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Manickavasakar’s Devotion and Knowledge
Oru Arizonan

> <P <<

Devotional attitudes of the Four Saivite Gurus:

Each of the four Saivite Preceptors [gurus] had
a different attitude of devotion towards Lord Siva.
Thirugnanasambanathar considered Siva as his father.
So, all of his Thevaram verses represent that form of
devotion.In most of his songs, he praises Siva along
with Uma, as father and mother. It fits, because when
he was left crying alone by his father near the bank of
a tank in Sirkazhi, to pacify him, he was fed the milk of
knowledge by mother Parvathi.

Sundaramurthi Nayanar looked upon Siva with
Sakha bhava, that of a friend. That friendship
made him to address Siva as Pithan [mad man],
askedParameswaranto go as a messenger --a go
between --to inform of his love to Paravai Nachiyar. He
was called by all as Thambiraan Thozhar @ifyrearésmpi),
a friend of Sivapiran . In addition, the liberty he took
with the Lord can clearly be evinced in his poems.

Thirunavaukarasar[Appar]considered himself the
servant of Siva. He always carried the uzhavaram
[weeding tool] with him to remove all the thorns around
the temples, and sanctified the service of Siva Temples
with his Uzhavarappani [e_pammimesfi]2. This attitude
of service is extolled by his famous couplet ‘sarsLar
Sbu@ariyd FIHIGHM erarbL_ar uanfl aFig HLimés >, meaning
the responsibility of Siva is to take care his devotee
[Thirunavukarasar] and his responsibility is to perform
Sivathondu [service to Siva] and be at peace with that
service.

However, the relationship between Manickavasakar
and Siva is totally different. It is like one betweenthe
prodigal son and a loving parent. Manickavaasakar
has expressed this information in various places in
his Thiruvasakam. He expresses his gratitude to Siva
by the following two linesln Sivapuranam as: ‘wruild
SO HIL_5%5 Spbudas smlbAmbs suamar sHgabar’> [Oh,
Philosopher!You have become better than a motherto
me, a person worthless than a dog]. We can see such
self-denunciation of Manickavasakar in many of his
poems. We limit ourselves at this time to the devotion
- bhakti, the knowledge of Manickavasakar and his
message to us all.

18

How to obtain the blessing of Siva:

Everyday, we mechanically recite prayers to God/
Goddesses in various languages. Will it really bring
upon us, the blessings of the God/s? Will we reach their
abodes at the end of our lives? What is the best way to
obtaining paralogam, or abode of Siva? Manickavasakar
very clearly shows us the way in his Sivapuranam in the
following lines:
QFTe0EOINILITL_IQATO\LIT (5 @B T THHIAF TV .. ..~ 93~95

Those who sing understanding and feeling the
meaning of the song that has been sung, will reach
Sivapuram [Kailasam, Siva’s abode]and will rest under
the feet of Lord Siva, respected and praised by many.

Thiruvathavurar [Manickavasakar] makes it very
clear that whatever words, songs, etc., we use to praise
and pray Siva, we need to understand not only the
meaning of those words, but also need to feel the inner
meaning of those words. Once the inner meaning is
felt within, the devotion becomes full, and our prayers
reach Siva, towards whom we have directed our prayer.

With these three lines he throws away many of the
blind beliefs we have towards prayer. Repeating words
mechanically, without knowing what they mean, and
without devotion to God -- will not bring any effect. At
that time, there will be no difference between a tape-
recorder, or a CD player, or a computer-recorded song
that keeps on repeating -- and our prayer.

We know that these instruments -- which can sing
the Lord’s prayer a million times -- will not reach His
abode. Then, how we can achieve that goal by just
mechanically repeating anything?

What a reformer he was! In addition to his bhakti,
as a preceptor, he also has guided us the way to reach
the feet of Lord Siva and get His blessings. Great!
His scientificknowledge: We generally attribute any
and every scientific discoveries and knowledge to
westerners. In the few centuries of rule by them, we
tend to believeanything and everything they utter
as scripture. However, it is not so. The theory of
evolution, as taught in school, is postulated by Charles



Hindu Organ

16.12.2017

Hevilambi Markali 01

Darwin. It will be surprising to find that information in
Sivapuranam.

1J6DeVIT| iy L TN IpeTINDI DI, ... ~ 26~31

In this ever-growingmixture of plants,

| took all these births, and am tired, my Lord --
As a blade of grass, a bush, a worm, a tree,

A stone, a human, a ghost, various groups,
Strong demons, sages, and demi-gods[Devas]!

He goes beyond humans in the evolution ladder,
and includes spirits and spiritual beings. Unless
Manickavasakar has had that knowledge, how could he
have writtenitin an orderly way? We are also schooled
that it was Galileo Galilei, who discovered that the Earth
is round, or a sphere, and, until that time, everyone
thought it was flat as a board. Again, we can disprove
that claim from ‘Bwaain_imgs)’ [Thiruvandap pakuthi]of
Thiruvasakam .

Sl @GS ullar2_ar Ll nHSD.. ... 1-6

Theparts of the universe are of round spheres

With a nature that isimmeasurable, big beautiful scene;
If we compare one by one and describe their beauty,
They spread to more than one hundred crores;

If we compare them to the small dust particles

That floating in the beam of sunlight entering the house,
The Supreme Sire [Siva] is larger than those.

What a great description of Siva using the knowledge
of the Universe! Manickavasakar says that this
Universe[@mair_ib] consists of billions of stars that are of
varied size, those look like the dust particles that float
around in the beam of sunlight that we can see inside
the house; if we compare the greatness of Siva, he is
much greater than these stars as well as the universe.
Inthese lines, he also describes the power of Lord Siva.
All these stars, the Universe that gave birth to these
stars are dust particles compared to Him. He creates
an image of Lord Siva from human of view -- if he is our
size, all these starts are like small dust particles. All his
statements about the stars, their count, the shape of
universe -- all are agreed upon by our scientists.

When the westerners were saying the the world is
flat, Manickavasakar boldly stated that every planet,
stars are spheres, the universe gave birth to them, and
they are countless [when somebody says the count is
more than one hundred crores, they imply that the
count is almost infinite].

19

Next let us see his medical knowledge. He knew how
the fetus grows inside the womb of its mother, and what
dangers it faced before completing its growth and the
painitenduredin childbirth! He describes this in detail
in Gumbmp Flwauawmeo[Potri Thiruvavakal] .

WITENAT PFHEVIT 6T MIDLIFFDITIT
omgridlevGurrafluileve_amrellmariampsgib
pr@infpinlgyerorsre S @)
Frarflevalifl FaFmalaflefapsgib. ...~ 11-25

Escaping from the internal problems of

Non-defective wombs of elephant to small ants,
Escaping without damage from innumerable germs,
As human fetus inside mother’s stomach,

In the size of Thandri, without splitting into two in first
month,

Escaping from incessant attack as a single entity in
second month,

Escaping from fatty liquid immersion in third month,
Escaping from total darkness in fourth month,
Escaping from death in fifth month,

Escaping from intolerable irritation in sixth month,
Escaping from miscarriage due to excess drooping in
seventh month,

Escaping from constriction in eight month,

Escaping from the pain of not coming out in ninth
month,

Bearing the vast ocean of pain during birth

Along with mother and escaping death in the tenth
month.

Is it not surprising to read the enumeration of

particular type of attacks a fetus has to face, tolerate,
grow, undergo the pain of birth along with mother, and
survive! The pain of childbirth a mother undergoes is
known to us all, but not the pain of the fetus to grow
inside the womb, and the pain it undergoes to come out
of mother’s womb during its birth. A new-born child is
unable to describe its pain to anyone because it does
not know the language. It bears its silently and cries
when it comes out.
Manickavasakar had this knowledge that is now known
to us through medical science. Since he was a Siva-
bhakta unparalleled, we should not conclude his sphere
of knowledge was limited only tospirituality; he is well
knowledge in science, and shows it in his poems.

Continue...
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