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“This man thus departed thither from columbo in such disguise,
and having come to the district of Batecalo, he settled down in a
village called Samanture and remained there for two years feigning
very well the manner of a yogi, under which pretext he searched
everywhere until he espied a small submerged sandbank suitable
for a fortification ..”

(Page 86 A True and exact Description of the Great island of
Ceylon-1672 by Phillipus Baldaeus)
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“His majesty has now deliverd to the admiral on this contract in
part liquidatin of the expenses incurred, 400 bales of cinnamon, 78
cwts. or quintals® of wax, 3059 pounds of pepper, with promise of
delivery of a further supply (as soon as another collection is made)
at Sammature, a port of the said island.”

*Quintal, a Portuguese measure of weight equal to one hundred of
weight
(Page 122 A True and exact Description of the Great island of
Ceylon-1672 by Phillipus Baldaeus)
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“When Governor Sa decided to carry out the order given to him,
there were whole villages of muslims in the Sabragamuwa
Dissawanies and in the district of Kaluthaa and Alutgama and in
Beruwela. These Muslims went over to the Sinhalese Kingdom of
Kandy where king Senarth gave them shelter and settled 4 thousand
of them at Sammanture in Batticaloa. ”

(Some problem of Muslim Law in Ceylon By M.A.M.Hussain
khtl;l ePjpgjp.) *

“When the Potuguese expelled the Muslims from their territories
they were received by Senarath who settled 4 thousand of them in
Batticaloa”

(By M.M.M Mahroof B.A Advocate Marginal note to the History
of Muslim law in Ceylon) *
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FTIOTET :

1. Qumar,
LIGWILLD, &J&(&, SGMLITLLD
“Things, goods, ware,
(Tamil English -Dictionarw
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swrpgempuilar ueimLw eflwrury HFléEsnw uppd mpeusnHE
van Keulen 2 entw auewgurgdlar @pliemu el Coubpgmenu b
Cameuuilebeney  eTereVLD.

“In the map of Ceylon Referred to in the previous note
“Chiampanture and Motecaleppe are shown adjoining each other, -
and in van Keulen’s map of the east coast We find the same two
names affixed to a huge enclosure, divided into two, and described
as “Groote markt of handelplats” (Great market or trading place),
outside of which is a small fort with Dutch flag. This proves beyond
a doubt that the town of “Matecalo” referred to by the first Dutch
Visitors to Ceylon was identical with Sammanthurai, Which was
the residence of the “King of Matecalo”.*
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Travels in Ceylon —Ravan Hert **
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2.3.5 &LOLOGGT ST

FIDLITET - campan —{campan}
a small ship, a vessel sburaisnyeir, gwurCermiiq,
a pilot, tindal of a dhoney;
Carenflsamyer - FwurCearnmig

(Tamil English -Dictionary) /
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238 sune/sblonet (Sampan)
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“Sammanthurai is from Malay Sampan(a boat) and ‘Thurai’ is a
ferry or harbour It is to have become the original Batticaola boat-
harbour ,the extreme south of the lake although it is now silted up
for several miles from Kiddanki.%

(By S.0.Kanagaratnam, Chief Mudalliyar E.P. in Monograph of
the Batticaloa District of the eastern province of Ceylon -1921)
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Bas  Coaud o FILGSSMSTS LEGSSTITEE  GBILILS
2 itenen “The Earlier Dutch Visits to Ceylon” erapb mreled (letrev(miomm
G OuGEng!.

“The Chinese word sanpan (see Hobson—Jobson s.v. “sampan”)

13

has been naturalizes in Sinhalese under the form hambana, “a
large boat, Malabar vessel, dhoney” (Clough), having apparently
come through the Tamil sampan. It forms the first component of

the place-names Hambantota and Sammanturei.”®

Bmg aflmsgd wswrs 065 Ussssdld sbwrps@puilar
priCuré@arss upplu GOYIUYD 2 eiengi.

“The chief village of Sjampanture........... Being situated on a fine
river, at the passage where the tsjanpans arrive from the sea by the
great breakwater; and since the little word ture in Malabaars
signifies a harbor, ferry or place of arrival, it appears therefor to
have obtained thence the name of Sjampanture.”
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“When the Kingdom of Ruhuna was established it received many travellers
and traders from the Far East, Siam, China and Indonesia and sought
anchorage in the natural harbor at Godawaya, Ambalantota, in
Hambantota. The ships or large boats these traders travelled in were
called “Sampans” and “thota” means port or anchorage so the port where
sampans anchor came to be known as “Sampantota” (which is now known
as Godawaya). After some time the area became to be called
“Hambantota”.[*]”
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