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Third Seminar on Epigraphy —
and Epigraphy Centenary

The third Saminar on
epigraphy orgavized by
the Jaffos Arohaeological
Baociaty was beld on the
4th and 6th ins!. at the
Thirnnelvaly premises  of
the Jaffna Campuos. This
Seminsr also marks the
gentensry of Psul Gold-
Mchmidt’s szeumption of
doties as the First offieial
epizraphist of Sri Lianka
and rightly this Semioar
is dedicated to him.

The eanlrapos to the
venoe was deeorated with
‘joranns’ snd a beausiful
‘kolam’ with some Brahmi
sod Tamil - grantha cha-
—agters from Ceylon ips-

ciptione end the ancient
*puranakumbhbas’ added
colour to the occasion and
indicated the antiguity of
the inzcriptions of Sri
Lanka,

The preceedings of the
Semipar started a¢ 10-30
a. m, on the 4th inst, in
the traditional way wilh
the playing of ‘Nagasyas-
ram’ and ‘tavil’ by expert
artistea and the lighting
of the [smp by Prof.
P. E. Fernando (Presi-
dent Peradeniya Campus)
who was the general pre-
sidant of the ESeminar

1creafter, the orowd of
scholars agsenbled st the
entrance weok to the Ka-
manathan Hall where Mr.
James T, Rutnam, the
president of the sosiety
welcomed the scholars
present there and briefly
raferred to the contribu-
sfona of the great savants
of Ceylon epigraphy Prof.
-~ K. Kailasapathy ( Presi-
dest Jaffna Campus) wel-
comed all to the Campus
and said that the seminars
of the type would he of
great bensafit

Thereafter, Prof. P. E.
Fervando deltvered his
p esidential  address in
which be outhned the
contribontions ol the gr at
Eargpean gsvants to the
epigraphy of  anaignt
Egypt. West Agia, Crate
Greece and Sonth Asia,
pspecially Sri Lanka. Ile
aleo suid that the know-
iedge about the epigraphy
of \South Asia continues

§0 grow year by year The

~ gddress’ wss very inoe-
jructive hnd interesting.
The afternoon Eessions

were presided over by Mr,

J. T, Ratnam, Dr E.
tivathamby resd & very
intereating and exhavstive
paper oo the Bangam
classios and archeenlogy.
Hpg streesed the faob that
as & result of the recent
disgo-eries of §he archaeo-
logieal finda in Tamiload,
the bistorical wvalve of the
Bangam Qlassics hes en-
hanced, Hs ocompared
this to the olasgical
archreology by puraving
which many historical re-
ferepce in the Homeric
poem8 have been com-
firmed.

Mr. V- Sivasamy ont-
lined the contributiors of
the great savants of Cey-
lon epigrapby like Panl
Goldsgbmids, E. Muller,
M. Wickremasinghe, Rev
Fr. Goanapragasar, Mu-
daliyar Rasanayagam and
Prof. Senaret Parapavi-
tane, in & paper ‘‘one
bundred years of
graphy in 8ri Lanka'. Mr.
B, Bastinmpillai read an
iateresting paper on*Harly
interest in epigraphical
and aroheeological atudies
in Sri Lanka*, He payed
glowing tribates to Wiiliam
Gregory a British gove
etnor of Sri Lenka for
tryiog to create an inter-
e8t in these fields of
study. Thereaiter, Dr, A.
Shanmugsdss read &
valuable paper en the
Byntax of inscriptional
Tawmil in Sri Lanka Hse
has applied the prineiples
of modern linguistics in
the study of the langusge
of Tamil insoriptions of
8ri  Lanka. Thevarajap
pointed ont the infloence
of the Tewils in ancient
Sri Lianks, as glasned es-
pecially from the Brabhmi
inferiptions, in a paper
entitled Brahmi ineerip-
tions and Tamils. Aoather
interestiug papér  om
somewhat siwi'ar lineg as
that of Dr. Shanwogadss
xas svbmitted by Dr. W
D. 8. Ksropatilleka oo
the langnage of the early
Siohala ingeriptions in a
paper eotitled *A phone-
mic  inlerfpretation of
agms of the orthographic
peouliarities of esrly Sin-
haless inseriptions of Mr.
M. Werake's interesting
paper ou Eomg comments
on the Galle trilingual

ipsoription and Mr. K,

epi=thala.

piper on the Brahmi ing-
oriptions of Sri Lanks;
the need for & new anaiy-
gig were acoapted-

The morning s®esions on
the 6th werg presided over
by Dr: Mrs. Secbhans
Gokhale, Dr. K. V. Ra-
wan's paper entitlad Beab-
mi insoriptions of Tamil-
pad—a historieal assess-
ment was resd and come-

mepded. It 8 an @x-
hauative study ef the
earligat. insoriptions of

Tamiload, espacially, the
many agpects of the civi-
|izdtion a# portreyed in
reoorde.  Apother inter-
gating psper on the date
of Kharavela & the esrly
Satavahaoaa wos read Dr.
Vermsa, the writer of thia
paper has tried to prove
that Kharavels flparighed
io the first century A. D,
and was » coptemporary
of Sataksroi I. Dr. Mrs
Schhana Gokbale read an
interesting peper on Sri
Lapka in Indian inacrip-
tions. Sri Lapks was re-
ferred to by sach names
a8, Tambapanni and Hin
o his instroctive
paper on the Manar (io
Tirupelvalv India) ins-
cription of Maranjadai-
yan, Mr.
than bas re-assessed the
imporkavee of this record,
egpecially with reference
to loeal administration
(Sabhe) an ancient Tamil-
nad. Mr. C. Sundaram
has empbasized the lite-
rary aspect of tha Kasak-
kodi grant of Nandi
Varmsp Pallavamslia, 1o
his paper entitled Glean-
inga from the Kasakkudi
grant. My, A, U. Bhatta-
carya has disoussed the
details sud importance of
temple ingeriptions ot
Hastern Indis in an ia
teresting paper Some
femople inscriptions of
Bengal duoring the 17th
and 18th centpries. Mr.
A. Subrimsopian. has sub-
mitted a valoable paper
on the methedology of in-
dexing ipscriptions from
spigraphical reporte. This
will'be of great benefit
for stadents of spigraphy,

The afterncon pessions
weree conducted in Tamil
and was presided over by
Prof. K. Indrapala. vice-
presidant of the socisty.
Me-R Belvarainam read
&0 jobleresting peper on
Perpetual lamps ae men-

He ocited references to
thege lamps
(Over to page 4}

NatanaKsagina-

tioned in the ioscriptions;

from the

K K.S. By-Election

The exciting nomina-
kion day for the K. K. 8
by=eléction has come and
gona without any serious
incidents. A tried and
tested Lesder and two
othtr giviesminded caodi-
dates have come forward
offericg their services to
the Constitonenc-. ~The
atage b s been et for the
iray. Cenvassing has com~
menced aad 3 lot of poli-
sical jsrgon is being dish-
ed out from different plat-
forms by their respective
supporters However, the
men ob the strest stapde
bewildered at the ocauses
that bad led to this by-
glection, the vndoe delay
in holding it snod the
subtle iesues underly-
iog k.

This slection offers the
voters—at lesst to the
intelligent and educated
lct — an opportanity to
show the watching world,
the extent of their politi~
cal matarity and capsociky.
On the resuls of this elec
ticn depends the foture of
the political self-respect
and civie glory of Jaffps.
There ere two angles from
which the voters may deal
with thia eleotiop:= (a)
They may sterilise their
minde of the germs of pre-
jud'ce arising out of parky
alignments and personal
copeiderations and exa-
ming the ¢ls s and quali-
fications of these aspi-
ranta to legislative ho-
noure, their past records
of service to the country,
their depeudability, their
capacity to represent the
copstitnency &nd then
arrive at a degis'on.

(b) or without bother-
ing about personnlities or
the intrinsic merits of the
candidates, tha voters
may lock at the *‘Party™
that kase pnt the can=-
didate  forward. The
candidste from the
most.  dependable Party,
whose ideologies arg capa-
ble of prodecing waxi-
mum benelits to the com-
mon man apd the country
ghould be returned.

So, at this critieal hour,
wher narrow-mindedness,
selfishpness aod losk of
power and personal bene-
fita bave sapped the ideals
of yoverning a maolli-

I

( Over to page 4)

racial country like ours

of Vannarpannai, Jaffna
(Retired 0. A )

An Appreciation

By
DB, N, KEANAGARATNAM

The sudden passing away
of Mr. B, Amirthalingam
oaused grief t0 people in
different walka of life
with whom he was sasogi-
ated himself and did me-
ritorious works.

In the Public Service be
rose to the eivil rsnk.
He bhad a happy family
life with two children one
a gradoste and the other
an acoonntant.

From his yourger days
be was a keen sportsman
aod had won several tro-
phies for the organizatione
he repreeented. Up to
the time of his deoease at
the nge of seventy three,
he was completaly faithfol
to bie alme mater Jaffpa
Hindu College sod would
like a good etndent who
attends bie schoel regu-
larly, attend each and
every ocoasion where past
students fuonotiomed for
college works. It will be
a thrilling feature to gsee
this thio, wiry, old Amir-
thalingam step inko the
srena of the oollege
groopds during the an-
noal sports meet even in
his 70th year and join in
the rupnicg race allokted
o visitors.

He had been s member
of several social and reli-
gioug institotions in
Jaffoe and in oulstations
while in se vice. Netable
among this was the mem-
bership he beld  in the
Saiva Paripalana Sabhai
Jaffna. He had been tak-
ing park in the Sabbai
activities up to pow. Ha
was also a member of the
Sivathondan Nilayam
Jaffna and took psrt in
all ita aotivities,

His pgreatest Thondu
(@gnen @) was the Manpa-
gement of the I[yanar
Temple Vannarpabnai.

If the phrase “Duty
Conscioos’ is to be per-
sonified it can be aaid thak
it is “Amirthalingam”.
Amir (in Tamil is Amir«
tham mwWigd ) a8 he is
popularly known to his
agsogiates in GGovernment
Service and outeide.He had
begn & Tressurer of the
Jaffpa TUnited Club for
sometime and he kept the
regords and acoounts ap
to dsts. His demise ie
really a loss.

|
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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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Like gold - dust mixed with melted wax, God
mixes up with souls and is inseparate from
them thoogh different in substance, When
He enters within me in my fread atate |
( identify myself with Him and ) say 1 am
the world, :
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TOKEN OF TROUBLE !
JANUARY 31 STRIKE

Notwithstanding the fact that thers are
grievances of the woald be strikers to be redressed,
the justification for positive action in the form of
a general strike cannot be sustained. Apart from
the peint of view of collective actien in conformity
with she cenvention of trads upion rights, there is
the more important consideration of the appro-
priateness of time and manmer of action particu-
larly in the exishing circometances of economic
inequality.

The organisers of the ¢token’ strike have in
offoct set afoot a maesive campaign appealing
for support from every trade umion including
organizations of teachers. The implications of the
preliminary preparation of the would - be - strikers
cannot bot tend to oreate misgivings in the minds
of the people in gemeral, Such a state of affairs
cannot be conducive to the eolving of the problem
of the organizers who have themeselves posed the
possibility of a curfew being imposed.

Taking into consideration all the extraneoue oir-
cumstances that natorally tend to intervene even
before the happening of the threat, the organizers
would be well sdvised to reconsider the proposal
in all its aepects and postpone the °D’ day to
a more suitable time.

The common man, however, eannot bs persu-
aded to sccept the ocorrectness of cessation of
work in all spheres of administrative activities
even it be token in natare anmd resirioted to a
single day- His view has to be popsidered.
Hense our suggestions to the orgamisers of the
January 31 event that they suspend their aetion for
further talks and thoughts.

Strike, throughout the years, have invariably
proved to bo a source of disaffection. Far from
realizing the ideal of enabling the country enjoy =
contemted service, strikes have served to make
every member of the Public Servics, the Mer
cantile Service and other Hstablishments feel
that more things are wronght by striking tham the
workers’ world can dream of. It is to be hoped
that the organizers would appreciate the fact that
the less Public Service gets involved in strikes,
the better it would be for the ooumtry's progress.

‘Tamil classios too.

Third Seminar

on Epigraphy_—

and Epigraphy Centenary

( From page 3) -

There
sfter, s paper on the
Brahmi ipscriptions of
Thiropparankuram  suob-
mitted by Mr. Mayilai
Jeeni Venkatasamy was
read and commended. He
has tried to prove that
Antuvan Kotupittan men-
tioned in one of thesa re-
gords was no other thap
the NallanthuVaosr of
Madora- Puolavar Rasu
read a very interesting
paper on 8some gleanings
from the inseriptiens,
Many an example oited
by him are of great value
to a sociologist of Temil-
nad Mr, A. Sivaness
selvane  paper Some
Tamil manopseripta Sri
Lanka and Mr. T. Shan-
mugasundaram’s paper
on the materials nsed for
eDgraving imscriptions
were accepted. The Se-
minar came fo Bn end

|with the vote of thanks

proposed by Mr. A, Siva-
nesaselvan joint Secretary.

The first issus of Pur-
vakala — jourpal of the
sooiety was released duor-
ing the Seminar. At the
same time an exhibition
of some important ar-
chaeologioal specimens
[rom the Jaffos and Bakti
caloa districts and some
publications oo archaeo-
logy was organized by the
stadent members of the
society headed by Mas. P
Ragopatby. Mr, Rasu the
edisor of ‘Kongu’ present-
ed two recent poblica-
tions on Soamth [ndian
epigraphy to the society
and Mr. J. T. Rotoam
presented some publioa-
tions on Ceylon apigraphy
to bim. Jmportant pub-
lications showing one
hundred years of epigra
phical research in 8ri
Lanka were exhibited by
Prof. K. Indrapala.

The papers sgbmitted
for the Beminar are of a

high standard and tounch
varioug sepects of South
Asian epigraphy. They
will be published in a book
form very soon.

It is also $o be noted
that the Jaffoa Archaeo-
logioal Scoiety is the only
organization to have orga-
nized a series of lectures
on epigraphy for three
congecative years sjnoe
1974, The Epigraphical
Society of ladia, formed
recently will be holding
the first sessioms in the
lagt week of Janopary.

Two Seminars on
South Asian
Studies

The Bouth Asian S8tn-
dies Semioar instituted
recently at the Juaffoa
Campus of the University
of Sri Lsnka had orgs
nized two lectures. The
firs§ ope was held on
November 30, 1974. Prof
Kenneth David Ph. D.
delivered an interesting
lecture on ‘Cultaral defi-
vitions of the body, land
subsiatenoce io Jaifoa.' He
tried to anslyse and give
a gcientific bagia for some
social and religiovs cus-
toms prevailing in Jaffos,

The other leoture on
‘Proto-Scientific idea of
Tantrism’ was delivered
by Mr. T. Kangsar M Se.
Agat, Govt, Apalyss, om
Degember 14, 1974. Mr,
Kanesar f6raced ths his
tory of the =gientifio
ideas pertaining to ghe
Sakti cult. He bas made
pse of varioms sonroes—
primary and getondary—
on tbe subject apd tried
to strike a new lipe «f
thinkiog in this reapect,
a8 was dooe by Prof.
Needbam concerning the
Chinese civilization es

pecially about Lao-Tee,

AUCTION SALE

All the undermentiored jewelleries pawned
with Mr. V. SBanmoganatham Licensed Pawn

Broker of 32 A Stanley Road,
1972 till 30th June 1473 will be

i1st Juone
gold by me by Public

Jaffna from

Auootion at the ssid

Pawn Shop on Thursday the 27th day of
February, 19756 commencing at 10.00 A. M.

Jetty, Karsinsgar,
15th January, 1975
38, 17 & 24

arsTwsa e pry Quils

V. Erampamocrthy,
Licensed Aunctioneer,

B e ey erds e eer

Card pop yrs Qris gopder guitsdr ampa
prégwep upks Gurls gpHpad Gasrd wés
Cuowraearir msalp dabdzs eos Qudmrd;

Printed and published by the
palana Babbai, Jaffns, at

Propristors, the Baiva Pari-
their Baiva Prak:ss Press

450 E. K.B8, Road Vannarponnai, Jalfoa on Fyidsy

January 24, 19875,

Eorror-1w.Caigr R.

N. BivirigaEAsaM

Letter to the Editor
( From page 3 )
when fundamental rights
are of no concern, Wwhen
the common man is un-
able to obtain his essen-
tial needa—food, olothing
end medicine—al reason.
able price levels, let na
besrken te the call of Bri
Krishpa— . ;
“Stand wp, O Arjopa,

snd act unafraid, offer-
ing thy all to the ster-
nal epirit, for, Action is
thy Duty and fruit is
oot thy coneern.”
Whoever may 2:mil
yov, whoever may temps
you, stand firm, use your
eommon sense and look
to the fubure of the coun-
try and cssk your vote,
the most powerful weapon
you possees. May God
Almighty grant you the
strength and sonee meeded
to exercisa your voling
right withont fear or
favour and eleat
“'The man whom the Insk
of office does mot kill,
Man whom the spoils of
office cannot buy,
Msn who possesses opi-
nions and & will,
Man who bas honoar,
Man who will not lie...”

Yoors troly
E P. Raslsh, J. P.

NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURTY

OF POINT PEDRO

No. 12410

Suppish Vaithilingam
and wife Sivakolonthu
both of Alvai Norih
Subramaniam Thiaga-
rajah
wife Nagammah
Aromuogam Karthigesn
Negammah widow of
Alagaratoam
Sinpathamby Muituo-
cOmAary
wife Meenadchiamme™.
Nallammab wife of
Rajsratnam
Thanzamutin widow of
Valliparam all of Alwai
North

—

Defendants

It is hersby npotified
that action No. 12410 has
heem instituted im the
District Court of Point
Pedro under the Parfition

Aot No. 16 of 1951 for
the partition [ sale ef
the lsnd called *“Ma-

nintrollai in extent 4 Tma
V.C. 12 K|s. sand pgitg=
ated at Alvai Mapiveera-
vagnthevankurichehy.
The defendants in the
aforesaid sotion  are
summoned to appear in
Coort on the 28th day
of January 1976 at
10 O’ clock of the fore-
noon,
By order of Cours,
A. Thavarsjah
tor Secretary/
Chiei Clerk
Drawn by

(Bgd) G. V. Subramaniam
Attorney-at-Law

for Plaintiff,

This 15th day of Janu«

ary 1975
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