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1975-Food or Famine?)|

'(By E. P. Rasiah. )

Nothing wae elder than
the struggle for food.
From the time the primi-
tive bunters stalked the
animals of the jungle and
the cnltivators dug fthe
ground to induce grain to
grow, man has been babt-
ling with harger. History
was replete with bis feil-
ures. The DBible bas
chronicled ope famine
after apother Food was
in such short sopply io
ancient Athens, that visit-
ipg merehant veseele
wers ocompelled to share
their food-supplies with
the city folks. Romans
had prayed at the feet of
Olympus for food, Hvery
geueration in medicval
Burope had saffered from
famine. The extremely
poot is said to ba e eaten
aate, dogs and the dropp-
fogs of hirds Some star-
ving mothérs bad eaten
sheir dying children ooo-
sequent to unbearable
hunger. Famine bad dri-
ven certain people of
backward countries to re-
gort even bo cannpibalism,

Acoording to Lester
Brown, & Jeading food-
expert from U. 8. A. “lhe
world’s reserves of grain
just now have resched 22
years’ low level—equal to
26 deays’ supplies, as
against 956 days’ euppli s
in normsl times. Even
the U. 8. A was no long-
er the bottomless corni-
copis that it ooce was.”
Against this gloomy back-
drop nearly a 1000 dele-
gates from about a 100
pations and & dozen Ia-
jernatiopal organisations
had gathered in Rome
recently for the Word
Food Confereace spop-
sored by the Us N. O. It
was tbe firat instance of &
concerted global effort in
bistory to tackle the pro-
blem of bunger. For 12
days, the delegatea had
discussed measures “To
gegure food for the starv-
ing and also about a
drive to mobilise kechno-
logical apd finsogial aids
from the wealthy, [nduos
trial aod oil exporting
States to help slong 10U
poorer nations  increase
their food output™. A
Committee of 36 member
patiops including Ceylon

has been appointed to im-
plement the decisions.

Parson Thomas Malthus,
au Hoglish Economist,
pearly a century ago had
predicted “'that the popu-
lation would cnb-run
man's capacity to pro-
duce food.” Of nearly balf
a billion people suifering
from some form of han-
ger. 10,000 die of starva-
tien eech week in Afriea,
Asia and Latin America
Thers were eevere short-
sges of food in Bragzil and
Bangls Degh. Iudia alope
will peed 8 to 10 mil
lion tobs of food jn the
ensuing year from ouot-
gide sources; or else 30
milliop prople will have
to starve  Experis say
that Indis’s 92-2 % apnoal
popolatica growth rate
will donble the eoantry’s
ourrent population-of 506
millions hy the year
2000 A D
thers is the prospect of
population explosion in
other conntries. The ap
parent ipability or un.
willingness of many un-
der-developed countries to

smbittered many agri-

louhuml ecomomists,

Shepherd. a News=paper
Correspondent hbas  re-
ported that f In the worst
aifected areas of Bangla
Desb, grael-kitchens have
been 1nstalled. They pro-
vide =& watery mees of
broken wheat with frag-
ments of pumpkio and
some leafy vegetables. In
ong village even Hindue
(traditionally vegetarians)
were gonsuming dead
cattle and buffaloes driv-
en by starvation.”

Norman Barlorg, winner
of the 1970 Nobel Peace
Prize for his dsvelopment
of wheat straine, has eaid
¢...you cannot bave poli-
tical stability based on
empty stomachs and po-
verty’’. We koow that
shortages and high prices
of focd hava contributed to
the toppling of govern
ments in certain goua-
trigs — Haile Salestic,
Emperor of Ethiopia be-
ing the latest victim Dr.
John Kopowles, President
of the Rockielier Founda-
tiop has warned “We will

be Out

Standardisation of
Marks Severe Blow
to Tamil Students

That at the pessions of
the S5 L.F P bheld at
Matars. a delegate from
the North had brought to
the notice of the ruliog
party in the immediate
presence of the Premier,
the bandieap, standardisa-
tion of marks, bad in-
flicted on Tamil gtudents
in the matter of their
legitimate cleim for md-
migsion to the University
ia certainly a besrtening
pote, Not thatavith this
demand of the delegate
in queation the problam
stands a chaoce of being
solved bot that the
S L.F.P the [oupding
Partner of the U L. F
Government has been told

Likewise|is

by & Tesdivg wiember of
the S. L. 7. P that thers
stapdardisation of
marks and thst his pean-
liar prooedure has wroaghs
havoo cn Tamil stodents.

It muost alsno be remem-
bered that resoclations or
statements placed before

adopt family planniog bas the Annusl Sessions of

any Political Psrty, even
it be the Ruling Front,
do oot have the eapacity
to invoke administrative
action. At the most the
question may be referred
to the Minister comcern-
ed. What the Minister
will do ie a msatter for
mers muosing. All that
would remain is the faat
that & Member of the
Ruling Party had himself
brought the matter o the
notice of the Government

It is now understood
that a committes is being
srt up to report oun fthe
much oriticized selecticn

according to standardi-
satien.
see  incressing famineg,

paestilence apd the exter—
mination of a Jargs pum-
ber of people, if early
action iz mot taken by
world-leaders.”

Severe drought thrent-
sned the wells and tanks
—the life-line ol the
ounltivaters of Norgh-Cey-
lop=—to go dry; but the

( Over to page 4)

e Pxoxs No, 366

The Truth will |University Admissions

Quota System Places
Candidates in a Quandary

The District (Quéta System, like any other
Ouota Manipulation, in the context of sdmissions
to the University for higher eduoation, bas oreated
more-misgivings than ever before.

Hligibility being passes io foor sobjects or
thréee snbjects with marks 25 in the fourth sub-
ject in the G.C.E: ( A) Level Examination of
1974 8as many es 15,446 oandidates have been
prooonpoed as eligible for selection for admission
to the University.

The selections now mads available to the Press
reveal that only twenty per centum of 15 446 of
the elipible candidates have ecaught the eye of
the salectors, the remaining eighty per osntum
being caunght out.

The particulars re Colombo, Jaffos, Galle,
Kandy, Datticalos, Kurunegsis, Anuradbapurs,
Ratnapora and Badalla are as follows:

Medicine Physical Arts

and Bio, Seience
Colombo 751 803 2241
Jaffna 309 595 609
Galle 114 161 6938
Kauody 145 124 998
Batticaloa 19 32 90
Kurunegals b4 76 1349
Anuradbapuara 9 3 208
Ratnapura 16 1y 474
Badalla 14 19 219

Come, Offer Worship, 0 My Mind !

Come offer worship, O my mind,
To the Almighty’'s Holy Feet,
Who has his temple in the hearis
Of those that pray to Him.

Come, come to honour, O my mind,
By speaking without speech,

The Holy Feet which stand as all,
Apnd are beyond all too.

Come gladly and freely, O my mind,
For me om earth to krow

and venerate the Holy Word =
“Where you are, there am [”-

Come unreservedly, O my mird,
That I may revers and love

That Truth, which is bat One alone,
Yet stands a8 ‘two’ and ‘three’.

Without attachment. 0 my mind,
Come to adores the Grace
Of the Guru Supreme, to whom are attached’
Thoas of attachment fres.
—Natobintar al
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“have to plan for the year that has just dawned.
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Off to One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Seventy Five

|

The methodical march to the Twenty Rirst
Century has moved closer with the commencement
of the last quarter of the present era of one
bundred years. The weather is weloomingly bright
here, deapite the forecasts that depressions threatsn
disastrous climatioc ochanges. The exssperating
consequences of the extensive earthquake in North-
ern Pakictan and the devastation im the area of
Darwin however coptinue to haunt the minds of
the people. Yet hope springs, true to human
instinct.

What the next twelve months have in store
for the world can only be presumed from the ex-
perience of the present and the immediate past.
Summarising the situstion we may safely say thab
everything —nation, politics, snoiety, to pick a few
is at the cross-roads, Man being a pilgrim pedes-
trian is oertainiy confronted with the oconflict of
conjecture being caught not betweem two minde
but among seversl minds,

With the baekground of a bitter 1974, we
1t needs little diffigulty to map out the program
on the footing that the problem of food is almost
precarious with the prospeata of a thin harvest of
paddy dimicishing dsily. Here is a ohallenge to
the cuoltivator, the consumer, the ocitizen and in
genersl to the country as a whole.

The entire resonrces of the resulte of researgh
in sgricultare, the concsrted effort of the ocontri-
buting factors of the experts of iuiggginnpl deve-
lopment, the sincere and strenucus striving of the
peasant and above all the maximum oubput of
co-operation im the Administrative sectors must be
ntilised in & eupreme endeavonr to create from the
ruins of 1974 something eubstantial that eao
psve the way for a pull out,

One thing s erystal clear, Thers eannot be
any complacency abywhere. Awareness of the
awful plight in which the people are pisced must
surely induce, nay inspire every single individual
to more work, better work snd full work. Let

|stupendous trek. Litersoy
shonld mot he mistaken
for egducation, 1t is only

36 Years Ago

Democracy and the Press

By the Hon C

( Continzed from last issue )

Tt is ednostion alone that
®ould impart in & people
the sense of “oorrectoess
and responsibility whioh
18 neoessary if they are to
choose the proper persons
to represent them in the
Councils of Government.
Thig mass eduoation is »

a man who anderstands
the essentials of Gowern-
ment that is capable of
exercising a sound judg-
mantin the matter of
choosing his representa—
tive. A  “literate'l man
ig ong who can read and
write apd understand s
few simple thipgs. Baut
it iz nob all *“literate” men

W.W Kannangara

fore them to distract
their atteption {from a
realisation of their funda-
mental vights. Henre the
basis of Government be-
comes one of foroe and
fear. Fgar and make be-
lieve sometimes becoms
the basis of Government
aven in the so-called de-
mogratic coupteigs, Far
the gimple reason that
there is s yaat ipequaliky
in the powers of updar-
standing of ordinary men
nod women. Yoo tell an
ayerags man that s cer-
tain line of poliey is the
best for the gountry, ie
the only ope that wonld
ingnrs the security of his
wages, praperty and his
life, and The glory of the
nakion, he believes yoo
and thinks yon must ba =

that ¢an come be correct
judgment on matters of
moment. And abave all
thera is character whioh
only a liberal and well-
planped edusation can
give end without which
one's jodgment is very
often blurred. Now have
we attained thia 1desl of
msass gducation either in
the West or the Est ? Or
is what we oall modern
democracy all make - be-
lieve?
Democracy and
Di:tatorship

The 'totalitarian: States
gy "The head of the
State i8 th= representative
of the will of the whole
pation’” And they de-
moustrate this statepaent
by overwhelming majority
verdiot of the people ob-
tained at a plebiscite or
referendam  The plebis-

mation to troe democra-
oy a5 the masaes are oall-
ed opon to register a vers
dict direetly on some
stated iszne. In the air
cumstsnees gould the mo-
dern dictatorship Gavero-
ment be called democra-
tio 2 No. The essence of
democracy is freedom of
choice. No nndne inflo-
ence should he brought to
besr on anybody. But in
tota'itarian Btates the
rabble oiten .say "aye”
on the point of the baye-

net or when sagathing

eite is 8 closer approxi<;elementary and

wonderfal man to have
muaskered all the details of
Government®; or what
elze could he do wher he
understanda as hittle sboul
the iobricapies of this
bighly specialieed organi-
gations called Government
a8 he dors aboat Eins-
tein’s theory of relativity.
8o demacracy will vever
be what i1t was meant to
he and what philosophers
dresm it cught to he po-
losa and vntil $here is ab-
solute equality of under-
s'anding amopgst all the
people of a nation. To
achieve the sins qus non’
of an almest Utopian de-
mocracy should bs owe ol
the purposes of education
And eduoegation does nct
mean education imparted
in sch ols and Univarsi
ties alope, for in schools
the education is very
only &
small percentage of a
nation's children can ac-
quire a University ednca-
tion. So the edpeation
1 have in view which I
might eall edneation for
citizenship is the task of
every pabriotic oitizep,
organisstion or bedy in-
clading the Press. Do one
will deny that the Press
fills a most important
place in she affsirs of a
nation, bat it can bs a
power for good as well as
avil. Thg press io Cey-
lon has always striven

spsctacular is held out be-

ko maintaio the best trs-
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Pyinted and publithed by the
palsna Sabbai, Jaffna, at

January 3, 1975,

thet be the 1975 ideal. j
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\Fully Vegetarian

Farewell Party

“A farewel] party lunch
whs given to the Magis-
trate Jaffna on his trang—
fer ss Distriot Jndge to
Kalmunai by the Staff of
Magistrate Court, Jaffna
on Dcoember 26, 1974. As
requested by the Magis.
trate, it was strictly a
vegetarian Luuch Party.
[ was one of thoze who
participated at this func-
tion. There were Tamil.
Sinhalese and Mauslim
officers who participated
atithis loneh perty. They
appreciated this vegetarian
lnnch yery muech, I am
proud to say that this is
the first Farewell party
where striotly wegetarian
food wss gapplied. All
oredit goes to Me Pala-
kiddinar" says Mr. T,
Cansgaraiash who attend-
ed the party.

1975—Food or-...
( From page 3 )

ranent raina have averted
that calamidy, It is how-
sver feared that the paddy.
harvest would fai! and

1475 may turn oat to be
an vesr of F'amine. Will
Jeffne too be foreed to
the fate of Bangla
Desh and experience its
d stress and hardship?
limely action i3 needed
op the part of all to stave
34f the spectre of famine.

[ace

ditions of jooroalism aod
iways displayed » senze
f responsibility and mo-
deration in the task of
educating ptblic opinionj
i§ shonld bs remembered
that the duty of actively
inflnencing public opi-
pion i8 just as equally
important as that of ace
curately reflecting it. All
the world over the power
of the Press has beesn used
on oceasions for Sinister
purposes with disastrous
results. I do nob say tha
one o gan sheuld repre-
sent all points of view.
There is nothing -wrong in
the advocacy of one poing
of view or in pursuing s
certain line of poliay pro-
vided the organ in qnes-
tion is consistent with its
principles and seeks o
give sincers expression
to them,

A Tribute to

The “Hindu Organ”

‘The Hinda Organ, per-
baps primarily intended
to forbher the interests of
the Hindo community,
has, I belie~e. had many
mpny years of pseful .aser«
viee. While conserving
the interests of the Hin-
du Religion snd pledged
to fight the inroads of
whatsever iz undesirablein
slien gultore and thonght,
it hae, I believe, taken o
not ingignifiesnt pert in
the political édugation of
the people.
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