*

(THE CHEAPEST WEEKLY IN CEYLON)

PUBLISBED EVERY WEDNESDAY.

e

V_UL X¥. }

JAFFNA: WEDNESDAY DECEMBER

167H 1503 3 0. 25

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
HINDU ORGAN.

FOR SUBSCRIBERS,

Tam: Ed; Eng;Ed: BothEd:
Rs- Ots Re-Cts. 18- Cts

Jailan Town per annam 1-50 3 00  4-00
Qutstations ana India 9-00 4-00  5.50
Steaits Settlements S o e B A
FOR PATRONS
; 18- Cts,
Jaftna Town per annum 10-00 and upwards
Outstations and Lndia 11-00 do
Straits Settlements i2-00 do
Fortnightly Tawil, and weekly  English

editions of the Hindu Organ will be sent free
to patrons for one year.

NOTICE.

EDR GOPINATH BRUSHNAJEE KSHATRIVA'S,

Most Efficacioud Certificate of
World-Wide ans // Merit has been

Renm\['r;((’ad et by
YAMILY
MEDICINES the Poona

: (ot
These Medi ol R

cines Defy Exhibition
Competition of 18858.
Iz As

Fever Mixinre or Drops, (cure within 3 days,
specific for ague &c.) each..
Ague Syrup for Billious, Int,ernm.l,enb L‘ew,r',
(care within five minutes)...
Tonic Pills No. 1; or for bberlcny, Impotenue
100 pills..
Emulsion for Leprmy (for :nt,enml nnd externul
uee) for Red Leprosy...
Diarrlioea and Cholera Umpelter (no f'\mlly
ehouln be without it. specificj... ...
Tafant Protector, Carminative and Lomc, best
for (‘inldren
Digestive pills for 100 pills (fur Iudlge%mu &e. ,)
Congh Syrup, (for Bronehitis, Asthma. &c.,)
Cough eills, for 100 pills (of 30 yedks trinl) ..
rurgative rills, (for costiveness, bilious habit)
Liver (omplmnt ; &
Female pills (for all sorts of fomale complmntﬂ)
TLieucederma powder (Tor internal and extemnl
ue) White Leprosy,., .-
Tonic pills, No 2. (specifiic Eor Enlargement of
Spleen, Opium Habits, &..)...
Wind Killing Oil (for Rheumatism, &c.,) Aunns
foar aud.. ¢
Ringworm Ointment (speuﬁc) svoercedes all
other ointment.. 3 v
Hair Dye -insbnnLanenus, eru BRUSHES o
Hair Ol -perfumed- for baldness, &c. 5
randharinath Gopinath & Co’s SasapariLra
PILLS on all sorts of venereal disesses..,
Parsodyne for purifying blood and all sorts of
veneral diseases, A giant remedy... ..
Headache Remedy cure within 5 minute.
Gopinath's Anti Corpulence for obesity... ...
Eye drops -for Opthalmia, &c., &c.-...
Ear drops -for prulent discharges &o.- ... ..
Uuiver=al Ointment -for Healing Ulcers,
Wounds &ec.- ...
rowder aud Ointment for piles each
Tooth powder -for Toothache, &c.- ...
Silver Gilding Fluid gilds an article within
2 minutes- ..
Scorpion Sting Remady o ~
Oczena Remedy for at.mkmg alcer in the inside
of the Nostrils.. ;
Depillatory powder removes
5 minutes,,
Gonorrhoea cure cortain within 3 days Try ouce.
Gororrhoea pills... ..
Cod Liver Oil Emulsion with Hypophosphlte
&c. best for consumption... ... 1
Hypophosphite of Lime Syrup, best nervine tonic 1
racking nnd Postage Extra Agents wiNTED. The ex-
hibition composed of a Committee of most eminent Phy-
sicians. who carefully examined the medicines belore
passing their high encomiums thereon, and the numer-
ons testimonials from thousands of Customers, Rajsiis,
JAWAGIKDARS, ZEMINDARS, sAND LisNDLORD 8 bear testimony
to the high and svecific qualities of the preperations,

“Dr. GOPINATH CRUSHNAJEE KSHATRIYA
i~ General Commission Agent, 1st Sudashiv Street,
House No. 72, Girgaum Post Office,
BOMBAY.
Telegraphic;Addrese:—Dx. GorivatE_Girgaum Post,
BOMBAY,

S oY) eet SRS
DT R R COREE — TR R < L -

SO O s P i
Ll ot
oo

—

—— (] -

[

(R o] w» O e O 00O (==} L= ] (=] < oo

—

lluirs wibhiu

Pk fpod b 0o oSO TS O -t DO =t =t

S ooo (=]

RATES UFADVERTISEMENT

S el
Rs. Cts.
For one Column ,,. Yearly 60-00
do Fro HalEYearly: . 35-00
do ... Quarterly = 2000
Fer 3 Column Fewly o i o 8EDD
do o - Half Vearly .. 20-00
do w.  Quarterly e 12.5
For } Column Yeorly 20 (0
deo ...  Half Yearly 12-50
do w.  Quarterly 7-50
First  ingertion Single line 10 Cents.
Subsequent insertions do 5 do.
DD r———
SARASWATI DEPOT
JAFFNA.

School books, reference books, and books
for general reading both in English and
Tamil.

Terms Cash or V. P. P,
N. Ponnial Pillai.

TAMIL IS SWEET

——TR AT

To Tamils, nothing is so sweet, noth-

ing is so dear as our Motler Tongue *“sweet
Tamil”.

Every 'I‘amxl who is proud of Lis mother
Tongue, should have a copy of

"ABIDANAKUSAM”‘
Price s 5.

It contains a historical and critical ac-
count of Tamil Poets, Rajahs, Hindu Deit-
ies, Sages, superhuman beings sacred
places classical works &c¢ arranged in al-
phabetical order.

No such work has hitherto been publish-
ed nor indeed has any comparable to it
been yeSissued. It will be an invaluable
companion to all as it is very instructive,
interesting, amusing and refreshing to the
mind.

Copies to be had of
A. MOOTOOTAMBYPILLY
Messrs: Ward & Davy

S1=k63; Jaffna,

~T

TAMIL GHEMISTRY.

By T. P. MasilamanyPillat with an
introduction from Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope

Price Cts. 75,
Apply to T. P. Masilamany Pillai’
‘Jaffna.

Postage extra.
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THE ORIENTAL STORES

GRAND BAZAAR JAFENA.
JU)T ARRIVED
A large consignment of:—
Benares (Koorm) Chelai elothes,
Ravukais, Velvets, Bmbroidery works &e.
up to-date fashion. :
‘The cheapest house for Koorai Clelais.

—TWILL SHIRTS.E

g Cheapest
and

Durable
Twill

Shirts

Rs 1-40
each.

i oo vmnat

Best
Value
i Shirts.
Bend
an Order
at once
3 1-40
Rach.

PITH TURBANS.
Well made Turbans:—Muslin,Rose Satin
silks, white Koddady, Red Koddady, Cash-
mere, Congress caps, and Velvet caps.

; ALUMINIUM WARES.

Aluminium Lottas, Tumblers, plates,
I'rays, Wedding presents, Cocking uten-
sils, &e, &ec., &e.

Orders for Turbans and shirts should

| be accompanied by measuremeént.

i e
Terms cash or V, P, P.

GAURI BROK DEPOT.

DG T EONARY.

Bs. cts.
Dr. Annandale’s Concise Eng-

lish Diety. 2-65

Collins’ National Pronouncing
Dicty. 1-00
Webster’s Now Pronouncing
Dicty. 0 25
English Tamil Dicty. by
ercival 1-75
Do. guilt back and nice 2-00
Tamil English Dicty. 3-50
ATLAS
Royal Indian World Atlas 0=87%
Gauri Bxercise Book ruled
48 pp each 0-06

All kinds of Tamil and Sanskrit
books can be had.

Apply to
MaNaGER
Gauri Book Depot
{Jaffna.
P S

€,
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NOTICE.

——
Just received [,arge Stock of Quinine from
Messrs. .Howard & Sons London.
100 Oz. at a time RBs 135 per Oz

50 Oz. at a time Rs 1-40 do
25 Oz. at a time Rs 1-45 do
1 Oz. at & time Rs 1-50 do

Epwaerp SToRES
Chemmah St.
Jaffas.

T

1ENDERS FOR DIETING THE
FRIEND-IN-NEED-80CIETY HOSPITAL
JAFFNA-

P

Sealed tenders will be received by Dr.
A. B. Santiago, Chairman of the Jaffoa
Friend-in-need Society Hospital Committee
at the Colonial Surgeon’s Office Jaffna up
to 12 noon on Wednesday the 23rd De-
cember 1903, for the supply of diets to
theFriend in-Need Society Hospital,Jaffua,
" during the year ending 31st December
1904.

The tenders are to be made upon forms
the particulars of which will be supplied by
the Honorary Secretary of the Friend in-
-Need-Society on or after the 18th Decem-
ber 1903.

M. CARALASINGAM
Honorary Secretary
I". N. 8. Jaffna.

7th December 1903.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS
TO THE HINDU ORGAN.

Messrs. Rs.Cts.
A. Sinnathampi Pt. Pedro 6-00
N. Aruolampalam Chiviathern 500
S. Culanthaivelu Upper Cranely 5-50
8. Chellappa Colombo 5-50
A. Candiah Pillai Rangoon - 16-50
A. BithamparanathaPillai Vaddukoddai 8-60
K. Arvmugam - Van West 4-00
A. Naganathar Newara Elya 5-50
T. Seevaratnam Colombo 5-50

THE HINDU ORCAN.

JAPFNA, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1903

CASTE RIOTS IN THE NORTH.

hese riots have of late been of fre-

quent occurrence in this District,
Mr. R. W. levers, the Government Agent
of the Northern Province, has called the
attention of the Government to these riots
in more than one of his Administration
Reports; and our late Governor, Sir J.
West Ridgeway, in his Review of his
Administration, referred also to this
state of affairs in Jaffna and quoted a re-
port of the Government Agent on the
subject. Mr. Ievers writes:

The last gix years have seen a marked advance
in a great change which is taking place in the social
conditon of the people. This may be described as a
widespread rebellion against caste rules and caste
prejudices. The old slave castes are rapidly becom-
ing richer aud more important. Nob beiog so tied
down to the land as most of their high caste neigh-
bours,and being often possessed of more energy, they

have every opportunity of outstripping them 1n the
race for wealth. The great demand for labour on

the differevt public warks has combined with other |

causes to raise the wages of the ordinary cooly more
than 50 per cent., but thisis not counterbalanced
by a rise in the price of the principal agricultural
produces of the province. Turther the rural Jaff-
nese are exhibiting a much greater tendency than
formerly to travel beyond the peninsula, to Colombo
and other places. The levelling influence of educa-
tion is making itsclf felt, A goed ecducation can he

obtained for almost nothing in Jaffna, owing to the
comyetition of the varions Christian educational bo-
dies,and manyof thel ower caste people avail themselves
of the opportunity. All these causes tend to increase
the wealth and influence of the lower castes, and to

- break down caste prejudice. The low-caste people

do not see why they should any longer be debarred
from certain privileges which vheir wealth or edu-
cation would seem to justify, and to which they
are legally entitled; and vhey are beginning to as-
sert their rights, often forcibly. This is naturally
resented by the higher castes, and the result.is cons-
tant friction, sometimes developing into serious ri-
ots and even murder. In fact, this ene factor ac-
counts largely for the sppareuu increase in riot and
crime during the last few years.

Woe agree with Mr. Ievers that increase
of riots and crime in Jaffna, during the
last few years, is the result of caste dis-
putes, owing to attempts on the part of
low caste people to assert equal rights
with those whom they had acknowledged
to he their masters. But we cannot bring
ourselves to believe, as Mr, levers says,
that it is the levelling influence of

: education, or the increase of wealth and

influence among the low castes that have
brought about the *“widespread rebellion
against caste rules and caste prejudices.”’
It is not during the last six yeas alone ed-
ucation has advanced among all classes
here. The Christian educational bodies
have been labouring in this Peninsula for
ebout a eentury and all castes were equal-
ly benefitted by the cheap education im-
parted by them. Again, it is not since Mr.
Ievers assumed the administration of this
Province the rural saffnese have begun to
axhibit ‘a much greater tendency tlan or-
merly to travel beyond the Peninsula, to
Colombo and other places”. It is a well-
known fact that for the last half a century
or more Jaffnese of all castes, in thou-
sands, have found employment not only
in different parts of Ceylon, but also in
India, Burmah and the Straits Settlements.
The Increase of caste riots in this District,
during the last few years, is not, therefore,
due to any sudden change that bas taken
place in the social condition of the people.

In our humble opinion these riots are
dua, in-a great measure, to a change of
policy on the part of the local authorities
in regard to caste rules and caste privileges
as observed in this District. Though all
subjects are equal in the eye of the law,
yet the British Governmen$ have been ob-
liged as a matter of policy and expediency
to uphold country customs and to acknow-
ledge the superiority of one caste over an-
other. The Ceylon Government Regula-
tion No. 18 of 1806 provides that *“All qu-
estions that relate to those rights and pri-
vileges that subsist in the said Province
(Jaffna) between the higher castes, parti-
cularly the Vellalas on the one hand, and
the lower castes, particularly the Kovias,
Nalavas and Pallas on the other, shall be
decided according to the said customsand
the ancient usages of the Province’’. After
repealing the greater portion of that Re-
galation the Government has. for good and
sufficient reasons, allowed the above quot-
ed section to remain in the statute book
of the Colony. From the time of the Brit-
ish occupation of this Island, successive
Government Agents, Mr. P. A, Dyke, Mr.
H. 8. 0. Russel, and Sir William Twynam,

‘pursued the policy as laid down in that Re-

gulation. Whenever low castes attempted
to arrogate to themselves privileges belong-
ing to higher ones and a disturbance was
threatened, these officers of Government
prevented breaches of public peace in the
villages by enjoining on the Headmen the
necessity of seeing the country customs
ohserved. The pursuance of that pohey,
not only prevented the occurrence of caste
riots in the couniry but also maintained

| excellent relations among the different

castes.
But My, Tevers introduced a different
policy in regard to caste disputes, which

though it may look in the abstract to be

December 16th 1903 ]

oA AT, mame—— SRR e

| a more just and enlightened policy for a
British official to adopt, is the source of
the evils connected with the inerease of
caste riots in this District. In his opinion
we are disposed to think, everyone is at
liberty to do whatever he likes, without
any regard to the ancient usages and cus-
toms of the country as to caste rules and
privileges. Most of the riots in guestion
are the result of attempts made for the
first time by men of low castes to arroga‘e
to themselves certain privileges which were
Cenied to themby country customs, suchas
nsing music in public processions, riding
in carriages, &c.. These people, when they
begin to rub shonlders with men whom
they had acknowledged to be their superi-
ors,approach the authorities with Petitions
stating that they apprehend a riot on the
occasion of a procession which they wish
to have with music,and praying for protee-
tion against the interference of their quoa-
dam masters. “The authorities promptly,
without any inquiry asto precedents, not
only issue the required license but also
order the [feadmen to be present on the
occasion and to see that the procession is
carried on to suit the views of the Peti-
tioners. The poor Headmen, to escape
dismissel from office, array themselves on
the side of those who seek their protection
and do everything to carry out the order
of their guperiors. 'This exasperates the
other villagers, andthe result is a riot, on
many occasions, in tle prescnce of the
Headmen themselves. A number of other-
wise quiet and peacable villagers are tlen
charged and sent to jail. Bat, to judge from

| the frequency of caste riot cases in our

courts, the severe punishment meted out
to the rioters iu these cases have had no
deterrent effect in the connt y and have not
restrained the higher caste people from in-
terfering with lower castes when the latter
assert claims to privileges which belonged
only to the former.

We do not think that. the anthorities
will succeed by any measwre in
eradicating the caste feeling in the coun-
try. As long as the casle system exists,
policy and expediency require that some
deference should be paid to the deep root—
ed feeling and prejudice of the people. ib
is the interference of the authovities with
caste rules and privileges which have exist-
ed from time immemorizl that have bronght
about increase of riots and crime in a place
where the greatest harmony prevailed a-
mong the different castes. We do not ad-
vocate a policy that wou ! have the effeet
of denying equal justice to all subjects of
His Majesty. But what we contend is that
the Government should not so lightly think
of destroying social distinctions, and that
by their attempt to do 'so in this District
they haVe created a state of affairs which,
to say the least of it, is not advantageons
either to the Government or to the people
at large. The encouragement now given
by the local authorities to every caste to
do whatever it likes with their active as-
sistance, at the risk of creating riots and
disturbances, is, in our opinion, as impolit-
ie and inexpedient, as the giving of premi-

ones. In every country social distinctions
exist, and the privileges enjoyed by one
caste or elass, by whatever name you may
~all it, is denied to the other. His Execel-
lency Sir Henry Blake has said in his fare-
well speech at Hong-Kong that his duty
as Representative of the Sovereign wasnob
to destroy soeial distinctions, but to show
that, vnder the British flag, justice was
pure and unpurchasaple, while, all from
the highest to the poorest coolie were free
to think, speak, and act as they liked as
long as they obeyed the laws. We do not
think that 1t is impessible to maintain so-

cial distinctions and at the same time to do
| equal justice to all castes and creeds under

um to higher castes to oppress the lower
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British rule. If people of an admittedly
low caste be told by the authorities, when
applications are made to them for assist-
ance and interference on their behalf, that
tle Government would not help them in do
-ing anything that is new and contrary to

country customs,.but that equal justice will

be done to them in His Majesty’s Courtsand
protection awviil be given to them by His Ma-
jesty’s Officers if they are oppressed by
any one, we think there will be nn castos
riots in Jaffna and the relations between

the different castes will be of a happy

and cordial character.

It is very strange that the British offici-
als wh) fret and fume at the mere mention
of caste privileges and distinctions among
the Tamils of Jaffua do not seem to know
that, in several British Colonies, Asiatics,
even if they be Briiish subjects and per-
sons of education, eulightenment, and
wealth, are not ailowed to walk on the
same pavements as used bythe Huropeans,
to travel in first or second class railway
carriages, to reside in all places they like
except at certain locations assigned to
them, in short to enjoy equal privileges as
citizens of the British Kmpire. These of-
ficials are themselves very particular even
in Ceylon that (distinctions and privile=
should be accorded to them as

ges, :
members of the ruling caste. But
they are bent upon destroying social

distinctions and privileges among the na-
tive subjects of Iig Majesty, though they
have the sanction of British legislation in
Ceylon. They are welcome to bring about
this change, if they can peaceably do it.
Bust the result of their active interforence
with time honoured country customs is, as
admitted by the authorities themselves,
increase of riots and crime 1n a districtnot-
ed for theirabsenco till a few years back.

OUR'SUBSCRIBERS,

‘PLEASE NOTE.

—_— T AR T T I

1. We are very sorry that our earnest
appeal calling for prompt payment of ar-
rear subscriptions due to the Hindu Or-
gan has not had the desined effect. The
15th September last, was the date, be-
fore which we asked our subscribers to
remit the saoserviption in full, due for
Vol. XLV. We. tender our thanks to
those who responded to our call, but to
those who treated our appeal with studi-
ed indifference, we mean to give them
another date, viz.,

3IST DECEMBER 1903

hefore which date, we earnestly solicit

each and all of our subscribers to remit
their dues to this paper in {ull.
2. Our subscribers in arrears are par-

ticularly reqnested to note that, unless
they pay and setsle their dues before the
3 st December 1903, their names will be
struck off our list of subsribers and in
due course steps will be taken to recover
them.

LOCAL & GENERAL

The Weather-—The days are now fine and the
nights cold and dewy. Theie was 'a drizaling
shower this moraing, but the weather cleared in
the evening.

The Chetties and the Ceylon Steamship Com-
pany—We understand the Chetties and the other
owners of goods that came by the last trip of
the “Liandy Gordon’' are very much dissaticfied
with the clain now mide by the owners of that
steamet for 25 per cent of the value of those
goode lauded here to make compensation for the
loes of a few pachages by firg which was due

to their cwn mneglect. If the claim i8 per-
risted in, it ig said, the Cheltics will apply to the
B.I. Company to run 8 steamer of theirs between
Jsffoa and Colombo.

The Government Agent—Mr. Liewis is on cir-
cuib sccompanied by. the Chief Mudaliyar. He is
at Point Pedro todny .aud will return to Jaffna
on the 20th Instant. 3 :

The Jaffna District Road Committee Hlections
—These elections took place at 11. 8. m. today
inthe Jaffna Kachcheri, when Mr. Charles Stran-

tenberg was re-elected as Burgher Member, and -

Mr. A.Sapaipatby as Natite Member, for ancther
term of thiee yeare. There wasno applicant tor
the European Membevship, and it is hoped that
Mr, C. M. Chinniab, the sitting Member, who has
done excellent service as a Member of the Com-
mittee, will be re-appointed by. the Provincial
Road Committee.

8, 8. “Jaffoa”—This little steamer of the

Jaffaa Steamship Company is now in Colombo |

to undergo repaire. It is said that the repairs
will be soon carried out a% a cost of about Rs
4000. It is also said that the leakages io the
steamer aire due to the bad fitting up by those
who undertook the work and that a claim will
be made for damages agaiust them.

Clerical Examiuation—Out of sixty candtdates
who appeared for this Examination from Ju:ffna
only four have eome off svccessful, of whom
t'ree ars from the Ilindu College, viz, K.
Ratnasingham, V. Thamby, and T. Velauthan.
We publish the fu'l result elsewhere.

Hiodu College—This Col'ege will close for the
“Poongal holidays en Mriday next.

The Ceylon Manuel, 1904—We hkave received
from the Secretariat a copy of this excellent publi-
cation compiled by Mr. Herbert White, ¢. C. S
We thank the Government for it. -

The Ceylon Law Review—We have to acknow-

ledge with thanks the receipt of the September—

October number of this periodical which contains
valuable legal informations of a varied and interest-
ingcharacter. Our readers are aware that Mr, Isasc
Thambyah is the Editor of this Review.

Matrimonial—The marriage of Mr. Advocate
S. Kanagasabai with Miss Parupathachy, daughter of
Mr. M. Namasivayam, took place in Colombo on the
14th Inst.

Also on the same day the marriage took place at
Mannar of Mr. 8. SapapathyPillai with Miss Puva-
nespari Ammal daughcer of Mudaliyar Mr. Canaga-
retnam, Sueretary, District Court of that place.

My. Pounusamy Udayar of Colomba-
ham wasg married on the 10th Inst. to a daughter
of “Mr. Sittampalam of Colombaham.

We wish the newiy married couples long life, hap-
piness and prosperity.

Life of Sri Saukeracharia—We learn that M-,
C. N. Krighnasami Aiyar M. A. L. . has written
aod paoblished a life of Sri Sankarachariya.

The Imperial TForenightly—We have re eived
a copy of this periodical published in Delhi.

THE CLERICAL EXAMINATION,

THE RESULTS.

The following candidates have passed the Exami-
nation held in September last for admission into ihe
Third Class of the OClerical Branch of the Pablic
Service:—

H. Abeyratna, K. C. Allagarajah, C. Arasaratna-
J. B. Arianayagam, L. B. Caspersz;, C.W. d’ Alwis,
G. E. Dirckze, K. B. Dissanayake, J. . de Silva,
E. B. Fernundo, H. A. Goonatilleke, G. A. de S, Goo,
natillexe, A. L. Gunaratna, J. Gunasexera, V, .
Herat, P. P, Hubert, 8. H. A. Jayawickrema, H.
M. Peris, A. Ponniah, V. E. A. Poulier, K. Ratna-
singam, C. D. A. Sherrard, C. E. E. Stork, V. Tan-
by N.T. A. de 8. Waidyaratna, T. Welanthan,
W. E. Wijesekara.

The following Officers of the Fourth Class have
also been selected for appointment to the Third
Class, in terms of paragraph 9 of the notification
dated 10th July, 1903, irrespective of examination:
—Mr. Barnabus Paranjothy, Head Clerk, Immigra-
vion Department, Faumban, Mr. J, B. Perera,
Clerk and Translator, Fiscal’s Office, Colombo’ Mr.
J. H. de Zilva, Chief Clerk, Police Court, Tan-
galla.

Sam————
FIRE ON THE “LADY GORDON.”

CAUSED BY A CASE OF NITRIC ACID.

A serious fire occurred on board the 8 8. “Lady
Gordon” shortly after eight o’clock yesterday mern-
ing aund consequently the vessel,” which was appoint-
ed o sail ronnd the Island at two o’clock yesterday
afternoon, was unable to get away.

From what we have been able to gather, it ap-
pears that about 20 miuntes past eight o’clock a
cense smoke was seen to rise from all corners of
the haold, wherein.a large quantity of cargo had al-
ready been stowed. Ina few minates the smoke
became sointolerable that no one could venture
down the hold, and the hatches were covered up.
Two steam hoses and a hand hose were rigged up
without dalay, and water was directed on every

part of the hatches' whence gpoke was issuing. The

harbour tng “Samson,” with Capt. Rankine prompt-
ly went alongside and her hose was placed on board
but it was not needed, asthe fire was got under in
aboub three quarters of an hour.

Whe-n the hatchey were examined it was not dif-
ficult to discover the cause of the fire. Stowed
away amongst a quantity of ordinary merchandise

* such as potatoes and cases of whisky, was a small _
It was opens

wooden box, which still emouldered,

en and in it was found a large bottle of nitric acid

used in photography. The bottle was covered with

saw-dust. The heat of the hold, it is thought, must

have caused the acid to combust spontaneously.
THE SURVEY OF TAE CARGO.

Captain Legge, the Master-Attendaunt, boarded
the vessel at one o’clnck yesterday afternoon and
held asurvey. This morning another survey will
be held of this damaged cargo at the Coastwise
Warehouse, —~Ceylon Independent.

PROVINCIAL ROAD COMMITTEE N. P.

Jaffna Nov. 28, 1903 at
2o Dazall
DPresent
The Chairman
_The Provl..Engineer N. P.
C.Strantenbergh Esq.
S. Sabaratnam Mudlr. and
The Secretary.
Proceedings and Resolutions. .

I Read and approved proceedings of last mreting.

II. Laid on the table file of papers re eeiling for
Pt. Pedro R. H previously circulated among
the Members of the P. R. C. (N. P.) with Supt’s
Tistimate for Rs. 440-

Resolved that the estimate ag regards the two
bed rooms and the room adjoiniog be approved, the
remainder of the estimate to be carried ont if the
experiment: proves satisfactory.

III. Laid on the table the file of papers re
(@) Improvements to Kaits resthouse.

(b) Mettalling road throngh compound at Pallai
Rest House.

Resolved :

(@) That the estimate as regards the windows
be approved and that the question of the doors be
post-pouned.

(b) That the es imate of Rs. 20-,, for Metalling
1oad at Paliai R. H. be approved.

1V. Laid on the table estimate for Re. 43-87 gubmit-
ted by the Maniagar of Pachilaipali (and con-
nected pupers) for fencing the back portion of
Pallai R. H. premises and for planting cocoanut
trees therein. -

Resolved that an estimate for Rs, 3762 be
passed.

V. Laid on the table estimate for Rs. 71-,, submitted
by the Maniagar of Tenmaradchy (and connect-
ed papers) for planting the land at Chavakach-
ckeri next to the resthonse With cocoanuts.

Resolved that the estimase for Rs. 71-,, be
approved. _

V1. Resolved that a sum of I¥s. 3-,, a month for Pal-
lai and Rs. 6-,, a month for Chavakachcheri Rest
-houses be allowed for watering the cocoanuts,

VI1I. Laid on the table the file of papers repairs to
Government Bungalow at Nainativa previously
circulated and approved by the Members of the
P.R.C. (N, P.)

Resolved that the estimate for Rs. 45-70 be
approved (subject to reduction if neceasary.)

T. B. Russell
Secry. P. R. C.
e
RETIREUMENT OF

N. M. VENAYAGA MUDARIYAR

POST AND TELEGRAPH MASTER,

POINT PEDRO.

. *(¥rom a Correspondent.)

Mr. Vensyagam is the son of the late Mr.
Nagapper Mootatamby and was born at Poiné
Pedro on the 4th March 1844,and was educated
in the Wesleyan Mission Bnglish School Point
Pedro and the Government Normal Schocl Mad-
rag. e was at the nge of twenty employed as
an Batry Clerk at the Customs Point Pedro for
about two yeare, and was theresfter a Teacher
for sometime in the Wesleyan Mission English
School at Point Pedro, where he received his
eduocatien.

On the 3cd Jaly 1867 he opened the late Pt.
Pedro Grammar School, which was Registered
by the Department of Puablic Iustruction ns a

’

graut-in-aid high school'and which was so ably g

managed by him as to bave deserved the fol-
lowing encomiums passed by the then Director
of Public Instruction and now the Governor of
Maurifiug, Sir Charles Bruce in his Administra-
tion Report for the year 1879. “Nor must I
forget to mention, as an earnest of a growing
national interest in e¢ducation, a private school
at Poiot Pedro, under the management of Mr.
N. M. Venayagam, in which school building,
apparatus, discipline, and instruction leave little
to be desired.” This English High School was
in existence for about 25 years, and subsequently
smalgamated with the Point Pedro Mission
« Eoglish School at the special desire of the Dit-
ector of Public Instruction,
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He slso opeved a veroacular middle gchool at |
Point Pedro in 1872 which is csrried on unin-
terruptedly for the last 32 years, and wherein
a very large number of boys are still receiving
gratuitous tuition. It must also be stated that
many vatives of Point Pedro and ‘it vicinities
who are at present bere as well as in places
abrond holding bigh Offices under government
owe their education to the above schoole.

Mr. Venayagam was appointed Post Holder
of Point Pedro on lst May 1871, and when the
Postal Department was re-organised in 1877,
he was made a Post Master of the 3rd claes
while all others of the same salary and length
of service, in the Northern Province were put
to the 4tk and 5th classes. In 1891 when the
Telegraph live was extended to Point Pedro, he
was sppointed Post and Telegraph Mastgr, he
having qualified himself, by self stady, in sig-
palling and Telegraphy, an exceptional course
in his case, while all others are invariably either
required to go through the Colombo Telegraph
School or sent to offices where there is no tele-
graph work. With the introduction of Tele-
graph busivess, he was given an Assistaut, and
the business in sl} its branches, Money Order,
Saving's Bauok, Telegrapb, Registration and
parcele, baving been on the increase yearly, a
gecond Aesistant was also given bim in 1901.

Snccessive Postmaster - Generals, Assistant
Postmaster-Generale, Auditor-Generalsand other
Inspectors who visited Mr., Venayagem’s cflice
periodically from so far back as the time of Mr.
Trotter P. M. G., have all expresséd their satis-
faction of the praiseworthy manver in which his
office has been worked particularly his honesty
and intergrity. It is needless for sny detzils to
be given of the approbation of his services, a8
the very bigh distinction shown him by the con-
ference of the title of Mudsliyar cn him by His
Hxcellency the Goveruor Sir West Ridgeway
on the occasion of His Majesty the King’s Birth-
day in November Jast, at the recommendation of
his Superior the Houo’ble H. R. Meysey Post-
master-Geveral and Director of Telegraphs,iteelf
gpeaks of him very clearly. In this connection
it must be mentioned that he is the first Tamil
in the Pcstal Department to get this title.

1t is gratifying to note that Venayaga Muda-
liyar was the first to open & Post Office st Poiot
Pedro snd has eontinued all throngh bis long
servicesof 33 years fo remsin a Postmaster in
his own native place, nay even allowed to keep
the office at his own bouse for 13 years. The
Postmaster has had culy a very short leave of
absence from duty, during bis tenure of cffice,
and in 1899 when he fell ill be was allowed
the special consceseion of his son Mr. V. Vadi-
velu, a pagsed Telegraphist who was then a sig-
naller at Jaffoa being sent to act for him.

He now retires from service at his 60th year,
and although his retirement is due in March he
was relieved on the Gth Instaut, three months
privilege leave with full pay heving been
granted to him by His Excellency the Lieut.
Governor.

The Postmaster-General (Hounble H. L. Moy-
gey) has further extended his kindness towards
the Mudaliyar, and, in consideration of his con-
tinned service at his own native place, has au-
{horised a photo of Venayaga Mudaliyar to be
permanently huog up io the Point Pedro Post
Office.

Nor shou!d it be lost sight of here to wake
1cention of the charitable disposition of the Mu-
daligar. His chathiram at Selvachauathy near
Tondamansar built by bim about 20 years ago
is still being visited by many, and pericdical
feeding of the poor byhundreds isregularly car-
ried on there, and especislly during .the festive
days the accommodation that it gives for the

thoueands of  pecple that . collect there
ie beyond description, particularly  beceuse
no other sheds are avsilable there. This is a

Jasting charitable institation that Veoaysga
Mudaliyar has established, and it will no donbt
make the Mudsliyar’s neme live in the anoals of
the whole of Jaffaa Peninsals,

Venayaga Mudaliyar entertained his staff of
officers and friends to a dinner at his qusarters
on the eve of his retirement, and on the 6th inst-
ant, immediately after being relieved he pro-
ceeded to his Chathiram at Sannatby temple and
Keerimalai and distributed gifts to the Brabmin
priest and fed a large number of the poor.

SIR HENRY BLARE’S FAREWELL
SPEECH AT HONGKONG.

(‘ South Chica Morning Post” Nov. 23.)
H. E. Sir Henry Blake, on Saturday, Nov.

| times duving the term of

21, delivered the following speech at St Au- |

dr-w’s Hall, Hong Kong,in reply to a frorewell
address from the eitizons read by Bir William
Goodmasn, the Chief Justice:—

Sir William Goodmsp, ladies and gentle-
men,—I thaok you, and tbrough you the com-
munity who have signed this beautiful album
for your expressions of goodwill—a feeliog that
i, I assare you, warmly reciprocated by Lndy
Blake and myself. You are kind enough to
recapitulate eertain incidents that have ocear-
red duriog my administration, and your friend-
ship attributes to me a larger shsre in the in-
ception and carrying outof (hose projects
than is always my doe. The material progress of
this great port is secured by the collective ener-
gy of the community, and nc one realize more
fally thao I that in such.progress I have been
the fly upon the wheel. Butit isa happiuess
to me to know that the wheel has been going
round merrily, that no sand bas been allowed
to get into beariogs, and that notwithstanding
the present nuiversal depression, that will, T
hope scon pass awsy, Hong Kong is as soucd
and insistent in' aboonding energy and everiun-
creasing prosperity ss when I came among you.
T have according to my lights taken the share
of the work that fell to my lot, anod I aecept
with gratifieation your ssearvance that [ bave
done it to your satisfaction. (Applause.) Bat
to ove thing I coufess that I shall always look
back with the keenest plensures I have se-
cared, with the entire concurrence of the Chi.
nese authorities of Canton, that never again
ghall any man rurrendered from wuder the folds
of the Beitish flig be subjected to the hirrow-
ing tortar-s that are still so prevalent in Chi-
nese judicial proceedings. I experienced difli-
culties in having my views placed befors the
then Viceroy but itis due to him to say that
when they were presented to him he acqniesced
with & readiness that did him honour.
And iu covsidering the custom that seems to
us so inhumanly cruel and so fraught with in-
justice, we cught not to forget that hardly a
centnry has passed aince cruelties as terrible
were possible under our own laws until at
length our eyes were opened to the injustics
and uselessness of the barbarons practice.
(Hear, hear.)

IMPROVEMENT TRUST.

I wish that T could accept the assumption

‘that the 1mprovement T'rust hns actuslly been

founded. The scheme has gone home for the
consideration of the Secretary of State with my
strong advica that it ehall be adopted. Bat
grent ag is the importance of the structaral im-
provement of Hong Kong, there is a matter of
greater and more pressing moment thab I wigh

to bring forcibly before you in these last mo- |

meuts before I leave yonr shores. 'T'hat is the
pressing necessity of utilising the British cen-
cession that has been granted for a railway
from Canton to the borders of our territory.
That concession has been granted to a British
syndicate, and it is their duty to utilise it and
sopply the natural seaport terminus to the great
arterial line to Haukow, lest possible devclop-
ments be scught immical to the ipterests of
Hoog Kong. We have not boilt up our Em-
pire by beng laggards in the race for deve-
lopments necessary for the expansion of the
trade of the world, and letting “I dare not”’
wait upon “l wili” hes never couquered a posi-
tion nor retained it for either men or nations.
(A pplaase.)

PRO-CHINESE.

And now, ladies and gentlemeo, I will touch
upon & statement that has been reiternted many
my administration.

That is that I am too pro-Chinese in my
views. Well, I hardly know how to answer thie.
If it meaps that I have favoured the Chinese
members of the community at the expense of
the Europeans I deny it most strenuously, and
this beautifal address, in which Chinese and
non-Chinese have joined, supports my denial.
What is the daty of the British Government
snd what is the duty of His Maj-sty’s repre-
gentative in Crown Colonies whose prosperity
depends upon the common action of the best
men among ite population? Not to destroy so-
cial distinctions, nor to decresse the reepect
and consideration that ought to be the reward
of the educated, the upright, the honest and
successful man of every rac-, but to give equ-
al protection to all, and to bring homs the
feeling that under the British flag juatice
i pure aod unpurchaseble, acd every man
through the grades,from the highest to the poo-
reat coolies whom we meet with dull eye nnd
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Peak with his loads of rand or bricks, is free
to think what be likee, to epeak what be thinka
and to act as he wills withonut let or hindrauce
g0 loug as he obeys the luws that have been
made for secaring the protection snd eomforb
of the whole eommunity. This is the estimate
that [ have formed of my daty, und I have en-
deavoured to carry it ont with a keen and abi-
ding sense of my responsibility to my Kiog
to this e mmuouity, ané to my own ecugcience.
{Lond applause.) Aod now that T am abcab
to band over the reins of Government to my
friend, the Colonial Secietary, for whose in-
dustry, ability and honusty of purpese I would
gladly vouch, were it necessaly in a commu-
nity to whom he is so long and so intimstelv
known, I and mwy wife bid yom good-bye with
Leartfelt wishes for your happiness and prot~
perity individually snd collectively, and our
earnest prayer that the damrk cloud of plagus
that has hung over the (olony for ten . leug
years may be dissipated by the efforts of the
devited workers engaged iu combaling itR ra-
vages, and that the great port of Hung Kong
may ouce more become as healthy as it is bea-
utiful. Good-bye. (I ng sud eontibu.d &f-
plaus .)

After reading the above, Ilis
tivued: I will only add, ladies aud Gentlemen
that I wish I had geen this sun on the last duy
of my stay v Hoog Kong. But tte fact Ire—
gret that we lenve on &0 bad a day has ity
coasolation in thig, that my friend Mr. May,
will enter on his adwinistraiion under the be-
nevolent influ-nce of a rainy dar, which will
improve the vegetation and replensh the re.
gervoir, and relieve t(he O lony of the diffical-
ties of a water famine. (Cbeers and npplause }

iscellercy con-

Whil-t His Esgcellency was speaking his last
words to the nssemply the strains from the
band that was to play him down to the guny -
gide foated into the Hall. T'he moment wue
most imprassive, wod cne conld perceive the
emotiou which underlay His Excellency’™s w. rde.
Then he stopped. And for n time the musie
wis drowoed in the applanse and cheers thag
came from tho assembly. It was the goud-bye
cheer.

A few minutes later iia Excelleaey and Line
dy Blake | ft the hall, aud just cutside the
door Sir Henry reviewed sud  sddiesscd the
Ohinese wutchmen.

NOTICE

-

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA;
. ORDER NISl.

Testamentary

E No. 1437

Jarisdiction

Class ‘11,

In the matter of the estate of the Tate
Arnmugom Pommmpa{um of Vannarponnai East.

D censed.

Ravanna Mana Meyna Kalaiyappapillai of Varnar-
ponnai o
: Petitioner
N Vs
Thaiyalmuttn widow of Ponnampalam of Vannar-

ponuai East
Repondent

This matber of the Petition of Ravanua Mana Meyna
Kalaiyappapillai of Vannarponnai praying for letters
of Administration to the estate of the abovenamed
deceased Arnmugam Ponnampalam coming on for dis-
posal before W* R. B. Sanders Fsqr District Judge,
on the 25th day of November 1903, in the presence
of Messrs. Casippillai & Cathiravala Proetors on
the part of the Petitioner - ana the affidavit of
the Petitioner dated the 23rd day of November .1903
having been read, it is declared that the Petitioner
is a creditor of the said intestate and i8 entitled to
have Letters of Administration to the estate of the
said Intestate tssued to him unless the Respondent
or any other person suall on or, before the 22ud day
of December 1903 show sufficient cause to the sabis-
faction of this Court to the contrary.

Sigoed this 25th day of Nov: mber 1903

Signed. W. R. B. SANDERS
District Judge.
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