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.;he Administration of
~ Justice in Ceylon
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{ ARTICLE REFERRED TO
IN J. R. SINNATHAMBY'S LETTER )

By L. B. Clarence — Puisne Justice
( From * Law Quarterly Review ', Jany. 1886 )

( Continued from last issue )

“In England when the
ghoe pinches, public opi-
pion express itself ronnd
Iy, and the press ventilate
the 'grievance. A timid
and suspicious Hastern
population has Do eXpress-
ed public opinicn. More-
o¥aor, the few newspapers
published in Ceylon re-
port legal matters very
ineffectively, and ahpl_'t-
comings 1n the adminis-
tFation of Justice, which
in the interest of the
public shonld have publi-
city, are very cpmmonly
passed over 1n silence.

80 muoech for the a
priorl  importance and
difficulties of the matter.
We may passcn fo the

facts.

: Qeylon is aboat the gize
of Ireland, and at the
lagt census, in 1881, nnm-
" béred closs on 2,760,000
4nhabitants: Of  these
pather more than two-
thirds wers Sinbalese, a
race who migrated from
I1adia aboat 500 B C. Of
the remaining third not
quite 700,000 were Tamils
a race identioal with the
Temils of the Madras
Presidency of luodia.
“Aboat 183,000, were a
race oalled by the Englich
»Moormen", akin to the
Moolahs of Sounthern
India and professing the
Mahomedan religion.
They were also nearly
16000 Burasiapvs, and
‘nearly 5000 Europeans.
“Koughly speakiog, the
Binhalese inhwbit the
Southern two-thirds ot
the jsland,and the Tami 8
‘the northern third; but
nearly 200,000 of the
Tamils were immigranot
coolies employed on cof
feo estates in the Central
“Province. Owing te the
vicissitudes of the Euro-
pean plauting enterprise,
‘tke number of these est-
"ate coolies bhas probably
materially
giace the census.
Qomparing Ceylon with

diminished

India, the subject matter
of government hears in
its main characterjstics a
close resemblance to that
of Southern India. Points
of differentiation there
are, psrtly assignable to
the insular position, of
Ceylon, and partly
brought about by differ-
ent system of govern-
ment Caste is in Ceylon
a far less formidable
matter than in India —a
matter of soecial distine-
tion rather than religiono.
Again, the remains of the
joint family and the
village community sys-
tems seem largely to have
been obliterated and
crasbed out by the me-
thods of goverament
adopted in Ceylon. Part-
ly, perhaps in conse-
quence of Ceylon being
long regurded, 88 a Dutch
¥solony” acquired by
Enpgland, less considera-
tion seems to bave beenp
shown for native tradis
tions than in India. For
ingtance, in lndia fines
imposed by  Criminal
Courts are recovered from
the defendant’s movable
property only. Ia Ceylon
it has always been the
practice to sell np the
defendsnt’s land; — a very
harsh measure where the
people are passionately
attached to their arcest-
ral lands. Maoy a Sinha-
lese has been rendered a
lapdless and degperate
man by some R 50 fine
imposed by a police
magistrate, for fthe poa-
gession of illieit toddy or
some other pot very hein-
ous coffence, I remember
an ipnstance in which a
Kandyan was sentenced
in the Police Court to
three months imprison-
ment and a fine of R 70,
He emerged from geal to
find that his land had
been sold for the fine,
and bought by a map
with whom he had a qoar-
rel. The purchaser taunt-
him with bis loss. He
gaw in his aoger that his

KARTHIKAI FESTIVAL! NALLUR

AT
ANCIENT NALLUR TEMPLE
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Your Lotus Feet Grant Me
adPsr guap b eusfir o Gudar

& Psr evweiés sl poeTrU
wlar gysdeisr efauwe g

DPur edggsr sy

Of snch sotions sm 1

uBluw.

ag not to leave

the Karma - experiencing body
To attain Mukti, when shall you

Your Lotus-fest, grant ma
Except Vaili, with face radiant

like the moon

To Praisa none else is your vow
Oh Lord of Heaven-

God’s grace is the only means to gain

Liberation and Divine Bliss.

Hence St. Aruna-

giri prays fervently to Lord Shanmugs to reach

him His Lotus Feet,

enemy should never culti-
vate the land, and, meet-
ing him on the land when
the time for tillage arriv.
ed, struck bim a mortal
blow with an axe or hee
He was convicted of mur-
der and suffered death.
I am glad to s8ay that
under a recent Criminal
Procedure Code land is no

longer sold to pay fines
It is still, however, liable
to be scld to pay for im-
prisoned convicts’ maip-
tenance in goal.

Ceylon being governed
upder the Colonial Dffice,
is alwaye g8tyled a ‘colony’.
And yet the term seems
a misnomer. For *golony’

( Oontinued on pege &)

KANDASWAMY
TEMPLE

PAST & PRESENT

( By Muhandiram
E. P. Rasiah, J. P.)

To the religions=minded
Hindus, throughout the
length and breadth of
Ceyvlon, the Kandaswamy
Temple at Nallur is a
centre of intense attrac-
tion and veneration, There
is a steady flow of pious
pilgrims to it morning
and evening duoring the
High Festivals, which are
now going on. During
these 26 days. there is a
radical change in the ge-
neral conduet, mode and
manner of living of most
Hindes who turn vegeta—
risns pure and simple.
Bare-beaded and bare-
footed, men, women and: .
even children trek the
roads from distant places,
unmindful of the boiling

asphalted roads and a
nerciless  tropical = sun
overtead to reach the

temple, worship and re-~
turn home to bresk the
tast and take a rice meal.

Date of Censtruction
& Founder

The original Temple ap-
pears to have been builg
between 1400 and 1500
A.D. It iz believed, a
Tami] called Sapumal
Kumaraya alias Senbahap
Perumsl, who ascended
the throne under tha
name or title of Bhuve-
neka Bahu alias: Sri
Sangha Bodhi constructed
8 Town and bailt a Tem-
ple at Nallur:-

. Quirel tordw LT L)
yelBouurg teldEs B
wrgture  3sfl &0 @
ai g g sadwi gualy sis
Ba gé Qarddgun uym
i s Ten,”

This fact is supported
by the wording in the
Kattyam regularly repeat-
ed duriog the festivals; —

“Sriman Maha Rajathi
Rajaya Abandas Puman.
dala Pratiyati Kundara

Visvanta  Kirthi Sri
Gajavalli, Mahavalli
sameta  Snbramaniya

Padara Vinda Janati-

{Countinued on pags 6)
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THOUGHTS TO BE

TREASURED
U"'@“."v apU r :ﬂv.,@,j,, ( Centinued from page 8 )
wiy PUES weans a setilement of
Fsaume, sTeEms immigrants, and the gov-
FaGumure. ernment of Ceylon is not
(Thiravachaksm) | the povernment of a colo-

Sivs Peruman nol seen by
she Three, the Thirby-three

and the remsining Devas,

ny in that sense.Oor Anse
tralian dependencies &re
fairly styled colonies. the
natives being few, savage,

Bg#¥ pphomé
ansAaruGe wrerop adalayd
b Aaruda grarfl sitoeybd
spéfarula parpdsr ey Pt
psbfaruBa pirGord arC 3w

B ppeimn,

¥amay, Avcust 21, 1970

TAMILS AND

THEIR CAUSE!

C——

Now that 8 Counstituent
Assembly has been set up
and has begun to fune-
tion, the Tamil Members
of Parliament who are all
members of this Assembly
and
shoulder their responsibi-

bave to reslise

lity of conclusively an’
oleazly putting
the

ments of

is unfortunate

forward
the demands and require-
Tamil
people in the context of
the drawing up of 8 New
Constitution for Lanks It
that
Senators have not ben
afforded their legitimate
plsce in the Constituent

and fast disappearing,
and the immigrants vir-
tually the sole objects of
government.
goverpment in Ceylon
also might fairly be called
the government of the
colony, in a8 much as the
Dutch governed for the
gake of the Dutch, and
took small account of the
we.fare of the npatives
Had we owned plactations
of the isle in those days
we might or might not
have done the same Now,
hewever, we do profesa to
govera in the interest of
all, native and immigrant
alike.

Still, it may be said, what
difference can be made
by the uee of a mere epi-
thet? and - words  in
themselves, saye Dea-

of all representatives of
political  groups. No
one can deny the fact
that there will be any
responsible Tamil who
has no deocided leaning
towards a definite politi-
oal party whatever the
degree of allegiance may
be. t has, therefore, be-
come necessary that some
organigations that are
strictly non-political 1n
charaoter should jointly
call for a Conference of"
{a) all membes of Local
Bodies, Rural Davelop-
ment Socie.es, Commnu=

i‘::;?lli:;ry' ufHO:t?: f:')l:]: nity Centres, Welfare
Tamil Semators to dis- Associations, Literary

oharge their own respon-
sibility io this matter of

patamonnt  importance
Howes er,the Tamil people

who have a special daty
this junctures, must
make avery endeavour to

ab

guide their elected repre

gentatives in Parliament
in their deliberat'ons on
this vital gquestion and
halp them arrive at &
nnanimou:ly agreed solu-

tion.

We are aware that con

{erences are being held in
Colombo and Jaffna on
Tamil
people to devise ways and
means for unitedly for-
mulating & conatitutional

behslf of the

soheme that will meet al

the vital] demands of the
Tamil people which are
pecessary for their right-
ful and legitimate claim
of this

in the affairs
conntry. We are, how

ever, unable to feel that
have
been favoured with the
presence and participation

these conferences

Unions and Caltural Com
mittees (b) Principals and
Headmasters  of all
achools, (¢) Members of
the House of Representas
tivee and Sepators (d) all
past M, Pa and Senators
je) Editors of all News-
papers and Journala (f)
retired Publie Servants,
Lawyers, Doctors, mem-
pers of (o-operative So-
cieties and Agricultura
Associations. (needless to
say that these categories
-|naturaily refer to Tamils
only) for the purpose of
discussing the quesuion of
8 New Constitution for
Lanka. That such a Con-
ference will be  very
magsive we do not denw.
|| But it cannot be haiped
[he ¢roe voice of the
Pamil people must be
heard and that can be
realised only at a Confer
ence of all those who in
.|some form or other take
active part in the affairs
of the Tamil people in
various sasociationa ~ Ca
not this be done!?

]

'The Administration of Justice..

tham, *are of no sort of
congequence, but when
they are made the founda-
tion of practical institun-
tions, then surely their
property becomes worth
investigating** Perhaps
if Ceylon had not been
persistently etyled =
a “colony” she might ne
ver bave been saddled
with one practical ingti

The Duticxb\'h“’i'(’n which hag proved
(disastronsly

impractica-
‘ble for her - I mean the
Roman Dutoh Law-

The Roman Dutch Law
that is, the law which
prevailed in the United
Provinces of the Nether-
jand, before it was super-
seded by the Code Napo
leon, is the nltimate com-
mon law of Ceylon. For
example, aboat filty
years ago there was much
conflict of judicial opi-
nion on the qguestion-
whether, in cases of in.
teataoy. t e suoceesion
should go aeccording to
the Law of North Hol-
land or the law of South
Holland: At last the
guestion was g8t at rest
by an elaborate judgment
of Chief Justice “ir
Edward Creacy. The
parties to the case ip
which that final determi-
nAtion was arrived at
were Sinhalese, and the
case, if eotitled after Eng-
lish fashion, would have
been styled Wckrams
Arachige V. Wapuatan-
trrga. Many will deem
thie sufficiently absurd
but there is much worse
behind, However, before
describing further the 1lls
for which the KRoman -
Dabch Law is responsible,
1 must evplain how the
Romaan Duteh Law got in
at all.

Towards the closest of
the firet cepbury the
Dutoch were masters of
some Forts and planta-
tions oo the ses board,
and on the west eoast
they exercisea more or
less eontrol over tha in-
tervening belts of terri-
tory, Over these posses-
signg they administered
their owre Romaon-Dutch
Law. About 1796 these
Dutch poscessions were
ceded to us, and, by the
asual role the law then 1o
fores in the ceded terri-
tory Would remain in
foroe antil altered by the
conquerors  Thus the
Roman—Dutoh Law was
egotinued as the evmmon
law for theee etriper of
tarritory. In process of
time we acquired domi
nion over the whole
island, and etill the Dutch
iaw was gupgposed to
govern our possessions,
thus becoming the ulti-
mate common law of the
whole of Ceylon, and gov-

U-igrping in pirges where no

{ Continued on page 7 )

Hindus and Their Role in the

Development of Mathematics

M. K. 8.

‘Lo, thesa are perts of His weays'

Mathematics ia said to
be the queen of sciences
There is no science with-
out matbematics. What
the Hindng bave done
to this queen is like pro-
viding her the important
ACO8BsOries viz  Crown,
gems, sreptre ete.

Job

which mo progress
arithmetio was possible.

Zero a great discovery ?

When man used the
oounting-board or abacus
as a counting deviees in
earlier days. he woald re.

Man was opce unaware
of the fact that s brace of |

pheasants and a couplei Difficulty

of days among iostances
indicated the wnumber,
two 1t took consider:
able time for our ances-
tors to get some clear
idens of the so called
nomber sense.

Mapy a tribe bad bpo
words for a particalar
pumber. And what msnp
of thoee days did was to
use his two hands as »
gsleulating device,

Eunough has been asid
ahout the development of
the” a0 oalled wnumbar
gense and nOw We oome
to what we refer pow-
adays as mathematics.
More about the numbers
and how man developad
the pumber are discussed
in ‘Nuomber’ by Tobias
Dantazig.

The decimal system and
the principle of position

The decimal system
w' iobh uveea ten as the
base — which  aotuslly
has something to do with
the ten fipgers of the
band, was probably s
eyatem due to the Hin-
dus. For this we may
refer to what Laplaca,
the great mathematician,
8ays: —

“It is India that gave
us the ingenious method
of expressiog all numbers
by means of ten symbols,
each symbol receivinga
position as well as an ab-
solute valoe; a profonnd
and io'portant idea which
sppears 80 pimple to uF
new that we igpore its
trne merit But its very
simplicity and the preat
eass which it hag lent to
all computations pus our
arithmetio in the first
rank of useful inventions;
and we shall appreciate
the grandeur of this
achievemsent the more
when we remember that
it escaped the geniva of
Archimedes and Apollo-
nius, two of the greatest
men produced by anti:
quisy”.

The achievemens of the
Hindus, who disgovered
the pringiple of positiom

present 462 hy

e [

==
WA  en-
countered when he tried
to represent symbolically
42,402, 4:0 and 4002,
And this necessity wss
tbe mother of invention
or probably an accident.

dern zero—whioch in the
abacus represented an
empty column,

The symbol O that is
used nowadays to repre-
sent nothing was s dise
covery of &he Hindos,
The Iodian term for zere
is ‘sunys’ meaning empty
or blank, but bad mo
eonnotation of “void' er
nothing.

The Indian ‘Sunya’ was
deatined te become the
turping point in & deve-
lopment without which
the progress of modern
soienoce, industry or com-
merce i8 ineonceivable.
This paved the way to s
generalized number gome
oeps and played & funda-
mental role in every
branch of mathemasios.

The discovery of =zero
will always remain a8
s milestone in the history
of mathematios — the his-
tory of civilization. The
zero was » great disco-
very which bas profound-
ly aifected khe life of sba
races

The Symbels 1, 2, 3 ste.

The symbols are really
the discovery of Hindugw=
although it is commonly
ascribed to the Arabs In
India we oall this system,
after the influernce of the
foreigners as arabio; bub
in Arabia it is said to be
the Indian system. Col=
liers Encyciopaedia gives
a good acecount of the
symbols nsed by warious
cults: and what we seg
there is that the system
that ia adopted nowadays
is really due to Hindas.
Algebra

Agebra which is des.
eribed withous sxaggeras
tion as the oornerstone of
modern mathemsatios hag
the origin in Indis. Hin-
du algebra was used by

oubic and qusrtic equa=
tions and it is said §hat
be anticipated Newton im

assumes the proportion of

s world event — withont

the discovery of tha bine.
minsl theorem. Hindgy

al encounter of our mos

Omar Khayyam to solve
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played with nomber aad
rafio, zero and infinity, as
with 80 many worde:—
‘Bunya’ was used to de-
signate the theological
unknown and our zero.

Hiodus bad developed
ell the roleg for the
sranformation oi simple
guadratio equations They
used ¥ v a8 &b approxi-
mation to 7 the transcen-
dental nomber, whieh ia
sot » root of an alge-
braic cquation—and their
epproximation was also a
good one. A treatige on
$heology, Lilawati of 18:h
eentury coutaiued siwple
problems typical of that
stage of algebra,

Qut of & heap of pure
lotus flowers one-third,
one-fifth and one-sixth
were offered respectively
to the Gods Siva aopd
Vishou Mogorthy and
the sup; one - fourth
wae presented o Bhava-
ni. The remaining 8 x
flowers were given to the
venerablie preceptor. Tell
me qaickly the whole
number of flow rs.”

Ex 2

‘A necklace was broken
duriog &a a010rous
stroggle. Oae third of

the pearls fell to the
ground, one fifth were left
oo the couch, cune sixth
was fonnd by the girl,
and one tenth recovercd
by her lover, six pearls
remeioed on the str'ng.
Say of how maony pearls
the neckiace was ocom-
posed”’

Aend in the J.8.C
olase a student is in-
sroduced to the nega-
sive numbers. These are
roally the achievement of
the Hindus. A J.8.C.
student or perhaps even
» 6th 3td Student will
spswer the two (ques-
tions qnoted above—this
improvement or more
correctly the advance-
ment is due to the alge-
bra founded by the Hin-
dus. Nowadays there
is a hest of var eties of

Algebra.

e =i

¢ To be eontinuad )

PARTITION NOTICE

s

IN THE DISTRIGT COURT
QF JAFFNA

No. P/ 1248

1 Manickampillsi Sandi-
rasegaAram

2 and wife Pasupathi
ammsah aiias Srimathy

both of Urumpirai North

Vs, Plaintiffs
Panchalingam  Selva-
lingsm of Urampirai

North
Defendant

It is hareby notified
that action No. P/1748
hag been instituted in the
Distriat Coart of Jaifna
onder the partition aot
No 16 of 195] for the

ORDER NISI

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

Testamentary Jurisdiotion
No, 2614

In ths matter of the Laat
Will and ‘Testament of the
late Mailvsganam Maha-
deva of 308, Navalar Eoad,
Nallar

Decessed

Mailvaganam Mshslivgam of
Navalsr Rond, Jaffna pra-
sently of Trincomalev

Betitioner
Va-

Leelavathy widow of Mail-
vagansm Mahadeva
Msalathl denghter of Mahae
deva
Mahadeva Vasudevan
Mahadeva Ravindiran
Mahadeva Gajendran all of
No. 308, Navalar Road,
Nallur the Zod to 5th res.
pondents being minors sp-
paaring by their Guerdiap-
sd-litem the Ist respondent
Respondenta.
This matter coming on for
disposal befors I M, lsmsil
Eaguirs Distriot Judge
Jafina on the !'3th day of
July 1970 in the presence of
Me 8.C Msuadeva Proctor
on the part of the Petitioner
and the affidevit of the Peti-
tioner dated 23rd day of May
1970 having been read.

It it ordered that the 1st
respondent abovenamed be
and shs is hkersby appointed
Guurdisan-ad-Litem: over the
2nd to Ath mionor respondents
abovenamed for the purpose
of these procecdings

It is urdered that the Lsat
Wili and Testament bearing
No. 13432 dated 21st August
1968 attested by C. T. Kuma-
ragamy Notary Public the
original of whieh has been
prrduesd and j8 now deposit.
ed in this case be deslared
proved and thet the eald
petitioner as the Esxecutor
namaed in the gsid Will be sn-
titled to have Probate of the
same jesued to him aceord-
ingly nnless the respoondents
or any other person or per-
sons interested shall appear
before this Court on the i11th
day of September 1970 snd
show suffigiant osusa to $he
satinfaction of this counrt to
the contrary.

T W

It ie further osdered that
the erid Ist respondent do
pgoduce the said minora ia
oourt on the eaid dates,

This 13th day of Jely 1870

Segd. I. M. Ismail
District Judge Jafi. s
Drawn by
8gd. 8. C, Mahadeva
Proator for Petitioner
B3 14 £ 21

partition/sale of the land
cailed ‘*‘vadovan' and
gituna‘ed at Urumpirai io
extent 24 Lme. V- C.

Tha defendant in the
aforesaid action 18 sum-
moned to appear in Court
on the 26th day of Augnst
1970 at 10 O’clook of the
forenoon .

By order of Court

Sgd. 8 Velauther
Secretary
This 23rd July 1970

Drawn by
Sgd. 8 Sithamparanathan

Progtor for Plaintiffs
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The Administation

( Continned from Page 6)

Dutchman ever set his
foot. Cerbain native cus-
tomary laws are adminis-
tered io the central aod
northern provinces when
ascertzinable. Where
these are pilent the
Datch Law, as exponud-
ed by Voet, Groenewe-
gan, avd other Datch
jurists, must prevail. The
mischief resulting from
this it would be bard to
exaggerate. At this day
no ong ocan read the
Dutch law-bocks, and the
Latin ones ars pragtically
beyond the capacity of
the bulk of legal practi
tioners. This sitoation
wounid indeed have been
unbearable, had not Epg-
lish law pure and simple
been imported ivto vari-
ous important depsari-
ments sueh 88 Law of
Evidence, Banking, Bille
of Exchange, ete. Still, in
the absence of speocial
provision, the Dutch law
governs, The present
generation of lawyers,
doing their bupeiness, in
English, derive their legal
idess largely from Eng-
lish text books; Hoglish
improvements and Eng-
lish eivilization  have
spread all over the island,
yet the common law is
Duteb. Bat it is with
regard to Procedure that
the result has been moat
disastrous. As Dautoh
institutions dropped ous of
sight much of the Duteh
law became wmeaningless,
English procedure and
forms of pleading tacitly

crept into the wuse in
ind:stingt apnd blarred
fashion, w.thoot ever

baving been enpscted or
precised. The result is
that - chaoe and confu-
sion.

The Duoteh Criminal
Law has long beep in
great measure virtually
obsolete; something - i§
is difficalt to say how
much - of English Crimi-
nal Law imperoeptibly
erept into use without
express epadtment and in
point of fact incredible as
it may seem, the judges
were left to administer a
kind of equitab'e erimina!
law on their own respon-
sibility. At last, after
long years of uncertainly,
thia latéer anomaly has
been remedied by Cdes
of Criminal Law and Pro-
cedure (in which muoh
has been borrowed from
[ndia), which came into
operation at the begin-
ning of this year.

Two other topies of
Law bas suffered a simi-
lar kind of paralysicarige
ing from this halting
between the Eoglish and
Duteh system, wis., Hy-
pothe or Mortgage, and

Tomorrow’s India

Tomorrow’s India will
be what we make it by
today’s labours. We have
started on this pilgrimage
with strong purpose and
good heart, and we shall
resch the end of the
Journey, however long
that might be.

WhatI am ooncerned
with i8 not merely our
materisl progress, but the
quslity and depth of our

people. Geining power
through indoetrial pro
cesses, will Ehey loss

themselves in the qnest
of individual wealth and
soff livipg ? That would
be a tragedy, for that
would be a negation of
what Indis has stood for
in the past apd, 1 hope ip
the present time alsp as
exemplitied by Gandhiji.
Can we combine the
progress of science and
téchsology with this pro-
uress of the mind and
spirit also? We cannot
be untroe to soienge,
because tLat represents
the bssio fact of life to-
day. 8Still less can we be
uotrue to those essentia
principles for which In-
dia has st.od in the past
throughont the ages.
—Jawsharlal Nehro,

{For the ben:fit of those
who are fsshioning Tomor-
row’s Lanka,)

The patives traffic very
largely in petty mortgages
down fo the wvalue even
of few rupeee. and this
uncertainty of the law
operates very hardly and
unwholesomely on them,
It works much hardship
also in the case of Euro-
pean mortgages on coffee
or other estates, and
many an Eoglish investor
bas found eause to prove
it. Perbaps even more
disastrous is the legal
paralysis with regard to
Administrations, arising
gimply from eonfusion
between two inconsistent
systems, the Duateh and
the Englich. The Datch
gystem was one of patern-
al administration; the
estate being taker ont of
the coatrol even of ap
exgcutor, The Hoglish
system (followed in India)
allows the executor or
administrator to act on
his own responsibility,
and interferes only when
speecial oause for inpter-
ference is shown by some
party interested. The
Board and Chambers
which transacted ¢his
business in the Dateh
times no longer exiat, but
the tradition of the Duteh
procedure still lingers in
the rules of Court. The
result is hopeless delsy
and cobfasion, ko the
advantage of no one save
the looai lawyers. as year
after year, sometimes for
ten of years, these ade

Administration of De-|
ccaved Fervova’ Eatates,'

ministrations drag on,

NALLUR
KANDASWAMY
TEMPLE

( Continwed from page §)

ruda Sodasa Mahadava
Suriyakula Vamsothha-
va 8ri Sanghsbodhi Ba-
vaneka Bahu Smuha ”

It is said that about
October 1560 A D. the
Portuguese, who invaded
Jaffna Patao under Genes
ral Constantine Da Bre-
ganzs, seized the country
kEpown as Yalpanawm and
razed this Temple to the

ground and with these
stones built the Nallur
Lhurch. The site now

ocoupicd by the MNallur
Training College became
the residence of the Pore
tuguese Genersl Philip
Ulivera. These are matters
for students of History
and Archaeology to verify
snd express an authorita-
tive opinion,

Under the Portuguese
sad early Dutch Rule,
this and other Hinda
Temples remained dor-
mant for nearly a 100
years,

Re-building

About 1742 A. D., one
Don Juan Mappans Muda-
liar, then a shroff in the
Kachcheri under the
Duteh Goveroment. ap-
pears to have obtained
the Government’s permis-
sion and commenced the
resbuilding of the temple,
where one Suppiah Iyer
began officiating as priest.
The inseriptiona found
here and there supporg
this theory:-

“This Belfry was sracted

by 8. Arumugs Mappas
nsr who has been and
is the proprietor and
Manager of this Tem-
ple.”

*“The buildings connected

with the ioner oourt
yard of this Temple
were put up by S, Arg-
muga Muappanar, the
Proprietor.”

Litigation
It will be seen that g
triangnlar contest in Jaf-

frna District Court Case
No. 19070 began

(1) butween the des-
cendants of this Don
Jusn Mappanar op
the one hand,

(2) the descendants of
th_blah Iyer, the
original  offiviating
prieat,

&(3) a few.pnblic-apiritad
worshippers  repre.
senting the Hindg

(To be eontizued )

(Toniinued on pag
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Public of Jafina. on
the other,

The contending claims of
these parties were exhans-
tively heard hy the then
learned District Judge,
Mr J. C. W. Roek,
litigation commenging on
4-8-1922 and finally end-
ing \n appeal on 2-9-30 -
after 8 long years.

Extracts from Judgment
H. “Bui'der & Founder”

“On this point there
canpot be. the slightest
hesitation in coming to
the conelusion that Don
Juan Ragunatha Mappana

Mudaliar was the bnilder,'

The is to be gathered
from the plaint filed by
the priests Nakesu Kuruk-
kal and Vengadeshwars
Ayer, grandeon of Karthi-
kesa Ayer son of the ori-
ginal priest Subbaiya Iyer
in 1852...There is some
foundation for the belief
that he was nominally a
Christian under the
Dutch Government he had
to be, to retain his position
as shroff ....and 1t was
probably  through his
inflaence of & secret
pature, that the restora—
tion of the Temple was
permitted ”

oooooo

1. Ouwnersiip

A small controversy hse
been raised over the ques-
tion of ownership of the
gite (about 6 3/8 lms) on
which the temple was re-
built ... Plaintiffs suggest

that the name Ambgla-

vanar Suppiramaniam
in the Thombhu
name of the Gop

also known as Suppira-
maniam. The theory may
be stated thus:— The |:nd
was origin lly temple land
for, it is sgreed that the
terple was re-built on the
old soot. 1t became
crown land by right of

conguest under the Porbu—

guese, and again under
the Duateb. Certain por-
tions of the land were
sold to private parbies
and the temple portion
left ansold or perhaps Don
Juan bonght and reserved
it for the Gop When it
came to be registered, he
registered it in the name
of the Gop It is sufficient
for our purpose that the
Crown whose property it
became after the razing
of the Temple, recognized
the right of Don Juan in
15810 and informed the
G A, in 1851 “that the
Crown had po rights of its
own to protect’ This
decision leaves Don Juan
and descendants in pos-
gepsion of the field " aa

thel

is the
It is
gsubmitted Kandasamy 18

PLE

founders, or restorers or
possegsors of the temple
end the site on which it
stood The substantial
edifice of the temple of
today is the work of Lon
Juan Ragnnatha Mappa-
nar aided no doubt by
L public contributions.

iJ. Is the Temple Privaie
or a Public Tyus ?

g It follows that the ans—
wer to issue No 9 is ‘No’
—1It is not 8 Private Pro-
perty; and the answer to
Issue No 10 is —‘A Pub-
lic Charitable Trpst) 1
have found that on Juan
Ragunathar was self - ap-
pointed Manager”

Accordingly this temple
has bee me a Pabliec Cha-
rtible Trost and the
hereditary Manager offici.
a‘es as Manager, subject
to certain conditions.

Festivals

It i faid that two of
our Saints have honoured
two temples in Ceylon—
Konesar Temple and
Thiraketheechcharam —
with their celestial songs
of praise and love. But
Arunagiri Nathar alone,
another Saint, had sung
about the glories of the
Temple at Nallur.

s
-

5 rien s G DGEL D STIRQUG
Féa sl wEpIaur®
aridurd afse Qurpod
raou @B Fer
wrpCuT @RS UL g
wmaiu @umwrGer.”

Generally the Vel, the
mystic symbol of God
Murugan with the ftwo
}Coasort.s are taken out on
festival deys in proces
sion, roupd the temple
preceded by musie and
followed by devotees —8
perfeot pctore of pions
magnificence. Oa  the
car festival day, the six-
faced Deity (Arumuga-
swamy)a beantiful shining
Bronze Image with &
heads and 12 arms is tak-
en out. Thousancs then
gather h-re to cateh a
glimpae of the magnifi-
cent sight as the Deity
majestically mounta the
car drawn by countless
wor- hippers. devotees etc-

The truly pious see nat
s bronzs 1imsge on the car,
bat a golden Baby paui-
gating with life; the virtus
ons s'em to see 8 masg of
effulgent ethereal Light
radiating 8 million wat's
current from it. Bleased
are thos» who can gee vi-
siong like that with their
mental eys !

Throwing open to
depressed classes

I had the honour and
privilege of aseisting the
late Mr S1i SkandaRejah,
when he was D, J, here

and Mr. N. Sivagnana-
sundaram, A.D.J. in
meeting and persuading
Mr. Shanmugadas Map-
pana Mudaliar, the then
Manager of the Temple to
throw open this temple to
the members of the de-
pre:sei classes, By such
a forward step, the temple
hag not |ost anything On
the contrary, it has grown
n stature, sanctity, popu-
larity and what not and is
today the admiration of
all. The high caste and
low caste meet and mingie
inside and oateide the
temple premices a8 child-
ren of the same Parents.

Munic pal and Police

Arrangements
Dauring the festival days,
the Police temporarily

close all roads leading to
the vicinity of the temple
to vehicular traffic and
thus ease the flow of
pedestrian and  pilgrim
treks to the temple. A
temporary Police Post ad-
joining the Temple is
opened and eagle-eyed In-
spector Ra:iah in charge
maintains law and order
assisted by men in uni-
form end mufti. Preven-
tive measures taken by
him keep the place free
of crime, theft eto and
the roads are quite safe
for even be - jewelled
women and children to
move about, unchaper-
ened.

The Public Health Off-
cers under the benign but
alert eye of ever smiling
Dr. V. Nadarajsh M. H.
keep the place spick and
span. Every nook and o r-
ner are kept spotlessly
clean reflsoting the great
est credit to the Health
suthorities. Labourers il &
abont with baskets In
hand picking paper or
rabbish inadvertently
dropped by the pedes-
trians The St.John Ambu~
lance First Aiwders of Tin
nevely Y M H. A. minis
ter to the sick and the
injured.

The evening is spiced
with rich mugioc and
devotional songs and
the atmosphere gets char-
ged with materisl and
spiritual purity to such an
extent that devotees ap-
pear to be trapnsported to
a state of religious ecstacy
inexperienced anywhere
else.

The {Mayor, Commis-
gioner and the Mun.
cipal Councillors  de-
rerve the thanks of the
Hindu Publie for the
Public service of this stu-
pendous npatare. Lke
Law, the Temple Clock is
no respector of persons.
1t keeps ochiming the hours
at the correct time. The
poojss, ceremonies and
festivals ocommence and
end sharp to time to the
amazement of the aver-
age slow-going devotees

showing the Might of
Majestic Murugan |

ORDER

NISI |

1» THE DISTRICT COURT
or Porst PrpRO

No, 979 Testj

In the mattar of the intestate
estates of Tharsichamy Bin-
pathamby of Valvettiturai

Decensed

Parnpathipillai widow of T.
Sinnathamby of Valvettis|
turai :

Vs Petitioner
| Kanagsdevi dsughter ofi

Thuraisamy Sinnathamby

2 Umadevi danghter of
Thuraisamy Sinpathsmby

3 Binnathamby Thurairsjsh

4 Mshaladehumy daughtsr of
Thuraisamy Siunathemby

5 Sinnathamby Eannan

6 Sogutharani dsughter of
Thuraisamy Sinnsthamby

7 Indirai dsaghter of Thurai=
samy Sinnathamby

& Thuraisamy Navaratnem all
of Valvetliturai

Respondents

This matter coming on for
disposs] befors A  Vaithi-
linzam Esquire District Judge
Point Pedro, on ‘the 27th
day of Jume 1970 in the
prescnoe of Mr, N. A Raja-
ratnam Proctor on the part
of the Petitioner snd the
affidavit of the Pstitioner
having been read.

1t is ordered that the 8th
respondent be and he is here«
by appeinted guardisn.ad-
litem over the 1 — 7 respond~
ents for the purpose of repre
genting them in this proceads
ings unlesa the respondents
or any persen shsll on or
before the 4th day of Angust
1970 show srflicient cause to
the eatisfagtion of this court
to the contrary,

It ia farther ordered that
the petitioner as the widow
of the decsasad is entitled to
the Letters of Admini-tration
uniese the reepondents or any
person shall on cor before the
4th day of Augoet 1970 ghow
sufficient cause to the satie-
faction of this Court to the
contrary.

This 27th day of June 1970

8gd. A. Vaithilingam
Disorict Judge

Drawn by
8gd. N. A. Rajarstnam
Proctor for Petitioner

4-RT70)
Extended & Reissued for
10=9-70-

8gd. A, Vaithiliugam

R2 14 & 21,

ORDER NISI

® PHE DISTRICT COURT OF
MANNAR

Testamentary Jurisdiotion
No. 889

In the matter of the Iotestate °
Eatate of the late Sinnivan
Thambiah of Keerimalsi
Road, Kankessntursi

Decessed,

Saraswsthy widow of Sirna- -~
van Thambiah of Eeerimalai
Road, Esnkessptursi

Va. Petitioner

1 Thambish Parsmes- .
waran of Keerimalail
Road, Kankesanturai

9 Thambiash Balschan-
dran of do presently
of Lououls, Poons,
Bombey,

Minor 3 Thambiah Ledchumi-
ksnthan

4 Bri Ranganayagy .
dsughter of Thambish

6 ThambiahVaikanths-
vaEan

6 SBaththiabhamas dau-
ghter of Thambiah

7 Hanjinithevy daugh-
ter of Thambish all
of Keerimalai Road,
Ksnkesanturai “?
The 8rd to Tth res-_
pondents are minors
by their Guardisn.ad-
Litem the Ist rea-
pondent,

Respondents

This matter coming on for
disposal before M. B, G Dis-
sansyake, E=squire, Distriot:
Judge, Mannar on the 20th

day of July 1970 in the pre-.

sence of Mr B. N. Sivapira—.
kasam Proctor on the partof

the petitioner and the petiticn

and affidavit of ths petitioner
having been read;

It in ordered that the sk
respondent be and he is here-
by appointed Gnardian-sd-
Litem over the minors the 3rd
to Tth respondents for the
parpeee of these proceedingy’
and that the petitiover ks and
she i8 hereby declared en-
titled to havo Letters of Ad-
ministration to tbe estate of
the abovenamed deneased and
that Letters of Administra-
siop be issued to her sccord-
ingly noless the respondents
or any other person or pez=
song shall on or befrre the
29th day of August 1970
appear before this Court snd
show aufficient cause to the
satisfaction of this Court to
the sonfrary.

8gd. V. B. G Dissannyake
Distriot Judge

The 20th day of July 1870- -
Drawn by ‘
R. N, Sivapirakasam
Prootor for Petitioner,
86 14 & 21,

wrargoile apr g Gois wdeewg arss wssraar
Tarargemp urs @ris gepder gdisa aryps
srormap osas Qerrsa spomn Qasrsl uis
Toemulare msm £ duigs aes Qhddars,
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