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An Outstanding Principal
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A Dream Comes True
Never Rested on his Laurels
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Mr. Jayaratnam: A Hindu Educationist

A Leading Educationist

Long Live Mahajana !!!
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An Era of Progress and Promise for Mahajana
The Man who worked Miracles

The Illustrious son of A Courageous Father
The Architect of Mahajana

An Assessment

A Born Leader and Administrator

The Dawn of a Golden Era
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| am indeed happy to send a message for publication
in the Jayaratnam Commemoration Number of the College
Magazine “ MAHAJANAN”. As an institution catering to
the educational needs of specially the Hindu children
in the North for over a quarter of a century, Mahajana
College occupies a unique place. ‘

The decision to publish a special number of the
College Magazine as a mark of gratitude to Mr. Jaya-
ratnam for the great service rendered to this college

as well as for education in the area, in his capacity.

as Principal of the College for about twenty-five years
is praiseworthy. It is hardly necessary for me to remind
all those interested in the welfare of the college that
it should be their endeavour to follow the path shown
by Mr. Jayaratnam and further improve the college.

| [ earnestly wish that Mahajana College would go
from strength to strength.

Queen’s. House, | w. go/za[['aa}a

Colombo. Gavernor General
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| visited Mahajana College some time back and had
the occasion to address the Assembly of students. I was
deeply impressed with the progress of the college during

the last sixty years. Mahajana College, Tellippalai was

founded in 1910 by the late Mr. T. A. Thuraiappapillai,
a great savant of Hindu Education.

In 1945 the Founder's elder son Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam
became the Principal. After 25 years of dedicated
service to this institution he retired in 1970. During
this period Mahajana College grew from strength to
strength and has now become one of the leading edu-
cational institutions in the Island. During my visit to the
college I saw for myself the good work done.

I am convinced that Mahajana College will continue
to play an active role in the future educational service

of Sri Lanka.

This college stands as a memorial to the great
philosophy of its Founder.

Office of the Speaker, Stanley Tillekeratne,
House of Represéhtatives, Speaker
Colombo 1. ¥ President Constituent Assembly



Long and dedicated service Is essential to build
up institutions of quality. Bringing up a school to be
recognised at an All Island level calls for great sacri-
tices and untiring efforts, especially from the Head of
the School. I can speak from first-hand experience on
this score, and therefore I can understand the calibre
of Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam. It is therefore, fitting that a
Special Number of The Mahajanan be got out as a
tribute to his great services. I wish him a lIong life
devoted to the cause of education.

Ministry of Education, Badiudin Makmud
Colombo 2. Minister of .Education

VII
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The history of Mahajana reveals its humble beginnings
and the trials and tribulations it had undergone, especially
during the early part of its existence. It also records the
phenomenal growth of the college since the assumption ©of
Principalship by Mr. T.T. Jayaratnam. The com prehensive
pattern of education provided, the consistently good perfor-
mance at public examinations and the exemplary achievemenis
in extra-curricular activities, have combined to make Mahajana
stand out as a name among the leading schools of the Island.

It is no exaggeration to. say thai the destiny of an
institution rests mainly on its head. The present position of
eminence of Mahajana itself, is a fitting tribute to the ability
of Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam. I have therefore, great pleasure in
sending this Message to be included in the Special Number

of The Mahajanan commemorating the services of Mr. T. I-
Jayaratnam.:

Minisiry of Education, : P Q(c{agam.;
Colombo 2. Permanent Secreiary

Vi



| consider it a great privilege to honour a man of the stature
of Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam, the Chief Architect of Mahajana College.
To him the path of duty is the way to glory and this has been ack-
nowledged by one and all.

I have had very litile personal contact with Mr. Jayaratnam, for
at the time I assumed office in the Northern Region he had gone on
retirement. At the first meeting he impressed me very much thus enabling
me to endorse all that I learnt about him. I may say without any
flattery that only a handful of men can measure up 10 the great spirit
of service and sacrifice which we find in him.. In fact he started
this school from scratch and has built up a great institution which can
rank among the best in the Island. His fame as an able administrator
as a very efficient English Teacher is known not only in Jaffna but
also in other parts of Ceylon, His suavity of manner, his high sense
of responsibility, above all his winsome personality, all these must have
endeared him to one and all. His leadership has always been accepted by
both the college and outside. 1 feel that the great service he did his
community through Mahajana College should not in any way suffer.
[ am of opinion that he is indispensable to Mahajana College but [
hope men with talent and the spirit of service will be found to continue
the good work done by him. I wish Mahajana College. a continued
existence of glory in all fields. Finally I wish Mr. Jayaratnam lon-
gevity and prosperity and | hope his invaluable advice will always be

sought in the interest of Mahajana College.

Department of Education, ol s e Mahatantila
Jaffna. Regional Director of Education

1it X



FROM THE EDITOR’S PEN

Forty years in the life of an individual is a very long
period. Mr. Jayaratnam started his career as a teacher at
Mahajana College in the year nineteen hundred and thirty
two and retired in nineteen hundred and seventy. When we
look back on this period we can think of the progress of the
school not in terms of arithmetic progression but only in terms of
geometric progression. Mr. Jayaratnam’s name has become a
household word not only in the peninsula but even in other
parts of Ceylon. Wherever Mahajanans meet, they talk of him
with affection and gratitude. He is loved, respected and esteemed.
He look an cagle course when he assumed the onerous task
of Principalship in 1945 and right through his stewardship he
maintained a soaring flight. We cannot but feel very sentimental
when we think of him and his services to Mahajana. The eulogia
enshrined in these pages, estimating the services he rendered as
guide, philosopher and friend to thousands of children are not
of a hyperbolic nature

By some remarkable coincidence the Silver Jubilee of his
Principalship and the Diamond Jubilee of the college occured
in the year in which he was retired from service. Like his
father he contended against the pressure of pecuniary and
other difficulties and like his father he rose superior to them.
There had been times, when these difficulties had been too
many for him; but he always showed fight and never was
- floored by them. His modesty will not permit him to
accept all that we have said here, for he believes in divinity
and destiny whose ways are inscrutable.



Our Principal

AT THE THRESHOLD OF HIS TEACHING CAREER







/A DEDICATED TEACHER

It is rather difficult for me to realise how time has marched
along and to know that T.T. Jayaratnam has retired from active
service. | remember him so well as a young man — one of my
pupils at the Government Teachers’ College. I can still
recall very vivid memories of him as a most energetic and
industrious student, whose young and intelligent look was
always fastened fo my face at the lectures.

| came to like him very much not only because he was
an excellent student, but also for his qualities of ~ character.
He was a very lovable psrson and his quiel unassuming
charm of manner was a greal asset to him and his relations
with others. He was a man of a quiet thoughtful nature
with a strength of mind to stand very firmly by his convictions.

Jayaratnam never forgot his kind regard for me who
had been his teacher and [ always look upon him not
only as a former pupil but as an older friend. My being
the Head of the Education Dept. did not make the slightest
change in his attitude to me because he always came !to
me as to an older friend in all matters relating to him
and his work.

[ know very well his -splendid services to Mahajana,
that he by his single hearted devotion fo his work nof only
built a great school but also did his best in educating
a younger generation. [ always held it true that a greal
feacher is not only to be measured by what he does in and
outside his class rcom but also by what he is as a man,
his ideals and his life such a man radiates an unseen bul
real influence on all those who come into contact with bhim.

I shall always remember Jayaratnam as one of those
truly good teachers. His lite was gentle and noble, he served
his fellow men and women well and when the time comes
for him to step out of the scene of active life, he carries
with him a precious memory of duties well done and a life
of service to others—such as Jayaratnam are said lo wear
all through life the white flower of a blameless life. May he
and his family be blessed with peace and happiness all
their days.

_S F. de Silva.

A Former Director of Education



/AN APPRECIATION OF THE SERVICE OF
MR. T. T. JAYARATNAM, B. A, J.P.

It is a [fitting tribute to bring out a commemoratlion
volume on the eve of the retirement of a Principal who is the
Architect of the modern Mahajana College.

This college had modest beginnings and was founded by
the late T. A. Thuraiappapillai in the year 1910 fto provide
facilities for Hindu children who did not have equal facilities
as the Christians during the colonial era. [t provided free
education to many deserving poor children up to the eighth
standard.

After Mr. Thuraiappapiliai died in 1929, the school
progressed under the headmastership of Mr. K. Chinnappah.
In 1945 Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam, son of the late Thuraiappa-
pillai became the head of the school Under his able and
devoted leadership the school from humble beginnings became
one ot the leading educational I[nstitutions of Ceylon. Many
of the leading educational Institutions of Ceylon were brought up
by the dedicated teacher who regarded the teaching profession
as a noble calling and not as a means of earning money.
It is to greal teachers like Mr. Jayaratnam the young men,
who are now enjoying thke fruitls of exemplary service, owe their
gratitude. Under the leadership of Mr Jayaratnam, Mahajana
College became one of the leading institutions both in studies
as well as in extra curricular activities. A perusal of the
Mahajana College Golden Jjubilee Volume shows the number
of distinguished Old Boys the college has produced and the
brilliant results produced both in academic and sports activities.
The pretentious buildings in the college premises are monu-
ments which speak eloquently of the activities of a Principal
whose untiring efforts, indefatigable energy and honesty of
purpose had elevated a village school to the ranks of one of
the first rate schools of the Island.

I have. personally known Mr. Jayaratnam and I have the
highest esteem for a man who sacrificed his self interest in order
to elevate his fellow countrymen. As stated by him in his
farewell speech in Colombo. Mr. Jayaratnam had the co-
operation and help of his fellow teachers (o accomplish his
greal task It is left to the younger generation of teachers to
emulate the worthy footsteps of these teachers. [ hope the
old boys and well wishers of Mahajana College will name one
of the neatly built Halls "“JAYARATNAM HALL" to honour
their worthy Principal.

Justice Dr. H. W. Thambiah, Q. C.






Our Principal
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AN OUTSTANDING PRINCIPAL

1 am very happy to be given an
opportunity to contribute an article to
the Valedictory Number to be published
to commemorate the services of Mr.
T. T. Jayaratnam to Mahajana College.
Mr. T. A. Thuraiappapillai, of illustrious
memory, started a school at Tellippalai
for the education of Hindu children
under a Hindu environment at a time
when the Government was interested
only in furthering missionary education.
It took him eight strenuous years to
have the school registered for grant.

Even now we can Visualise what
indomitable courage and determination
were needed to run a school against the
obstacles placed by the then powerful forces
which were bent on crushing new schools
started by Hindus. Mahajana was started
in the home of the Founder in 1910,
but was shifted to the present site in
1912. The years 1912 & 1913 were
critical in the struggle for survival and
Lord Natarajah in his infinite mercy
blessed the Founder with a son who
was destined to translate the dreams of
the Founder into reality.

Mr. Jayaratnam has a Very un-
assuming, unruffled, quiet and pleasing
personality, and few would have expected
him to possess the singleness of purpose,
the undaunted courage and determination
of his father. Within a few years of
his taking over the reins of the school
at the comparatively young age of 32
years, he proved his mettle by getting
the school approved as a Grade II school
in 1947 and a Grade I school in 1949.
Guided by his father’s vision he set

about providing up-to-date buildings,
sports  fields, hostels and  other
amenities worthy of a  Grade 1T
school.

Fo-2

The Government
to take over all
and it fell tor myilot ! ato  ~take
over the schools in the Northern
Provipce on bebalf of the goverament.
The permanent education officer fell ill
at that crucial period and I was sent
post haste to Jaffna to preside over the
take over The Grade I schools had the
option of keeping out of the scheme
but Mr. Jayaratnam  unhesitatingly
decided to hand over the school to the
government and the school became
a Director-managed school from 1st
December 1960. By handing over the
school to the government the heirs of
the Founder did a distinct service to the
student body of Jaffna as it enabled
them to continue the bencfits of free
education in the school which had
already been provided with up-to-date
facilities.

decided in
assisted

1960
schools

The testing
fides of those

for the bona
who were in charge of
private  schools, was when  the
properties of the schools were vested.
A good number of proprietors who were
only interested in Education gladly
disclosed their complete assets and
liabilities. While there were others who
attempted to hide their assets and adopted
various subterfugss, it must be said
to the credit of Mr. Jayaratnam that
as far as Mahajana was concerned all
the assets were disclosed and there was
absolutely no attempt to keep back
even a small area of land. The father
started the school and the son brought
it to a pre-eminent position with the
sole purpose of benefiting the children
and that was clearly evident at the time
of the take over. Mr. Jayaratnam
continued to be Principal till December
1970 when the government decided to

time,
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retire all those who had completed 56
years of age. The brilliant, the out-
standing on par with the mediocre and
the incompetent, were all retired and
Mahajana lost Mr, Jayaratnam when he
had started another ambitious programme.
I am sure some one will fill the breach
to realise the dreams of Mr. Jayaratnam

I came to know Mr. Jayaratnam
personally from the time I took over
the school and I bad an opportunity of
knowing him intimately for about 10
years since then. Jaffna can be proud

of a number of well known schools,
a number of devoted Principals and
a large number of devoted teachers.

Mr. Jayaratnam was one of the most
outstanding Principals., It was a pleasure
to visit the school. I have gone to
the school on a number of occasions
without notice and what struck me was
the perfect discipline of the school.
One could see the whole school at work
whatever the time of the visit may be,

School functions were characterised by
orderliness, decorum and dignity, giving
a feeling that the entire staff and
students were involved. As a man Mr,
Jayaratnam was the personification, of
courtesy and I, as an Assistant Director
and later as Regional Director, had
his unstinted co-operation both at official
and personal levels,

The success of My, Jayaratnam was
in no small measure due to the co-oper-
ation of the staff, the students, the old
boys and the parents and he was able to
‘get it by the force of his personality and by
his dedication to duty. May Lord Natarajah
give his successors strength to carry on
the good work. Let us hope that Mr.
Jayaratnam’s services will be available to

the cause of education in some form
or other.
S. Thanikasalam
Retd. Director of Education,
Jaffna.

FROM THE GOLDEN BOOK OF MAHAJANA

I am very glad to find an aitempt

now already forgotien.
some enterprising scholar and publisher
to see some of the ola manuscripts,
exkhibited here.

made
works of Jaffna poets and scholars — now out of print.

to assemble some of the rare
Some of these works are

here

The republication of these works is a desideratum and I hope
will undertake
which are now geiting scarce,
The organisers of this book exhibition on the auspicious occasion of

It is a pleasure
collected and

this work.

the Golden Jubilee of this College deserve great credit for the enthusiasm they have

shown,

S. Natesan
A Former Manager
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T. T. JAYARATNAM — TRIBUTE FROM A FRIEND

Way back in January 1936, a set of forty young men and women,
confident, hopeful and perhaps anxious for their future entered the
portals of the Government Training College, Colombo, then sited in
Thurstan Road, to be trained as * English Teachers™. For more than
one reason, the mere selection for training as a teacher at the time,
was a matter for self -esteem and pride. The numbers selected were
a meagre twenty per year from each sex; the number of Training
Institutions was just one; its destinies were at the time guided by the
greatest educationist Ceylon has yet produced, the late H. S. Perera.

Taylor Jayaratnam was one of the cosmopolitan forty who were
selected for the “ English Course”, 1936/37. Before a few days elapsed
friendships were formed among the young people, who fortunately for us
hailed from all parts of the Island, from all races and from all creeds,
I had the unique fortune of coming to know Jaye’ as we affectionately
called him, though as he himself in his inimitable good humour stated.
“North and South lie far apart’.

Those were days when man-made barriers of race, language and
other petty considerations did not in any way deter healthy social intercourse
among the youth of our motherland and the lusty friendship we built up
between us grew into a lasting bond in life. To us from the South the labours
of the two great Tamil Knights Ramanathan and Arunachalam in the cause
of Freedom, were yet fresh in our minds. It was therefore revealing that
Taylor Jayaratnam was a kinsman of this great duo. All that was lofty
and noble in them we found in this young man from the North. Truly,
there was no better ambassador of Ceylon Tamil Hindu Culture than Taylor
Jayaratnam.

He was loved and respected by all as a serious minded, intelligent
student alive and healthily critical of everything academic. Like some
of his compatriots he was not the proverbial * book-worm” confined to
the narrow world of books and cloistered within the walls of the study.
He played lustily, identified himself with every activity that was worth-
while and was a Social asset wherever he was. Above all, in a cosmopolitan
society, he was like a sponge that imperceptibly absorbed whatever was
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best in others that belonged to other races, other cultures, while he
himself squeezed out to others what was indigenous to his own race and
culture. There is no doubt that in later life, this aspect of his nature
gave him the breadth of vision that enabled him to rise above the pettiness
of race and language.

Unlike the writer, he had the fortune of devoting his entire life to the
vocation he had chosen. How well he answered the call and served his
people and his country are but too well known. Mahajana and Jayaratnam
were one entity for a quarter of a century. Be it in the Universities or
in the learned professions or in the humbler walks of life all who hailed
Jrom this Great Institution consider him their Great Mentor and Guru.

May I as a personal friend and as one who has followed the
Jortunes of Mahajana College for the last two decades and more add
my mite in tribute to a man whose dedication to his cause can seldom
find a peer.

Nugegoda, H. L Wimalasuriya
8th June 1971. Retd. Commissioner of Examination and
Secretary University of Ceylon, Peradeniya

o

FROM THE GOLDEN BOOK OF MAHAJANA

[ was very happy to be present as ihe chief guest at the Mahajana College
Golden Jubilee Celebration. Mahajana College  has progressed very rapidly in their
building scheme. The numbers in the school has increased from 800 to over 1500.
The school is making a great effort to give vocational education in addition to
academic education — Mr. Thuraiappahpillai the Founder of the school should always
be remembered by the pupils o f the school and people of the area for which the
school catered - Mr. K. Chinnappah who succeeded Mr. Thuraiappahpillai  should be
remembered for the great efforts he made to improve the school — My. Jayaratnam
the present principal, son of the Founder of the school will always he remembered
for the Assembly Block ‘and the school being raised to Super Grade Statys.

Nicholas Attygalle

¥ice Chancellor, University of Ceylon
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A DREAM COMES TRUE

English Education was almost a monopoly of foreign Christian Missions- during
British times and in the prevailing political climate neither parents nor children could
overlook the very obvious benefits that such an education offered. Buddhists and
Hindus sent their children to Christian schools and often permitted them to embrace
Christianity because the temporal advantages derived from an English education
outweighed religious loyalties. Higher education in those times was equivalent to
English Education So when Buddhists and Hindus gave thought of higher education
it meant serting up English Medium Schools.

Although the state professed religious neutrality, in practice the Christian missionaries
belonging particularly to Protestant denominations were often able to get what they
wanted from the government. They were also able to obstruct the development of
English Medium Schools under Buddhist ond Hindu auspices, but big schools like
Ananda College and Jaffna Hindu College and smaller schools like Skandavarodaya
and Mahajana fought a sustained campaign 1o provide High School Education to
Buddhist and Hindu children without their pupils having to pay the price of religious
apostasy.

S. H. T. Taylor, later T. A. Thuraiappahpillai, was himself an offspring of Christian
parents and a product of Christian education, who in turn became the head of
a Christian school, but Thuraiappahpillai, who was an outstanding intellectual of his
time could see the enormity of the price paid by Hindu parents who seni their
children to Christian schools. ~For some reason or other he fell out with the
missionaries and started a school of his own which was known in those days as an
¢ Opposition’ school.

Mahojana College is the fulfilment of Thuraiappahpillai’s dream. It was given
to his son to gauge the needs of a new era and build a school which probably is
ten times as large as the structure put up by his father. Jayaratnam was my pupil
for a short time at Jaffna College and what struck me most forcibily in those days
was the difference between father and son. Thuraiappahpillai was a _fighter and
propagandist  doing battle for Hindu education and Hindu Culture. Jlayaratnam’s
strategy as I came to know him more fully when he became Principal of Mahajana
College is that of the still small voice. Jayaratnam and I were thrown together a good
deol in the politics of education too. In the Northern Province Teachers’ Association,
the . All Ceylon Union of Teachers, the Northern Province Principals’ Association we
were both deeply interested. Here too I found the same suavity of manner and
deep commitment to conviction. Noisy trumpetings and thunderous pronouncements were
no part of his technique. His colleagues and his pupils were not browbeaten but
pursuaded. The morality that prevailed under his stewardship was not permissive but
persuasive.

The school’s achievements in every field that is regarded as meaningful in
assessing a school’s stature are part of Ceylon’s Educational History today. In
Athletics, in Educational attainmenis, in successes in Examinations, Mahajana ranks
among the best in the Island. ~ Such success cannot be attributed to the Principal’s
efforts alone except in the sense that his personality wooed and won the good will,
co-operation and dedication of his colleagues, his pupils and the community served
by the school.

S. H. Perinbanayagam
Principal Emeritus, Kokuvil Hindu College



NEVER RESTED ON HIS LAURELS

I feel honoured to have been asked to write a few words of appreciation of
Mr. T. T. Jayaratnan’s outstanding services to the cause of education in Jaffna, to be
included in a Souvenir which is to be published to mark Mr. Jayaratnam’s retirement.

For nearly three decades I have been a keen observer and silent admirer of
Mr. Jayaratnam's heroic efforts to build up Mahajana. The school has made phenomenal
progress under his wise and able guidance. His efforts have been crowned with success.

Sir Malcolm Campbell, the man who once held both the land and water speed
records of the world, gave a piece of advice to his son when he was a boy of
twelve.  ** Whatever you do in life, never rest on your laurels. Once you have
reached a goal, set yourself another’’.  Donald Campbell followed the advice and
created better and better water speed records. I have often wondered if Mr.
Jayaratnam’s illustrious father and Founder of Mahajana ever gave him similar advice.
Perhaps he did not in so many words, but I have no doubt that Mr. Taylor
Thuraiappahpillai by his own life and example -inspired in his youthful son a vision of
sacrificial service to the common man through the little school he established sixty years ago.

When Mr. Jayaratnam took charge of the school he proceeded to provide one
by one every facility that a first class school needed in order to impart an all-round
education to its students. He strove for excellencz in studies and excellence in sporis-
He built not only class-rooms and laboratories but also a temple within the school
fo give the students the right perspective. He provided a spacious playground and
to crown it all he erected a massive and inspiring edifice to house the auditorium,
the library and the administrative offices.

Seeing these dreams coming true before their eyes. the boys also were no doubt
inspired. And they put forth their best efforts in the class rooms and the playing
fields bringing honour upon honour to Mahajana. Victories in sports and distinctions
at public examinations almost became an annual feature. Neither ‘the teachers nor
the students rested on their laurels. The Principal continually set the sights for them.

¢ Satisfaction should be a place to pause only — not to stop”. This is what Mr.
Jayaratnam seems to have kept steodily -in mind throughout his career. At every
stage Mr. Jayaratnam had cause for great satisfaction; but he did not stop there-
He stopped only when an unimaginative government brought his exceptional career
to a premature end. When he retired many more dreams must have been awaiting
Sfulfilment. However, Mr. Jayaratnam leaves behind a spirit of a noble adventure and
let us hope that some one else will take up the challenge.

Faith can work wonders. Mr. Jayaratnam made bricks without straw.  History
will acclaim him as one of the greatest benefactors of Tellippalai. Children will
rise up and call him blessed.

I. P. Thurairatnam
Principal Emeritus, Union College
Tellippalai
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First Eleven Soccer Champions J. S. S. A. — 1967

Seated : M. Shanmugarajah, The Principal, S. Sriskandarajah (Captain), - Mr. A. Jogaratnam, K. Deivendra,
R. Thiagarajah.
Standing : S. Vijayaratnasingam, P. Balendra, M. Paramsothy, N. Vadeeveshwaran, N. Sivapadasundaram, M. Rajadurai,

K. Sivagnanam, K. Mohanram.
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We worked together in the Northern
Province Principals’ Asscciation and
Mr, Jayaratnam’s tact was helpful in
bringing schools with conflicting ideologies
together. When the association was
founded, all schools in Jaffna were assisted

schools; but after the take over of the
schools in 1961, there came into
existence two types of schools, vested

schools and private schools. The interests
of these two types of schools naturally
became quite different and yet the
common aim of furthering the cause of
education in Jaffna has kept them
together. Mr. Jayaratnam played an
important part in this respect and all
members felt assured that as long as
there were members » like Mr. Jaya-
ratnam, there would be a fair deal to all.

When the Jaffpa Hindu Education
Society was formed with the late Mr.
Natesan as President, Mr. Jayaratnam
and I were elected Joint-Secretaries. The
aim of this society was the furtherance
of the cause of Hindu education and
the establishment of a Cultural University
in Jaffna. When the late Mr. Bandara-
nayake offered to set up a Cultural
University in Jaffna on the lines of the
Vidyalankara and Vidyodaya Uninver-
sities, Mr. Natesan had come forward
to place at the disposal of the Govern-
ment, the Parameswara and Ramanathan
Colleges together with their endowments
for the establishment of a University.
The main work of the Society was to
_rally the support of the public for the
sstablishment of the University. We bad
10 face the obstacles of a political party
“and also of a section- of the public
belonging to a minority religious group.
In spite of the large amount of support
we couid get from leading educationists
and from leading men belonging to all
walks of life, we could not succeed owing

J-4
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to the opposition of a political party.
Now everyone including the politicians
who opposed us, regrets the missed
opportunity. ~ Professor A. W. Myl-
vaganam has expressed his regret openly
but these regrets have come too late.
The history of the Tamil Community

in the recent past has been one of
missed opportunities,

Mr. Jayaratnam  has played an
important part in the affairs of the

Ramanathan Music Academy. Mr, Natesan
founded the Ramanathan Music Academy
for imparting higher education in Carnatic
Music and was mapaging it for a few
years. But he died before even holding
the first examination. Soon after the
death of Mr. Natesan, the fate of the
Academy appeared 10 be sealed. It was at
this juncture that Mr. Jayaratnam stepped
in, formed a Parent Teachers Association
and made arrangements for conducting
the Academy till a Board of Manage-
ment was formed. It was on his
initiative the present Board of Manage-
ment with Mr. S. R, Kanaganayagam as
president has been formed. The public
of Jaffna should be grateful to Mr.
Jayaratnam for the services he rendered
to. the Academy at a critical period in
its history.

Mr. Jayaratnam is still fit and full
of energy and should have been allowed
to complete the good work at the
School to the service of which he had
dedicated his life. But this was not
to be. His unexpected retirement has
caused a void in the educational sphere,
which is difficult to fill.

S. Ambikaipahan
Principal Emeritus
Vaideyshwara Vidiyalaya



A LEADING EDUCATIONIST

The retirement of Mr, T. T. Jaya-
ratnam from the post of Principal of
Mahajana College after being at its helm
for nearly a quarter of a century removes
from the scene a great educationist who
has laboured selflessly for the love of
the School founded by his father, the
late Mr. Thuraiappahpillai. The Mabha-
jana English High School founded by
his father in 1910 became a great
educational institution, the Mahajana
College, mainly due to the labour of
love and sacrifices made by the son
Mr, Jayaratnam. Mr. Jayaratnam made
the dreams of his father, the Founder,
become a reality.

The noble purpose and ideals that
inspired the late Mr. Thuraiappahpillai
to start a new institution in 1910
continued 1o inspire his son throughout
the latter’s career. Mr. Jayaratnam was
born when the School was in its infancy.
It was a time when several powerful
forces worked against this fledging insti-
tution. The area which it served at its
inception was predominantly a Hindu
area but the average parent of the
children who studied at Mahajana was
not well off. Hence the. spirit of
free education prevailed in Mahajana
long before the State adopted the
principle of Free Education. Under such
circumstances the development of Maha-
jana was slow during its early years,

After the death of Mr. Thuraiappah-
pillai, Mr. K. Chinnappah became the
Head of Mahajana High Scheol. And
it was during this time that I had the
pleasure and privilege of studying at
Mahajana. During my time at Mahajana,
Mr, Jayaratnam joined the staff as an
English Trained Teacher. Mr. Jayaratnam

taught me English and Latin. He paid
special attention to correct pronunciation.
In fact, to a good number of his students
during our time, he became a star. We
made conscious efforts to speak with
the same accent as Mr, Jayaratiam. We
made efforts to work in such a manner
that would meet his approval in our
speech and writing. He was
impeccably dressed. The way he conducted
himself was such that all the teachers,
some of whom had taught him, bad the
highest regard for Mr, Jayaratnam. When

I left Mahajana in December 1942,
Mahajana was struggling with limited
buildings and limited equipment. There

was a T shaped building with three class
rooms and a hall which was partitioned
into class rooms with screens. Besides
this building there was a reading room
which served as a teachers’ room as well.
The Science Laboratory was housed in
a small room in a building which had
two other class rooms.

Mr. Jayaratnam was -the logical
successor as Head of Mahajana when
his uncle Mr. K. Cinnappah died. From
the time Mr. Jayaratnam became the

Head of Mahajana, she started
flourishing beyond all expectations.
Mr, Jayaratnam had only one pre-
occupation. It may be said that he

lived for the school and for the school
only. He would even mortgage his
house and compound when money was
required for the school. He was able
to inspire his colleagues on the staff
of Mahajana to put in their maximum
efforts and to make them work a
a united team. Though Mr. Jayaratnam
is an Arts Graduate himself, Mahajana
became famous for its Science edu-
cation. The secret of his success was
his unerring ability to select the best
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First Eleven Soccer Champions J. S. S.

The Principal, P. Tharmakulasingom,

R. Rajasingam, V. Arulanandarajah.
A. Sivanesachelvan, T. Kanageswaran.

K. Mohanram (Captain),

S. Chandralingam,

K.

A. S. Rafeek
Srikanthan,
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A. Keerthisingam,

, Mr. A. Jogaratnam.

S. Joganathan,
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teachers available for each subject, and
give them all encouragement and at the
same time a free hand to teach in their
own individual way without any un-
necessary interference. The wonderful
-success of the students of Mahajana
at the University Entrance Examinations
for selections to the Engimeering, the
Medical and the Science Faculties made
Mahajana famous throughout the Island,
and placed bher amongst the leading
Colleges of Ceylon.

Mr.
main object of his father
that the children should be given edu-
cation and training in the proper
religious atmosphere. He was responsible
for the building of the Temple for the
school children and for the observance
of all religious festivals by the children.
The teaching of the Saiva Religion, the
teaching of Thevaram and Thiruvasagam
found their due place in the curricula
of the school. The students were trained
and encouraged to serve as Vvolunteers
during the festivals of Maviddapuram
Kandaswamy temple. He encouraged the
students to do Shramadana in the
restoration of the Dukkaiyamman Temple
at Tellippalai. The students were specially
taught and trained to take part in the
Religious examinations and contests
organised by the Vivekananda Society
and the Saivaparipalana Sabhai. But
more than all these things he was
himself a shining example of a true
Sajvaite. To him practice was motre
important than precept. From the time
he became principal he became a vege-
tarian himself, and observed the normal
religious practices of a true Saivait.

Jayaratnam did not forget the
the Founder

Mr. Jayaratnam paid attention to all
extra curricular activities as well. In the
field of sports Mahajana excelled herself,
whether it was in Cricket or Football
or Athletics. Mahajana became a force
to be reckoned with by other leading
schools in Jaffna. In the field of Drama
and Music Mahajana found a prominent
place amongst other leading schools.

Mr, Jayaratnam inspired the old boys
of Mahajana and the parents of the
children studying at Mahajana and obtained
their fullest co-operation. Thus with
their assistance and by his selfless
devotion and sacrifices he made Mahajana
a Great Institution. By the time Mahajana
celebrated her Golden Jubilee in 1960,
she was equipped with fine buildings,
laboratories, a Hostel and a Temple. It is
a pity that Mahajana could not remain
a privately managed school after 1960.
If Mahajana had remained as a private
institution, the necessity for Mr. Jaya-
ratnam to retire from the post of
Principal under the 55 vears rule would
not have arisen. By the grace of God
Mr. Jayaratnam has' retired when he is
in .very good health. He could have
served Mahajana for many more years
to come. His experience in the field of
education and his ability. will not be
available to Mahajana anymore, though
his good-will and advice will always be
available to Mahajana. Letus pray and
hope that the good God will give Mr.
Jayaratnam good health and long life
so that the experience and knowledge
of one of the Ileading educationists of
our time will be available to Mahajana
and to all other institutions, for many
more years to come.

K. E. Kathirgamalingam
Crown Advocate

«



LONG LIVE MAHAJANA'!

A man’s destination is his own village

His own fire and his wife’s cooking;

To sit in front of his own door at sunset

And see, his grandson, and his neighbour’s grandson
Playing in the dust together

. 5. Bliot

The name T. T. Jayaratnam does really mean Tellippalai Thurai-
appahpillai Jayaratnam. The father led the way and chose for the
son too. Both were sure of their destination. All foot-paths criss-
crossing the fields and gardens, the outer yards of temples and palmyrah
groves of the sleepy hamlet of Tellippalai and its surroundings con-
verged at Mahajana: the destination of many a skimply dressed brat.
The college which appeared in its present site in 1912 stood unsteadily
in the new location for one whole year, because it was gestation for a new
project of Mr. Thuraiappahpillai. Thank heavens. it was accomplished on
that wet October night in 1913. The fullthroated cry of the new born
infant would have soothed the cockles of the heart of our Revered Founder.
But one shouldn’t forget the phenomenon of how the ungainly stance
of the spindly shed at Ampanai suddenly gained granite strength when
the dark winds trumpeted the news of the birth.

All that happened in October 1913. This is October 1971. How
much had lain encompassed in Time's womb and slowly revealed
itself. How much has happened. And how much has refused to
happen. Any way as expected by the Founder, Mahajana slowly
matured. Mr. Jayaratnam grew up, joined the staff in 1932. Became
Principal in 1945. The college gained in stature. It celebrated its
Golden Jubilee in 1960 and the Diamond in 1970. And then the
biatant irony January 1971. Mr Jayaratnam is in pensive retirement
tasting to the full his wife’s cooking, and sporadically interrupted when
the many sons and daughters and grandchildren of Mahajana call on
him. But still with the old sense of self possession and suavity he
continues to serve directly as well as indirectly the cause of education
of the youth of Tellippalai and its environs.
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But one can’t deny that with his official retirement the landscape has
changed, and the prospect seems to have lost its erstwhile charm. Human
nature being what it is, when an administrator bows out of office he
gets diminished overnight in weight and height. He looks as ridi-
culous as the king without his clothes. But to me Mr. Jayaratnam
has been and will continue to be the finest example of a school.
adminisirator — teacher 1 have had the privilege of working under.
He is a real amalgam of all that is valuable and inspiring in man.
I remember how he tempered authority with subtle persuasiveness. But still
more baffling was the way he brought out the best from those who assisted
him, more through an infectious charm than by the orthodox imperatives.
One of the first to arrive at school at morning and the last to leave
unwillingly the campus late in the evening. Never had I seen one
- for whom the daily pilgrimage to the school had personally meant so
much for nearly three and half decades. He lived and breathed with
Mahajana.  His life was Mahajana and Mahajana’s destiny was his.
Edch lived in the other. But even the fruit and its seed don’t remain
one for ever.

Is 10-30 a. m. Invariably each teacher in class observes through
the corner of. his eye the spruce figure with hat in hand or on head and
under arm sometimes the slender cane of gentle authority. The figure
wends its way in and out of the classrooms, down the shady trees
and round the quadrangle. It poses to listen to a teacher’s problem
and then silences an - impetuous lot ~without a teacher and sometimes
engages them till the bell goes off. Again the figure resumes its
ritual. It smiles at a timid face. A word with alabourer. . A dialogue
with a broken chair or window and the round completes itself.

My. Jayaratmam’s round at Mahajana has completed iiself. The
end of his era marks the beginning of another. Bui the life of an
institution is like a circle. It ends where it begins and begins where
it ends. To my mind Mr. Jayaratnam is coextensive with this circle.
Therefore he can never retire out of Mahajana because he is Mahajana.

Long Live Mahajana!
N. R. Kandiah

Lecturer, T eabhers’ Training College
Palaly ;
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Our Principal

IN THE MIDST OF MALAYAN FRIENDS



Our Principal with the Staff

ON THE EVE OF HIS RETIREMENT




\/4HE MAN WHO WORKED MIRACLES

Hindu tradition expects a worthy
son to complete any task which his
father had to leave undone when his
final call came to rest in the world beyond.
The Sanskrit word Putra is derived by
scholars from the word purta meaning
completed. My friend Jayaratnam
who retired recently from the post of

Principal, Mahajana College, measures
fully to this high standard set by our
ancient sages. Grieved by the plight

of Hiudu children who could not have
English education in an atmosphers
fostering their calture and religious
traditions, the late Mr. Taylor Thurai-
appahpillai founded the Mahajana English
High School in 1910. Struggling against
heavy odds, he succeeded in establishing
it as an Assisted Elementary School,
sending students for the E. S. L. C.
Examination. His grit and determination
were clearly evidenced when  the
destruction by the floods of 1918, of the
one and only building in which the school
functioned, spurred him to rebuild the
school in the same premises and to
continue his mission.

The period covered by the
of Mr. K. Chinnappah saw further
progress and consolidation. The insti-
tution became a college with secondary

regime

school status and additional buildings
were put up to meet the increased
demand for accommodation. The high

water marks of this era were the Silver
Jubilee Celebrations of 1935 and the
introduction of science education in 194{.
Sports and athletic meets came to the
fore, but distinctions in this field were
limited. Though Mahajana started as
amixed school at the inception it became
a boys’ school very soon after and
remained so till the forties. Shortly
J-6 ;

after the admission of girls, the first
lady teacher was appointed in 1943,
This era of progress and consolidation
ended with the sudden demise of Mr,
Chinnappah in 1945.

Thereafter comes the period of
challenge and the flowering of Mahajana
asan All Island Super Grade College under
Mr. Jayaratnam. Born in 1913 shortly
after the establishment of Mahajana
College, he took to teaching fairly early
in life after passing the Cambridge
Senior Examination. Later he went
through the Training College and also
obtained his degree by private study,
thus qualifying himself as a Trained
Graduate eligible to be a Principal of
a GradeI College. He had to assume
charge of the school in his early thirties.
But his teaching experience of more
than ten years and his organisational
ability, charm and personal qualities
more than made up for his youth.
From 1946 onwards with the introduction
of the free education scheme he had to
cope with the ever increasing numbers
that sought admission to Mahajana,
Not that free education was new
to Mahajana, where from its inception
deserving students were taught free;
but the Government policy of free
education for all from the Kindergarten
to the University set up a new mood
and drew more and more children to
the schools in the hope of getting white
collar jobs at the end of the school
career., When Mr. Jayaratnam took
charge of the school, the number on roll
was a little over 300 and when he
left, it had risen to nearly 2000 —
a phenomenal increase requiring more
accommodation, more teachers, more
library and laboratory facilities—in short
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more and more of everything. Storied
buildings became necessary and in 1960
there were forty two impressive class
rooms tiled, cemented and enclosed. Mr.
Jayaratnam’s visit to Malaya helped
in this great expansion substantially and
the old boys and well- wishers alike
contributed generously to ths building
fund.

Unless the organisational details are
watched and worked out precisely such
an impressive expansion cause a reduction
in the quality. But the miracle worked
by Mr. Jayaratnam was that the quality
instead of declining, kept improving
almost keeping pace with the quantitative
expansion. As the results in the public
examination became spectacular Mr, Jaya-
ratnam’s problems increased—instead of
serving Tellippalai and its environs the
school attracted students from all parts
of the Peninsula and eventually ended up
as an All Island School. A boarding
catering for the needs of the students
had to be undertaken. Despite all these
problems Mr. Jayaratpam took the bold
decision of incorporating the primary
school Saraswathy Vidyasalai which
though in the same premises was tun
as a separate school, into Mahajana
College.  Thus students joining the
kindergarten class could continue their
studies up to the University Entrance
examination in the same school.

Mr. Jayaratnam has always been
a forward looking man. Academic
success though a very important criterion,
does not perse make a good citizen.
Building the body, building the character
and giving the boy practical training
are equally important. With expanded
playgrounds he got the students trained
systematically in athletics and games

Mahajana has excelled in Soccer. For
four years running, they have been the
champions of Jaffna. In 1965 a Maha-

jana Hockey player captained the All
Ceylon  Boys’ team which  had
a successful tour in India. Games are

valuable also in teaching discipline and
co-operation to boys. But religious edu-
cation is most important in developing
discipline. Mahajana was started with
the object of imparting education in
a Hindu background, and therefore
religious education always received pride
of place, Music and practical training
have served to round off the education
and make it a complete preparation for
citizenship.

Mahajana today is what it is solely
due to the untiring efforts of Mr, Jaya-
ratnam.  His leadership, his easy
accessibility, sympathy and consideration
for the less fortunate and tact enabled
him to build up a first class institution.
Soft spoken but firm in decision, Mr.
Jayaratnam maintained discipline without

harshness and endeared himself to the
parents and teachers alike. His wide
outlook and desire to ensure that

Mahajana will be in the forefront of
education, gave Tellippalai an excellent
school providing training for leadership
and citizenship. Already the old students
of Mahajana are holding positions of
responsiblity in all walks of life—in the
professions, in Government Service, In
business and industry, so much so that
wherever you go, you might knock against
an old boy of Mahajana. May 1 add
that [ too am proud to call myself
an old boy of Mahajana and conclude
wishing Mr. Jayaratnam many happy
years of service in his retired life.

C. Balasingam, C.C.S.

Retd. Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Health.
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ON THE EVE OF HIS RETIREMENT



THE ILLUSTRIOUS SON
OF A COURAGEOUS FATHER

Mahajana brought forth under modest and strained circumstances
had made such fast strides in the course of a few years, so as to
attain Super Grade status and shines today as one of the brightest
stars in the firmament of education in Ceylon. It was started by the
late Mr. Thuraiappahpillai with the primary object of giving education
with a religious background 1o the predominantly Hindu children of i1he
surrounding villages. Mahajana today had outstriped the narrow limits
it was originally intended for, by being recognised by Govermment as
an All Island College. It is therefore a matter of great pride to the
Hindus of Ceylon 1o have a college of such eminence for the education
of their children. The noble and exalted aspirations of the Founder
have thus been translated into action by his illustrious son, if not by him.

Anyone knowing both the father and the son will not fail to be
struck by the rare qualities such as courage of conviction, sincerity of
purpose and devotion to duty being common to both of them and
infer that the som had inherited the qualities from the father. The
JSather breaks away from the powerful American Missionaries who had
the full backing of the Government of the day and launches single
handed on the stupendous task of starting a Hindu school. The son,
keen on the expansion of the college so as to provide accommodation
to the growing numbers and to give them a better type of education
embarks on building more and more class rooms and laboratories
without giving a thought to the where withal of achieving the objectives.
The wonder is that both had, against all odds, succeeded ‘in their
endeavour.

In common with everything material Mahajana too had its share of
set backs. The first came with the taking over of all assisted schools
by the Government. The Principal, undaunted, carried on his selfless
task with unflagging interest and enthusiasm; but the crushing blow fo
Mahajana and to the Principal came with the compulsory retirement of
teachers at 55. The elaborate laboratory he had undertaken to build
which by now would have been completed, had come to a grinding halt.
It is our hope and prayer that the new Principal now securely,
set in saddle, will bring it to fruition before long, so as to maintain
the Mahajana tradition.

May Lord give Mr. Jayaratnam peace of mind and prosperity to
lead a happy and contented retired life.

1 have also to thank the Editor of the ‘Mahajanan’ for giving me
the opportunity to express my admiration of the sterling qualities of
Mr. Jayaratnam, ol
S. Kandiah
Retd. Soil Chemist



-THE ARCHITECT OF MAHAJANA

My association with Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam extends over a period of nearly
twenty years. I have worked with him as an assistant for thirteen years and as
Deputy Principal for the last seven years. The rapid growth of Mahajona during
this period is phenomenal. The period from 1952 — 1962 may be termed the Golden
Age of Mahajana. The school was established in 1910 and it had to struggle for its
€xistence against heavy odds. The dynamic leadership of the Founder and his fore-
Sight made the institution develop on right lines. He instilled into the children right
values and traditions based on Hindu culture.  After the demise of the Founder in
1929 the task fell on the ample shoulders of Mr. Chinnappah who to the best
of his ability carried on the traditions of the Founder. After his death in 1945 the
mantle wis taken up by the chip of the old block, the worthy son of the worthy
Founder. Rapid progress unprecedented in the annals of any other institution was the
order of the day. Science laboratories were put up to cater to the needs of the
Advanced Level Students. Under his regime, Mahajana could proudly boast of
hundreds of students who  entered the portals of the University of Ceylon.
Scores of students  entered  the faculties of Medicine, Physical Science,
Engineering and Arts annually from our Institution. In fact Mahajana College became
a veritable university shedding its culture and lustre not only on Tellippalai and its
environs but far and wide throughout the Island of Lanka. Many a student came
to drink at this Fount of knowledge from the far nooks and corners of Ceylon,
The spacious Assembly Hall and the administration block are an everlasting monument
to the dynamic energy of Mr. T. T. Jayarainam. W hatever he touched he turned
into gold. Under his indefatigable leadership our college celebrated its Golden and
Diamond Jubilees. Qur Principal believed in a Total Education which catered to the
whole development of the human personality. He had only one criterion in education
which he used to tell us very often—ie. the true interests of the student. That was
the measuring rod by which he judged the work of his staff. It was a pleasure to
work under such a great and understanding educationist. His ever present smile and
encouragement spurred on his co:operating staff to build Mahajana to glorious heights. He
himself set an example by toiling hard in the interests of the institution. It is rather
unfortunate that such a colourful and dynamic personality should be moved from ouy
midst by the new dispensation to retire teachers before sixty. Though he has retired
from the scene, it consoles us a great deal that he is still with us to guide us in
running the institution. He will be a guide and source of inspiration to us on whose
shoulders has fallen the responsibility of guiding the destinies of Mahajana. May
Almighty Shiva shower the choicest blessings on him and his family.

M. Mahadevan
Principal, Mahajana College.
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AN ASSESSMENT

Anno Domini 1913. On the 24th
of October an event took place at the
humble lodging of Mr. Taylor Thuraiappah-
pillai of Tellippalai and this was to shape
the destinies of thousands and thousands
yet unborn. A perspiring father was pacing
restlessly up and down to hear the out-
come of the travails his loving wife was
undergoing in one of the inner chambers.
With a sigh of relief he heard that he
had been blessed with a son.
knew no bounds and he thanked the
Giver of all good things for His bounties
as his prayer had now been answered.
He appraised the boy’s weight and found
him a chubby chap; not merely a chip
of the old block or the whole block itself;
but much more than the block itself.
He then made a tryst with destiny and
yclept him  Jayaratnam—a nomenclature
which was to become famous in the
educational circles of Ceylon.

At the age of five, young Jayaratnam
followed his father to school. He did
not whine nor was he unwilling, for it
was only a home from home and the
link he formed with Mahajana at that
tender age was to last for over half
a century during which period he was
pupil, teacher and Principal. The teachers
who taught him at the beginning later
became his willing and admiring assistants
when he became the head of the school.
The proverbial poverty of the pedagogue
pursued Mr, Taylor Thuraiappahpillai
and when he died at the comparatively
young age of 57, he bequeathed young
Jayaratnam a great financial burden and
family responsibility. Teaching was and
is not a profitable profession and teachers
like musicians belonged to the starving
fraternity., They were mnot sure of
a régular income and if music meant
a dead living, teaching meant a living

J-7
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death. That was why the sage of Chelsea
observed, It is better to perish than
continue school-mastering.”

Mr. K. Chinappah who succeeded
Mr. Thuraiappahpillai took the orphaned
lad under his protective wings and
steered a course for him. Therefore as
a result of the early demise of his
father he became a teacher at the young
age of twenty and later entered the one
and only Training College for English
Teachers in Ceylon, at Thurstan Road,
Colombo.

On completion of his training he
came back to Mahajana and worked as
an assistant teacher under the late Mr,
K. Chinnappah.

It was at the time he took unto
himself Miss Raniratnam Ponniah, his
own cousin, as his partner in life. The
alliance was a cent percent success,
Mild and homely she with a serene and
cheerful disposition proved to be a
haven and a comforter to a man worn
out with his multiplicity of labours.
Under her tender care he settled down
to the most significant period of his
life—the principalship of Mahajana
College- Moreover as the pledges of her
affection she gave him four golden-hued
cherubs to enhance his happiness.

Absolutely free from any trace of
egotism they are all imbued with the
spirit of service—the real Taylor tradition.

In Mr, Jayaratnam’s life the inevitable
does not always occur but the un-
expected happens. In the year 1945 Mr.
K. Chinnappah, who for all intents and
purposes, appeared quite hale and hearty
passed away all too suddenly. Mr,
Jayaratnam was compelled to accept the
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Principalship of the school and he
accepted this onerous post in a prayer-
ful attitude. From the date of his
assumption the school made rapid progress
in all spheres and its fame spread to
the three corners of the country. In a
very short period he achieved what a
denominational Board of Directors of an
educational institution with modest ambi-
tions would have hoped to achieve in
twenty years. The rise was so phenomenal
that he came to be regarded as a
model. He gave all the facilities that
any city college could boast of, to a
rural school. In short he brought the
_city to the country. Without any
exaggeration it can be said that at the
international conference of Secondary
School Heads, if merit is the only
consideration, Mr. Jayaratnam has a
strong claim to represent Ceylon. It
will not be out of place to refer here
to Mr. K. Krishnapillai, who was second
in command and stood shoulder to
shoulder with Mr. Jayaratnam in building

Mahajana. Scion of a long line of
benefactors who made endowments to
temples, schools and other charities,

Mr, K. Krishnapillai never stinted any-
thing if it was necessary for the onward
march of Mahajana. In fact he over-
worked himself without any consideration
for the drain on his purse or'the straip
on his health.
that these two men raised Mahajana to
the highest pinnacle of its glory, It
was the happy privilege of the present
writer to have been associated with

It cannot be gainsaid

these two during this time; but he was
only a mere hyphen between two inspired
syllables.

The retirement of Mr., Jayaratnam
came as a bolt from the blue to the
students and to the publicc He was
wrenched from Mahajana like flesh from
a living body. So many memories of
the past come to the mind and memory
like a malady is eating my soul away
as I pen these lines. Mr. Jayaratnam
stands before me as handsome as a

. young prince out of the Old Testament

with an active and enlarged mind within
his youthful corporeal frame. Handsome
as his face is, it becomes incomparably
more lovely when he smiles and enlivens
everything about him. He captures the
heart of any one, neck and crop, by his
symmetrical figure and his fetching smile.

¢ On the 1st of January Mr. Jayaratnam
relinquished the Principalship of Mahajana
College. When the new academic year
began on the 9th, the teachers, the taught
and the others who went to Mahajana
observed a vacancy, a voidness, a vacuum—
the most observed of all observers, the
great land mark, the architect was not
there. ‘
“Remembrance wakes with all
her busy train,
Swells at my breast, and
turns the past to pain’ )

C. Sinnathamby B. A. (Lond.)
Dip-in-Ed. (Cey.)

Fomerly of the Tutorial Staff,
Mahajana College
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A BORN LEADER AND ADMINISTRATOR

Whatever the yardstick be, Mahajana
today stands out pre-eminently as a
model institution and bids fair to become
a vigorous centre of higher learning.

The success story of Mabajapa is
almost the success story of Mr, Jaya-
ratnam, our Principal Emeritus. Founded
and nurtured by an illustrious father,

Mahajana has blossomed out into its
present form wunder the care of his
illustrious son.: He has lived through

the College ever since its strides in
development. He is there always and
one can even say that his blood runs
through the veins of the beauty that
- is Mahajana. A prince among men, a
born leader and administrator, he had
laid the edifice for the future growth
and prosperity of Mahajana. Due to
his untiring efforts, a peaceful - and
serene atmosphere, helpful to the pursuit
of education, culture and a harmonious
development of the body, mind and soul,
pervades the two and a half acre campus,

From the standpoint of the agony
of our own involvement in education it
is my humble opinion that his contribu-
tion to education is beyond evaluation.
He never relied on powers of intuition
to run the college. Careful planning and
consultation of an objective nature
preceded all his actions. Once he made
up his mind on anything, he carried out
his decisions without any mental reserva-
tions, come what may. He was never
satisfied with passive adjustment to the
nature cycle nor was he a mute witness
to heinous crimes perpetrated in edu-
cation. Everybody eagerly looked forward
to be enlightened by his pronouncements
on educational problems in his Annual
Prize Day reports.

A sense of thoroughness, a heart for
action, urbane simplicity, affable manners,
vision, munificence and eloquence in
the mother tongue and in the English
language were always his strong points
and they endeared him to everyone. Our
Principal, illustrated to us by his actions
how one could make one’s life full of
rhythm and music if one took care of
every detail.

/ He gave the lie to the notion that

education was meant only for the elite
and paved the way for many a son
and daughter of the Ampanai farmers to
enter the portals of our Universities and
thereafter occupy positions of eminence
both in the public and the private sector.

Our Principal was never satisfied
with basking in the reflected glories of
the past. He wanted everyone to get
involved in a meaningful way and
participate in the making of a glorious
present and paved the way for a stil]
more glorious future. He always wanted
a thread of continuity to pervade the
successes and achievements: of Mahajana.

Armed with an extra-ordinary sense
of perception he could discern in every-
one a latent talent which he harnessed
in the service of Mahajana, The unique
beauty of his way of doing things was
that everyone felt consulted even though
one’s contribution may have been very
little.

By gentle persuasion he has trained
many a man who' tried to make their
personal frustration a rationale for
aggressive action and through this process
made everybody duty bound.
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One could always see in his manner
and deportment, the perfection of courtesy.
We see in him a happy blend of every-
thing good of the East and the West
which charms everyone, who comes into
contact with him. Even in anger, our
Principal seldom flies into a rage but
with his penetrative and radiating smile
he is able to convey to others what he
exactly feels about a problem. He has
pleasing ways of winning people round
to his point of view and his powers of
gentle persuasion have been able to draw
generous benefactions from all and
sundry. Everybody recognised and res-
pected him as the undisputed head.
Everybody felt that the . Principal was
very close to him while in fact he was
almost equi-distant from everyone.

He  did. ‘dot  believe "in /. cheap
popularity nor did he ever play to the
gallery. He has always been keen to
give the students and teachers creativity,
but at the same time took full precaution
to see that they did not succumb to
the anarchist view of no syllabus no
time table. He channelled the flow of
student energies to constructive ways.
He tactfully spotted potential law breakers
and trained them for citizenship. We
could never forget the piety with which
he kindled the spiritual consiousness of
both students and teachers. The leader-
ship and guidance he has provided for
the people and institutions of the area
mark him out as a pattern of civic
piety.

He has the courage and dexterity
to steer through any difficulty. There
were times when Mahajana was caught
up in the volley and vortex of turmoils
but no one ever felt uneasy because our
Principal was there to steer ahead

through such turmoils with vision and
v fortitude,

The marvellous growth of the
Mahajana campus under his stewardship
will ever stand as a monument to his
services. Today we see him ripe in
years and graciousness. Even today, and
for ever I dare say that the College
will continue to come first in his daily
thoughts. He was born great and he
achieved greatness. Therefore the question
of greatness being thrust upon him does
not arise and will not arise. He will
always be great.

Perhaps it is an irony of fate and
an indication of the tragedies of our
times that Mahajana could not enjoy
his services as Principal at least for a
few more years.

In conclusion, striking a personal
note, 1 should say in all humility that
it was he who shaped my future in
full measure. When I was rather reluctant
to proceed further after getting through
my Senior School Certificate Examination
it was he, who, as guide, friend and
philosopher, insisted that I must go in
for higher education. The guidance he
has given me has proved a powerful
incentive to my advancement. The Civics
and the Logic I studied from him
is still fresh in my mind and has

- always stood me in good stead.

Let us all in our own small way
work for the future growth of Mahajana.
That and that alone can please him
more than anything else.

A. Ratnam
Lecturer, Polytechnical Institute,
Jaffna



~THE DAWN OF A GOLDEN ERA

T. T. Jayaratnam, son of an illustrious father took up the stewardship of
Mahajana at the early age of 32. His dedication to education made the task of
building up the school his sole ambition in life. Mr. Jayaratnam inherited from his
father his versatility and the noble spirit of service, which earned for him the gratitude
and good-will of the public.

I assumed duties as a teacher at Mahajana in the year 1926 and retired in the
Julness of time in 1965. So I am in a position to know the many difficulties that
confronted the father and the son. For M. Jayaratnam life was not a bed of roses.
The untimely death of his father cast on his young shoulders a great burden. The
ways of God are mysterious and Mr. Jayaratnam joined Mahajana as a teacher,
This proved to be a great blessing not only to Tellippalai and its adjoining villages,
but also to many other parts of Ceylon. The death of Mr. K. Chinnappah in 1945
came as a great shock to Mr. Jayaratnam, on whom fell the mantle of responsibility.
His period of principalskip covered a litile over quarter of a century. The history
of these twenty-five years deserves to be written in letters of gold. The college distin-
guished itself both in the academic and other spheres of activity. In fact the school
became the envy of many older and better endowed schools. As a Principal he had
the intuition to select the right man for the right job. He never swerved Srom the
path of duty and this enabled him 10 get the co-operation of the parents and the
public. Moreover Mr Jayaratnam watched the interests of all the students and kept
in touch with them even after they had left school. I would also like to stress the
religious fervour of Mr. Jayaratnam. He is a great observer of Hindu Culture and
rites and whenever he launched on any task whether great or small he invoked the
benediction of Lord Shiva. His unceasing activity was infectious and his assistants became
his willing co-workers. The espirt de corps that prevailed at Mahajana during  his
regime captured the hearts of all. It is sad to think that he had to retire under the
new dispensation of the government. If he had been allowed to continue till his
sixtieth year he would have accomplished much more, He had his plains for an up-to-date

. laboratory, a larger campus and a hostel with all modern Jacilities, a little away from
the college premises. In concluding this article I thought of the following lines from
a poem written by him for the Silver Jubilee Number of the Mahajanan.

“If you can fully trust that all you do
Is e'er directed by the Hand of Heaven
If you with truth can tread Great Duty’s way
Using the leav'n of love that all doth leaven
And at God's feet the fruits of your toil lay."

C. Sinnathurai B. A.
Formerly of the Sraff
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Seated :
Standing :

Second Eleven Soccer Champions J. S. S. A. — 1967

UNBEATEN TEAM IN THE NORTH

The Principal, A. Jegasothy, P. Kugathasan (Captain), K. Sivakumaran, R. Navaratnam, A.

A. Skandarajah, T. Kanageswaran, P. Tharumakulasingam, S. Kumarasamy, S. Q@Q:%S\SNEF
singam, K. Kamalanathan, R. Kajasingam.

Jogaratnam,
V. Thavaraja-
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M. Vamadevarajah

CAPTAINED THE ALL CEYLON SCHOOLS HOCKEY TEAM
IN 1966



R. Mahendra

VICE-CAPTAIN OF THE ALL CEYLON SCHOOLS
HOCKEY TEAM — 1970



TO SIR WITH LOVE

I joined Mahajana College in the year 1969; but I had heard o)
its great name and fame long before. Many people spoke in glowing
terms of the Principal of Mahajana College and its achievements.
I longed to see him. Still more I wanted to study in the school that
was run by him. It was with great awe and respect that [ entered
the precincts of Mahajana College. There was an atmosphere of calm
as the children returned from the College after their morning prayers.

I asked one of the students where I could see the Principal. He
pointed out to Mr. Jayaratnam who was himself returning from the
temple. When he entered the office, I approached and greeted him
in a jaltering voice, ‘Good morning Sir’ He returned the greetings
in a sweet manner and the opinion I was given about him was confirmed.
He gave me confidence and sent me with the peon to one of the
Advanced Level Classes to study Science.

From the very outset I was quite at home at Mahajana. Our
Principal is not only active in himself but is the cause of Activity in
others. He scorned idleness and dilly-dallying. He wanted us to be
complete men. He appreciated smartness, honesty, a keen sense of
duty and hard work. From the very start | was a hosteller at Mahajana.
He took a deep interest in the activities of the hostellers and their
well-being.  Very often he paid visits to the hostel and knew
all about every hosteller. From what I knew of Mr. Jayaratnam
he ‘is a great administrator and educationist. Those of us who had
been lucky to be at Mahajana will always remember him with kind
thoughts and gratitude. As one who has entered the University from
Mahajana I shall always cherish the utmost regard for our beloved
Principal.

Mohamed M. M. Jameel

President, Science Association
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FROM THE GOLDEN BOOK OF MAHAJANA

I have profitted very much from the opportunity
to visit the College this morning. I hope this will prove
to be the first of a number of such occasions. Good
luck to the College’s A — Level Medical stream with
whom [ spent so enjoyable a time.

~— Leonard Tibbitts.
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Seated :

Standing

Second Eleven Soccer ﬂngﬁm@jm J. 8. S. A. — 1961

Mr. P. Ehamparam, Mr. S. Pancharatnam, N. Jegatheeswaran (Captain), S. Viravanathan,
The Principal,

S. Manickavasagar, P. Alfred Joseph, S. Sivanesan, S. S. Sivanesan, N. Qnamgasce.:}\c. K. Vinayagamoorthy,
S. Thirugnanasampanthar, V. T. Mahalingam, K. Umamaheswaran, M. Sivanesan, R. Selvarajah.
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Three Mahajanans in the C. S. F. A.
WON THEIR COLOURS IN 1969

N. Vadeeveshwaran K. Mohanram S.. Rajaratnam

All Ceylon Athletic Honours

S. Sivarajah K. Kandiah
LAURELS FOR LONG JUMP MADE HIS MARK IN THE
MILE RACE
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FROM THE GOLDEN BOOK OF MAHAJANA

] have had the pleasure of giving a talk in this
College and see the working of the institution. It is
one of the finest institutions [ have seen in Ceylon.
The students are well disciplined — the atmosphere is
inspiring the teachers are deeply devoted. It is a

pleasure to visit such a College and share ones thoughts

with them.
N. Giridhara Prasad.
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FROM THE GOLDEN BOOK OF MAHAJANA

I am very happy to have come up for the A|L Students’ annual function. It has
been a very»st‘imulating experience.
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1945:

1946 :

1947 :

1948 :

1949 :

1950 :

1951 :

1952 :

1953

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF
EVENTFUL STEWARDSHIP

Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam is installed as Principal on 3-9-1945.
Inauguration of a Building Expansion Fund with a target of one lakh.

All available land is cleared, a well right at the centre of the campus
is filled and the foundation laid by the Founder for a house for himself
at the northern most end, is demolished to provide a playground for the
College.

The College enters the J. S. S. A. Soccer Tournament for the first time.

Facilities are provided for the teaching of Physics, Chemistry and Biology.
The present College Crest is designed.

The Colombo Branch of the Alumni is inaugurated.

The Principal is Hony. Secretary of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association.

Teaching of Science begins in right earnest.
Principal flies to India to select Science graduates., The first batch arrives

in May.
The School is raised to Grade II status.

H. S. C. Science classes are formed.

The Saraswathy Primary School is amalgamated with the College. There
are classes now from the Kindergarten to the University Entrance,

Building project is started in a big way. Several classrooms spring up to
cope with the rush for admissions.

The College is raised to Grade I status.

The Principal is President of the, Northern Province Teachers’ Association.

An earnest attempt is made to raise funds by bringing Film Stars from
India. The Principal makes two trips to Madras in this connection,

The College Song and the Flag Song take shape.

The new Physics Laboratory is declared open.

Land is acquired on the northern side to extend the playground.

The present Chemistry Laboratory is declared open.

More than half -an-acre of land is acqui{réd for further expansion,



1954:

1955:

1956 :

1957

1958 :

1959:

BEN e

A Carnival and Raffle is organised op a mammoth scale at the Jaffna
Esplanade. The Hon’ble the Minister of Education declares it open. The
participation of outstanding Indian Artistes makes it the show of the year.

The carnival which extends to well nigh a month is an unqualified success.
The Principal visits the four corners of the Island to push the raffle ticket

sales. Proceeds exceed a lakh.
The College Hostel is started on a modest scale.
This is indeed the Annus Mirabilis of Mahajana College.

The Foundation Stope is laid for the Golden Jubilee Block which is to
include the Thuraiappahpillai Assembly Hall and the Library. The old T shaped
building makes way for the new structure,

A king size workshop is built to provide courses in Wood work, Claywork,
Coir-work and Weaving.

We are runners up at the J. S. S A, Athletic Meet.

We win the J. S. S. A, Second Eleven Soccer Championship.

Once again we acquire land on the North-eastern side for additional
buildings.

The present Biology Laboratory is opened.

We are runners-up at the J. S S. A. Athletic Meet for the second year
i succession.

The Principal is Hony. Secretary of the Northern Province Principals Associ-
ation.

The Principal leaves for Malaya to raise funds to complete the Golden
Jubilee Block.

The Principal returns in February after his successful tour of Malaya.
The Principal celebrates his Silver Jubilee as teacher.

The College comes forward to conduct one of the high festivals at Thiru-
ketheeswaram and one at Maviddapuram Kandaswamy Temple.
Five more class-rooms and an additional dormitory are provided.

We are runners-up at the J. S. S. A. Athletic Meet for the third year ip
succession.

Half an acre of land is acquired for the extension of the playground,

The Workshop is further extended and a room is provided for Dance classes
on the eastern side.

The Western wing of .the college .with an Open Air Theatre in the middle
comes into being.

We come third at the Inter Collégiate Athletic Meet conducted by the
Jo: S8, Al st :



1960 :

1961 :

1962 :

1963 :

1964 :

1965 :

)

The College celebrates its Golden Jubilee with a Carpival and Educational
Exhibition. Distinguished personalities from all over Ceylon participate.

-Dr. Nicholas Attygale, Vice-Chancellor, University of Ceylon opens the

storeyed structure put up to commemorate the event.

The College Temple dedicated to Lord Natarajan is consecrated with all
pomp and ceremony.

The curtain rings down on the Private Aided Schools’ system.

The State takes over the Assisted Schools and Mahajana which has now
grown into one of the leading schools in the Island becomes a Director
managed institution, The number of pupils exceeds 1800.

We are Second Eleven champions and First Eleven Finalists in Soccer.

School is raised to Supra Grade Status,

We once again become Second Eleven Champions i Soccer.

The School is vested in the Crown as from 1st February and becomes &
Government Institution for all intents and purposes.

Three of our Scouts represent Ceylon at the Asian Scout Jamboree held in Tokyo.

The Principal is President of the Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association.

Our Intermediate Girls P, T. Squad ranks first in the All-Island Contest
conduct d by the Department of Education and receives the trophy from the
Governor-General.

Thirty eight of our students enter the University of Ceylon, the highest
for any institution in Jaffna that year. Of these ten are for the Faculty
of Medicine —once again the highest for any Jaffna School that year.

Our Group Scout Master Mr. C. S. Subramaniam and Scout K. Vishnubala
represent Ceylon at the Eleventh World Jamboree held in Greece.

The Principal continues as President of the Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association.

The Government gifts two class rooms,

We are First Eleven Champions in Soccer.

The Principal is Honorary Secretary of the All-Ceylon Headmasters” Con-
ference. :

Our children get the highest number of points and win the Ganesha Iyer
Shield in the Tamil Elocution Contest held by the N. P. T. A,

We are once again runners-up at the J. S. S. A Athletic Meet. ,\7

We win both the Senior and Junior championships in the tournament
conducted by the Jafina Schools’ Hockey Association.



Our Intermediate P. T. Squad

0

RECEIVED THE TROPHY FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
HAVING COME OUT FIRST IN THE ISLAND=—1963






1966 :

1967 :

1968 :

1969 :

1970 :

ST Lo i
We come first in the All-Island Tamil Drama Competition conducted by
the Ceylon Arts Council.

The Principal continues as Secretary of the All Ceylon Headmasters® Conference.

We win the J. S. S. A. Second Eleven and Third Eleven Soccer Championships.
Our Hockey Captain leads the All Ceylon School Boys’ Team which toured India.

Once again we come first in the Tamil Drama Competition conducted by
the Ceylon Arts Council,

We are runners-up in the All Island Schools’ Science Quiz Competition,
We are first in the All Island Tamil Drama Competition conducted by
the Ceylon Arts Council for the third time in succession.

The Principal is President of the Northern Province Principals’ Asso-
ciation.

We inaugurate the Diamond Jubilee Building Fund with a target of three lakhs.

We come first in the Tamil Drama Competition conducted by the Ceylon
Arts Council for the fourth time.

We win the First Eleven Soccer championship for the second year in succession,
The Principal continues as President of the Northern Province Principals’
Association,

We come first in the Drama Competition conducted by the Ceylon Arts
Council for the fifth year in succession.

We win the First Eleven Soccer Championship for the third year in
succession.

~We lay the Foundation for the New Science Block to commemorate the

Diamond Jubilee of the College.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the College are held on a grand scale. A
Carnival and Educational Exhibition mark the event,

We are First Eleven Soccer Champions for the fourth year in succession
To cap it all, we win the All Ceylon Championship at the All Ceylon
Schools Soccer Tournament conducted by the Ceylon = Schools’ Football
Association and are awarded the Sir John Tarbat Shield.

We win the All-Island Science Quiz Competition organised by the School
Service of the C. B. C. .

The Principal who piloted the College from success to success {or a quarter
of a century and who may well and truly be called the Architect of
Mahajana College as we know it today, lays down the reins of office under
the new retirement rule,
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Diamond Jubilee Prive Yiving

A Guard of Honour
to the Chief Guest
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy

The Chief Guest A rare occasion when
makes the , the mother gives away
Prize Day Speech the prize to the daughter

The Principal
reads the
The College choir Report

A Section of the
V.1, P.s. present

W elcome Speech
by Mas. F.J. J. Balaratnam

Dr. K. Kailasapathy
delivers the
2 Founder Memorial
Address

Dr. V. Sivagnanavel
proposes the
Vote of Thanks

The English Playlet

A Husbdnd for Breakfast’
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT— 1970
Worthy Guests, Parents, Old Boys, Old Girls, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my proud privilege to weicome
you all once again to our Founder’s
Day and Prize Giving. 1 need hardly
say how mindful we are of the honour
you have done us by your presence
with us in such large numbers, The
interest you always take in the College
has been an unfailing source of strength
to us. Ladies and gentlemen, you
have put us into a deep debt of gratitude.

I have a special word of welcome
to our Chief Guest Prof, P. Kanaga-
sabapathy. Sir, it is indeed a pleasure
that we have this year a guest of your
stature to make the Prize Day Speech.
I welcome you, not only as the Head
of the Department of Mathematics in the

University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, but
also as a distinguished parent and a
close friend of the College. The un-

swerving interest you have taken in the
intellectual and social welfare of the
students in your charge and the appreci-
ation you have shown of their problems
and aspirations have earned for vou the
esteem and regard of the entire student
community at Peradeniya. We arc aware
also of the important role you played
in ‘the construction of a Temple for
Murugan in the University Campus.
Your presence with us this evening is
indeed a source of great imspiration to
. our students,

We are glad to welcome Mrs. Kanaga-
sabapathy as the dutiful architect of
her husband’s fortunes. As one taking
a deep interest in the education of
women and a practical exponent of the
Hindu way of life, she is undoubtedly
a model to our womanhood. The students
who will receive their prizes at her
hands are indeed privileged.

We are glad to have with us this
evening Dr, K. Kailasapathy. Lecturer
in Tamil in the University of Ceylon,
Colombo, to deliver the Founder Memorial
Address. As a rising star in the firma-
ment of Tamil learning and scholarship
and as one destined to play a big part
in the great Tamil revival that is coming
over the country, you have won the
hearts and minds of all those interested
in Tamil letters both in Ceylon and in
India.

We have great pleasure in welcoming
Dr. V. Sivagnanavel, a distinguished old
student of the College, who has so kindly
consented to propose a vote of thanks
to:night.

We at Mahajana College look upon
the Founder’s Day, dedicated to the
memory of the late Mr. T. A. Thurai-
appapillai, and the Prize Giving which
is held along with it, as an occasion
of solemn thanks giving. But the function
tonight has an aura of special significance.
It is associated with the Diamond Jubilee
of the College and is a precursor to
the festivities that have "~ been planned
to celebrate the event. Sixty years is
not a very long period in the history
of an institution, and we are glad that
Mahajana has, during this relatively
short period, attained very great heights
in both academic and non-academic
spheres.

The story of Mahajana College in
its early years was one of great trials
and tribulations. The peculiar circum-
stances in which the school came to be
founded, the extremely humble beginnings
from which it rose to its Present position,
the courage, faith and determination
with which the Founder battled against



heavy odds and the ultimate Vvictory
that was his, lend an epic character to
its history. If the first twenty years
was a period of struggle and  sacrifice,
the next fifteen years was one of conser-
vation and consolidation. It was during
this time that the school got set for
its next leap forward. The third stage
of about twentyfive years has been an
era of dynamic growth and expansion.
Mahajana has, during this period, provided
itself with adequate grounds and build-
ings, improved the quality of education
and taken its place among the foremost
schools of the Island.

It is significant that though the
College was the result of individual
enterprise the Founder dedicated it to
the people and chose to call it “Mahajana™.
The concern he had for the people and
the faith he reposed in them were
amply reciprocated by them whenever
he had to tide over a crisis. How they
rallied round him when he had to carry
on the school during the first eight years
of its existence without any aid what-
soever from the State, and how readily
they came to his help when the entire
school building was washed away by
the floods of 1918, reveal that the trust
was not at all misplaced. More recently
the public responded magnificently when
we called for funds for the implementation
of our programme of expansion.
to its name Mahajana has always borne
the stamp of the People’s institution.

Another significant feature about
Mahajana js its national character. The
great religious revival that was ushered
in by savants like Sri La Sri Arumuoga

Navalar in the North and the Ven.
Anagarika Dharmapala in the South,
found its echo in almost every town,

village and hamlet in Ceylon. Institutions
for the propagation of religious tenets
and the revival of indigenous culture,
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sprang up in all parts of the land; and
it was in the wake of this renaissance
that Secondary Schools of our category
came to be started in various parts of
the Island. Mahajana College has fervently
and consistently kept before it the objective
for which it was started. We are glad

that the College has over the years
maintained its natiomal and religious
complexion,
Numbers:

The number on Roll at present is
1515, This is made up as follows:

Boys Girls Total

G E, ALE
(Grades 11 & 12): 206 75 281

6t S DR Tty 1

(Grades 9 & 10): 386 234 620
J. S. C. (Grade 8) 157 83 240
Senior School 749 392 1141
Grades 6—7 146 94 240
Grades 5—4 86 48 134
Kanishta School 2394147 374
Total 981 534 1515

In accordance with the new plan of
reorganization we have been progressively
dropping our Jlower classes from Grade 1. -
In three more years we shall have classes
only from Grade 8§ to Grade 12.

Staff:

There are 64 teachers on the staff
and of these 26 are graduates. The
following changes took place during
the year.

Mr. S. M. Thillainathan, Specialist
Trained in Mathematics, was transferred
to a school nearer home in July 1969.
Quiet and unostentatious he was an
efficient teacher of Mathematics in the
Middle School.
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Mr. T. Thambirajah B. Sc. (Cey.)
was likewise transferred to a school
in his home town in November 1969,

As a teacher of Chemistry and Zoology
in the Advanced Leve]l Ciasses and as
one of the House Masters he proved
himself to be a very valuable member
of the staff.

Miss G. R. Chellappah, Secondary
Trained, went back to join the Staff of
the Kopay Teachers’ Training College
in August last after three years of service
here. She was a conscientious and efficient
teacher of English. 1 wish her well in
her new sphere of work.

Mr. S. Kanagarajah B. Sc. who was
closely connected with the school as
student and teacher for over twenty years,
was transferred to a School in the Mutur
district in October last. As the Prefect
of Studies, as the Master in charge
of all our school examinations, as a
House Master, as a Hostel Warden for
some time and as one who helped me
ungrudgingly in my administrative work
he held a very important place in the
life of the school. His transfer has been
a great loss to Mahajana in many ways.
I wish him every success in his new
school.

Mr. N. Thevabalasingam, Specialist
Trained in English, joined a school in
the Jaffna Circuit im  March this year
after about three years’ stay here. He
was in charge of our Training Programme
in English Language Skills and was also
very helpful in all our extra curricular
activities including English Drama and
Athletics. 1 wish him well in his new
school,

Mr. P. Kanagasabapathy, B. Sc. (Hons.)
left us in May this year on his appoint-
ment as principal of Erlalai Government
Senior School. As our Senior Zoology
Master for 13 years, as a House master,

as the Vice-Patron of our Advanced
Level Students® Union and as our Prefect
of Discipline he occupied a key position
in the School. His transfer has removed
from our midst a very valuable member
of the staff. He has however, agreed to
continue as the General Secretary of
our Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 1
congratulate him on his well merited
promotion and wish him all the best in
his new school.

Two of our veteran teachers retired
from service during the year. Mr, T,
Suntharamoorthy, Teachers’ Certificate
(Tamil) retired in September last after
about seventeen years of devoted service
here. As one who was in charge of
compiling our school statistics he was
of great assistance to me. He also helped
it. our religious activities in a big way.
I wish him a long period of retired
lite:

Mr. K. Sundarampillai, Teachers’
Certificate (English) retired in May this
vear after over forty years of service.
He started teaching here way back in
1929 under the Founder and has since
then rendered very loyal and meritorious

service to the College. -He helped us
very much in all our extra curricular
activities. I wish him a long spell of

happy retired life.

We had the following additions to
the staff during the year under review,

Mr. P. Kulanathan B. Sc. (Cey.)
joined us in September last. Mr. A. S.
Balasubramaniam B. Sc. (Cey.) Dip. in
Education came to us in October Jlast,
Mrs., M. Thurairajah re-joined our staff
in January this year after completing a
Specialist Course of Training in English
at the Palaly Teachers’ Collage. I welcome
them all and wish them a pleasant
and fruitful stay in our midst.
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Mr. A Ramasamy B. A. (Lond.)
Dip. in Ed. (Cey.) was promoted to Special
Post Grade I with effect from 22-5-1970.
I congratulate him on his well-deserved
promotion. Mr. C. S. Subramaniam
Specialist Science Trained was promoted
to Special Post Grade Il with effect from
26-5-70. I congratulate him on his
well-deserved promotion,

Examination Results:

1. J. S. C. Examination held by the

Northern Province Teachers’ Asso-
ciation:
99 candidates passed out of 162
with 27 in the first division. Five
were awarded Merit Certificates for
outstanding performance in the entire
Examination, while two candidates
obtained Special Prizes — one for
Mathematics and the other for
Social Studies.

G. C. E. Ordinary Level E\:ammatlon
December 1968 (held in March 1969.)
100 candidates had passes in six or
more subjects while 40 had passes
in five out of 370 presented. (These
results came too Jate for my last
year’s report) G. C. E. Ordinary
Level Examination: December 1969.
124 candidates had passes in six or
more subjects while 42 passed in
five out of 393 presented. It is a
noteworthy achievement - that 52
candidates had Distinctions in either
Pure or Applied Mathematics.

3, G. C. E. Advanced Level Examin-
ations: 1968. 11 candidates passed
in four subjects while 24 passed in
three.

[

Admission to the University of Ceylon
at Peradeniva and in Colombo.

of Medicine

of Enginecering

of Physical Science
of Veterinary Science
Faculty of Biological Science
Pdcultv of Arts

Admission to the College of Technology

Faculty
Faculty
Faculty
“Faculty
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G. C. E. Advanced Level Examination
December 1969.

The results have not been released as
yet.

Religious Education:

Mahajana has always attached great
importance to religious education. As a
school started primarily for the Hindu
children of this area it has strained
every nerve to create the necessary religious
atmosphere for their education. Apart
from teaching them regularly the philo-
sophy of Saiva Siddhanta as Jaid down
in our religious books, we provide them
with opportunities for religious practices
and observances. We have built for thema
Hindu Shrine which really forms the
nerve centre of all our religious activities.
The daily assembly together with morning
poojah is conducted in the temple itself.

Abishegams to Sri Nadarajar, Guru
Poojahs of the Saiva Saints and the
observance of important days of religious
significance are also conducted at the
temple. The Navarathiri and the Maha
Sivarathiri are observed with special
poojahs and celebrations.

We have also been conducting annual
festivals at Maviddapuram Kandasamy
Temple and at the historic Thirukethees-
waram Temple. All these religious
activities are headed by our Hindu
Religious Society whose membership is
confined to the Hindu teachers and
Hindu students of the school. A
Committee consisting of representatives
from the staff and students forms the
chief Executive. Mr. D. Sundramoorthy
lyer and Mr. K. Ratnasingam function
as Secretary and Treasurer respectively.

Sports and Games:

We had a heavy programme of Games
and Sports activities, during this year.
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In the Hockey tournament organized by
the Jaffna Schools® Hockey Association
our Senior team won three matches and
lost iwo, while our Juniors won three,
drew one and lost one. Though neither
team reached the championship finals,
the performance of several of our players
was rated to be of a high order and
the following boys were selected to play
in the All Jaffna School Boys’ team:-
S. Santhiralingam (Captain', N. Sribala-
gengatharan, P. Samarakoddy, P. Raja-
kanthan, A. Keerthisinghe, T. Kanakes-
waran and P. Mahendra. The last named
pupil — P. Mahendra — was also chosen
to play in the Ali Ceylon Hockey Eleven
in Colombo. My congratulations go to
them on their very good peformance.

In soccer we entered three teams
for the tournament run by the Jaffna
Schools Sports Association. Our Senior
team  Under 19) won the champion-
ship, sharing honours with Skandavaro-
daya College. Our Second team ( Under
173 were runners-up and our Third
team (Under 16) won two matches,
drew two and lost one in their respective
divisions.

Our Senior Soccer team also played
three matches outside the tournament,
winning two of them comfortably and
losing the third. Special mention has
to be made of K Mohanaram, the
Captain who was in top form through-
out the season and was selected to Captain
the Youth Team sponsored by the Jaffna
Foot ball Association. . K. Mohanaram,
S. Santhiralingam, P. Rajakanthan,
T. Kanakeswaran, N, Siribalagengatharan,
and P. Tharmakulasingam were also
selected to represent All Jaffna,

In Cricket our team played six
matches of which we won three, drew
one and lost two. P. Rajakanthan was
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selected to play in the All Jaffna Under
18 team, while A. Sriskanda was chosen
to play in the All Jaffna Under 20 team.
Both the teams participated in the Inter
Zonal tournament and did very well
indeed.

Our Volley ball and Net ball teams
took part in the knock out competitions
organized by the Education Department,
We also participated in the Inter School
Athletic Meet organized on a Zonal
basis. No Championship was declared
as it was meant to be only a selection
meet for the All Ceylon Schools Athletic
Meet to be held in Colombo later on.

Our girls also took part in the Inter
School Sports Meet organized by the
Jaffna Gifls® Schools’ Sports Association
and won places.

I have to refer to the good work
that is being done in this sphere by
our Prefect of Games Mr. A. Jogaratnam
ably assisted by Mrs. M. Thurairajah,

Mr. T. P. Pathmanathan and Miss

P. Rasiah.

Inter House Competitions:
Competitions . in Drama, Athletics,

Games, Art, Elocution and Essay writing
are held every year and the four Houses
into which the College is divided, take
part in them with enthusiasm. Keen
but healthy rivalry prevails and needless
to say the pupils stretch themselves to
the uttermost, The most thrilling of
them is the Annual Inter House Athletic
Meet which came off this time on the
10th inst. under the patronage of one
of our distinguished Old Boys, Mr. K.
E Kathirgama Lingam, Crown Advocate,
Jaffna. Mrs. Kathirgama® Lingam gave
away the trophies and certificates. The
meet was an unqualified success. Chinniah
House became the Athletic Champions
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for the third time in succession while
Arulampalam House came a good second.
We are grateful to all the officials who
conducted the meet so smoothly and
efficiently.

The Annual Drama Competiton is
another event which calls for great
exertion on the part of the House
Masters and of the pupils alike. This year
the Competition was in Tamil Drama
and the four plays presented reached
a very high standard. Arulampalam House
once again came first with Thuraiappah
a close second.

The All Round championship goes
once again to Arulampalam House, the
runners-up being Chinniah. I am thankful
to the House Masters, Mr. S. Arumuga-
rajah, Mr. S. Pancharatnam, Mr. -C.
Sandirasegari and Mr L. J. Benedict for
all their hard work. I must also thank
Mr. V. Thiagarajah, the Organizing
Secretary of our extra curricular activities
for having conducted the competitions
with so much acceptance.

Inter School Competitions:

Besides the Inter School Competitions
in games and Athletics to which reference
has already been made, we participated
in several other contests and won laurels.

In the finals of the Inter Schocl
Tamil Drama Competition held by the
Arts Council of Ceylon in January 1970
we once again came first and won thc
much coveted challenge trophy for the
fifth year in succession. The play “Guru-
Thedchanai®’ depicting a scene from the
Mahabharatha was written and produced
by Mr. S Cathiresarpillai a member of
our Staff. To him all honour is due.
I must also congratulate the boys and
girls who took part in it and brought
great credit to themselves and to the

_ by the

College. Special mention should be made
of Mas. S. Subramaniam who was
awarded the best actor’s prize.

In the Elocution Competition run by
the Northern Province Teachers® Associ-
ation in 1970 we recorded the following
achievements :

Tamil Elocution :
Post Senior (Boys)

First Place: Mas. N. Shanmugalingam
», Seniors (Girls)

Third Place: Miss J. Meeradevi
Seniors (Boys)

Third Place: Mas, S. Santhiralingam
Inters (Boys)

Third Place:

Mas. S. Thayaparan

English Elocution :
Post Seniors (Girls)

Second Place: Miss K. Bhavani
,, Seniors (Girls)

Third Place: Miss S. Sivakamy
Seniors (Boys)
First Place:

(Girls)
Third Place:

Mas. E. T. Niles
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Miss A. Indramathy

English Essay :
Post Seniors Second Place: A. Indramathy

In the Music Competition also held
Northern Province Teachers’
Association in 1970 we won the following
places:
Individual Singing:

First Place: Miss J. Meeradevi
,, Singing (Juniors)

Third Place: Miss A. Sriranjini
,» Singing (Seniors)

First: Mas. S. Sivagnanarajah.

Group Singing:
First Place
Second Place

Upper Division :
Junior Division :
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In the Al] Ceylon Elocution Contests
conducted by Felanadu the following won
places:

Seniors: First Mas N. Shanmugalingam
Inters : First Mas. R. Pandyan
Juniors: First Mas. A Puranthakan

Second Mas, R. Cheran

I am glad that Mas. N. Shanmuga-
lingam has, in addition to the double
first he gained in Elocution, won first
places and gold medals in two more
competitions, At the Elocution Contest
organized by the Sri Arumuga Navalar
Commemoration Society he came first
and was awarded a Gold Medel. Like-
wise in the All Jaffna Competition for
the Best Actor organized by the Folk
Dance and Cultural Society he was
adjudged the winner and was presented
a Gold Medal. He has thus won four
gold medels all within the space of
a year. I congratulate him heartily

Our pupils took part in the Peria-
puranam Competition held by the Sekkilar
Manram, Two of them Miss S. Malini

and Miss R. Niruba won gold
medals in their respective groups, I
congratulate them on their brilliant
achievement.

Scoﬁting and Guiding:

65 active and enthusiastic boys form
our Scout Troop. Of these three quali-
fied for the Queen’s Scout Badge during
the year. They bave their weekly classes
and quarterly training camps in addition
to rallies and meetings organized on
a district basis. They participated in the
competitions conducted at the Annual
Rally in September last and won places.
Mr. C. S. Subramaniam; our General
Scout Master, is a very keen Scouter
and is also one of the Asst. District
Scout Commissioners of the Jaffna District,

Mrs. G. Y. Veluppillai and Mrs. Ratnavel
continue to do very useful work with
our Wolf Pack.

Mrs G. Thurairatnam is in charge
of a very smart Company of Guides
which consists of about 65 girls. They
have their regular training classes and
are of great help tous at all our school
functions. Mrs, 8. Thuraisamy takes very
good care of our Little Friends, as the
Brownies are now called,

Training in Language Skills:

A training programme in English
Language skills, similar to the one
inaugurated in 1969, is now under way.
All the pupils are given an intensive
training in certain basic language skills
and this is rounded off with competitions
held at school levels and later at circuit,
regional and All-Island levels. Iam glad
to find that this scheme has aroused
a good deal of interest in schools for
the learning and teaching of English, We
have just concluded our competitions
and are training our students for the
circuit contest which is due to be
conducted shorily. Mrs, M. Thurairajah,
1s the chief organizer of this programme
here.

A similar training programme in
Tamil Language skills is also being
carried out all over the Island. Com-
petitions at circuit level are now jn
progress and our pupils are taking part
in them. Mr. V. Ponniah is in charge
of this activity.

Unions and Associations:

Active student organizations have all
along been a happy feature of our life
at Mahajana. They afford students
adequate training in leadership and
provide them with opportunities to initiate
schemes of their own and pilot them
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largely with their own resources. The
chief among these bodies is the Advanced
Level Students’ Union. It holds regular
meetings, conducts inter-school debates
and organizes an Annual Dinner. The
Dinner last year—the sixteenth of the
series _ was held in the Coilege Hall on
the 9th day of November with Prof.
K. S. Gengadharan, Head of the Depart-
ment of Mathematics, University of
Ceylon, Colombo, and Mrs. Gengadharan
as the Chief Guests. The other speakers
on the occasion were Dr. T. Shanmuga-
nathan, Mr. K. Somasundaram and
a student representative from Jaffna
Central College. Mr. P. Kanagasabapathy,
the Vice-Patron, has been guiding the
affairs of the Union very enthusiastically
and successfully.

The Tamil Manram and the Scienge-
Association are two other student bodies

whose membership is confined to the
Advanced Level students. They have
their meetings and debates under the

guidance of Mr. T. Shanmugasundaram
and Mr. S. 1. Sathiosatham respectively

The Literary Association of the other
classes, as also of the Kanishta Section,
have their meetings under the leadership
of their own Presidents and with the
guidance of teachers in charge.

The History and Politics Association,-
the Hindu Religious Society and the Girls’
Union are other student bodies of the
Upper School which carry out their own
programmes of work under the guidance
of responsible teachers.

Parent Teacher Association:

We have an active Parent Teacher
Association which co-operates with the
College and helps her in many ways.
Membership is renewed annually, and we
have today 876 members on our register.

The Association is very keen that the
school should maintain the same standard
of efficiency as during the Assisted School
era, and it does all it can to achieve
this end.

The Annual Parents’ Day, which is
held always with the Kanishta School
Prize Giving, is one of the major
functions of the school and is celebrated
with much interest, It was held this year
on the 20th of March with Mr. S.
Kanthaswamy, Principal of the Sir Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan Junior University,
Palaly, as our Chief Guest. The variety
entertainment which the children provided
on the occasion rteached a very high
standard.

Hostel :

Our Hostel is run on very efficient
lines. Mr. S, Kathirgamathamby, the
Warden, sees to it that the resident pupils
live in comfort, do their work syste-
matically and are kept under proper
discipline. The meals provided are strictly
vegetarian and there is absolutely nothing
to complain about its guality. But the
only difficulty we experience is the lack
of accommodation. We are unable to take
in more than 66 boys, though there is
much clamour for places and we maintain
a long waiting list,

Alumni Association:

The past pupils’ association is also
a very lively oreanization. It had its
Annual General Meeting on the 13th of
April this year. A full day programme,
including lunch, evening tea and indoor
and out door games, was gone through
as usual. Those who participated had a
very enjoyable time indeed. Mrs. T.
Sundararajah and Mr. A. Ratnam have
been re-elected Joint Secretaries for the
coming year,
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The Branch Association in Colombo
had its Annual General Meeting on the
27th of April this year at the Saraswathy
Hall, Bambalapitiya. Mr. S. Sittampalam,
the Commissioner of Inland Revenue,
was the Guest of Honour. The other
Guest speakers were Mrs. M. Thiagarajah
Lecturer in Tamil, University of Ceylon,
Colombo and Mr S Krishnarajah, Advocate
and a distinguished old boy of the College.
Mr. 8. Subramaniam and Mr. S. A.
Sivapatham were elected joint Secretaries
for the current year.

This year we opened a new chapter
in the history of our Alma Mater —
Alumni relations by starting a branch at
Batticaloa. Mr. P, Kanagasabapathy, Mr.
A. Ramasamy, Mr. T. P. Murugiah,
Mr. N. Sundararajah, Mrs. N. Sundara-
rajah and the Principal represented the
parent association at the inaugural meeting
at Government College, Batticaloa, on the
27th of February this year. Mr V.
Sankaralingam, Director of Education,
Eastern Region was present as one of
the guest speakers, Mr. N, S. Subramaniam,
Asst. Superintendent of Surveys, Amparai,
was elected Hony. Secretary. Great credit
is due to him and to the other past pupils
in the Batticaloa and Amparai districts
for their pioneering work in this direction.

Diamond Jubilee
Commemoration Block:

A storeyed building to accommodate
the Science Laboratories and the Mathe-
matics Room’ of the Advanced Level
Classes has just been designed to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of
the College. Plans. detailed drawings and
estimates have already been prepared. We
are thankful to Mr.G. Satkunam, Engineer
and a grateful old boy, and his architect
friend, Mr. Geevaka de Soyza, for having
done for us such a magnificent job of work.

The foundation stone for this building
was ceremonially laid on 12th Sept. 69
at 6-00 p. m. by another distinguished
old boy Mr. A. Thirugnanasambanther,
Proprietor, Dollar Corporation, in the
presence of a large gathering of parents,
old boys and friends.
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Tenders for the construction of the
building have been received and we hope
to begin work on 1t very soon. So far
we have raised Rs. 53,000/~ towards this
project, We hope to find the balance
needed as we proceed with the work,

Thanks:

Before concluding my report I must
express my thanks to all those who have
helped me in my work during the year
and contributed so much to our all-
round success. Our Director of Education,
Me. S. Thanikasalam and his officers in
the Education Department have been
very helpful indeed. They have always
shown a sympathetic understanding of all
our problems and have done a good deal
to maintain the efficiency of the College.

I am grateful to my Deputy Principal
Mr. M. Mahadevan, and to the Sectional
Hgads who have shared my work willingly.
The teachers in active charge of our
co-curricular activities deserve' my special
thanks for all the time and effort they
put into their work. The other members
of my teaching staff and those of the
non-teaching and minor staff have also
been very co-operative. All of them have

considerably lightened my burden and
made my work very pleasant. Their
willingness to help at all times and

under any circumstance has been a source
of very great encouragement to me.

| am thankful to our College
Prefects and to the other student leaders
for all the assistance they have given
me cheerfully and ungrudgmly. I also
thank the donors of prizes and all those
who have in one way or another
assisted me in planning and conducting
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
College. And to you, friends, past pupils
and parents, | once again offer my
sincere thanks for your kind presence
and for all your help. .

Thank you,

T.T.dayaratnam
Principal

Mahajana College,
Tellippalai, 24-6-70



DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
JUNE 24 - JULY 4 1970,

Mahajana reached another milestone in June 1970, after running a course of
three score years in the cause of education. The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
were observed with eclat —an educational and cultural exhibition being the foremost
event of the many items that marked the occasion. The emphasis was on the
cultural and educational aspect and the other entertainments that were provided
were not meant to amass much money but to meet the expenses of the cele-
brations. From the beginning to the end of the exhibition a good number of people
from far and near came to see the wonderful exhibits that were on display.
As usual our old students, well wishers and our present teachers and students
gave their full measure of support to make the celebrations the grand success it was.

These honoured us by declaring open the exhibition

S. J. V. Chelvanayagam Esq., Q. C., M. p.
Dr. S. Rajaratnam

Senator S. Nadarajah

A. Thiagarajah Esq., m. P.

T. S. Thurairajah Esq., Mayor.

S. Kathiravetpillai Esq., m. P.

Some of the Cultural Items:
(a) Tamil plays
Sotthikalyanam Staff.
Visvamithira Menaka Kalaikovil Troupe
Araamuthu Asada Marumalatsi
Manram
College. students
Raj Productions.

En Intha Nadippu
Ini Vidakkudathu

Dances:
Kalapavanam Troupe
Kalamanram Troupe Jaffna

Free Entertainments.

Oriental Music:
Thavil Vidvan V. Thedchanamoorthy
Nathaswara Kachcheri
. M. B. Palakrishnan
P. Nagendran

S. Sinnathurai Esq., 1. p.
S. Kandiah Esq., Retd. Soil Chemist
R. Suntharalingam Esq., Superintendent
of Police, Jaffna.
V. Sankaralingam Esq., Director of Edu-
cation, Jaffna.

Shylock Kalaiarasu

Nootoru V yothukkilavan

Vadakai Veedu Sivathasan Troupe

Gnana Oli Kamalalayam
Troupe

Pitthaladdam Kalaiarasu

Nadanamani S. Suppiah

K. P. Veerachchamy
P. Kumarasundaram



p (C/zey all declared open
Diamond Jubilee Sxhibition & Carnival

‘helvanayakam Esq.

, Kankesanturai Senator S. Nadarajah
T. S. Durairajah Esq. S. Kathiravetpillai Esq.
Mayor, Jaffna M. P., Kopay
S. Kandiah Esq. R, Sundaralingam Esq.
Retd. Soil Chemist S. P., Jaffna

a devoted old Student

V. Sankaralingam Esq.
Director of Education S. Sinnathurai Esq.
Jaffna Our Benefactor and Friend
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