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Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar
(1822 - 1879 |

———

By
V. MUTTUCUMARASWAMY

The Ceylon Govt. is issuing a stamp
in memory of Navalar's 150th Birth-
day Anniversary on 29 -10-7l

SrilaSri Arumuga Navalar was the most
dynamic national leader of the Tamils inthe 19th
century. Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, a natio-
nal leader of the 20th century, hailed Navalar as
the Champion Reformer of the Hindus, Great
writers in Tamil acclaimed him as the father of
modern Tamil prose.

Parents

Arumugam born at Nallur on Decem-
ber 18, 1822, of a family which was noted for its
education, wealth and official position. His father
was Kanthapillai; his mother was Sivakamy.

When Arumugam was nine years old,
his father, a playwright, died. Ratnavilasam, the
unfinished drama written by the father was
completed by the son — Arumugam. This lite-
rary perfomance of young Arumugam was a
Surprise to his brothers - for Arumugam seemed
te be a genius.

His brothers decided to send Arumugam
to the best Tamil Scholars. Senathirayar and Sa-
ravanamutiu scholars of repute were entrusted
with the education of the young gemius who
took infinite pains in his studies and acquired
a thorough knowledge of Tamil literature and
Tamil grammar.

Edtl.xcal:ion

Arumugam was sent to the Wesleyan
Central School, Jaffna, at the age of 12. The Rev.
Peter Percival, who was the Principal of that
School, perceived Arumugam's ability in Tamil
and avidity to study English, asked him to
teach English to the lower classes and Tamil
for the Upper classes. Arumugam left school
at the age of 18

Vocation

Two years later in 1841, Arumugam was
appointed Percival’s Tamil Tutor Percival, a
scholar in English and Tamil, was entrusted
with the task of translating the Bible into Tamil
by the Wesleyan Missionary Society at Madras.
Arumugam was his Assistant. This work of
translation, comparison with the original and so
forth, went on for six years from 1841 and in
the sixth year Percival and Arumugam devoted
six hours daily to this undertaking. When the
work was finished, Parcival took Arumugam to
Madras, in order to give the translation the
finishing touch and sent it to the Press. This
work was referred to a Joint Committee of the
Jaffna Bible Auxiliary Society and the Madras
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SRI LA SRI ARUMUGA NAVALAR
Bible Society, and in 1850, it was published by

the American Mission at Madras as the Union

Tentative Edition,

Arumugam’s knowledge of Sanskrit which
he learnt by himself in order to master the tenets
of Saiva Siddhanta, was commendable.

As a gpeaker, Arumugam, soocn became
popular. His first lecture which was at the age
25, at the Sivan Temple, Vannarpannai, was a first
rate orator and was highly apprsciated,

A Saiva School at Jaffna

Arumugam gave up teaching under Per-
cival and started the Saivaprakassa Vidyalaya,
Vannarpannai, Jaifna, Ceylon, in 1848,

It was a formidable task to run a School
One day he was so overwhelmed with deep
feelings, that he shed tears before the ' Shiva
lingam * and prayed for help; if help was not
forthcoming, he was prepared to die for his
cause, As if in answer te his prayer, Nanni-
thambi Mudaliyar, the father-in-law of Sir Pon-
nambalam Ramanathan, sent a contribution of
Rs. 400/- to Arumugam. With this money he
acquired shop buildings the income from which
by way of rent he utilised to pay the staff. As
a teacher hig services were free and extended
throughout the day and even night.

Arumugam was keen on the exposition
of the Periva Puranam — which consisted of the
biographies of 63 Saiva Saints.

There were no suitable text books for
Saiva students at that time Arumugam felt tha;
he should establish a Press and purchased in
Madras a printing machine and equipment in
1849 ; and estsblished the Press in the premises
of hig school at Yamnarpannai in the same year-

Title of ‘“Navalar”

It was on his way to Madras that Aru- |
mugam was honoured by Subramania Thesikar —
{ Continued en page 6

Jaffna Sports Gala

Services of St. John
Ambulance Brigade
Highlighted

The membera of the
St. John Ambulance Bri-
gade, under the direction
of Dr R. Thirunavukarasu
toiled hard daring the
three days of the Sports
Gala in Jaffos, moviag
from place to place~Cen-
tral College ground, Sta-
dium, the Ojen Air Thea-
tre and even the Lagoon-
where large crowds opn-
gregated, and rendering
First Aid to casualties The
Ambulance and Nursing
Divisions covered all points
of activity from morning
till late at night carrying
the exhausted, nursing the
injured eto.

The Ambulancs Van
that followed the corapeti-
tors in the marathon race
on the last day, had thrills
and trying experiences,
They bad to deal, inter
elia, with the injured in
a8 motor cycle accident,
where the rider was thrown
off the cycle and became
unconscious with a bleeding
head injury. Dr. Thira
navukarasu toek charge
of the situation, paocified
the excited crowd, pre-
vented the bleeding and
rushed to Hospital the
casualty in a critical condi-
tion. The injured oyelist
regained consciousness af-
ter about a day and is said
to be out of danger now.

The promoters, the parti-
cipants and the public
have thanked the Area
Commissioner, Muhandiram
Rasiah for arranging *On
the Spot service” by
skilied and trained per-
gonnel of the Brigade
from the Lianks Ayurvedic
Medical College Tinnevely
Y. M H.A snd Thavady
Sports Uivision, eto.

Return to Sanity

The Feople’s Republio
of China has been seated
in the U- N, on its own
right. As & corollary
Taiwan had to walk out,
laughed off and held
to seoff apd scorm. Con-
gratulations sre, there-
fore, due to the U. N. for
1ts return, though belated,
o sanity.
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THOUGHTS TO BE
TREASORED

e P —

Sri-la-8ri Arumukhs Nava-
Isr was born at s propitions
hour. The Shsiva Religioo
was paoting tor him Ths
Thamil langnage was thirsting
for him. Jafins wae lovging
for him. The Shaiva Beligion
had besun in ths nuugh-h_nldj‘
of alien foroes for two oBfi-
turies. Thami] Literaturs sod
Grammer were gaoled in pal-
myra leaves. Jaffos had oo
leader and was groping in the
dark. Navalar osme, saw snd
gave them sll relief,

~— Shivapadasupdaram,
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HONOUR UNTO
WHOM HONOUR
IS DUE

It is a matter of grati-
fication that the Govern-
ment of Ceylon is issning
special Revenue Stsmps
in honour of 8ri La Sn
Arumuopa Navalar snd Ur.
Apnanda K. Cogmarassmy
two of the foremost
figures among distinguish-
ed Tamila whose nDames
cooupy a permanent place
in the life of Tamilakam:
The recognition of the pa-
tritole services of great
men indicates the place
they ocoupy in the his.
tory of & oountry: No|
history of Lanka will be
complete  without the
mention of the life and
works of Navalar the
Great and Dr. Coomara-
samy, whoss intellectual
distinction and ¢apacity
for true contribution to
the progress of the nation
stand retlected in their
speeches and writings,

NAVALAR THE GREAY

What is it that has
made 8ri La Sri  Arumu-
gam, Navalar the (i =at ?
Spesking for Tamilakam,
the correct criterion for
assesging the worth of the
works of Navalar the
Great 1s the usefulness
and appropristenses of
his contribution m Wri-
ting snd by word of
mouth in the cause of the
langunage thst was his
mother tongue  and the
religion to  which he
belonged.

A

During the time of Na-|lar ideal
s e e e

lengbled to

valar the Great, works of
Tamil Saints, poets and
writers, were mostly in
the original form of the
traditional  ola  seript
susceptible to the threat
of extinction by moth-
sating or ocareless hand-
ling, Realizing the great
worth of these works sod
fesling that they should
be presarved for poaterity,
Vavalar the born patriot
immedistely set about to
put in print all these
worke carefnlly perus-
ed and cdited by him.
Hera was an  effort
for which the entire
Tamilgkam should remain
graveful to him for ever
as every Tamil has been
have easy
access to the apcient
works in glorious Tamil
Literatura,
Supplementing this
gtupendous undertaking,
Navalar the Great set
his attention on \render-
ing arcient poetical works
into loeid and literary
Tamil. Bo learned in lan-
guage and  literature
he was that he produced
four readers, graded app-
ropriately to suit students
acgording to age-groups
praviding lofty lessons
on morals, koowledge
and practice of religion
and citizenship- Himself
strictly eonfirming to the
orthodox way of Saiva
living, Navalar the CGreat
campaigned for purity of
religious practice among
the laity and the priests,
His discourses on religion
were desigaed to educate
the people on religioas
diseipline, Puranspada-
nam was his favourite
pre-ovpapstion  whersein
be found the best method
of teaching religion and
exhorting the  people
to be setrictly religious

If Temilakam in India
had great admiration for
Navalar the Great, it was
becsuse the intsllectuals
thers recognized the worth
of his  writings &and
spesches snd saw in Fim
a true exponent of tradi-
tionsi Saivam snd anoi-
ent Tamil. His oratorical
powera won for him the
crnferment on him of the
title '‘Navalar’ by the Thi-
ruvaveduthurai  Aathee-
nam,

The true worth of this
really great patriot will
remsain. By this recogni-
tion the Government re.
cords in it¢ history the
fact that the people’s wish
ia also the wish of the
Adminisiration. The Saiva
Paripalsoa Sabhai had
been in the forafront of
the agitation for urging
on the (Government the
issuing of a stamp in
eommemoration of the
Gaest Navalar. The B8ri
la Sri Aramugs Navalar
Babhai that was founded
tor the partionlar purposs
of propagating the Nava-

ably p | the
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subject and finally saw
to it that the 1ssue of the
commemoration shamp
was a reality.

e e——e

DR. ANARDA
K, CODMARASANY

——

Another intellectual why
sarned international re-
pute was Dr- Ananda K.
Coomarssamy in whose
memory a commemoration
stamp s being issued
today.

Htarting his scholastic
efforts ss a genlogist Dr.
Coomarasamy covered
many spheres of educe-
tional researeh such as
archaeology, philology.
iconography and metaphy-
sics. But throughout his
brillians career he showed
an abiding interest in the
atudy of religion and
contributed several srti-
cles on Indian art and
culturs whioh |ater wera
published in New York in

book form

preted the Kast to the
West alwave laying em-
phasis on the serenity of
Kastern thought.

He was Research Fellow
in Oriental Art at the
Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston ‘when he died
(1947)

His intereat in the stady
of Hinduism wss so great
and abiding that he had
oollected slmost all the
soriptures, Thirumurais
Puranas and other Hindu
Literature in his library
at his residence. We had
the privilege of visiting
his library in 1959 and
wers surprised to fivd =
full collection of the
Volumes of Rig YVeda and
severa| other valusble
aod rare books co Ssive
philosophy.

The commemoration
stamp may be forgotten
but not the fame and
nama of this great intel-
lagtual,

THOUGHTS ABOUT
DISTINGUISHED TAMILS

- t————

-

Stamp Commemoration Publication
in T'amil and English

FOR SALE AT THE
SAIVA PRAKASA PRESS
JAFFNA

Price 50 Cts.

" Advocate T.
Assumes P

SALVA PARIPA

Muodlr. C. Maottutamby

President of the Jaifna|

Saiva Paripalans Sabhsi
presided over the Annual
General Meeting of the
Sabhai held et = the
Navalar Ashrams Hall
on  October 4, 1971
After the singing of
Thirumarai by Vidwao
Thevaramani P. A, S.
Rajasekaran Othuvar
Moorthigal, motions ex-
presaing condolence at the
passing away of the form-
or President Siddhavtha
Viththakar V. Nagalingam
Prootor and the former
Scoratary Shri A. Thana-
balasingam Proctor werae
adopfed. 1
Mr. B. N, Sivapirakssam
in proposing the first mo
tion peid 8 desecving tri-
bute to the late V. Naga-
lingam and said that the
Sabhai had enjoyed the
privilege of having as its
president ome of the
very few Buiva Siddhanta
cholars of Tamilakam

‘M" i -ﬂ-r‘-

Somasundaram
residentship

UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED Al ANNUAL
* MEETING OF THE

LANA SABHAI
and ons whosa scholarship
was well recognized hy
the Saiva Siddbantha Ha-
majam of Madras,
Continuing Mr. Bive-
pirakesam refarred to the
officient work Shri Nags-
lingam had dons for the

people 8s lawyer and
lectiurer
Siddbantha Bironmani

M. Mylvaganam spoke of
the very valuable services
rendered by Sri A Thana-
balasingam as Secretary of
the Sabhsi for several
yeara and said the im-
provéments to the Sabhai
Navalar Hall and the
inauguration of the fund
to establish shrines of the
Four Great BSants ware
due to the indefatigable
efforte of Shri Thanabala-
singam, _

Scimathi  Manoomeny
Arunasslam ssid that Shri
Thanabalasingam was one
of the very few who dedi-

cated hia time, money aod

Vaithilingam

!tl_xo Sabhai.
Dr. Coomarasamy inter-,

Muodlr. C. Maottutawby
supporting the motions
observed that two great
personalitiss had passed
away, one & Saiva Scholar
another & Saive Bocisl
Warker, both of them
will be remambered as
long ae the Sabhai exiat-
ed.
The minutes of the pre-
vious Anuual Meeting the
Annual Report, and Lhe
Annual Statement of Ac-
counts wers approved by
the audisnce.

Mudaliyar Muttutamby
expressed the view that
his old age prevented him
from consenting to scoept
nomisation for the Pre-
sidentahip and stated that
younger members with
equal eothusiasm as he
hag should be ssddled with
the responsibility of the
office of President of a
very ald and useful Saiva
Orgavization that drew ite
inspiration from Navaiar
Peruman., Mudaliyar then
proposad the name) of Ad-
vocate T. Somasondaram
Mr B N, Sivepirakssem
spoke in support of the
suggestion Mr. Somasun-
daram was elected Presid-
ent without contest.

Shri Ragupatha Muodali-
yar, the Seoretary of the
Tabbsi since the passing
awsy of the former Sec-
retary Shri Thapabala-
singém Wad unamimoualy
elected Secretary snd
Skri C. Manmatharayan
was re-glected Treasorer.

Vioe Presidents Mudly.
C. Muttotamby end Siva
U. Somasegeram were
re-gleoted. :

Asat Seoretsries: Saiva
Pulavar V. Sittambalam
sod Shri 8 Seavaratoam.

Siddhanths Bironmany
M. Mailvaganam was rs-
elecied EHeligious Propa«
gaaoda Secretary.

ORDER NISI
I¥ TN DISTRIOT CO®A? OF
MANNAR
Teatemeniary Jurisdickion
No. 4754
[o tkie mat er of the in-
teatate eatate of the
late K. Thanigasalam
of 19/1 Chetty Street,
Nallur, Jaffoa
Deceased
Gunapoosbacam widow of
K. Thanigasalam of
19/1  Chetty  Street
Nallur, Jaffns
Vs Petitioner
I K. Logeswaran
2 T. Vigoakomara
3 1. Asokan '
4 T Mahesvaran
af do
The 2 — 4  Respon-
depts sre minors by -
theiv g - 8 « 1 the Ist
Reupi.

all

, Reapoadants
~ This matter comirg oo
for disposal belore A.
Esquire.
Digsriot Judge Jaffpa on
the 3rd. day of August
1871 in the presence of

energy to the progress of

TR WA mereeas . v

)

Mr. €. T. Komeraswamy

- J
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Prockor oo the part of
she petitioner and the
affidavit of the petitioner
having been read:—It is'
ordered that the lst
Respondent be appointed
g-n-l over the 4, 3 and 4
minor Respondents aud
that Letters of Adminis-
tration be issued to the
Petitioner, widow of the
deceared, unless the Res-
pondents or any persons
interested in the matter
shall  show  sufficient
cesuee to the contrary Lo
the satiafaction of this
Court on the Ilth day of

November 1971.
This 3rd day of Auguab
1971
Bgd. A. Yythilingam

" District Judge
109 22 & 29

Non Violence
in Action

——

( We reproduce below
a soul-stirriog article on
‘Ahimsa’ by Gandhiji's
Seoretary Pyarelal in the
'People's Aotion” a
monthly News Latter of
Sarva Sevs -Sangh New
Dalbi.)

Ahimsa or noaviolence
is not the name of a parti-
culsr form of action. It is
the qualiby of our action
that consetitutes Ahimsa.
[f our sotion lagks that
guality, it will not sbhow
the power thas is ponvio-
lence, although ontwardly
it may bave the form of a
wopviolent agtion. In
ether words, it i8 not the
act iseelf but what lies
behiod the ack that makes
it nooviolent-

Letus take the recent
peace march in Calcatta.
1i we rely npon serengvh
of our numbers but do not
have that love io our
hearts and faith in God
asnd in bumsn nature, soch
a march will ook b8 a de
monatration of Ahimsea
but only our show foree
which is anposther form of
violence. lodeed show of
force bhas mest of the
drawbacks of viclence
withaut its efficacy, like
biss of serpent that has
lost its fangs, which serves
euly to bring wupon it
reprisals  without confer-
ring the oapacity tostrike
back. That is why Gan-
dbiji, when be  seot big
po-workers ou fbeir **do
or dia” miasion 1n : Noak-
hali, insisted on posting
not more than opa worker
in & gentra, “God with
obe makes u majority” ,he
anid **On the otbher haod,
if you are even 1,000
strong bot do pot have a
living faith in God, it will
pnot avail you muoh."

What is Ahimea? It is|

the power that manifests
itself in us When we de-
velop an awnraness of Iiia;l
It canpot be taught by
word of month, Butit can
be communieated by fhs

~_HINDU ORGAN

I' | Sri La Sri dﬁfumﬁga Navalar

(Conﬁnuudz from page 5)
the Head of the Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt — with
the tiMle of ““ Navalar'' which means the Orator —

as he was much impressed by Arumugam’s

oratorical powers and his discourses on the
Saiva religion, ,
Author

Soon afterwards, Arumuga Navalar (as
we shall now call him ) wrote a series of Rea-
ders for children and published them in
1850. He published the Periyapurana Vasanam
in 1852 — distating to the compositors his sen-
tences, the ¢ Suppira Potham” in 1853] and
the +* Saive Thooshana Pariharam” in 1854
He found that he had to reply fo the numer-
ous attacks upon Hinduiam and therefore pub-
lished tracts attacking Christianity. If we
read the “ Morning Star”' from 1845 — 1855,
we will find much referemce to Navalar az well as
letters and articles penned by " Arumugavar

Press at Madras

Navalar realized that he should have a
big Prees, possible at Madras. So he went to
Madras and, bought one in 1860 ; and housed
it at 300, Mint Street, Madras; the Press is
koown ag '* Navalar Vidyanupalana Press . His
beloved disciple, N. K Sathasivampillai, a
bachelor like Navalar, was his assistanl and super-
visor-in-charge of the publications of Navalar.
Two important clasgical works in Tamil, which
were formerly Ola Books, were published by
Sathasivampillai One was Thirukkural by Thiru;
valluvar, with notes by Parimelalahar in 1860 -
the other was Thirukkovaiyar by Si{ Manicka.
vasagar with notes by Navalar in 1861. 4

Founder of a School at Chidambaram

SrilaSri Arumuga Navalar had a deep

yearning to establish 2 Saiva School at Chidam-
baram — which ig the “Mecca'' of. Hindus.
It is a very sacred city. In 1852, he
convened a public meeting at his Vidyalaya
in Vannarpanvai, appealed f{or funds and
collscted a goed sum. Similarly he held a public
meating at the Siddhi Vinayagar Temple, Pi
Pedro snd collected negessary funds.
_ On his way from Jaffna to Chidambaram
he was feted at Ramnad, Madura, Thiruvannama-
lai and Eumbakonam. Navalar's orations thrilled
hig listeners; here was a man of unflinching will
and an erudite scholar. He established the Saiva
Tamil School at Chidambaram in Octocber 1864.
This became known as Arumuga Navalar High
School. There is also a Primary School. Mr. K
Rajeswaran, is the Trustee of this School and of
Navalar's Press at Madras ( at present).

Navalar went to Madras, established z
Thiruthondar Punniya Sabhai and organised
a series of stimulating talks on Hinduism.

While at Chidambaram, Navalar had
noted that some of the priests of the temple offi-
ciated as priests without having cbtaimed ' Siva
Daeksha”’. He heard that goats were being sacri-
ficed at this temple. He was pained at heart and
not only did he convene a meeting but also con-
d;mn this practice, and issued a tract against
this:

‘The priests of Chidambaram wers angry
with Navalar. Theyset up one Ramalingapillai
of Karunguli to abuse Navalar. When Navalar
heard about this he filed a case at Manchukup-
pam Court. As a resull Ramalingapillai denied
abusing Navalar; The chief prissts of Saba

had gained a moral victory.,

Navalar at Jaffna
(1870 — 1879

Navalar returmed to Jalfna in 1870 and

was welcomed warmly by the psople.
He published the ‘" Talpana Samaya

Nadesar temple were fined Rs. 30/.. Navalar °

waran)an Sgn who exem-|officials =0 that

plifies” in his

personal exampla ol oue

power, Hie Ahimsa has
‘:-:'_-qu'- 'E_JEI:I‘-.-;. H.' -

who has him self experi-jenabled him to overcowme
enoed 1t. We may take|the prejudice and dispel
the example of Shri Vis- |suspicion of the Pakistani
they
person its|helped him to gema to
{ Continned on page 8
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Nilai 1872" in which’he lashed out at the social

vices of his age.

Another tract he published on the Nallur
Kandaswamy Temple in 18785, in a acathing expo-
sure of the nom-agamid practices in that temple.

Arumuga Navalar was a “Hampden"
fighting for the rights of his people. In 1B:8 a
great famine stalked the land. The Goverament
established dispensaries io give {ree medicine
and distribute food. But there were no proper
officials to atiend this work. It was at the time
when Twynam was Government Agent of Jaiina.
He was Government Agent from 1867,

Twynam, the Government Agent, turned
a deaf ear to the people’s appeals. The peopls
appealed to Arumuga Navalar, who convened a
public meeting at the Saivaprakasa Vidyalaya,
Vannarpannai, Jalfna and deplored the attitude
of the Government. Navalar drew up a petitien
in English and sent it to James Longden the Ge.
vernor. Soon after, a Commission was set up
to invastigate the corruption of the administration

Buti the lesser officials of the time saved
Twynam. The '*Morning Star” (English ) attack.
ed Arumuga Navalar; but articles published
in ‘Ilankai Nesan” and * Udays Bhanu' twe
Tamil publications in 1877 supported the
canse of the people. Navalar continued his agita~
tion. Eminent leaders such as Chellapapillai
({ Chiel Justice of Thiruvananthapuram, Tranque-
bar ), Coomaraswamy Mudaliar and Ponnambalam
Ramanathan, sent a joint petition to the Sec-

. retary of State for the Colonies in tha United

Kingdom_  But the Colonial Office heeded not,

Twynam was not able to curb the inde.
pendeént spirit of WNavalar who fought for
the vindication of justice. In the end, he had
fathomed Navalar's mind Such was the regard
for Navalar that all officers in the Kachcheri
attended Navalar's funeral in 1879,

Navalar was a seer. He had the foresight
to know that Ponnampalam Ramanathan was
going fo be the leader of the nation. He
presented a memorandum to James Longden the
Governor stafing among other things that Rama.
nathan was a fit man in every respect, a patriot
and scholar and one who would be of service teo

his country and people. He went from vill-
age to village in support of Ramanathan. On the
22nd of May 1879, Navalar organised the public
meeting at Saivapragasa Vidyalaya, Vaanarpan.
nai and supported Ramanathan’s candidature to
ths Legislative Assembly, which was vacant
owing to the death of Sir C. MuttuCoomaraswamy.
C. Brito, Advocate sought nomination in con.
test against Ramanathan. Ramanathan was
Nominated Member by the Government, ]

Navalar died in 1879 at his house is
Vannarpannai

Navalar was the first Saivite to establish
a Printing Press in Jaffna, and counter Christian
propaganda. He was one of the earliest to publish
classics which were in Ola form, preserved zea-

lously by Heads of Mutts, which only a few
privilaged people were able fo gae.

Navalar was one who expected each reli-
gionist to follow his religion in the proper wnanner,
and exhorted the Saivites to be good practising
Saivites.

His influence has remained. The Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai was established in 1888. The
Jaffna Hindu College was established in 1890; the
Jafina Tamil Sangam was founded by Navalar's
sister’s son T. Kailasapillai in 1899, This Sangam
held examinations in Tamil and awarded Certili.
cates in Tamil. The Victoria College, Chulipuram
was founded at the beginning of this century and
the Hindu Board of Education was started in
1924. It was ha who pointed out the greatoess
of Thiruketheeswaram to the Hindus, It was due
to his efforts that the Sivan Temple at Keerimalai
was rebuilt. He was indeed a peerless man,
whose fame has grown with the passage of time.
A bronze statue has been erected by a grate=

ful public, at Nallur in 1969.

, It gives us infinite delight to understand
that the Government of Ceylon has decidéd“;:o

issue a stamp in memory of the great Navalar

ber 29, 1371 Pl A b
By o M b o S, s Lo s

on the occasion of the apmiversary in Qcto-
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Non Violence in Action

. |masses,
( Contivued from psge 7) ;the good or harm dome to{olothing the spirit of seli-
ourse|ves- And this|less love, informed with o

Indis to meet his old ailing
mother in spite of the fact
that not very long ago he
bad been black-lizted and
was even jailed oo puspi-
gion. We &bould lesrn
from bim the secret of ita|

power and hew to culti- hungry we should fe:] the orthodox cottage charkha

vate if,

Nouviclence or Abimsa
is soul force as opposed to
physical foree or brute
forae, and superior to if
It is at work everywhere
every moment even in
nature in the raw where
the law of the jungle is
supposed to prevail. i
is the law of onr Dbeing.
We have all experienced

it one tima or ancther,|physical, wental or even|Dever

We have the simpless ings-
tance of it when a listle

child exaspexates ita mo-|vice or for acquiriog fit-|beavily precccupied he

ther by its persistent de-
mand for something- In
her irritation she slaps it,
Butinstead of retaliating,
it rons to her and clings
to her for protection.
That simple sot converis
ber anger into love sp
that she covera it with
kisges
wish.Hereisan example ol
the power of non-vielence
in action. The frail litile
child’s love prevaile over
ite  mother’'s suoperior
physical strength.

To cultivate the power
of Ahimsa we npeed to
have the ionogence of &
child, the purity of heart
like a child’s, & child’s
unsophisticated faith in
its mother.

There is, bowever, one
difference. In the caee
of a child ite innocenge i@
ita unerring guida- Bul
we, who have eatev the
frait of knowledge, need
knowledge,
erring guidance Man s
an odd mixzture of the
augel and the brute. Love
that serves not the high-
est in us but our lower
nature is not Jove but
infatnstion — blind love.
It degrades both him who
gives and bim that re
opives it. Knowledge is
that which enables us fo
know the angel from the
brute in us. A mother
that foclishly pampers
ber child renders it ill
gervice. A wife that pan-
ders to her husband’s vices
gerves. ill both berself
and her busband and
the sopiety. That is why
one of the greatest of our
pages, Shri Ramakrishoa
Paramahamsa, said that
ne one can troly serve
man onless be has learat
to know and love the God
in him.

.

True Measure

To oultivate ths power
of Ahimsa we have o

identify ourselves with all|!
that lives to make the|it.
rrows of others|ed bis consh
We must feel|gramme,

joys and 8o
onr own.

and satisfies its

for our un-.

awareness s=hould be solkpowledge and sn aware-|r
keen that when they euf-|pess of the goal to which |muititude of common ail-
ignorauce
. nd neglect, which exact
Gandhiji never wearied |such a heavy toll of sui-
ering in India’s eountless
best symbolised by the|yilleges. Noneof them had
received any formsl edu- life snd its problems than
they had

for we sctually suffer
with them jnst as the
whole body feels the pein
when any member of it is
bruiged. When they go

panga of atarvation. Con-
versely, when they are
fed, we should feel as if
we bad a
shough our
empty-
said to love others if we
allow ourselves enjoyment
of luxories
lack even bread; if we
use onr talant and energy
in the pursnit of oaor

intelleotnal satisfaotion.
when 1t i3 peeded for ser-

nuess for it

Self-denial, joyous and
joy-giving that ounr love
for others can evoke in
us is the only trne mea-
sure of onr love. All the
rest is solemn huombug.

The five basic epiritnal
digcipiipes  trutb, npoop-
violence i. e. retorning

good for evil, uon-gosses-
sion or voluntary poverty
non-stealing, and com-
plete self control i. e. de-
dication of all our senses
snd senee organs to the
arvice of God through
the service of his crea-
tion, are thns five corole
laries of the law of uni
versal love, otherwise
known a8 Abimsa.  They
are also the test points on
which our practice of that
law is tested, Ceaseless
practios of these spiritual

disgiplines  conatituted
Gandhiji’a striving or
tapasys for Ahimsa. He

was himeelf out in the
gervice of the destitute
and the oppressed deny-
ing himself even rest and
gleep; he pract'sed abs=
temiongoese, self-disci-
pline and self-control to
make and keep himself
physically, weutally and
spiritually fis for service;
he depied himeelf what
coald not be shared with
cthers, need every mo-
ment of bis waking houors
gither for service or for
gaining fitoees for it. He
suffered when others suf-
fered, with the result
that when he suffered
they all soffered with
him.

In the olden days Rishis
used to perform tapasys
fur the snceour of the
distressed.
fels that for our times
this was pot enough.

To this end he devis-|t

(Censtructive |8

But Gandhiji| women
Aehram, like
In|Gandhi,
our era of the common|Deasi and Mrs. Narbari
man tapasys needed to be|Parikh to serve the men
democratised so that mil-|and women in the Bihar
jous could participate in|villages. They took with

ruotive pro-|quinine,

it is directed.

of proclaiming that it was|f

certainly Dot

or better still, takli, be-|g

men oecupied
domestic chores, and de-

lame, and anawers a uni-
versal basic need as noth-
ing else, That is why he
migged his daily
gpinning, no
til‘ed or

sacrificial
matter how

wae or 8ven when be was
fasting or was confined
to his sick-bed. It was
the means and measure
of his identification with
the destitute millions of
India. This was the se-
oret of the willing allegi-
ance of Ipdia's masses
that be commarded 8o
that at his bidding fhey
were prepared to face
hardships; sufferings, loss
of earthly posgessiocos,
even death itself in our
struggle for independence.

Faith in God

It is pet merely what
we do but what we are
that makes for the power
of Abjmsa. If we are
truthful, pure - hearted,
self-disciplined; if in our
beart there is love even
for those who may have
ill-treated wus, if we pre-
gent a model of cleanli
pesg—individual and cor-
porate — punctuality, abs-
temiousness and physical
and mental health; above
all, if we embody the
spirit of selflesa servics
that comes from a living
taith in God we will be
able to draw the people to

us and ocommand their
spontaneous  obedience.
They will of their free

w'll then do for us what
no reward of punishment

School of Satyagrqha

en

ments,
a

& Ppower|cation.
driven Ambar Charkha— |rpeeived eduoation in the
Satyagraba:
feast, even|cause it oan be plied by 2} |t consisted of the Ashram
stomech is|ehild of six or seven, a8|way of life.
We capnot be|well as by illiterate Wo*|them to go snd work
in their|freely among ntter stran-
gers. T hey were pot afraid
when they|crepit old men, even the|of the police or other Gov-
eroment offiocials;

God and
ablad

vity

this provided
ened and sustained that

programme is tapasya re-|with these and with gim-
duced to the terme of the ple nature-cure methods
It consists of they were able to provide
medical relief to thousands
f men women and child-
from a

suffering

due to

Bat

chool of

ived gimply

them to

cheerfully.

They tanght

one counld fight

awakening among

apd goides,
could

ever ready to carry out.

It ensabled

they
like the
=illage folk, could make
do with whatever
fare the logality provided
apd keep themselves in
health on balapced diet
aonservatively
They dressed
hend spun, were unsophi
atioated in their depors-
ment and speech, osed no
cosmatios. Their faith in
in Pprayer en-
endure
physica! discomfort =nd
iage dangers and difficul-
ties

plain

cooked.
in coarse

the vil
|agers the three R’a and
get an example io clean=

liness, efficient lseifless
service and personal
conrage. Above all they

koew aod told them how
oppres-
sion, injustice and wornge
with ge f-anffering In in-
aredibly short time they
beaame the focus of anew
the
village folk of Cbamparan,
who began to logk upon
them as their true friends
whom they
trust always sand
whose bebests they were

The same was repeated
in Bardoli- The exzample
set by constrnokive works
in varions Ashrams with
which the talnga was dot-
ted became a most potent
educative force.
shrough-ennstructive aoti-
created a bood of
mutoal trust between them

Bervice

sirength-

bond. It became the baise
of noviolent ograpisation
of the Bardoli peasantry
which no governmental
repression could break. It
made suvcessfnl Bardoli
Satvagraba possible.
There is  none of us, L
believe, who, if be looked
sround bim, would bpot
find some one less privi-
leged and less able to face

he. Let every Shanti
Salnik make it a point to
lock np one such and try
to make hiz today better
than his yesterday. his
toemorrow better than his
today Did he bave his
rice at midday without
any vegetables or salt?
He can be helped to add
salt and some greens fo
his eveping meal. Has he
had » cut or a bruise? He
can be given an ansiseptic
dressing of ashes of burns
paper or a cold compress
or an earth poulkice for
immediate relief. Is he
suffering from dyzentery,
seables or worms! Oube
oan cur® him in a week's
time. Has hedirty olothes
because he oannot afford
soap? He cau be tanghy
and helped to improvise
ja datergent from the ashes
of plante, without any
|cost to him, to wash bis
clothes with,
Burning Earnestness
1s some one dapreised
or in diffioulty? A word
of sympathy. snd right
advice can perhaps brace
bim up and lighten bie
head. Each little step
taken in this way will
indicate the next and
clear the way for it,
Their ocamp life should
provide the sainiks train-
ing in the simpla life,
gconomical and health
giving; in individual and
oorporate  cleanliness,
pupctoality, thrift, mut-
val help and cooperation
The regulstion of rels-
tionships awmong the
gainiks in their ecamp or
in their own homes can
8erve as & university par
excellence for the calti-
vation of the power of
Abimsa Shanti Sainiks
muat make a close stndy
of the problems of social
injustice snd the rook
canses of the paople’s

by the ,most ruthiess of |and the villagers. The |sufferings,and give proof
dictators could exact|opportupity for day- to[of their burning earnesé-
from them, day commupnion which|ness not by words only

but by their deeds — for
the removal of the same.

To illustrate, Gandij
wept to Champaran to
fight 'a ocentury-old op-
pression. In pursuaoce of
of his plan he sent oul
inmates ofg his
Kasturba

T e goie apr g Wava

Editor: B, N.

hem only threse  drogs-
castor oil and
olpbury ointent. Bui

el mag #fss e
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