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~ NOTICE.

BA,liEs OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE

BINDU ORGAN.

Tam: Ed: Eng: Ed: Both Ed:
: Rs-Cts. Rs-Cts. Rs-Cts.
Jaffna Town per annum 150  3-00 4-00

- Qutstations and India 2.00  4-00 5-50
Straits Settlements - 995  4-50 .6-25

: Rs Cts.

For one Column ... Yearly 60-00
pRE 40 S Halt Yearly .. 35.00
! do ... " Quarterly 20 00
For 3 Column ... Yearly 35 00
g B eae e HalE Venrly | 20-00
R hdn. o Quarterly 5 12-50
For 4 Columﬁ s Yearly 20-00
do LS RLE Yearlyiai L 12-50
sl 4o i Quarterly 7 50
_ First  insertion Single line 10 Cents. .

~ Subseequent ivsertions do 5 do.

4

MAHABARATAM ABRIDCED

L. (IN NICE TAMIL PROSE)

UT T 5EF W E S LD
QI & QT Lb.
(% pecially intended for the use of edu-
y S cated Tamils who are unable to
%~ find time to read the Mahabarata
in its original voluminous form.
The Mahabarata tells us most of what
we know about auncient India, about her
people, ané her customs, and her ways of
l.ving, and her arts, and her manufactures.
' Raad what Mrs. Annie]Besant says:—¢“If
you read the Mahabarata you wil! learn
how great India once was, and you will
also learn how you must behave to make
her great once more.”
_ Price Bs 1 50.
; : Sl ey

“ABIDANAKOSAM”

i - _op e @sreF L.

& ; ok ;

~ The book is very interesting and very
useful to every Tamil. It is a cyclopaedia
of Tamil and Sanskrit Biograpby, History,

~ Mgythology and Chronology in Tamil, con-

taining a concise historical and eritical ac-
count of all Hindu Deities, Rishig, Kings,

_ Patrons, Poets, §c found im the Classics,
s Vedas, Puranas &e..

" Price it 5.
A. MOOTOOTAMBYPILLY

 Jaffoa.

- TAMIL GHEMISTRY.

' By i gl P. _Masﬂf&niapylsillai ‘with an
introduction from  Rev. Dr. G U. Pope

Pi:icg Gts75, o Postage extra.
Pl TP Masilamany Pillai

THE CHRISTIAN REVIEW.
A READABLE RELIGIOUS QUARTERLY.

Rs. 8. a year. Rs. 3. a year.

EDITED BY
Isaac Tambyah, Advocate, J. affna.
ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Revs. E. M. Weaver; T. Thompson, M. A.,
T. Bicknell, B. D.

(See Hindu Organ of March. 23.1904)
«Tt affords interesting and instructive reading both
to the Christian and the Hindn. To tke Hindu it is
usefu! in more than one sense”.

pem—

Hindus of Ceylon, India and Straits
ought to take this Review.

MANAGER'S ADDRESS:
Burleigh House, Jafina, Ceylon.

CALCHTTA
PROVIDENT INSTITETION

It is the pioneer Institution of its kind
in India.

Every male or female, irrespective of
age, religion or residence, can Secure for
another whether related or not a profitable
provision at his or her death by a monthly
vayment of Rupee one only. No medical
certificate is required. !

Tne total amount of claims paid for dea-
ths in [902 is Rs 10063 whereas the total

doceased is Rs::472.. The No. of sabs-
cribers is on the rapid increase.

Active and influential Ageunts are wanted
on liberal commission. For Prospectus,
Report &e..

Apply to
o K. K. BOSE.

Manager.

Bewaré of sham Benefit societies.

NOTIGE

P i B

For the convenience of our customers in
the North. we have opened an Agency at
Mr. Proctor S. Katiresu’s office (the house
opposite the Jaffna Puablic Library and
next to the Rest House, Jaffoa) wheroe

Spectacles, E. P. and Silver Ware, Scien-

nes Arms and Ammunition &c. may “be
booked. : !

articles suitable for presentation &c., will

| be kept.

Our Agent will be _prepared to import.
any arbicles customers may sulect from
Cata'lo@ue on approval.

always stocked.

1

s O SR SONS,

X

~ YicroriA JARCADE,

g

~ foromso.

amount offsubscription received from the

orders for Jewellery, Watches, Clocks, |

tific Instruments, Electric bells, Telepho- |

A small stock of Jewellery and other |

Brilliants suitable for Earrings &c., |

|

e
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TILES! TILESY TILES '
GENUINE MANGALORE ROGFING TILES

OF ALEEISGREPT!QNS.

Flat tiles, Ridges,* Floorings, halves, Ventilators
Ornamentsl Ridges of various patterns, Termina,
Ridges sky lights, etc etc etc.

FIRST CLASS QUALITY OXLY.

From varions manufacturers to suit every cnsto
Prices very moderate. Orders executéd expe
ly and with special care. Large stock on hand.
tiles are the cheapest and the'best ever manaia
gaves labour, wood, and ensures safety and 1

Nothing like this for protection from rain, worms, I .':D:
tiles mice etc. Saves 3% per cent in the number. :
A})ply to
JOSEPH & €O.
2nd x Screes Petiah.
JAFFENA,

NOTIEE.
JUST OUT.

THE
BONK OF THE TIME!!!
EVERY PATRIOTIC INDIAN GUCHT TQ READ IT°
FROM COLOMBO
TO ALMORA.
Being a collection of the Indian lectures
delivered on his return from the
- Parliament of Religions by the
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
With a photo of Swamejee
" Improved and enlarged Edition wich Marginal
notes, exhaustive glossary etc., etc.

Cloth bound, Price Rs 3.

€SS,

Paper bound, s 2-3,

Apply to the MANAGER, Brahmavadin,
No. 14: Baker St.,
M aDRAS,

SCHOOL BOOKS.

. ULB,

Sanitarys Catechism -5

Anglo Orjental Primer s - 30
do do Reader  No. L. £~ 88
do  do do No. 1L £ 45
do do do No. 111, 3 - 60
do do do =Ne. IV, - 70
do: s c0dp do No¥s b . 85

Middle Reader Part L .25
do . do fdoHee ] - 05
do do BT G £ B G il - 25

Science Primer-Introductory E . 7D

. History of Greece-Primer 870

Physical Geography A

@ APPLYTO h
Tre Manacer
HINBY OBRGAN

JARFNA.
HOTIGE.

! I do hereby give notice that the Power of attorney

granted by me to D. C. Mcletland of Vanunarponne
su his favour on or about the 10th of December 1902
is cancelled from this 23rd of May 1904,

G. W. M. McLELLA 1D,
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 PUBLIC_WORKS

o e R D TN 1

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Cooper, Director
of Public Works, having left the Island on
nine months furlough in March :1903, Mr.
L. Creasy was in charge ofithe Depart-
ment during the remaining portion of the
year. We learn from Mr, Creasy’s report
for the year 1903 that Rs 5,319 241-77
were 8pent by the Department during the
year, of which Rs. 463,488-62 were the
cost of establishment.

The total expenditure in the several
Provinces was as follows: —

Province, Rs. ey
Western... 2,187,968 81
Central... An015308 - 6
Northern 240,118 49
Southern... 329,713 38
Eastern... 295,036 72

North-Western... 272,066 70

North-Central... 178,676 93
Uva 85,744 85
- Sabaragamuwa... 865,125 6

4,855,758 15
The total length of metalled, track metall-
ed, gravelled, and natural roads during
the year in each Province was as follows:—

Province Miles
Western... 586295
QCentral... . 65854
Northern... . 518:90
Southern... .. 320-89

" Bastern... .« 850746
North-Western... .. 43537
North-Ceniral... S B192:81
Uva . 377:61
Sabaragamuwa... —_ . 82278

3,660°81

Of which the length of metalled roads
was 2,857 14, made up of 31506 in the
Western Provinee, 54166 in the Central
Province, 31590 in the Northern Prov-
ince, 234:39 in the Southern Province,
16125 in the Eastern Province, 133'66 in
the North-Western Province, 11247 in the
North-Central Province, 25078 in the
Province of Uva, and 19197 in the Sab-
ragamuwa Province.

The average cost per mile of mainten-
ance of metalled roads in the several
Provinces was 28 follows:—

- Province Metalled
Rs.
Western... ... ... 3799
Central... ... ... i W e G 3 )
Northern: ol o dn s i o gy
S rRSonbBepnT i no o Sl 619
Eastern... ... ... 547
North-Western... ... o0 e o 486
NOREhaCantral e g OUainibe s 417
Uva el e B pacand o X
Sabaragamuwa... ... 668

s 4

It would thus be seen that the mainten-
ance of metalled roads in the Northern
Province costs, on an average, much less
than it costs in the other Provinces. in faet
not even half the costin some of the Prov-

inces, and that the total expenditure in

this Province on account of Public Works
ig also the lowest compared with the other
Provinces excepting the North-Central
Province. - Wo fail to ses why the North-
ern Province should have been so niggardly
vtreated by the Government in the matter
of road upkeep and other public works
expenditure. We have more than oncs,
in these columns, pointed out the great in-
justicethusdone to thisProvinee m the Govt.
not iccurring sufficient expenditure to main-
tain our roads in a satisfactory c¢ondition.
They present a starved and neglected

| Years ago.

o LY e B

condition, gbmpared with their state some
One cannot feel surprised
that they are so, considering the paltry
expenditure incurred in their upkeep.
Since the railway work commenced in
Jaffna cooly hire has gone very high, and
it can no longer be said that the expendi-
ture on roads in this Province is kept with-
in these low limits on account of the cheap-
ness oi labour here. .
 The Jaffna District was once noted, not
-only for the net work of its roads but also
for the sound and satisfactory condition in
which they were maintained. Though those
roads ‘still exist, yet they now present a
miserable condition with ruts and holes,
and sides more like mud paths which be-
come impassable soon after the fall of a
shower of rain.

The Jaffna-Kankesanturai road which is
11:50 miles in length is a case in point.
This is the most important voad in this
Peninsula and the traffic on it is the heavi-
est. In years gone by, this road used to be
repaired thoroughly once a year, not the
middle track only but the whole width ex-
cept the side drains, with materials of the
best kind—stones broken and durable.
For some years past, however, the repairs
are confined to the middle of the road, to
a track nominally of 15 feet but actua'ly’
about 10 feef, leaving 10 feet on either
gide unrepaired for years. Even these re-
pairs are not thoroughly, satisfactorily, or
timely done. The metal now used is peb-
bles dug up from gravel pits,and not broken
stones, and, therefore, not durable. A few
months after the repairs had been effected,
ruts and holes are created, which remain
unattended to till the next general repairs.
We fail to see why the Department cannot
effect temporary repairs on this road, at
least on that portion of about 3 miles on
the Jaffna side which has to bear larger
traffic than the other portion. We were
shocked to find in November last, the busi-
est portion of the road, between the Grand
Bazaar and the Chetties quarters, under
water, having been so worn off without
timely repairs as to allow water to remain
over it, to the great inconvenierce of the
public. We have a right to know why
only the middle of this much used road is
repaired leaving for years successively
twice that width on either side to take care
of itself.

The average cost per mile of maintaining
this rond was RBs 261. Even if you spend
double that amount and keep the road i
a good condition, the average cost will not
equal the expenditure in other Provinces.
If the most important road in the Province
could be so neglected and kept inso bad a
condition it would not be strange if other
roads are maintained in a worse condition.
We earnestly hope that our Provincial
Engineer will urge on the Government the
necessity of voting larger arnount for Pub-
lic Works expenditure in this Province and
also see that our roads are malntained in a
better condition.

~In conclusion we quote from the report
the following reference to the water supply
to the Town of Jaffna:—

Mr. R. W. Smith has been seconded to examiune,
report, and estimate for various water supplies in the
Island. He has been engaged during the yearin Jaffna.
The surveys and levels are completed, the site select-
ed for sinking shafts vo test the supply of warter has
been fixed ab Tirunelveli, about 3 miles from Jaffna.
Pumping operations have been carried oat, but nn-
fortunately the heavy rain impeded progress. The
plans and estimates are now being drawn' up. and it

is proposed to carry out further tests directly the
next dry season sets in,

 LOCAL & GENERAL

Hindu College—The  Empire Day
was celebrated with great eclat by the stu-
dents and teachers of the Jaffna Hindu
Uollege. In the morning there were vari-

ous sports and some of the boys who took

IR e

part in the games did their part very cre-
ditably. At 10 a. m. the teachers and stu-
dents assembled in the great upstair hall
for the celebration meeting. The eyes of
every one were attracted by the names of
the countries, coloniegs and dependencies
making up the British Empire stuck on
the walls all round the hall. The mesting
was commenced by the singing of the Na-
tional Anthem. Two addresses were giwen,
one in English by the Principal and the
other in Tamil by the Pundit. The Princi-
pal explained to the boys the rights and
privileges which we now enjoy under \the
British rule.Songs in Tamil composed for the
occasion were sung accompanied with mu-
sic by the boys, whose jolly faces and loud
cheers gave evpression to the feeling of
loyalty which these little sous of Jaffna bad
for their noble King. At 1. p. m., refresh-
ments were served, and about three hun-
dred boys and teachers partook of cakes,
and fruits and enjoyed themselves in
honour of their Sovereign. :

Firing of gun in the Fort—A gun is being now
fired daily in the Jaffna fort at 12 o'clock in the
noon. We think it would be more useful if gauns be
fired also av 5 o’clock in the morning and six i the
eveuning as it is done in some other places.

Mr. J. Scott—Mr. J. Scokt, the Office Assistant;
Jaffna Kachcheri, went to Kaits on Satarday, and
after inspecting the Customs and the Lighthouse ab
Karaitive returned tv Jaffna on Sunday evening.

Registration of dogs—The **Dogs Ordinance” will
be brought into force in the Jaffua Town from the
first July next and all dogs willhave to be licensed
or their owners will be prosecuted.

The Cart-tax as Kankesanturai—We hear that the
cart tax imposed av Kankesantural has been reduced
from 50 cents a trip to 50 cents a day and that the
Nattucottai Ctessies being satisfied with this concess-
jon are now sending their vessels to Kankesanturai
which they formerly declived to do so owing to the
imposition of this tax.

The great Pujah of the Nagaram—The Prjah of

i the Nattucottal Chetties at Juffna in their :Kadirasan

Temple took place on Monday last when thousands of
the poor were fed and given rice and eurries at a cost
of about Rs 1000.

Registrar of Births and Deaths—We understand
that Dr. M. Chellappah has been recommended by
the Government Ageut, for the appointment of Re-
gistrar of Births and Deaths, Jaffoa Town, insueccess-
ion to the Jate Dr. M. Candyah.

His Excellency the Governor— His Excellency Sie
Henry Blake has quite recovered from the accident
which confined bim to his bed for some days at Newa-
raEliya.

Tobacen—The cutting and curing of tobacco is now
carried on in all parts of the District. The outturn is
below the average. But it appears that though the
crop ia shorg, yet the price will be high.

COLOMBO.

Mr. Advocaie Norton in Colombo—This eminent
lawyer and jurist is at present in our midst in connec-
tion with the ‘Peris Will Case.” The advent of Mr.
Norton to Ceylon has certainly reformed the Colombo
Bar, especially in regard to the mode of delivery and
cross-examination. It is idle to deny that the best of
our lawers have hopelessly failed to stand with him
even for a short while. Oue look like that of a lion
accompanied by gome remark is quite enough to pus
any man into confusion. Here is an instance which
will ever be remembered in the Colombo ecourts. Some
time ago, Mr. Norton’s opponent—one of the best in
the Metropolitan bar, in the course of his well-prepar-
ed speech said “Now your Honor will see that what is
sauce for the goose is sance for the gander” Up Mr.
Norton stood, down went his spectacles, and straight
went his roar “Whas, I dont see any gander, but 1 see
only a goose here” Immediately the famous lawyer
lost his eguilibrium, and drowned himself into the sea
of confusion. Another famous lawyer told us the
other day in a private bnversation that if there were
any one among them who counld possibly combat with
Mr. Nozton, it was Mr. P. Ramanathan and nobody
else.

Perscnal— Mr.Ratnam Mailvaganam, son of the
Laiard of Copay,who is prosecuting his studies for the
bar and who had been to Jaffna for the holidays, has
returned, and looks quite hale and hearty.

A question for the lawyers—A is tried for murder,
and acquitted. On being acquitted, he lifts up his
right hand, and says “This is the hand, my lord, thab
committed the murder”. Thus saying he marches ‘out
trinmphantly. OCan he be arrested at once and tried
again for the same offence?

Laugh and grow fat—(1)Some years ago & fab
fellow asked old Sir Franeis Burdett, while in Parlia-
ment, for some position, saying “Don’t you remeraber
me? I nsed to be a page™*Well” respouded Sir Francis
“You have grown into a volume” o

(2) A gentieman while making a speech, inadvert-
antly stepped forward and off the platform. Tothe
peals of laughter that greeted his unlucky fall, he

claimed that any speaker had a right to come down to
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the level of his andisnde. o

(8)Diogenis being asked what beast bite was ‘mo!tv I

dangerous, answered “Of wild beasts, that of a slan-
derer, of tame, that of a flatterer. = i
(4) French way of complimenting the old lady.“Ah
madam, you grow every day to look more like your
daunghter.”—Cor. R o :

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

London, May 20.—A great deal of heavy skirmishing

_ has taken place on the Liao-tung peninsula, with severe

-~ Joss on both sidés. ;

A’.‘

A Japanese official despatch states that the landing
of troops began yesterday at Taku-shan-

London, May 21.—General Kuropatkine, in a despatch
from Liao-yang, dated the 19th instant, reports that a
detachmeut of Cossacks drove the Japanese to within
eleven miles north of Feng-huang-cheng, the fight last-
ing six hours. = St *

Though officially discredited, it is persistently stated
st St. Petersburg that the cruiser “Bogatyr” has been
totally wrecked in a fog outside Vladivostock.

A similar report has reached Tokio.

Admiral Togo reports that some gunboats, torpedo-
hoat destroyers, and torpedo-boats reconnoitred Port
Arthur last night, despite a hot cross fire.

The gunboats were slightly damaged, but there were
no casualties. :

Admiral Witgert reports that three Japanese torpedo
-boats, on the 16:h, approached the seene of the Japan-
ase disaster, when the “Novik” went out and drove them
off, :

T'his shows that the entrance to the harbour is prac-
ticable for large vessels.

General Stoessel reports that the Russian casualties
at Kin-chaun, on the 16ih, were 169.

“The eremy’s advance on Kin-chau has been arrested.

“Renter”, wiring from Tokio, says that the Japanese
at Taku-shun yesterday surronnded and routed & squa-
dron of Cavalry seven miles north of Taku-shan, killing
and wounding many. - A !

“Reuter” wires from Mukden thas the Japanese main
body, estimated at 70,000 men, is stationary consider-
ably south, of the Russians covering Lino-yang.

The Russian forces and defences are daily strength-
entng.

Londou, May 22.—“Reuter”, wiring from 8¢, Peters-
burg, says a_ telegram from General Sakharoff .shows
that the Japanese advance on Liao-yang has besn re-
sumed. He reports *he movements of several detach-
ments at differens points up to fifty kilometres norsh-
-west of Feng~huang-cheng.

Their horses and [ufantry are reported to be much
exhausted. :

“Reuter” wiring from Tokio, that daring £dmiral
Togo's reconnaissance at Port Arthur to Friday, a Rus-
sian shell struck the torpedo-boats dastroyer '‘Akat-
suki,” killing one cfficer and 24 men.

After repeated conferences of bankers and Ministers
and Elder Statesmen, the former have accepted the
terms of the new popular loan a5 five per cent, of a hun-
dred million yen, to be izsued at 92.

Loudon, May 23, 5-37 p. m.—The “Daily Chronicle”
in a despatoh from Tokio says that over 900 were drow-
ned in the “Hatsuse” and “Yoshino.”

The recently lainched Russian battleship “Orel,”
which stranded immediately at St. Petersburg owing
to her great dranght again stranded at Cronstadt on the
19th instant and her séern has since sunk deeply owing
to the muexplained opening. of her bilge pipe,

The ship is now badly strained.

i 3 . —The Ceylon Independent.

COTTON EXPERIMENT STATIONS,
NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE.

{Extract from the Report of the Director
- of the Botanic Gardens.)

1a view of the probable early opening of the North-
ern Railway, and the extension of irrigation works 1
the country served by it, it becomes of importance to
discover what erops can be grown to profit in this dry
region. The soil is good, and should be able to pro-
duce most tropical crops, given sufficient water. At
the same time there are many crops better suited to
dry than to wet districts, and among these cotton is
one of the most important. After careful considera-
tion it was decided to try experiments with this pro-
duct, supplemented by others with other produces
likely to succeed in the dry zome. Owing to the
ravages of the boll-weevil and other causes, there is a
greau shortage of late in the American crop, and at
the same time the growtk of the mills in the United-
States is consuming more and more of the crop in
that country, so that the price has risen very much
and the supply to Lancashire has been seriously cur-
tailed. An organization of sll interested in cotton in
that connty has been formed, under the title of the
British Cotten-growing Association, to encourage the
growth of cotton in British Colonies and render Lan-
cashire comparatively independent of the American
supply. The support of the Colonial Office has been
secured, and help in the form of seed, advice, machi-
nery, provision of expert American cultivators, &., is
being given to many experiments in West Africa and
other colonies. While in America and England I de-
voted considerable attention to this question, and ob-
tained interviews with the Chairman, Secretary, and
otker members of the Association, and with merchants
and others, and enlisted their aid in case of any trials
being made in Ceylon. . -« . e

The position in Ceylon is briefly this. Cotton of
the South Indian tvpe is grown in smallquantity asa
chena crop in the north, and is sold at Iow prices to
the Jaffaa carte:s ¢ :turning from Matale; these men

_carry it to Jaf'na, where it is used in the hand-looms

still existing there. A considerable quantity, amoun-
ting to aboub Rs. 200,000 in value, is annuvally im-

Indian sﬁofbébapled kinds, and roighs well be suppli-

ed from local sources, Wich the opening of the line

- the Colombo market will be thrown open to cotton

cultivators in the North. The object in view in the

- cotbon experiments is thus two-fold: (1) to determine

whether Indian cotton can be remuneratively culti-
vated by villagers for the local market, aad to find
out the hest kind of this cotton to grow, and the
best ways of treating it; snd (2) todetermine whether
cottons of long staple, sueh asare required for the
Lancashire market, can be profitably growa, with or
without irrigation, in the dry regions of Ceylon.

In company with Mr. L. W. Booth, the Govern-
ment Agent of the North Central Province, to whom
I am very greatly indebted for the interest he has
taken in the work, and the very valuable assistance
he has given in starting it, I made a tour through the
districts where land was available under irrigation
tanks, and finally chese for tke headquarters of the
experiments a block of 150 acres under the almost
completed tank atMaha-iluppalama. 12 miles east of
Talawa station, on ths road leading thence to Keki-
rawa. The land lies immediately under the bund of
the tank and along the main irrigation channel, is
cuvered with forest, and has good soil, but chiefly of
the red type. In South India cotton is almost solely

"grown on the black cotton soil, which is much more

retentive of water, requiring no irrigation, Of this
soil there is little in the districts of North OCeylon
immediately adjoining the railway, though it is not
uncommon about Mannar and elsewhere To supple-
ment the very small area of black soil at Maha-ilup-
pulama a second small block of 20 acres, composed of
good black goil, has been reserved at the point where
the railway crosses the Kapadara-oya, near 4mbagas

wewh, about 15 miles north of Anuradhapura. This
has already been sown, during the October rains, with
Tinnevelli cotton seed, obtained throngh Messrs.
Ralli Bros.) Agent at Tuticorin, Mr. Pericles Acatos,
to whom I am indebted for very valuable aid in my
tour 1n South India undertaken last September for
the study of local methods of cotten cultivation. A
further 8 acres have been cleared at Maha-iluppslama
and sown with this seed. American seed has been ob-
tained through the good offices of the firm of Messrs.
Paton, Maclaran & Co. of Liverpool, acting for the
British Cotton-growing Associationy and Egyptian
similarly through Messrs. Carver Bros, cf ‘Alexandria.
Farly in 1904 it is hoped to get a superintendent
appointed, more jungle cleared, irrigation channels
opened, and the foreign seed sown. Belts of jnngle
will be left to divide the cottons and interplanted
with rubber and cacao,

THE PATRIOTISM OF O HANA SAN.
A RUSSIAN SPY AND HIS JAPANESE WIFE.

There is 8 good deal of quiet tragedy connect-
ed with the long outstanding settlement of ac-
connts between Japan and Russia.

The political relations of the two counutries
have never been of the most cordial, but that
circumstance has not prevented much pleassnt
gocial intercourse between individuale, for in his
private capacity the moch-abnsed Ru:sinn bas
many good pownts. Indeed, it is very carious to
note that the msjority of foreigners—not even
excloding Anglo-Saxons —who have been
hroueht into freqnent contact with the Ruesians
are strongly disposed to sympthise with them
in the present war. A friend writes from Port
Arthur before the outbreak of hostilities: “Theee
people are more akin to me than the Japanese.

Their religion. their magnificent literature their .

musie, their kindly and hospitable nstare, all
appeal to m-, I+ Japan I was always senaible
of a barrier between me and the most intimate
of my Japanese acqanintances; here 1 have al-
ready mude seversl close friends ”

All this, irrespeciive of the merits of the
quarrel, sincs these ssem 80 sbunduntly clear
that it is difficult to imagine that an Enelishman
uninspired by selfish motives, wonld deliberately
and with full knowledge of the facts taks the
gide of the Ruswians, or advocate their claims
though, s8 intimated above, some secretly cherish
a hope that they may not be too badly beaten
by the remorseless Japanese lest Euaropean pres:
tige should suffer. '

N0 PERSONAL HOSTILITY.

I doubt wheth-r the Russian hag ever been
personally mopopular among the Japanere.
Baron Rosen himself, the late Russian Minister:
at Tokio, enjoyed the genuine esteem of all class-
es and at the Internationsl Club was invariably
the centre of a group of nnutive friends with
whom he woald enguge in lively couversation or

play a game of biliards. The Russian Ecclesi-

astioal Mission is among the strongest in Japan
and the Cathedral at Surngadai, Tokio, a cons-
picuous object of the - great metropolis. The
Russian langnage being one of the most difficalt
in the world, Japanese has, perhape, fewer terrors

. for the Ruossian than for the average foreigner,

while the Japanese oa their side have been o
alive to the valne of a practical knowledge of

Ruesian 8s to pirate' Alexandrow’s Russo Eo- |
~ glish Dictionary and to sell the same at & quar-

,  ter of the original price. ’ S
ported into Ceylon for local use; this is chiefly of the

- Bat I opened thie letter with an silasion to

tragedy, and it seerus to me that the expression

is not too emphatic to describe the sudden rupture

of private ties that has beas 8o frequently = en-

tailed by the grim drams now ig course of pre-

gentation before a world audience.Take this httle

incident 8s an ¢xample of thasort of thing I mean.
A JAPANESE PANDORA.

M. wae a Russian, murried to a Japsnese, and
living nt Yokohama. Ha spoke Japanese aimost
Jike a native, and wsas in almost every
respect an affectionate hushand. The wife, who
msy be called O Hana Sao, appeared fond of
her husband, aod aill weot well nutil late in
Javuery, when even the most ssngnine had
abandoned hop= of peace. For some time before
this, however, O Hana San had noticed that her
busband, thoueh frack acd open in most things,
attached great importanc: to a sort of desprtch-
bos, which he never allowed to leave his side for
an instan'. Even under normal eircumstances
this f~ct wonld have excited her curiosity both
as a woman and a Japanese at that, but as a reader
of the vernacular Press she was well aware that there
were such beings as Russian spies in  existencs, and
that althongh her husband was ostensibly a teacher,
she really knew nothing of his antecedents.

Patriotism is admittedly the grand passion of the
Japanese. In fendal days it took the form of loyalty
to a lord; and no true Samurai would hesitate for a
moment as between the elaims of a blood relation and
those of his chiefs. To-day the Emperor is the great
over-lord, and ) Hana Sau, though she lived her
foreign husband, could not doubt &s to where her duty
lay. A Japsnese proverb hax it “Chushin jikwn ni
tsnkarzn.”. “A faithfol servint will not serve two
masters,” and acting in this heiief O Hana San deter-
mined to gain possession of the despaten-box and see
what it contained. So oune eveniug she tuok advan-
tage of a certain Rnssian weakuess and made poor M.
terribly drunk, and seizing the box hurried off to the
nearest police—station. Here she told her story and
the mspector commended her for her patriotic action.

DOMESTIC TEAGECY.

The box was broken open, and sure enough con-
tained numerous maps and plans of Japanese fortifi-
cations and naval ports, besides several valnable
Russian documents bearing upon the enemny’s military
and naval schemes. O Hana San was praised more
than ever, but she had lost her home and her husbaud,
As for the latter, the papers say he woke up’ from his
drunken stupor to realise his irreparable loss of both
wife and papers, and left Japan without waiting fto
take leave of his friends.

The Russian spy is sometimes apocryphal, bat, on
the other hand, he sometimes exists. The spy 1is nok
necessarily a Russian, for Muscovite gold has not al-
ways been powerless to sap the virtue of the weaker-
minded and more avaricious Japanese. Early during
the progress of hostilities a quarter-of-a-mile stretch
of the railway between Amori aud Sendai was blown
up by Russian agents, three of whom were arrested,
and ouly a few days ago a Japanese was sent: nced by
the Yokohama court to a long ferm of imprisonment
foran unsuccessfulattemptto secare military and naval
gecrecy. This fellow was in the pay of a Russian
naval attache, and for upwards of five years had been
paying large sums to the draughtsmen at places like
Yokosuka and Kure for maps and plans of the defe-
ces. The humerous aspect of this true story is  that
the draughtsmen, so far from betraying their trust,
had merely betrayed the spy, to whom, with the con-
nivance of the anthorities, shey had all along supplied
false plans and sketches.

There is likewise the story of the Russian residens
of Tokio who knew no word of Japanese, but was one
day caught by a friend of mine in the act of writing
a long commumication in that heart-breaking script
known as the “sosho,” or ‘“‘grass character,” which is
a sealed book to nine hundred and ninety-nine
foreigners out of a thousand.

LORD CURZON'S PROCLAMATION.

Thus exycth, according to the Pafrika, George
Nathaniel Cuarzoc, Baron of Keddleston, in the
county of Darbyshire, Ireland, P- G, D. L., G.
M. 8. I.,G. M.,I. E., by the Grace of Heaven,
Vicsroy and Governor-General of Indiat—

In the fifsh year of Viceroyalty lissue these
commands;—

I. Wheress gontentment kas been the princi-
pal characteristic of men of learniag in the East,
whose sages and saints have alwsys lived in
forests and mountaing, which are better suited to
spiritual culture than towns and cities, snd have
pever been knowan to care for wealth, honour or
office, and whereas their degenerate sons hsve
loet all love of learning for learning’s sake, and
have been crowding the portals of our Uiversi-
ties solely for securing admission into the public
services of the Empire, much to the hindrance
of their apiribual cal'ure for which their fore-
fathers ware so noted in the past and still ad-
mired in the West, »ud wherens it is pecessary
to revive among th iza spiritual culture and love
of learniug for learning's sake we .in compass-
ion for the people of Indis, do hereby order that
“in the highest interests of a liberal edncation,”
they should never be nllowed to sppear in com-
petitive examinations for the public service which
shsli be abolished, so that they msy remain phi-
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~and philosopher, with whose writings
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Jorophers all their lives, wiﬁjli:lﬁe:we_._xgkall-;app'oinh
«“Paor Whitas," who cannot pass e
aud are therefore fit to serve the Government, to
aprcintments now open to the Indians. ‘

IT. Whereas Indians have slways lived for ﬁ!é '

life hereafter than for the present life, and where:
a8, disobeying the injunctions of their holy Ris-
his, they are imitating the material West and
seriously jeopardising the salvation of theirsouls,
which they used to value above ail earthly things
we, in compassion for them, do hereby order
that none of them shall henceforth be eligible
for any public  office which carrieg with it
‘anlary dof Bs100 or npwarde, and we hope, all

Tndians, loyal aethey are, will not mind this |

-smell temptation of weslth, even if it goes againgh
them in the world to come; for the public servioe;
of the conntry, which 18 intended for their bene-
fit by keeping their bodies and gouls together,
8o that they may fast, pray and meditate caunob
be carried on withoat some co-operation on their
park. : 7

11I. Wherens our Finance Minister is draw-
ing more money from the conntry than we can
afford to epend even by our Delhi Durbar, Thibe-

" tau missions and Memorial Hall, and whereas ib

has been rightiy pointed ont by our Honorary
Colleagues headed by the' Mabaratte Brahmin
whom we take this opportunity of holding forth
88 an ideal to be followedcby all native officials
“who clamonr for increase of their aalaries, 2« he
waa quite content with lees thun Rsl00 a wonth,
that it will be an act of injustice to our pative
snbjects not to spend the eawme in the country

“we in compassion for them do hereby order that

additional posta be created in sll depertments for
Furopeans, and smog them sowe new Lieutcnant-
Governorships, Viceregal Memberships, Director-

*@Generalghips and so fortk, and we hope all native

enbjects of light and leading will approve of this
act of ours, solely intended for the benefit of
their country.

IV. Whereas the Risbis of Indiahave enjoined
their countrymen toehun weslth as poison and
whereas the Indians of the present day have for-
gotten that wholesoms advice, we in compagsion
for them do bereby order that no native of India
outside the ranks of the public service ehonld
be allowed to have more *wealth than what is re-
quired for the bare necegsaries of life; for that
will be detrimental to theirepiritunl growth; and
wheress it is necessary for their own spiritnal
cultare as well as for performing acte of loyalty
and paying revenues to the Sircar that they must
live, we do hereby further crder that they be fed
at the expense of the Btate in time of famine, and
for the same resson, we do also order that they
must rot be killed by any Englishmao; snd be
it known to all that we in onr apxiety to protect
the lives of the natives of India punished a whole
regiment of the “Whites,”” one of whom killed a

" pative of Indis, because the latter failed to supply

them with wowmen.

V. Wherens Sankara, the great Indian sage
we have
been made familiar by our Hon. Colleague the
great Orientalist, Mr. Risley, has laid it down

_that “fortunate are surely the people in rags’;
- and whereas ths people of Indis, in epite of their
.contact with material West, have still great

spiritual potentialiti-s in thew, and whereas the
British Government, in  whose bands through
Divine Dispeneation the destigies of the Irdian
‘Nation bave been placed for all time %o come,
will not ccoeider ite mission fulfilled unless it has
been able to reias this once ancient and pobls
race by whoeepide we Westerners are mere child-
ren of yesterday, we lay it down for the future
guidance of all onr officers. in. various depart-
ments that it shonld be the aim of one rnd all of
them to do allin their powerto constantly put

* befors the Indisn people the idenl  set for the

_above and to make them 8s gpeedily as possible
%o attain it, 80 thet as soon ss they shaffie off
their mortal coils, their souls will ngt have to
transmigrate from one place to another, but will
at once ettain Nirvans or final Beatitude the
goal of ambition of all natives of India from the

_ the time of Lord Buddhs, who ie respected alike

in the West as in the East sod whose life we
have resd in the “Light of Asin” by Sir Bdwin
Arpold and whose image we have ordered to be
jpreserved in the Victoria Memcrial Hall intend-
ed for tbe preservation of all that.is glorions and
inglorious of the Indian people, and oub of res»
pect for whose memory, we havs ordered our
trnsted officer Colonel Younghusband, to march
to Thibet and meet fase to face with the Liamas,
who have been sll slong longing for the land of
Nirvana, with our Maxim gons and magszine
rifles. , i

Thus we issue this Pions Proclamation in con-
formity with the Ancient Liaw of the Hast, for
though belonging to the West, we are more Agi~-
asticthan the Asiatics themselves.

xaminations |

- EUROPEAN JURORS AND THE
ACQUITTAL OF PRISONERS,
. REMAREABLE CASE IN THE PUNJAB. ‘
A case of ap uousual kind, which has raised
onge again the question of racisl partiality of

Boropesn juries io India, bas just been disposed |

of by the Chief Court of the Povjib. Bergeant
1. McMillan apd Corporal H. Grahaw, of the
Oxfordehire Light Infantry were tried at [Jm-
balla on the 24th March last by Mr. T. J. Ken-
nedy, 1. C. 8., Seesions Judge of Umballs, with
the aid of & Jury, upon charges of theft aod of

dishonestly receiving stolen preperty. The jary.

were nunanimously of the opinion that the oLen-
oes hed not been proved agsinst the accased.
The Sessions Judge disagreed with this verdict.
and submitted the proceedings to the Chief Court
The case came before the Hou'ble Sir William
Clark, Chief Judge, and the Hor’ble Mr. Justics
Chatterji, C. 1. K., on the 3rd jivstant, Mr. Al-
weyne Turner, Goveroment Advocate, appeared
on behalf ¢f the Crown snd Mr. Gouldbury, Ad-
vocate, represented the accused.

The Judgment of the Sessiops Judge, which
came hefore their Lordships cf the Cuief Court
was remarkable for the following concludivg pa-
ragraph:—“For the reasons stated I consider the
verdiet of the Jurors in the case ia a perverse

verdict against the weight of evidence, that the.

cese was s bad case of theft from a shop, punish-
shle nnder Section 380 of the Indian PeualCode;
that the uccused were guilty of this offence, snd
the verdict of acquittal was clearly, sud undoubt-
edly wrong, that it was probably, dictste@ by
race prejudice snd sympathy with the accosad
on the part of the Europesn jurors, and that the
native juror, a wine acd spirit dealer having
money transactions with Europeans sllowed big
judgment ‘o be everborne by the othere. To ac-
crpt the verdict and acquit the accused would in

vo'va & gross and uomistakable miccarriage of
justice, especially when the offence has been

- committed in a big Jantonment, and would tend

to enconrage the commisgion of crime by soldi-
ers, whr, niter seeing Bu acquittal in & clear case
of this kind, might be encouraged to commit

“¢rire in the hope of escaping with impunity the

consequence of their misdeeds. I, therefore,
apder Section 307 of the Criminal Procedure
ode, submit the case to the Chief Court of the
Pavjab, stating. my opinion that the accosed
have been guilty of the offence purlishable under
Section 380 of the Indian Penal Code.

Their Lordsbips of the Chief Conrt, after go-
ing into the whole cese, gave Judgment in the
following terms;

“We have carefully examined the evidence
and heard Counsel at length. [t is fully esta-
blished that valuable property was stolen bet-
ween 8 and 9 p. m., on the 8th December from
Mr. Framji’s ehop, It was missed at cnce, snd
it was ascertained from other sergeants, who
were in the shop, that it was the two accused
who had just leit the shop. They wers followed
at once to the [2th Lancers Sergeants’ Mess,
There Greham, as soon a8 he saw Framji’s men,
hurriedly mwade over 8 gun metal watch that had

been stolen to Corporal Rix and made off, Me-

Millan, when questioned went away for a little
while and then brought first a lady’s gold watch
and 8 psper weight, 8 metal watch, and, after-
wards, s muffineer, a silver flask and some pc-
kets of cigarettee. The tumtum in which ths
sccused had come was then searched and a paic
of binoculars and 24 boxes of cigarettes wers
found there, and pext morning twomore of the
gtolen gold watches were found in & privy closs
to the mess. Graham’s explanation about the
gon meta] watch is that he fonnd it in the tum-
tum, and when be saw Mr. Fram]’s men come
to the mess he got frightened and made it over
to Rixend went off. McMillan’s explanation a-
bont producing the stolen articles av the' mess s

- that when looking for Grahem he found them

lying on s table in the verandab. These explan-
atiocs are incredible in themselves and they are
upsupported by any evidence, and they give an
imposgible account of what happened. There is
no other possible explanation of how the stolen
articles came from Mr. Framji’s shop to the mess
except that they came in the accused’s tumtum.
No one else is alleged to have come from there to
the mess, aod as the accused themselves sdmit
that Graham found the gun metal watch in the

tumtum on the way to the mess, and ss some of

the other property was found in the tumtum, it
is & moral certainty that the stolen property was
brought to the mess in the accused’s tumtum. It
ja inconceivable that any but the accused shounld
have put the things there; or taken them oub of
the tumtum into the mess: McMillan’s explana.
tion of having found the things in the mess ver-
andub is entirely futile. Beeides, Sergennt Cle-

" ments and Brigdon, of the 12th Lancers, prove .
the mess & gold watch and &

gilver flask with McMillau, which, undoubtedly,

that they saw in
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were the onas’l_stélﬁen. It is eodenvoared by the
Oonusel for the seensed to-discradit this evidence

‘but we haye no doubt that the evidence 15 teue
{ On the facts found we think that the conclusicn

is irresiatible that the accnsed stole the properiy
referred to above from Mr. Framji’a shop, and
we convict them ander section 380 of the Indi-
an Penal Code, We do nof think it necessury
to endorse -all that the Sessions Judge has said
about the jury.  They are entitled to the most
favonrable explanation for giving their unsatis-
factory verdict, and it is possible that they errad
from simple ' incapacity either jocapacity to -
weigh evidence or incapacily to draw the con-
clusions which inevitahly follow from the proved
facts snd that they were not false to their oaths.
With reference to the sentences we take iuto
acgount that the accnsed are men who have done
10 and 12 yesrs’ service, and have previously
borze good cheracters. We do vot think that -
when they went to Mr. Framji's they had aoy
intentirn of stenling anything, but that pr bably
finding the case of valuables op o and baving
tnken a little drick they were tempted and fell.
Their subsequent conduct was slmost chi‘dish,
Instead of quickly disposing cf the p operty they
drove off to the mess, and there McMillan seems
po have ostentatic uszly dirplayed some of the pro-
perty. When chsllenged he gnve np at ones
all he eounld command, ne drubt hoping that
the case might be dropped. W- slse tpke into
wcconnt that the sernsed huve been in cvstody
since the 8th Febroary, nesrly three manths,
However, the property etelen was Hs 999 1o vai-
ue, and if Mr. Framji's pesple bad pot b-en so
energetic 1 their action it would probabiy have
been kept. The cfienca was, therefore, 8 very
gerions one. We sentence the secused each (o
three mounths’ rigorons imprisunment.
—The Pioveer,

KOTIGE.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.
! Orprr NisI :

} No. 1520

In the Matter of the Estate of the iate
Annamuttu wife of Arunasaiam of Tanavkilappu
in Thenmaradchy L2

Testamentary

Juorigdiction
Class 1

Decessed
Nagsnathar Arunasalam of Maravanpnio
Petitioner

Vs

1. Velayuthar Sinnappillai and wife
2. llayapiiiai of Tanankilappu
Responden‘s

This matter of the Petition of Naganathar Arn.
nasalam of Maravanpulo praying for Lefters of Ad- |
ministration ~ $o the estate of the abovenamed de-
ceasea Annamuttu wifeof Arunasalam Coming on for
disposal before H. R. Freeman Esquire Distmiet Judge,
on the 13th day of May 1904 in the presence of
Messrs. Casippillai & Cathiravelu Proctors on_the part
of the Petitioner, and the affidavit of the Petitioner
dated the 1tth day of May 1904 having been yead,
it is declared tbat the Petitioner is the lawfnl hus-
band of the said intestate and is entitled to bave
Tietters of Administration to the estate of the said
Jutestate issued to him unless the Respondents or
any other person shall on or, before the 10th day
of June 1904 show sufficient canse to the Satis-
faction of this Court to the contrary. '

Signed this 13th day of Mey 1904
Sigd. H. R. FREEMAN
Dietrict Judge.

IN'THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA

ORDER NIsL -

Testamenbary
No. 1515
Jurisdiction
Class 11 In the Matter of the Estate of the late
<. Tangamms wife of Ponnusamy of (Jolombuturai
Deceaged.
Somasundsram Rasiah of Colombutnrei
Pectitioner.
- Vs j iy
Aiyathurai Ponnusamy of Colombuturai
Respoundert.

This matter of the Patition of Somasundaram Rasiah
of Colombuturai praying for Letters of :Administration
to the estate of the abovenamed deceased Tangamms
wife of Ponnusamy of Colombuturai coming on for
disposal before H. R.Freeman Tsquire, District Jndge,
on the 4th day of May 1904 in the presence of 3essrs,
Casippillai & Oathiravelu Proctors on the part of the
Petitioner and the affidavit of the Petitioner dated the
3rd day of May 1904 baving been read, it is declared
Sthat the Petitioner is the sole heir of the said intes-
tate and is entitled to have Letters of Administra-
tion to the estate of the said Intestate issued to him
unless the Respondent or any other person shall on or,
before the 6th day of June 1904 show sufficient causs
to the satisfaction of this Court to the contrary.

- Signed this 4th day of May 1904
et ' Sigd. H. R. FREEMAN
District Judge.
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