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Horse Brand Galvanised Buckets,
made of fine quality mild steel
sheets and galvanised by our
exclusive ‘GALVEX? hot-dip process,
are available in all popular sizes.

HORSE BRAND

GALVANISED BUCKETS

Manufacturers:
ELBEHEM HOUSE
53. PRINCE STREET, coLoOMBO -1

Factory: MAVIDDAPURAM: TELLIPPALAI
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DIAMOND JUBILEE MEMORIAL BLOCK

. and the installation of the

JAYARATNAM STATUE
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Wessa ge

from

Hon. NISSANKA WIJEYERATNE
Minister of Education

On the Occasion of the Opening of the

Diamond Jubilee
Jayaratnam Memorial Block

I have very great pleasure in sending this

‘message on the occasion of your Diamond Jubilee

Celebration. I am aware of the sacrif-ices made

-and the personal courage displayed by thé¢ late

Mr. T. A. ThuraiappahPillai in founding this
Institution in the best of noble tradicions in
1910 during aperiodof considerable diff:iculties.
His son the late Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam succeeded

'admirably in developing the nigh ideals chierished

by his father and 1laid the foundation for the
modern Mahajana College which +today hold. the
distinguished position among other leadixg edu-
cational Institutions in our country. ‘It is
my firm conviction that Mahajana College wxill
continue to maintain the highest traditiona of
Tamil culture and produce men of high calibre

and noble i1deals as we have done in the past.

HNissanka (Wiisyma.tnz

Minister of Education
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How it Strikes A Contemprary

The Saga of Mahajana could be
Summed up in one sentence. ‘Give me
a good Headmaster and I will give
you a good school’.

The late T. T. Jayaratnam the
maker of modern Mahajana was a good
Head Master—Primus inter pares. T.T.
was a true-teacher. He taught all his
life and let others teach.

The shy and sweet tempered lad
I had met at Jaffna Hindu and later
. at Jaffna College had beneath his
. benignant smile the grim resolve to
transform his father’s log cabin into
the White House that Mahajana is.
And in Lincoln’s phrase Mahajana
became a school of the. community,
by the community, for the community.
It was not merely a place that churned
out high examination result and notable
. sports achievements, it became the cradle
of nationalist thinking, emulating her
elder sisters like Jaffna Hindu and
Ananda.

How did "he achieve this miracle?
What was the Aladdin’s lamp that lit
up not merely Tellippalai, a village
renowned for ancient learning, and
wisdom but for regions far beyond?
It was his Lamp of Love. It sounds
strange but is true. How many who
poured tributes from their hearts have
_referred to his winsome smile. But
was it always winsome ? Love not only
creates but kills. Shrewd master in the
art of managing men, he could laugh
and laugh and be a villain if Mahajana

. argued

N. Sabaratnam
Principal Emeritus,
Hindu College,
Jaffna.
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were involved. All was grist that came
to his mill.

That was how he was able to
gather round him a band of devoted
teachers, collect money for a vast
building programme. Old boys were
cajoled and harnessed to give genero-
usly to their - alma mater, gradually
buildings took shape and they stand
as a perpetual memorial to this one
person—the true architect of Mahajana
as it stands today.

1 was privileged to watch the way
he set the fields, led the team, played
the game and scored victories. But
defeats didn’t daunt him. For beneath
his sartorial elegance—Taylor’s son that
he was—and his flair for Western
manners, was the Sadhu that was fed
on the Gita and the Saiva Siddhanta.

He took teaching so seriously that
he was out to learn the correct trends
in Education and the Profession. We
and quarrelled over many
things in the NPTA, the ACUT, the
NPPA and finally in the CHMC.
He played key roles in these bodies,
and was sought after for his, extra
ordinary devotion to the tasks’ which
he undertook and his ‘unusual master
for details. he was in sharp contrast
to men like me who did steal the
show sometimes by our slapdash ways.

There was much that was paro-
doxical in the personality of my late

friend. He taught himself without don
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or demo and got his degree, and yet
he 'enabled countless students to enter
Varsity and become

Fond of the grand manner in doing

things at home or at school, his mind

was austere. Gentle and modest as he
appeared always, yet he had a mailed
fist- that bespoke the firm and un-
bending man he could be. The picture
of Western dress and deportment that
he often appeared to be in public
yet he was the embodiment of Hindu
Culture. These and other contradictions
that puzzle the superficial minds are
but different aspects of the synthesized
person that Jayaratnam was.

The sadest encounter I had with
him was at the farewell organized by the
NPPA for the Principals that were fired
out by the fiftyfive year rule in 1970.
He spoke first, it was a speech tense
with emotion, his voice cracked and
his ubiquitous smile vanished. The
audience were naturally embarrassed.
They were counting on my capacity
to dispell the gloom. But not all my

academicians.’

G =

wit and humour could lighten his stiff
lips, The wrench was severe; he felt
it in his bones, naturally so. While
some of us had elaborated and embel-
lished schools that had arrived, he
reached his heights not by sudden
flight, doubts lurked in his mind if
they would be kept.

Someone said ‘‘if you want an
achievement to last one year, write an
article, if for ten years, plant a tree,
if for a hundred years, educate a child.”
Looking round Mahajana we find that

"it had not merely planted trees but
_educated children who would otherwise
have been' creamed off the country
side and lost to the community.

&

Let us, however not miss the wood

* for the trees, nor regard the architect

~as an idol to be merely honoured and

worshipped. True the late Jayaratnam

was no ordinary, individual; he was

pot an institution either; he was indeed

an influence. Let us cherish his memory
in that light.

achieve:a great and enduring purpose.

GIVE LIBERALLY

The college, which has thrived thus far on local munificence, is now constrained
to cast about for benefactions from the rest of Ceylon. Education transcends
geographical, racial linguistic, religious and even political bounds and therefore 7
earnestly hope that all our friends and well-wishers will give liberally and help

—T. T. Jayaratnam
Mahajanan 1954
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The Victorious Gem

It is my humble duty to thank
the present Principal and members of
the Mahajana College Diamond Jubilee
Commemoration . Jayaratnam Block
Committee for having given me an
" opportunity to express my deep sentiments
about the late Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam
to whom-I am deeply indebted in
a number of ways.

I was first introduced to him by
his cousin Mr. S. Ratnasabapathy who
was then on the tutorial staff of J/Uduvil
Mann’s English School. Our first contact
was in December 1945. I was asked
to act for Mr. K. Krishnapillai B. A.
(Lond.) who had been selected to follow
the Post Graduate Training Course at the
Government Training College, Mahara-
gama, in 1946. At the very first meeting
he assured me of a permanent post.

His betwitching smile and radiant
wit enhanced by his dynamic personality
literally* struck me with wonder.

I assumed duties as an assistant

teacher in January 1946. Mahajana was .

~then set up in rather humble surroundings
devoid of grand buildings but the general
set up was ennobling. There was a
serene atmosphere and everybody as-
sociated with the institution dedicated
himself or herself fully to the noble
task of education. I also found that
the late Mr. C. Thambu popularly and
fondly called ¢ Thambu Master > played
the dominant role. The late Mr. T. T.

ayaratnam had  the best of /regards
or thisteacher. There were a few others

T. Sellappah
Deputy Principal
Canagaratnam MMV, Ja ffna.

too who were held in high esteem since
they were directly associated with the
late Mr. T. A. Thuraiappapillai.

During my stay at Mahajana I used
to travel daily from Jaffna. From
Tellippalai junction we had to walk up
to Mahajana College since there was
no bus service at that time, The late
Mr. Jayaratnam too would join us and
on’ the way he used to indulge in light
talk which not only entertained us but
also made us think about matters of
common interest in the correct pers-
pective.

As a man he was excellent. He
understood all our problems and the
guidance he gave us was very appreci-
able. His stature and personality were
of the correct mould and he could inspire
others- to prompt action by his own
persuasive ways, His outbursts of right-
eous anger in his young days never
inflicted any lasting pain on anyone
but helped many to tread on the ‘‘angel
path”>., H¢ lost his temper many a time
but he never sinned.

The ‘_fullesi co-operation that his
assistants gave him was undoubtedly
due to his amiable ways.

He had to tide over many hazards
during the period 1946—1950. That was
really the *seed time’® of Mahajana.
His untiring efforts and whole-hgarted
devotion raised the status of the insti~
tution. In 1947 the college was raised
to the status of a Grade Il institution
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and the remarkable progress made during
the span of two years soon earned
Grade I status in 1949. Since then the
progress of the institution has been
steady and sound. I could still remember
how gratefully the staff was thanked
by him for its co-operation in raising
the status of the college. He recognised
the merits of his staff and sorted out
the duties accordingly. He never left
any room for anybody to grumble about
anything. His administrative capacity
and academic attainments were highly
extolled by all the education authorities
who visited the institution in its early
stages of development. His persuation
and incessant remindings made more
than five of us graduate creditably during
the period 1947—1949. He was not only
the architect of the institution but also
a ‘“maker of men”, ‘

He was a true Hindu with complete
respect for our traditions. At the
s« Navarathiri Poojahs >’ conducted in the
College he identified himself quite fully
and displayed his deep religious fervour.
He nurtured the children according to
the traditions of our faith. The religious
discipline that he introduced to the
pupils helped them to mould their
character well.

As a teacher of English and British
Constitution he earned a special name.
His techniques of teaching were unique.
His eloquence, articulation and pronounc-
iation of English were inimitable. He
was like a masterteacher to those of
us who had just stepped into the field.
He was a first rate teacher with a
complete mastery of the metods of
instruction. :

As an educationist he had acquired
island wide recognition even before he
had reached his fortieth year. The glowing
tributes paid to him by some of the
leading men of the time testify this.

When Dr. N. M. Perera paid a visit
to Mahajana he referred to the profound
erudition and the administrative ability
of the late Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam in very
glowing terms.

He was like a guiding star to the
Northern Province Principals’ Associat-
ion. The Association was immensely
benefited by his presence. Realising his
potentialities and latent talents he was
saddled with responsible positions in
it. The greatest educationists like late
Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam, late Mr.
A. E. Thambar and others spotlighted
the talents in late Mr. T.T. Jayaratnam,
He was one of most respected members
of that August assembly.

Men of the calibre of the late Mr.
T. T. Jayaratnam come into this world
to fulfil a mission and when that is
achieved God recalls them. He came
to complete what his great father had
started. He achieved it fully. He proved
beyond doubt that he was the great
son of a great father,

May God bless those who have
dedicated themselves to the noble task
of perpetuating the name of this noble
soul who selflessly surrendered himself
to the noble mission of building up
an institution not only for his own village
but for the whole of SriLanka by

“erecting a memorial block and statue

.
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