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Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva |

(By Arul Thiagarajah)

It was five years 2go
Sir Arupachalam Maha-
deva, ona of the most
distinguished statesmen of
his times passed away full
of years, at the ripe old
age of 84 Nevertbeless
he has left bebind his
footprints on the sands of
tima. 8Sir Mahadeva is
very often in the thoughts
of the older generation,
but the younger genera-
may not have a clear ides
about his contribution o
the prlitical emancipation
of Ceylon and in the field
of edncation e&nd culture
of ocur motherland.

Sir Mahedeva's ances-
tors were intimately coo-
nected with the legislature
of Ceylon as from the
nineteenth century. His
father’s maternsl uncle A.
Coomarasamy Mudali-
yar was the firgt Tamil
Member in the first Lecis-
latvive Couneil io 1833,
Mr, Coowarasamy was a
bright pupil 8t the Semi-
nary run by Hev. J. H.
Cordiner, the auther of
the femous book on Cey-
lon. Coomarasamy’s son
who later begame &ir,
Mautta Coomarassmy won
the coveted Tarpour Priza
at the Cslombo Academy.
Sir Muttu Coomarasamy
was a great friend of
Disragli the then Prime
-Minister of England and
had the former been
gpared s few more years
of life he would have
entered the British Parliz-
ment. Sir Mabadeva's
father Ponnambalam Arn-
nachalam (later 8ir) was
the first Ceylonese to
enter the Ceylon Civil
Service, through open
gompetitive examination.
In addition he & dis-
tinguiched sebelar, enter-
ed politics and was ag.
olaimed and acceplsd as
an all Ceylon Leader.
Mahadeva’s unele Sir Fon-
nambalam Ramapathan
for hbslf-a-century bes-
trode tha political ecene
like & oolossas. He was
» great sobolar, edoca-
tionist, stateeman and
above all a great philan-
theopist Sir Ponpam-
balam brothers very mach
resemble the distinguished
twin brothers Sir A.
Ramaswamy Mudaliyar
and 8ir ur. A. Lazmana-
swamy Madaliyar in the

field of Adminjstration,
Edueation,  Philosophy,
|Law and Legislature.

Sir Mahadeva had a
brillisnt acadsmic eareer
at the Colombo Acedemy,
and later secured Alathe-
matieal Tripos at Christ
Collegs, Cambridge. He
passed out 83 a Barrister-
at-law from Lipcoln’s
Inm After he retorned
to Ceylon, he joined the
Ceylon National Congress
founded by his father.
The firat eventful thiog
in Mahadeva’s career took
place in 1924. He con-
tested the Western Pro-
vipce Tamil Seae and wae
opposed by E. Sri Path-
mansthan his brotbar-ic-
Inw and Dr. M. M. Kama-
rasamy a repnted iode-
pendent gontleman. Io
the faca of fierce contest
and mud slinging Maha-
deva won the elealion.

Later Madadeva becime
the Principal of Para
meshwara Collegs, Jalins

founded by his unpcle Sir
Ponnambalam Ramana-
than: The Governnient is

now contgmplating toecon-
verf this into a modern
University Campus.

8ir Mahadeva was
foresichted politician and
worked along with Mr. D.
S.8enapayske the builder
of the new Constitation
and first Prime Minister
of Independent Ceylon.
Mahadeva has bern a
member of the Stata Conn-
cil represenmting Jalfna
Constitueroy for severa!
years and suegeeded Sir
Baron Jayatilaka then
Minister of Homa Affaira
in 1v42, and continned to
hold this post till 1947.
Hs felt that the Sinbalese
and the Tamils forming
the major two commupi-
ties in Ceylon shonld work
together for the welfere of
their motherland.

He was appointed High
Commissioner for Ceylon
in India in 1849, Later
he was appointed 88 a
Member of the Public
Service Commigsion. He
bad remarkable memory
power and added lustre
and brooght distinetion to
his office. In this ephere
his clarity of mwind and
firm adherence to rales
snd procedance wers res

cognized.
He had been the mana-
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Maha
Kumbabishekam At
Neeraviady Pillaiyar

Temple

— e =

The devotess of this
ancient Templs st Meera-
viady had dope well in
bringing back ths Tumple
Buildings to normal con-
dition by organizing the
shestric reqoirement of a
Maka Kombabishekam.

The Mahs Kambab'sha.
kam publication deals with
the Veda-Agamic cuncep:
tion 'of ¢this importent
ceramony apnd the several
functions relating to thé
performance of the Abi-
shelinm,

The Maha Kambabishe-
kam cersmony was con-
dueted trne to” Veds
Agamio tradition and was
sttended by w large num-
ber of devotees,

ger of 4he Vivskananda
Vidyalayvam, foundad by
the Vivekanenda Socisty,

Colombo, & pgreat Saiva
religions Sooiety, for s
gonsiderabls number of

vears anod devoted oon-
siderabla time and enerey
to - Hindu religions and
caltoral affairs. The birth
centennary calebration of
Sir Mahadeva's iflustripns
fsther Sir Ponpambalam
Aropachalam took plics
in tha vear  1953. 'l'he
writer camp 1o intimais
contact with Sir Male-
deva daring this time and
gserved a8 g member of the
Centepary
Commistee. Prominent
pargons like Mr. Willinm
Gopallawa, Dr. C. W. W,
Kaonangars, B W, Kanp-
nangara, D. B. Kilapola,

A-M.A. Azeez, Dr. §
Natesan. Sir Kanthbiah

Vaithianathan served io
this Centenary Celebra-
tione Committes . and
made the fanctiona re-
sounding sucgess.

Sir Arunachslam Maba-
deva was keighted in the
year 1955. In a feature
srbicle eommenting ob
the conferment of Knight-
htod & prominent jouras-
liat observed” ... That
while the ancestors of
the powers tiab are were

glorified cattle [lifters,
the forsfathera of Sir
Mabadava wsig spask

ipg philosopby on the io-

tersational platforms.™
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‘Far from being asham-
ed of our black skin and
eur origina]l values of
civilization, wa (Blaek
Africans and Dravidians)
sho~ld be proud of them
For, wa ara the world’s
glder aons”’, Mr. Lisppold
Sedar Sepghor President
of Sznagal, ssid here today

IFer thoosands of years,
“wo had been the FHrsk
producers of civilization,
long before ws became
copsumers”, ha said deli-
veriog a lecture on “Ne-
ctitnde and Dravidian
Ualture” at the Rajaji
Hall soder the auoepices
of theTaternations! laatis
tute of Temil Stadies-

‘On the kinship of Dras
vid'an and Negro-African

languagas, . the . visiting
Pregident @aid, in  the
I9th  centary, Alfredo
| Trombetie ' wss one of

tho first scholars to have
the pressntiment that the
two repessented a com-
moa lenguage, sKin to
Samerisn. He also re-
farred to the recant sta-
digs conducted by re-
scarohers in  thia field.
Claiming that the “Erit-
rean cultare” was the sor-
vival of an aca'ent Indo-
| African Cullure, he gave
‘examples to show that
'vocabulary relating te
lmettalorgy and  cotton
‘Epinaing was sxactly the
jgame in the Dravidian
li:n:uages of Indisa and

NegrosAfrican langoages.

Mr. Seoghor said it
would be of great advan
tage for the Dravidians
sod the Black Africans
$o get together arnd in-
vestigate the points of
gonvergenos. or rather of
kinzhip in the values of
the eivilisations charac-
teristic of the two black
worlds—the world of the
Black Dravidians and of
tha Blaok Africans.’

These observations by
the President of Senegal
ara of ioterest as Laho~
vary bhas in his work
“Deevidian Origio of the
‘Weat” indicated the pre-
valence of an ancient
Deavidian  lapguage ino
connte €3 long tha Medi-
{terranean, He bhag obe
gcrved at page 1 of his
'book,"Dravidian, altbough

AFRICAN AND DRAVIDIAN
LANGUAGES

today a wvery composite
group of lapnguages, as a
result of bumerous difier-

ent lingunistic contacts
in the conree of time,
18 not an iselated

group, but the survivor
of an incorporating or
polysynthetic family of
Peri - Mediterranean and
Hamite-Bemitic languages
(azs shown by it8 more
archaio strooture), which
gbretohed, some five or six
thousand years ago with=
out a break over a vast
zone of the Near East.”
He bas also pointed ont
at page 4 of this book that

by Near Fast he means
Aratolia, Syria, Palestine,
Concasis, Perisia, ¥eso-
‘potamia with its exten-
sions towards India, as
,well as Arabia and the
African ~regions facing
Arabia.

It i3 not impossible that
a3 research progresses
interesting faots  will
gemerge to confirm this
view. In this gontexs the
following extract from a
review of this work by
Nilakanta Sastri is of
interest, “A learned re-
viewer of the French
original of this book has
reminded us that in
Bopp’s day the olassieal
philologists who had not
go far studied apy other
langnages but Latin and
Greek were filled with
indignation at the attempt
to extend the field of
research to other far away
and liitle known langu-
ages and to postulate a
common ancestry far them
in the remote past: and
that it took & century
and a baif for them to
learn that, after sll, Bopp
was right.”
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Saiva Maha Sabhai

Kurunegala
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Thirugnena Sambanthar
Guaru Poojah was observed
by the Saiva Maha Sabhai
Kurunegala om 6-6-1974
in which Sri Thurai Mano-
haran, B. A , lecturer Uni-
versity Peradeniya Cam-
pus delivered an instruc-
tive lectare on “Gnana
Sambanthar”,
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phu wssd soLCar eofiur
Cugles FFad g GhuGur(®)
o8 Gergguh Qermuss sraGa,
gsldar daanewts I pssds,

( What is called) emancipation ensues thus: In
the state of Turiyam where no difference is per-
ccived between the soul, God and Divine Grace
the intrineic nature of the gnul becomes identi-
fied with the nature of God, This indeed is the
dawn of faultless freedom from action.

Bmegppdbuad
sodfarnCa  ggraripd sddyd
mosfaruGu  Hran) «deasye
EwsfuruGu Hyafbst Gpsxlw
mrsfuaruGa marGlan) sTigCo,
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HAPPY HAPPENINGS

PG

The trend of tendemoies now prevailing in the
Usited Nations Organizstisn is an indication of »
substantial cheange of heart in the matter of
desling with internatiopal sffairs. The eatry of
the People’s Republic of Chioa into the comity
of Nations certainly heralded a pew ers end in
8 great meacure has paved the way for more
co-operative effort and better understanding.
However, bickeringa do continue with the emer-
gence of the oil producing countries of the Middle
Kast making that ares the centre of gravity of
contending politioal aspirations. The resultant up-
set in the economy of the world in general and
the disagreeable imprct on the industrial avd com-
mercial enterprises of the Western Powers have
been distorbibg the prospects of progress in the
direction of & solution of the crisis in the Middle

East, Yet the relieving feature of Dr. Kiesinger's
determined snd daring mission has given high
hopes of & bright future though in his home

country politicians are busy taxing his patience
by persisting in naueeating comments.

In the midst of these happenings, the accept
ance of the membership in U. N. of Bangladesh
by the Security Counsil has farther enlivened the
hopes of higher achievements. Let these efforts
bring universal harmony which alone can save
humenity.

Mahadeva—The Model Statesman

Memories of the mighty men of the glorious
past remind us all of one sigrificant fact, namely
the existence of ® great heritage to which the
present generaticn has become heir. Among those
gtalwarts whose statesmanship illumines the history
of thiz lovely little isle, Bir Mahadeva’s name
ogcopies & pie eminent place. : _

The special contribution on the life and achigve.
ments of Sir Mahadeva appearing in this issue of
the 'Hindo Organ’ gives a studied sketoh of the

distinguished leader’s personsl attainments
and public e&chicvements for the general
good. ln thia context we may refer to the

event of the year, we mean the establishment of
the Jaffna Campuos in the premises of Paramesh-
wara College, and cbserve that in a way it is a
tribute to the tarsightedness of the Pompambalam
brothers and a recogrition of §Sir Mahadeva's
stewardship cf the College as Principal. The.pre—
sent generation has in Sir Mahadeva a grest ideal
a8 & mode] statesmgn and exemplary lesder,

THE SACRED 8

PORTS OF SIVA

How the Poet Idaikadan got rid of his
negligent treatment by the Pandian King

V. BUBRAMANIAM
Baiva-Pulavaa

After Bembagamara
Pandian, who wag a great
devotee of Siva had da-
parted to dwell in His
presence, there followed a
succession of fifteen kiogs
down to Kulesan whe was
20 learned that a place was
agcorded to him on the
College Bench of poets,
and his postioal composi-
tion oontinued to be held
in high esteem

One poet named Idai-
kadar knowing  these
circumstances, composod
some works greatly cels
brafipg the king, which
be recited bafore *him.
But the King toock little
notice and gave po sign
of approbation and gave
no reward.Stang with this
neglect the poet went te
the presspce of the Linrd
and bescught Him to
avepge the injury (dcope
to him /. The Lord favour-
ably heard the reqaest,
and by an illugory act of
will caused the image cf

Himself and Salthi to
dieappear snd Hg re-
moved the College sand

Idaikadar to Vadamatha-
rai, oo the South bank of
the Vaigai river.

The pext morning when
the gaardians of the tem-
ple went to open the
doors of the shrines, teo
their dismay they found
oo imsges thrre which
circumstance they went
and “reported to the Kiog
together with their [ear
aboat the future prosper-
ity of the plece. The
King greatly disconcer!-

ad came down from
hia throne, c¢ast him-
self in Gthe dust and

made piteous lamentation;
when messengers came to
him and annouuced that
the Lord and Sakthi had
been pleased to appesar at
VadaMathural, a circume-
tance never before known
I'he King on receiving
this fdotelligence set out,
without State, not even
walking, but passing over

the intervening distanc?
by bodily rolling over
op the ground When [he
arri ed he repeated his

lamentations eagerly in
quired, if theft or
the craft of trees or
birds or the fanlt of

learned men or his own
transgression of the law
of Mapu hbhad oeccasioned

this heavy visitation 7 A
celeatial voice was heard
stating. that not for any
such ceuse; hot that part-
ly as this was a place
'whera the Lard's devotee
Kuberan (the god of
richea) had performed
worsbip and partly be-
cauge of the insalt render-
ed to Tdaikadan; the Lord
had besn pleased to des-~
cend and remein &b this
place for a time. The
Kiog being now instruct-

ed,” greatly honoured
Idaikadar hy the gift
of a young elephant (»

pecaliar henour to poets
and by the donationp of
very fertile lands.

Idaikadar beipg satis
fed chanted the King's
praises and tha former
order of things being res.
tored, the King recciv d
many g fts from the God
fogether with a son named
Arrinmarthana (aduiwrd s
S Urssligwea ) whom he
caused to be crowned; and
delivering to him his
kingdom, Kulasen himegell
received an upfading im
mortality.
ufdded yeosumbe sumar
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Sir Arunachalam

( From page 5

Ceylon; but he felt that
merit, fairplay, and jus

tice alcne should be the
criterion in all spherea of

ermgis aprg Qois sedewg stis sema

Carmpgrmp mre Qris gmpedar pgdizd aryq
sfgromo mpns Quvras spome Qavel wds
SnirmuBossd mrm (f dwigs ang Qddnrs.

Prinjad and published by
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the Proprictors, tha Eaivs
ef Oheir Baiva Prek:a
Bead Van arpemaal; Jaffas

EpimoR - 15-CHIEF Re N. SIVAPIRBAEASAM

i - SIDHANDHA

SEMINAR

The Meikanda Aathee-~
nam of Jaffos in ocelebra-
ting ita second year of
activities has organized a
Siddantha Seminar during
the High Festivala of
Nallur Veeramskali Am-
man Temple beginning
from June 10, 1974,

The firat day’s confer—
ange was formally declar-
ed open by Sri K.N.
Sivapirakesam, President
of the B8aiva Paripalana
Sabhai. In doing so he
drew attention to the faot
that the gstudy of the
Saiva gashtras must form
a regular featurs in Tems
ples and the High Festi-
vals woun!ld be a fitting
oxcasion for thiz religious
instruetion,

Bbri T. Murogesapillai,

A. G A. Jsffoa in his
address  of appreciation
obserred that religious

stadies that wera in vogue
during the time of Sri La
Sri Navalar should be
revived and that parti-
cu'ar attention should be
paid to the learning of the
Meikanda Sa:htras,

8ri La SriGnanspragasa
Thambiran of the Jaffna
Meikanda Aatheenam eaid
that the Aatheenam bhad
organized a series of such
Seminars, speeially during
the High Kestivals of dif—
ferent Temples and that
ibe Siddhantha Conference
was intended for making
a genuing effort in bring-
ing religious truths to the
people in a convenient
manner,

activities of the Govern-
ment,

Above all he became in=
tensely religicus minded
D his last days. He was
levoted very mnpch to
the Yoga Swamigal, th
beacon light of Jaffna who
broo ht illumination to
thoss who came in_ gon=-
tact with bim (Swami) Sir
Mahadeva was the ma-
naging trustes of Sri Pon
aambalavanesar Temple
sitnated in  Colombo
North, boilt by hiz more
lluetrious upnole Sir Pone
sambalam Ramanatbap,
Sir Mahadeva not only
idministered the Temple
well but also renovated
be temple and built a
Gopuram, and its conwe=~
oration ceremony took
place in 1967. Two years
later in the month of
Juoe 1569 S'r Arupacha-
lam Mahadeva passed
away peacefully. In all
his religions activities he
wag ably assisted by his
devoted wife Lady Maha-
deva, who is surving
bim His son Mr. B.
Mehedeva and his sou-
in=law Professor T. Nadt«
rajah bave rereated the
brilliancy of their grand
father in the sphere of
public administration and
law respeatively,
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