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Faith in God, Prayer and |

: Self - Surrender

By C. SINNATHURAI B. A,

( Continzsd from lsst issus )

Man is mot an exeeption.
These elevated thoaghts
ranie in the minds of
perscns of implicié faith
ic God “my faith runs &n
very much faster than my
reason that I eam chal-
lenge the whole world

ever shall be” =mays Ma-
batma Gandhi, “If we
have strong faith, we will
be provided by God with
everything He thinks ne-
cessary to us. J
All those who peroeive
know aad realise that the
body and the eoul sare
different aod that the
body is only a femporary
resting place for the sounl
to achiave its mission in
thie world in that form
are fortunate and wisso
They have real wisdom ot
Gpapam. It i3 they who

~ “hava performed penznes

i

"

. whe

in the previous birthes and
did righteous agts sponta-
pecugly without thinking
of vheir benefits and re-
sults. Suoch people will
have faith .0 the Bupremsa
Power and the love ihey
Lava for that Impercepti-
ble Power will flow like a
fountain  mutbmatically.
Such- people sse God
everywhere in every na-
tural phenowena. They
have no hatred towsrds
anybody nor have they
auy attachment to worid
ly possessions. They have
po enemies, To them
praiee and abuse,fpoverly
and wealth, day &nd
pight, sotrow and happi-
ness aro the sams, They
are Jeevanmukthaa, They
are walking gods (&
wrPh Qgimw) 1t 18
only suoch people who can
redeem tha lsnd from
poverty and destroction.
duch people are living:
gomewher2 even today. It
ia on account of them
that the balanece is kept
up slthough the world is
heading towsrds g'obal
destruction. From time
immemorial from the Hi.
malayss to Cape Comio-
rin. India bes been for-
tunate to have bhe pre-
gence of genuipe geinks
radiated  gogd

thoughte which dispalled
the olonds of confosion
and ochsos snd whiph
freed the eountry from the
threes of starvstion and
famiga. Appay, Same
baathar, Eantharar helped
people with food. Why
is that the whole world is
afieated by the demon of
starvation apd
Tog thirst for materialism
has renched the zenith
point &0 much so thas
people have lost the ba-
lance of judgment and are
in a rsce to get quick
money by any means
whether fonl or fair.
They reqaire more mongy
Yo satiafy their desire to
live s life of comfort and
gloty. Now Dharms s
et 5 stake Tha people
generally bava lost their
power ol resson Gratitndo
5o parents, pel{-rgapess and
respect for elders, parents
and tesohera 2rs Lhinga of

the past. Worship of
Mammon ia the order of
tbe dsy. Bribary and

corrnption have muearped
apright and diseiplined
lile of good condunot. They
aal into the very vitals of
virtuons, righteous and
troe religious life.

Paopls do oot hava the
ayes to ses oot the ears to
hear. Now snd then we
read of railway and bus
acoidents, acroplang crash-
@8, Vvoleanic eruptions,
floods, Jsndelides, murders,
thefte, burglaries eand
what not; still pecple do
not have the patience and
the desire fo understand
themszelves and have self-
introspection. They go on
with their old routins
of vicions
thooghts, They do mnot
care to ask themsglves
why all these taka placs.
To tell the plain troth
Dharma, love and grati-
tude fto the Suopreme
Power and to obhers not
oured for. Ministera of
State, offioers ab the bigh
rungs of tha ladders of
poeition and prosperdy
should set & nobls exam-
ple snd lesd exemplary
lives, Their thooghts
will radiate and paurily

the stmosphere and make

l
huogar ¢

unhealthy

others algo - gennine and
patriotic lover ¢! the
country. Upless and uo-
til the general condoat
is slavated, we caunot
expect bighar things aof
life prrmeate the lives of
’f the people., It iz ©be
vonder then that faminoe
wod  starvation cpprass
she paople. It s no won
der people are half-fed or
oven less. To raise the

All Ceylon
Saiva Conference

e

Owing to’ noavoidable
circumatapces the Ssiva
Conferench fixed for
31-5, 1 & 2 Jane 1974
hss bepn postponed to
the middla part of June
1974,

Secretary
Ssiva ¥aripalana Sabhsi

morel and ethical stan-
dard, we most have firm
belief in the SapremaPow-
er who will remave moun-
tains of diffiouliiea Praka-
|athan, Kannappar Neya-
nar, Keopaki, Rama and
rits, Harichanthirs, the
four eaints Appar, Bam.
banthar, Suantharar and
Manivasegar wera glaring
persons of piely aad
davotion msod Ghey were
persons of magnetic waves
of goed thoughts, They
stand for sll generations
of people yet unborn aw
God intoxicated persona-
litics and a8 persons who
{reed themselves from the
olutchss of Maya and
merged in God. A map
with faith will always
pray to God. Prayer s
the panages for the
modern physical, mental
and sgoial ills. Inksusity
of prayer will dissolve
physioal and mentsl ills.
it will purify tbe mind
aod will iovigorate the
mind and perves, Cons:
tant cowmunicn with God
will make oor life bappy
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The Sacr

d Sports of Siva

The Lord Taught Narkirar Purity of
Grammar Through Agastyar

Y. SUBRAMANIAM
Baiva-Pulavaa

Narkiran reflecting thatj
bis cure was obtained in
the lotnz tank bathed in
it afterwards three times
every day, pering esch
fime his bomogs to the
l.ord. The Goddess one
doy enggestad to the Lord
that as he was a pgreal
davoien, it would be ex-
pedignt to teach him the
rules of elegant composi-
fion of which he was yet
igpoeant, apd thet thia
mipght be done by meaps

| of the father of tha Tamil

Langnags, the sage Agas-
tyar, (whom the God ata
former period had desired
oot to come from the
Sonthorn monntain called
Pothiye (QurBesw) to
Kailsze in the north, bes
¢suse by doing 8o, thein-
clination of the earth's
surface would be altered
aud its balance desiroyed:
but to remain in the South
whither the Lord w.uld
Apasthyar ensble to be
tresent) The Lord con-
spnted teo the sogges-
tion of Mioatehi 'Eg @)
and calling Agastiyar
bid him ibstroct Nar-
kiran, In consequence
of this inztruction Nar-
kiran bagame very skilfuol;
gorrected his owm rough

apontaneous effusions,
and thoss of others
making ‘them  glegant

eomposition; snd taoght
bis fellow posts the like
rules; by which means the
Timil Laogeaga beeame
weall modelled. I: occar-
red to the Goddeas after-
wards to sak the Liord
whv He chosg to instroot

Narkiran by means of
Agsstiyar, and oob
d rectly by  Himssll.

seeing He knew all the
rales of grammar so well?
The Lord replied, That as
thera would have been an
incongruity in his teach-
ing a person who had
obce 80 grievonaly (though
igaorantly) offended, he
had preferred = effcctiog
the reenlt through the
medinm  of Agastiyar.”
The Goddesa on regeiving
thiz mformation was Batia~

aond [roitfol.. A men of g 5
prayer spd feith willj
bavo fearlessoees. _Hn' When the beach of
!
( Over to page 6)  'leaxned poets could not

agree concerning the
merits of their (own)
respective compositiens
the Lord by means of a
dumb ch'ld settled the
differences.

The forty - eight mem-
bera of the CQCollege of
poris bad each one eom-
posad 8 book. and each
cne vapunting the merits
of his own composition,
& dispute arose among
them as to supariority.
To sottle this dlspute,
they went to the presence
of the God and implored
Higs intervention. He re-
plied, “There is the eon
of a very rich merchant
of handsome form, yet
domb; he shall settle yoor
dilferences”’. The learned
poets agrin submitted to
the Lord how one who was
dumb oould possibly
effect what was required.
The God replied, *“That
when a chant was perfeck,
the bairs on the dgmb
man’s hesd and srms
should stand erect; and
when a chant had merit,
hs ghould merely move
bis bead with an express
sion of approval. The
duomb person was acgord=
ingly taken to the College
where the anthors sever-
ally recited their composi=
fiops, In some the lan-
guage was good; and in
others, the subject wase
good; apd so there the
domb child assented by
oodding his bead. Bat
the compositions of Kabi-
lar, Panan and Narkirar
were indicated to be per-
fect, both in langaage
and matter, Thus, the
doubta and difficulties of
the Coliege poets were
adjusted and the members
went on harmoniously
together.
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The soul does not die, neither is it born (—it
has neither a beginning nor am end—). It
has nothing to depend on except Ged ( the
Supreme Soul ). The Vedantas ( Upanishads )
proclaim that the soul knows God ( through
His Graoce).
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SYLLABUS FOR SAIVA STUDENTS

—oQiR e

It is inexplicable thai a ecynical controversy
is being conducted in the hallowed name of Ssiva
Religion on s topio that has been clearly clarified
by Ssints and Sages several centuries ago. All
thoss who have studied and understoocd the tenets
of Baivaism according to the age old oclassical
expositions of Saiva Gurus (fww graadr) in the
Sashtras and Tirumurais will know that the
pyllabus for the teaching of Saivaiem had slready
been detailed and that the Navalar Readers,
Sivapsthssundrampillai Bsiva Potham series and
the Saiva Paripalana Sabhai Text books indit'aate in
unambiguons language the correct conception of
Saiva Btudies.  How and wby this unwanted
gontroversy has been raised, the 831‘7&' parents
are unable to understand. Paeaage of time ma?
e2ll for reforms in mundane matters but can it
have any adverse influence on settled truths and

satablished religious knowledge?

Knowledge of matters pertaining to genera
religious information is ceriainiy necessary and hae
to be imparted tc children. This can be effe-ct-ed
by broadening the scope of studies in subject:
1ike history, civies and general knowledge. No
troe religionist will ever weloome controversies op
shese topies. Hence it becomes necessary for sll
Saiva organizaticie in' one voics to impresa op
the Educational Authorities that syllabus of study
of Saivaism should remain unaltered and conform
to age-old traditional texts.

Students ran the risk of geiting confused in
this matter as often contradictory opinions and
conflioting versions which are published = the
press tend to oreate a feeling of helplessmese in
those who earnestly endeavonr to learn their reli-
gious tenets, Religion shonld mot be treated in
the same manner as politica and pelitical opinjon,

ghould not be sllowed to influence the teaching

Faith in God,
Prayer and
Self ~ Surrender

——————

( From page 5)

fears only God who knows
wbat be wants and will
provide all his needs at
the proper times at this
juncture, at this critical
period of history, when
famine and atarvationo
torment us, we shounld
pray to God with all heart
with all eur strength
and with all our garnest-
ness God will come to our
regoue if we pray to Him
with all our heart. *“More
things are wrought by
prayer than thisz world
dreams of” says Lord
Tennyson, “He is always
at your beck and eall, but

on His terms not on yoor
terms’” says Mahatms
Ganodhi. Chanting of

Thevarams Thiruvasagams
and Thira Muris wil|
lead us from darkpess to
light and from strength to
strength. The reputition
of Panchadcharam (ugs
gr&pi) daily at  all
times will release us from
the chains of bondage, will
desiroy our sins end give
us iener light and mental
illumination, When a par-

son begina to feel his
belplessness and when he
realises that the ungeen.
SBuperior Power is the
agent, he gives up hig
whole mind and heart to
Him. He surrenders him-
self to God. He does not
own anybthing. He be.
eomes a slave to Him and
enjoys the thrilling happi-
ness that permeates his
bones merves, blood apd
the mental ’sphere. Al
the dross bas been burnt
by this increasing, ever-
flowing and All-Pervading
Grace. According to Saiya
Siddhantha Philosophy, it
is the Gurn who alti.
mately saves a davotee
from Samsara life and
brings salvatiomn to the
disciple. Faith in God,
prayér and surrender to
Him play an important
role in redeeming the soul
from the physical and
mental pain and in tha
attainment of Salvation,
Mahatma Gandbi says:—
“I have been a willing
slave to this exacting
master for mora thap half
a century. His voice has
been imereasingly audible.
88 years have rolled by.
He hea never forszken
one even in my darkeet
hour. He hss saved me
often agsinet myaslf ang
left me not a vestige of
independenos, The greater
the Surrender to Him,
the greater has been my

of religion;

jor‘"

He came from Mala
That waa
nambalam was affection-
ately described in Jaffna
when he started medica”
practice three decades ago.
In Malays. he was of
course identified ss ‘he
cams from Jaffns.,' In
both places the attribnte
was a oommendation for
oivility and common sense
which characteristios mar-
ked Dr. Ponnambalam
throughout his eareer both
a8 medieal praotitionsr and
social servies worker. i

)

What ides struck a)
group of leading social|
workers in  Valigamam|
North ss a field of frait.
ful service also hit the
imagination of Dy. Poa-
nambalam when the Tal.
lippsllai  Co - operstive
Hospital was established
quarter of a century sgo,
Soon & dispensary om a
co-operative basia was
opened with Dr. Ponnam-
balam officiating as Medi
cal Practitioner and pre-
moter of the project.
It took bardly any time
for the humble medical
hut to enlargs iteslf as a
modern hospital; for thers
was in the back ground
and also in the for«front,
the Malayan Medical man
who had his own way of
patronising patiants,

Today the Tellippallai
Co-operative Hospital that
stands majestically on s
site which was generously
gifted by that philantrre-
pist Mr. Thamboo Kansga-
ratnam gerves as & model
institntion of that type,
It reminda the people of
the patriotic services of
Dr. Ponnambalam.

The medical man from
Malaya who had scon cap-
tored the mind of the
common man in Jaflna
began to idertify himself
with walfare work in the
cnltural, social snd reli-
gions spheiess In the
Community Centre of his
locality he established a
palmyrah jaggery industry
en go-operative basig, con-
tributed in large meaaurel
to the educational ad-

arwgaia epr e Cous slaEsg arda

Doetor who Developéd on the
Dacirine of Co-operative Activities
in Medical Service

LATE DR: P. PONNAMBALAM
(APPRECIATION)

ye,[vancement of Keesrimalai
how Dr. Pon-|and tosk

abiding interesg
0 the ancient Temples at
Keerimalai and Mavidda.
puram. Chosen for honony
by the Government he
was made a Justice of the
Peace, a recognition which
was applauded by the
pecple in a fitting mane«
ner.

Ths North has lost g
great personality.

—

Chekkilar Vila
& Guru Poojah

The Al] Ceylon Sekkilar
Manram has arranged s
full day program to ob-
serve the Sekkilar Garg
Poojah at the Jaffnz Hin.
du College premises The
Gurupcojsh arranged by
the Hindn Collags Y. M-
H A will begin at 9 5, m,
S8hri M (nanapragasam
Vi:e-President of the
Msaoram and S8:i T, Kg-
maraswemipulavar will
deliver |ectares.

In the evening Shyi M
Srikantha, President of
the Manram will deliver
the annnal address. The
life history of Sivayoga
Swamigal in verses by Vid-
wen K. K Nadarajaa will
be released.

Shri T. Bomasurdsram
Attorney at Law will de.
liver the introductory
address and commentary
speech will be daliverad
by Psndis 8, Sivapras
gasam,

Appreciation will be
offered by Shri K.Chokkga
lingam, Vidwan K.Karthie
gesu, Pandithai Siya Ths,
mil Chelvi Thangammah
Appakutty, Bhri E. Saba-
lingam and Shri R, N.

After Vidwan’s speach
in reply, Shri 8- Vinaya-
gamoorthy will deliver a
lectore

Altorney - at - Law Shri
RajaRajeswaran Thanga-
rajah will propose a vote
of thanks,

Sivapirakasam,

Caragomp nie @rivs geapdar gibdises arjpa
sfcrwcep mpas Quems s p0% Caca via
CovmnBers mom £ dusge ana Bsaars,

Frind’d snd publlshed by
Paripala.a Babhai;, Jafina,
Presn
en Friday Muy 24, 1974,

the Prapristors,
o) their Baiva
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