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Celebration to mark

THE 32 YEARS SERVICE OF

HON. M.A. ABDUL MAJEED M.P.
MINISTER,

AS A PARLIAMENTARIAN

A FEW WORDS .........

This article obtained for the souvenir to be published on the
eve of the celebration planned by the public of Samman-
thurai to felicitate the thirty two years of yeomen sevice
rendered by Hon. M A Abdul Majeed M.P., the illustrious
son of Sammanthurai, as a Member of Parliament, Deputy
Minister, District Minister and a Ministeris being published as
a booklet.

Mr. K. Kanapathipillai, the author of this article is an eminent
educationistandthe former Principal of Shivananda College,
Batticaloa and of all a teacher of Mr. M. A. Abdul majeed.
Although this article was originally obtained to be published
in the Souvenir, considering the importance and the value of
its contents it was decided to publish it as a booklet in its
original form in the English Language and a translation in
Tamil as well.

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
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M. A. ABDUL MAJEED B.A.- AN ESTIMATE

'Man must eat of the tree of LIFE. He must find employment
for his powers and solace for his spirit' - D.H. Lawrence.

| have known Mr. M.A. Abdul Majeed from his boyhood,
when he was twelve years old. | have known him as a
blustering youth; | have known him as an undergraduate; and
later I have known him as afull-fledged 'B.A." of the University
of Ceylon.

His people, his kith andd kin, his friends and admirers,
his co-workers, his colleagues in the political arena have
called him 'B.A' Majeed'. And as the years rolled on, the 'B.
A.' appellation clung to him; and the family name dropped off
like an over ripe palmyrah fruit.

Once he entered the political arena, he was ready, as
itwere, forthe unavoidable fray, fully equipped knowledgew-
ise and so far as his status was concerned. To start with he
had no formidable opponents to speak of. If at allthere were
any, they would have been counted on one's fingers. Having
chosen a political career, and carved out a comfortable con-
stituency, Mr. Majeed had nothing at stake. But he had a
definite stake in the country and his community. He had no
axe togrind. He had nothing to gain, and nothing to lose. He
was placidly unconcerned about losing or winning. In fact he
was always the winner. He was born in a golden age of
innocence and unabated prosperity; and somehow or other
his Saturnian age tended to overflow with milk and honey; his
cornucopia - horn of plenty - was brimful of blossoms fresh-
blown, and corn and fruit. They were prosperous times.

There were four Majeeds with him at Shivananda - ,
‘Sweet' Majeed, 'Bundy' Majeed 'Chippi' Majeed and 'Kuli-
saikottai' Majeed. Being then the slimmest of all, he went
with the appellation 'Chukku' Majeed. All of them have
distinguished themselves in some field or other. And a few
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years later came the A.L.A. Majeed of Kinniya and the comic
‘Thangavel'Majeed' of Mutur. With everyone ofthemthe Hostel
atmosphere was redolent with laughter and resounded with the
jingle and " a hey and ho, and a hey nonino.’

Mr. M.A. Abdul Majeed's maternal grandfather, Majeed
Vanniyanar - so he was endearingly called - ruled the roost. The
reign was his: so calm, so placid, so peaceful. Ilongto ownit,
and | have loving memories - allboyhood memories - to cherish
of it. The reign may justly be said to be his; The Majeed
Vanniyanar Reign.

Being unopposed in his long political career 'B.A.' ran the
course, cleared hurdles with very little effort or endeavour.
There were very few lets or hindrances in his way. He pursued
the course of aclean politician with no fearand very little favour.
it was all plain sailing, despite the fact he was a bundle of
diverse pieces in his invincible early years - in his feelings
thinkings and aspirations.

Popular, he was among the diversity of racial elements
that comprised his community; Muslims, Tamils and Sinhalese
alike. They loved him as though he was their pet child;
g swrGenr! - foster brother. Andthe tenderfeeling grew, became
pervasive and embraced the total human ambience in Sri
Lanka. Thus his political philosophy evolved an incipient
element of a rare social bond. None of the racial, credal tags
that hinder the moral progress of the common run of politicians
stuck to him, for they were not to his fastidious taste; and so, in
his own peculiar way, he brushed aside the social, ethnic and
caste labels, calling them mere absurdities.

At school - he was a pupil at Shivananda Vidyalaya - he
came under the contributory influence of Ambalam Nishaka -
and Vipuiananda; and despite the several shortcomings of a
school hostel - Kamalalayam - he loved the rough and tumble
of a hostel life. He had imbibed marked Bohemian tastes -
habits, attitudes and manners. He had free and easy habits.
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He was allin all, as free in his mental flights as the giant fish-
hawk that often and often haunted the coastal scrub jungle
that clothed the vast coastal sand stretch. He organized the
Ramadan fast among the muslim students in the school
hostel. His vision grew, widened and became expansive,
and all-embrasive. He was free to roam and soar unre-
strained in all his habits and even his habiliments; often
unconventional. He had a special partiality for rolling in the
sand and stealing in the sand bathin the sea -a lovely, broad
sea beach skirted the lovely blue lagoon. He wallowed in
mud and sand and brine and said: "This is mine own, my
native land. | love it with all my heart, with all my soul, and
in the fulness and my keenness of spirit.

His boyhood ambience put athudon him; aloving hand
touched him; a stern look shaped him: gave him a name,
gave him a form.

Majeed Vanniyanar of Karavahu, his maternal grandfa-
ther, was a permanent mile-stone in the progressive devel-
opment of the twin rice bags: Karavahu and Sammanthurai
Pattus. Assisted by the then Government Agent of the
Eastern Province, Mr. C.V. Brayne, he stood firm and as-
sumed such a permanent stance as would have made him a
veritable land mark. It was Majeed Vanniyanar who brought
intensive and irrigable agriculture into the Karavahu and
Sammanthurai Pattus. He strove hard to transform the
region into one of the most productive rice - bowls of Sri
Lanka. Mr. C.V. Brayne, the most eminent among the
Government Agents of the entire Island, second perhaps
only to Mr Freeman of Anuradhapura inspired by the spark-
ing enthusiasm of his brother F. Brayne of the Indus Valley,
Punjab stood firm and said: this region shall top the list of
paddy producing lands. Mr. C.V. Brayne was the Grand
'‘Podiyar’ - tiller of the soil - of the times. From Friar's Hood
to the Sahamam whale - baak shall be one vast uninter-
rupted sea of waving rice. It was adream came true; andthe

golden age of the 'green revolution' dawned. And Mr. C.V.
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Brayne saw it, and Majeed Vanniyanar confirmed it - 'good.'
The growth amazing progress during the 'B.A.' regime. With
opening up of the stupendous Senanayake Samudra Irriga-
tion Scheme and its peripheral units, the 'green revolution’
had become an acclaimed success.

Mr. M.A. Abdul Majeed was no less inspired by his
grand Dad's efforts and visionary outlook. The undeniable
and fully confirmed conclusion was this: The golden age of
the Majeeds and C.V. Brayne was altogether a period of
undeminishing prosperity, and the descriptive phrase: ' a
land overflowing with milk and honey and corn ' was aptly
applicable to the region. It wasthe'Golden Age of growth and
prosperity.’

These ballad lines depict the unparalleled affluence of
the times:

SMeGENEeY LITeWHk SDES]
’ a@sm i QGumev oyMadlymi@Gh
ETeuSSTC SnilsFder LITeLESEHS

srevn@ev o iy Guimewrnesr SnewimessGL !

The Landlubber!s conceit and ignoble pride was limit-
less. The richness of the soil and luxuriance of the products
have found appropriate expressioninthe land loper's haughty
mood. Didn't he kick the Kanji pot and send it rolling? With
the development ofthe Gal Oya Valley and the multi-purpose
irrigation scheme Senanayake Samudra became a byword,
andits fame moved from tongue to tongue. And the 'Brayne
Dorai Kandam' acquired*a name and an un-diminishing
fame.

And B.A. Majeed, in no way lagged behind his forerun-
ners in -the-development of the Gal Oya Valley and its
periphery: the Karavahu Sammanthurai - Nintavur pattus.
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In consequence the golden age of the Majeeds and
C.V. Brayne is still on its way to the attainment of greater
progress and greater prosperity.

In the footsteps of the great Vanniyanar came tripping
gingerly and bubbling with fun and mischief his grand son -
the'B. A."-whowasto acquire no less fame. He was allalone
frank and outspoken. He impressed his people: Tamils,
Muslims and Sinhalese, and they hesitated not to cap him
with the inspiring, affectionate title of 'B.A.". He was brutally
frank; said what he had to say in a cutting, yet humourous
way. .He displayed in his talks and familiar chit-chats a
characteristic colloquialism, bordering on slang, very often
pungent, and smacking of an amazing candour.

There is a Tamil saying that runs thus: ‘wgnrissaund),
Qg aflGyrdl’ He whois frank runs the risk of begetting
many enemies. But yet, in the long run, in the estimation of
the majority he occupied a unique and honourable place.
‘B.A." has found a permanent niche in their hearts. They did
love him, they did respect him; and still they continued to
honour him sincerely and truly.

His self-knowledge was amazing. He yearned to be
wise with his own self-made wisdom, and his deep-seated
institution. He was all the more wise for his calm contempla-
tion and deep thinking. His correct estimate of human nature
has brought him to this cnclusion: Man is essentially, and
he is a blackguard and a saint fused into one. He is a MAN
for all that. Man isthe highest product of nature's ingenuity.
Andin God Almighty's scheme of things there is ample room
forthe smallest mammal, the jerboa, and the biggest masto-
donandthe massive elephant. Butthetrue, the genuine man
is all that did matter.

'B.A." spoke to his people in very intimate terms in the
lisping tongue of a baby; but he is no blabber. He spoke to
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them as intimately as he spoke to his beloved partnerin life.
He was atalltimes, in all circumstances, very frank - and that
was no other than being true to his nature. He never made
ablatant show of his native candour. He deemedita heinous
sin to stint, in however small a measure, the pleasures of
either the mind or the body.

He looked within and without; he looked before and
after and pined not for what is not. He brought all possible
and relevant considerations to bear on men, their ways and
related subjects and events. He had the courage to record
his feelings in true earnest; and in this regard he is far too
human. His feelings invariably have a humanitarian trend.

When he spoke he paused between words andphrases
and reflected. And on such occasions, he was far too
solemn, wooden andgrave. But more oftenthan not, he was
essentially human, seldom or never biased; and never did
caste, credal or ethnic prejudice ever have a hold on him,
and they rarely marred his native ardour to be fair and just
and outspoken.

He was an out and out, full-fledged U.N.P.er. He was
drastically true to his convictions that the U.N.P. the only
party that could deliver the right goods to the right destina-
tion. He is convinced that his party will one day or other, on
an auspicious dawn, usher the Golden Age of 'unhindered
unshared freedom, security and un-abated happiness for
all. Then there shall be shared by one and all the much
longed for social, economic and political equality and free-
dom. - “He is confident that in course of time all negative
trends in human feeling, human thinking and human action
will have been replaced by 'happiness and the unfettered
development of allthe instincts that build up life and fill it with
mental delights.' - B. Russell. And freedom will have ample
room to grow unhindered; and freedom will be meaningful.
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Everyone of B.A.'s political projects and programmes
that is his unabated service to the public these thirty two long
years of his political career has contributed in no mean a
measure to the building and the upliftment of the community
as one single whole - the much sought after Sri Lankan
Community.

Above all he is a whole - hogger. he aimed at the
evolution of a closely bonded, close-knit, single nation: a
benign human conurbation: an undelivered community. He
will be satisfied with nothing short of an integrated commu-
nity - a human concourse of common interests and noble
aspirations. This will be an ideal. And that nation shall have
no cause to demur, to desist, to grumble, to complain in
however small a measure. Such a state shall be void of
partisan feelings, and stinking partiality. ' B.A.' did work. He
laboured hard for bringing peace and happiness to all -
Muslims, Tamils, Burghers and Sinhalese alike.

Mr. Abdul Majeed stuckto his society - a mixed society:
multi-religious, multi-racial; And he worked un-ceasingly for
its total welfare. He cared not for fame and name and
flamboyant funfares of any kind. He worked as he thought,
and he thought as he worked as he thought, and he thought
as he worked. He belonged to the Sri Lankan Community
and the family circle into which he has been born. Haven't
you watched him sitting of an evening on the root hump of an
Arjuna tree in his paddy field, under the cool umbrageous
shade, fanned by the evening breeze, so cool, so refreshing,
that comes creeping over the endless expanse of waving
paddy, holding an intimate chit-chat with the fellow cultiva-
tors, tillers and toilers, sorting out every one of the several
problems that confronted them? On all such occasions he
assumed an easy care-free nosture and faced and warded
off every punch with perfect equanimity and poise. And, so,
with the least exertion he did find an apt solution for every -
stress and strain, from the flimsiest to the most intricate and
ensnaring among them.
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Whatever contribution he made was proffered with a
view to improving the lot of the total community which he had
undertaken to promote.

As District Minister of Batticaloa the improvements he
effected were all constructive and creative. He helped mould
a body of hard-working and hard-toiling tillers of the soil, who
have, in course of time, become the country's economic
back-bone. Having developed a clear foresightedness, he
was able to steer clear of all hidden shoals and shallows that
might have impeded and marred the economic developmen-
tal efforts of the region.

He was, and heis aborndiggerofthe soil, and he knew
fully well when to sow, when to reap, when and how to raise
abountiful earof cornin place of a single grain. He knew fully
well, in the ripeness ofhis wisdom, that the ridge - pole of the
country's economy was no other than a soil based activity,
and the green grass, and the singing bird, and the prosper-
ous herds of cattle. In no other part of Sri Lanka could anyone
have come across such hardy, sturdy, skilful cultivators of
rice; such herders of cattle, such brave fishers in the sea as
are to be met with in the Karavahu - Sammanthurai Pattus.
And every lad, every lass of the region has by bitter experi-
ence learnt that the future progress of the Eastern sector
depended on more and better scientific agriculture, and a
greater production of the staple food crop.

‘Mr. Majeed's agrarian policy of ‘grow more and better
food crops, and a greater variety of them' has become sound
slogan and a meaningful exhortation. The green revolution
that Mr. C.V. Brayne initiated has caught the imagination of
the people and has spread far and wide; and Mr. Majeed has
sung the chorus -

- Come ye all; we shall dig,
we shall delve, we shall turn the sod.
we shall make it productive in the
fullness of time. -
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The principal vogue of the Brayne - Majeed's era is full
of fun and jollity, merriment and side-shaking laughter. And
one can hear it echoed in the ballads sung by the cultivators
as they travelled in their heavily laden double bullock carts.

ahprCew Gauenmessianio

Qenis sHp LEHBFTema
wrlLnGev 2o fy GEermy

6TedT LoghTeral (& GlameauasGruGa.

s_Bev @engwnls

sndaulmn QuUIusiGs
Qumupts LewgnGs - ereir
Quesresfl eueswL it BLimioenayib

Logy &&MIih L heannufiGev
psdad L wrerg Guime
Sal&ACpawy. QueiGenr - 26T Seir
ShI&G (LP&HID  FHTCHITLOGY.
- (What a robust love)

Djaleir:  sewiLeuly & FMp&F GQFSH6E
QuTesI(R) SHEHHG U HTI

Qjeus: Yewui(h) FHNTSHMSEGG HLL LSTTID
WG B FHG SHTT]

Note the richness of the soil reflected in the richness of the
diction and melody.

Hark to the roar of the ocean waves, the robust and
muscularlove element that have helped mould the physique,
and imparted the feelings and thoughts, the requisite form
and name, to all that Mr. Brayne and the ' B.A.' thought and
felt in this agrarian milieu. ' B.A." is undoubtedly a prince
(wearersir) in his own domain. And may he continue to be
so for many more years yet to come! He deserves our
congrats and our cumulative blessings.
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' The troubles of our proud
and angry dust
Are from enternity,
and shall not fail
Bear them we can, and
if we can we must
Shoulder the sky, my lad,
and drink your ale’ -

A. E. Housman.

Penned,
With love and kind regards -

By K. KANAPATHI PILLAI
(B.A,FRGS)

52, Nalliah Road,

Batticaloa,
20, March 1990.
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