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_ = cidents Arouse lsladwide

In Memoriam Meetings;

Full Day Fasting

One full month bas slapsed

sines the day

when a huge gathering of over fifty thonsand that
- had assembled to bid farewsll to foreizn delegates

of the I. A. T, R. experienced ths worst attacks
peace loving peopls by ths nnwarranted use

on
of

forga by the Police in front of the Vgerasingam Hall

over-laoking the Jaffna

E:planade by means of

baton charges, tear gas and other asssults, Today
_ the echog]l going youth mark their denonncement

by refusing to attend schaols,

Tomerrow the genersl

public will ehow their resentment by stopping all

activities

The spontansoud expres-
eion of sympathy for the
aggrieved ia significant,
The general public feel
that the Authorities have
not 8o far taken any
definite sction _to sppoint
a Popblie Commission to
enquire into the high
-~ handed attrooitice on the

"tenth of Jannary 1974,
The request for permiggion
to hold a public mestirg
to express sympathy for
thoge who suffered jnjaries
end homilistion st the

hands of an attacking
Po'lice Faros and to pro-
test sgainst the indiffer-
ence of the Government to
the requests of the general
pablie for the app.inte
ment of an independent
Commijssion to enquire
into these happeninga
seems t0 have been turned
down. DBut the people
cannot be prevented from
participating in a Fall Day
Faat. The Tamil speak-
ing people raise their pro

test in one voice.

l

Feelings

Saiva Literature Library Declared Open
At Sabhai Navalar Ashram Room

With the performance of a Special

at the Ashram Shrine, the

terature was declared open on Thai Poosam Day

( February 6. 1974 ) at 10
pirakagam, the President
offered the

Asiathanai.

Shri Sivapirakasam re-
viewed the spade work

dome by the revered ibrary of religious books,™

Navalar in making the
people book-minded by
hia learned treatises, eom-
mentsries and revised
editions of standard texts
on Baiva Literature and
Logic and observed thag
“ithe Saiva Paripalara Sae
bhai which is legitimately
laying claim to lofty
Navalar tradition must
with the oo-operation and

traditional Coconut Prasadam
Kuththuvilakku was lit by Bhrama Sri 8. Bslasubre.
mania Karokkal who also performed the Tbeepal

contribution of Saiva en

Poojah
Labrary for Salva Li-

8, m. by Shri R. N. Siva-
Dr. V. T. Pasupathi
The

thosiasts go ahead with
the reestablisbment of a

Dr., V. T. Pasupathy
said that [t was quite
appropriate that the
Sabhai should take ade-
quate steps to provide
Tamilaham with a model
Religions Library.

Recalling to mind the
efforts made doring the
previous years in thie

direction Shri T. Somsa-

sandaram, former Presid-
ent of the Sabbai, wished
that priority of attention
be given to this most im-
portant activity.

Shri M. Mylvaganam,
Religious Propaganda Se-
eretary recounted the
modest begionings made
many years ago and how
s small library functioned
at Shri Pasupathy Chet-
tiar’s boildiogs and later
in one of the rooms of the
Navalar Ashramam and
oalled for sustained efforta
to belp this noble par-
poaes

Bbri K. Kaoagarajsh,
proprietor of the Milk
White Soap Organigzation
and a supporter of all
good pansss promised the

Over to page 7))

"THEINDIANTAMILS OFCEYLON

B, BAST:AMPILLAI M. A. (Lood;) Senior Leoturer in L intory .

The very term “Indian
Tamil” may create a diffi-
culty of comprehension in
. the minds of those who
. are unaware of the history
of modern Ceylon. Todsy,
howsever, it is a term that
+ has come to be cucrent in
books and articles relating
to Ceylon and it has found
an acoeptange in political
parlance, administrative
vocebulary and even in
international correspond-
enca. Generally, it is a
term meant to describe
those people who emigra-
ted from Sovth India to
Ceylon from the early psrt
of the 19th century and

continned to do so well

into the early half of
the 20th pentury. Their
" 4rurney to Ceylon in the
early days was a difficult
and hard one, but it’s &
testimony to their conrage
and enterprise. Initially
these immigrants came

into Ceylon to supply the
demand for laboar in
coffes  plantations that
were opened up by the
Enropean  entrepreneurs
sround the middle of the
19th century under the
rule of the British. Later
on even the tes and rabber
plantations, which were
opened up with the dis-
appearance of coffee sz a
prime product of Ceylon’s
economy, continued to at-

'tract these Indian Tamils

sg labonrers and labour-
gupervieors or “‘kanganies”.
They had to work under
sordid conditions which
were improved only slowly
and after much agitation.
With the passage of time
Tamils from India moved
into Ceylon also to play
other parts in its indunstry
snd ecomomy some had
come in even much earlier
as the conniry’s early
babpkers—the Chettiars—

while others too came int®
the land to participate in
the ocommerce, trade and
busingss of the Island.
The people o Ceylon
generally referred to as
“Cetties” of whom many
have risen to posi ions of
eminence in different
walks of life are algo snp
element of the country’s
population which had ori-
ginally moved in from
India and made this island
their home.

When Caylon and India
were only parts of the
British imperial possea-
sions these Indian Tamils
were aongidered a rightfal
gection of the Island’a
population, Some of them.
a8 the years advanced,
had even made the Island
their permanent home. In
the very early days of
their entry most of them

spent only a period of
heir lives in Ceylon and

treated Bounth India &s
their place of eventus) re-
turn but gradually more
and more of them got
irremovably woven inte
the permanent fabrie of
the island’s population.
They acquired property iu
Ceylon, built their homes,
brought up their f[amilies
here and began to play a
part a8 inalienable inhabi-
taute in this Island of
their domiciie. But as
India was so cloge by and
travel to it and back io
Ceylon was easily and re-
gularly possible many of
them continued to have
links with their original
homes from this land of
their adoption. Some of
courge ganerally retired to
South India st the end
of their periad of life’s
labour in Ceylon to live
out the rest of their days
in what was then yet ano~
ther portion of Britain'’s
empire,

The areas in which
these Indian Tamila took
up res dencea in Ceylon
were naturally and mostly

in the areas of the planta-

tions,—mainly the Central,
Uva and Sabaragamuwa
proviagces of the country—
aod of course in the ac-
tive centres of business
and industry such as the
major towns of the island
—Colombo, Kandy, Ne-
gombo, Badulia, Ratna-
purs, Matale, Nuwsara-
Eliya, and so on. But as
some of the Indians had
later some in as labourers
to serve in goveroment
departments and some as
specialised oraftsmen or
tradesmen engaged in
eccupakions such ag gold-
smithery or in trades
such a8 pawn-broking they
lived practically in almoat
al! the inhabited areas of
the eouniry. of courss Ia
negligible nombers  in
some of the plsoes. There-
fore, in brief, the Indian
Tamil gradually becams
an almost ubiguitous als-
ment in thie Isle’s popu-
lation. ‘

For a period of well
ever hundred ysars these
Indian Tamils, especially

‘ Qver to page 6)
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The Saiva system of the divinely revealed Aga.
mas provides for the due punishmeat, in the next
world, of those who transgress the rules of conduet
laid down for them in their respactive religions. (A=«
regards punishment) in this worid it ia the king’s daty
to punish them.
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Harvest Must Not Help Hoarding

s ap——

The Grow More Food Campaign, thanks to the
resounding response of the rural peassnts and the
regular rainfall during the laet quarter, ha.e_bean
a speotacular success. The Maha Sesson has yielded
s rioh harvest thronghont the Island, his iz ae
it shonld have been for the simple resscn thgt
necessity had pressed the people to produce their
own food if not for income at least to save them.
selves from starvation. That this historic Isle h.d
been famed for production of paddy, spices and
other necesearics of life in the forgotten past, 18
a ohronioled fact. And if today after the lapse
of several centuries of laziness and stupor. the
country has been suddenly galvanizad into activity
in the matter of produetion, the oredit must go
to the cultivator for his decision to bring more
land under production.

Now that within a few montbs of the nation
resolving to ocarry the plough across the counntry
cart loads of that preciona etuff, paddy, are avail-
able for consumption, oar minQG hasten to plan for
the preservation of this enthusissm and ita effects

for good purpose.

From the point of view of the peasant cultivator,
the yield maust be fully available to him for his ngse
But the suthorities think otherwise and tell him
that not only must he live but also let others
live. To this parpose regalations have to be
framed to regulate the transport of paddy It is
in this context that the third man. ths =0 calied

middle man appears rearing his ngly he:d eod ureg

his pow notoricus technique of piracy—s type of
hijacking if the nse of that colloquialiem can be
pardoned. Hijacking .commandos bave their own
accomplices among those whom they confront with.
And in like manner thess pirate traders have their
own dealings with the bravos who man the barriers.
That is the explanation why almost everyone wants
the barrier to be & permanent feature.

In the midat of these manceunvres, the Authoritie®
oan still ssve the country, the caltivators and the
common people by simple regulations for the trans-
port of paddy or rice. Allow the cultivator, on a fool-
proof system of permits to vrangport his legitimate
produce sllowing all that is due to the Government
to be stockad in the granariea of the nation If ths
cultivator bas a feeling of sffection for his fellow
men, let him seil his extra holdings to those in need.

Beat the barrier, best tho buliying Black Market, bentl
A the middlemeon snd every thing bad will be beaten,

'REVIEWED NEWS

FARES-HOW THEY FARE

Starting thie week with
a startling surprise, people
who bave to go about
different places fin their
professional capacity, for
their work, and skilled
workers working oo »
time-gghedule, now feel
that to be provided with
the meana of earning alone
will not do and that
there are other matters
to be reckoned with. They
now konow that it is a lesg
long way to finish the
day's work sccording
to the agenda, that in.
oreaged fares havs pot
inoreaeed facilities of
working conditiona.

The other type of pas-
grnger, the psculiar person
who travels aboui in
gearch of entertainment,
may, however learug that
the lesson of wanton pas-
times is bat costly. Havye
either the C. T B and
the Railwsy found e
ftourishing feature; in
other words, less cost of
fuel and more revenue on

fareal This
immedistely gauged,
course the
estabiliehment charges is
there ever rrady to grab
the ingcrensed gavenne,

Peter to pay Panl ?

Passenzers in
Another Puzzle |

Less number of buses
and trains may be neges-
sary for ressous of con-
perving stocks of oil but
ehould not the passengers
be given adeqnats and
informative particulara of
revigsed timings, routes and
;other matters albed to
ithis mew program. Qver-:
loading has become not
merely not sn cffence
against roles of traffio in
the semse that necessity
knows no lsw. Bat
oparators of the C.T. B
most be able to take
things as they are and
realize that they lLevea
duty to perform to reduce
the privatione of passen-

cannot bejgers.

Then will it be :uhbing'

the |

The least they can

Of |do is to obligs the pasaen-
inoreass of |gers who patiently stiek

on for hours while buges

speed fast sounding =&
hanghty contempiuous
shorn. Here are bhnmao

*beiogs who expect merey
<of the men who operate
irom the mighty C.T, B.
vehicles,

Higher Salaries for
High Ups !

Certain Trade Unions
'bave already protested
against the peyment of
focreased salaries to offi-
carg ¥ the summit of ser=
vice. While the common
map i8 being ermshed in
th: ecomomie poiot and
baz been ealled upen #o
pry inoreased rasts for big
(aonveyance, th+ gulszied
offi ers secured 1@ servige
by seveial copogssiors
cobfibue bo  enjoy in-
oresegs, every now  snd
then. The bslavce of
g ability is pow im the
ba snce!

THE SABHAI LIBRARY

By V. RAGUNATHA
Beoretary, Eaiva

A )Jibrary is one of the
indispensable requisites of
the people of & lapd. Just
as the people depend on
land for the pourish-
ment of their body, they
depend on s library for
the agquisiticn of know
ledge. Wisdom is the
higheat wealth of a man
without which he descends
to the level of a beaat.
A library is an orpament
to a land. It is with this
view io mind that the
Jafina Saiva Paripalana
S8abhai which wae esta-
blished in 1888 embod ed

the formation of libraries,

among tbe chief objacta,

This object was firat
achieved by the Sabhai by
the acquisition of the
Victoria Reading Room
which was first establizh
ed en the 20th of Jan-
1897 in commentation of
the 60th cnniverssry of
the popular rale of Q ern
Victoria by the popular
and philanthropic Advyo-
cate Shri 8§ Nagalingam
who was one of the vice
presidents of aur Sabhai.

The Vietoris Reading
Room was shifted from its
original home to the Jaffna
Hinda Collegs in 1895
The Sabhai andertook the
management of the Vie-
tola Reading Rorm in
1910 In gourse of time
the SBabhai banded it over

MUDALIYAR M, Sc,
Paripalans S8abhai

io the Hindu College for
ite benefits tc enabla the
college to use it as =
nuclens for & well equip-
ped library.

The Sabhsi whish wa-
in need of & home for
carrying on ita religion
activitiaa repted in 194
the house of the late S
Pasupathi Chetliar on the
K. K. 8. Road adjicent
to the Saiva Prakaza Press
and esiablisbed in i
ite library. The ins-
piring and epergetio ser-
vices of Shri A Th liam-
balam, the then presid-
eat. Shri M Mylvaga-
pam the Secrotary, sun
S. Pasupathi Ch ttiar
the I'ressurer. and Puondit
V T.Sambanthan. Ed tor
Iothusathenam were very
useful 1o the establish
ment of this library BSe
veral well-w shers  had
presented books to this
library. T his library was
conducted well by the
Sabhal for sometime and
a8 the Sabbai gould uot
fird for a permapent home
for carrying on their reli
gious agtivitieg the library
wag shift'd to the Ba va
Prakasa Pre:s.

Several books sent for
raview in the Sabhai
pewspapers, the Inthu.
eathanam and the Hindn
Organ and the books pre-
sented to the library by

_Beveral well~wishers were
added t> the library. Thus
the Sabhat wsa able to
gonduet a library which
was one of the chief ob-
jects of the Sabhsi.

Later in 1950 thig
ibrary was shifted to the
Navalar Ashram Hall but
it conld not fonction as
wteaded owing to verious
gironmstances. Scme rara
and us=fal booka were
damaged by inseote and
thers were not raeturned;
0 the Sabhai by the
DOIrowWers,

Bome years ago at one
of the mestings of the
Exegutive Committes of
the Sabhai Vidwan K.
Kanapathippiliai tha then
Assistant Ssoretary who
regrebted the  careless
maasgement of the Babhai
Library moved ths
following resolation and it
wad unanimously accept-
ed,

“The BSabhai which in
the oldest Saiva religious
body in Ceylon and which
takes a leading place in
promoting and propsga-
ting the Saiva faith must
take early steps to rgorga~
pize it8 library by secaring
asefnl and precious books
oo the Tamil Language
snd Ssiva Sithantha in
urder to enable the Hiudu
publis to enrich their
koowledge of Seivaism' '
and to enabls them to
clesr their doubts and
lead s Saiva religions life
following the lead of

(Over o page 7)
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The Indian Tamils of Ceylon|

{ From page 5)
in the plaptation estate
groups and even those of
them who actively partio'-
pated in the other econo-
mic spheres, sach as
trade, commerce, indus-
try, played a very vita!
role in ths counatry’s his-
tory. Most ol them gon-
ticae to do B0 even
now,.
years, under the British
administration of Ceyloo
and even thereafter the

speak of the ‘Indisn
Tamil’ asoribing to this
term a gense of difference
and distinction from the
indigenous of ‘Ceylon
Tamil’. Even befors the
grant of indepandencea to
Oeylon tbe Indjan Tamil
came to be oonsidered as
a ‘foreiga element’ of the
loeal population and gon-

the coursa Of!dm‘ons were laid do_wn
fa ~which had to be complied

with befora ag Indien
famil conld elaim the
frapchise. With the grant

plaatation produots -
cofiee in the earlier ysars
and tea and rabber later
on-came fo bs the maio-
stay of the Iasnd’s econo

my. Toey were the
- land’s etaple apd pro-
fiteble prodacts. In faes,

Ceylon owing o the en-
terprise of the earlier
Earopean plaoters and
iatsr of both the European
and Ceylonese plapkers
came to be known in the
. commereial world mainly
because of its tea, Gthe
land’s major prodoce.
This tea indostry drew
itg supply of laboar, vu-
il the very recent yeara,
" gatirely {rom the lodiam
Tawmil element of Ceylon’s
population. In thia s*nse
the Indian Tswil of Cey-
lop 1a the plantation areas
coptribulea lmmensely o
the growth of the island’s
economy and thereby to
the coantry’s genrral de-
velopmeat and progrees.
Theretore, in Bany proper
recount of the ocountry’s
"modern higtory it would
.not be noorrect to
emphosiss  sigoificantly
tie role played by the
Indian Tamil and, oo the
other band, 1v would alse
of course be a serious
dereliction of duty,on a
wiriter's part if the contri-
hation of she lndan Tamil
to Ceylon’s advance is
anderscored.
In the poiitics nf Caylon
in titne bhere arose Ao
“[ndian problem”, This
emerged with the gradual
growth of a mnational self-
congsciousngss among the
‘indigencus popuiation
‘which grew with the
gpread of education and
. literacy durng the pass-
‘ing of years under British
rule. When these native
elements of Ceylon's sopi-
ety started to gsin 8
greaser 8ay in the govern-
ment and administration
of their gountry there
arose a stropger sensg of
pationalism espegially
among the members of the
major:ty community——ibe
Sinba'ese—in the plural
gogiety of Ceylon, eom-
posed of Sinhalese, Caylon
and Iodian Tamils, Moors,
It
was ab thia stage of time,
roughly im  tha second
decads of the 10th cen
tury or 80, that ths mejor-
ity eommunity of the
country came to think and

of independence and when
powera of government
'came to be exercised by
it'ue Cey'onese  stricter
‘oonditsona  ecame to be
| prescribad and these had
10 be met with hefore an
Indian Tamil counld be
accepted as & oitizen of
the country with full poli-
tieal and other rights As
s resnit & pumber of Indi
an Tamils who had exer-
cised the franchise and
hed elected their represen-
tat.vea to the legislature
before now deprived of it.
Now they have to be gstis-
fied with appointed repre-
eentatives Lo the legisla
ture, At this time there
alsoarose the uss of avoth-
ecterm-'stateless peuple’-
which again woun'!d baffle
anyore who kpows mboth-
ing of the receut history
of Ceylonese. Anyone wheo
hag not the requisite quali
fioation demanded by the
government of Ceylon to
obtain the right of citizen-
ship in Ceylon and who is
alge nnable to satiafy the
claims of the Indian po-
vsroment to be considered
a citizen of the country
anfortunately bave to be
classified 23 a ‘stateless
pereon’ in Cevlon. |n pass
ing it may also be menti-
oned that with the recent
tightening up cf conditi
ons about permitting other
people to reside in Cevlon
quite a pumber of the In-
dian Tamils, who are upe
able to qualily for the
right of citizenship in the
{sland bat could claim to
be citizens of India bave
left Ceylon or are being
gradually repatristed to
that country.

Thie 's only a very brief
and simplie resuwe abous
the *Iadian problem.” It
is & complex sabject real.
ly which calls for a fuijler
treatment and a more ana-
iytioa] review which ia be-
youd the sgope and inten
tions of tbis short desorip-
tive introductory essay.
While it is not the a'm to
aatess the merits and dee
merits of the polieies and
agtions of ths Governmant
of Ceylon and Indian in
conneetion with this con-
troversal ‘Indian problem’,
some facts about it may be
mepntioned for she 1liomi-
nation of the reader. This
problem's sclutions bave
creefed much pain and

diesappointment to many
an Ind .an Tamil in Ceylon;
it had led to acote and
prolopged political contra-
vergies in Ceylon apnd no-
merous ‘talk epd discussi-
ons’ between the govirn-
ment of Ceylon and Iandis,
As a problem i can cnly
ba hoped thab ib bhas now
been completely er firmly
golved. In addition it may
aign be poted that with
the disappearance from the
Island ef a number of In
dians there has been a
compiaint {rom sonis mems-
bers of the plantation ma-
nagement of the loss of a
skilled and industrions
labour sector which ap-
pears to have adversely
aifected the admiostration
and msintenanoe of the
plantations while with the
departure of some of the
ludian Tamil plantation
labourers and Indian
Tamils, in the other walke
of life the sociaty of Ceyl-
on has grown poorer ioa
colourful dislinotive and
diligent e'ement, which
was long been s part of
the sogial and ecobomio
texture of the oconutry.
It’s also important t- em-
phasize here, that in the
growth of trade unione
and Iaboor welfare in
Ceyion the Indian Tamil
labourer had played a very
signifieant and salient role.
The conditions under
which be -laboured and
bow they were improved
alowly and step by step
is 8 gtory in itself. Yet
even today there 18 still
much to bz done o better
the goncitions of his ser-
vice KEven with the less
ening of members smong
the Indian Tamils of
Ceylon those who can and
have elested G0 reside in
Ceylon and have done so,
gonekitute 19 themeelves &
signilicant and fair pum-
ber of the lsland’s popu
iakloo.

What is more interesk-
ing, however, is that as ap
element of Ceylon's pe p-
les the Indian Tamils are
uite a d.stinctive |ot.
be mejority of them are
H ndus—S8aivites — while
guite a few have been con-
verted  to  Christianity
owing to the eiforts of the
srdent migsionaricain the
time of British rule; social
and iotluential members
of these converta to Chrie-
tianity have today even
emerged as leaders in the
Christain community of
this muti-religions country
composed of Buddhists,
Hindvus, Muslims aod
Chbristians, Among the In-
dian Tamil Hinduas of the
plabtations are eega parti-
colar religious practices
and the observance of
certain rituals and festi-
vals in a manoer peculiar
to them. which are fasci-
nating to any #sociologist
or sogial bistorian- Al-
though the Judian Tamil
speaks the Tamil Langu-
age there are spegial cha-

'\l

Saiva Literature...

( From page & )

Sabhai every assistapoe ip
the form of book, reviews
and allied peblications
dealing with Saiva Reli-
gion aad Moral Codes. He
presented to the Library
& large nomber of rere
and useful books.

Proposing a vote of
thanks, Saiva Pulavar V,
Eandssamy, the orgeunizer
of the Library, stated that
bocks on religiom were
gpiritua! guides and that
reference to them would
be the highest form of
collecting oseful informa-
tion. He expreseed grati-
tude to all who helpeo
him successfully organi-
ziog the epening of the
Library and thos® who of
their own accord gifted
vajuable books.

Earlier 8bri V. Rago-
natha Muodalyar read ieh-
citous messages sent by
Pandithamani 8. Kana-
pathipillai snd Mudlr. C.
Muttotamby, Vice Presi.
dent of the Sabhai.

The President thanked
the donors of books parti-
oularly Shri K. Kanaga-
rajah for bis maunificenoce
in the matter of service Lo
Saivam and Thamil,

racteristics in his pronun-
ciation, vocabulary and
the wnes of Jlanguage
which would distinguish
him from the “Caylon
Tamil” or the Tamil whe
bad been in Ceylon from
the very early times
Even in the mode of his
life, dress and fcod there
are certain scharacteristios
which would lend to the
Iodian Tamil of Ceylon a
difference of identity.

In oonclusion it could
be said that the Indian
Tamils aithough are a part
and parcel of Ceylon's
population are still & dis-
tinctivesocial and enltural
element in of, and in the
writiog of any history of
Ceyloe of -ae Tamils they
would qualify to receive
special recognificn and
treatment, It should bow-
ever, be realised that des-
pite all these peaculiar
features which would dis-
tinguish the Indian Tamil
in Ceylon from ths go=-
called “Ceylon Tamil™ in
some da'inite respact thay
basically there are far too
many chracterietis comm-
on to both these groups of
people which would show
that they belong to that
ooe greak family of people-
the Tamils. They have
enriched the economy, in-
dustry, sceiety and ocuiture
of the cou try in sn un-
doubted mavner that their
positive gontribution te
the develepment of Ceylon

caonot be noderestimated,

The Sabhai....

(From page 6§ )

Sri la 8ri Arumuga Nava-
lar”,

A sub-committee was
appointed fo implement
the above resolution.
However, owing to diffi-
cult financial ciroomstan-
oes this resplution oould
not be impiemented.

With the grace of Lord
Shiva as an aot of com-
memorating the past ser-
vices of the SBabhai it has
uow bren resolved to re-
rganise the library and
mapage it efficiently thus
fulfilling a long felt want.
S-veral scholars and pun-
dits among whom men-
tion may be made of
*kri 8. U, Somasegaram,
retired Director of Edu-
cation N. D., Shri E.
Sabalingam, Prinoipal
Jaftoa Hindn Collegs and
Sri Saiva Polavar V.
Kandeswamy have indi-
cated working errange-
weonts and schemags,

In furtherance of this
resolution the Library was
opened on the auspices
Fullmoon Day of Thai
(6-2-74).

Tamil Literature
in Ceylon

(From page 8 )

buddha Bharata”, the ma-
yazine published by the
Ramakrishna Mission, the
editorial office of which
was 8t Almora in the Hi,
malayas. The two years
he spent there was anpo-
sher fruitful period in bis
life. He wrote several
artioles in Eoglish o Ta-
mil Literatare, Musio and
Religion.

In 1943 when the Cey-
lon Uni-ersity oame inse
being the Swam1 was in-
vited te beecome its fiyat
Profesaor of Tamil and at
the persuasion of his
friends he aceepted the
post He drew up ambi-
tious plane to further the
eangs of Tamil stodies
buk he could not see them
through owing o il
bealth Bui one satis-
faotion he bad; his book.
Yarl, Nool, wae completed.
It was relessed in India i
1947 and soon after this
fonotion he fell ill and
paeged away in July 1947.
1t looks as if his life wes
epared $ill he finished hie
life's work, the publication
of the Yarl Nool. His
paasing away marks she
end of an era.”

( Coneluded )
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THE PRESIDENT AiD TAMIL. LEADERSHIP

By S5, SIVASUBRAMANIAM

It has been reported in the Press some fime
ago that Mr. J. R. Jayawardena with a deputa-

tion met

His Excellency the

President Mr

William Gopallawa regarding an alleged coup. The

deputation included the

Member for Uduavil, in

the National State Aesembly Mr. V. Dharmalingam,

one of the leaders of tha

1t would be logical amd
reasonable to e: pect thab
the Member for Uduvil
and his Tamil colleagues,
both in and out of Parlia-
ment from the Tamil
Upited Front. would also
meet the Presideat and
acquaint him with the
requirements and griev-
ances of the Tamils which
are substantial and grave.
The President is the Head
of the 8tate of Sri Lianka
—The State inclndes the
Parlisment (N stional State

Tamils United Frons.

that Members of Pariia-
ment avail themselvea of

nery of the State, namely,
the President.

Seotion 5 of the Consti=
tution of Sri Liapka. inter
alis, declares that the
National State Assembly
exercises.

() the legislative power
of the people

Assemb!y) and the Fre-
gident. It is appropriafe!

(b) the executive power
of the prople...

1

-
3

throngh tbe Presi-
dent and the Cabinet

of Ministera
Seotion 19 declares that
the President ghall be the

Head of the State
Ceylon’s Constitutien is
expegted to bes a living
organiem and to grow
The words of the British
political thinker Bagehot
relating to the British
sovereign are applicible

The British Soversign,
inter alia; has three rights,
at the lowest tha right te
be comsulted, the right to
encourage, and the right
to advise. It is eminently
desirable for the Tamil
United Front Leadership
to meet the President and
talk over matters relating
to the State.

Tamil leedera and the

liamentary

SOME LANDMARKS IN

THE HISTORY OF

Tamil Literature In Ceylon

{Continued from isst issue) ,

Muthuoumaraswamy
Tambiran was born &b
Vaonnarponnai and he
left for South india io his
fourteentbh year. He join-
ed the Burivanar Koil
Atheenam and becsme a
Tambiran there. He mas-
tored both the Tamil and
Sapsorit labnguages and
studied the Siva Agamns
and Biddhanta Sastras
thoronghly. Esana ESiva-
charivar of Palani and C.
K. Subramania Mudaliar
stodied the Siddbanta
Sastras pnder him and
heid him ip great veoera-
tion- He edited the Kri
ya Deepika and other
Agamic texts, ab the re-
gquest of the Afheguam.
It was be who first
brought out & complete
edition of Sivegoana Ma-
padlam, the most authens
tlo work on 8aiva Sid-
dbanta,

Somssundsra FPalavar
of Navaly occopies a upi-
que position amopg  the
poets of Ceylon. This is
due to the wvaristy and
richness of his creabions
He has composed poems
of the classical type as
well as children’s poems,
His landatory  verses
written ln honour of scbo-
lars are of tbe ociessical
type. His many prabap-
thame bring out his in-
tense piety and his devo-
tion espec.ally to Lord
Subramanis. His drama

8: AMBIEAIPAKAN B, A,

dhanta Philosopby. It ia

“his children’s poems like

Adi Pirappukka Nalai
Vidutalai and Katthari
thotathn Veruli that have
made bim popular.

Navaneetha  Krishna
Barsthiyar was a poet of
the classical type. His
Ulakiyal Vilakkam re-
winds ue of the poems of

the Sapgam period. He
has written a learned
commentary on Tiru-
vasagam.

Vidwa Siromani Gane-
sha Iyer of Pannoalaikadu-
van stuodied Tamil first
under his woncgle Kathir-
gama Iyer and then nnder
Vidwa Siromani Ponpam-
bala Pillsi: After the
death of the Iatter he con-
tinped his stodies nnder
Cumaraswanry  Pulavar.
He was for & long time
teacher of the classical
school at Chunnakam
founded by J. T, Sathsa~-
siva lyer. Like his teach
er Cumaraswamy Pulavar,
he aleo contributed arti-
eles to “Senthamil’” and
these attracted the aiten-
tion of scholsrs in South
India. He wrote a com-
mentary on parts  of
Arasakesari’s Raguvam-
pam and sleo wrote the
Elapasadu Tamil Pulavar
Charitthiram, The mgst
important of his works
was his explanatory notes
on Tholksppiam — Elo=
tbu, Sol and Porul Athi-

Uyirilangkumaran iz an
ailegory and explains the

karams. His edition of
Tholkappiam with ex-
planstory notes was

& hoen to studentasnd was

pringiples of Saiva Bid--widely weed ia South

[India, ;

Rev. FRathar Gnana-
pirakesar carried oubt ex-
teneive resgarghes in Dra-
vidian linguisties and
opened A new vista in the
field of linguistica. He
showed the relatiopsbip
between Dravidian and
Indo.Aryan languages
Father Heras oame all
the way from Bowmbay to0
Jafloa to get his help io
deciphering the Mobhanjo
Daro Serip3

His rescarohes in Cey-
ion History appeared in
tk  magazine “Tamil
Custure). In these he
points out that Ceylonm
wae originally iohabited
by Dravidisns snd the
Sinhalese were Dravi-
disns originally

Swami Vipulanandsa,
formerly known as Pandit
Mailvaganam was born at
Karsitiva, Batticaloa on
49th Mayoh 1892, He
hed his early eduestlon
at the Methodist English
Bchool, Kelmunsi and at

8t. Mighaels College,
Battioaloa. After passing
the Cambridge Sanior

HExamipation, he was for
gometime a teacher at Sk
Michagls College, and en=-
tered the Government
Training College from
thete. At the Training
College, he bad the op-
portunity of stadying the
Tamil  glassice  under
Theokovai Kandiahpillai.
Within a short time he
was selscted for under-
going the Diploma Course
in s2ience. at the Colombo

l

tives fooetioning se such
are working the Constitu-
tion. They attend Par-
liament and draw their
remuneration and enjpy
privileges and  benefils
appertaining to their
office. They also  wish
the bye - eleation to be
beld for the Kankesan.
thorai eleatorate. Their
leading politieal party
The Tamils United Front

the services of one of the te the President of our has set up s csndidste for
ohief aims of the machi- Republic in this conbext [the Manpar bye-election.'ggeades ago

They hsve not boycotted
the Conattation. They
need not in the eircamss

tapoes refrain from weet- and  daughters

ing the Prasident.

Further, if non-Parlia-
mentariane Aamong the
Tamils, individually or as
representatives of organi-
galions, meet the Presi.
deut for the

self —eame
Tamil people, their Par- purpose «f spprising bim
Representa. of Tamll requirements and

|grievances, they also will
be discharging & civic and
political duty which can-
pot be shirked. Their
duty does not end with
the casting of veotes at the
Parliamentary  Geperal
Elections but continnes to
exist for all time. Omis-
{8ion to meel the Presi-
dent would be tents-
monnt to dereliction of
duty.

The statement of a Bri-
tish Prima Minister (Mr,
Herbert As-quith) madae
on & memorable oeceasion
though in
reepeet of his conntry is
worthy of beiog recalled
to our mind by all sops
of 8ri
Lanka of Sri Lanka of all
‘communities and of all
‘seotions at this juncture
and for all times.

. “You can only make
i changes in this ooun-
try constitutionally;
sny other method
leads to Revolation

Technical College. In 1918
he got thraugh the Diplo-
ma Examination and also
the Madurai Pandis Exa-
minsztior, the firat to get
tbroogh the latter exami-
nation from Ceylon. He
beeame & teacher at Sk,
Patrick’s College
When he was a tescher
at St. Patrick’s Cnllege he
prepared ior the B. Se
Examinst'on of the Lon-
don Univeraity and got
throogh it in 19720 When
be got throogh the B. Bo.
Examination, hes was ap-
pointed Principal of Mapi-
pay Hinda College In
1.22 he resigned hia post
as Principsl spd joined
the Ramakrishna Mission.
He was inijiated a8 a
Brahmachari under the
nsme Prabotha Chajtaniys
and spent two years at
the Mylapore Mut! nnder.

going training. During
these two yesrs he was
Editor of  “ Vedanta
Kegari', the Eoglizh

magaziog published by the
Ramalkrichna Mission, Mad-
ras 6nd the “Ramakrishpe
Vijayam”  the  Tamil
magazice, He alao con-
tributed articles to “'‘Ben-
thamii”” and io these
articles bis knowledge of
Knglish and Soience is
qnite evident. It was
during thie period be
wrote the articles to '*Sep-
thamil’””  dealing with
drama mainly based on
Shekespeare’s FPlays and

these articles were Ilater
pobhished in book form
ander the title of Mathan-
ga Cbulamani. This book
containg coms of the finest
trauslations of English
verse into Tamil verse.

Jaffna,!

In 1924 be was ordained
a8 a Sapoyasin apd so0om
after be esme to Ceylon
to organisa the eduoeation-
sl work of the Rama-

Thongh be participsted in
religions and literary con-
ferences po tangible liter-
ary work was done during
thia work. In 1931 the
Anpsmalai University
orested a Chair for Tamil
and this was the first
time snch a Chair was
created for Tamil in any
University im Indis and
Swami Vipulanapda was
invited to occupy thie
chair which he accepted
He £iled this post
with  dietingtion sand
it was during thie time
that he began bhis re-
gearches in ancient Tamil
Musie.

In 1934 be had to give -
up thig post, as he had Lo
take up the edugstional
work of the Ramakrigshna
Mission in Leylon, In ths
midst of his administra
tive dutiez, he earried on
his researches in Tamil
Music

In 1939 he was appoint-
ed Editor of the *Pra-

(Over to page 7;

arwaeid wpt » Qois sduwg 27is muers
Csraqep ure Qria gepodar giise arps
sremmp mpma Qwris spoms Cacel nis
Caumubare meam I desgs qua @ddars,

Pratad sad publinhed by
Paripalans Sabhaf;
Presn. 450 K. K.

Jaflan,
B Read Vaonarpennal; Jailus

tda Prepristors, the Balva
ot tkeir Balva FPrakas

om Iriday Febro'ry 8, 1974,

Epmror-tN-CHIEF R

» N, BIVAPIRAKAGAM

kzishns Miszion in Ceylon, _
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