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 QALCUTTA

PROVIDENT INSTITUTION

1t is the pioneer Iustitution of its kind
in India.

Every male or female, irrespective of
age, religion or residence, can secure for
another whether related or not a profitable
provision at his or her death by a monthly
payment of Rupee one only. No medical
certificate is required.

Tne total amount of claims paid for dea-
ths in 1903 is Rs 10063 whereas the total
amount of subscription received from the
deceased is Rs 472. The No. of sabs-

cribers is on the rapid increase.

Active and influential Agents are wanted
on, liberal commission. For Prospectus,
Report &e..

Apply to
. K.BOW, - .
Manager.

. Beware of sham Benefit societies.

TAMIL IS SWEE

To Tamils, nothing is so sweet, noth-
ing is so dear as our Mother Tongue “‘sweet
Tamil”.

Every Tamil, who is proud of his mother
Tongue, should have a copy of

“ABIDANAKOSAM™
Price Rs 5.

It contains a historical and critical ac-

count of Tamil Poets, Rajahs, Hindu Deit-

ies, Sages, superhuman beings sacred
places, elassical works &c arranged in al-

_phabetical order.

No such work has hitherto been publish-

ed nor indeed has any comparable to it

been yesissued. It will be an invaluable
companion to all as it is very instructive,
interesting, amusing and refreshing to the
mind.
Copies to be had of
A. MOOTOOTAMBYPILLY
Messrs: Ward & Davy

31.1.03. Jathin

TILES! TILES! TILES!!

“GENUINE MANGALORE ROOFING TILES
OF ALL DISCRIPTIONS.

P

Flat tiles, Ridges Y Floorings, halves, Ventilators,
Ornamental Ridges of various patterns, Termina
Ridges sky lights, etc etc etc.

FIRST,CLASS QUALITY ONLY.

FiFrom various manufacturers to snit every customer.
Prices very moderate. Orders executed expeditions-
ly and with special care. Large stock on hand. These
tiles are the cheapest and the best ever manufactured,
saves labour, wood, and ensures safety and neatness.
Nothing like this for protection from rain, worms, rep-
tiles mice ete. : :

Apply to

JOSEPH & CO.
 2nd X Strees Pettah.

JAFFNA.

TAMIL CHEMISTRY.

By T. P. MasilamanyPillai with an
introduction from Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope
Price Cts. 75, Postage extra.

Apply to T. P. MasilamanyPillai

. Jaffna.
NOTIGE.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.

ORDER NISI.

% No. 1480

In the matter of the estate of the late
Aiyampillai Kumaru of Karadive West
D:ceared.

Testamentary

Jarisdiction

1. Ramanatar Sivaguru and
9, wife Paruppillai of;Karadive West
Petitioners
Vs

1. Ponnachchippillai widow of Aiyampillai Kumaru

2. Aiyampillai Paramu and

3, Aiyampiliai Ramanatar all of Karadive West

Respondents

This matter of the Petition of Ramanatar Sivaguru
and wife Paruppillai of Karadive West praying for
letters of Administration to the estate of the above-
named deceased Aiyampillai Kumara of Karadive West
coming on for disposal before T. B. Russell Esqr
District Judge, on the 1st day of March 1904, in the
presence of Mr. S. Kandayya Proctor on the part of
she Petitioners ana the affidavit of the 2ud Petitioner
dated the 29th day of February 1904 having been read,
it is declared that the 2nd Petitioner is the sole heir
of the said intestate and as such is entitled to have
Letters of Administration to the estate of the said In-
testate issued to her unless the Respondents or any
other person shall on or, before the 14th day of Apnil
1904 show sufficient caunse to the satisfaction of this
Court to the contrary.

Sigued this 1st day of March 1904
Signed. T. B. RUSSELL

—~- District Judge.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.

ORDER NISI.
Testamentary
No. 1488
Jurisdiction
Clasa IL.
1n the Matter of the Estate of the late

Vairavanathar [ragunathar of Udavil
Deceased

Sinnattampi Arunasalam of Uduvil i
Petitioner
Vs

1. Sithamparanathar Suppiramsniar of
‘Tavala Iyattala
9. Suppiramaniar Swaminathar of Uduvil
3. Murugappar Arumugam of do
4. Vannittamby Veluppillai of Thellippalai West
5. Visuvanathar Vaitilingam of Madduvil North and
wife
6. Valliammai of do
7. Velayuthar Sinnattamby of Kaithady and wife
8. Sinnattankam of do
9. Kartigesar Kanthar of do
10. Sinnachchi daughter of Mailar of do
11. Paramananthar Iramanathar of Kokknvil West
12, Kanthar Namasivayam No. 42 old moor street,
. QOolombo
13. Kanthar Muttu of Kokkuvil -
14. Kanthar Murugesun of  do
15. Kanthar Thampaysh of do
16. Poothathampi Kathirippillai of do and wife
17. Chellachehi of do
18. Muttuppillai widow of Vaitilingam of do
19. Suppar Mailvakanam of Tavady and wife
20. Aunappillai of 0
21, Sinnappu Thurayappa of Kokkuvil and
22, Veerasingam Ponnish of do :
Respondents
This matter of the Petition of Sinnattamby Aru-
nasalam of Udnvil praying for Letters of Administra-
tion to the estate of the abovenamed deceased Vairava-
nathar Iragunathar coming on for disposal before
T, B. Russell Hsquire District Judge, on the 16th day
of March 1904 in the presence of Messrs. Casippillai
& Cathiraveln Proctors on the part of the Petitioner
and the afidavit of the Petitioner dated the 15th day

- of March 1904 having been read, it is declared that

the Petitioner is one of the heirs of the said intestate
and is entitled to have Letters of Administration to
the estate of the said Intestate issued to him unless
the Reapondenta or any other person skall on or, be-
T : ~

fore the 14th day of April 1904 sbow sufficient cause
to the satisfaction of this Court to tke contrary,
Sigoed this 16th day ol March 1904.
Sigd. T. B. RUSSELL
District Jodga'

o o

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA,

ORDER NIsl

% No. 1484 °

‘Testamenmry

Jurisdietion
In the Matter of the Estate of the lais
Ramalinkam Mailveganam of Mallakam
Deceased.
Mailvagauam Changarappiliai of Colombo
Petitioner
Ve.

Thangappillai widow of Ramalinkam Mailvaganam of
Mallakam
Respendent

This matter of the Petition of Mailvaganam Chsn-
garappillai of Colombo praying for Letters of Admin-
istration to the estate of the abovenamed aeceased Ra-
malinkam Mailvaganam of Msllaskam coming on for
disposal before T. B. Russell Esqr. District Judge, on
the 10th day of March (904 in the presence of Mr. V.,
Ponmampalam Proctor on the part of the Petitioner
and the affidavit of the Petitioner dated the lst day
of March I904 having been read, it is declared that
the Petitioner is one of the keirs of the said intestate
and is entitled to have Letiers of Administration
to the estate of the said Intestate issued to him unless
the Respondent or any other person shall oo or, be-
fore the 14th day of April 1904 show sufficient causs
t> the satisfaction of this Court to vhe contrary.

Signed this 10th day of March 1304
Sigd. T. B. RUSSELL
District Judge

THE HINDU ORGAN.

IAFPNA, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 1904
THE DISTRICT JUDGESHIP
OF JAFFNA-

Till the re-organization of the Civil
Service by Sir West Ridgeway in
1898, the District Judgeship of Jaffna was
a First Class appointment. Galle ranked
first and Jaffna second in the judicial
branch, Colombo and Kandy having been
reserved for members of the legal piofes-
gion. But Sir West Ridgeway had the
knack of doing things all m his own way.
He had also the knack of saying pleasant
things, hut under a pleasant and pleasing
exterior there was an autocracy which the
superficizl observer failed to discover. With-
out any notice to the public and without
caring to know the reasons which could
have been urged against the change, His
Excellency did, with one stroke of his pen,
convert the District Judgeship of Jaffna
into a Second Class appointment, and ra
Kurunegala to the First Class lest the
Civil Service might be deprived of ono of
its prizes. The reason assigned for tho
change was that the amount of work which
came up for disposal before the Judge at
Kurunegala was more than that at Jaffoa.
1f this reason is to be held good, then an
Assistant Agency like that of Kalutara,
where, we believe, more revenue is collected




: ,,f‘other'*

15 %’(th% Di

T %w:,.mm“‘“ e

. March 30th 1904

¢han in Anuradhapura, muat be raise ato in;.:;
5 - "The..

.Agency at the expense of the latter.
mportance of a town or district is to bhe
mewsured mnob only by the amount of
work - *done bhere.
considerations.
gard must be had to its position as the
capital of the Nortk, the influence and in-
telligence of its peOple, the eﬂimency of
its Bar, &c. Admittedly Jaffna is head
and /shoulders above;Kuruneaala in these
respects. There is not a smgle Advocate
or Barrister practising in Kurunegala, and
in point of numerical sbrength -and- the a-
hility and efficiency of its members, the
Jaftna Bar is much superior to the Kurune-
gala Bar. Advocates alone there are a-
bout a dozen in Jaffna. As regards popula-
tion also, the Town of Jaffna ranks second
0 Colombo only in the whole Island. It
is clear, therefore, that the reduction of the
Jaffna District Judgeship was a most back-.
ward step, and the mistake came to be com-
mitted becanse. the peopleinterested did not
know beforehand the change effected, and
“had no opportunity of Lzymg their views
hefore the Government. The then Secre-
tary fof State also, who was hacd and
glove with  Sic West Rudgeway, readily
sanctioned the proposal.

During theearly days of British rale, all
judicial offices in Ceylon, except seats
on the Supreme Court Bench, were beld by
members: of the Civil Service. At that time
‘there was no Bar worth speaking of. But
Ceylon has since advanced by leaps and

- bounds, and the best talent ef the country

1snew centredinits Bar, which, mmbelhgence

and ffluleUGV, 18 not inferior to that of any
‘ ’1onv 1t was in recognition of the:
nd claims of the Ceylon Bar, that
rict Judgeships of Colombo: and

=

... Kandy cawe to be set apart for lawyers,

though adeparture has been made in the case
of the present occupant ofthe Kandy Bench.
If the Goverament of Sir West Rldgeway
had any, the slightest, intention of keeping

- pace with the progress of the age, the

‘District Judgeship of Jaffna (of Galle too)
would have been, instead of having been
reduced, thrown open to the Bar. There
need not have been any fear that that
course would have involved the appoint-
ment of Native lawyers. For, all the per-
- manent District Judges of Colombo and
Kandy, selected frow among the members
of the Bar, have been Burghers and Xu-
ropeans, and the majority Europeans.
Even if no account was taken of the
spirit of the times, it would have been
some consolation if the Distriet J udgeship
of Jaffna had been allowed to remain a
First Olass appointraent in the Civil Service,
as it had beén for years.Can 1t be said with
truthorjustice that Kurunegalla has advan-
ced and Jaffna has retrograded? Even if
such is the case, the decision of the late
Lord Derby who, when Secretary of State
for the Colonies in the eighties, refused to
sanction the proposal of the local Govern-
ment t3 reduce the pay and emoluments of
the Government of the Northern Province,
is in point.His Lordship held that, on ac-
count of the distance of Jaffna from the
Metropolis, and the fact that the Govern-
ment Agent of the Northern Province was

- the chief officer of the Tamnil populablon in

the Tsland whose kead quarters Jaffna was,
it would be im politic to place the Northern
Agercy at a lower footmg than that of
Colombo or haLdy If there was no
reason to reduce the Jaftna
there was also no reason to  reduce the
Jaffoa District Judgeship. But it has taken

place, and it behoves the Jaffnese to see
that nothiag further is done to detracb»

: fmm ‘the impor tance of Jaffoa.

“ Before . 803, the year of the
t:on, the Ja.ﬁ“na District Court

but also by other |
- In tha case of Jaﬁn‘a, Yo

Serv;ce.
the want of a professional training. The
first two Judges appointed after 1898 were
officers of the Third Class and rose to be
Second Class officers during their tenura

proved to be an able judge, but the other,
though unerring in his decisions on | fucts,
was not possessed of a good knowledge of
law. These gentlemen had been once Polics
Magissrates 1o Jaffna,
an interval of about fifteen years between
that time and their appointment to the
District Judgeship. In this state of things,

from the bench of the Police Uourtito that
of the District Court has come as a surprise
on the public. Mr. Russall is quiw a young
officer,a little over mm}, andin the Fourt 5
Class of the’ Civil barvica, tn ~which
Police Magistracy of iaffna. belo /3.
the prinoiple of his dppt)'ntmeuo 18 accedad
_to, the District Judgeship of Jaffna will
be accounted even less important

31
11‘

| than the Magistracy at Colombo, te which
no Fourth Class officer has as yet been ap-

pointed, and will never bs appointed.
dpeaking of Mr. Russell personally, we are
glad to admit that he is an excellent gen-
tieman and makes an excellent judge, ex-
celljog even some of his hoary-headed pre-
decessorsin legal knowledge. Bnt the poimnt is
whether the generality of officers in the
Fourth Class are as competent as ig Mr.
Russell. It is the principle of the appoins-
ment that is in fanlt In no period in tke his-
tory of Jaffna has a Fourth Class officer
who received no training in law, been
appointed District Judge. His wallency
Sir Henry Blake is new to the Island, and

Agzency,

it is his advisérs that are to blame in the
matter. If a Seecond Ciags officer was not
available,theappointment properly belonged
to one at the top of the Third Class.

Rumours are also afloat that Mr. George
Prins of .Point Pedro is to be appointed
District Judge on the 6th April to try some
criminal cases = committed by Mr.
Russell when Police Magistrate.  We
know Mr. Prins to be good in his  Police
Court work, and he is moreover &4 most
polite and courteous gentleman.But we mean
no Gisparagement to him when we say that
Mr. T. M. Tampoo, who vacated the Police
Court bench only two months ago, will
make a better judge. Why his name was
rot submitted to Government we are abt a
loss to know.

CENERAL COLLEGE CALENDAR
FOR 1904.

. We are in receipt of the talendar of Cen-
tral Uollege,Colombo,for 1904.1t opens with
a frontispiece of Mr. 8. U. K. Rutham, the
Principal. It contains a variety of inform-
ation useful alike to boys and adults, be-
sides College notes, reports of pr iZ6-giv-
ings, subjects and results o: examinations.
Mr.
success which has attended his labeours as
an educationist. Colombo supplies him a
wider field than Jaifoa. Tamils as well as
other races are availing themselves of the
benefits of the education imparted in the
College. It does good and useful work not
_only in purely scholastic subjects but also
in subjects in which the pasainﬂ' of an ex-
amination 18 ingisted on by Government
departments. The College is specially
- suited to Tamil boys of tender age. Not on-
1y there is a Tamil priucipal who knows

them

of the orown and who, though not Iawyers,‘
_had acquired a fair knowledge of law when
z serving in the lower ranks of the Civil

Their experience made up for

of the District Judgeship. One of them

and there  was -

the translation of Me. T B. Russell dx"ef‘t :

Rutnam 1s to be congratulated on the .

their ways, habits, and predilections, but.
| such of them as cannot understand instruc-
| tion given in English in the older Colleges |”_
_presid- | can hape ﬁo havs specml attenhmn paxd to
ed over by judges of age and expemencew—- S 5 5
Judges who had grown arey in the aervxce

iwesks’ lesvas

o MasﬁerPonnndurm a nephew 'of Mr.
. ko]unthu, thch took place at Vannarponne on t.he

The Coliege is worked O%Ghrxsblan lxnes,k ; !

we believe. Asa Chnetmn and the son._ of

a Tamil Chrxstlan minister, Mr. Rutn&m

oanunot perhaps be .expected to act othet- . |
wise. But to make the College popular a- 1
mong non-Christians a conscience-clanse
may be introduced whereby non-Christian
boys who or whose parents have conscien-~

. tious objections to their joining the reli-

gious classes may stand back during the
hours of religious teaching. This is done
in the 8t. Thomas’ College and in the Ro-
man Catholic institutions, and they are not

- Jess Christian than the Protestant colleges

in Jaffna, the managers of which have per-
sistently opposed the insertion of a con-
scienge-clause in the Grant-in aid Code.We ,
do not write this in a spirit of fault-finding, ]
Our sympathy for all movements under-
taken or conducted by Tamils of whatever
caste or ereed must certainly allay any mis-
giving in this respect. Qur only objectis to |
show that the adoption of our suggestion
witl make Cenfral ¢ College a pational college
thont quaff'whn;r from its Christian cha-
lean adherence tothe policy of the
stonaries will make it rather.a
Lif 20t & sectarian, institution. The
Jaftns Hindu College would not have  been
siarted if vot for the treatment accorded to
Hindu boys by the anthorities of some of
the Uolleges in Jaffoa.

THE MARRIAGE CUSTOMS
OF THE JAPANESE.

€

We draw the atfention of our readers to
an interesting deseription of Japanese man-
ners and customs published elsewhere. |
Those who cry down the marriage customs
of the Hindus,in season and out of season, |
will note that the Japanese practice in this |
respect 18 more or less similar to ours.
If the Jap-uese could hsave risen to their
presest p siticn with such customs bemng in P
force ainong them, ths conelusion 1s irresistibia =
hat our costoms are 1o no wry respousible for
the evils affsefing Hindn society, sthich certainly
are pot many.Dr.Gura Dass Banaerjee, M.A. D.L.,
late jndge of the High Court of Calcatts and
one of the moest emio-us end distingaished
Indiaus of the day, cbeerves even tha minntest
details of = Hindu. householder’s life enjuined
by the Sbastras. He is of opinioe that Hinda
manners and customs sre  the resalts aod pro-
duols of tha evulubion of Hindu socisty durinse
long gzecies of yests, and that any change in
them, to be hbeuneficial or lasilng, must o mo
from withir, snd wot a8 the resnlt of engratting
«n 1t foreigo institations which are auitable one
ly to tho dlimes aud countries of their own
origin and growth.

LOCAL & CGEMNERAL

The Maniagar of Thepmaradchy—Mr. Saravana--~"
muttn Mudaliyar, the Maniagar of Thenmaradchy,
has applied for and obtained leave owing to ill-

-health, and Mr. Tampapiliai Mudaliyar, the Mania-
gar of Jsxffua, i3 acting for him in  addition to his
own  dubies.

The Police Snperintendent—The Police Superin-
tendent, Mr. Dowbiggin, who went to Marichikaddy,
has returned to Jaffna,

The Calcutta P. A, Examination—The Calcutta
T. Al examinabien was held here last week. y

—Mr. Ratoem Matlvagenam and Mr. S, Sella-
turat who passud the last Advocates’ Preliminary
Examipstion ere om a visit to Jaffns.  They will
ritarn to Oolombo sbont the end of April.

The N rrtborn Railway Departmeci—Mr. H.
Oliver,Chief Resident Engineer,came to Jaffoa last
week.

The Post- Masfu, Te;fm.«-—-?ﬂr Y R Somara~
singhe Madsliyar has left for Golombo on  three
sir. Muttiah - seting for bim
with gresf seceptanes.

. —The operations in connection with the water %
supply scbeme for Jafina sre over. ' The officera J
have left on other duty. Mr. R. W. Smith who

was ir charge of the work bas made a reporf fo
Government. It is atated that the well tested is

oapable of sapplying the Town of Jaffoa with

the required quantity of water./ ¥

—~Mr. A. R Savandranayagsm of the Colombo

Draemage Works 18 on a visit to Jaffnal

Obitnary—We regreb to ‘chronicle the death of
Proctor Siva-
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Congress will be held ab
i the 2nd April, and the
imangala will reside.
k=M H
._«mpb with A rather serious
v ‘there on circuit.
¢ i,{tstry ~Office st Galle and
oad, a surya tree fell on one of
& paiuful injury.  Mr. Hopkins
nd i improving.

Pablic  Tustruction—Th's
b0 vigib J xffna on hzs anonal
montb

a{-—-Mr.F H Grmhatcn
ek preparhmy to his retire-
gting for him.

%ost Master General—Mr. Pagden is
spok he probable saccessor to the presenc
Poat. m_ ber (}eueral who goes home short.ly “on

;Educatlonal Department in Ceylon
) died in Hogiand in his 72nd
dall -"‘w&s first - an_ Inspector
bhen Direcior of Public
' was  Governor of

KUALA AUMPO‘R

hhmgs that sttract the
io these States, I bave

" qpare o few momeuts
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d the Jaffoa Tamils re.
hope that you will be

Dm;pi i ,‘dasmea,and rsees.  Kusla
Lr,mm growing year by yea:; the ceutralsa-

opportunity fo stud
he Juif \ i

1 soonety there, especnﬂy

v ;th my eshmaﬁe of the total nom-
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| rbs varies batwe“n 800 and
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pariment, sre,
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moul& mto “u nion’’

ragurd it 183
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: the Fadersi Gnvemment nauds fo X
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| thing T am cértam, there is nothing which
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“legislators’’ of the Associntion;

. paratively rich and ia good p

~ issuer; and being cnrici)‘us to kpow il

08, ey ~.the Japanese tevival.
88 of g‘reat nility and 1

atradictory repoﬂ;a, bu

worthy of the name and fame of the emnmumtv

“and if st nll thers i3 anythisg, it ispet in any

WAY calculated to advance our interests in thess
States. I uvpderstand that the doom of the
Asgociation hag been: bronght sbout by the
koown as religious prejodices  and d;w‘
has sealed the fate of the Assicistic
Although Kuala Lompor Jaffnos

sefians

not dove agything o advance theic o
torests; and the only thing of which
Kuals Lampor, but the Jatfoese in the w
M. 8. can_be prond of is, that they haye
started 8 Religions Association,of whish yins
rexders wounld have read much in youd vogent
T'n”;‘?i"j‘.-n
togching our people in'these parts, I was 'ndaoi-
ons enough one day to get inbo their Mesting.
Wheuonr peogle ars mounted on thair “almighty
dollare *, religion is entirely ignored; bunt it was
with grest pleasurs that [ fonnd that the Kuala
Lumpar Tamils were above tha average in this
respect. Mr. S.°R. Aromagam, s religions en-
thusiast himself, and Mr. Ssthasivam, another of
his type, bave actually forseen the indifference
prevailing among their brothren in matters of
religion, and have devoted their leisure to tha
organisstion of a Religions Association; gnd I
was told thatthey were going $o establish sFRead-
ing Room, ordess for the books having been  al-
ready despatched. I had been told different
stories, befers I sttended the neeting, rather pro-
]udleml to its interests; bus, later on, I found the
object of the nadertaking was qaite ghilanthro-

pic; it displays fellow-love to » degrae hitherto

unheard of among Tamils in these parts.

It mos$ also be eaid that a few of ihe gantle-
man came there with jaundiced eyes; they did
‘not lock at things as they onght to have looked
at; they piaeéd every formality and efiguette at
8 d:scuunt and were persistent in their views,
unheeding arguments urged to the contrary.
Tt is to be hoped that matt-rs will adjast them.
galves in time. Mr. Arumugsm’s endenvonrs are
bound to sueceed in ths end.

I have ste,
A Tamil -
11th March 1904.

THE JAP AS HE IS

A UNIQUE CHARACTER.
* The Japasese Emp:re, winch consisis of foar
large isiands and more-ihan two thoosand small-
or opes, is of the same aren and has nbout the
same populatnon as the United Kiugdom Japan

2

is a very mountainous country. lor this resson
- hardly twelve per cent of her

total area ia enifi-
vated. But it has a0 exceedin glylertile svil,which
ia cultivated with great care in 8 mu.h*ude of
gmatl farmﬂ, sud is thus rendered very  fruitiol
Japan is also 8 Innd of earthquakes. From enr-

liest times it hastbean subjected to great rian by

their vxsxbancne while villages nnd towns have
‘been suddenly swallowed up, and huge mftuntsias
have disappeared in a day. There. are aboul
365 earthqunken in 8 year~~ane for each day.
The whole of Japan ebounds in  picturesque
Iandscapes aud scenic beanby. Mountain scenes
rivalling those of Switzerland; clear, ‘placid lakes,
in which the image of sky and mountaing bleud;
and smiling, fertile valleys heavily luden with

fraits snd gréin, wake the landscape one of sur-

passmg beauty. Few couttries are mors ples-
jog to the eye thap is Japan. It hes every

variety of chmate——cold in the north, mild ard !

equable in themiddle part, and perpctnal SOmImEr

Lo the southernmost islendes

. JAPAN'S RE-AWAKENING. ]

The revolution of 1868 was the beginning of
The information of the
conmtry, the assimilation of Western civilisation
and iostitotions, and the gradual'openmg and de-
viopment of the Bmpire - have gooe on  unin-
termptedly since the restoration of the Emperor
to the rupreme power. -

In 1889 the Cunstxtuhon was. 9romutg~bed
é il

n | of their weyvs as though not

| nnd lighter of  weight thun Earopeags.

angd the oures.

ve nob surpmeﬂ at the rest
was over .tlvey settled down'

6 even  temoor
; ling had hsppened.
They have sbown t.hemseivea as able to bear vic-
tary B8 bo win it : -

: - LITTLE BUT BRAINY.

Phys,eally the Japavese are inferior fo. the
races of the Wast. - They ars shorser of stature
Ths
upper part of theic bodies is developed. . perhaps
as fally as our own, but the Jower limbs bave
be=n 8o cramped by pitting on the floor for cene
turies that they sre shorter and weaker. Their
habits of 1iie 'aud their vegetable dist huve ccm-
bined fo ma.;e,ﬂf them a physioally weak people-
They agw earhier than the Western races.

" Msntally they are bright and intelligent, re-
i ceiving and spprebending instruckion readily,
. Collega stndents huve grest thirst for knswgdge
{ nndetndy fop the ssks of learbing  itseif, noe
it the wsrivus devices for evading study €0 common
i
!

in the schoois at home are simost amoKpowo.
Hundreds of young men all over Japao are strag-
ghng for an educalion against very great odds.

INTENSELY PATRIOTIC.

Daty to ralers; to the State. is the fiest princi-
ple of Japaness morality. It is this that makes
the Japs laysl fo an extreme that we can scarce-
)y conceive. There are - meny .instsnces io
Japaneds history of men whe, having slain their
own _parents, children, and wives for ths sake of
their prince, were ?ﬁ‘slﬂed

A# the time of a tidal wave in Nothern Japan,
when the waters were rushing furipualy inko one
boms, s husband aud father tarned s deaf ear to
to tba crlea of his drowning wife 'and children,
permitting them to perish, that he might' rear
the Emperor’s ptcture and he was spplauded for
the act.

It is said that-the name of the Emparor, whis-
pered over the heads of an excited mob, wiil
oslm it.88 readily as oil ponred over trombled
waters. In the war with China there were many
more volunteers for active service than could be
gent to the front. Patrietism amounts ¥oa pnsa-
ion: Feom enrliest infancy it is instilied into the
minda of the cbaldren, and there is not oze «of
tha littls ones in whoss hear§ his oanntrg h‘a«s nof
the firat place. :

No TEAR OF DEATH.

Ancther uational peculiarity is the sﬂghk valne
placed npis homsn life. - The<idea that the
family and not the individnal, is of supreme iz-
portanoce, and tho Buddbistic teaching: thut - life
itself ia the grentees of all evily, are responsible
for this.

To pour one’s blood upan . the battlefisld for
one’a lord has from of old been considered a pra«
vileg2.  Death has vot that terror that ib has ic
the Weet, and the people are unot afraid to die.

Hance suisides are.of.yery frequent ocenrrance.
and to take one’s life is andev: ecertain givgam-
stances considered a meriforiond act. *Under the
old regime a member of the samurar, os warrior
classes, conld uct be exeonted like a ocommon

‘man, but after coodsmnation was left $0 take his
own life. 3

Abont 7,000 euicides occur in Japan esch yen-
The slightess reascns will induées & maa ta tak-
his own life. ' Statistics show that t'.he propoctior
of snicides varies with ths sacesss or i Eml}:xre of
the rice crop.

IF sustenance is chieap, peopls hve if ib ia dear
they rid themassives of the bardsen of . life. Tho
namber of snigides alap varies: .much with™ the
senson of the: yvear, showing that sach. litile
mabters a5 heat aad discomfort will ontWeagh the
valus put on Life.

MARRIAGH CUSTOMS.
| Among the customs most peculiar i the eyes
L of W”a@sternam, wod most squerelyopposed bo their
13 LW, are thode relating to marriages  In Jap'”
l

the young msno and woman have nothing * what-
ever to do with the matche making except bo g'f« a
their coneent to the arrangements of their parects
and frequently even this is not asked.
The wodding i arranged in some such manner
a8 this:—Whenever the parents of a young wan
F‘ think their son uld auongh to get married  the
seoure fhe s,ervwes ol gome fmend, who. acts ag
& go-betwean *16 is the datv of this. parsy . to
,‘“ ‘asaroh out enitable gn‘i and wm the cousent of
| her parents to the marria ‘
' While this ts going on 1t is ‘not hkaiy thnt
er of the young peaple is aware of it, bat o=
88 t&ha, parents hava -‘armugeﬂ“ mtters

_‘aa never saev hig

¥ : )
jech to the. ar?angwﬁent of theér pac-
od msmsgee made in this way g8em
orrk wall. , :
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SO N .
A PASSION FOR CLEANLINESS.

Japanese bathing customs are peculiar, Per-
“haps thers are no other people on earth that
bathe as often as they. Itis customary for every
one, even the coolies, to bathe well the whole
body every day. The baths are even very hot
~about 110 degs. . :

Each private honse has a large bath tnb
wheh in many instances is capacious enough to
accommodate the whole family at once. Besides
these private baths each city and town has its
public onee, where a good hotbath, in a place
large enocugh for you to swim ronnd, can be had
for one cent. Men, women, and children go in-
to them st the same time indiscriminately.

Japan is a land of hot springs, so that almost
every district has its natural hotsbathe. Most of
them have medicinal value. and the people flock
to them by thousands. ;

] EXCEEDINGLY POLITE-

The Japanese aro an exceedingly polite people.
They bave been called the Frenchmen of the Ori-
ent in recoguition of this pational characteristic.
Politeness is exalted above everything, above
even truth and honcur. If you ask an ordinary
Japanese which is batter, to tell a falsehood or
be impolite, he will at once reply “to tell a false-
kood.” But while the people are exceediogly
‘polite a large part of this politeness is merely
surface, without apy meaning. Etiquette re-
quires that you always address and treat your
equals as though they were your superiors.

There is & seperate form of address for each
step in the social scale. Japsnese men have been
seen standing at a door for five minutes, and
‘blush, and beg each to paes through first, each
hesitating tp precede the other. A Japanese
gentleman never stops to converse with a friend,
be be only a child, without taking off his hat.

/ HIGHLY' CIVILIZED.

If civilisation consists in & courteous refined
manner, in 8 calm enjoyment of literature snd
the arts, in an ability to live easily and comfort-
sbly with a due regard to all the amenities of life,
then a Japanese are a civilised people.

A brilliant writer on Japanese subjects has
- paid that the Japanese have been a civilised
people for at least a thousand years. While it
differs from Eoropean civilisation, it is & highly
organiged and developed system, venerable with
age. ;
gOhinese civilisation is mach older than our own.
Systematic methods of agricalture, the art of
priuting, gunpowder, and the marivers’ compass
were all known and used. While oar forefathera
in Northern Europe roamed the forests as wild
men and dressed in skins, the Chinese were liv-
ing quietly in cities and towns, dressed in silks

This venerable Chinege civilisation was readily
adopted in Japap, and prevailed dcwn to the

time of the Restoration, in 1868. Since that time .

the adoptioo and sssimilation of Weatern civili-
sation have been progressing with a rapidity and
suceess which have na precedent in the history
of the world.

The old immobilay crystallised Chinese civilisa-
tion has been thrown off, and the vigorous elas-
tic forms of the west hava been successfully ad-
opted. Jepanese civilisation of fo-day is Euoro-
pesn, only with a national colouring.

JAPANESE RELIGIONS:

Thejreligions of contemporary Jspan are foor—
Shinto, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Tavrikyo.

Shinto may be called the national cult of Japan.
The word “ Shinto ”’ means “ the way of the
goda” This system hardly deserves the nams
religion. It has no moral code, no dogmeue, no
.gacred books. Originally it consisted chiefly of
ancestor and nsture worship, sod of certain
mythological ideas. A chief feature of if still is
the worship of ancestors, who are exalted to a
high pedestal in jthought, and worshipped as

ods.
$ The divine origin of the Imperial family, and
the obligation to worship and obey it, was a pro-
minent teaching of Shinto. The ancestors of the
Tmperisl family were to be held in snpreme rever-
ence and were the objects of especigl worship.

According to Shinto thers is neither Heaven
nor hell, but only an intermediate Hades. Pure
Shioto taught that a man’s whole daty lay in
" abaclute obedience to the Mikado and in follow-
ing the natural promptiogs of his own heart.

The connection of the Government with Shinto
extends po further than the maintenance of cer-
tain temples and the attendance of officials on
some ceremonies. The majority of the upper
classes in Japan who to-dsy bave any religion at
all are Shintoista.

TIT BITS ABOUT THE JAPS.

The Japanese Imperial Univarsity compsres
very favourably with Western Universities of the
middle classes. 7 e

The Japauese are & nation of artists.” Life in
one of the most beantiful couutries in the world

bas, to a rare degree, developed in them the love
of the beantlful. B v

The Government of Japarc ia progressive and
enlightened. . ]

Japanese laws have for years been gradually ap-
proaching Western, standsards."

The railways sre modelled after those of Eng-
Jand. The officials are extremely polite. All
the more prominent towns are connected by rail.
The steambost service is good and popalar.

The telegraph system is excellent, The tariff
for messagus is perhaps lower than apy other in
the world.

There is no village or hamlet in the whole lend

which dces not enjoy the convenience of a good
postsl system. The postal rates are very low.

Hvery post office is aleo a savings bank, whers
a good rate of interast is given,

1n all the large cities there sre good electric
plante, and electricity is extensively ased.

Th: eystem of bavking in Japan will compare
favonrably with those of the West.

The rurel population lsrgely predominates,
most of the people live 1n the villages and small
towns; bnt of recent yedre large numbers of the
rura} claeses are drifting into the cities.

(For the above information concerning Japan
we are indebted to “ The Gist of- Japan, *’ a book
written a few years isgo by Dr. R. B. Peery, au
American missionary, who has had long experi-
ence of the Japanese. His work, which is pub-
lished by Messrs. Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier,
is characterised by temperateness, sympathy,
sod judgment.) —The Hindu.

{The theory that a vegetable diet makes people
pbysically weak bas been proved to be wreng.
Vegetarians more than hold their own with eaters
of fish and flesh. Ed. H. O.)

OPENINGS FOR INDIANS.

A FIELD IN WEST AFRICA.

A Correspondent writes to the ¢ Times ” :—It is
generally recognised by those who have given atten-
tion to the problem that if Lancashire isto be ren-
dered independent of foreign countries for the supply
of raw cotton, and chus to be freed from a repetition
of the crisis through which her great industry has
been passing in consequence of the shortage of, and
competition for, the American crop the mos¢ hopeful
field for the realization, in this important respect,
of Mr. Chamberlain’s great ideal of a self-contained
Empire is West Africa, more especially in Northern
Nigeria. The cotton plant, favoured alike by soil
and climate, grows there luxuriantly, and has for
centaries been used by the natives to supply their do-
mestic needs. Experts are agreed that proper meth-
ods of coltivation and improved transport faci-
lities are alone required for this part of the Em-
pire to become a supplementary, and in counrse of
years, an alternative, source of supply for Lanca-
ghire. The British Cotton Growing Asso-
ciation is actively  prosecuting investigations
and experiments with a view to remedy this
gtate of affairs, and during the recent visit to Eng-
land of Sir Frederick Liagard, High Commissioner of
Northern Nigeria, its executive was in frequent
communication with him on the subject. Sir Frede-
rick and his colleagues in the Administration are
evincing keen and pracsical interest in the move-
ment; and, in addition to measures already known
to the public. the High Commissioner is understood
to have formulated proposals for obtaining the
assistance of 1ndiahs of various classes in the great
work of developing the cotton and other resources
of the protectorate. When these proposals, now
understood to be under discussion between the
Colonial Office and the India Office, are made pub-
lic they may perhaps be regarded by enthusiastic
believers in the future of our West African ° posses-
gions as erring on the side of caution and moder-
ation. DBut it is to be remembered that Nerthern
Nigeria is not,, and cannot for some years to come
be  self supporting. The acministration is
dependent on a grant in-aid from the British
Treasury estimated to reach a total next year of
£360,000, and the necessarily jealous scrutiny with
which all projects involving new expenditure are
examined in Whitehall puts any very ambitious
scheme outside the range of practical politics. From
this point of view, the question is complicated by
the absence of direct steamer communication be-
tween India and West Africa, necessitating a costly
and roundabout jouruey for immigrants who
would probably have to come to England and re-
embark at Liverpool.

INFLUENCE OF THE INDIANS.

Geographical considerations thus stand in the
way of the introduction of Indian lsboar in West
Africa ona scale at all equal to that witnessed in
Ugands and on the east coast of the continent. In
any case, resort to India for Government-assisted
immigration would be based not upon any paucity
of the indigenous labour supply, but npon its lack
of industrial effectiveness. It is proposed that, in
the first instance, this indigenous supply -should be
leavened with asmall number of selected Indian
ploughmen, traasport drivers, blacksmiths, potters
‘and other workers, to be distributed for teaching pur-

! poses amongst the hest agricultursl districts of the

3

protectorate. The Negroes nge the sorriest subst
tute for a plough, propelled only by hand, and they
have yet to learn the advantages of wheeled trans-
port. In the transition from the costly, ineffective
system of mannal carriage to speedier methods of
transpors the mono-wheel cart lately designed by
one of the residents of the country will doubtless
play an important part; but another step forward
will be attained when—given improved means of
communication—Indian transport drivers give the
negroes practical evidence of the advantages of

animal haulage. They are quick to learn, and the -

introduction of agriculturists and artisans from India
into the country would, in the opinion of competent
observers, have a more beneficial effect in  stimulat-
ing agricuitural and industrial development than
any other measure that could be devised. The new-
comers would be treated with respect, almost with
awe, by the negroes, and if Mahomedans are selected
for the cxperimenu (for which, it is understood, pro-
vision is being made in next year’s Budget) they
would have the bond of a common faith with a
large proportion of the native inhabitanss. It is
soggested that the men, unaccompanied by their
families, should spend a year ora year and a half
in the protectorate under indenture, at a monthly
wage ranging from Rs. 30 (£2) to Rs 43. Before
they left 1ndia, advances ceuld be entrusted to their
relations, and as they would not need to spend
more than Rs. 10 monthly iz the land of their
sojourn they could take back with them to Indis
a . very substantial lomp sum, averaging about
Rs. 800 each. In their native villages they could
circulate the news that immigrants were required
and would describe the richness of the new country.
They would thus pave the way for a much larzer
party of immigrants, which should. it is snggested,
be made up from 2,000 to 3,000 persons, includ-
ing wives and children, to form a self contained
roral commanity in a selected district. The econo-
mic purpose they would serve would be to offer tc
the negroes the great object-lesson of a communit)
in their midst made prosperous in their agricuitur,
pursuits by the adaptation of means to the econo-
mic end in view. This development of the scheme
is not, as yet, it isunderstood, included in the offi-
cial programme, bat it is one that shonld be steadi-
ly kept in mind, both for the benefit of the congest-
ed areas in India from which the immigrants would
be obtained and for the signal advantages the peo-
ple of Northern Nigeria would derive from the
permanent presence of the Indian cultivator anc

artisan. who have go-many Jessong to teach which

the negroes are quite ready to learn. When regard
is had to these considerations and to the Imperial
aspect of the question involved in the great stimulus
of = cotton production the introduction of
the Indian plough is certain to effect, there onght
to be no insuperable difficulty in satisfactorily 2p-
portioning the expenditure involved bebween the
Exchequers dircetly concerned.

~

OPPORTUNITIES FOR B. A.’S

Indirectly the development of the resources of
the protectorase is likely to be greatly assisted by
the carrying out of proposals Sir Frederick Luggard
has made for the introduction of an entirely differ-
ent class of Indians. At present progress is retard-
ed by the unsatisfactory character of the class
from which the subordinate public services are
recruited. The natives from old cosst settlements

who hold these appointments have many bad and .

few redeeming qualities, and their addiction to
vices to which their “little brief authority” among
an ignorant people gives scope for exercise accounts,
in some measure at least, for the manifest un-
popularity of the taxes 1t has been necessary to
impose. To meet this difficulty the High
Commissioner will it is  understood,
make provision in  his = Estimates  for

next -year for obtaining the services of a number

of “English-educated” Indian youths, preferably
Papjabi Mahomedaus, who are regarded as. likely
to be more adaptable to the changed conditions of
life than some other Indian races. The climate
would permit of married men having their wives
and children with them, and, apare from furlough
leave, they would remain in the country until
the time came for their retirement from the public
service. The pay of the clerks now employed, wko
would certainly got be able to earn Rs.40 a
month in' India, ranges from £80 to £150 per
annum, and there can be no doubt that successful
Indian candidates would have far better prospects
financially than if they entered upon corresponding
public employment in their own land. Northern
Nigeria equals in exten one-third of the Indian
Empire, and there is likely to be scope within its
borders for a sufficient absorption of edncated.
Indian youths to appraciably assist in solving the
problem of adequate employment for the thousands
of young men annually sent forth from the Colleges
nearly 200 in number, in British India.
—The Hindu.
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