, “Solid ground for assurance? Why Gop himselt
has told me!” I was astounded by the reply, and conid
say nothing for a while—remembering what 1 had sec-
retly scen—for my emotion, and left bim to talk on

like a happy child, until by devious paths—but as
| much as possible, still pressing eastward—we at last
| arrived at “Alexander (now called Alexandra) Point.”
| This point is a little beyend a mile east from ‘Danger
| Point,’ and comimands tke whole of the picturesque vale
i of the Chouk river, trending away south-westward be-
tween the main mass of Matheran and itsnorth-eastern
spur, called, from its flinty surface, Garbut. The twi-
light had now passed, in the valley below us, intoa
purple tint, rising higher and higher to the great grove
(‘Ram Bagh’) of wide spreading mangoes and towering
JasmBoors, lordliest foliage of the woodlands of West-
ern India, and other fine forest trees, hanging upon
_the east-side of the hill, half-way down tue thread-like
track of the old zig-vag ghat road to Chouk. The warm
purple mist welled up to this level, but above it the
nmbrageous top of Matheran was flushed over with the
clear reflection from the refulgent orange light yet
lingering in the west, turning all its enchanted leafage
to a rich mystic green, of gem-like illumination. In
the advancing night, thus momentarily irradiated with
the &till enfolded brightness of departing day, the
whole mountsin and valley seemed filled a= with the
vissible glory of overshadowing deity; and Sunkersett
at once became silent before the profoundly zolemnis-
ing wondrous scene. Silently he watched the primitive
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mert for some little time Lo come, aud which will make
it incumbent upon those in charge to watch current
expenditure with greater care than.might possibly
otherwise be exercised in the flowing tide of

prosperity.

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA:
THEIR MANY MERITS BY MANY WHO HAVE
KNOWN TEEM.

COLLECTED AND EDITED WITH AR INTRODUCTION
‘ BY ALFRED WEBB
(PRESIDENT TENTH INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.)

“The idolatry of the Hindus is a sore point with most
Fnglishmen, and Enropeans generally. I will® not al-
Jow myself to here enlarge on this topic, nor is it ne-
cessary, as the following anecdote will suffice to indi-
cate my own conclugion on the subject, impressed on
me, as they have been by many similar experiences of
my life in Bombay. The late Hon. Jugonnathjee Sun-
kersel* was a bigoted Hindu, of the most uncompro-
mising temper; but, owing to some service I was able
to render him in 1857, I enjoyed his entire confidence,
and there is no man in whom I have ever taken a deep-
er personal interest, or for whom I could possibly have
a more uffectionate or steadfast regard. We were 50
intimate, that he would freely admit me to his presence

Brahman; only 1 sat down on such oceasions just bey-
ond the threshold of the door leading from his bedroom
—in hie Girgaum house—into the room in which ke
worshipped the ancestors of his family, and the greater
deitics of the official Brahmanic Pantheon; and seated
there opposite me, stripped to his skin, with the imag-
s of his gods before him, and the attendant Brahman,
and all the utensils of idolatrous worship, he would
explain every detail of it to me as it proceeded. Now,
the great longing of his heart was that, before he
should see death he might be blessed with the birth of
a son to his only son Venayekraw Jugounathjee, fam.
iliarly called Rowjee. Years had followed years, but
only girls had been born to Rowjee, and the birth of a
man child began to appear hopeless. Jugonnathjee
Sunkersett himself had visited every shrine in Western
India praying for a grandsen, and had even extended
bis pilgrimages to Benares, and I believe to Mattra and
Hardwar, _for the purpose: and he naever saw  me
without introdncing the subject into our conversation,
Such was the state of matters when, being on a visit
to the hill station of Matheran, and anxious to ascert-
ain the truth of the orgiaséic rites that were said to be
enacted by the outcast jungle tribes—chiefly cow-herds
and cutch [extract of AcCacia Catecuu] collectors—of

| the locality, before the uncouth altar to “Pisnath (1. B,

Pasha-Natha, "Pasture Lord”) “Deo,” in the dark
evergreen grove of Iron-wosd trees at “Danger Point,”
on the west side of the hill, just above, and to the left
of “The Waterfall”” T concealed myself behind a rent

oor,
sﬁout to kill s sacred-looking cock. when suddenly. who
should come trotting into the gloom of the grove, from
the opposite side to where 1 was, but the Hon. Jugon-
nothjee Sunkersett, followed by a mounted orderly. for.
he was & member of the Legislative Council of Bombay

l' and two ranning peon
g

1 thought as first that he was

L
. an

while engsged in private worship with his domestic .

in the stone wall enclosing the grove. A mtumber of
abjsct creatures had gathered there, and wers -

o

hill-men rptur_ni_ng by the precipitous Chouk ghat road
10 their scattere: t¥ ? darkening depths

| of the valley below, each ere, a8 be advesnced to the

head of the dangerous ascent, bending lowly dowu, and

reverently, towards the sun’s far sunken flame:— L
“Through Ages hymned by Hirdn devotee.”

The tamult of his soul was hushed; and at the last,
from its depth, as we turned to0 retrace our steps home-
ward, he thoughtfully, but in
manner, observed: ‘Yes, just @8 our five fingers go
back to one.and the same arm, 80 all religions go back
to one and the same God.” Thus closed what was to
prove an ever memorable day with him; for, remarka-
ble to relate, with the completion of nine months from
that date, a grandson, the deferred hope of all the
years of his prime, was born to Jugonnsthjee Sunker-
zett. And then, the great kope of his life having been
fulfilled, straightway a change came over him. He was
a man of strenuous efiergy, and the most masterful na-
tural capacity, and undisgnised ambition and pride.
He was not only the leader of the Hindus of Bombay,
but after the death of the first S8ir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy
of the whole Native community. Bat now he laid aside
all-worldliness, and uncbtrusively, and dsterminedly,
submitted himself to the great desire for death that
seemed to have takep complete possession of him; say-
ing on my once venturing to remonstrate with him for
thus yielding himself up to die, and, in so saying using
almost the very words of the Greek writer: ‘It is not
difficult, Birdwood, but easy; for the road is not crook-
ed, butstraight, and not up, and then down, but all
downward; and an unfearing man may walk it blind-
fold? Nol! he had seen the salvation of Gop, as sought
by him; and now all he wanted was to depart in peace.
Yoon afterwards he died; and then a verygreat burning
wag made for him. I thought it would have given ms
a eruel shock. But it was attended with none of the
horrors, the awful reverberatory furnace, and the re-
pulsive factory-like chimney, and all the soulless me-
chanism of cremation in Enrope. Except that milk was
used instead of wine, the ritual was essentially that
described by Homer in the burial of Patroclus; and so
far from being pained, when it was all over, I looked
up into the clear and brilliant heavens above. I was
soothed by the reflection that no taint of earthly corrup-
tion weuld ever be associated with the memory of my
friend, for all that had been mortal of him was now
part of the sunshine aronnd and about me; a considera-
tion naturally suggesting the inspiring hope that if hu-
man self-consciousness was indeed immortal, the freed
gpirit of Jugonnathjee Sunkersett was alveady with the
“Father of Lights,” ‘the Ancient of Days.” Tt is impos-
sible not 0 be deeply interested in such men, and when
you know them, for what they really are. not to have
the sincerest friendship and admiration for them. As
for their idolatry,my whole mind was changed towards
it after that answer given by Jugonnathjee Sunkersett
near the Clarendon Hotel:—‘Solid ground for my as-
suarance? Why, Gop himself has told me'-—and this
out of the mouth of a man I had just seen apparently
praying to a hideous heap of foully-ruddled and ‘stink-
ing stones! Hence forward T knew that there were not
‘many gods of human worship, but one God only whe
was polyonomous being named according to the varis-
ty of the outward condition of things, which are al-
ways changing and every- where different.,’—REerrz-
SENTATIVE - MEN oF Inola,” Sim Gzonce Birowoop, W.
H, Auien 1889, ~—India
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