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Food Problem; Some Reﬁectiéns

By 8. BIVABUBRAMANIAM

Honorary Secretary Council for National Unity

1t is » piece of good
fortune for Sri Lianka and
other afiected conntriee.
that the ECAFE Confer-
gnce held at the Bandara-
paike  Memorial Hall
ghould have been pin-
pointing the food pro-
blem, The oonetructive
approach to the subject
made by our own Prime
Minister was weleomed by
all the delegates. “How
timely are the remarks of
the Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka” said the Pakistan
delegate, ‘“‘That this is
net 8 time for debate; it in
a time for action,”

It is realised shat the;

food situation during this
year ahead will be still
more critioal and that un-
less adequate steps are
saken to deal with it, more
serious hardships might
ecour. We have been re-
minded of this danger by
world famed food expearis,
insluding Dr. Addeke
Beerms, the Director
General of FAO, and Dr.
Normasn Borlsag, the
agricultural soienkist.

So far a8 Bri Lanka is
econeerned, we shall have
to depend {or some time
more tc come on supplies
from foreign countries. At
the same time, we have
to redouble our own
efforts for local produec-
tion of rice and subsidiary
food iteme:

The action by the Prime
Minister in sending deie-
gation to foreign countries
for obtaining help for us
in our present situation
hss to be greatly com-
mended, and the outcome
of these miseions has been
heartening.

The following are some
relevani matters worthy
of being kept in mind, if
the countr¥ is to puil
threngh diffioulties and
avoid repetition of similar
visitations in the fature.

1t is an indisputable
fact that just now we
oanpot meet the requirse:
meots of the hungry
millions of our people by
deprnding exolusively om

internal cultivation and
production; though we
must steadfastly conbinue
our efforts to inorease our
own prodoction substan-
tislly.

There is no use of cry-
ing over 8pilt milk in any
mabier unless it is for the
purpose of rectifying the
present sikuation, especial-
ly in natiopal affairs-
Decades ago, during pre-
independence  days, a
statesmsn of Sri Lanksa
with great foresight and
sonsiruotive genius, M:.
K. Balasingham, former
member of fthe Legisla-
tive and Exegutive Coun-
cils and a respected iriend
of our suecessive Prime
Minissers warned the
British Colonial Govern-
ment, then in charge of
our gountry’s affairs, and
our people. of the grave
risk of the Island being
starved, if sufficient at-
tention was not given to
looal food production; and
be held up the ideal of
self - sufficiency. That
meisage was pot heeded
aod we are in a sorry
plight pow. Our sufferinge
are mainly a legacy of the
past.

We sare all painfally
aware [of the grave hard-
sbips caunged to the people
of the Island by shortages
of essential requirements.
This appliee more parii-
cularly to food. There
are questions of availabi-
lity of bare necessities, of
daily escalation of prices,

snd of time cobsuminG,
sand sometimes inefficient
methods of distribution,
All sections of the people
are guifering. The poorer
and middle classea of the
pepulation are the Chief
sufferers. Kven the more
well-to=do have their pro-
blems with &he present
heavy taxation and oail-
ings of many kinds.

It is generally agreed
that if Sri Lanka oan
produce a substantial part
of her food reguirements
and thus reduce the
expenditore of forsizo
exchange on food imports,
the other problems ¢on-
nected with shortages of
essendial  goods might
graduslly ease.

We read in the press
and hear from platforms
mabDy appeals to grow
moie {ood, which is all
good. At the same time,
it would be wuseful to
know in detail the diffi-
culties in the way of
achieving our goals.

Ope of the most hear-
ifening reports in the Press
recenfly in this connec~
kion is that of the Seminar
held at the Chamber of
Commerees on the ecultiva
tion of Sorghum and its
uees as a food crop. At
the meeting, thera were
representatives of the
private seetor, the Di-
rector of Agrioulture, and
other government experts,
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Uttamayoga

Maha Kumbhavishegam

Some of us might have
read or heard about the
rites cencerning temples
as geb forth in the Vedas
and the Agamas. Bat it
is rare an occasion to lie-
ten to the experts reading
the relevant texts on the
ope hand and to see for
oneself the rites, being
performed duly, by the
prominent Brahmins, on
the other The Veera-
kathy Vinayagar temple
af Moothspayinarpalam
in Pungudutive was the
venue of such a aplendid
gight in early April an
example for the preserva-
tion of Vedic rites, con-
nected with Saiviem as
prevailing in Sri Lanks.

The origin of this tem-
ple harks back to more
than two ocenturies The
entire Vimena and |[the
Aptaralam were recently
built with white granite
bloecks, and following this
saptadasa (17) kaonda
Uttamayoga Maha Kuom-
bhabhisekam was per-
formed an Monday April
8, 1974 im the morning.

1t is indeed a rare ecoa-
sion to see a Maha Kuom-
babhisekam being per-
formed, after the sagrifi-
oial fire is burnt in seven-
teen sacrificial pita in
accordanee with the rules
ag aef forth in the Vedas
and the Agamas. Such a
congecrakion is vety rare
in Sri Lanka, especially
for three days (April 6-8).
It attracted the attention
of all those sssembled
thera, One ceuld see for
onesalf the relavance and
the spirit of the Vedio
traditions which are more
than 5000 years old.
Hundreds of brahmins
had aesembled there.

When the stupi, as well
as the image of the God
Vinsyaka were consecrat-
ed, thore was a slight

||showar of rain, as if the

God Vinayaka and other
devatas had accepted the
age-old Vedic and Agamio
rites and blessed all those
who had assembled there.
Such was the view of

many a devotes who was
there,

The elshorate oceremo-

nigs wore performed by

more than twenty four
brabmine headed by the
expert Biva SriT. Kailasa-
nathakkarokkal with the
assistance  of saveral
others. This grand econ-
seeration oceremeny wss
financed meinly by =

prominent  busiressman
Bri N.K; Mylvagamam
s devoui devotes  of

Vinayaka and president of
the trustees of this tem-
ple.The temple priest Siva
8ri B. Balakrishnakkurok-
kal arranged everything
necessary for the cere-
monies. The Yagasala
was  designed by Bhri
Somazundaram sthapati,

Thirugnana-
Sambanthar
Swamigal
Maha Poojah

At Nallai Aatheenam

A three day spiritual
program at the Nallsi
Thirugnana Bambandks
Astheenam sattached a
large number of devotees
who partieipated in the
Special Poojabs, depicting
the Life and Teachings of
Sambandha Bwamigal.

Sri la Sri Swaminatha
Thambiran Swamigal of
the Aatheenam conduocted
the special observances.
Shri R. N. Sivapirakasam,
President of the Beiva
Paripalana Sabhai, ShriT.
Murugesampiilai A, G. A.
Jaffna, Benthamil Belvi
Pandit Thangammah Ap-
pakatty deliverad lectures,
Recital of Thirumarais in

P{;nn Issai were conduot-
ed.

Sri la Bri Thambiran
Swamigal stressed the
need for & Thiru Neri
Peravai to enforce reli-
gious discipline and spirit-
ual studies.

Shri  Murugesampillai
wade the observation that
performance of poojahs
ehould be entrusted o
priests of adequate learn-
ing in the Vedas sand
Agamag,
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The teintless Creator, my inner Boul, when He
gives me a birth by uniting the scul with a body,
does eo according to my deserts resuiting from
my previons deeds. They are the aids to the
new body. The Lord is my well-wisher. He is
just and impartial (and not at all capricious.)
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'WORK IS WORTH IN GOLD

=D

May Day has come and gone in all its majestic
sigoificance, And it will reappear one year hence.
This tradition cannot die.

Work signifies eacrifice whioch denotes bene-
volent feeling for others while eatisfying the needs
of self. Hence its worth in gold.

It does mot require, therefore, suthority to
be oited, chapter and verse from texts, First
principles alone will suffice to understand the
joftiness of labour.

Dignity denotes worth and therefore the digaity
of labour lies in the faoct that work has a value
of its own as a etimulating tralt that koeps
society on a high level of sufficiency. Marx,
Lenin, FEungels and many others had written
learned treatises on the subject of labour imspiring
the formation of forums to oatechise the theories
and found ideologies. They were, however, cons-
sious of the trath that the basiz for their thoughts
were no recent discoveries but well kmown prin-
ciples of life. However, the text writers seldom
demonstrated the value of their precepts by prac-
tiee. It msy be said without fear of econtradiction
that Mahstma Gandhi was singularly effective in
placing before the people these age - old axiomatic
truths about the dignity of labour and
the imperative need for individual exertion-work-
to achieve economic and political independence by
himself praoctising the precepts. Need we remind
our readers that Gandhiji did even scavenging not
merely for the love of labour but also to be cf
gervice to others, He interpreted the rare defi-
nition of labour 8s explained by Saint Thiru-
valluvar in the captivating couplet

"pup® Beiknurégn epuldd e
Deaawn Y555 «I@w."”
sabour will produce wealth; idleness will lead to
poverty”.
(1andhijl by hiz exemplary living, labouring
pight and day, produced wealth for Bharat free-

dom and a sense of self-confidence in every
“follower of his way of living. He was the
ideal leader. He did not lead labour asscolations

ot trade unions, nor did he incite unrest by ealling
strikes. He persevered to preserve the dignity of
Jabour.

The May Day is thersfore (o be
with a sufficient understanding of its
pignificance. This is e0 iu our Illlmj'i

observed
speoial

1FOOD PROBLEM .

( From page 5)

and FAO Economist and
s dynamie feod-zrower in
the person -of Mr. W." A-
V. Bipnatamby of the Tri-
nity College Farm. It is
trusted that the Cham-
ber of Commerce will pub-
lish and distribnte the
full transorips of the pro-
oeedings at the seminar
a8 & booklet and hsve i
translated into Sinhalese
and Tamil.

Sorgham ranks fifth ‘n
the line of cereals mow
grown, There are many
varieties grown. There is,
I believe, a varigty to suit
most olimatic conditions
and elevations. New va-
rietigs heve baen discover-
ed with sn impressively
high protein  gontent,
Yields of eix te seven
thousand pounsnds an aere

o

NOTICE |

EXIGENCIES OF CIRCUMSTANCES COMPEL
THE ABRIDGING OF

s

The Government will do
great good if it succeeds
in getting peop's to grow
Sorghum on an extensive
scale and cbtainiog sll the
help it ¢an from the pri-
vate gector, as well as,

from its own political
authorities.
There is another im-

portant step which the
Prime Minister and Gov-

ernment could take ip
relation to the Food
Problem. Thia is the
oreation of a separate

Ministry of Food. Thise
humble suggestion is not a
refleciion or the good
work dome in this connec-
tion by the Ministry in
oharge of producing sand
distributing food in epite
of inherent handicaps.
Oar Ministers are burden-
ed with heavy work as
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are not unnspal, but much
higher yields have been
obtained. Indian varieties
grow in Ceylen have
dong welle India has
forty five millions scres
under Sorghom oultiva=
tlon. The potential thus
is great for the onltivation
of this crop im Sri-Lanka
especially, as it is largely
independent of the wea-
ther, and the same sor-
ghum plants yield three
GIOpS.

Growing rice 18 Dot ab
all times and at all places
a facile task. Good rain-
fall is pecessary, failing
whioh, adequate irrigation
facilities. Henoe, the ne-
cessity for cultivation of
sabsidiary erops slong
with rice. The Deputy
Direotor of Agricultural
Development, said at the
seminar that we should
oot put all our eggs in one
basket. 1f the {rice crop
failed, the entire economy
failed. It was necessary
to produce one or two
other cereals as ap insur-
ance and that Sorghom,was
ideally suited because it
had the required nntri-
tional vaine and could be
paeily grown even in the
dry zone. The nutrition-
alist of the Medical Re-
search Institute said that
where-ever rioe and water
were not available, Sorg-
hum gould be mads readily
available with the effort,
16 had wide scope for
meeting the foed needs of
the people.

Bri Lanka is a developing
country. Our present
diflieulties have come as s
further burden and sre s
lagacy from the past.
Henge our Ministers how-
ever capable they may be,
ghounld not be over burd-
ened.

The werk iovelved in
getting and distributicg
the nation's food reguires
the undivided attention
of a separate Ministry
with competent special-
‘zed departmente of offi-
cers and competent advi-
aory committees, inoludipg
membera of the genersl
public. Ab least till we
ate out of the woods, it
appears unpaveidsble to
have such a esparate
Ministry, for [ood exela-
sively. Such a separate
Ministry sbonld bs Sioe-
qeu non for all Govern-
ments of Sri Lanks, pew
and hereafter.

There iz snother step
which strikes ope as being
capable of produe ng good
results. That is the
appointment of a Com-
mistion  compesed of
politiciams, cxperts, ad-
ministrators, agriouitarisis
and indosirialists, 1o
advise Goveroment, Par-
liament apd the Nation
on #leps — necessary to
overcome the country's
present food and eéconomie
difficulties and to avoid
recurrence of same in the
foture.

i One of the graves: chal-
{lenges whioh enr country
bas been called upon fo

Friotid and publisked by

Prems 40 E. K 8
en Friday May 8 1974,
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'[uherent Danger In

Insecticides

Increasing deaths due to
the indiscriminate use of
ingectjoides in the course
of agricalturs] pursuits
must have by now drawn
the attention of the people
and the Agthorities to the
need for warnings to be
published for the informa-
tion of those who handle
insecticides agsinst the
lurking dangers.  The
ordinery cultivator has an
abiding faith in ipseoti.
cides a8 somethimg in the
way of reauce to him from
the sustasined attack of
insects on hiz coltivation.

Insecticides

This belief is in itzelf
not very harmfal; bat
what censes damage is the
abesnce of the potentiali-
ties of the inzecticide snd

tow the inseoticide is
donble-edged. It elimi-
natea the inseots but at

the same time retains the
capacity to endanger the
life of the person who
uces it withcut adequate
precaution, Indifference,
and negligence on the
part of the person who
sprays the insecticide ger-
tainly buoild up circoma-
tanees that eventusily
prove to be the destroyer
of the bigger imsect—the
haman being.

There iz bardly amy
time to be lost. The in-
herent dsogers in the use
of insecticides should be
brought to the immediate
notice of all cultivators
by means ef explanatory
instreotione in the form of
tracts,

meet ia the presenk foou
and economic crisie, No
doubt, several other coun-

tries are meeling with
even graver probleme.
That latter fact sbomid

ook lull ue into a sense of
comw} lacence but geuld
well spur all sections of
the peop'e to eclose their
rapks aed thus surmouns

the origis, the first step
being an  indispensable
pre-requisite  for the
second.

P.B

One of Sri Lanka’s meat
encoessinl agrioulturiste ia
a former Editor of the

Frokams |

“*Hindu Organ™, the vete-
ran lawyer, journalist, apd
publicist Mr. A, V. Knls-
singham — Another sue-
oessful agriculturist is Me.
V. Kumaraswam, also s
lawyer and former M. P,
for Chsvakschcheri. I
would indeed be very
helpful if the experienca,
knowledge, and skill of
these two gentlemen ars
made use of by Govern.
ment and the people gene-
rally at this junotura ip
desling with the Food

Problem and Agrieulioral
Etforts, e
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