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FOREWORD

The inauguration of the National Library of Sri Lanka by His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka fulfils a long
felt national need. It is also a landmark in the history of librarianship and information
science in this country. This mauguratxon is also an unique occasion in the history
of the nation.

Sri Lanka has a long tradition of learning; libraries and books were respected
and venerated as evidenced in books being called “Poth Vahanse”. The significant role
played by the monks and temples in the preservation of books, mostly on ola leaves, is
very evident in the early tradition of Sri Lankan history.

However, it was in the latter part of the last century that libraries in the modern
sense came into existence.

With the achievement of freedom the urge to preserve and proimote the learned
and cultural tradition of the nation gained momentum. Further there has grown the
awareness of the nation to move into the scientific and technologlcal age to keep abreast
of current trends in the world.

Whilst the National Library will preserve the cultural and literary heritage of the
nation it will move into the future and serve as the focal point of the nation’s library system.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa,
the President for his abiding and active interest in libraries and the promotion of the,
library profession. The inauguration of the National Library has been expedited due
to the keen interest taken by His Excellency in establishing this long felt need.

1 would like also to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all the
contributors amongst whom are scholars of international repute and distinguished
librarians for their ready co-operation.

I would also like to express my grateful thanks to Hon. Lalith Athulathmudali,
Minister of Education, and Higher Education and to Hon. Sunethra Ranasinghe,
Minister of Education, services for all the support given to us.

A very special word of thanks should go to Mr. M. S. U. Amarasiri, the Editor
of this commemorative Volume and the Acting Director of the Sri Lanka National
Library Services Board and his staff for their unstinted cooperation and assistance given
to me. They have all worked beyond the call of duty to meet the work-load required
for the inauguration of the National Library and to meet the growing intellectual and
economic demands of the nation.

Ishvari Corea
Chairperson.

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.
April 1990 27.
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"EDITOR’S NOTE

While there are different versions of the origin of National Libraries, it is generally:
accepted that Nationai Libraries originated during the 17th & 18th centuries in Europe.
A number of National Libraries in Europe had their origins in ‘Royal Libraries’ even
before this period. But the origin of National States in Europe +is considered as the
origin of National Libraries.

In the recent past National Libraries became the nerve centres of the nation wide
library network, custodians of the cultural heritage of the country, preservers of the national
identity and promotors of the material and intellectual progress of the country. During
the last four decades the national library concept and activities have widened considerably.

' A number of events in the recent history has influenced the development of national
libraries. In 1952 a special section on National & University Libraries was established
in International Federation' of Library Associations (IFLA). This is considered the
first ‘initiative at international level to develop national libraries. 1955 is considered a
decisive year in the history of national libraries by library & information scientists. An
American Library journal titled ‘Library Trend® devoted one of its issues to the theme
of national libraries in this year.  This was the first detailed study on the subject and
this created an interest in and an awareness of this subject among librarians, researchers
and academics. The year 1955 is also important as a seminar on public libraries in Asia
was held in New Delhi, India, during this year.3. Though the seminar was on public
libraries special attention was given to the dévelopment of national library services in Asia.
Another seminar on National Libraries and Documentation Services was held in 1955
in Brussels.

UNESCO ‘National Library Regnonal Meetings

The next era of national library development was where the UNESCO conducted
regional seminars on national libraries at regional level between 1958 - 1974. The
following seminars were conducted by UNESCO at regional levels.

Year City Country , Region

- 1958 - Vienna Austria Europe?
1964 ‘ Manila Philippines ~ Asia/Pacific*
1966 - Quito Equador Latin America®

1 — Library Trend, Vol. 4, No. I, July 1955.
2 — UNESCO. Public Libraries for Asia : the Delhi Seminar. Paris : UNESCO, 1956.

3 '— National Libraries : Their Problems and Prospects. Symposium on National Libraries in
Europe, Vienna, 6-12 September 1958 (Paris : UNESCO, 1960).

4 — UNESCO Regional Seminar on the Development of National Libraries in Asia and the Pacific
Area, Manila, 1964.

5 — Meeting of Experts on the Planning of Library Services in Latin America, Quito, 1966 Report.
UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries, 20 (November - December 1966).
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1967 Colombo Sri Lanka Asias
1970 ’ Kampala Uganda Africa?
1974 Cairo Egypt Arab Countries®

These regional seminars were important due to many reasons. This was the first
tine that the National Library became the theme of a series of international seminars. The
initiative taken by UNESCO helped in creating a widespread interest in national library
development. As a result the national library concept gradually developed into an
international concept taking into consideration various regional interests. This
development can be seen from the reports of the above seminars held during the 1958 - 1974
period.

International Programmes on Information Services

As a result of the experience gained during the previous two decades regional and
international seminars in the field and the understanding of third world affairs, UNESCO
initiated a number of programmes at national level to organise library and information
services. The first of these was the NATIS Programme which was introduced in 1974,
with 12 objectives. UNISIST was the other programme introduced by UNESCO with
special emphasis on the field of Science and Technology. The responsibility of
implementing these programmes at national level, especially the implementation of the
NATIS Programire, fell on the National Libraries of each country. In 1976 these two
programmes were combined into a single programme namely the GIP Programme. The
responsibility of implementing the GIP fell on the National Library of each country.

Besides these programmes UNESCO launched a number of other programmes
in collaboration with IFLA. The UBC is one such programme under which standards
were introduced for bibliographic activities. = The UAP programme facilitates the,
availability of publications. These programmes were mainly centred on the national
libraries. ‘

Meetings of National Library Directors

As a part of the annual conference of IFLA Directors of National Libraries meet
to exchange their views on various problems experienced by them in their respyctlve
countries. Besides this main forum, conference of Directors of National Libraties in
Asia and Oceania (CDNLAO) commenced in 1979. The main objective of the CDNLAO
is to study the special problems in their region and develop regional co- operation which
is an essential part of today’s National Library development. The first CDNLAO meeting

6 — Meeting of Experts on the National Planning of Library Services in Asia, Colombo, Ceylon
11-19 December 1967; Final Report (Paris : UNESCO, 1968).

7 -~ Experts Meeting on National Planning of Documentation and Library S..rv1ce> in Africa, Kampala,
Uganda, 7-15 December 1970; Final Report (Paris : UNESCO, 1971).

8 — National Planning Documentation and Library Services in Arab Countries; UNESCO Bulletin
for Libraries, 28 (July - August 1974). :
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was held in 1979 in Canberra®, Australia, the second in Tokyo, Japan (1982)1° the third
‘z Colomto, Sri Lanka (1985)™ and the forth in Beijing, The Peoples Republic of China,
(1989). The 5th mecting is to be teld in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 1992.

National Library Functions

In discussing the background and development of the National Library movement,
it is important tc consider the opinions of experts in this field.

Dr. K. W. Humphreys is considered the first expert to analyse the functions of
National Libraries. In 1964 at the request of IFLA he analysed the functions of the
four major National Libraries namely the British Museum Library, London, Library
of Congress in Washington, Lenin Library in Moscow, and Bibliotheque Nationale in
Paris.’> In 1966 he published a paper titled ‘The functions of National Libraries .}

Humphreys divided National Library Functions into 3 main catagories.
1. Fundamental functions
2. Desirable functions

3. Functions of the National Library which are not necessary functions of the
National Library.

Fundamental Functions of a National Library

The outstanding and Central collection of a nation’s literature
Legal Deposit

Coverage of foreign literature

Publication of the National Bibliography

National Bibliographical Information Centiec

6. Publication of Catalogues

7. Exhibitions.

Aol e

Desirable Functions of a National Library
Inter-library lending
Manuscripts
Research on Library technology.

9 — International Conference of National Libraries on Resource Sharing in Asia & Oceania, Canberra,
1979; Resolution, International Library Review, 12 (1980) pp. 43 -7.

10 — PROCEEDINGS of the second International Conference of Directors of National Libraries on
Resource Sharing in Asia & Oceania, November 15-19, 1982, — Tokyo: National Diet
Library, 1985 — 453 p. )

i1 — PROCEEDINGS of the 3rd International Conference of Directors of National Libraries on
Rescurce Sharing in Asia & Oceania — 1985, Colombo.

12 — Humphreys, K. W., The Role of the National lerary A Preliminary Statement, Libri, Vol. 14
No. 4.

13 — Humphrcy:., K. W. — National Library Functions — UNESCO Bulletin of Libraries, Vol. 20,
No. 4. July — August 1966 — p. 158 — 169.
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- Functions of the Nationzal Library Service which are not necessary functions of the
' Natlonal lerary
Internatlonal exchange services
Distribution of duplicates
Books for the blind
Professional Training
Assistance in Library Techniques.

In 1980 Prof. Maurice Line,'* then ths Directcr of the British Library, Lending
Division defined the functions of a National Library in a paper titled. ‘The Role of National
Libraries : * a reassessment’. He too divided the functions into 3 catagories.

Fundamental funciions
By-product functions
Other possible functions.

Fundamental Functions

A.1  The Central collection of a nation’s information media
A.2 Central loan/photocopy collectionA of foreign literature
A.3  Planning and co-ordination of inter-library lending
A4 Publication of the National Bibliography

A.5 National Bibliographic Centre

A.6 National repository

A.7 Exchange centre.

By Product Functions

B.1  Publications of catalogues cf large or specially important national libraries
B.2  Exhibitions

~ B.3  Research on bibliographic techniques

B.4  Professional training

B.5  Expertise in library techniques.

Other Possible Functions

B.6  Collection of information media relating to the country but issued elsewhere
B.7 Books for the blind

B.8  Collections of manuscripts other than those of national relevance and importance.

14 — Line, M. B. “The role of national libraries : a reassessment” Libri, 30; 1 - 16, 1980.
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Dr. A. M. Al-Nahari, Asscciate Professor in the King Abdulaziz University,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia analysed the National Library functions in 1984.15 He made his
analysis based on the replies received from 54 National Libraries for a questionnaire.

circulated to 72 National Libraries around the world. He divided the Natlonal lerary
F‘unctlons into 3 catagories.

1. First priority functions
2. Second prio-ity functions
3. Thiid priority functions.

First Priority Functions

1. Acting as the legal deposit library
2. ‘Acting as the central collection of a nation’s literature

3. “"Collectmg foreign literature about the country by the country’s authcrs living abroad
" and on a particular sub]ect accordlng, to the country’s needs

4. Producing the National Bibliography
5. Acting as the National Bibliographic Centre , ‘
6. Developing and maintaining bibliographic data bases relevant to the country.

Second Priority Functions v _
- 1. Collecting, preserving and org ganizing the country’s manuscripts

2. Providing access to the National Library’s catalogues for other llbrarles and
information agencies.

Participating in the planning of lerary Servxces in the country

Acting as a Centre for exchange of publications nation wide and Jinternationally
Producing a national union catalogue

Providing leadership to the country’s libraries

Planning and co- brdinating inter-library lending

Prov1dmg services to the government

Prov1d1ng professional training

10. Providing indexing services to articles in th° countries periodicals and newspapers.

RN kW

‘Third Priority Functions

1. Formulating national standards for 1nformat10n handling

2.: Providing a focal point for linkage with and access to international data banks

3. Providing assistance in information handling techniques (methodology and standards)
4

Administering a programme for generating catalogues on part of published books
or other information services

5. Conducting research on library techniques
6. Providing books for the blind and otherwise handicapped.

15 — AL - NAHARI, Abdulaziz Mohamed. The Role 6f National Libraries in Developing  Countries,
with Special Reference to Saudi Arabia. .. London and New York : Mansell, 1984
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NATIONAL LIBRARY MOVEMENT IN SRI LANKA

The opening of the National Library in 1990 can be considered an important event
in the development of the educational and cultural activities in the country. Undoubtedly
it is an extremely important event in the history of library services in Sri Lanka.
Compared to most of our neighhbouring countries namely India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Thailand which have already established National
Libraries, the delay in Sri Lanka (which has one of the highest literacy rates in Asia)
shows a definite lagging behind in this area.

Although the National Library is to be inaugurated in 1990 it docs not mean that
upto now Sri Lanka has been totally inactive in this field. The setting up of the
Government Oriental Library as far back as 1870 can be considered as the first step in
establishing a library at national level. The establishment of the Department of museums
and the Museum Library in 1877 is also considered an important landmark in the history
of National Library Services. By collecting the local publications during the past 113
years the Museum Library has been functioning as an ‘unofficial National Library’. The
Printers and Publishers Ordinance of 1885 can also be considered an important event
influencing the establishment of a National Library. This Legal Deposit Law which
stipulated that all local publications should be deposited in a number of selected institutions
is an integral part of the National Library development process. Due to this legislation
a National Library collection was built up even in the absence of a National Library.
Most Third World countries enacted the Legal Deposit Legislation either during the
mid or latter part of the 20th century. Sri Lanka has been fortunate in enacting this law
as far back as the late 19th century.

An interest in the National Library was revived thercafter only in the mid 20th
century. A number of committees and commissions appointed to look into various other
issues during this period have launched upon the importance of having a National Library.
These were the Choksy Commision (1955),'* Kandiah Commission (1958),)” Brohier
Committee (1959) ** and Wilmot Perera Committee (1960)°.  Unlike the Parry Committe
(1967) and Danton Committee (1969) of the United Kingdom these commissions and
committees were not specifically appointed to look into the organisation of a National
Library or National Library Service. The absence of a special committee to study the
establishment of a National Library in Sri Lanka and the organisation of National Library
Services is a marked deficiency in this field.

16 — CHOKSY, N. K. — Reports of the Commission of Local Government — Colombo : Ceylon
Government Press, 1955 — (Sessional Paper; 33 - 1955).

17 — Kandiah, P. Report of the Commission on Report of the Colombo Municipal Public Library.
Colombo : Municipal Press, 1958. ,

18 — BROHIER, R. L. — Final report of the special committee on antiquities — Ceylon Government
Press, 1959 — (Sessional- Paper 7 - 1959).

19 — Wilmot Perera Salaries and Carder Committec report — 1960.
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The UNESCO Libraty Experts Meeting held in Colomb-¢ in 1967 and the activities
of Ms. E. J. Evans, UNESCO Library advisor during 1967 - 1970 are inrportant landmarks
in the history of the development of the National Library. The establishment of a National
Library Services Board in 1970 2° is a result of these two events. This is an important
event in the National Library establishment process. The National Library Services
Board Act states the establishment and maintenance of the Sri Lanka National Litrary
as a main responsibility of the Board. The attempts made by the Board to meet this
responsibility during the period 1970 - 1990 can be considered as the first step towards
achieving this objective. :

A number of achievements were made during those two decades which were marked
by a number of problems and drawbacks. Among them are the publishing of the national
bibliography, commencement of bibliographical services activities at basic level, acting
as a national deposit library, initiating the collection of the country’s literature, providing
assistance tc other libraries in the country, conducting library education and training
activities, book development activities, acting as the exchange centre, cstablishing and
maintaining international links.

Duiing this period the construction of the National Library building was completed.
Though the construction work spanned over a period of 12 years the final outcome is a
building which has the floor area of sf. 125000. Another major achievement during
this period was the recruitment of staff for the Library. At present about 30 posts at
professional level has been approved for the National Library. No other major library
in the country will have such a large professional staff. In addition there are about 130
employed as para professional, clerical and minor staff.

While functions of National Libraries have been discussed in different forums
at international level, many discussions have also been held at the national level focussing
on the functions of the Sri Lanka National Library. The origin of these discussions
was the Kandiah Report of 1958. Since then numerous persons and committees have
expressed various viewpoints on the subject. The activities of the Sri Lanka National
Library is being widely discussed at present and therefore it is extremely important to
study the viewpiotnts expressed by these various persons and committees during the -
past 3 1/2 decades. It is surprising that certain viewpoints expressed during the late 1950’s
are still valid in the present context.  The list containing viewpoints expressed during
the past 3 1/2 decades on the activities of the National Library of Sri Lanka are detailed
and exhaustive. Nevertheless, considering the importance of these for the past, present
and future of the National Library of Sri Lanka these are discussed below.

KANDIAH REPORT — (Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

1.“— A repository wherein are collected and preserved, in varied forms, trcasures of
literature and other records concerning the history, culture and achievements of
the entire nation

20 — Ceylon National Library Services Board Act:No. 17 of 1970 — Ceylon Department of Government
Printing, 1970. :
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2. —1It is a store house of the world’s best wisdom as preserved in print, in drawing and

in recorded sound. Information in regard to the highest and the best achievements
of man, whichever part of the world he lived or lives in.”

3.* — Outside established academic instituticns like the University, it will be the centre

of research into various fields of knowledge”.

4.“ —1It would be the organising centre directing the development of Library Service

in the entire country, by providing them with adequate blbllograp}ucal services,
cataloguing and classifying apparatus and information,”

5.“ — Guidance to writers and publishers.”’

BROHIER REPORT — 1959 —
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

(2)
(b)

©
@
©
)

to serve as a central depository of all books published in Ceylon and a good selection
of those published elsewhere;

providing centralised services in matters such as cataloguing, bibliographies.
standardisation of methods, etc.;

registration of books and periodicals and the preparation of a National Bibliography
to serve as a Central Book Exchange;
to organise an inter-Library Loan System; and

generally, to assist the development of a National Libra1y Service and to provide
training for staff from all over the Island.

HAROLD BONNY REPORT* —
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

1.
2.
3.

the need to have available in one place all the material about Ceylon;
the need for a National Reference Library to be the main centre of research;
the need for a Current National Bibiliography, published weekly, as a book selection

guide;

4.

the need for a focal point and organising agency for inter-library exchange of books,

in order that the total book resources of the country may be available to any resident
of Ceylon.

UNESCO, COLOMBO SEMINAR REPORT — 1967 —
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

(@)
(b)

©

*
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The National Library will be a legal deposit library. Its primary purpose will be :
preserving the national culture ' :
developing by all appropriate means, systems and procedures which will make

available total library resouices of the nation for the benefit of the whole national
community;

establishing relations with the libraries of other countries, since no country today
can be self-sufficient; and more particularly :

Bonny, Harold V., Library Services for Ceylon, Dept. of Cultural Affairs (1960).



)

(i)

(iif)

@v)
)
(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

to maintain and develop a national collection of library material, including a
comprehensive collection of library material relating ;to Ceylon and the Ceylonese
people; .
to serve as a rational reference and research library upon such conditicns as may

be determined by the Library Board with a view to promoting the most
advantageous use of the library in the national interest;

to complete the Ceylon National Bibiliography, and provide other bibliographical
services as required;

to compile a Union Catalogue of Ceyloniana and a Union List of Serials;

to be responsible for inter-library loans both within the country and internationally;
to serve as a centre for the dissemination of information on a national and inter-
national basis, and to assist, in general, in the field of library co-operation;

to serve as the National Documentation Centre;

to provide co:ordination and assistance to all government departmental libraries.

H. A. I. GOONETILLEKE
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

1.

R Y

*®

10.

1L
12.
13.

14.
15.

To offer leadership in the professional field

To serve as a permanent depository of the naticnal output of literature

Provide bibliographical and reference services to the public and the Government
To serve as a co-ordinating agency for co-operative activities

To act as the principal legal deposit library in the country

To preserve the national culture and its literary heritage

To develop by all appropriate means, systems and procedures which will make
available the total library resouices of the nation for the beneﬁt of the whole
community

To establish relations with the libraries of other countries

To have the authority for the receipt and registration of books, periodicals and
newspapers published in Sri Lanka

To compile and publish the Sri Lanka National Bibiliography and provide ancilliary
bibliographical services as required to compile Union Lists and Catalogues

To serve as the national bibliographic centre for the dissemination of information
To assist in general in the fizlds of library co-operation and exchange

To serve as the National Docun entation Centre in the field of pure and applied

science technology, industrial and agricultural research, social sciences and
humanities

To provide co-ordination and assistance to all government libraries

To promote the development of library education and training, and to elevate the
professional standards both in theory and practice.

21 — Goonetilleke, H. A. I. ‘The Meaning and purpose of a National Library for Sri Lanka’ Libri,

29 (1), 1969.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA SLNLSB PUBLICATION*
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

(@) To acquire and conserve a comprehensive national collection of publications
produced in Sri Lanka and function as a legal deposit library

(b)  To acquire and preserve manuscripts and other library material rclating to Sri
Lanka and deemed necessary for the purposes of the National Library in Sri Lanka

(c)  Tohold and keep up to date large and representative collection of foreign literature
including books about the country

(d) To produce the National Bibliography of Sri Lanka
(¢) . To act as the National Bibliographic information Centre
(f) - To compile a National Union Catalogue of holdings of libraries of Sri Lanka
(g) To assist the local libraries to acquire, process and make information material
available by supplying the catalogue data A
(h)  To act as the National Centre for the National contribution to Universal Biblio-
graphic Control and related programmes
@) To act as the National Centre for foreign lending and borrowing and to provide
necessary central national lending services
) To act as library of last resort for reference information and to provide necessary
central referral services ' .
(k)  Toacquire and maintain the collections necessary to support the services mentioned:;
to provide arrangements for exchange of materials within Sri Lanka and to enter
«into and arrange exchange of matsrials with foreign libraries and agencies
) Tc premore library and bibliographic standards needed to further these programmes
(m) To provide and arrange adequate representation of the national library interests
at national and international committees and working groups.

SLNLSB BOARD DOCUMENT* — NO: 53 — 1973
(Proposed functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka)

(@)  To scrve as a depository for all local and foreign publications received on deposit;

(b) To accumulate and preserve books, manuscripts (whether in original or copy)
and similar materials concerning Ceylon; and such foreign llbrary materlals as
may be useful to the National Library;

(¢)  To ensure the provision of adequate library resources to government and to the
general public, and in this connection :

(i) cc-ordinate the acquisition of library materials in government sponscred
instituticns etc., in order to ensure adequate coverage in their special spheres
of service and to avoid duplication;

(ii) - procure such library materials as are specialiased, rare-or expensive, which

- other libraries might not acquire;

* National Library of Sri Lanka :'SLNLSB, Colombo — 1985.
SLNLSB — BOARD Document No. 53 - 1973.

28



s

d) To organise and co-ordinate the library services in Government Departments,
government sponsored institutions, etc.,-and provide specialised services to Govern-
ment and to the general public; :

(e)  To serve as the National Bibliographic centre and in this connection
(i) compile the Ceylon National Bibliography; »
(ii) compile other Bibliographies which might be useful or necessary;
(iii) maintain a Union Catalogue of non-fiction books in major libraries in Ceylon
(iv) contribute to national and international bibliographical projects.

(f)  To serve as the National Copyright Office for Books and Newspapers &

(8  To serve as a reference library upon such conditions as may be laid down by rules
and regulations; . ,

(h). To serve as an agency for promoting and maintaining national and international
library co-operation; ’

) To assist in the training of litrarians; disseminate information relating to libraries
and library services; demonstrate by exhibitions, etc., advances in library technology
and organise display of books, manuscripts, and other library materials for
educational and cultural purposes;

5 To serve as the National Documentation Centre.

The above viewpoints show a general consensus of opinion on the activities and
functions of the National Library of Sri Lanka. These committees have accepted the "
maintenance of a central collection of Sri Lankan publications as one of the major functions
to be undertaken by the National Library. Also many reports have emphasised the
importance cf collecting and maintaining a national manuscript collection. These two
functions form the basis of most cf the other activities and functions to be under.aken by
tbe National Library. These committee reports also give the sources from which material
.can be acquired to form the nucleus of the National Library. Reports of the Kandiah,
Brohier and Harold Bonny Committees emphasise that collections of the National Muszum
National Archives, Royal Asiatic Society (Sri Lanka Branch) and the Department of
Archeology should be brought together to form the nucleus of the National Library.
It is imperative that this sugggestion receives careful consideration.

The National Library Services Board report of 1974 and reports thereafter stress
the importance of maintaining a foreign literature collection in addition to the main
national collection. Another function stressed in most reports is compiling the National
Bibliography and acting as the national bibliographical information centre. Accordingly
the National Library will maintain publishing of current and retrospective (1962 - 1885)
national bibliographies and provide bibliographical informaticn seivices. The
responsibility of the National Library as the Legal Deposit Library has been emphasised
by all the committee reports. The Printers and Publishers Ordinance of 1885 entrusted
the responsibility of registration of books and periodicals and legal deposit functions
to the Department of National Archives. The necessity of transferring this function to
the National Library was stressed in the Brohier Report, SLNLSB Report (1974) and
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by Mr. H. A. 1. Gooneiilleke in his article (1969). In 1973 the function of compiling
the national bibliography was transferred to the National Library Services Board and
in 1976 the SLNLSB became a deposit library.  The function of the registration of books
and newspapers and the basic legal deposit functions still remain to be acquired by the
National Library of Sri Lanka.

Acting as the inter-library lending centre is another function stressed by the
committee reports. The standards of inter library lending activities are being studied
at present and the SLNLSB expects to begin inter library loans shortly with assistance
from the other major libraries of the country.

Functioning as an exchange centre has also been stressed by seme of these
committees. This function has been started on a limited scale.

H. A. I. Goonetilleke and other subsequent reports have emphasised the need
for the National Library to provide leadership and formulate library standards for
the local libraries. The education for training of librarians and assisting the local book
publishing industry have also been stressed in the reports. At times the same functions
have been repeated in various forms in the committee reports.

It is important that the functions of a National Library should reflect the country’s
requirements in this field. It must therefore be understood that a National Library in
one country cannot be moulded on the same lines as the National Library of another
country. A number of factors such as a country’s requirements, the development pattern
of the library movement and the priorities of national plans influence the designing of
National Library functions.

Based on the imiernaticnally recognised National Library functions, various
viewpoints expressed on the Sri Lanka National Library activities, activities of the SLNLSB
during the last two decades and the present status of the local library information and
publication fields, the main functions of the Sri Lanka National Library have been identified
at present. These are detailed below.

Outstanding central collection of Sri Lanka literature

Collection of Ola leaf manuscripts & other important manuscripts

Ccllection of foreign literature suitable for country’s requn'ements

Legal Deposit collection

Publication of current and retrospective National Bibiliographies

National Bibliographical Information Centre

Publish the catalogues of major libiaties in Sri Lanka

Planning and co-ordinating inter-library ]endmg

Centre for exchange for publications

Formulation of Library standards

Planning the country’s library services

Research in Library & Information Science field
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Library services for blind and other handicapped
Library Education & Training activities
Promotion of Publishing

Promotion of reading habit.

According to the SLNLSB Act No. 17 of 1970 (p 26), maintenance of the Sri Lanka
National Library is one of the main responsibilities of the SLNLSB. This provides the
necessary legal base for the SLNLSB to maintain the National Library. Nevertheless,
there is a need for scparate legislation for the National Library of Sri Lanka.

The SLNLSB is publishing this Commemorative Volume containing information
on the National Library and on the library services in general on this historic occasion
of the inauguration of the National Library of Sri Lanka. The SLNLSB is particularly
grateful to all contributors to this commemorative volume, some cf whom are leading
National Librarians and other professionals in Librarianship and relevant fields.

I take this opportunity to thank sincerely Mrs. Ishvari Corea, Chairperson SLNLSB,
for her guidance, all contributing authors for their articles, and membsrs of the publication
committee headed by Mis. . Munasinghe. I also wish to thank Mr. E. D. M. Upali
Mr. M. A. Milton, Miss. K. Kamalambikai, Mrs. Padma Wickremasinghe of the Central
Bank (RB & STC) for assisting in reading the proofs, Miss G. A. Neetha Pushpa-
rani and & Miss G. H. Irangani for typing the manuscripts, Mr. H.W Dayaratne of
the NYSC (Publicity Division) for designing the Cover, the Printers, Sarvodaya
Vishvalekha for a job well done & all others who helped in various ways in preparing
this Commemorative Volume.

M. S. U. Amarasiri,
Editor.
Director (Actg.)

27th April 1990

National Library of Sri Lanka
Independence Avenue,
Colombo 07,

Sri Lanka.
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY AND THE LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

By Mr. M. J. Perera
Chairman, Sri Lanka National Library Services Board (1981—82)

A nation’s cultural heritage in arts, crafts, in paintings and sculpture, its historical
records in the form of inscriptions and its ethnic and anthropological and geological
histories depicted in artifacts or skeletons o1 bones, its discoveries and inventions in the
technical and industrial areas, are protected and exhibited for the present and future
generations in varicus types of national museums in every country. They vary in scope
size and volume of content only in relation to the affluence of the country which can,
afford to have more museums than the others.

02. There is another kind of cultural heritage belonging to countries which have
produced records on writing material, bark, papyrus, clay tablets, rock surfaces, palm
or other leaves which are intended to be read by persons who are educated in the letters
of a particular language and which are protected and made available (not only exhibited)
to readers of the present day and will be available to future generaticns. Those are the
National Libraries which preserve the products of the collective genius of pzople from
the time their thinking began to be recorded. The longer a civilizaticn has existed, the
greater would be the volume of recorded material, if the civilization was of a settled people,
with not only the spoken word for communication but also an alphabet or other system
of symbols or pictographs. For us such a situation has existed from a period going back
to a few centuries before the Christian era, but definitely from the 3rd Century B.C. So the
material which would naturally get collected in the National Library of Sri Lanka should
commence with at least copies of the earliest lithic records of the st and 2nd centuries
and come down to the printed matter of the last decade of the 20th century and will
continue for as long a period as this National Institution lasts.

03. Some of the functions of a National Library are being performed in this country
by the Department of National Archives and the National Museum. The National
Museum, from its inception in 1877 had a reference library in which an impressive
collection of invaluable ola leaf manuscripts had been protected and made available
for research. They also took over the books of the Government Oriental Library and
also housed the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society for a long period.

04. Somehow, the need for a National Library was not pressed with any urgency
or priority in the affairs of government until about 1960. The Cultural Affairs Department
was established in 1956 and scon after, a period of greater activity in the area of Book
Development commenced than ever before with the setting up of the Regional Centre
for Development of Reading Materials in Karachi by UNESCO in 1957. Not only
was the Sri Lanka Sahitya Mandalaya established by an Act of Parliament but also there
came into being a body called the National Book Trust created by the Department of
Cultural Affairs. The improvement of library systems in the Asian Region began to be
a matter for serious attention by the Regional Centre as the Library is one of the five
component elements of the Book industry. Seminars, conferences, work shops, visits
by UNESCO experts in various aspects of book production and visits of Sri Lankan
personnel to such events in other countries, made Book Development a subject deserving
greater recognition in doing which the UNESCO National Commissions for Sri Lanka
played an important part.
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05. It was at this time that an event of significance occurred in the sphere of library
development. It was decided by the Cultural Affairs Department to establish the above
mentioned National Book Trust. Such bodies were being set up in many Asian countries,
with the active support and advice from Karachchi. Its membership was to consist of
representatives from the five groups — writers, printers, publishers, bock sellers and
Librarians — but it was a big problem to select such representatives in the absence in
Sri Lanka of any recognised associations among them except the printers. Hence, the
Department of Cultural Affairs had to summon meetings of these groups to enable them
to form Associations and then to nominate representatives to the Book Trust. This
was not easy. Publishers, in particular, being competitors in the business, did not want
to “associate” with their rivals. But Librarians did not have such a difficulty and their
meetings were not only a success fo1 the immediate purpose, but had lasting results in that,
those present realised the need for an Association on a permanent basis and formed the
Ceylon Librarians Association in August 1960. (Its stability was such that it was
incorporated in June 1974)

06. This Association was launched and recognised with enthusiasm by the Department
of Cultural Affairs and the authorities in charge of Libraries in the country. The people
who took the leadership not only took interest in the affairs of the members, but also in
raising the status of the librarian, who upto then, in most places, was only a custodian
of books, by training them to be professionals. This was the beginning of Library
education in the country. The certificates given by the Association have been recognised
by the Government, Loca! Government and the private sector for professional purposes.

07. Sri Lanka has a long history, indeed a tradition, in maintaining Libraries in
every institute of learning which in the past was the Buddhist Temple. Particularly in
the Pirivenas, the Potgula, the Sinhala version of “pustakala”, was an indispensable
part of the institution, for keeping the ola leaf books of scriptures, and the connected
commentaries, sub commentaries, exegetical works. glossaries etc., and also manuscripts
of all available learned writings, prose and poetry compositions. The “book” was
highly respected, and some, even venerated.

08. This tradition has been maintained even in periods of great peril — caused during
the South Indian and Western invasions. The destruction of places of worship included
the burning of libraries as recorded in our history. But the monks have not only preserved
what they could but reorganised the libraries by getting manuscripts copied from areas
which did not suffer under the armies of invaders, situated in the interior parts of the
country. ; ‘ :

09. However, during the periods of foreign occupation and later total domination,
education in the old tradition suffered and a new tradition did not establish itself in its
place. But even though the native centres of learning became almost extinct, the monks
protected the book collections with devotion because they were the custodians of the
Dhamma. The Portuguese and the Dutch maintained their own Archives. During
the British period, the Department of Archives was established but many manuscripts
‘were removed from the country to enrich the collections in the British Museum and also
for private collections all over Europe.
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10. During the long centuries of history in Sri Lanka books have been written and
copied laboriously on ola leaves and deposited in the collections of the various centres of
learning, treated against insect attack, placed between wooden plates, decorated with
lacquered designs and often kept dry in silk or other clean wrapping material. Inspite
of the 1avages of time, plundering. destruction by fire, a great volume of writings have
come down to us as a national, cultural legacy for pratection. The monks in temples
have done their best and the nation’s thanks are due to them. But now we have come
down the corridors of time to the last decade of the 20th century when, the National
Library of Sri Lanka has to take over a special responsibility for their protection as well
as for recording, identifying and cataloguing them.

11. The first serious recorded mention of a National Library for Sri Lanka is in the
Final Report of the Special Committee on Antiquities S.P. VII of 1959 (R. L. Brohier-
Chairman) which recommended that the Museum Library should be constituted into a
National Library. This has been supported by the Salaries and Cadres Commission
headed by Wilmot Perera — S.P. VI of 1961. It is worth while to note that both R. L.
Brohier and Wilmot Perera were very much interested in education. The decade 1960-
1970 was very productive in developing the idea further. The Sri Lanka Library
Association formed in August 1960, appointed a standing sub - committee on the National
Library and had made various recommendations to Government. During this same
decade UNESCO, launched its world wide Book Development Programme (remember
the year of the Book) and held international meetings at continental level in Tokyo for
Asia followed by the Cairo Cenference for Africa and the Bogota Conference fcr Latin
America. Regionally, the Karachchi UNESCO Regional Office was activated for the
Book Develcpment Project and as a result three experts came to Sri Lanka to advise
on various aspects of Library development — H. V. Bonny in 1961, A. J. Wells in 1962
and Ms. E. J. Evans in 1967. However it was at the UNESCO meeting cf Experts on the
National Planning of Libraiy Services in Asia held in Colombo in Decemter 1967, that
a general plan was formulated and presented as appropriate for the development of
libraries as a system. ~ While concepts of economic and social planning had been a
sig ificant feature in Asian countries since th> attainment of their independence ““in
breaking the shackles of ecoromic stagnation of the preceding period and achieving an
accelerated economic growth”, the report states, “concepts of economic and social planning
have not yet been introduced into the field of libraries. Sporadic attempts have, no
doubt, been made but no Asian country has yet endeavoured to build up a national
library system which could integrate the resources and services of all types of libraries.”

12. This meeting specially emphasised the need for library planning in a country
“with a view to making the best possible use of scarce resources to achieve pre-determined
goals in the development of a nation’s library resources and services.” “‘Planning does
not mean centralised control, but rather co-operation and co-ordination of resources
and activities so that the whole system can be mobilized for the benefit of any one unit
and the people which it serves.”  (Quotations are from the Final Report of the Meeting
of Experts on the National Planning of Library Services in Asia — 26/4/1968 issued by
UNESCO - Paris) ‘
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13. An item on the Agenda of this meeting was the preparation of a plan for the
development of Library Services for Ceylon, and for this the situation in Sri Lanka at
that time had been analysed taking into account the existing library facilities. The apex
organisation of a system, a National Library, did not exist. Taking the others, Public
Libraries, University Libraries, School Libraries, Special Libraries and Temple Libraries
into account, the state of the whole structure is summarized as follows;

“In Ceylon, the Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs, the Ministry cf Local
Government, the Municipal, Urban, Town and Village Councils, the Universities, research
institutes, individual government departments and corporations are all interested in the
development of Libraries.”

“The Universities and Special Libraries are autonomous bodies. There is little
co-operation between any of the library services and no union catalogues or lists of serials
exist. There is a need for integration of Public and School Library Services and
co-operation with the aut nomous bodies. The answer to this is the establishment of
an independent statutory corporation which will be responsible for the general promotion
of library services throughout the country.”

14. Among the steps to be taken to enable the government of Sri Lanka to do all these,
was the establishment of the Ceylon National Library Services Board.

15. This report was published in December 1967. The then Government accepted
this tecommendation and the necessary legislation to establish the National Library
Services Board was enacted in 1970. Mr. Harold V. Bonny the first UNESCO Library
Adviser was in Sri Lanka in 1960. In his report he has emphasized the urgent need for
a National Library in the country. To quote him “My brief was to advise particularly
on Public and School Libraries, but in the national plan of library services, I have had
to include National, University and Special Librarics.

“An urgent necessity is the Ceylon National Library because,

()] of the need to have available in one place all the material about Ceylon;
an of the need for a National Reference Library ta the main centre of research;

(III)  of the need for a current National Bibliography, published weekly, as a
book selection guide; ;

(IV)  of the need for a focal point and organising agency for inter-library exchange
of books, in order that the total book resources of the country may be
available to any resident of Ceylon;

(V) there is much National Library material in the country which is either not
~ readily available or is becominy damag:d because of bad or inadequate
storage facilities.” ' ]
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Mr. Bonny concludes; “There are a number of libraries in Ceylot. containing
material which should rightly be in a National Library. These are the Museum, the
Archaeological Depai tment, the Archives and possibly, the Royal Asiatic Society. Efforts
should be made to combine these different libraries to provide the nucleus of the National
Library.” : :

16. Ten years after these recommendations were made the National Library Services
Boatrd was established, of course, helped by the spacial thrust given by the UNESCO
meeting of 1967. From 1970 to 1990, a twenty year period has elapsed, and the two major
activities expected of the Board, the development of library services round the country
and the establishment of the National Library, still have a long way to go. Even the
situation which existed in 1967 quoted in para 13 above, still rerr ains much the same.

17. In ths meantime significant changes have occurred in relation to the whole field
of library activities. Even the subject designation of Librery Science has changed to
Library and Information Science. A further new ¢imension of great importance has
been added to its functions — Library and Infcrmation Services (LIS). However, the
National Library, even in the present woild concept of being a powerful link in the
“Communication” network, still “Stands for the protection and preservation of the
cultural heritace f a nation lying in documentary form.”

18. While this concept remains, the 1esponsibilities and activities of a National Library
have been extended in the direction of being also responsible for Information Services.
The authors of “National Library and Information Services — A hand book for planners”
state “Adding a new dimension to the planning of library and information services has
been the recent change in the library function itself. From being a store for the provision
of books to meet the expressed or assumed needs of users as they arose, libraries have
been changing to a more active role” that of Library and Information Services — (LIS).
This has been the most recent development taking its due place in the world of
communication development. To quote from the same source, “in the complex society
of today, with its huge dependence on technology organised for the common good, there
is an ever-growing need for improving the dissemination of information, not only in order
to apply that technology, but also to produce a greater undesrstanding of the society. All
forms of ‘democracy’ (however one may interpret that term) depend on this understanding
for their survival, in relation to their own national development and to the progress of
their relations in the other countries. Thus, ‘communication’ from being a relatively.
minor social function largely taken for granted, has become ‘Communication’ — a major
social function, now a subject of study in its own right.” (C. V. Penna, D. J. Foskett
and P. H. Sewell)

19. In view of these developments the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
Act of 1970 needs careful examination to bring it up to today’s requirements. This is
exactly what Ms. S. R. Korale has done in the papsr submitted by her at the 3rd
International Conference of Directors of National Libraries of Asia and Oceania (Nov.
1985), published in the Proceedings in 1987 by the Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board. She has shown that, in order to overcome the shortcomings in the existing law,
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it is necessary to amend the National Library Services Board Act so as to “clearly define
the responsibility assigned to the National Library in respect of the National Collection
it would house and also its relationship with other collections that have grown over time
in the Public Library, the Universities, the National Archives, the National Museum”
etc. (Page 121 of the Proceedings)

20. Writing in 1975, Mr. K. D. Somadasa, the then Director/Secretary, National
Library Services Board (in his contribution to the Golden Jubilee Commemoration Volume
of the Colombo Public Library) has stated that the site work for the National Library
building will commence in September 1975 and the building is scheduled for occupation
in January 1979. He was optimistic enough that the building will be completed in three
years and he must have been justified in his hopes at that time. But even in January
1990, the building has not been officially commissioned. The building is now complete
and the painful period during which the Board had no proper home (since 1971) is now
over.

21. But events have not been waiting all these years and while the perspectives for
the development of library services and the functions of the National Library itself have
widened, its educational services also have expended and the whole structure of the
Government’s administration is undergoing vast changes through the establishment of
Provincial Councils necessitating a fresh look at Public Library development on a provincial
basis. [Even more than all these, the recent upheavals in the whole country particularly
the youth unrest indicate the urgent and desperate need to provide an efficient islandwide
network of library services. This last need is stressed because the large number of literate
youth of the country coming out of the schools and universities needs such services to
appease their thirst for knowledge and information and further education. This is a
social need of high priority. In the development plans of the country, the place of library
development have not had a priority so far but this shortsighted policy should change
in the interest of social harmony and balanced development.

22, The country has therefore great hopes that the National Library of Sri Lanka
will get down to study the country’s needs for the improvement of library and information
~ services, its own quick build up, and try to catch up on lost time, extending to fifteen
long years.
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- THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA
AN INTRODUCTION

By
Mr. M. S. U. Amarasiri

Acting Director, Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

One can find three important periods in the development of the National Library
of Sri Lanka; namely the 1870 to 1885 period, 1955 to 1970 period and 1970 to 1990 period.

1870 — 1885 Period

The year 1870 is important in the history of the National Library due to the setting
up of a library at national level. This was known as the Government Oriental Library.
The main purpose of this library was to collect and organise the Pali, Sanskrit and Sinhala
manuscripts which were scattered through out the country This objective is similar
to one of the main objectives of modern National Libraries; that is the “maintenance of
a Central Collection of the nation’s publications”. This library lasted for only seven
years but is considered the nucleus of the present National Library of Sri Lanka. In
1877 the Government Oriental Library was amalgamated with the National Museum
Library.

Another important event in the history of the National Library is the establishment
of the National Museum library in 1877. 1In 1885 the Museum Library became a “Deposit
Library”. During the past 113 years the Museum Library has been performing as Sri
Lanka’s de facto National Library.

The Printers and Publishers Ordinance of 1885 was another milestone in the
development of the National Library of Sri Lanka. This Ordinance is the prasent Legal
Deposit Law. According to this law all Sri Lankan publications should be registered
in the National Archives and copies deposited in the National Archives, National Museum
Library and the British Museum Library. This law was amended ir. 1951 to include the
Universily of Ceylon Library and in 1976 tc include the Sri Lanka National Libiary,
Services Board as Deposit Libraries. The introduction of the Legal Deposit Law to Sri
Lanka as far back as 1885 is considered a special event in the development of National
Library Services in Sri Lanka. Though the National Library of Sri Lanka will be
inaugurated only in 1990, National Library Collections have been accumulating since 1885.

1955 — 1970 Period

A number of events important to the National Library of Sri Lanka took place
during this psriod. Important among these are a number of commission report