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Dravidian

Navigation

And Trade

BY J. R. SINNATAMBY

In this artiele I am ra-

East. These enlminating

ferring to various autho-'exertions started in the
pities who have testified first century after Chris!

to the infinence exerted
by Drav.diaps in South
Asia, Bouth Esst Asia &
Europe in the field of

Navigation and Trade.

Evidence has been
found in Harappa which
establishes the existence
of trade between Kerala

and Harappa. This evi- by Gresk a
dates Wwriters, as pointed out by

dence, therefore,

this tradin? activity as
early as about 2500 B. C.

The fact that names of
articles which
arrived in kaurope before

pnkncwn

6§00 B. C. are Dravidian
also indicates G(ha anti-

quity of Dravidizn trade

snd navigation.

Ancient maritime acbi-
vity in South East Asia
has been noticed by Ne-
Gorinpi and obbhers.

bru,

During the Portuguase
wara in Ceylon, dravidian
Ceylon

well’
a8 dravidian bpaval assis-
§anca, was mada available
to the beleagured Sinha-

goldiers from

and India, as

lese Kingdom.

Referring
grade and

to

P 103,
turally
gea than the north.

“The South na

forences (o, ‘yavana’
wines and vases and
lamps ‘Yavapa’ was

ohiefly used for Greeks,
but perbaps vaguely for

all foreigners, The A

masted  ship,

It was the south, there-
fore, which took the lead
great enterprise
in estar
blishing Indian Colonies
sll over the ielands in the

in a
which resulted

Indian
golonisation
Nehro points out,(Glimp.
ses of World History.

looked more fto
Moss
of the foreign trade was
with the south and Ta-
- mil poems are full of re-

n-
dhre coine of the second
and third ceuturies bear
the device of a large two-
which
ghows how very much in-
terested the old Andhras
must have been in 8bip-
building and sea trade.

and they oontinued for
hundreds of years.”

The names Oriza (Rice)
and Zingiber occur in
Psolemy’s Geography of
1Ceylon dated about 100
'AD. Lltis of interest to
note in this connection
that names of spices msed
and Roman

Mendis are of Dravidian
Origin, (History of India,
Vol. 2, P 598, edited by
Sastri).

Keopedy io & con'ribu-
tion to JRASGDB (1898
has pointed out that all
unkpown artieles which
reached FEorope before
800 BC bhad Dravidian
nsmes, while Rhyas David
has pointed out (Buddhist
India P 50) *“Merchants
who  tracked between
India and Babylon mostly
Dravidiang not Aryans
sach lndian pames |as
adopted in the west of
goods imported Dravidian
not Sanskrit or Pali”, and
Bohoif (Periplas of the
Erythraen Sea, P 229),
has pointed ouf that sea
trade was principally Dra-
vidian development in the
old world.

Mookerji of the Univer-
gity of Calentta gnctes
Foulkes as saying “The
faot is now scarcely to be
doubted that the rich
oriental merchandise of
the dayse jof King Hiram
and King Solomon had its
gtarting place in the sea
ports of Deccan and that
with a very high degree
of probability of some of
the most esteemed of
spicss which were carried
into Egypt by the Medi-
antish Merchante of Gene-
g8 XXX Vii, 25, :8 and
by soms of the Patriarch

been cultivated in the
spice gardens of Deccan”
....... He ohserves farther
#The Ilabours of Voo
Bohlen confirming those
of Liassen have established
tbe existence of Maritime
Commerce between India
and Arabia from khe very

earliest period of human-
1ty”’. “More interesting
and. reliable information
regarding some of these
South JIodian ports 8
supplied by ‘the Tamil
literature of the times in
which are contained des-
criptions of magpitude
and magoilicence which
cannok fail 60 bring home
o our minds the throb-
bing international life
pervading entire Tamila~
kam?*'.

Heeren has observed in
his historical works ‘‘np-
wards of 300 years befora
Christ, and consequently
of nine hondred yeara be-
fora the time of Cosmas,
the islapd of Ceylon and
above all the northern
part, together with the
chanoel whigh divides it
from the Indian contin-
ent, was the seat of a
very active and opulent
trade”,

Referring to Kaveri-
pumpattivam K. V. Ra-
man in an article “HExea-
vations at Pumpohar'’ re-
fers to it as “the eele-
brated pert of the Early
Cholas, is now an iosig-
nificant fisherman’s ham=
let on the eastern epast
erast of Tamilpad, where
the river Kavari joias the
gea. Its [lonrishing com-
meree, ite well plapved
lay out besutiful man-
sions, the harbonr area,
religious centres ete. are

all enlogised in esrly
Tamil works like the
Silappadikaram, the
Manimekhalai and the

Pattinappalal.......".

Gerinihas pointed onut,
(Researches on Ptolemy’s
Geography of Eastern
Asia', “It is pnow well
known, in fact. that early
before  Ptolemy’s and
Marino's time nobt only
Syrian, but also Parthian,
Arab and Alezandrian
mercghants, oubtdistaneing
the exploits of the
Phoenicians and Chal-
deans, the western
world's pioneers in Has-
tern navigation  and,
following in the wake of
the Dravidians of Soath
ern Iodia, to whom be
longs the honour of hav-
ing first opened the sea
route leading to the Chi-
ngse gea and founded
mercantile setblements
all over the coast of the

{ Continued on page 6
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Blood Donéﬁ@n —
Service Par Excellence

B e L L e e ]

By Muhandiram E. P. Rasiah, 5. ».

Area Cummissioner,

Consequent to a se ious

accldent, if & person bleeds or

prof usely, steps should be
taken to arreat the bleed-
ing and replace the lost
blood, otherwise that per-
son was likely to die.
Modern science has, there-
fore, found a methnd to
extract blood from healthy
persons; to preserve it in
what are calied ¢DBlood
Banks” and to draw rn
them when the nacessity
arose and to supply it by
transfusion to casuoalties
or needy patients. Thus

the lives of injured men|

and ansemic persons,
pndergoing major oper-
ations, counld be saved
by replacing lost blood
by this method. Science
has salsy grouped the
human blcod into fonr
eategories—not high caste
or low caste, male or
female—bat A B or uni-
versal recipients and A, B
and O or universal donors.
And this blood is taken
from healthy persous,
between the ages of 18
and 45, after testing their
state of general health,
freedom from disease ete.

In Colombo, the most
frequent donors of blood
happen to be sailors in
foreign ships that touch
the port of Colombo, and
naval and military per=
sonnel, Im Jaffna, the
people through ignorance
or fear, are reluctant to
come forward to donate
blood, with the result the
Blood Bank in the Gener-
al Hospital, Jaffna (with
about a 1000 patients)
suffers invariably from a
depleted stook. General-
ly, the relatives of
patients  donate their
blood or they hire some
persons (paying fabulous
gums) to find the blood
The Prison authorities in
Jaffna often send some
of their prisoners, who
donste their blood and
obtain parments of Rs, 10
per person.

We are told by medical
officers that mno ill-efiecte
will be experienced by
donors of bicod. Normal-
ly with a few minutes rest
and a nice cup of coffee
they can get refreshed
and go their way.

St, John Ambulance

Daily we hear of one

more road-accidenta
endangering the lives and
limbs of persons and pe-
destrians, Yoo yourself
may he the casualty in
such accidents snd your
life may hang on the ba-
lance, consequent to loss
of blood. It may be that
prompt transfusion of
blood may tip the secales
in your favour and save

your precious life,

About 20 youngsters
( including & young girl )
from  the Tinnevely
Y.M.H.A, Fast Ad

and Nursing Divisions
came forward end geve
blood last week and won

the thanks of Dr. C. A,
Philippiah, the M. O.
Blood Bank. He was

kind encugh to take his
Van to Tinnevely, regard-
lass of the heavy rainaand
there extract the blood
from the vclooteers, who
refased to accept the
usua] payment of Rs 10/~
The M.O. will be ho-
nouring them with certi-
ficatea.

Mr. W. N. Theva-
kadadcham, our Sscretary
through his silvery talk
was able to persnade the
trainees . at the R. D.
Training Centre at Atcha-
vely to donate their blood
to the Blood Bank. It is
noped that the First
Axders from other parts
of Jaffa  will fol-
low this lead and volun-
teer. to donate thelr
blood and ensble the
Jaffna Blood Bank to
maintain a good stock of
this life-saver,

Jaffua Peninsula iz a
gmall place, but the past
is full of the rich records
of the noblest impulses
that move mankind—Iiove,
gacrifice and service Love
for a humane cause, sac—
rifice and service for the
future of the well - baing
of those near and dear
tous. So, I will appeal
to every healthy indivi-
dual to come forward to
render this inestimabla
service and belp us save
the precious lives of our
broithers and sisters in

8ri Lianka,
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My Father who taught
me the path of love, cut
asunder the pristine im-
purity inherent in ths
heart so as to make all
my aconmulated sins to
fly away made me Sivam
(Godiy) and enslaved me
—the way He bestowed
Grace on me, it 18 indeed
wonderful and preferen
tial treatment too, and

vouchsafed to others,
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THOUGHTS
ON THIsUVEMBAI

W.th the advent of the
month of Markali (Nov
ember-December) a num
ber of special observanczs
significant in Saiva reli-
gious practice begin. Thi-
ruvembai festivais com-
mence on the wake of
Vinayahs Shasti  and
oonclude on the Kull
Moon day — Thiruva-
thirai.

These religious obser-
vances  give devotees
great exercize of the mind
and body. Though the
oustom of Tamiinad is
for daily life to com-
mence in the early hours
of the morning with pray-
ers after attention to
oleanliness of the body is
paid, yet during the
Thiruvemba festivals do-
votees start the day
much earlier and per-
form several duties that
are in the  nature
of disciplinary exercise
and devotional activities
The traditional habit of
rising from bed with the
crowing of the cock and
rushing to the rivalet
for bathing, singing the
praiss of God Almighty
and making others join
the ohorue slong the
streets and lanes 18 most
conspiouous during Thiru.
vembavai Saiat Manicka.
vachega Swamigal in his
inimitable and elegant
atyle of poetical precigsion
gepists 8 soene in Which

young girls are featured
a8 putting up from bed
their colleagues in the
still emall hours of day
break chanting the Holy
Name of Lord Shiva and
singing His praise in the
form of question and
apswer. These poems are
both exquisite and expla-
natory, They deal with
the age-long practice of
daily devotional duties
beginning with the co-
operative undertaking
of damsels rousing one
another from slumber and
plunging into pondes of
pure water, all the time
having in mind the
thoughts of the Bupreme
Shiva Peruman and giving
vent to expressions of
prayer—ful devotion by
means of inagtructive dia-
loguaes.

The Great Navalar, in
his time, used to give
excellent expositicns on
the Thiruvembavai in
Temples so that the de-
vo.ees might comprehend
the exact significance of
this religious oceremony.
It will be appropriate #nd
necessary  if  similar
lessons are given to wor
shippers during the times
of festivai, high festivals
and on occasions of parti-
cular import 1n order that
devotees might bs able to
know the purpose of
religious ceremonies in
their proper perspective.
Saiva Sabhais must be
able to do much propa-
ganda in this direction.

Lelter to the Editor

Re-Admission to
Grade I
Sir,=—

I think that the Trade
Unpions are correct in ap-
pealing to the Minister
of Hducation regarding
the implementation of
raiging the school entering
age for children from & to
6 ycars. As a parent and
well-wigher of the youn
ger gensration, [ am much
worried aboat my child
who could not be admitt-
ed to Grade I this year
because he was underage
by 5 days only. If the
age is raised to 6 years
next year my child will
not be eligible to got ad
migsion to Grade I in
1972, becanse he will be
5 days underage then-
As suggested by the
Unions and Educationists
these children who will be
six years by the middle
of next year or by the
Ist Term of pext year
should be given certain
concession to the rule so
that they may be give
admission next  year.
Otherwise some children
will be nearly 7 years by
the time they attend
school. This applies to

my unlacky child who!
will be 6 years 11 months’

{
and 26 days i e. nearlyj

7 vears next year.

For example, a child
who was born on Jan. 31,
1966 will be studying in
the grade IlI next year,
but my child wh) was
born on  February 5,
1966 will be able to get
admission to grade 1 in
973 only. Bince this
unlucky child wae born
on February 5, 1966, he
has been penalised by
the rigid rules and regu-
lations of the Edunecstion
Department for adm:s-
gion in Jan. ‘971 As
there will be lot of va-
eancies 1n Grade I next
vear, 1 hope that the
Minister of Hducation
2 d other Specialists in
Educational reforms will
consider  this  matter
sympathetically and try

to help these wulucky
children who will be
compelled to waste their
precions and valuable
time at% home, if they

could not get admission
at least next year.

May Lord bless the
Minister of Education and
others.

Yours etc.
T. CanagaRsjsh
Kandermadam
Jaffna, 15 -11- 71

A LITERARY
EVENT

A confluence of two
literary traditions finds
expression with an indi-
viduality that reflects the
spiritual need of the times
in a unique literary work
that is to be released on
the 26th of this month at
Karainagar - ivan temple
‘[en miles North of Jafina
mn the Village of Karai-
nagar, there is the ancient
temple of 8ivan which
has been popularly known
as the Chidamparam of
Ceylon &8 reminder of the
famoueg Shrine in South
India. The Portuguese
demolished this Sarine
which tradit'on says has
been built by Kulakkot-
tan, the Prince who was
respousible for the cons
truction of Kansalsi. In
later age, devotees of the
Shrine recons rncted it
and it stands today s &
tribute to the indnstry

and devotion of the
Village. Pulavarmani
Ilamuoruganar, foremost

among the contemporary
Tamil poets, has arystatised
the folk traditionas of this
Shrine into a Kavys,
which is a literary event
No work of such eminence
has appeared in Cevlon,
gince the famous Kavya
of Arasakesari of the 13th
century. Pulavarmani
Ilamuruganar belongs to
a galaxy of Tamil savants
tha last of whom was
Somasundara Pulavar, his
father, a household name
among Tamii Poets. He
( Over to page 7 )

Dravidian

Navigation

And Trade

( Centinned from page 5)

Far East......."”"

The assistance given by
the Dravidians to the
Kandyan peopls oan be
inferred from what Abey-
singhe says in hizg bgok
““Portuguese Rule in Cey-
lon”, “While the Portu-
guese were receiv ng rein-
forcements from Goa o
other sources, Vimalad-

barmasuriya was no
tighting & lone war As-
sigtance for him game

from the Nayak of Ma-
dura and the king of
Motliapur. Their aid togk
the form of contingenta
of Vadugai troops, who,
according to the Portu-
guese writers, were some
of the best fighting men
in India at the time.......
Their aid reached Kandy
through the ports of
Mannar, Puttalam and
Trincomales and  the
Kingdom of Jaffna...".

While Spittel, { Time=
of Ceylon Aonunal, 1969 ),
has pointed out, ““In 1518
the Portuguese arrived
with an armads and built
a store of atone and mor.
tar on & headland jutting
into the sea, and eguipp-
ed it with artillery. The
store had now come a
fortrese.......

The King of Kotte re-
gented this. Aided by the
Moors he attacked and
beseiged the fort with an
over whelming foree...... -

This was the boginning
of a long series of hosti-
lities in which the Sinha-
lese and Muslimn, sup:
poried by the fleets and
soldiers of the powerful
Rajah of Calicut, strove
hard to drive the Portu-
guese from the Igland
without snceess’,.

Referring to the North
of Crylon Bertolacci, who
wa8 an Auditor Genera!
of Ceylon in his book on
Ceylon says ‘i suppose
that; in remote antiquity,
the onasting trade, frcm
one half of Asia to the
ot er haif, mugt have
passed through the straite
of Mapnar; snd that
consequently, & great
emporinm wag formed oo
the ooast of Ceylon oppo-
site $o it Maoy mer-
chants from Persia and
Arabia, from Suorat and
the Malabar coast, would
prefer disposing of their
goods at thess places of
depot, and returning home
with their ships laden
with the produce of Coro-
mandel, and of the coun-
tries near or beyond the
Ganges. Hence, number-
less establishments must
pecessarily have becn

--------

nsr, for the convenience
of mapy $rading nations...
Hence the ocsnme of a
great population near
Mantotte and Aripo; —
bhence the origin of an
extensive cultivation
round the Gisnt’s Tank"”,

K. L Berhard in an
swrticle on trace from the
ports of Korela has point-
:«d out “It can be pre-
inmed that when civilized
centres of Mohenjo Daro
and Harapps were en-
gaged in fore gn trade,
the products of Kerala
passed through them to
Persisa and Babylonia
both by land and sea. A
pictograph picked up a%
Mobenjo Daro  reads,
“Karmugil Malayalam
Nadu”. i. e. the land of
Malabar  having rain
clouds, This brings to
light the trade relations
between Kerala and the
Indus Valley in 3000 B ©.
The ooffin dissovered
at Harappa is sopposed
to bave been made of
rosewcod from Kerala,

The sea borne trade of
India was then confined
to the coastal regions,
from Kerals to the Tndus
Valley and thence to the
Red Sea; and teak was
the meain article of exe
pori. Among the ruins
of the oity of Mugheir
built in 3000 BC by Ures,
the Babylonian King, a
piece of Indian teak
was discovered (Hib-
bert Lectures. P 136).
Thia is confirmed by the
historian Rawlionson.
“Logs of Indiap tesk
bhave been disgovered in
the temple of the Moon
at Mogheir and in the
pa'ace of Nebuchadnozer,
3000 RC".

Walker, (Hinda World,
Vol I PP 299.800), bas
pointed out, in reference
to the Dravidians, “Be-
ing an sdventarous and
seafaring people the Dra-
vidians were in a good
position to msaintein com-
tact with foreign ghores.
They taught the Aryans
who gucceeded them
much of the art of navi-
gation, a fact attested by
the occurrence in Sang-
krit of numerous nautical
terms of Dravidian ori-
gin, Bubsequent Indian
colonisation overseas pos
tably of Hinterindia was
almoet exclusively a Dra-
vidian aghievement?,

It is hoeped tbhat the
shipping of Peninsular
india and North Ceylon
will once again establish
ite ancient inflzence over
the -Iudian Ogesn, and
restore a tradition thad

“formed st and near Man-!exilted over the aentgrieg,
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RENUNCIATION OF
THRONE

SACRIFICE BY BHARATA

Bharata’s Bacrifice in deolining the offer made by
sage Vasishta and others to Crown him as
the King of Ayodhya

V. SUBRAMANIAM

Saive = Pulavar

Bharatha who had been
summoned to Ayodhys
from his uncle’s place,
learnt, on his arrival of
the death of his father
and the banishment of
Rama and became utter-
ly disconsolate, that he
should bave become the
motive fer the most cruel
among wicked deeds ever
gecorded. He hastily drew
himself from the presence
of his mother Kaikeyi and
gought zolace in Kausalya

Bharata’s passion had
for the time suhsided and
the people and princes
snd elders fed by the
Bage Vasista, called upon
the good prince to accept
the crown and undertake
the governance of the
State. Bbarata had no
difficulty in  ccnvinecing
the wise men that what
they proposed wae funda
mentally wrong. He pro-
posed & better solution
which was acclaimed with
universal approbation,

Bharata’s self reproach
end humility are beauti-
fuilly brought out by
Kamban.

Vasista's Advice

When the sad people
of the city learnt that
Kaikey’s son was discons
golate, they had a harried
consultation with a gene-
ral council of Ministers of
State and citizen leaders,
army captains, provincial
chiefs, family priests and
bearded elders.
gat round the handsome
prince, each in his ap-
pointed place- When all
were ready, the good
Sumantra turned to Va-
gista who understood and
spoke to the prince these
words:— “Son of Dasa-
ratha. your duty is clear,
the people need a pro-
tect.:ng hsud and
there can be no other
chance; the sharp sword
and strong hand of the
King is like the sun dur-
ing day and the moOn and
shinicg stars at night,
without which all would
be dark and confused
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All learned and plous
elders, kings and grey-
haired men assembled de-
sire you taketh chair of
State for cue maintenar es
of law and eternal Dhbar-
ma as in the days of your
great father gone to
Heaven, Disintegration
awaits the State (hat has
no king to rule over like
the body bereft of the
spirit that governs from
within  The society be it
of Gods or of the enemies
of good, no worid of any
sort or kind can hold
without a protecting king.
And if we look abont as
well here op earth or in
the beavens the nnending
number of things that
move or which geem to
move or live they are all
maintained by order and
rule. The king, your
father is dead and Rama
the eldest born has re-
nounced and gome. The
mantle has fallen on you
unsought by the king's
boon your mother did
earn, Thts State must
must needs be ruled O
princes, this is our well-
congidered counsel, it is
fur you to save the people;
in you alone, Prince, lies
their hope.

( Ta bas continued )

Thiruketheeswaram Movement

The Ancien

Former Prinoipal, Pa

It is commonly ad-
mitied by all theistic re
ligions that the worship
of the transcendental ig
beyond the reach of the
buman mind, As euooh,
@0 most of us the experi-
ence of the trasscenden-
tal always remains g8 an
ideale Even to Sankara,
the prince of Gnana
Marga, the most passion-
ate aspirart of transcen-
dental blise, the greatest,
worshipper of Siva, the
absolute and the sapreme
(God head of his choige, it
is faid that the media of
his worship were the
Sakthi manpifestations of
Siva. We all koow the
life history of Thayuo-
mana Swawigal of recent
times, He was an in-
tensely religions person.
He belonged to our own
echool of spiritnal persa
asion, our  gpiritual
thinking, our epiritual
blcod aud ouar spiritual
tradition. He was initi-
ated into the mystery of

VIiI

t Agamas

( Bx M. GNANAPRAGASBAM, B. 4; B, 8e,

rameahvara College )

Godliness by the very
abode of ‘wejari’ itself,
tbat came in person ip
gearch of him. He says
that the spiritual initia-
tion, transmission, muta-
tion, trapsformation and
all ¢ame to him from
weyer s Ser Puin e,
The transformation was

such, that lJike San-
kara his worship and
consuming passion was
to coonfact Biva in

his trapscendental splen-
dour- But tormented and
conditioned by the divi-
nitiee of his age-less,
Vedagamic tradition be
gmploys as the media of
his worship Cas@m, Ssw
Eluh ’gw‘m'—@(.@layd?’@
@p—>all sakti manifesta-
tions associated with his
traditional learning.
Thayumana Swamigal
was the greateat of the

Saiva Saiuts of the eigh-

teenth century. He lived
about 200 years ago in
the Thamil gountry. He
was born in a family that

Jait

THIRUCHENDUR PURANA
THANCHAI YVANAN KOVAI
PULIYOOR ANTHATHY

NALAVENBA KALINEENGU
SAIVAPOTHAM Vol. |
SAIVAPCOTHAM Vol 2
NAVALAR AUNCHALI!
VINAJAGAR

MALAYA PADCHAM

VEDANTA MOOLA SARAM
GLORIES OF SHAIVISM
THE ELEMENTS OF SAIVA

NAVALAR AUNCHALI
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A Literary Event

i
{ From page 6 )

was known as the Tagore
of Ceylon and was respon-
gible for the Renaissance
in the literary and reli-
gious world.

The work is embellished
by an exquisite commen-
tary, by the wife of the
anthor Mrs Parameswary
Ilamurugapar who is well
known for similar coms-
mentaries,

strictly follewed the
Vedagamie traditional
way of life. Very early
in his life, he mastered

the Sasiva amnd Vsizchpava
Gpapa Sastras in Thamil
and Sanskrit. He was
philosopbic by tempera-
ment and saintiy by sll
standards of temporal
and spiritnal freedom.
His intense longing was
to grow into the likeness
of hie snpreme God-head
Biva. All bhis devotional
and philosophic hymns
are oriented towards this
final lakshya of Paripoor-
na Samadhi. Like Adi
Sank«ra of old, oor Tha-
yomana swamigal also,
doring the last days of
his sojourn on eerth be-
fore the attasicment of
Paripoorna Samadhi had
to resort to the worship
of Sakti manifestations
like wdasiorisrgel snd
uivugaigzel at the
Ramegswaram temple. In
astusl spiritnal livipg,
name and form are two
tremendous powers which
cannot be easily trans-
cended or croseed over.

Reslising this tremend-
ous power of form, all
theistic  religions have
employed symbols and
Sakti manifestations for
worship in  their tems
ples Doctrine of Ava-
tar, Doctrine of Per-
sonal God, Dootrine cof
Spiritual Guru, are all
pecessary for the wor-
shipper, the pame apd
form are the most power-
tul spirifual forces known
to us.

The firet condition of
worship is complete ho-
nesty. If complete ho-
nesty is impoesible. we
must at least be ag ho-
nest a8 poesible. We
must learn to kuow where
we are trying to excones
curselves for our own
fanlts. Through wor-
'8hip, as a first attainment

|

we must succeed to itk

lonraelv&%a from the trivi-

alities of life ususlly
'known a8 worldliness.

( To be acntinued )
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Pioneer in Medical Service

V

in the Peninsula

{Dr. Samuel F.

Green, M. D.;

1822 ~ 1884 )

This article on Dr. 8. ¥. Green by Dr. B, Amir-

thanayakam Mills M

R C O.G,F I.c.8 Obs-

tetrician-Gynaecologist General Hospital Jaifna.

(Continued from last issue)

Writing to his brother
John in Januvary 1849
deseribing the work he
was doing here, Dr. Green
gtatas: ‘Lot me tell you
a little of what I am do-
ing. I came onf bere teo
take medical care of, firat
the missionaries and se-
gcondly of whosver of
the matives who applied
to me for aid the
momber on the regis-
ter today is 2844 (in 13
months), Many of these
are surgical cases, one-
third of them or more.
I bave removed lots of
tumours, have operated for
cataract 8everal times,
for strangalated hernis
once, amputated the arm
onee,.... removed several
oancers, ampubated #n.
gers, toes and pergions of

hands saveral times,
treated a good many
fractures and Bevere
burns, aftended some

very bad cases of chiid-
birth ......Last Mondsy,
I removed the left upper
jaw and cheek bones for
& cancerons fungus in
the Antrum filling the
whole mouth and left
nostril. Yesterday cou-
ched a ocatarach, todsy
after attending the most
necessary ©nses, have
been diesecting a fine
subject with my students

There 18 no reference
to whether any form of
angesthesia was used by
Dr. Green. Since anaes-
thesia was first used in
1846 at Boston, Dr.
Green must have been
aware of it before he
came to Ceylon. It is
possible that Dr. Green
used some from of anaes-
thesia for his extensive
gurgical work. at least,
later on in his eareer here
and might have even
been the firs§ t0 use
anaestheria in this count-

ry'

Dr. Green records an
experience with a Drah-
min thus: *¢ A Brahmin
wished me to examine hig
wife’s case whem Do
crowd wae present and
to avoid touching her or
putting apny instruments
in har mouth., I fold bim
that [ should not Souch
her mora tham was
requisite and he need
pnot fesr pollution, for-

I should wash my hande
immediately before, and
she would mnot wpollute
me as I shou!d wash
them just afterwards,”

Regarding an encounter
with a native physician,
Dr. Green writes: A
famous practitioner ip
Manipay brought me one
of hig patients, I showed
him some anatomical
plates- He bad been in
practice for 42 years and
gaid that he had pever
notieed two kinds of
blcod-blue and red; that
he mever saw any of the
vital ergans of the body
1 explained the heart
and blood vessels and
tkeiz conuection  with
the pualse. He had the

old notion that pulse
is the  mofion of
pir within the body.”
In this conpection, Dr,
Gresn  described his
attitnde towards  the

nabive system of medicine
thus: *“The medical mis-
sionary should investi-
gate the native systems
of medicine, know fthe
pative doctors, fraternize
with them as far as
prssible, consult with
them when desired, com-
municate information
freely, assumiog Do
appearances of superiori-
ty end drawing out their
views and expericoces’
It is surprising that this
attitude to the Ayurvedic
system of medicine was
adopted by a foreigner in
onr country over a bund
red years 8go, Ons i8
not sure whetber the
Ceyon Medical Courcil
would approve of it even
now.

Dr. Green commenced
his study of Tamil even
before he left Boston and
diligenty puorsned it
Within 18 months of
his arrival here, he was
able to preach in Tamil
and at the end of three
years he wrote’> I have
now got so far that I
can begin to enjoy fthe
language and see the
lndicrous usage of the
apeducated npatives as
it differs from the pure
claseic speech of the re-
fined- A vast amount of
labour has been expend-
ed in polibing the lan-
guage of this people.

€ To ba continued )

‘Order Absolute in the

First Instance

In The Distriet Court Of
Jaffna

No. 2774 T

In the matter of the Last
Will and Testament of
the late R. Elaiya
thamby Panochadcha-
ram of Ariyslai West
Jaffna

Deceased.

Perampalam Thurairajah

of Ariyalai West
Petitioner

Thia matter comiog oo
for disposal before A.
Vaithialingam  Esqnire,
Distriot Jodge on the
13th day of October 1971
in the presence of Mr.
C. C, Somasegaram Proo-
tor on the part of the
Petitioner and the affida-
vit of the petitioner dated
12th day of Oectober 1971
and the affidavit of the
Notary and the witness-
g8 dated 12th day of
Ogtober 1971 having been
read.

It is ordered that the
Last Will of the deeess-
ed bearirg Neo. 15876
dated 17th Septomber
1962 and attested by C.T-
Kumarasamy Notary Pub-
lic of Jafina and mow de.
posited in this gourt be
and the same is hereby
by declared proved.

It is further ordered
that the Petitioner is the
Executor pamed in the
said Last Will and that
he iz entitled fto bhave
Probate of the same
issued to him according-
ly, on his taking the
usual cath and fendering
gecurity.

This 13th day of Octo-
ber 1971

Sgd. A Vythislingam
District Judge

Drawn by.

C.C BSomasegaram
Proetor for Petifioner
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Order Nisi |for * disposal befcre A.
Vythiyalingam Esquire,
District Judge of Jaffna
on the “9th day of Nove
ember 1971 in the pre-
senge of Mr. Thirn
Arianayakam, Proctor on
the part f the pstitioner

INTHE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

No. Testy/2778

In the matter of the In-|abevenamed and the
testate Hstate of Arg-|amended petition sand
pasalam Chelliah of|amended effidavit both

dated 18th November
1971 baving been read.

30, Panpai Road,Jaifna
Decessed

Chellish Sebaratpam of
67, Sivan Pannai Road,

It is ordered and de-
oreed that the petitiober

Jafina is hereby declared en-
Vs. Petitioner |titled as the eldest son of

the abovenamed deceased

| Chelliah Thiagarajah,|to have Letters of Ad-
Excize Inspector, ministration  to  the
Batticaloa abovenamed deceased is-

sued to him unless the
respondents abovenamed
or any other persobs in=
terested shall on or be.

Chelliab Somaskandan
Chelliah Thanabalan

- .vi.:fore the 16th da of

4 C y
gggd;ai'?e Velanthapillai Febroary 1972 show
canse to the satisfaption
6 Chiothamany of this Court to the con-

rary.
Poomany widow of

Arunasalam Chelliah Jaifoa 29th November

1971
Chelliah Kunjitha-
patham Sgd A. Vythialingam

5 District Judge, Jafina

Chelliah Thillainada-

rajah all of 30, Papnai

Road. Jaifna T. Ariapayakam
Respondents | Proctor for Petitioner

This matter coming on 133 17 & 24
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