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TILES! TILES! TILES I

GENUINE MANGALORE ROOFING TILES
OF ALL DISCRIPTIONS.

Flat tiles, Ridges,%.Floorings, Dbalves, - Ventilators,
Ornamental Ridges of various patterns, Termina
Ridges sky lights, etc etc ete.

FIRST,CLASS QUALITY ONLY.

From various manufacturers to snit every customer.
‘Prices very moderate. Orders executed expeditivuse
ly and with special care. Large stock on hand. These
tiles are the cheapest and the best ever mannfactured,
saves labour, wood, and ensures safety and neatpess.

" Nothing like this for protection from rain, worms, rep-
tiles mice ete.
; Apply to
: JOSEPH & CO.
: 2nd X Street Pettah.

JAFFNA.

.

| CEYLON TECHNICAL COLLEGE,
i : CULOMBO.

Department of Serveying and Levelling.
Department of Telegraphy.

Entrance examinations for admission of
Candidates to the sbove two departments

~ of the College will be held on April 25th
and succeediug days Forms of appli-
cation can be obtained from the Superin-

tendent of the College which give full in- |

formation as to the subjects of the examin-
ations and the conditions of admission am
award of Scholarships. e

Students of the Department of Survey-
ing and Levelling who serve the full course
and pass the final examination are exempt
from further examination for the Surveyor
General's License and are granted the Di-
ploma of the College in Surveying and
Levelling.

Students of the Department of Telegra-
phy who serve the full course and pass the

" final examination are eligible for selection
for appointments to vacancies in the
Ceylon Government Railways and in the
Telegraph Department of ;the Postmaster
General. '

‘A Scholarship in each of these Depart-
ments of the College will be offered for
competition at the same time. A scholar-
ship carries with ita maintenance allow-
ance of Rs, 20 per mensem besides free in-
struction for the course = Candidates for a
scholarship in either of these Departments
must present the certificates of one of the
following examining bodies showing they
have passed in English and Mathamatics.

Cambridge Local Examination (Senior

-or Junior Certificate).

London Matriculation Examination of

the London University.

The Entrance Examination ofan Indian
University, or of exarninations of similar
standing which may be approved by His
Excellency the Governor from time to
time, ,

And they must passa competitive exa-
mination at the College in the following
subjects, according to the syllabus of the

Cambridge Local Examination Board;— '

Freehand and Model Drawing and Practi-
cal Geometry,
‘ E. HUMAN.
Superintendent.
Colombo, 29th March 7904.

THE CHRISTIAN REVIEW.
A READABLE RELIGIOUS QUARTERLY.

Rs. 3. & year. - Rs. 8. a year.
EDITED BY
Isasc Tambyah, Advocate, Jaffna.
ABSOCIATE EDITORS:
Revs. E. M. Weaver; T. Thompson, M. A.,
T. Bicknell, B. D. ;

(See Hindu Organ of March. 23. 1904)
“Tt affords interesting and instructive reading both
to the Christian and the Hinda. To tke Hindu it is
usefal in more than one sense”.

Hindus of Ceylon, India and Straits
ought to take this Review.

MAN*GER'S ADDRESS:
Burleigh House, Jaffna, Ceylon.

TAMIL GHEMISTRY.

By T. P. MasilamanyPillai with an
introduction from Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope

Price Cts. 75,

Apply to T. P. Masilamany Pillai
Jaffna.

Postage extra.

NOTIGE.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.
ORDER NIsl.
Testamentary ;
g No. 1488
Jurisdiction

Class 11,
1n the Matter of the Estate of the late

Vairavanathar Iragunathar of Udavil
Deceased
Sinnattampi Arunasalam of Uduvil

: Vs

1. Sithamparanathar Suppiramaniar of
Tavala Iysttala

2. Suppiramaniar Swaminathar of Udnvil
3. Murugappar Arumugam of do
4. Vannittamby Veluppillai of Thellippalai West
5. Visuvanathar Vaitilingam of Madduvil North and
6.
7.
8.

Petitioner

. wife
Vallismmai of do
Velayuthar Sinnattamby of Kaithady and wife
Sinnattankam of do
9. Kartigesar Kanthar of do
10. Sinnachchi daughter of Mailer of do
11. Paramanantbar Iramanathar of Kokkivil West

12. Kanthar Namasivayam No. 42 old moor street,
Colombo

13. Kanthar Muttu of Kokkuvil

14. Kanthar Murugesn of do

15.
16.
i s
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.

Kanthar Thampaysh of do ,
Poothathampi Kathirippillai of do and wife
Chellachehi of do
Muttuppillai widow of Vaitilingam of do
Suppar Mailvakanam of Tavady and wife
Annappillai of do

Sinnappu Thurayappa of Kokkuvil and
Veerasingam Ponniah of  do

Respord :nts

This matter of the Petition of Sinnattamby Aru- -

nasalam of Uduvil praying for Letters of Administra-
tion to the estate of the abovenamed deceased Vairava-
nathar Iragunathar coming on for disposal before

‘T. B. Russell Esqnire District Judge, on the 16th day 1

of March 1904 in the presence of Messrs. Casippillai
& Cathiraveln Proctors on the part of the Petitioner
aud the affidavit of the Petitioner dated the 15tk day

of March 1904 having been read, it is declared that
is one of the heirs of the said intestate |
snd is entitled to have Tetters of Administration to |

the estate of the said Intestate issued to him unless | | ;
. ~General was endeavouring to secure a

the Petitioner

the Respondents or aoy other pavson skall on or, be-

fore the 14th day of April 1904 show sufficient cause
to the satisfaction of this Court to the contrary,
Sigued this 16th day of March 1904,
Sigd. T. B. RUSSELL
District Judge

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.,
ORDER NISI

% No. 1484

In the Matter of- the Kstate of the late
Ramalinkam Mailveganam of Mailskam
Decesased.,
Mailvaganam Chaogarappiilai of Colombo
Petitioner
Ve.

Thangappillai widow of Ramalinksm Mailvaganam of
Mallakam

Testamentary

Jurisdiction

Respendaut
This matter of the Petition of Mailvaganam Chan-
gsrappillai of Colombo praying for Letters of Admin-
istration to the estate of the abovenamed deceased Ra-
malinkam Mailvaganam of Mallakam coming on for
disposal befora T. B. Russeli Esqr. District Judge, on
the 10th day of March [904 in the presence of Mr. V.8
Ponnampalam Proctor on the part of the Petitioner
and the saffidavit of the Pé&titioner dated the lst day
of March [904 having been read, it is declared that
the Petitiouer is one of the heirs of the said intestate
and is entitled to have Letters of Administration
to the estate of the said Intestate issued to him unless
| the Respondent or any other person shall oo or, be-
| fore the 14ih day of April 1904 show sufficient causs
{ t2 the satisfaction of this Cours to the contrary.
Bigoned this 10th day of March 1904
Bigd. T. B. RUSSELL
District Judga

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.
Orpes Nis1

} No. 1491

In the Matter of the Estate of the late
Pounu wife of Sapapatby of Vannarponnai East
Decessed
Ramu Veluppillai of Vannarponnai West
Peotitioner

Testamentary

Jurisdiction
Class I1

Vs

Venasittamby Sapspathy of Vannarponnai East
Respondent

This matter of the Petition of Ramun Veluppillai
of Vaunarponnai West praying for Letters of Admin-
istration %o the estate of the abovenamed deceased
Pounu wife of Sapapathy c¢f Vannarpoonai coming on
for disposal before T. B. Russell Esqnire Districs
Judge, on the 23rd day of March 1904 in the pre-
sence of Meesrs. Uasippillai & Cathiravelu Proctors on
the part of the Petitioner, and the sffidavit of the
Petitioner dated the 23rd day of March 1904 having
been read, it i® declared thst the Petitioner is the
brother of the said intestate and is entitled to have
Letters of Administration to the estate of the said
lotestate issued to him unless the Respondent or
any other person shall on or, before the 25th day of
April 1904 show sufficient canse to the satisfaction
of this Court to the contrary.

Signed this 23rd day of March 1904
Bigd. T. B. RUSSELL
District Judge.
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f THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL.
|

We read 1n the Times. a few wecks ago,
a paragraph to the effect that the Solicitor-
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seat on the bench of the Sdpre‘me Court.
We canvot, from this distance,say whether

there was any truth in the statement pub- |

lished in the Témes or whether it contained
~ the whole truth. But the endeavour, if
any, made by ‘the Solicitor-Generai to se-
~cure a seat on the Supreme’ Court Bench
struck the Tivmes as “curious”. The “cu-
riosity” was excited by the gratuitous as-
sumption that such endeavour was made
‘after the “departure’” of Sir West Ridge-
way. Evidently, the memory of the Times
did not serve 1t right.
years ago, while Sir West Ridgeway was
still in the Island, when Mr. Ramanathan
took leave to proceed to England, the T'imes
wrote that the object of the Solicitor-Gen-
eral was to press his claims for a seat on
tte Bench before the  Secretary
of State. Whether the object of the
-visit was what was stated by the Times we
did not, and do not, know, but its past
utterance gives the lie to the feelings of
~ Sscuriosity’’ at present excited. The 7imes
has never had any good word to say of Mr.
Ramanathan, and, under circumstances
_ different to-those which exist at present,
we would fain refrain'from referring to the
attitude of a paper which never vpaid any,
the slightest, tribute te the worth of a gen-
tleman, Tamil though he may be, who has
-rendered to his Savereign and the coun-
try the greatest services of all Ceylonese
living.

If the policy of one Governor is to be
continued by another, the reason for the
change of Governors every five or six years
_ceases to be of any weight, in fact, has no
legs to stand upon. Though the represent-
atives of the British Crown in Ceylon have
been generally free from prejudices and
predilections, instances are not wanting to
show that the action of some of them in
some matters were incompatible with fair-
ness.. dir West Ridgeway was a great
Governor. but he had his likes and dislikes.
A most notable icstanée of his prejudice
was to be found in the treatmeat accorded

to the Solicitor-General. If he had not
been instrumental in getting the Northern
Railway sanctioned, his treatment of the
- Tamil Solicitor-General would have called
forth strong expressions of opinion from

the Tamils, at least from the majority of |

them, on the eve of his departure. Xven
as it was, a damper was thrown on the
movement set on foot in the North to
erect a memorial in his honour.

 Mr. Ramanathan’s public career com- |
menced in i879 when he was appointed |

Tamil member of the Legislative Council
in succession to his uncle, the late Sir
Muttu Coomaraswamy. It is admitted on
all hands, and the records of the Legisla-
tive Council bear witness to the fact, that
no member of the Lepgislative Council
either before or after him bas brought to
bear on its work such ability, intelligence,
avd information as did Mr. Ramanathan,
though he was the youngest miomber ever
_appointed toit.Thirteenyears’ distinguished
work 1n  Council and in Committee,
on Government (ommissions and in public
bodies and institutions, combined with his
intimate knowledge of the law and the ser-
vices he rendered to the Bar and the Bench
by unearthing and publishing in the shape
of “Reports’ the judgments ranging over
a period of nearly forty years which lay
. buried in the old records of the Supreme
Court, won for him the Solicitor Gen-
eralship. He has thrice acted as Attorney-
-General with the greatest acceptance,
once for about a year during Sir Arthur
Havelock’s Governorship. It was said
. that His Excellency Sir_ Arthur Havelock
formed and expressed a very high opinion
of Mr. Ramanathan’s work s Attorney-
-General and that it was hig expgrience of
Mr. Ramanathan that induced him to ap-

point another distinguished Asiatic, Sir V.

Two and a half

T ¥

——

Bashyamf Iyengar, as acting Advocate-
-General of Madras. In point of seniority

in the Legal Department, Mr. Ramanathan '
P. Layard,

comes only atter Sir Cha les
whom he succeeded as Solicitor-General.
No man in Ceylon, either amorg Europo-
ans or Ceylonese, can boast of such
a distinguished record of services as
Mr. - Ramanathan, and no man s
possessed of sush  versatile talents
or such an intimate knowledge of
public affairs as Mr.Ramanathan.First as an
unofficial member of the Legislative Coun-

cil and afterwards as a LawfOfficer of the

Crown, he has taken part in the passing of
almost all the important ordinances placed
on the statute-book of Ceylon. He hds been
a lawyer, a law-reporter, a law-lecturer,
and a law-maker besides serving asa Com-
missioner of the.Loan Board, a member of
the Central Irrigation Board, a Represent-
ative of Ceylon at the Diamond Jubilee,
&c.. The only Asiatic ever called to the
English Bar without being obliged to keep
a single term or eat a single dinner was
Mr Ramanathan. Whois that lawyer in
Ceylon who finds himself as mnch at howe
in law, #s in politics, religion, science,
philosophy, &c., as Mr. Ramanathan? Yet
this 1s the man whose claims to promotion
Sir West Ridgeway’s Government over-
looked more than once.

We do not for a moment believe that in
not giving promotion to Mr. Ramanathan
Sir West Ridgeway was influenced by the
false ealumnies uttered against him in cert-
ain quarters. For, we know that Sir Noel
Walker, Justice Lawrie and others agsinst
whom greater calumnies were uttered, did
not in any way lose the favour of His Excel-
lency.Theformernotonly actedas Governor,
but when he retired on pension a special
notification was publishedin the Gavernment
Gazette eulogising his services. Mr. Justice
Lawrie was not only made acting Chief
Justice, but was knighted on his retire-
ment. The withholding of promotion to
Mr. Ramanathan was perhaps due to the
opposition of an unreasoning section of
the European community whose favour
Sir West Ridgeway always courted. In
the Solicitor-General’s tabulation of the
judicial statisties of Ceylon furnished by
Police Magistrates, District Judges, and
Heads of Departments, the Europesans ap-
peared to be the most ¢‘criminal’’, for one
or two years, in the column dealing with
_the ratio of each race to 100000 of its po-
pulation. The correctness of this conclu-
gion was beyond question, but it was ob-
jected to it on the ground that the Europe-
an criminals were entirely made nup of non-
-residents and that the resident European
population did not contribute any share to
the volume of erime. This no ‘doubt was
true. But whether residents or non resid-
ects eriminals were criminals, and Mr, Ra-
marathan resorted to the classification
most innocently. Among the Tamils and
Moors also residents were grouprd with
the non residents. As the statistics of
crime did not draw any distinction between
residents and non-residents as regards the
native races, no distinction could have
been drawn between residents and non-
-residents among Europeans, if uniformity
- was to be preserved in tabulating and re-
porting on them. But if the Ruaropean ecri-
tics wanted the distinction to be observed
in their case, they could have, without re-
sorting to violent language, expressed their
wishes,and the Solicitor-Ganeral would have
rectified the “‘error”, as they called it, as he
has since done. Baut they let loose on Mr.
Ramavathan such passion and fury
that an unofficial member of = the
- Legislative Council took this causeless
*cause” and quaeried the Government on
_it, with the result that Sir West Ridgeway’s

Government ever afterwards = withheld
promotion to Mr. Ramanathan. The

fair-minded section of the European.com-
munity, however, never had any fault to
find with him, and in their eyes and in
those of the native communities great in-
justice appe:red to have been done .to Mr.
Kamanathan.

v h o o
If any proof i: required to show that Sir
West Ridgeway’s treatment of Mr. Rama-
nathan was ucjustifiable in the extreme, his
Excellency’s own action and words
furnish it. On the first occasion when
Mr, Wendt was appointed acting Attorney-
-General,Mr. Ramanathan was on leave,and
no question arose as to his sunersession. but
wheo the Attorney Generalship was fiiled
up a second time by Mr. Wendt, it was al-
80 after the false calumnies referred to a-
bove were given publicity to, His Excellen-
cy caused a communique to be issued to

the press through the Colouial Secretary

stating that the Solicitor General was en-
titled to officiate as Attorney-General, but
that as Mr. Wendt had drafted certain bills
then awaiting passage through the Legis-
lative Council, the acting appointment was
given to him. His Excellency was in no
way bound to disclose to the public the
reasons which induced him to appoint Mr.
Wendt.
was, therefore thought to mean (and no
other meaning was possible) that Mr. Ra-
manathan stood as high in His Excellency’s
estimation as ever,and if not for he aceid-
ent of Mr. Wendt having drafted some ord-
inauces, Mr. Ramanathan would h .ve been
Attorney-General.ll.e communigne was al-
80 construed as having been intended to
conserve Mr. Ramanathan’s claims to pro-
motion thereafter. But what was the sur-
prise of the public-when M. J. H. Templer,
a gentleman oecupying a position subord-
inate .to the Solicitor-General, was
appointed acting Attproey-General when
Sir Charles Layard vacated the Attorney-
-Generalship on being raised to the Chief
Justiceship! SBir West Ridgeway was on the
horns of ‘a dilemma. Either the guberna-
torial explination contained in ths famous
communique was untrue, or that Mr. Ra-
manathan was sacrificed at the altar of
expediency to suit the whim »ud esprice of
some designing individusl er individuals. It
18 tbe policy of this Governor, who stands
condemned by his own words and action,
the 1Tvmes wants His Excellency Sir Henry
Blake to fellow. If Sir West Ridgeway had
not been the Kiug's representativs, no
words would have been too strong to ex-
press one’s sense of his ificonsistency.

The Colombo papers are sectional organs
and seek to promote the interests of oue
community at the expense of another. The
rige of Tarmils i3 regarded with jealousy in,
Colombo where all She papers arein the
hands of non-Tamils. His Excellency Sir
Henry Blake,itis hoped,willnot be misled by
suggestive or insinuative paragraphs in the
Colombo papers, but will weigh with his
wonted fairness the claims of Mr,
Ramanathan to a seat on the Supreme
Court Bench when a suitable opportunity
ocours,

Mr. Ramanathan was created a C. M. G.,
at the instance-of Sir Arthar Gordon for
his distinguished services as a member of
the Legislative Council and as a public
man, and he wis made a King’s Counsel
about a year and a half ago in recognition

of his eminent position »t the Ceylon Bar.

The Intter honour coming, s it did, sfter
Sir West Ridgew»y overlooked his claims to
promoti'n, must lead to sn independent
consideration of his merits and services by
His Excellency the present Goverunor. If
there was snything which disentitled Mr.
Ramansthsn to promotion to a higher office,
the same ought to have operated to disen-
title him > the coveted honour of a K. C.
also. The acticn of His M+jesty’s edvisers
8t home, we take it, indicstes the line to be

followed by his representatives in the Cule-

The publication of the reasons .

.
g e SR e
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- ny. For, the home Government was in no

wuy bound to muke 8 K. C. of sn unworthy |

Solicit,r General. :
In India at least one Indian Judge is
appointed to each of the High Courts,which
- answer to the Supreme Court of Ceylon. In
Bombay and Calcutta there are mors than
one. During 8 century of British rule,only
‘one native judge hus been sppointed to the
Ceylon Supreme Court—the 11te Sir Henry
Ding—a8 nguinst scores in India, For this
resson also, we hope that Mr. Ramansthan,
the most eminent and experienced nstive
lawyer now living, will be soon provided
with 8 sest on the Bench.

THE FEVER EPIDEMIC IN JAFFNA.

We invite the special attention of our
readers and of the Government to the
letter, published in another column, of Mr.
T. Ponnambalam Pillai on the above gub-
jeot. - We need hardly say that Mr. Pon-
pambalam Pilla’’s words, coming as they
do from a 8Bentleman of varied official ex-
perience in the important native State of
Travancore, are entitled to very great
weight. The feeling of other Jaffnese who
occupy high official position outside their
native country, but who hope one day to
return to Jaffna and spend the evening of

_ their days among their “kith and kin’’,
cannot be different from the fears expressed
and alarm shown by ihe distinguished
Jaffnese who is holding a high and
responsible office in Uravancore. It be-
hoves all men of hght and leading in Jaffna
1o move the. Government to institute an
inquiry into the cause or esuses ol the pe-
riodical outbreaks of «pidemic fever, which
has been, for some years past, devastating
the Peninsula of Jaffna, with the view to
adopt measures to preventits recarrence. We
earpestly hope that the Hon’ble Dr. Rock-
wood would bring to the notice of Govern-
reent the sevious state of affuirs in Jaffua
consequent on this fever epidemic, and
earn tue thanks of his constituents.

The thanks of the people of Jaffna are
due to our contemporary of the Times of
Cleylon for quoting in his paper our
leader of the 16th Instaunt on this subject
thus giving greater publicity and impor-
tance to it,

THE TINNKVELLY CASE.

We are not inclined to tire oar readars by £d-
verting to the subject of this case once mor~ The
Morning Star hns pls .sed itself by haviag the
lust 82y ¢n 1, and the public will judge aright

‘the matters io_issue, but ths latest pronounce-
ment of the Séar introduces & new phasas of the
question.Haviogslready disposedof the Indian jud-
ges of theHigh Court,it character:zes the decision
of the four European judges in the Contempt
‘proceedings as “marked by an utter lack of judi-
cial fairvess and vacillating weakness that is
pitisble.””  An utter lack of judicisl fairness on
the part of S:r James Davies and his three bre.
thren! The Star is not correctly informed when it
states that tho “Indian Progress” is the organ of
the Hindu Association of Madras. The Associa-
tion was started only in January last whereas the
Indian Progress is more than a year old. The
I'ndian Pragressto whichexception was taken conld
not have been certainly the papar published by

 Mesers.G.A. Natesan & Co.. Mr. Nutesan’s paper,
of which we are regular readers, did not contain
aoy vilifying article, and it is not possible that a

gentleman of Mr. Natesan’s positition in Madras -

would huve written or published anything calenl-
ated to vilify Misgsionoaries. The matter will end
here. R :

S e

BRAHMA KARYA,

Brabma Karya (Brahma charya) is the title of
of a book adited and issued by Babn Romesh
Chandra Chakravartty of Calcutts, a well-known
writer. We are indebted to the author for a copy
of it. Tt describes the lifs which a Brahmackari
onght to live. The scriptures of the Hindus ex-

pound the rules of conduct appropriate to a Bra-

machari(student)much moreelaborately thanthose
ofany other nation past or present.lndeed the foar
Asrogasinto which thelife of a man is divided are

peculiar tothe Hindns.Thebook before us contain s
the pith of the rules laid down by learned Rishis
of the past for the promotion of the physical, in-
tellectual, and sviritusl culture of studente. The
changes which the alter d conditions of present=
- ~day life require are carefelly noted, so that the
book contains an admirable selection of rules suit-
ed to the m dern Hinda studeat- The bock is
in it3 structure Hinduo, but the rules given in it
are such as appal to the common experience of
all mankind. It cannot certainly be ntherwise

in view of the fuct that the Maharishis (great .

sages) who gave the rulee, the laws as they were
regarded in ancient times, were possessed of great
wisdom and mature experience and had the capa-
oity of foreseeing things.

Mr. Chakravartty has done a grest service to
his country by collecting and 'publishing in a
baody voluome the golden rules of condact pre-
scribed to young learners by the ancient sages of
India whose learning has called forth tha admir-
ation of even the greatest among Western
savants. The book is well printed and nestly
bound. The City Book Society, 64 College Street,
Calcutta, are the poblishers. It is priced very
low, cloth; rapee one, paner, 6nnas twelve.

PRACTICAL MEDICINE.

Waearein receipt of No 2 of Vol 1T of Practical
Medicine, s medical j urnal for the busy prac-
titioner published at Delhi. It contains original
articles by well-known medical men in Tadia
learned in Western as well ag in Hastern medical
8cience nnd practice, which gives a special value
to it. The contents are variad, iateresting, and
practical, besides being written in a style easily
understood by laymen. The jonrnalis a valu-
able contribution to the medical literature ot the
day, and we recommend to medical men end
others who have a taste for medical knowledge
the desirability of buying and reading it. Our
thanks are dae to the Hditors for the rumber
sent to us.

LOCAL & GENERAL

The Registrar of Lauds. Jaffna—Mr M. Karala-

for Colombo on two weeks’ leave, and Mr. Proctor
Sivaprakasam acts for him. Mr. Sivaprakasam has
acted as Registrar of Lands, Jaffna, more than
once, with great acceptance.

Obisuary—We regret to chronicle she deéath of Dr.
Candiah, the Registrar of Births and Deaths,
Jaffna, which took place at his residence at Nallore
on the 3Ist uleimo. Dr. Qandiah was a Licen-
giate of the Ceylon Medical Coilege and was for &
long time employed in the planting districts as a
medical officer. After he retired from Government
service he settled down in Jaffna, his native place,and
was engaged in private practice. When the new
Registration Ordinance was brought into operation,
he was appointed Registrar of Births and Deaths
for the Town ef Jaffna. He belonged to a leading
and respectable family.

The Jaffna Trading Company—The annunal meet-
ing of the skare holders of this company was held
on the 31st ultimo.

The Jaftna Agricultural Company—In an inter-
view which Mr. W. Mather had with the Assistant
Government Agent with regard to the land to be pur-
chased by this Company, he was told to wait till a
final reply was received from the Colonial Secretary.

—Mr. George Prins has been appointed to act
as additional District Judge, Jaffna, from April 6th
to 9th, and Mr. Advocate Armstrong Talaivasingham
has been appointed toact as Police Magistrate and
Commissioner of Requests of Point Pedro and Chava-
kachcheri during that period. We congratulate
Mr. Thalivasingham on his preferment.

New Advocates—Among those who have come
out successful in the last Advocates’ Final Examin-
ation we find the following gentlemen, viz, Messrs
Abdulcader, W. D. Niles, and Culanthaiveln, all from
Jaffna. Mr. Abdulcader ia the first Moorish gentle-
man in Ceylon who hag passed as an advocate, and
we hope greater honours lie before him. The Muham-

_madan seat in the Legislative €onncil will not be too

much for young Mr. Abdunlcader to aspire to in view
of the paucity of educated and competent Moorish
gentlemen in Colombo, particularly in view of the
fact that Colombo will be placed within easy reach
of Jaffna ere long by the Norbhern Railway.
Mr, W. D. Niles is the son of the Rev D. P. Niles
a well-known Waesleyan Minister. Mr. Culanthaiveln,
we believe, hails from Valluvedditurai, and is a
gentlemaun of high connection there. We wish each
of these geutlemen success in the honourable pro-
fession which they have taken up.

The Late Mrs Muattnkumarasamy—It is with the
deepest regret we have to record the death of this
young lady, wife of Mr, Muttucumaraswamy, and
daughter-in-law of Rai Bahadoor. C. Murugasampillai,
retired Deputy Collector, Tanjore, which occurred at
Chandirupay, in the residence of her father-in-law.
What makes the grief more poignant was the absence

where he is & stndent at the Medical College. He re-

singham, the Registrar of Lands, Jaffna, has left |

A

* lence to the bereaved husbaud and

of the husband in' Madrag, at the time of her death, |

borned to Jaffna on the 8rd Instane. via Colombo -
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by the “Lady Gordon”. We offer our heartfelt condo
other elation
who bemoan her loss. 3

Mr. R. W. Allecodoon—We _oongratulate thiz

- gentleman on his appointment to act for two weeks ac

Assistant Government Agent of Chillaw in addition
to his own duties as Police Magistrate. This appoint-
mwent, which is seldom given . to Ceylonese,
though a temporary one, shows how high he stands in
the estimation of the Government.

Ourselves—The next issue of this paper will be
on the20th Instant. We give onr eatablishment a
holiday for the Hindu New Year falling on ths
18th Instant.

THE STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH OF
JAFFNA.

The account which I have received throngh
the last fonr issnea of your paper and other sour-
ces is indeed alurming. I have not muoch time
before me to retire from the servics of this S:ate,
and after the ordeal through which those near
and dear to me have passed recently, I am
serionsly thinking whether I shonld settle myself
dowa at Jaffns, where I wae born and broaght
up, and where I own property. As has been
pointed by you snd your correspondents the resl
8ource of danger is the want of a system of drani-
age. Though the native rol-ra were not adepts
in the science of sanitation, they kuaw that rain
water should not be allowed to séag ate all over
the placs, pereolateinto welle, aud render nawhol--
some all drinking water. With that ohject th-y
provided reservoirs to receive all filthy wat-r,
though they were not possessed of the regawsite
engiueering skill to conduct it into the sea. Bat
the benign British Governmen®, notwithstanding
all the improved Western methods of ganitation,
thought fit to fill up tha reservoira ahove referred
to and sell them for a paltry profit withont pro-
viding an outlet for the sucplnsrain water. The
late Mr. Dyke koew the state of matters and did
not meddle with them. But hizimmediate svc.
cessor brought about the present disasters for
the paltry gain which the sale proceeds of the
tanks brought to Govercment. I wish you »
agitate the matter constitaticnally, and
that sometbing is dona to improve the sanitary
condition of Juffaa. Tn case you don’t encce-d
youa should fix upon & healthy spot for ns to
migrate.

2. Oa reading through some of the Admicis-
tration reports of the Northern Province, I firnd
that the present periodical optbresk of fever is
attributed to the rotten palmirah leavas with
which hedges are fenced, and wany other inno.
cent things. The ivhabitants of the Northern
Province have been using palmirah leaves for
ceaturies together, and I do not think that they
suffered from this kind of epidemic year after
year. This was particalarly not ths gass in
Jaffoa, Thirty years ago, it was one of the heal-
thiest spots in the whele Island, and 1 rememboar
Earopean residents of otber parts of the Colony
frequenting the place as a health resort.

3. From personal experience of Manicipal
marters for the last ten years [ am in a position
to speak upon sanition. The prime ocamses of
the existing evils iu Jaffoa are (1) the non-re-
moval of the night-aoil (2) the pools of filthy
water foaad all over the place (3) and the bad
dricking water. It cannot be denied that the
population bas increased during the last thirty
years enormously aod most of the uninhsbited
places have been occupied. But the night-soil
contioues to be deposited either in desp pits
which communicate with the springs of tha snr-
rounding wells and contamioate their water, or
i temporary excavations close to tha surface of
the grcuad. Io the latter case, during oartain
sensons of the year when they are closed up often,
the night-goil becomes decoroposed and d es no
harm. Bat, during the wet wesather, it is dilated
in rain water and is either carried dgwn into the
bowels of the earth to contaminste the waters in
the wells or flows over the gurface to mix up
with the waters in the cess-pools that ars found
every where. The water in Shis state not ouly
vitiates the atmosphere, but also gradually enters
into the wells close by. 'T'he water in the wells
were not bad thirty years sgo.

(4) It will be seen from the ahove that bafors
anything else 1is doue, the drainage system
should be improved and when that is doue, a part
of the evil will be removaed. There is no doubs
that the Railway worke have added to the exis-
ting evile. Places which were healthy onee have
bacome nohealthy since their construction. For
it will be seen water stagnates all over the line,
When drainage is provided schemss shonld be
adopted to remove the night-soil. When these
conditions are complied with, the water in the
wells will improve itself, but if it can be sup
plied nill that time it would of conrar be a grent
blessing to the people.
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5. To attain these ends the Government will
hrve to spend a large snm of money which they
can find only by fresh taxation. When we cal-
culate thasacrifice of precious lives we offer, and
the doctor’s fees we pay, I think it will be cheap-
er in the long run to pay the vew taxes. To
grudge to psy them will be suicidal to our
interests. T. Ponnambalam Pilly.

MR V.P. MADHAVA RAO ON
CHRISTIANITY AND HINDUISM,
. (FrROM A CORRESP NDENT.)
1 do not think Mr. Madhava Rao can call me
8 ‘ 3 young mao, ' a8 [ am now 50, and he is
only 4 years my senior, a8 I gather from the bio-
graphy yon bave published of bim. Still Lthink,
like the “yonng men’”’ whom he is dencuncing,
that “ everything that Christianity may bring to
us i8 to ba found more or leas in our own religi-
ouna hooks”. I go further, and hcld—and here
#o great a man as Dr. Miller, a Christian of
Christians supports me—that Iodia alone teaches
the grest doctrives «f * the solidarity of man and
the omnipenetrativeness of God.”” So we, Hin-
due, can boast of having taught to the world
something wore than Christianity, and that,
sccording to ove who is here as a chbampion of
that religion, It is easy to prove=—and it hns
been shown not by “y .ung men’' in India but by
European writers also—that India has tanght
mapy more tratbs of religicn than these utore-
ssid important truthe, but it is not necessary for
my present purpose to enter on a statement of
them. ; :
Secondly, Mr. Madhava Rao says that « our reli-
gion bad lost much of it vitality and had  failed
to influence conduct either personally, sociully,
or politically.”” I can essily quote Eoglishmen
themselves who huve beld a different opinion,—
and Englishmen, toe, who bave had an infimate
koowledge 'of oor people. Bir Thbomasr Munro
wrote once of our prople as follows;—*“ 1a the
theory and practice of good goverumeut they
may be deficient; but if a good system of wgri-
cul.ure —if aorivalled manafactares—if a capa-
city to produce what couvenience or luxury de-
mand—if the establishm+nt of schools for rea-
" ding and ‘writing—f the general practice of
Eindness or hospitality—and. above all, @ s¢rupu-
lous respect and delicacy towards the female sew,
are smoug the poiuts that denote a civilizod
people, ‘then the Hindue are not iuferior to the
uations of Europe, aud if civilisation 18 to becoma
an article of trade betwesn the fwo couniriee, 1
am conwinced that this country (ie. Englund)
will gain by the import chrgo. ’ 1 wil ask M-,
V. P. Madhava Rao and the Missionaries who
were admiring each other st Bangalore t0 ponder
over these worde, and explain what Sir Thowas
Mucro reslly meant by thew. The truth is thut
it 18 doring the last ccotnry or so that we have
been declining in every way. To what else cun
it to be dae bnt to the “ impsct of a fresh civil:-
gation ”’, which Mr V. P. Madhava Rso so much
sdmires and extols? 'The grent Msbratta race
was sbout 7 achieve preat thinge® when it
cnreer'wagarrested by an “impact of & fresh civili-
eation,”  Mr. V. P. Madbava Rao was perhupe
for the moment forgetting. the past history of
the rage to which he, T suppose, gtill claime to
beloug. But I may refer him to the terms in
which the late Mr. Justice Ranade speaks of the
Mahratta power— ¢ the power of the Mahratta
confederacy which f-r one kuodred yenrs at least
occupied the foremost place among the pative
rul.rs of the ¢country sand whose orders were
obevad ot one sud the sama time far off in the
i Dwurks, ‘u the Esst at Jagaonath, at
srawae in the Norih, sod Rawmeshwar in  the
SBiuth of the Indian coctinent,)” Readers of
Mr.' Romesh Du't's Bconomic History of India
and observers of present ecanomic conditions in
Fdidin cught to koow how much “ the impnct of
8 {resh civilisaticn * hus done for the  revival »’
of economic progperity in Todis. I do not deny
that there haebeen a grent dcoradation “ person-

ally, socinlly, and politienlly’’  But the degrada- -

tnn is due to the “ impact of & fresh civilisation”’;
aud it dnereases avery day, 88 nlmost every obser-
ver of Bdisn nfe cught to kuow, There has re-
atly beou nor- estrangement betweon man and
a1 Indis within the lust 30 yearsthan at sny
time previcusly. One has only to remember
whut matives are kaswn to nunderlis the sgita-
“ion for ¢ Mysore for Mys reana ” once 8o pro-
mit us .0 even now very much alive. The
cutie hatreds now suprime 1o the Madras Presi-
deacy, the ericeing to the bigher sathorities in

v oo mive odficislly. the contempt which those
who drow high salaries show for those who sre
‘e furintate or more indep-ndent than them-

o, the soirit of impericusness and . exclosive-
con pow abriag, o1l these obtrosive featureg of
odern Iudinn life, are dus to obvious canses.
No doubb “bere are Congress s and Conferences
io abundance, but they are more or less like

shows ond wonders of the hour, apd thereis no
resl love of man or man “acting as the motive
force behind these external phenomans, ephe-
meral as they are in sim and expressicn. When
Mr, V. P. Madhava Rao gees o Travancore he
will Bea more of clure exciusiveness and race
hatred thap he has seen in Mysore or in this Pre-
sidency. We must thank him for this fine phrage,
the impact of a fresh civilisation,’——and npotbing
13 better caleculuted to make reflecting men wiser
or sadder than the far reachicg consequencos on
men and society in India of this stravge end
marvellous phencmenon of our modern hietory.
Then, Mr. Madhava Rao says that the “revi-
vals” in India—what he calls ** vhe re-awakening
that ia to be fcuod from one end of Irdis to an-
other”—ie due to “ Christian iofluence’’. The
Thecsophical Society claims the credit « f this re-
vival tcc. Then thero are men who say that it
is all due to the new system of education which
in purely secnlar and’ ecientific. If as Mr.
Madhava Rao says that it ia das to * Christian
inflaence ”, howia it that a great Christian
preacher like the late Hugh Price. Hughes de-
clares that © the manhood of Europe bas been
alienated from the Christian religion™? Pro-
fessor Flint, a Christian ecclesiastic and theolo-
gian, says of Christianity that “ it is a far more
urgent problem at present how to keep the lea-
ders of thought in Germany, France,and Britaio
Christians than how to make those of Torksy,

Indis, aud Cbina Christisus, for we are certainly
much more rapidly losing the former than gain-
ing the latter.”” Sir Li=slie Stephen, the great
philoscpher, bas d-clared of Christinnity as
follows:—* [t hss decayed as konuwl-dge bas nd-
vanced, and a vast mejority of the race hes got
on very well withont it.”' When the influence
of Christisnity in modern Harope is  doubted or
deuied in ruch gqnarters, we caanct but feel rur-
prize that Mr. Madhava Rao shcuid extol its “in-
fluence ic Indis, where it has so maoy rivals
like theose ajrerdy menticned. ¢

Lastly, wa wish to point out that he is mis-
taken in hcldiog that ¢ Knglish eiviliastion * and
“ Christinn civilisation ” mean the same thing.
This i8 whut Missionsrics say. Babt 1 t us listen
to what retiolniz say regurdiog Knglish or Earo-
pean civilisatior.  Nir Trederic Pollock says: —
“ Greece ig to us the moiber of almost everyth.ug
that mukes life worthy to be lived.”” The late
eminént French bistorianiand acholar, Vi, Renan,
eaye:— Oar science, cur arts, cur literatore, phi-
losophy, onr moral code, our pelitical code, our
strategy, cur diplomrey, cur maritime a-d inter-
national law are of Greek ormgun. ” A civili-
gation is a complex product snd it is not right to
confound and 1dentity it with a  particular reli-

gi00. —The Hindu.

CELIBACY V8. MATRIMONY.

In the counrse of the debate on the above subject,
at the last aniversary meeting of the Chaitanva
Library, held in the Town Hall, Calcusta, Mr. N.
N. Ghose said:—

‘Hou'’ble Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,—If this
gubject of celebacy vs. Matrimony were to  be
discussed philosophically, or in any way serionsly,
it would demand a much longer treat-
ment than what is possible to give it here, or
what the andience would be disposed to tolerate in
any speaker. When I was asked to take a part in
the debate [ thought the best thing I could do in a
meeting such as this was to say a few words
about what little I know concerning the Hindn
ideas of marriage, The last two speakers have
made ,some reference to the subject, but I shall
endeavour tn present it in a more popular way,
more eagily intelligible to those unaccustomed to
Hindu "notions. 1t must be admitted that - there is
a great deal in ancient Hindu ideas, which would
strike foreigners as, to say the least, very pecu-
liar. A European gentleman, who had spent
many years in this country and grown grey
in the legal profession, and who was also a gaod
Hindu lswyer, observed in the course of a
conversation that he never could understand how
the Hindus had come to conceive their principle of
the law of inheritance. That a man or woman could
inherit only if  qualified to offer Pindas or oblations
to the manes of the ancestor appeared to kim a
most extraordinary principle, something very pecu-
liar. And soitis. The fact is Hindu institutions
are ordinarily not to be understood except through
some religious principle. Sir Henry Maine aas ob-
served in his Ancient Law that the Romaps regu-
lated their lives altogether by religion, that before
commencing -any important bnsiness or setting out
on a journey they performod some religions cere-
mony. If the learned gentleman had known
something of the life of the Hindns emongst
whom he lived for about five years, he would have

learnt that the Hindns were in this sense
more religions than even the Romans. The
Hiudu institution of marriage, like the Hindun

Law of Inheritance, is based apon some peculiar
ddeas. Marriage is no mere legal agreement, but a
| Samskara or Sacrament. The wunion of a parti-

e o,

«fore her marriage desired that
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cular man and a particalar woman by marriage is
looked upon as a thing predestined, It is
_determined not by any arbitrary Fate but by
Karma of the persons concerned, that is, their
actions in a provious life. Those of you that have
heard of astrology may know tutat there are® per-
sons who profess to be able to say what sort of a
consort a person wonld have, that is, who is predes-
tined to be his or her consort. Marriage s the
union of souls. A man by himself or a weman by
herself = would be imperfect. - The union of
their sounls by marriage completes the human. being.
They are one and inseparable. The purpose of the
union i8 not the happiness of either, or both, or
of society through them, but the joint perform-
ance of religions duties. One of the synonyms of
the word “wife” in our language is sahadsarming,
which means one associated in the performance
of religions functions. In the actual life of  to-
day we do pou see, atany rate in Benga!l, much of
the joint performance cf religious duties. But even
now np-country people may be seen in Gya per-
forming their sradhas jointly, hueband and wife sic-
ting together with their clothes tied to each other by
a knot. Some rather remarkable resnlts followed
from this conception of marriage. If 8 woman be-
some particular
person should be her hushand, and cherished himn
in the miod as a hasband, she would, if she was
strictly religious, refuse to be married, to any one
else, for she was mentally married already. Similar
would be the case if a man cherished in his mind
some particular woman as his wife before he was
formally married to any one. The refusal in either
case would not proceed from dissppointed love.
It was only a consequence of the priuciple that
marriage was essentially  an affair of the soul, and

the

of the principle that a person  could be .
married only once. Death does aot. dissolve a
marriage. 'The widow owes allegiance to her hns- -

band and has to do spiritnal duties to his soul,
Husband and wife are united winle living.  Dead,
they are not separated. [ am not here to defend
any notions or to attack, them, Iseek only tu state
and interpret some of what I comnsider to he the
old Hindu 1deas of marriage. Naturally there conld
be no divorce in a society governed by these ideas.
It was desirable, however, for every man to huve
At least one male child for his own n'timate spiritnal
benefit. If, therefore, his wife failed to bear him
a child, or was unfit to be associated with him in the
performance  of religious  fuuctions, he  was
held entitled to take another wife. Thus polygamy
arose. It might be saic that whatever the merits of
such asystem from a spiritual point  of view, it
tended to bring about the economic evil of cver-
population by making marriage compulsory for ail.
It must be remembered, however, that thongh
marriage was practically eompnlsory for all house-
holders not subject to. particnlar infirmities, there
were several rules as to the conduct of life, which,
to use the lavguage of Malthns and Mill, wonld
operate as  prudential restraints  on over-
population, though they were suggested hy spiritnal
and not by econom’c considerations. For instance
a8 man was expected on his enmpleting
the age of  fifty to renounce the world and
devote himself to contemplation and live the life of
an ascetic. Then the rule as to the eelibacy of
widows wonld have the same restraining effect. ~ In
the Hindu scheme husband and wife huve their re-
lations and duties fixed. They know each other’s
rightfnl claims. Where life is lived in accordance
with this kunowledge, no unhappiness arises. In
ancient literature we do not observe that any snch
question was raised as, Is marriage a  failure? Or.
How to be happy though married? Marrisge did
not arise from love; but love must arise from

marriage. Just a8 A person had no right
to complaip of his father or mother, brother
or sister, g0 he had no right to complain of

his wife. He must love them all in consequence
of the relation. They were all given by Providence.
These are some of the old ideas; some mast appear
very peculiar to a modern. But with all their
fanlts they formed a harmonious system. Mischief
arises when the harmony.is broken, and when life
is governed by an incongrmous mixture of old
ideas and new. The ancient systems either in the
East or the West could not be absurd, for they
answered admirably for a long period, and if dis-
order has arisen latem it will probably be found
that the reason lies in the breaking up of the old
system. and the endeavouring to piece in with its
remnants some new uncongerial elements, the off-
spring of modern ideas of taste and convenience, of

personal right and dignity. :
—The Hindn.
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