











THE LIFE OF HARRIET WADSWORTH LATHROP WINSLOW

<~ April 9, 1796: Born to CharleskLathrop and Joanna
Leffingwell

<» January 11, 1819: Married To Rev. Miron Winslow

<» June 8; 1819: The Mission Band including Rev.
Miron and Harriet Winslow sailed from Boston in
the brig Indus, bound for Calcutta.

<> October 24, 1819: Harriet and Rev. Miron Winslow
together with their mission partners reach Calcutta

. after 133 days at sea.

<» November 10, 1819: Passage was taken for Ceylon
in the ship Dick of London bound for Trincomalee -
and Colombo.

HARRIET LATHROP WINSLOW
(1796-1833) % December 7, 1819: At the fort of Galle

%» January 16, 1920: Harriet Winslow with her husband visits two schools in Colombo.
February 4, (Friday) 1820: Left Colombo around 6 p.m.
& ry y P
<» February 17 (Thursday) 1820: They reach Jaffnapatanam.
April 9, 1820: Celebrates 24th birthday on mission soil.
P 4
<% August 14, 1820: Writes to her parents from Oodooville.

<> November 5, 1820: The Lord’s Supper and the privileges of a church in their own station
- for the first time,

% May 7, 1821: The mission mourns the death of Mrs. Daniel Poor.

Q} August 14,‘ 1821: Missionary sisters met at Batticotta (Vaddukoddai) to make arrange-
ments to form a “maternal society.” Mrs. Winslow the Secretary of the Maternal Society, a
position she held until her death. :

e{@ September 23, 1821: A new large bungaldw for a chapei was dedicated.

% June 8, 1822: “This third anniversary of our farewell to the land of our fathers has been
spent by all the ‘Indus fraternity’ at Manepay” . So writes Harriet Winslow in her Memoir.

June 8, 1824: The Anniversary of the missionary band leaving America was observed at
Pandeterrupu. '

November 7; 1825: Rev. and Mrs. Winslow and son Charles leave for Calcutta in view of
Mrs. Winslow’s failing health. :

<> November 27, 1825: Harriet Maria, Rev. and Mrs. Winslow’s daughter and Jane Spaulding
die of cholera at Manepay while the Winslows are away in Calcutta.

May 12, 1827: Their son George departs this world, “Oh my God receive our little one;
receive him as thine own,” writes Harriet Winslow

December 28, 1831: Chaﬂes, Harriet Winslow’s son leaves Qodoville for America (Harriet
Winslow later hears of his death in America and is broken hearted)

# January 14 (Monday), 1833: Harriet Winslow departs this earth into eternal rest.
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Greetings from the Bishop...

Uduvil, a pride of our history

History becomes the live wire of our heritage when events of the past,
institutions and individuals have had progressive impacts inspired by
visions, their service and sacrifice on a nation, a society and a community.
i They are a powerful inspirational stimulus and remain cherished for all
times.

It is therefore a fitting gesture for Uduvil Girls™ College to dedicate a
school souvenir to a beloved missionary, Harriet Winslow (1796-1833),
the founder of the school, Asia's first all-girls boarding school in 1824. It
was then known as the Missionary Seminary and Female Central School.

When one reminisces on this achievement, realization comes to our mind how forbidding it would have
been to break into the deep tradition-gripped conservative society of ours at that time especially for a lady
from overseas.

One must really wonder what kind of faith and dedication powered her to attempt the virtual impossibility.

Our educational system at that time was male-oriented and vernacular, imparted by a single guru, an elder
from the village, popularly known as Saddambiar from his thinnai and the system could be termed as the

Porch School. The learning of numbers and alphabets were by writing on sand spread on the cow-dung
daubed floor.

When it came to the education of girls, they learnt the daily chores of life from their mothers and elder
female relations of the family and were married early, many even in mid-teens.

Harriet Winslow with her determined dedication and the depth of her mission call was able to change all
these for girls and founded an institution that became an example in modern liberal education for girls in Sri
Lanka, perhaps in Asia itself.

This was indeed a social revolution, certainly one of the highest points in mission work in Asia and Harriet
Winslow was surely the architect of it. We owe a debt of immense gratitude for the unique leadership she
provided for our girls amidst, what would have been, the severest of circumstances.

This is why we call Uduvil Girls College, the pride of our history and an institution that had total acceptance
from our people across all socio-cultural and spiritual divisions that prevailed strongly at that time.

Apart from the Female Central School that progressed into theUduvi! Girls" C olle gethe Mission Seminary,
however, was established by her husband, the Rev. Dr. Miron Winslow who published several books
including 4 History of Missions and A Comprehensive Tamil and English Dictionary of High and Low
Tamil, a Tamil to English lexicon that compiled sixty-seven thousand Tamil words and considered the most
complete dictionary of amodern Indian language published at that time.

I am pleased to commend the souvenir publication and tribute to a great missionary lady who served our

community for thirteen years with committed dedication, adopting it as her own thousands of miles away
from her home and dear ones. :

Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Thiagarajah

Bishop, Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India
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Greetings from the Trustees...

Dear friends,

Greetings to one and all on behalf of the Trustees of Jaffna College
Funds. The mission of our historic trust is to hold, manage, and acquire
funds to further the work of educational institutions in Sri Lanka and
India. Uduvil Girls’ College is one of the primary beneficiaries of our
trust. Last February a delegation of trustees visited Sri Lanka and we had
the opportunity to see Uduvil Girls’ College up close and in action. It

was apparent to everyone that Uduvil is an exceptional school and there

is no doubt that the money from our trust is being well spent.

Thanks to the gracious hospitality of Principal Mills, the faculty, and the entire student body we received a
first-hand glimpse of what life at Uduvil is like. There is no question that if the school's founder, Harriet
Winslow, could see Uduvil today she would be justifiably proud. None of us who made the trip will ever
forget the enthusiasm for learning that pervades the campus or the generous spirit of hospitality that
immediately made us feel welcome and at home.

A popular chorus sung by the students is "Uduvil will shine." Uduvil certainly does shine — it shines with the
light of learning, generosity, and faith. Congratulations on the start of your new publication. Keep up the
good work and please know that our thoughts and prayers are with you.

With warm regards,

Richard Hanna Huleatt
President, Trustees of Jaffna College Funds




Greetings from Global Ministries...

Dear Mrs. Mills,

Itis a privilege and honor to greet you and everyone at Uduvil Girls’ College
as you commemorate and celebrate the invaluable services and dedication of
the school's founder Principal Ms. Harriet Winslow. On behalf of the mission
board that sent Ms. Winslow as missionary to Jaffna along with her husband
Rev. Miron Winslow almost 200 years ago, the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions (now Wider Church Ministries which
is part of Common Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the USA), I offer my best wishes. |
also greet you on behalf of the Trustees of Jaffna College F unds who have

been supporting the school for the last many years.

The vision with which Ms. Winslow started the school certainly is fulfilled, I am sure, much beyond her
expectations, The enviable status of the school today as the premier educational institution for girls in
northern Sri Lanka, its invaluable achievements over the years both in academic and extracurricular
activities at regional and national levels, the innumerable young women whom the school has educated over
these two centuries, the many women leaders whom the school has produced, and the compassion and care
with which the school has been serving the underprivileged and those who were traumatized by war and the
tsunami, bear resounding testimony to the fulfillment of Ms. Winslow's vision. Her vision was diligently
followed by the faithful services of every leader after her to this day. The remarkable growth and
developments that have happened in the school especially during the last decade in the midst of many
hurdles and challenges have lifted the school to a new high, and the credit goes to you, Mrs. Mills and your
team of dedicated colleagues.

In the rapidly changing society of post-war Sri Lanka, Uduvil Girls’ College has a greater role to play than in

the past. Rebuilding human resources for all walks of life, especially for women has become one of the
utmost needs. [ am sure the strong foundations on which the school stands and the remarkable capacity built
over the years are certainly in a position’ of preparedness to meet the needs and challenges of the time. I pray
for God's blessings on you, your colleagues, students and all those who are connected with the school that it
may continue not only as a beacon of light but also as a leader in imparting a high level and quality of
education to the women of northern Sri Lanka for many, many more years to come.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. James Vijayakumar
Area Executive for Southern Asia, Common Global Ministries,
Secretary, Trustees of Jaffna College Fund




Greetings from a former Missionary...

My warmest and most affectionate greetings to all at
Uduvil Girls’ College.

[ am delighted to participate in your magazine this year
when you are celebrating your Founding Mother,
Harriet Winslow. She was indeed a woman of great
courage, faith and determination to carry the Good
News of the Christian faith to the women of Jaffna, in
" “Oodooville.” She gave the ultimate gift to the school
by giving her life to ill health which could have been
cured had she returned to the United States. She was my
inspiration during the four years I was in Uduvil, living
and working among you. Those four years are perhaps
the most meaningful and formative years of my 70
years. [hope I gave much to my students and colleagues, yet, however much I gave, I received very much
more from you. Your gifts of love, trust, commitment, and good cheer, your talents in music, drama, sports
and faith continue to support and inspire me in my life here in the region of desert and mountains in Tucson,

Arizona.

[ have joined a United Church of Christ church in Tucson and have become very active in it, trying to lead
others in the church to meaningful experience with mission work in our community and in the world. The
cause that is consuming most of my time now is that of the plight of the migrants from Mexico and Central
American who are unable to enter the United States legally. Because they need so desperately to earn the
greater amount of money that is possible in the U.S. to support their families, they are willing to take the
chance of crossing illegally into Arizona from Mexico. Inthe summer it means crossing the desert where it
is scorching hot and dry in the summer and freezing cold in the winter. -There are humanitarian
organizations that try to give them assistance and others that are trying to influence the U.S. government to
enact more humane immigrant laws. I believe that the experience I had with you in Uduvil prepared me to
take on such a cause, something | have never done before.

God bless your beloved Principal Ms. Mills, your wonderful teachers, and all you hard working students. I
know your goals are to become workers for the betterment of your community and country.

With much love and affection,

Grace Bunker
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Greetings from the Manager...
Education for women: An initiative of courage

A school souvenir dedicated to its founder is a meritorious tribute to
Harriet Winslow.

It certainly would have called for much courage on her part to initiate an
idea in a tradition bound society to set up a Christian boarding school for ' ==
girls; and that was nearly two centuries ago.

Not even in any Colombo school let alone in Asia would any one have |
dared to bring female students into such a stream of formal residential &
education. '

Harriet Winslow was among our missionary greats from Newell to ¢
Bunker who nursed and nourished our community from the founding
mission, the American Ceylon Mission (ACM) to the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India (JDCSI).

This founding impact is one aspect of our growth to become a part of a global church and an example in
church unity.

Her impact on a remote village that Uduvil was decades ago began in gentle ripples and steady waves and
quickly spiraled into a major multi-dimensional flow into our neighbouring villages and soon nationally as
well. Today the Uduvil alumni have become a still greater force in many countries of the world where they
have made their homes.

[ feel privileged to share my appreciative sentiments and tribute to Harriet Winslow and congratulate the
Principal, the Staff and the Students for such a.gesture to the founder of Uduvil Girls College.

Dr. Thayalini Thiagarajah




D@ Grectinge from PP

Greetings From Toronto!

I am extremely proud and delighted to extend my warmest greetings on
behalf of Uduvil Girls' College Alumni Association, Toronto.

In spite of a very busy and hectic life in Canada a few dedicated past
pupils and staff of Uduvil got together in 1988 and formed the Uduvil
Girls' College Alumni Association. It should be noted that at that time
most of us were recent new immigrants trying to find our feet in Canada.
It was indeed a great achievement to form this association which has since
been growing. We strive hard to keep the same traditions and the deep
rooted practices of Uduvil's Mission.

Our focus here in Toronto, is to foster cordiality and friendship amongst
Uduvilites across Canada and more importantly we Uduvilites have a
keen interest in the growth and welfare of our Alma Mater.

Currently, we have a very efficient and dedicated committee in Toronto.
In the past twenty four years, we have been fortunate to have had very
efficient and dedicated members. With the help of these active and
enthusiastic members both past and present, we have carried out many
events. These activities include our annual dinner dance, Tamil New Year
celebrations, badminton tournament, netball, sports meet with other
Tamil Schools Sports Associations. The highlight of this year has been
our combined Carol Service with Jaftha College, which was a great
success.

These activities allow us to take time away from our busy day to day
schedules and meet on a social front. it gives us all a chance to relax, enjoy
and relive some moments from our childhood by meeting old friends and
rekindling old memories. Uduvil moulded us into valuable and
responsible citizens for which we are very grateful to our Alma Mater.

We are very proud to hear of Uduvilities excelling in education, music,
drama, sports and other extracurricular activities in both Provincial and
National levels under the guidance of Ms. Shiranee Mills and her
dedicated staff.

Long Live Uduvil!

| = Sarojini Sathiananthan
» President, Uduvil Girls' College Alumni Association — Toronto

Greetings from the UK/

The members of our Association congratulate the teachers and students of
UGC for all the splendid achievements of the past year under the headship
of Ms. Shiranee Mills. The School is going from strength to strength and
we are all proud to be Uduvilites.

‘We wish the Principal, teachers and students of UGC the very bestin 2013,
and we iook forward with excitement to the many functions and events
that are planned for the coming weeks and months.

With best wishes,

Easterine Mills-Clarke
President UGCPPA—-UK
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Greetings From Sydney!

Congratulations UDUVIL on another brilliant and very successful year!

The many outstanding performances and achievements of the school are
remarkable and leave us spell bound. These colourful success stories are
the result of the deep rooted Uduvil legacy of commitment and sacrifice.
Every time we hear of another Uduvil accomplishment (which is
becoming all too often now!) we old girls are energised and driven by the
“Uduvil spirit” to be all what we are called for where ever we are placed.

We give thanks to our God for the missionaries for their vision and
appreciate the many good things and lessons we have received from
Uduvil. It is also the best time to applaud the hard work and dedication of
the incredibly talented Principal Shiranee Mills, staff, students and many
others who contributed tirelessly in following the foot prints of the pioneer
missionaries and taking the school to another NEW LEVEL.

We, joined by fellow Uduvilites from Melbourne, Canberra and other
cities of Australia send warm and fond greetings across the seas and unite
inrejoicing over tasks well done.

Letthe Vision get Better & Brighter as Uduvil marches forward........

UDUVILwill shine........

Sharmila Harichandra

Secretary, Uduvil OGA — Sydney

Greetings From Colombo!

Greetings from the Colombo PPA to our Alma Mater on the release of your
magazine, coinciding with our 189th anniversary. We recall with nostalgia our
carefree days at Uduvil, filled with fun and laughter and of course hard work
too. |

it is overwheiming knowledge that Uduvilites are scattered in every nook and
corner of the globe — propelled to great heights because of the invaluable
education we received at Uduvil. We, in Colombo, show our gratitude to the
college by doing our mite in various ways, such as awarding scholarships,
sponsoring internally displaced students and hosting students who come to
Colombo for various curricular activities. Our committee meets once a month
to ensure the smooth functioning of the Association. Even as we write this, we
are busy organizing the Uduvil Sunday Service to be held this year on
November25™ the closest Sunday to our school Birthday.

We were students of Uduvil yesterday and vou will be the past pupils of
tomorrow. We earnestly hope you will carry on the traditions and perhaps
establish more branches in Sri Lanka as well as in other countries so that the
network expands to garner more strength and support for Uduvil.

Thilaka Yoganathan Grace Athisayam Muttiah
Secretary President
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College Song

O Uduvil, dear Uduvil,

Our praise to thee we render.

Bright days and years within thy walls,

Live in our mem'ry tender.

Beneath thy palms, we've laughed and sung,
Rejoicing over tasks well done.

O Uduvil, dear Uduvil,

With gratitude we bless thee.

O Uduvil, dear Uduvil,

How honoured is that name we love.
We'll guard thy fame where'er we roam,
And seek a blessing from above;

When vexed by trials and overbome,
To thy dear peace our hearts will turn,
O Uduvil, dear Uduvil,

Our loyalty we pledge thee.

O Uduvil, dear Uduvil,

How strong the ties that bind us.

We love thee for thy friendship dear,
Thy care and loving kindness.

When from thy walls we wander free,
Inall our lives we'll honour thee.

Thy counsels gladly follow still,
Uduvil, dear Uduvil.

“_‘Iﬁe truth shall make you free”

—John 8:32

-08-




W T

Our Principal
Ms. Shiranee Mills







Principal’'s MHessage

Awell-thumbed item in my library is the “ Memoir of Mrs. Harriet L. Winslow” —a book which recounts the innermost
thoughts and experiences of Harriet Winslow, Uduvil's founder principal. It is one hundred and eighty years since she
passed on into eternal rest but we at Uduvil still feel the presence of this dynamic personality who possessed a “'gentle

countenance”.

It is therefore most fitting that Uduvil Girls' College on its 189" year should dedicate its magazine to the memory of
Mrs. Harriet Winslow, as a measure of gratitude to God and to instill in the hearts of our students a love for the rich
heritage of their school. Our last school magazine released in 2006, titled the Haystack Number, commemorated the
200" anniversary of the Haystack Meeting (1806), when five young men — all students of Williams College, sought
shelter under a haystack when a storm broke out andwhile at prayer were urged to take the gospel to Asia. This year's
release is a sequel that remembers a pioneer principal who walked the grounds of our school from the year 1820 to
1833. Harriet Lathrop Winslow came to this compound with her husband, Rev. Miron Winslow on a fine April morning
to get a glimpse of their future home. There was nothing impressive there, no great buildings — just an abandoned old
mission house of a Franciscan monk and a neglected garden in front. Yet she did not despair. Together with their
friends — Rev. and Mrs. Spaulding, the Winslows sat down to secure the place with palmyrah feaves woven as
makeshift windows and doors. Life was not easy for Harriet Winslow. She toiled day and night, being able to get her
rest only very late at night, after completing her tasks as administrator, teacher, matron and seamstress! What is most

relevant to us as a girls’ educational institution is Mrs. Winslow's undaunted 'pursuit towards the education of girls.

“I have long been trying to obtain girls to attend school. Was much encouraged today, because one came whom we
have often tried in vain to get. There were before two day-scholars who have attended pretty constantly for several
months, besides the little one in the family, who is the daughter of a domestic. So a commencement is made.”
Memoir, September 24", 1821

On Mrs. Winslow's 215" birthday in April, 2011, we as a school gathered in front of our Jubilee Hall and the choir of
over hundred voices rang out into a magnificent expression of praise and wonder remembering the thirteen glorious
years of service Harriet Winslow gave to our school. It is my wish that each student who leaves these portals should go
endowed with at least one quality that Harriet Winslow possessed. Her charisma, her love of people, her grit and
courage and her faith in the goodness of her Creator that never for a moment swerved even when death came knocking

at her doov, continue to be a source of inspiration to many.

The Harriet Winslow number records events up to December 2012. Putting together a magazine is not an easy task —
especially when you do not make it an annual feature. We were fortunate this time to have had the services of an
efficient, talented and pleasant volunteer, Nishika Fonseka, from Colombo who came to work with us. She together
with two of our recent school leavers Saambavi Sivaji and Dilakshi Thevagunananthan a happy team of three,
patiently accepted all material thrust upon them - some tattered old magazines, crumbling scraps of paper articles,
web archives - and set to work, reviewing these, noting down gaps. interviewing people and Nishika sitting down -
sometimes the whole night - with this task. One could often spot three heads in close consultation with one another,

pouring over notes, examining pictures, or scanning photographs, towards making this magazine a success. The end

product is a beautiful piece of work and Uduvil owes a big 1l

... and so the Harriet Winslow Number is launched — raking its place in the College lihrary as a fascinating mix of
history, recent happenings, poems, clicks of the camera and c varieny of articles. imviting vou to remember with us our
pioneer principal Harriet Winslow.

Shiranee Mills

April 9, 2013
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n a cold afternoon in 1806,

five young men studying at g
William's College, JKB
Massachusetts, met in a field to talk .
and pray, as was their habit every

week. That afternoon, their thoughts |

turned to the spiritual needs of people
in the Asian continent; but midway
through their discussion, they were
engulfed by a huge storm and ran to
take shelter at a nearby haystack. As
they waited for the storm to pass, they
had a vision urging them to travel to

Asiato spread the Good News.

Haystack Monument
Williams College, Massachusetts

From this “Haystack Meeting”, the
American Foreign Missions

Movement was born and grew from

strength to strength, with many

American missionaries embarking

SE on the long and arduous sea voyage

[ halfway across the world,

persevering through the vagaries of

== the weather and the tribulations of

s illness to carry out God's work. As

we at Uduvil Girls' College embark

L% on our 189" year, we hope and pray

that all their dreams will be realized,
and give thanks for the vision of the

Haystack Fiveandits fruition.

The women who have led the school

Mrs. Harriet Winslow: 1824 - 1833

Miss Eliza Agnew: 1839 - 1880

Miss Susan Howland: 1880 - 1911

Miss Lulu Bookwalter: 1911 - 1941

Miss Ariam Paramasamy: 1941 - 1970

Mrs. Saraswathy Somasundaram: 1970 - 1981

Dr. Miss C. V. Selliah: 1982 - 2004

Mrs. Shiranee Mills: 2005 -
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The Enduring Vision and Mission

[he haystack meeting of five studenis in a Massachusetts field is acclaimed as the memorable event that
was the harbinger of the famed American Foreign Mission Movement, which more by chance than by
choice landed on the Peninsuia to ultimateiv revolutionize the social, medical, educational, cultural and
religious facets of communities in South Asia. This head start heiped the communities to excel, especialiy
i modern education, which 1s considered the greatest gift to have come from the West. Prior to the advent
of the missionaries, communities herein were living in a cocoon of superstition, illiteracy, entrenched evil
practices and prejudices. Among the natives, there had been evil precepts, proverbs and practices that
considered women as the property of man, denied them education and confined them to-hearth and home.
The pioncer missionaries suffered a life of privation and social isolation, yet they never lowered their
sights. The dedicated pane! of medical practitioners, educationists and evangelists provided for the
spiritual, temporai and religious desires of the local people. It is their hard work that carved magnificent
temples of education, worship and medical institutions out of the wilderness of jungle, venomous creatures
and wild animals. They tirelessly served the people, caring for their vital needs from the cradle to the grave.
Their spectacular creations are enduring, splendid monuments to their vision and mission. The enlightened
generations that have passed through the portais of their hallowed institutions are living testimony to the
enduring services and sacrifices of the pioneer missionaries. The memory of the missionaries remains, in
surroundings redolent of their fragrant memories, and it would be a serious blot in the collective
conscience of the community if we fail to acknowledge and appreciate their excellent services and selfless
sacrifice. ‘

Mr. V. Ehambaranathan
Staff

The commissioning service of the Haystack Five —Samuel Mills, James Richard, L.

Robins. H. Lumis and P. Green.

*Pictured in the background is the Haystack Monument in Williams College, Massachusetts.
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Excerpts from Ms. Harriet Winsloz

Tillupally, February 19, 1820
am aimost too happy, my dear parents, in being on missionary grou
have visited | have been disappointed; but here my anticipations have real
after a pleasant day at Batticotta, we aii came to this place. Could of mis it America
witness what I have this day, they wouid not think their benevolence i
went into the church to attend prayers with the children of the fami
arranged in the yard for us to see them alil at once and hear thet

orter Dw1ght
Worchester, Woods, Stuart and Putnam. .

three caildren, and
e, to squeeze and rub
twice in the day and
heir food. This evening we
gged with a large plate, or
‘their knees and one of them
a prayer-meeting one evening

1 then went with Mrs. Poor to the store-room, where she gave
her own family, for the day. As it was Saturday, we all bath
over their hands before bathing. A cook is devoted to
congee, rice gruel, once. There are eight giris, the two
went to see them at their meals. A long mat is spread out.

plantain leaf, full of rice and curry before them. Before the
asks a blessing. Every night they pray together beft
every week.

Some interesting circumstances attended the a
morning in the dining-room and Mrs. Poor i

about four years old. He appeared one
. He replied, to get some ashes from the
the church a temple, where he might get
ved into the family, and it was afterwards
of these boys give evidence of some concern for
to believe is a decided Christian. At this station
t Batticotta. Another was a candidate but his friends

their souls, and one of them named
one young man has been admitted to t
came and forced him away.

April 15,1820
ville, to see the ruins of the old house and church which are to
e residence of a Franciscan Friar. The walls are only standing,
> intruding hanian. The country around is nearly all cultivated,
and presents a pleasant prospe nd palmyra groves, in the midst of which are villages swarming
with population. The house is sma t to occupy it with Mr. and Mrs. S. until the funds of the mission
. will admit of enlarging it, or building af her station.

be repaired for us. Th
and they are much in

You may think it time for me to mﬁoduce you to our present habitation, that you may fancy yourselves visiting us
occasionally. It is a long's g’story house, with a verandah in front. There are out-houses in the rear, and a
garden. The house ki rooms and four narrow ones back. The one that we occupy is in front at the south
end, and is sixtee rsquare. There are placed most of our possessions, and we still find abundant room to turn
j e made of mortar. The walls are stone, plastered and whitewashed. The roof is after

havelong been trying to obtain gir/s to attend school. Was much encouraged today, because one came whom
we have often tried in vain to get. There were before two day-scholars who have attended pretty constantly
for several months, beside the little one in the family, who is the daughter of a domestic. So a commencement
ismade.
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14 Celebrating the ife of §
' Ms. Harriet Winslow

Her children arise up, and call her blessed...’
- Proverbs 31:28

Ny

Harriet Wadsworth Lathrop was born in Norwich,
Connecticut on 9 April 1796. She was a girl with a
gentle countenance who felt God's calling at the
tender age of 13 and decided to dedicate her life to His
service by becoming a missionary. After her marriage
to Rev. Miron Winslow, the couple travelled to Jaffna
and began their service in Thellipallai before moving
to Uduvil, where Ms. Winslow founded what we know
and love today as Uduvil Girls' College.

On 9 April 2011, the 215" anniversary of Ms.
Winslow’s. birth, the staff, students and past pupils of
Uduvil Girls' College held a service of praise and
worship, giving thanks for the life and work of Ms. '
Winslow. The service recounted the beginnings of
Uduvil and the songs were rendered by a choir
comprising more than 100 voices.

Vo desirero walk softly before God and to this end I

' would be moderate in all things...”

- Harriet Winslow



We reproduce here the Service of Praise and Worship, rendered by a choir of more than one
fundred voices, in memory of Harriet Winsiow, the founder principal of Uduvil Girls' College.

‘Choir Entry: [ will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart
Iwill enter His courts with praise
Iwill say this is the day that the Lord hath mad'e
Iwill rejoice for He has made me glad.

He has made me giad, He has made me glad
Iwill rejoice for He has made me glad.

Narrator: O come, lei us bow down in humble adoration of our Creator who breathed life into us and in great
mercy granied us redemption and courage to uphold the legacy and heritage handed down to us by our
missionary founders. Come, o come, let us praise God, praise God in-the beauty of creation, with the golden sun
gently smiling down upon us, amidst the fragrance of the flowers and the soft hum of the bees, all clothed in the
grandeur, the splendour of nature. In this hushed moment feel the presence of God. O worship God, worship
God in the presence of the people and in the beauty of holiness, for it is God alone who has carried us through
generation after generation, to this day. We stand here today filled with God's glorious love, God's grace and
Ged's blessings. Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of creation.

Uduvil Girls Coll Congregation: Praise to the Lord...
uvil Girls' College

' ) g
Colebrates 187 Years Intro : Choir - Praise to the Lord

Congregation : Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
The King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy
Health and salvation!
Allyewho hear,
Now to His temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper
Thy work and defend thee,
on the birthday of Surely His goodness and mercy
Harriei Winsiow ]g vy ally pusd thee
S B onder anew
What the Almighty can do,
5 i e il e R 0 M Who with His love doth befriend thee.

ol B modasate wn wlf thinge

Choir : Praise to the Lord Praise, Praise to the Lord)!

Narrator: Through the ages God's Spirit has spoken directly to women and men urging them to go out to places
they would never have dreamt of — uprooting them from familiar backgrounds in which they had grown, carrying
them through storm and toil and planting them in strange places — Miriam who led the Israelites as the Red Sea
rose and parted as she danced on her nimble feet, her tambourine tinkling high, proclaiming the glory of God;
Moses whe had to flee Egypt to bring his people out of bondage; the prophet Elijah who fled to Zarephath;
Joseph, the beloved son of Jacob who was sold into slavery — these people in the times of the Old Testament.
Mary of the New Testament, a timid girl whom God brought out of her little village out into places where she
witnessed the glorious doings of her God, touched by the miracles that her Son performed; In recent times in the
beginning of the 19" century, God's Spirit spoke to missionaries sending them out to Africa, Asia¢ven right here
in our ancestors' midst. Yes, through the ages God's Spirit has spoken directly to men and women....

Choir: LordIliftyour name on high...

Lord, 1 lift your name on high
Lord, Ilove to sing your praises
I'mso gladyou're inmy life
I'mso gladyou came to save us




You came from heaven to earth to show the way

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay

From the cross to the grave From the grave to the sky
Lord, 1 lift your name on high

—

Narrator: How did God call these men and women? By planting in their hearts a thirst to serve Him - not only in
places where the gospel had been established but to make known God's name, in far outposts where the people
had not heard of Christ. In 1806 five American men — Samuel Mills, James Richard, L. Robins, H. Lumis and P,
Green, all students of Williams College met in the park next to their college twice weekly to pray. One such day,
they had to take shelter under a haystack because of a raging storm outside. While the winds howled outside,
these devout young men, praying under the haystack felt a distinct urge to bear the gospel to Asia. As they waited
under the shelter of the haystack, they felt the Holy Spirit hover over them and they bowed low to feel the breath
of God brush over them .... to fill them with a power that was most wondrous....

Choir: Breathe on me breathe of God...

Breathe on me, breath of God
Love and life that makes me free
Breathe on me, breathe of God

Fan the flame within me,

Teach my heart, heal my soul,

Speak the life, that in Christ we know
Take me to your sanctuary, breathe on me

Breathe on me, breath of God
Love and life that makes me free
Breathe on me, breath of God
Fan the flame within me,

Speak to me, voice of God
Soft and still, inside of us
Speak to me, Word of God
Comfort heal, restore my life

Teach my heart, heal my soul,
Speak the life, that in Christ we know
Take me to your sanctuary, breathe on me

Narrator: A result of this prayer was the voyage undertaken by American evangelists, to the East. A voyage
dogged by sickness and danger .....but for the missionaries bound towards Asia, it was not a time of fear but a
time of fulfillment of God's word; God's mission. And through their storm-tossed voyage they dwelt on the Lord
Jesus and His mission on earth. The destination of the early missionaries was Calcutta but as they were not
allowed to remain there, they separated in different directions and one of them started as he supposed for Bombay
but was landed in Galle. Surely it was God's guiding hand that turned the course of that ship. The second band of
Missionaries from the ship: “Dryad” arrived in Jaffna in 1816. Rev. & Mrs. Edward Warren, Rev. & Mrs. Daniel
Poor, Rev. & Mrs. B.C. Mikes and Rev. & Mrs. Bardwell — they came. They came with desire in their hearts to
serve their God and the people in the land that God chose for them. They sang out... “We'll walk the land with
hearts on fire, and every step will be aprayer”....

Choir: We'll Walk the Land. ..

We'll walk the land with hearts on fire Two thousand years and still the flame
And every step will be a prayer Is burning bright across the land
Hope is rising. a new day dawning Hearts are waiting, longing, aching

Sounds of singing fill the air For awakening one again




Let the flame burn brighter
In the hearts of darkness
Turning night to glorious day
Let the song grow louder

As the love grows stronger
Let it shine, let it shine

We'll walk from truth, speak out for love
InJesus name, we shall be strong

1o lift the fallen, to save the children

To fill the nation with your song.

Narrator: The fire of the missionary zeal spread and more and more missionaries volunteered for missionary
service in faraway lands. Hearts full of yearning and desire to share the love of God all over the world, these
missionaries both old and young waited in prayer for God to reveal to them the place that they should go. “Open
the eyes of my heart Lord... ” they cried, yearning to start God's work in lands both far and near. [ want to see you,
I want to know you Lord they cried. God began moving in the hearts of the people.....

Choir: Open the eyes of my heart, Lord...

Openthe eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
Iwantto see you, Iwant to see you

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
Iwant to see you, I want to see you

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
Aswesing holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

Iwant to see you

Narrator: While these miracles were taking place in the mission field, there was this little girl Harriet
Wadsworth Lathrop, born in Norwich, Connecticut, on the 9" of April 1796, two hundred and fifteen years ago, a
girl with a gentle countenance on whom the Holy Spirit of God softly breathed into her soul and summoned her
into God's missionary fold. In the autumn of 1808, Harriet Winslow felt the call of God and gave her life to God's
service. On the 9" of April 1809, at thirteen years of age, Harriet joined the church and dedicated her life to God's
ministry. The fire of the Lord's spirit burned within the young heart of Harriet Winslow who waited in prayer for

God's call to her mission field....

Choir: / love you Lord...
Here I am to Worship...

1love You, Lord and 1 lift my voice

1o worship You o my soul, rejoice!

Take joy, my King, in what You hear,

may it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness
Openedmy eyes, let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore you
Hope of a life spent inyou

==




And here I am to worship

Here I am to bow down

Herel am to say that vou're my God

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me ;

King of all days

Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in Heaven above

Humbly you came to this earth you created
All for loves sake became poor 7
I'll never know how much it cost ' -
To see my sins upon that cross

Narrator: Harriet Winslow's family feared that they were going to lose little Harriet to a faraway mission field,
never to see her again. Their hearts ached but they believed that God had touched her. While her family gradualily
began to accept Harriet's decision to go to a foreign mission field, Harriet grew in faith and courage, yet humble at
heart. Parting with her family was a hard step to take yet she did it courageously, and prepared herself for her
service abroad. She was gratetul that her family had given her permission to go. On August 19, 1817 she wrote t
her mother, “/ certainly do not love you less but with the strength inspired by your composure, I could fly on wings
of the wind and think only of the happiness of being completely devoted to the service of Christ.” Harriet was gla
that nothing hindered her from her total commitment to God....

Congregation: Guide me o thou great Jehovah!

Guide me o thou great Jehovah
Piilgrim through this barren land.
1l amweak but thou art mighty
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven//

Feedme now and evermore

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing streams doth flow,
Let the fiery cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through,
Strong deliverer // ;

Be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan
Bidmy anxious fears subside
Death of death,

And heil's destruction,

Land me safe on Canaan's side,
Songs of praises //

Iwill ever give to thee.

Narrator: God did not send Harriet alone on this long voyage — but introduced her to a young minister of faith
and great erudition, together with whom she made the decision to set out on their mission voyage. Harriet married
Miron Winslow on January 11" and together with her husband set sail from Boston on June 8", 1819 with theiﬁp
mission band, on a ship bound for Calcutta. At the shores of Boston a group of friends surrounded them and after
the singing of “Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love” the group set sail. About ten o'clock the
vessel moved and in a few hours they were not able to see the American shores....

Cheoir: On a hill far away...

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross.

The emblem of suffering and shame:

AndIlove that old cross where the dearest and best
For aworld of lost sinners was slain.




So I'll cherish the oldrugged cross,
till my trophies at last [ lay down;,
Iwill cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has awondrous attraction for me;

_ Forthedear Lamb of God left His glory above
10 bear it to dark Calvary.

Inthat old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see,

For 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
10 pardon and sanctify me.

Narrator: On February 16', 1820 they reached Jaffnapattanam. “I will not attempt to tell you what are my
feelings at the thought of being within one night's journey of our future home. [ confess that I have felt some
degree of impatience to be there. The wandering life that I have led for more than a year has wearied me. And I
could now be happy in the meanest place that [ could call my home.” She writes this in her journal. Rev. Miron
Winslow and Harriet, reached Jaffna on the 17" of February, 1820. She wrote thus in her memoirs “This morning
at 7 o'clock we reached Jaffnapatanm and went immediately to Mr. Mooyart's empty house. We had soon the
pleasure of seeing Mr. Meigs who came to conduct us to Batticotta and accompanied him to the house of Mrs.
Drieberg, a pious widow. We saw there Mr. Knight, Church missionary at Nellore. At evening when about to
leave for Batticotta Mr. Poor also came from Tillipallai. We rejoice greatly to meet these dear brethren who we
had learned to love for their works' sake and with whom we were to be so intimately associated.” At last they had
reached their destination to serve in our ancestors' midst. God be glorified! And through all their obstacles and
pain their one aim, their goal was to see Jesus their Redeemer lifted high! “We want to see Jesus lifted high”

Choir: Wewantto see Jesus lifted high...

We want to see Jesus lifted high,

A banner that flies across the land,

That all men might see the truth and know,
He is the way to heaven.

We want to see//, we want to see Jesus lifted high.
We want to see//, we want to see Jesus lifted high.

Step by step we're moving forward,
Little by little taking ground,

Every prayer is a powerful weapon,
Strongholds all come tumbling down
And down and down and down...

Narrator: Harriet celebrated her 24" birthday on April 9", 1820, in Jaffna, her mission field. On Monday April
15" 1820, Mrs. Winslow accompanied her husband to v151f Uduvil. On that fine April morning they saw the
mission residence that was to be their future home. Harriet writes thus aboutthe' house:

“The house was once the residence of a Franciscan friar. The walls only are standing ... The house is small but
we expect fo occupy it. 1tis along single storey house with a verandah in front. The floors are made with mortar
and the walls are stone, plastered and whitewashed. The roof is coveredwith Palmyra leaves ”.

Harriet and missionary friends sat down to weave palmyrah leaves to substitute for the doors and windows that
were missing. Here was their mission station from which they would serve God and they would make it their
precious haven. They pruned the garden and made it beautiful. They worked hard as they celebrated their faith!
They celebrated their God and rejoiced at the opportunities open to them to serve their God. They yearned for

Choir: [ will celebrate....
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Iwill celebrate, sing unto the Lord,
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Iwill celebrate, sing unto the Lovd,
Sing to the Lovd a new song.

With my heart rejoicing withinr,

With my mind focused on Him,

With my hands raised to the heavens,
AllT amworshipping Him

Narrator: They came with vision and faith that could translate these visions into reality. Amazing how God
works... America so far away and this little dot of an island so remote in those days. But God in great wisdom
brought these pioneering women and men of America to Jaffna our homeland. No nation is forgotten by God, no
people insignificant, no one far away from God's precious love and care. From America to Ceylon they came, an
almostimpossible voyage in those days.

These men and women from America found this place suitable for their missionary endeavors but the people oﬂ
the land, a people of alien culture were slow in accepting them .The evangelists faced a people hostile to their
presence — a community which clung fiercely to their traditions and customs. Had these people from a foreign
land come to enslave them? Under what pretext had they come? Was this another invasion? .., The missionaries
[abored on building a shelter for themselves and continuing to wait in prayer, asking the Lord to teach them the
way of Christ— love, patience, courage and understanding. Every move they made was for Jesus, every step they
took was in Jesus, and waves of mercy, waves of grace flooded them... Everywhere they looked they saw Jesus'
face inthe people they met....

Choir: Every move [ make...

Every move I make { make in You,
(You make me move Jesits)

Every breath [ take [ breathe in You
Every step I take I take in You,

(You are my way Jesus)

Every breath [ take I breathe in You

Waves of mercy waves of grace
Everywhere I Look, I See Your face
Your love has captured me

Ohmy God this love, how can it be!
Everymove [ make...

Narrator: Most people here were averse to learning. They were content to live the life they had been living,
content to carry on the trade that was handed down to them by their fathers. It was education which these pioneers
offered the people at the beginning, for this was part of their mission programme. .. for education meant learning
of the truth and the truth meant freedom — “The truth shall make you jiee...” they taught. Little sheds were built
mcipient schools — and they went out into the village calling for boys and girls to attend schools. The miracle
began to take place.....Boys trickled in. Just a few, but surely a start. The missionaries rejoiced giving thanks to
their caring heavenly God who gave them peace and abundant love which washed away all prejudices and
negativity....

Choir: Let there be peace...

Let there be peace, let there be love Let’s all march onwards, to a city thai waits
Let there be life, let the world sing out To acity that opens, its golden gate

Let the sound be sweet, lel there be no strife Someday every trumpet, puts down every gun
Let the streams be filled, let the people sing ‘Cause itis the land, it's the land of God

Evervthing's alright
Let the morning sun always give us its light.
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No more cruelty, no more killing fields No morewars to fight no more to live in fright
Freedom marches on Peace has settled in

Thoughwe disagree, there 1l be (iberty No more jealousy, what's for vou is for me
Show us both what's right, we will stand as one Nothing is just mine

. u . 7 a7 ¥ i :
I;V;j}gnse the nc;;lu_)n sson g 0_”,,”26 Zher s c?e o v . .. There'll besincerity, you show what's wrong with me
ere everythingis “ours”, andnot “yours " or “mine Show me all that's right

We'll go from strength to strength, with love on our side

Narrator: Women in those days were satisfied with being housewives — mere doers of chores. Education for
them was taboo. The people envisaged no active participation of women in the affairs of the community in which
they lived and assigned to them only household cheres. The women accepted this position and never ventured to
question such injustice. They themselves were convinced that they were not created for education. Harriet
Winslow with her group began her ministry through education, she trudged through the winding lanes of
villages, in the hot burning sun, not minding the unfamiliar climate; she went from house to house urging the
women and girls to come to school. Many of them did not take her seriously, some laughed, but she persisted.

There were two little girls from the neighbouring houses who used to come and peep into Harriet Winslow's
room. She would smile at them and call them and teach them sewing and small sums. When they were hungry
they were given fruit. When their visit was over, the two little girls would run away home. One afternoon as the
happy threesome sat on the mission house verandah, a thunderstorm ripped the skies and rain poured down.
Alas! The two little girls could not go home! How could they in this terrible weather! Harriet Winslow kept them
safe in the mission house and the next moming took them back to their homes. The parents were not happy that
their children had stayed overnight in a strange home but after a few days one of the girls' father brought his
daughter to Harriet Winslow and entrusted the child's future to Harriet Winslow. This was a miracle! Good things
continued to happen. Harriet's heart rejoiced as little girls joined her school and she committed herself more and
more into God's keeping. My life is in You Lord, my strength is in You Lord, my hope is in You Lord she said and
rededicated her life to Jesus....

Choir: My life is in you Lord...

My life is in You, Lovd, my strengith is in You Lord
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it’s in You (Repeat)
Iwill praise You with all of my heart

Iwill praise You with all of my mind

With all of my life, and all of my strength

Allof my hope is in You!

Narrator: The missionaries now saw the first fruits of their labor. Slowly but steadily education won over the
children of the peninsula. They gained knowledge not only in ‘Tamil language and literature but also in English,
the gateway to European scientific knowledge. Literacy grew and with it the thirst for knowledge and a broader
view of life itself. Truth and reason superseded superstition and baseless practices. They continued to share the
joy that they felt.

Humanity was precious and everything was done to better the lives of these people, in the field of medicine and
industry as well as education. Hospitals were established and with it training for local people. in the treatment of
the sick and the needy. The dedication of these missionaries in renouncing the luxury and comfort of their country
in order to serve among us is amazing, but even more impressive is their willingness to raise leaders and to groom
them to take over the tasks that the missionaries had started. Their total belief in the ability of the people among
whomthey had come to serve, to live, to even die in service, is clearly evident.

in these very premises, Harriet Winslow, a young woman, lived and worked with her husband, often subject to ill
health, losing her precious babies to cholera, a dreaded disease of the time. She toiled day in and day out and
served as principal, teacher matron and clerk often late in to the night to give the best to the girls under her care.
A beautiful life nurtured and groomed to serve in Uduvil! How great is our God! We praise God in song and music
crying out " Then sings my soul my Savipur God to Thee, How great thou art! How great thou art!”

Congregation: flow great thou art!

Note :  These narrations were originally written for the 200th birth anniversary celebrations of Rev. Dr, Daniel Poor and
performedon the 26 of June 1989, at Ortley Hall, Jaffna College, a day prior to Dy Poor s birthday.
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O Lord my God, When I in awesome wondler,
Consider all the works Thy hands have made;
Iseethe stars, [ hear the rolling thunder,

Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soui, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!

When throvigh the woods, and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze

Q“'J‘.

Narrator: The growth which is seen here now after 187 years as a result of the initial sacrifice and love of
missionaries, the flourishing buildings which house thousands of students, the grand old trees giving shade and a
feeling of stability to the people —all these stand as witness to the love and dedication which were the foundations
for these. Harriet was fortunate to have had three of her sisters serving with her namely Charlotte H. Cherry,
Elizabeth C. Hutchings and Harriet Joanna Perry. Charlotte H. Cherry and Harriet Joanna are buried here in
Uduvil with Harriet Winslow. Harriet Winslow spent the freshness of her youth in total commitment to the
children placed under her care.

And today we gather, to celebrate the life of this gentle godly woman - Harriet Winslow - and her service to our
community and our school. God planted her at Uduvil so that generations upon generations of girls who pass
through these portals would witness God's abundant love and grace. God cared for us, God reached down from
heaven to breathe life into Uduvil our beloved school! God carried us for 187 years, carefully nurturing us as
precious children. We adore this God, our faithful, unchangeable friend whose love and power sustain us. We will
praise God for all that is past and trust God for all that is to come. People who are gathered here, worshippers,
alumni, friends of our school and our parents....... This, this is the God we adore!

Choir: This, This is the God we adore...

This, this is the God we adore

Our faithful unchangeable fiiend
Whose love is as great as His power
Andneither knows measure nor end
"Tis Jesus the first and the last

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home
We'll praise Him for all that is past
And trust Him for all that's to come

Benediction by Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan
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Ms. Harriet Winslow

ne of the first missionaries to travel to

Ceylon, as it was known at the time, was

Harriet Winslow. Together with her
husband Myron, she arrived in Jaffna in 1819 and the
couple began their service in Thellipalai. In the
following year, they decided to go to other places in
the peninsula and set off one beautiful April morning,
journeying onwards until they reached the peaceful
village of Uduvil. and chanced upon what Ms.
Winslow describes in her memoirs as: “a long single

storey house with a verandah in front.”

The building they saw was an old, abandoned
parsonage that had belonged to the Franciscan
Pastors and Ms. Winslow writes in her memoirs that
‘the house had a thatched roof and that its walls were
badly damaged. Nevertheless, the Winslows chose to
settle down there and spent their first afternoon
weaving Paimyra leaves to make windows and doors.
This was the humble beginning of our beautiful

Mission House.

The Winslows settled into life at Uduvil with ease and
Ms. Winslow's pleasant manner was loved by all in
the village. They. in turn, held the people of Sri
Lanka's North in high esteem and integrated
themselves with the locals, learning Tamil with such
success that Mr. Winslow was able tc publish an
Tamil to English dictionary. which became a vital

resource for all missionaries thenceforth.

At the time, women's place in society was limited to
household chores and caring for their families, but
Ms. Winslow took it upon herself to change this,
meeting with many challenges along the way as it was
a deep rooted conviction that girls did not need an
education. An unexpected thunderstorm one evening
pioved to be a harbinger of change, when it
compelled two little girls who used to wvisit
Mrs. Winslow in the afternoon to ride out the storm in
the company of the Winslows. Sometime later, one of
the girls was brought to Ms. Winslow with a request
that she be allowed toreside there.

decision taken in 8

~Movement tol

This
coincided with a

incident

1823 by the]
Amerv'ican

Foreign Missions

&S talb s (el
Female Central
School in Uduvil, |
a responsibility
that Ms. Winslow |
took on with|
abiding faith. In
her memoirs she writes: “If it is the will of God that

the school should come here, may we be prepared by
his spirit to enter on the work with right hearts...and
may the beginnings of this school be marked with His

specialblessing.”

The school began in the following year with 22
children and today holds the distinction of being the
first boarding school for girls in Asia. Ms. Winslow
hand-wrote her lesson-plans and spent her evenings
teaching the girls to sew. Even after the students
completed their studies, she saw to their well-being.
and helped them to get married and settle down.

In 1825, Ms. Winslow was taken ill and travelled o

Calcutta for treatment. While she was there, she

received the sad news of the death of her young
daughter who had remained in Sri Lanka. Ms.
Winslow returned to Uduvil in 1828 and writes in her
memoirs how difficult it was to get adequate rest
while continuing to fulfil the roles of Principal,
teacher, sewing mistress and matron all at once. A few
years later, she learned of the death of her son
Charles, who had gone to the United States for higher
education. Ms. Winslow was ‘broken hearted but
stoically carried out her duties uritil she died in 1833,
whereupon she was laid to rest in the Uduvil Church.
In 2001, the new Science Complex was dedicated to
Ms. Winslow’s memory and inaugurated by visiting
members of the Trustees of Jaffna College Funds.

*This article is an edited translation of 'amflu’. 2 _silsisiGsor sibanwwury = Galsdsn (wasotaus g’ by Ms. Shiranee

Mills —staff, Uduvil Girls’ College, first published in 1989,
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Ms. Eliza Agnew

fter Ms. Winslow's death, the American

Foreign Missions Movement requested the

services of two female missionaries to take
over the leadership of the school. Eliza Agnew and
Sarah Brown answered this call and journeyed to Sri
Lanka, but Ms. Brown was taken ill soon after her
arrival and was compelled. to return to the United
States. While it was uncommon, at the time, for a
young woman to take up residence in a foreign
country alone, Ms. Agnew stayed on with faith and
confidence, dedicating the next 40 years of her life to
the school, where she fondly became known as “The
Mother of a Thousand Daughters’.

The defining characteristics of the life of Eliza Agnew
were her tireless devotion to Uduvil and a steadfast
faith in God. She held a regular Bible class, which was
greatly enjoyed by all who attended. Her selfless
service was admired by the villagers and she became a
motherly figure to all in the school. Her love and care
allowed the school community to become a close knit
family unit and she remained in close contact with
students who had completed their schooling,
regularly visiting them at their homes to ensure that
they were living organized, healthy lives. She also
involved herself in the weddings of her students,
many of which were conducted within the school
premises, and personally presented each bride with
presents such as a mirror, a comb and yards of cloth.
Thehigh esteem in which she was held by her students
is evinced by the fact that immediately after their
‘wedding cefémonies, the brides would stop by to visit
Ms. Agnew, even before going to their own homes.

During Ms. Agnew's tenure, the school celebrated its
Golden Jubilee in 1874. Several festivities were held
to mark the occasion and a substantial contribution
was made by former pupils of the school to the
Spaulding Agnew Fund, which was to be used for the
education of the students in the school.

In her four decades as Principal, Ms. Agnew never
once returned to her home in the US, opting instead to
spend all her days in her adopted country, which she
referred to as an “Eden in the East” Tn 'a letter
welcoming her fellow missionariesthe Leitch sisters
Margaret and Mary, who arrived in Jaffna during Ms.
Agnew’s tenure, she writes:” “You are coming to
goodly country, where every prospect pleéses...This
society may prevent loneliness from usurping even a

small corner of your hearts.”

Ms. Agnew played a significant role in moulding the
school, remaining true to the vision of Ms. Winslow
while at the same time adding her own inimitable
touch. Her greatest gifts were her perseverance,
adaptability, good temper and ardent piety, all of
which were infused with her deep and true spirituality,
which she took pains to share with all whom she
encountered. During her final days, when she was
asked what she would like prayed for, she is said to
have replied: “Pray.for ,tbe women of Jaffna, that they
may come to-;Cbmgi@E’}'-

Ms. Agnew Ieﬁlgned as Ptmmpal in 1880 and spent
the remainder of her day'a i1 Jaffna, until she passed
away in 1886, when she was laid to rest in the
- : Missionary
Cemetery. In 2011,
the Eliza Agnew
Business Process
Outsourcing
Service Center was
dedicated to her
memory and
inaugurated as part
of the school's
Further Education

Programme.

*This article is compiled using an edited translation of *@j&afliy @bspowr]' by Ms. Chandrika Sadachcharam — staff,
Uduvil Girls’ College, first published in 1989, and extracts from the Eliza Agnew Number, pubhshed in 1939, including the

article ‘A By-Product’ by Mr. J. V. Chelliah
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Ms. Susan Howland

u s an
Howland
W a s

Principal in
1880

and oversaw a

February

« period of great
| change in the
With
English having

school.

become a daily,
compulsory
1870s, the
missionaries soon found that the standard of English

subject at Uduvil since the Iate

at the School was much higher than that of
Government schools in the area and so undertook the
task of preparing English examination papers for the
students.

As the academic standard of the school continued to
improve, Ms. Howland introduced a new rule that
only children above the age of 12 who had passed the
Fourth Standard examination in Government or
Tamil schools and had a basic knowledge of English
and Christianity would gain admission. By this time,
the school had grown tremendously with each grade
having been divided into five classes comprising 20
students each. Many of the students were boarded at
the hostel whereas the others travelled from home
daily.

Aware of the changing times and the needs and
interests of her students, Ms. Howland re-vamped the
entire academic curriculum, doing away with moral
science subjects and introducing in their place Sri
Lankan history and geography, Indian history (for the
6" and 7" Standard), and British History and the Book
of Hebrews (for the 8" Standard). Astronomy was
reintroduced to the school, much to the delight of the
students, who spent their evenings studying under the
stars. Music and sewing (embroidery) also flourished

appoiﬁted‘

at the time. Many students passed the 6" Standard
Examihation, giving Uduvil a higher percentage of
success than most Government schools. Under Ms.
Howland’s guidance, the choir went ff_om a fledgling
group of singers to a harmonious and formidable
force, which soon became the pride and joy of the

" school.

During Ms. Howland's tenure, the school was divided
into three sections: the Uduvil English Séhool, where
English grammar and literature were taught
alongside mathematics, geography, art and history; a
bi-lingual school; and a teacher training center, the
first ever to be established in the North. Those
enrolled in the training center were called ‘Queen's
Scholars’ and Ms. Howland saw to the well being of
In 1887, Ms. Sarah
Daniel passed out as the first trained teacher in Sri

each and every one of them.
Lanka's Northern Province, with three others
following in 1892. Along with adhering to their
rigorous academic curricula, Ms. Howland always

ensured that the students were progressing spiritually

as well, and in the early 1900s several students joined
the Christian Church.

In 1903, the Student Council and other clubs and
societies were formed. The number of classes per
grade was increased to eight, and in every class a
student was selected for the Student Council,
bringing about greater order and discipline in the
school. The hostel too continued to grow and a new
dining hall and sick room were constructed. The
expenses of the school were barely manageable at the
time and it was often difficult to meet the wage
requirements of the staff.

In 1911, Susan Howland retired after 33 years of
selfless service. After her retirement, she continued to
dedicate herself to empowering the women of Jaffna
who fondly referred to her as ‘Susan Amma’. She
lived among the poor and needy in Inuvil until her
death in 1933 when she was laid to rest in the

Missionary Cemetery. In 1985, the Susan Howland

Block was dedicated to her memory and to her

service.

*This article is an edited translation of ‘@G &6l OameTEVelIL. SIDEHLOWITT by Ms. Joyce Thambu — staff, Uduvil Girls’

College, first published in 1989.
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Ms. Lulu Bookwalter

ith great faith and courage, 23 year old
Lulu Gertrude Bookwalter arrived in
Jaffna from the United States in the
early 1900s and began her work as a missionary in
Uduvil. Upon Ms.
Bookwaiter took over as the fourth Principal of the

Howland's retirement, Ms.

school and served in this capacity for 30 years — from
1911 to 1941. As Sri Lanka moved closer to gaining
independence, many changes were occurring in both
cultural and academic spheres, and, attuned to the
changing times, Ms. Bookwalter encouraged her girls
to take up Eastern music, dancing and art, and the
school flourished in the arts during her tenure.

Ms. Bookwalter was a very kind person who had
immense faith in God and worked hard to ensure the
spiritual growth of her‘s’tudents. She preached the
Good News at assembly and during the daily hostel
sunset meeting, and her advice and sermons were
appreciated by all who heard them. An avid lover of
nature, Ms. Bookwalter established November 24 as
the school's birthday and planted many trees on that
day each year to mark the occasion. In recognition of
her love of nature, her successor Ms. Ariam Hudson
Paramasamy once remarked: “Ms. Bookwalter was
certainly like a tree planted by streams of water that
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not

wither”.

Ms. Bookwalter is gratefully remembered for her
many contributions to the school, especially the
construction of the chapel, which was beautifully
done in a manner that was in keeping with Eastern
culture, as well as the introduction of a Literary
Association, Prize Day, Staff Prayers, a Teachers'
Forum and other traditions, many of which endure to
this day. In the late 1930s, in an effort to reduce costs
and to meet the increasing needs of the growing
student body, the school also began to raise
vegetabies and poultry, and even secured a cow and
calves, much to Ms. Bookwalter’s delight!

During Ms. Bookwalter’s tenure, what was
previously known as the Uduvil English School
became Uduvil Girls' College, and the bi-lingual
school and training school that were in the same

compound were transferred elsewhere.

Ms. Bookwaiter always carried out her tasks with
thoroughness and faculty, and expected the same of
her staff and students. As a result, the dramas and
festivities held during her time were of a very high
standard. She was aiso constantly seeing to the
progress of the girls and ensuring that they would
grow to become valuable citizens of the country — a
difficult task in the mostly male dominated society of
the day - but one at which she persevered regardless.
Many of the students who completed their schooling
during her tenure went on to become doctors and
nurses, teachers and principals in hospitals and
schools across the country. She aiso placed a high
value on extracurricular activities and strove to
facilitate the enjoyment and appreciation of the arts,
as well as excellence in sports and embroidery.

In her Principal’s Report of 1939, Ms. Bookwalter
writes: “We shall get out of this peninsula what we put
into it, and the way to get is to give.” During her three
decades of service to the school, she epitomized these
words and in 1969, when the small, thatched roof hut
that Ms. Bookwalter used as her office — where she
spent most of her
time pondering
the future of the

school — was ! s Ly
replaced by our e e e - £
beautllful office --* ot o o
building, it was " ;_ﬁ\

dedicated to her
memory and to
her many years

of service.

*This article was compiled using an edited translation of ‘G&svell 1&BGeuTsoyi by Ms. P. Thambirajah — staff, Uduvil Girls’
College, first published in 1989, and Ms. Bookwalter’s 1939 ‘Principal’s Report’, published in the Eliza Agnew Number of

December 1939,
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Ms. Ariam Paramasamy

Ms. Ariam Paramasamy was the fifth Principal and the first Sri Lankan Principal of Uduvil Girls' College. In

recognition of her historic role, we reproduce here an edited version-of a tribute paid to her in 1975 by Ms. Joyce

Rosa — past pupil and former member of the staff, at a service of thanksgiving held in memory of.Ms.

Paramasamy. Ms. Rosa s tribute is followed by a recently penned appreciation by Ms. Suguna Rajendram —also

a past pupil and former member of the staff.

he year 1975 is a memorable one as it is
International Women's Year. Women all

over the world are meeting to bring about an
awareness of the rightful place and status of women.
The most worthy purpose of this year is the
strengthening ever more of the dignity and mission of

women.

It is most fitting that we who are gathered here today
should meet to thank God for the life of one of the
noblest and greatest women who have lived in our

tine and generation in this peninsula of ours.

I for my part feel awed and humbled that I should
stand before you to voice the sentiments of many who
have travelled life's way under the shadow of Ms.
Ariam Hudson Paramasamy — as pupils, as members
on the Staff when she held the reins of Uduvil as our
adored Principal, and later as friends.

When we got the news of Ms. Paramasamy's passing
on into the presence of the master whom she served
most faithfully, we thanked God for a full life of love
and service. I could almost hear the words of the
Master say “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” This to
me is no exaggeration; this was Ariacca — a good and
faithful servant of the Lord, ready to be called to her
home to continue her life in the presence of Jesus.

When we remember Ms. Paramasamy today 1 would
like just to highlight three outstanding characteristics
of hers. First, she was a faithful servant of the Master,
whose radiance she reflected in her everyday living.
Secondly, she was a great educationist, and organizer
and a perfectionist. Thirdly, she loved — she was a
greatlover of persons and areal and true friend.

=93

[ cannot remember a day when Ms. Paramasamy was
seen in the school or elsewhere careless in
appearance. She was always smartly dressed. Not one
hair on the head was out of place; her face was always

fresh; not a pleat on her saree was ever out of place.

She never wore a blouse that did not fit — she was
spick-and-span. I can very well recollect the girlish

~curiosity with which we looked forward to every
- change of Ms. Paramasamy's attire, which was very
~ often. The taste and variety with which she dressed is

beyond compare. The radiance and genuineness of
her smile with which she was always ready to greet
friends, acquaintances, parents or pupils reflected her
inner radiance. Ms. Paramasamy possessed a charm
that would win over anyone. That Ms. Paramasamy
was a true and dedicated servant of Jesus was always
evident. As little girls in Standard Six, we were
privileged to learn our Christianity under her. She not
only made us memorize hymns and Bible portions,
but she also created in our minds a vividness of the
meaning and essence of these passages.

Later as we matured as senior girls in school she

taught us how to pray — her talks and prayers both at

School and Staff Devotions inspired us. She breathed

into the soul of Uduvil a living awareness of the

presence of Jesus — through her ideas and life. I need

not enumerate the role she played in the life of the

larger Church, Diocese and the community at large.

Her services in these spheres were rendered
selflessly, untiringly and with ‘a sense of true

dedication and devotion. ‘

When Ms. Paramasamy was called upon to take the
role of the first national Principal of Uduvil, she took
up the challenge and we are both proud and honoured
that she filled the place and bfought Uduvil to such a



high level of achievement. In no way did she fali short
of the high ideals that were held by her missionary
predecessors.

As an educationist she excelled —'"The utmost for the

highest' was her motto. Nothing but the best would

ever satisfy her. I who have worked very closely with
her for many years as Secretary to the Staff know how
taxing it was to do and do and do again till I could do
no better. The toil, the tears, the heartache were great;
but the result was worth it all, and those who have
gone through the mill know how much her guidance
and discipline strengthened and trained us to stand the
storms oflife. .

“Nothing ever built arose to touch the skies,

Unless some man dreamed it should,

Some man believedthat it could, and

Some man willed that it must.” : s

Ariacca was that 'some man' for Uduvil. She ha& a -

dream for Uduvil and she did in reality bring that
dream to life. Whether in the classroom,” at
examinations, on the games field, on the sta.ge or in
Church she would permit the best or nothing at all.
Out of chaos she would inspire her staff to perform
something glorious and to perfection. No item was
put on stage that was second rate, no Anthem was
rendered in Church which did not pass through her
purging criticism. That is why Uduvil girls who have
gone through the hands of dedicated Principals like
Ms. Paramasamy, wherever they are, they are
different — for to them nothing can be less than the
best.

When the work was done and done to the best of one's
ability, Ariaccanever stinted in her praise, and'i,t came
from the bottom of her heart and to the point of
overflow. If ever you had done a job and done it well
and got home dog tired, there would be a note of thank
you. These notes, as most of you would remember,
were master pieces; if we had only made a collection
of them they would form a lovely booklet.

Ariacca is most affectionately remembered because
she loved. Hers was no ordinary love — she was a great
lover of people — a friend whose love spread its

tentacles very, very far —whether it was to family, her

~Ariacca's

circle of intimate friends, her staff, the helper staff;

acquaintances, those in the wider Church and even
out across the seas. She was there to share with us in
our joys and in our Sorrows, in out pains and in our
grief, in sickness and in health. What a tower of
strength she has been to many in times of difficulties!
To us the names of Uduvil and Ariacca are
synonymous, for we cannot think of one without the

-other.

When we left Uduvil and Were married, she would
embrace into her loving concern our marriage
partners. She would never write a letter to me alone. It
would always be: My dear Joyce and Christie. Such a
bond is difficult to break. Those who have been very
close to her know that hers is a unique love —because
when she loved she loved to overflowing. A good part
of her life she loved and lived for Uduvil. She
dedicated her life to the full and selflessly dreamed
and built up the Uduvil that it is today. Love as it were
was written across her heart. Ariacca gave and gave
and gave of herself to her Church, to her family, her
school, her community and her friends, and showed

us how to love.

When I heard of the beautiful tribute paid to her when
the pathway to her last resting plate was strewn with
flowers, [ was reminded of the saying,

“The path of a goodwoman is strewnwith flowers
But they rise behind her footsteps, not before them.’

Il

The girls who
have passed
through

hands . rise up
and call her
blessed: and as
she intercedes
for us in the
presence of the
Master, let us
foliow in her = -
footsteps to

live and love

and love.
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Ms. Saraswathy Somasundaram

araswathy Somasundaram held the reins as

Principal of Uduvil Gitls' College from 1970
: to 1981. An old girl of the school, Ms.
Somasundatam had been a keen student and during
her tenure as Principal, she strove to raise the
academic standards of the school, recognizing that
her primary responsibility was to ensure that her
students gained a sound education.

A devoted Christian, Ms. Somasundaram faced the
challenges of her position through faith and prayer,
spending many evenings in the quietude of the school
Chapel. She worked hard to ensure the spiritual
growth of her students and, true to that maxim, once
wrote: “We believe Uduvil is one of the outposts of
the Master we serve...If every child here comes to a
deeper awareness of her creator and thereby to a
keener appreciation of her place in God's total design,
then Uduvil has kept faith with her founders.”

Her focus on academic excellence did not preclude
Ms. Somasundaram from ensuring that Uduvil Girls'
College performed outstandingly in extracurricular
activities as well. During her tenure, the school
excelled in Netball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Chess,
Drama, Dance, Band and Music. The Choir was of
particular interest to her and she always ensured that
choir renditions were meticulously rehearsed, with
the choristers well groomed, and the décor and setting
serving to enhance the splendour of the performance.

Ms. Somasundaram was well versed in both English
and Tamil and wrote original Tami! plays fo be
performed by the students. English dramas were
produced to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of the
Queen and the Prime Ministers' Conference of 1977.
When 1681 was declared the International Year of the
Handicapped, Uduvil Girls' College co-produced a
Christmas programme together with Nufficld School,
Kaithady (a school for deaf and blind children), after

which the two schools sat down to a dinner hosted by k

Uduvil.

Ms. Somasundaram recognized the increasing
pressure on educational istitutions to produce young
people who could adapt to a developing
technological soctety. Commercial Arithmetic, and
Commercial English were introduced to the

-curriculum, paving the way for preparing students for

Pitman and Chamber of Commerce Examinations.
The increasing under-employment of graduates
resulted in the need for education that was
this, Ms.
Somasundaram supplemented the existing

employment-oriented, and recognizing

curriculum with meaningful vocational training that
was within the framework of a satisfying and broad-
based formal education structure.

During her tenure as Principal, Ms. Somasundaram
oversaw the expansion of the school hall as well as
the erection of the Paramasamy Memorial Hostel.
She also had an incredible knack for drawing out the
particular abilities of each and every staff member
and assigning responsibilities accordingly, and the
staff in turn did the same with their students,
drawing out and nurturing their individual skills
and talents. Students who struggled with either their
studies or their extracurricular activities could always
be sure of unstinted encouragement and guidance
from their Principal, who persevered until each of
them showed signs of improvement. All this endeared
Ms. Somasundaram to her students who respected
and admired
her dedication
and love. She
retired in 1981
after a decade
of service to the 8
school, and in |
2008
Saraswathy &

thel

Somasundaram
Memoriai
building was
dedicated to her

memory.

*This article is compiled using 'A Decade of Silent Achievement...Sept. 1970 — Dec. 1981 by Ms. R. S. Sathianathan, first
published in 1985, and'A Woman with a Vision' by Ms. Jebamanie Jesusagayam, first published in 2008.
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T GV
Selliah
joined the
staff of Uduvil
Girls> College in
1959, Serving as a
Mathematics and
‘Home Science
teacher before her

appointment as Vice

= Principal in 1970.
- She assumed the position of Principal in 1982 and led
the school with distinction for 23 years. Hers was an
“era of intense socio-political upheaval but she carried
out her vresp‘onsibilities with courage and fortitude,
placing the needs of the school above concerns for her
own Safefy, and trusting in God and the vision of her

predecessors.

In 1995, when many in the Jaffna peninsula were
displaced, the teachers and students of Uduvil were
forced to.leave the school and seek refuge elsewhere.
Some settled in the area of Chavakacheri while others
left to the Vanni. Even amidst great difficulty and
uncertainty, Dr. Selliah strove to continue the
educational activities of her students. When the
school organized educational facilities for students,
Dr.(Miss) C. V. Selliah who had gone to the U.S. to
~ attend the Board Meeting, upon her return, travelled
~ toKilinochi to be in charge of the establishment there.
- When the people of Jaffna eventually returned to their
homes, Dr. Selliah was faced with a vastly depleted
staff and student body. Nevertheless, she persevered,
working with great commitment to build the school
back to its former glory. She placed great importance

on the academic standards of the school and during
her tenure the number of students gaining entry into

university continued to grow, and in 1986, Uduvil

- Girls' College was placed first in the island in the

Commerce stream.

Dr. Selliah also recognized the importance of

extracurricular activities and the sports teams of

Uduvil Girls' Collree made steady progress, with the
school's first Basketball court being built under her
stewardship. She was also keen that the school
maintain its tradition of excellence in music and
drama, and ensured that all plays and choir recitals
performed by the students were in keeping with the
high standards of the school. When the school
celebrated 175 years in 1999, she oversaw the
celebrations, which were conducted with grandeur
and pervaded with a sense of thanksgivirig,' in
remembrance of all the blessings that the school had

received.

Dr. Selliah was a firm disciplinarian but was always
fair and understanding in her dealings with her staff
and students. She was an adroit leader who stood fast
to the decisions she made, seeing them through to
fruition under all circumstances. The school
continued to expand during her tenure and the Susan
Howland Block was opened in 1985, while the
Harriet Winslow Memorial Science Complex was
opened in 2001 by visiting members of the Trustees
of the Jaffna College Fund. A Gender Resource
Center, gifted by the Canadian International

Development Center, was also opened in 2001 and

continues to be in use today. After more than two
decades of dedicated service, Dr. Selliah retired as
Principal of Uduvil Girls' College in 2004 and has
continued to work for the betterment of the

community she serves.

*We are grateful to Ms. M. A. George and Rev. A.S. Thevagunananthan for their assistance in compiling this article.
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“T/M Present...

oday, Uduvil Girls' College is one of thie
finest schools in the Jaffna peninsula and in
the entire country. Over the past few years,
our'kstuden/t's have been Provincial Champions in
many -extracurricular activities and the school has
been regularly participating and excelling at National
level competitions for Athletics, Hockey, Basketball,
Quiz Competitions, Drama and Choir. The Eastern
Orchestra and the Western Band, continue to flourish.
On the academic front, the percentage of students to
successfully pass the Grade 5 Scholarship
examination as well as the O Level and A Level
examinations continues to improve and more and
more students are gaining university entrance for the
Arts, Business and Management, Law, Engineering,
Medicine and Science.

The driving force and inspiration behind the
continued success and progress of Uduvil Girls'
College is none other than our current Principal, Ms.
Shiranee Mills. Ms. Mills, an illustrious past pupil
and former staff member, assumed office as Principal
in 2005 and has ably led the school through times of
difficulty and change with immense faith and
couragc Her dynamic personality and kind nature
have secured
the respect and
love of both
the students
and the staff,
and her office
is always open
to all those
seeking advice

and counsel.

She is also an
accomplished

musician, and

her prowess as both a pianist and vocalist is clearly

evinced in the sterling performances « the school

choir, while her talent for drama has ensured that the

school consistently produces plays that are of an
extremely high standard.

In the eight years that she has completed as Principal

. of Uduvil Girls' College, Ms. Mills has overseen the

expansion and development of the school in multiple
spheres, while maintaining the values, traditions and

spirituality of its rich heritage. A new building has

been constructed, a new dorm added to the hostel, and
a tund has been recently established towards the
purchase of a school bus. The Basketball court has
been done up with state of the art facilities, and the
introduction of Hockey and Cricket as well as the re-
introduction of Badminton, and the steady progress
of the respective teams are a testament to her broader
vision and outlook on éducation, where

extracurricular activities play an important role.

She has also reached out to the wider community and
has begun an English Language Center and Western
Music initiative, which address the imperatives of a
holistic education. The once eagerly anticipated.
Talent Search for the youth of Jaffna was
recommenced in 2008 under the leadership of Uduvil
Girls' College, after a lapse of many years. In 2011,
the school spearheaded a Business Process
Outsourcing Center in partnership with the
Foundation for Assisting Rural Organizations, the
Information Technology Agency and Hayleys Pvt.
Lid. — a landmark initiative that has opened new
vistas and career opportunities for the youth of
Uduvil.

In Ms. Mills' short span at the helm, Uduvil Girls’
College has already made vast strides in academic
and extra curricular spheres, and under her able
stewardship the school will no doubt continue to be a
center of excellence and a benchmark among schools

in the country for years to come.

*We are ~rateful to Ms. S. Kalyanasundaresam for her assistance in compiling this article.
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; Remembering Ms. Eva Grainger

Ms. Eva Peek Grainger was a greatly loved teacher at Uduvil from 1936 to 1942. She kept in touch

with her students till the end of her days and was concerned for their welfare. Uduvil remembers her

with affection and deep respect.

Stephanie Kampas is the daughter of Ms. Grainger and has been in touch with her mother's col leagues
- and students, thus helping her communicate with her friends till the end. Ms.Grainger passed on to

| eternal rest on the 14th of January 201 3. Stephanie shares with us memories of her mother.

“We all know that those Peeks were amazingly bright, spirited
individuals. She went to school on horseback, she witnessed Grandpa k'
giving up his beloved horses for a tractor and moving from a horse and
buggy to a car, She talked of Grandpa's bright mind and inventive skills -
and how he brought water into their hoﬁse way before anyone else. She
saw Charles Lindberg land in a nearby farm and give rides and sleep in the
barn, thus the name barnstorming. She was on board the Dutch ship 'The
Jaegersfontein' which was steaming into Pear]l Harbor at 6:30am on Dec -
7th, whereby witnessing the attack ("The Jaegersfontein' was the first ally

to enter into the war when it opened fire that day). She was in Shanghai

and saw the Chinese gold removed from the Hong Kong Shanghai Bank
vault secretly in the middle of the night by Chiang Kai Shek as he fled to Formosa. Mom and I were on one of the

. last ships out of Shanghai before it fell to the Maoist army. Her generation witnessed the dawn of the nuclear 5

age, manned space launches and finally, a man on the moon. She lived without credit cards and bought only |

what she had funds for. She was amazed at the Mars Rover pictures, the Hubble telescope pictures, and

. . : . : . |
appreciated but never understood e mail, and those instant pictures by Polaroid were pure magic! Her downfall

was the cordless phone — she just never got it! [ would find it in drawers, in plants, a paperweight — of all the. |

- creative inventions she experienced, that phone always did her in. But she was so sweet and enduring it didn't |
. matter to us. She was a true helpmate, friend, mother and terrific grandmother. We feel more than blessed to
have had her with us in our home for 12.5 years. She will be greatly missed but she is in a better place. Her faith |

- inthe Lord was always present and sustained her through all the days of her life”.

Stephanie Kampas
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COMMISSIONING SERVICE FOR
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As a Missionary of the
AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS
TO CEYLON MISSION

Ar Tdina-Momingside Chusch
A% Gritmes Ave. 8o, Minneapohis, Minn,
FRIDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 17, 1941
at 4230 p. s
A e Anaial Meoting ot the
Twin Citles Assoctation of Congregationad Churches

Ms. Grainger's (omimissioning Service...

BIOGRAPHICAL

Muss Eva Magin Prx seas born at Frechorn,
Minnesota. She is 2 member of the Congre-
gational Church there. Following her gradu-
ation from Chedin College she was, for three
years, principal of Frechorn High School. In

1936 she salled for Ceslon o jom the staff of

the CGird’s English Scheol ar Udhayil, under 2
three-year term appeipmment by die American
Board of Commissioners for Forcign Mis-
sioms. She revwrned to Awerica Last year, and
dharing the past wister secured ber MA. from
Columbia University. Miss Peck expeas 1o
sail November 30th, 1o become the head of
the Uduvil English School, the oldest Girl's
Boarding School in Asia, Miss Peck bas the
peculiar advantage of going back 1w Ceylon
as a life worker whe has already acquired
use of the native Tamil tongue and a knowl-
edge of Ceylonese people and customs.

ORDER OF SERVICE
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We reproduce here a message from Ms. Grainger published in the Uduvil Magazine of
11950, released to commemorate the 125" Anniversary of the school.

e R

Greetings to Uduvil and congratulatio‘ns on one hundred and twenty five years of service to Jaffna girls! To stand
in therich tradition of Uduvil is both a proud and humbling experience. [ am grateful that [ had a few years in your
‘midst. ' '

It was good to move in a school where the importance of human relationships is of péramount importance and I‘
where all the school activities are framed not only to develop personality in the individual but also to inculcate
_respect for the personality of others. Someone has said that the only imperishable gift one can give another is the
%gift of personality.
%I have lived long enough in three separate cultures among three distinct races to realize that neither race nor
g, culture is the cause of our inter-global clashes. The solution to most of our social, economic and political ills lies |
in this recognition of the value of the individual. Education, particularly Christian education, wakens in us an
‘awareness of our inherent worth and the worth of our neighbor. Inevitably this process has caused stresses and i
' strains in society as under-privileged groups have challenged industrial exploitation, political imperialism, and !

' social suppression by class, caste, race or nation. But this is the stmg@e that comes when you “Know the Truth” |J

% and it sets you free. Cherish our traditions at home and in the cofnfnunity that others through you may know the :[
' Truth and be led into its freedom.

'Memories of Uduvil are rich and warm. Often I am beset by a deep yearning to walk again among you in familiar gl
paths. I hear the school bell sending us about our duties; I catch the throbbing beauty of lyrics ringing in the !
chapel; I see the compound dripping in tropical moonlight and once again I catch my breath at the blue of Jaffna |
skies. The heavy fragrance of the temple tree drifts on the night air and in my nostalgic dreams walk with me ybur ‘

‘ever dear familiar faces within Uduvil’s compound walls.

Ms. Eva Grainger

Freeborn,
Minnesota
USA

S

I T ———
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A Few Leaves from My Book of Remembrance

My reminiscences of Uduvil Girls' College in the
1940s 1s tinged with sadness, for many of my beloved
teachers have gracefully faded away from the face of
this world. [ believe that the remembrance of my past
devoted teachers needs some revival in the history
and record of this college because they took upon
their heads the cause of this college and its education
as the prime duty in their lives. They needed no
supervisors to supervise their work and they needed
neither incentives nor applause to maximize their
work. Their efficiency as teachers was at its apex and
par excellence. They were the pillars which
supported the edifice of Uduvil Girls' College, and, in
a way, it stands today to proclaim to the world their
mighty endeavour in establishing a school of
outstanding fame for the education of girls who seek
admission not only from Uduvil but from various

parts of the country.

When I was admitted at Uduvil Girls' College in 1945
after my primary education in a small rural school, |
was put in Special Class 1. Ms. R. Rasiah was my
class teacher. She lived in close proximity to the

school — only about a few yards away. She was not a

qualified lady by tdught all the subjects in the

Npiil

question: “Have you been to the post office?”. Ever

today 1 use this sentence to make my students.

understand the word “been”. In those days, we
received fortnightly reports that were personally
signed and commented on by the then Principal Ms.
Ariam Hudson Paramasamy, who was an
unparalleled principal among her contemporaries.
What a source of encouragement it was for clever
students to read her remarks. I am not blowing my
own trumpet when I say/that invariably I got excellent

remarks for my performance.
The same year, I was promoted to Special Class 2 as |

was very good in studies. Ms. Packiam Mann was my ‘

class teacher. She took special care to correct the
pronunciation of English words. Her usual chorus
was “Are you speaking in English?”, when the class

B

she made us undcrqtand tlns v‘?orﬁy usmg i

il

®ment (sole recipiént

the TAffnadistrict)

became noisy at times. This helped hier to maintain
silence in the class! She was a graduate teacher and
did yeoman service to promote English speaking and
writing among students. One Mr. Arulanandam from
Sanguvely taughtus Scripture. In the Special Classes,
needle work and hand work were also taught. Ms. R.
Ponniah taught handwork. We lcarnt to knit socks and
sweaters using two knitting needles, and skirt laces
by using a crochet hook. Ms. Kamala Chinniah taught
needlework, a useful skill for girls. We learnt several
types of stitches such as hem stitch, cross stitch, stem
stitch, darning and button holcs. We used 1o sew
garments for ourselves in the needlework class. Very
often Ms. Chinniah used to admonish children for not
bringing their sewing needles to class. The classes
~were bI]JOdelC and were combined with the Grade 1
class, who disliked the Special Class students and

used 0 snﬁ&mu&ggl tothe teachcr‘

B
ThiS uscfui %@ha{s&mﬂg i;%ﬁtﬁﬂad to be taught in
the other two classes also. Ms. Kirabal Snell taughtus

needlework and home science in the English
medium. Embroidery was taught in addition to needle
work. Ms. R. Rajaratnam also assisted in teaching
embroidery using sewing ncedles only, as machine

embroidery was not in force at that time.

The next year I was promoted to Form 1, where
Special Class students and Grade 5 students merge
into one class. So there was high competition. In
Form 1, we had several teachers teaching different
subjects. Ms. Gnani Aseervatham was our class
tcaéher. She was a conscientious teacher. She taught
English language, poems from 'Poefry for Pleasure’
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and stories from Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare and
so on. Ms. Pushpam Kanapathipillai too taught us
poetry. I still remember and relish the poem “The
Lady of Shallot”. Ms. Pushpam Kanapathipillai also
taught us Geometry. In those days, Arithmetic,
‘Algebra and Geometry were taught. as different
subjects. Ms. Flora Kanagathungam, Ms. Navamani
Mills, Ms. Belle Amarasingam and Ms. Saraswathy
Somasundaram handled those subjects. Normally,

Mathematics teachers were not popular among-

students. But 1 adored them and their teaching and
was always in their good books. Ms. Aseervatham
could tackle the other subjects like History,
Geography and Civics. An Indian by birth and a
graduate teacher Ms. A. John taught General Science.
Ms. Kamala Chinniah also taught Art. She had an Art
room to which we would march for art classes.

Ms. Joyce C hmhiah was our class teacher in Form 2.
She taught mdny subjects in that class. There were
many Enghsh books to be studied. She taught us the
use of 500 idioms from Practical English™ by
Samayéirlaikc. She was an English trained teacher and
could tackle any subject, including Geography,
History, Civics,
g‘gi"raining whenever there was a shortage of teachers.

7
i

Botany, Hygiene and Physical

rom Form 2, we were promoted to the Junior School
' Lpublic exam was held at the

the Northern Prov i
Stickney was our class teacher. She

language and literature. King Arthur and the Knight

ofthe Round Table was an interesting textbook. Ms. A .

George, - another Indian “teacher, taught General
Science 1 comprising Physms and Chemistry, and

Ms. A. John taught General Science 2 comprising

Botany and Zoology. Ms. V. Thiagarajah taught
Mathematics, Mr. S. Sivanadiyan taught Tamil
language and literature, and Ms. Joyce Chinniah
taught Geography. In the public NPTA exam held at
the end of the year, I got the highest number of
Distinctions. This was stated in a circular sent along
‘with the results sheet of 1949. Ms. Paramasamy came

tomy class topersonally congratulate me on my success.

Inthe prep. S.S. C.and S. S. C. proper classes, I studied
under many more teachers. Ms. Helen Packiam Mann

38

was our class teacher. Ms. Mann, Ms. Grace Rajuand
the then Archbishop's wife,
handled English language and literature. The English

Ms. Navaratnam,

textbooks were very difficult for us. Ms. Mann taught
Shakespeare's 'Julius Cacsar' and the long poem
'Ancient Mariner' from the poetry textbook. The -

“effort T took to study those textbooks helped me to

obtain the highest marks in my degree classes also.
(English was a compulsory subject for graduation in
India.) Mr. N. Veerasingam taught Chemistry, Ms.
Pavalam Snell taught Botany, Ms. George taught
Physics ‘and Mathematics, and Mr.
taught Tamil.

llamuruganar

‘In the lower forms, special subjects like dance and

music were taught. Ms. Suguna Hitchcock taught
country dance for one period a week. Ms. R.
Sittambalam came from Vembadi Girls' College to
teach English musi¢c. Ms. P. Suppiah took;-special
classes on Carnatic music for a fee of 16 rupees per
term. I studied Carnatic music under her andobtamcd

a prize formusic —abook on Beethoven.

[
Then there were others who were not on the t&v’J;g
staff but who rendered devoted dﬂd mva able

services for the welfare of the Collc@

Acca was the librarian and had a very
with the boisterous students. Ms. Lilian

playcd the plano for Assembly on Tu

v étheofﬁce
h}mdled the
he was the

were able to appr . y through her.
The special feature about the Co s

that there were three Snells and three Chinniahs who

that time was

lived in the vicinity of the College and one could see
them eternally running about in the premises on some
duty of the College, with strained countenances as

their concern for the College was so immense.

I am very fortunate to have founded my English
education at Uduvil Girls' College. 1 am still
continuing my service as a part time English teacher
in the same school, under a highly qualified and well
accomplished but very kind-and considerate Principal

Ms. Shiranee Mills
Ms. S. Kalyana:unddrcsan

Past Pupil and Sraff



Le#'s Laugh for 2 Change!

Recorded below are a few incidents which glve us a glimpse of the fun and ldughter experienced at Uduvil

Valliammai Acca (Matron), popularly known as Peria
Acca, is taken by Ms. Bookwalter (principal) on an
inspection of the Hostel dining room. Ms.
Bookwalter knows very little Tamil, and Perla Acca
very little English.

Ms. Bookwalter (pointing at flies hovering over a few
dining room tables): @& eisirsn?

Matron: “Lower school eienenasi @&l Gsbmiig,
plies plies plies.”

Ms. Bookwalter understands and moves on to the
dormitory where she sees water under a few beds. She

queries the matron aboutit.
Matron: “These gL msierd [tiles] are bad. Rain come,

wet girls, no sleep!”
% 3k %

Tea time in the Hostel dining room. There is a lot of
chatter and laughter — some standing, some sitting, all
drinking tea from saucers. Ms. Bookwalter walks in
angry and red in the face. She claps her hands loudly
and shouts: “Girls, put down your saucers. Saucers
are meant to hold cups, not to drink tea from! All of
you, run, run to the games field and pick up the
pebbles in the Tennis court.” Everyone makes a dash
to the court and picks up the pebbles. There is no
supervision but they do a good job — a lesson well
learnt about the use of saucers! The pebbles are piled
up and the girls get back. Ms. Bookwalter does not
check up —she trusts the girls. :

&3k

The Matron's son gets married and the following day
some well wishers ask her where the married couple

is. She replies: “asyemeu go Bonny Moon [honey

12

moon]!
bk & 3

The bell for choir practice peals. Just then my
daughter and I enter the gates. Choristers — boarders
and day scholars — trip in from all sides. Suddenly
they see Ms. Paramasamy in front of the Hall. Seeing
her, they all hurry up. She waits there till they all settle
down and then walks up.

Ms. Paramasamy: “At what time does your practice
start?”

Choristers: “8 o'clock.”

Ms. Paramasamy: “Look at the clock! More than 10
precious minutes have gone. What do you hope to
achieve from the rest of the time?”

She goes on and on. Suddenly I barge in.

Me: “Ms. Paramasamy could you please find out how
many have come having had their breakfast?”

Everbody is queried, including the pianist and the

choir mistress. None have had their breakfast.

Ms. Paramasamy (7o the office girl): “Go and tell
Nallammah Acca to prepare Pittu and
wLenL iurflwsy forabout 25 people.”

We continued with the practice and then proceeded to
the dining hall. Wasn't that a treat!
kK%

Ariam - later Ms. Paramasamy, our much loved
Principal — as a student in the Senior form, sits with
her friends in the last row in class. While the class
goes on, she keeps herself busy with her friends,
telling interesting stories and jokes. Mr. Stickney,
who is conducting the class, calls on her suddenly and
questions her about the lesson he is conducting. She
stands up and tries to frame an answer from the few
words that she has picked up from what he was
saying. Mr. Stickney says to the laughter of the rest of
the class: “Ariam, el6fien [5 SIQFFLIQHMS HBENID
Bur@&mrui. Come over and sit here in the front row.
That shall be your place hereafter.”

* %k

Mr. Arulanandham, the Tamil teacher, while taking a
class, calls for the translation of certain passages that
he had given for homework. The girls get up one by
one and read. One student has copied a translation
written by a very famous author. She gets up, and very
confidently and proudly reads it out to the class. Mr.
Arulanandham calls for her book and says: “seiten
ol apriddall G
@mBs subg Geor_@mprut!” The rest of the class

QeQenmTmeusst  FLllHaINenen S,
screams with laughter and the Master, who is so
tickled by his own remarks, laughs and laughs until
his shoulders shake uncontrollably and tears pour
down his cheeks!

~ Recollections of Ms. Esmy Niles
Past Pupil and former Staff Membger



Principal’s Report in Brief 2012

This report covers events from the latter part o£ 2011
to December 2012. I begin this report with our
thanks to the Trustees of Jaffna College Funds for
their continued support both financial and
otherwise and for their encouragement which
enables us to grow and perform better in the
academic as well as co curricular fields of the
school. The visit of the Trustees in February 2012
was a great event for us at school and we thank them

once again for sharing a whole day with us.

STUDENT COMPOSITION: From the Nursery
to the G.C.E. Advanced Level class (2014
Examination batch) we have approximately 1300

students onroll.

STAFF:

Academic staff: 73 members

Non academic staff: 15

Graduates: Ten

Trained Teachers: Seventeen
Diploma Holders: One

With P. G. Qualifications: Eighteen

This year too we have been fortunate in having more
teachersenroll in degree courses that would benefit
their teaching. Mrs. Satheeshini Thayaparan has
completed her Post Graduate Diploma in Education
in the University of Jaffna and has returned to
school to teach. Two of our teachers in the Upper
school, namely Mrs. Suganthy Saravanapavan and
Mrs. Nishanthini Murugathas successfully
completed their Master of Arts course (Sociology)
externally from the Madurai Kamraj University.
Almost all our teachers were able to avail
themselves of a teacher oriented computer
programme conducted by the Ministry of

Education.

We welcomed in our midst early this year a
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missionary volunteer and intern from Global
Ministries Miss Julianna Nitz, a Western Music

Graduate from the University ot Kentucky. Julianna

“assists in the Western Band by teaching wind

" instruments to our students, training them to play

the clarinet, the horn, the trombone and the trumpet.
Including wind instruments in our Western Band
will enrich our College Band and we hope that our
students will make the most of this opportunity.
Julianna also takes English lessons for our students.
We hope that her stay with us is mutually beneficial
and that she too benefits by serving in an institution
that is deeply rooted in the missionary heritage. We
thank the Global Ministries and the Trustees of

Jaffna College Funds for sponsoring Julianna's stay.

We are extremely saddened to see Mrs. Kala
Mahendrakumar retiring from service. In January
this year she completed 30 years of service in
school. Mrs. Mahendrakumar is a very talented and
dedicated teacher, who has served as the Junior
School Supervisor for many years. She is an
excellent pianist and has been closely involved in all
musical and dramatic productions of the school
through these many years. We are hopeful that she
will resume work in the school at least on a part-
time basis in the future. She has given of herself to
the school and will always be counted as part of the

school.

EXTERNALEVALUATION:

On the 27" of February this year the Zonal
Education Office conducted an external evaluation
of our school. As in the previous year, this year too it
was a full day exercise. The education officers spent
awhole school day interacting with the teachers and
observing classes. There was a sharing of views at
the end of the evaluation. Shared with you is an

evaluation table giving details.



Area Indicators Percentage
General Management 22 82%
Physical and Human 30 81%
Resources

Curriculum Management| 42 74%
Student Achievement 15 82% .
levels

THE SCHOOL & ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS:

G.C.E. Advanced Level Results —2011: A total of
74 students out of 107 who sat the examination are
eligible for University admission in 2011. Noting
the drop in the Commerce ’section; steps have been
taken this year to further imprové the performance
of students in the Commerce section through
seminars and workshops held within the school
premises. These seminars consist of modules that
are used outside at tuition centres. This helps our
students do their revision within the school itself.
This year's batch is expected to yield excellent
results. With the aim of upgrading university
admission of our science students and with the
cooperation of our science teachers, we have
arranged for outside lecturers to conduct extra
classes for the students in the school. We also wish
to record that one of our students in the Math section

is eligible for entrance to the engineering faculty

this year.
G. C. E. A/L Results - Commerce
| Year Sat Passed %
2003 39 20 51.28
2004 44 25 56.81
2005 41 30 73.17
2006 55 43 78.18
2007 32 24 75
2008 22 17 77.27
2009 18 14 77.7
2010 13 11 84.62
2011 18 8 44 .44

G. C. E. A/L Results - Science
Year Sat Passed %
2003 26 8 30.4
2004 21 4 14.05
2005 16 8 50
2006 16 7 43.75
2007 13 4 30.76
2008 15 4 27
2009 16 10 62.5
2010 19 11 57.89
2011 13 | 9 69.2
2. C. E. A/L Results - Maths

| Year Sat _ Passed %
2003 15 2 13.33
2004 18 6 33.33
2005 14 5 35.7
2006 9 4 44.44
2007 17 6 353
2008 11 4 36.36
2009 6 4 66.6
2010 5 4 80 |
2011 8 5 62.5

G. C. E. A/L Results - Arts

Year Sat Passed %

2003 | M3 27 62.79
2004 51 36 70.59
2005 45 32 71.11
2006 66 49 74.24
2007 51 44 86.27
2008 62 55 89
2009 71 56 72,7
2010 77 59 76.62
2011 68 52 76.47

University Entrance: 22 of our students are
entering the local Universities as against last year's
15 students. This is based on the cut-off marks
issued by the Department of Examinations. 10
students have entered the Arts Faculty as against last
year's 7. 7 students gain admission to the Science
Faculty, including an engineering student. And five
students as against last year's 2 in the Commerce

Section.
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G.C.E. O/L Examination 2011: The best results
for G. C. E. Ordinary Level was by Jathusa
Shanmuganathan who obtained A's in all her
subjects, totaling 9 A's in all. Four students obtained
8 A's and one student obtained 7 A's at the
Examination. It is noteworthy that 85% of our
students have passed the Math examination — which
is also an indicator that 85% of our students qualify
for the G.C.E. Advanced Level classes. A subject
based comparative results analysis in Maths issued

by the Zonal Department places Uduvil at the

topmostrange.

! G. C. E. O/L Results
Year Sat Qualified %
2003 84 51 60.7
2004 72 60 83.3
2005 126 91 72.2
2006 88 56 63
2007 121 90 74.38
2008 80 77 82
2009 90 76 84.4
2010 100 73+5 78
2011 67 57 85

Grade Five Scholarship Examination 2012: 148
was the cut off mark for Grade 5 students sitting
their scholarship examination this year. 22 of our
Grade 5 students have dbtaing;d over 148 marks in
the examination. Of the 86 that sat the examination

70 -smdents have obtained oVer 160 marks.

+ Grade 5 Scholarship Exam
| "Year Sat | Qualified Y%
2003 | 116 | ..29 25
2004 | 99 29 29
2005 | 97 22 23
2006 | 92 28 30
2007 | 108 26 | 24
008 | 123 46 374
2009 | 120 20 17
2010 | 116 41 353
2011 | 88 31 34
| 2012 | 86 2 | 26

CO-CURRICULARACTIVITIES:

SPORTS: At the provincial level Education
Department based Hockey matches held this year,
our Senior Hockey team earned the championship
for the fifth consecutive year and qualified for the
national games. Basketball emerged second runner

up both at the district and the provincial level and

the .team participated in the national competition.

They were commended by national coaches
watching the games. We have three Netball teams
i.e. Under 19 and Under 17 and Under 15. The
Under 15 Netball team participated in matches at
the District Level.

Continuous participation at the National level has
improved the quality of the play of our Hockey and
Basketball teams. Hockey players of our team who
were invited to take part in the selections for the
national pool of players, went for trials this year.
Although they made it only up to the top thirty, it
was a valuable experience for them. Our senior
Hockey Team once again competed in the
Anantharatnam Hockey tournament sponsored by
Jaffna College and emerged winners. We have been
fortunate in being able to erect a modern Basketball
setup with the newest equipment — the first of its
kind in the Northern Province — and hope to
organize more tournaments for the benefit of our
students and also for the schools of the Jaffna
District. One of our Basketball players had the
opportunify to paﬁicipate in the trials for »the‘

‘national Basketball pool this year. This experience

gave her good exposure to the game and also to the
process of selections. She in turn will now share

what she has learnt with the others in her team.

Our new Junior Basketball team won the
championship at the Provincial level matches held
this year and have been invited to participate at the
national level. Our Under Fifteen Hockey team

also emerged champion in the District tournaments



held this year. Lakshika Rajendran of the Hockey
team got to try for the national under 15 Hockey
players pool.

ATHLETICS: Our 4 X 100 Relay Teams (Under 21)

emerged champion at the Provincial Schools
Competitions this year breaking the Provincial
record with a record of 57.45s. They also emerged
Runner up in the 4 X 400 meter relay. This earned
four gold medals and four silver medals for the
school. We also commend Kamalene Mills and
Sivarakini Navarathinasamy who won gold medals
in the under nineteen and under seventeen High
Jump events respectively, at the Provincial Level.
Thus our school has won 6 Gold Medals and 4 silver
medals, this year as against last year's four gold
medals and one silver medal. The team went up for
the National Competitions in the Hambantota
national stadium. This is the second time our
students participated in the National Athletic
Competitions. The athletes participated in the over
19, 4x400 Relay and won the 5th place while two
students participated in the under 17 and under 19
High Jump event and were placed 7th and 8th

respectively at the national level

To Mr. P. Tharmakumaran, Sports Director, and Ms.
Bfighta Karunainathan, who assists him, a special
word of thanks. We also owe our thanks to Mr.
- Jegatheeswaran Sivakurunathan, who has taken up

training our Basketball team.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES: As in 2011, two of our
Bible Quiz teams won the zonal and provincial
championship in 2012 and participated at the
national level competitions held in Colombo. This
year too our, junior team emerged national
champion with one member of the junior team
receiving an award for best performance. It is

commendable that the Junior Bible Quiz Team of

our school has secured the national championship
for three years. To the teachers who trained the Bible
Quiz teams, namely Mrs. S. Jebaratnam, Ms. B.
Uthayanan and Mrs. J. Sutharshan, we owe a big
thank you. Mrs. B. Uthayanan deserves our special
thanks for training the Junior team, which has won

the Championship three times in recent years.

We celebrated the 100" Anniversary of the Student
Christian Movement together with other schools of
the country. The centennial celebrations were held
in Jaffna with the opening praise service in the
Cathedral at Vaddukoddai followed by a workshop
at Jaffna College. Uduvil hosted a few of the
students and had a workshop and bible studies
during the celebrations. It was a time of fellowship
and bonding for the students and was an echo of the
Uduvil Conference which was the first ecumenical
conference to be held in Sri Lanka. We are still
working at further building up our Student Christian

Movement.

TAMIL DAY COMPETITIONS: Hesitha Thananjayan
participated in the Divisional and Zonal level Essay
competition and emerged champion, thus
qualifying for performance at the Provincial Level.
Our dance troupe participated in a folk dance
competition organized by the Department of
Education and won the 2™ place at the Provincial
level. To Mrs. Thulasi Rajmohan and Mrs.
Satheeshini Thayaparan our thanks for their efforts
in the Dance Department. At the Divisional competitions
which is the first level of competitions, we obtained
places for individual and group singing. For Short
Story writing, Machayini Balasubramaniam won
the first place at the Divisional level and the second

place at the Zonal level.

ART EXHIBITION: An Art Exhibition “June
Splendour” was held this year by the G. C. E.

43-



Advanced Level Art Students of our school. It was a
two day programme which was open to the public.
A lecturer, from the Art & Design Department , Mr.
Balamurugan, was invited to declare open the
Exhibition. He did a comprehensive review of the
paintings and pointed out that such an exhibition has
not been held in Jaffna since the 1950's. He
commended the work of the students and their
teacher. Busloads of students from neighbouring
schools came to view the exhibition. Mr. S.
Arulramesh needs to be congratulated for his
untiring efforts at keeping the Art Department lively
and busy:.

T20 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ: Our children
participated in a Televised General Knowledge
Quiz programme designed on the concept of
Cricket. 11 of our students participated in a series of
such and met D. S. Senanayake College, Colombo
at the finals. The team also consisted of Cheer
Leaders (over 20 in number). Sharon Diluxshi
Bernard won the award for best performance in the
whole series. This was a thrilling experience for our
children. Our thanks to Mrs. Geetha Sasivarnan,
Mrs. Jeeva Amaladas and Ms. Balambikai
Shanmuganathan who took an interest in training

the students at the initial stages.

ENGLISH DAY ACTIVITIES: The Provincial Level
English Day Activities are over and we won the first
place in all four events that we took part in, at the
Provincial level - namely, Primary Singing, Primary
Drama, Senior Singing and Senior Poetic Drama.
The little ones performed a play about kindness
titled “Kindness is All you Need” and the Seniors
performed an extract from William Shakespeare's
Othello. The primary level singers sang a song titled
“It's a Time to be Happy” and the seniors sang a
chorus titled “The Shepherds’ Dance”. A total of
seventy one students are proud holders of first place

certificates by the Provincial Department.
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At the national level English Day competition, the
Senior Poetic Drama won the second place, with the
award for second best portrayal of her role going to
Machchajini Balasubramaniam, who played the
role of Emilia. The Primary play won the third place
at the National Level.

MATHS & SCIENCE QUIZ: In the Math quiz held this
year four students (two in the Tamil medium and
two in the English medium) were selected for
participation at the District Level. There were 10
participants in the Science Quiz and all of them
entered the zonal level competitions. Of these three

entered the provincial level competitions.

SOCIAL SCIENCE QUIZ: Three students participated
in the Social Science Quiz Competition held this
year. All three won places at the divisional level.
One student won the first place at the Zonal level
and the 2" place at the District Level. Four students

participated at the Provincial level.

MUSIC: Eastern Music: Our Easter service this
year was titled “Sonna padi Uyirthelunthaar”. We
held the service in the open air making use of the
beauty of the school garden. A dialogue among three
women — all wives of Roman Officials- perturbed
by the happenings of the time, formed the theme of
the service. The choir rendered beautiful songs,

trained by Miss Clara Arulanantham.

Western Music and Band: Western Music under
the direction of Mrs. Kala Mahendrakumar was a
prime focus of our school this year too. We are
fortunate to have had Miss Julianna Nitz with us this
year to assist us with the training of students in wind
instruments. As always in 2011 too Uduvil played a
prominent role in training the English and the Tamil
school choirs of the Combined Choir Festival
involving schools of Jaffna. In 2011 the Combined

Choirs of Jaffna celebrated their 60" anniversary. In



2012 The Ceylon Bible Society held its Combined
Choir Festival to commemorate the 200" Anniversary
of the Ceylon Bible Society. This too was a
combined schools and church event. Uduvil took
part in the event and played a special role in training
the combined choir. We held our Talent Search 2011
in October last year. This is a competition aimed at
giving an opportunity to the children of Jaffna to
listen and enjoy western music. This is the third time
Uduvil has been able to give an opportunity to the
children of Jaffna to showcase their talent in western
music. The last two times this event was sponsored
by the YMCA. Our thanks are due to Ms. J. Sutharshan

and Ms. Selvi Patrick for their able assistance.

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 2012: The Primary

Programme for 2012 was titled Christmas Splendour.

The choirs of Uduvil Girls’ College performed
around the theme “Mary, Did You Know? ", a popular
song. The Senior choir travelled to Colombo to
perform this Christmas musical to a packed hall at St.

Paul’s Milagiriya Church grounds.

FURTHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME (FEP): The
Further Education Program continues to grow with
programs that equip children with skills in
Computer, Music, English language and Business
skills. The highlight of the Further Education
Program in 2011 was the opepi’ng of the Business
Process Outsourcing centre which is a partnership

among Foundation for Assisting Rural Organizations,

( FARO - an NGO), Hayleys Pvt. Ltd. (a blue chip

company) and Uduvil Girls' College. The Centre was
jointly declared open by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel
Thiagarajah, Mr. Kapila Gunawardene, one of the
Directors of FARO and Miss Chitranganie of ICTA,
which is one of the funding organizations of this
venture. This programme is named after our second
principal Eliza Agnew. Work has been outsourced by

Hayleys to five of our students (trainee associates). A

Coordinator, who is also a past pupil of Uduvil Girls
College, has undergone training for a month at
Hayleys and has begun work in the BPO Centre.
Although there was a plan to recruit 20 trainees by
December last year, owing to various reasons
Hayleys has been able to give work to only Sof the 9
trainees at the Centre. As such we have had to stagger
the process of recruitment. The four trainees left out
by Hayleys are now being further trained by different
resource persons. Right now they are being trained
online on different aspects of computer programming.
Once their training is over they will either be
absorbed into the Hayleys programme or will be able
to seek jobs elsewhere with the training that they
have received. Our thanks go to Mr.Allen
Arumainayagam of Ceylonsoft for his willingness to
help us in our activities. Our aim is to have an
ongoing flow of trainees who are trained for work on
business process outsourcing programmes.
Currently we have a total number of 9 trainees and a
Coordinator working in the BPO Centre. Once a
review/ evaluation is done, we will be in a position to
increase the number of trainees. We are excited by

the possibilities that this centre holds.

We are continuing with the community English
language teaching and piano lessons. Our
community English classes are steadily increasing.
We sent thirteen students for Spoken English exams
held in Colombo in July this year. All of them have
done well. We also sent 18 students for their written
exams. We have also sent up students for their piano
examinations conducted by the Institute of Western
Music and Speech (IWMS). These students are
trained by Ms. Selvi Patrick. Our Accounting
Technicians course (aat) continues to benefit our
students. In December 2011, there were 22 students
who passed the Foundation Level Examination.
These students will move on to the next level (which
is the intermediate level) and will be sitting the exam

in2013. Eleven students have enrolled in the next
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batch of students at the Foundation Level. Learning a

business skill within the school programme is

advantageous for these students. [ am grateful to Ms.

Riophilla Alfred, Ms. Karunaseeli Aloysius, Ms. )

Chrisho Vimalarajan and Ms. Savitri Raja for their
continued interest and enthusiasm in this programme.
Our thanks are also due to Ms. Balambikai
Shanmuganathan for her assistance at the initial

stages.

AMBASSADOR FOR THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICAVISITS UDUVIL AGAIN

The Ambassador Her Excellency Patricia Butenis
visited our schoo! in January 2011. At the end of her
tenure as Ambassador this year, she expressed .the
wish to visit our school again before she left and
Uduvil hosted her once again. It was a homely
function during which we had a tree planting ceremony.
The Ambassador also viewed the Exhibition held by
the Art Department of our school and purchased a
painting of the school hall from-a student. Uduvil

also presented her with a painting.

THANK YOU: Our thanks are due to the Trustees of
Jaftna College Funds, to Bishop Thiagarajah and
Manager, Dr. Thayalini Thiagarajah, oeur
Administrative staff, consisting of the vice priicipal
and sectional heads of the school, the class
coordinators and the academic and office staft, for
their encouragement and kind assistance at all times.
We also express our appreciation to the Directors’of
Education of the Provincial, Zonal and Divisional

offices, for their ready help when approached.

A special word of thanks to Mr. Darwin Jeyaseelan
for his meticulous record of school events, thus

contributing to a comprehensive report.

To each and every member of the staff, I express my
thanks - for it is with the effort of each one of them
that the school is able to run smoothly. There are

those who work behind the scenes to bring
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wholesome results to the activities of the school and I

thank each one of them for their loyal support.

189™ YEAR : Uduvil Girls' College is into its 189"

year. The school was established in 1824 as the

_ “Female Central Boarding School”, the first of its

~ kind in the whole of Asia. Its first pupils were just a

handful of girls. We of the present day, pause a
moment to look back and marvel at the way in which
this school has grown, planted by its founders, on the
seed of faith and prayer. We read of the happy
moments our founders experienced when each soul
was won for the Lord and when each girl joined the
school and was willing to be educated - contrary to
the custom and tradition of that day. We also
remember the poignant moments of each of our
missionary principals and staff who in difficult
circumstances- separated from friends and family
and some losing their loved ones to disease -
forgetting their own sorrow and discomfort persisted
in sharing the good news and working hard to

educate the young girls under their care.

In September 1823, Mrs. Harriet Winslow wrote thus
in her memoir, “If it is the will of God that the school
should come here, may we be prepared by his Spirit
to enter on the work with right hearts, feeling our
helplessness and entire dependence on Him. As little
children may we look to our Father for his direction
and assistance in humility and faith and may the
beginnings of this school be marked with his special

blessing. ”

We claim these words for us today and as little
children look to our Creator for direction and
assistance in humility and faith, for it is humility and
faith that take us through hard times as well as happy
times. Yes! God has been good to us and even as |
share this report with you, I invite you to join our

school in praising God for mercies that endure.

Shiranee Mills
Principal



Prize List 2011

SPECIAL PRIZES
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Best Student G. C. E. Advanced Level

Arts: Inthuka Sriskantharajah
Science: Dafiniyaa Lloyd
Commerce: Thamilini Sribaskaran

EXCELLENCE IN CO CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

SPORTS
Player of the Year
Hockey: Mercy Andrews
Netball: Thisana Ranjan
Badminton: Not Awarded
SELECTED FOR PERFORMANCE AT NATIONAL LEVEL
Bible Quiz:

Junior Team — Provincial Champions and National Champions
Senior Team — Provincial Champions

ENGLISH DAY - Provincial Competition 2011

English Recitation: Nishara Anton Rajkumar — Gr. Three, 2" place
Atharshini Thivakaran — Gr. Five, 1% place
Mathushayini Shanthakumar — Gr. Six, 1" place
Shalomi Jebitha Jebaratnam — Gr. Nine, 1" place

Saambavi Sivaji (Impromptu) — Gr. Twelve, 1% place

English Drama: Junior Dialogue Drama, “The Virtue of Giving” — 1" place
Senior Poetic Drama, “Antigone” — 1" place

National Level winner: Drama - Second Best Portrayal — Thilakshika Sivabalasubramaniam
Group Singing: Provincial Champions
Primary Group — 1

Primary Group — II
Junior Group

ATHLETICS

Kamalene Mills — First Runner up, Provincial Level Games, High Jump

YEAR FIVE SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS

2011 - 22 winners
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Memorial Prizes

In Memory

Subject

Recipient

Mrs. Harriet Winslow

Student of the Year

Saambavi Sivaji

Miss Eliza Agnew

All Round Student- Grades 11- 13

Philonoe Kamalene Mills

Miss Susan Howland

All Round Student- Grades 6-10

Machchajini Balasubramanian

Miss Lulu Gertrude Bookwalter

All Round Student- Grades 1-5

Santhuja Kirubakaran

e

Aiss Ariam Hudson Paramasamy

Y
Principal 1941 -1970

Student Councillor of the Year

Aarani Selvendrakumar

Frina Elagunathan

Mrs. Saraswathy Semasundaram

Leader of the Year

Dilakshi Thevagunananthan

Mr. & Mrs. K. A. Scliish

Sense of Responsibility, Hostel

Juliet Sugumar

Mrs. Saraswathy Somasundaram | Mathematics Dafiniyaa Lloyd
Principal 1970 — 1981

Mrs. Kamala Sugunarajah Art Anne Shayame David
Mrs. Saro Vadivelu & Geography Kirushika Srikanthan

Mrs. P. Ponniah

Miss Ruth Mann

Dramatics - Tamil

Dilani Paramsothymoorthy

Miss Ruth Mann

Information and Communication

Technology

Thuvaraga Kantharuban

Mrs. Rasu Chanmugam

Prize for English Literature

Prathakshana Sivasubramaniya

Mrs. Muthumalar Namasivayam

Best Science Student

Not Awarded

Mrs. Nesamma Kadirgamar

English Prize Middle School

Thevamirtha Thayaparan

Mrs. Rose Solomon

English Prize Primary School

Atharshini Thivakaran

Mr. J.J. Niles

Western Music — Senior School

Philonoe Kamalene Mills

Shalomi Jebaratnam

Mrs. Christmas

Western Music Junior School

Not Awarded

Mr. Karalasingam awarded in

memory of his father

Carnatic Music

Suganya Jeyatharan

Mr. J. J. Niles

Dramatics (English)

Philonoe Kamalene Mills

Mrs. Sellathurai

Tamil Prize

Thasajini Sarvanantham

Special Prize (Prize awarded by | Best Basketball player Philonoe Kamalene Mills
Mr. Thavayogarajah)
Mr. Arasakone Solomon Divinity Inthuka Sriskantharajah

Mrs. Victoria Ratnam Sebastian

Oriental Dance

Subekka Srishanmugarajah

Mrs. Rasu Chanmugam

Best Results, G.C.E O/L:

Jathusha Shanmuganathan

Mrs. Ranee Kulanayagam nee Welch

Poet of the Year

Saambavi Sivaji

‘Miss H. P. Gunaratnam

" English Prize Upper School

Saambavi Sivaji
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For the past 31 years, Ms. Ké&a Mahendrakumar has been a ﬁxture
behmd»the‘plano atdaily prayers’assembly and almost every special
occasion that the school has celebrate(ﬂncludmg the Carol Service,
Comblned Carols performances the Easter Bhajanai and, Parents
Day programmes to name a few. Togethel with the Pr1n01pal Ms.
Mills, Ms. Mahendrakumar has trained the choirs of Uduvil Gitls'
College for English Day competltlons and many other choral
recitals, and her skill and expertise have been instrumental in the
outstanding performances of the Primary, Junior and Senior choirs
over the years. She is a beloved member of the school community
and says that it is the dedication and sacrifice of the missionaries
who founded and built the school that inspire her to remain part of its

glorious tradition. Her favourite moments are listening to the

laughter and greetings of'the little ones as well as watching the hurried dispersing of older students when they see

her approaching from afar! With just the right blend of firmness and compassion, Ms. Mahendrakumar is indeed

one of Uduvil's greatest assets and has made an indelible mark on the growth of the school.

Ms. Suneeta Jebaratnam

An old girl of Uduvil Girls' College, Ms. Suneeta Jebaratnam joined
the staff in 1988 as a Christianity teacher. She has seen the school
advance greatly in curricular and co-curricular activities during her
24 years and makes special mention of the recent ICT programmes
made available for students from Grade 1 onwards as a great
initiative. She credits Uduvil for having inculcated in her good values
and for teaching her to live a good, Christian life. Her favourite

Principal is Ms. Saraswathy Somasundaram and Ms. Jebaratnam =

recalls with fondness the activities on Ms. Somasundaram's farewell
day when Ms. Jebaratnam dressed up in one of the former Principal's
sarees and imitated her. Ms. Jebaratnam is today the Vice Principal of

Uduvil Girls' College and says she hopes to see the school excel in all spheres in the yearsto come.

Ms. Saraswathi Sivalingaraja

Ms. Saraswathi Sivalingaraja joined Uduvil Girls' College
! in 1986 as a Tamil teacher. She remembers being nervous
about joining as a young teacher, but séys that the school
community soon became her family and that the welcoming
school environment made her feel completely at home. Her
proudest moment was in 2006 when 22 students gained
- - University entrance and seven students in her Arts stream
| class got 3As for their A Levels. She has served the school
faithfully for 26 years and hopes to continue to contribute to
- ltsprogress and development.
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Ms. Manjula Ananthanayagam -

{ Ms. Manjula Ananthnayagam joined Uduvil Girls' College as a Primary
K teacher in 1982 and says she has spent most of her life within the precincts of
the school. An old girl of Uduvil, Ms. Ananthanayagam-was boarded at the
| Hostel from an early age and recalls with pleasure the fun she had as a
“Bubble” in the Bubbies dormitory, where story-time was eagerly
- anticipated every night after dinner. The love and care she received from her
own teachers inspired her to follow in their footsteps, and she has carried on
the tradition of loyaity and selfless dedication for which Uduvil Girls'
College is so well known. Ms. Ananthanayagam is also involved in the
extracurricular activities of the school and has accompanied students outside
- Jaftna for many events and competitions. She says that her love for the school
continues to grow as the years pass and she hopes to contribute to its progress

and development for many years to come.

Ms. Clara Arulananthan

Having initially planned to do medicine, Ms. Clara
Arulananthan found her calling as a teacher and joined
Uduvil Girls' College in 1984. She teaches Eastern
music to students from Grades 6 to A/Levels and is also
in charge of the school's flourishing Eastern Music
orchestra. For her, the highlights of the school year are
training her students for the Easter Bhajanai as well as
for the Carol Service, Tamil Day, English Day and all
other special occasions. She recalls with gratitude how

upon returning to Uduvil after a period of displacement
in 1995, she found the school's musical instruments unharmed, even though much of the school had been
damaged. Ms. Arulananthan has seen the school change greatly during her 27 years of service and she looks
forward to continuing to spread her love of music to her students for many.years to come.

Ms. Mary Gnanamalar Sylvester

Ms. Mary Gnanamalar Sylvester hails from the nearby town of Chunnakam
and joined Uduvil in 1982 as a Primary teacher. She is greatly involved in
the extracurricular activities of the school and enjoys working with students

of different talents and abilities. She has accompanied students on trips
| outside Jaffna for various competitions even during the height of the ethnic
conflict, when travel out of Jaffna was difficult and tiresome, requiring
numerous modes of transport by land and sea — some of which resulted in
the students and teachers becoming sick and dehydrated. In her 30 years at
the school, Ms. Sylvester has witnessed many changes and says that the
love and respect she receives from the staff and students, and the love she in
turn has for each of them, continue make her time at the school immensely
enjoyable.




Ms. Mary Arunthathy George

Ms. Mary Arunthathy George joined Uduvil Girls' College _ -' i 1\{‘%\1 I i ‘; ¢ m g

in 1971 and served as a lab assistant before working in the T : _ - 1g - j \“\' . A

school's Accounts department. She was also involved in B r@a 4P M AR
AT .
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the school’s netballteam during a period of great {4
development in the team’s history. She recalls the time of
the occupation of the Indian army as beiné the most £
chalienging during her time at Uduvil and is grateful for
the support of all who helped at the time. One of Ms.

George's most memorable moments was in the 1970s,
when one evening the teachers had been marking the track in preparation for the sports meet and she had been
walking towards the grounds 'with a Petromax lantern, only to fall on her way there. As others rushed to her aid,
her first act had been to enquire about the condition of the lantern! This incident had been related to Ms.
Saraswathy Somasundaram, who was the Principal at the time, and she had spoken of it at assembly where the
entire school had appreciated Ms. George's dedication and commitment to her work. Today, Ms. George remains
avaluable asset to the library and is always available to serve her school.

Ms. Selvarani Sellathurai

An old girl of Uduvil Girls' College, Ms. Selvarani Sellathurai was eager
to give back to her alma mater and joined the school as an English teacher
in 1980. Her vibrant personality and ever present smile have endeared her
to both the staff and students, and she is always ready to support the school
wholeheartedly in all its endeavours. Ms. Sellathurai is also involved in

¥ the school's extracurricular activities and regularly %ccompanies students
: participating in competitions held outside Jaffna. éhe is very appreciative
- ofthelove and friendship she receives from the staff and students and says
that UGC has become her second home. She is proud of the schoo!'s many
achievements, most notably in the fields of sports and English Day and
- Tamil Day activities, and hopes that the school will continue to go from

strength to strength.

Mr. S. S. Manoharan

In 1983, Mr. S. S. Manoharan joined Uduvil Girls' §&
College as a Logic teacher and has served the school
faithfully for 29 years. He says his love and affection [ "
for the school continues to grow as the years passand he &
enjoys being a part of the Uduvil family. His pleasant
disposition and charm have made him a favourite
among the students, who admire his ability to maintain
classroom discipline at all times. One of Mr.
Manoharan's most memorable moments during his

years at Uduvil was in 1986, when the school was § ,
placed first in the island in the Commerce stream. He says he is pleased and proud to be working in the first girls’
boarding school in Asia and hopes that the school will continue to maintain its academic standards, with more

and more students gaining entrance to university in the coming years.
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The Etsga Agnews EPO

he Further Education Programme (FEP) of

Uduvil Girls' College has been in existence

since the 1970s and has proven immensely
beneficial to the numerous students who have learned
shorthand typing, sat for French examinations and
attended teacher training courses during four decades
ofits establishment.

In more recent times, the increasing demand for
marketable skills and mounting youth unemployment
gave rise to the structure of the FEP moving more
towards employment-centric skills and programmes.
It was therefore most opportune that the school was
approached in early 2011 by the Foundation for
Assisting Rural Organizations (FARO), who were
seeking to expand their unique Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) model, for the benefit of rural
youth.

The subsequent
Eliza Agnew

AP0 Savuire Comber Bt

involvement of
the Information
Communication
Technology (ICT)
Agency of Sri

s

Lanka resulted in

Ms. Chithranganie Mubarak and Mr. th e pr oject
Kapila Gunewardena unveil the plaque.

becoming
community based, and after much hard work and
deliberation, the Eliza Agnew Business Process
Outsourcing Service Center was launched in July of
that same year.

The objective of this endeavour is to establish an
ongoing training center aimed at providing the youth
of Uduvil economic opportunities and business
entrepreneurship skills in the IT industry. The Center
is located within the premises of Uduvil Girls'
College and the school provides the critical
overseeing role required for its development and

governance.

The BPO center began with ten trainee members,
seven of whom were past pupils of Uduvil Girls’

S el e L
Principal Ms. Shiranee Mills with Chief Guests Rt. Rev. Dr.
Daniel Thiagarajah, Ms. Chitranganie Mubarak and Mr. Kapila
Gunewardena

College. Training was provided by Hayleys Pvt. Ltd.
and six of the trainee members were eventually
employed as trainee associates of the company. These
trainee associates continue to carry out their work
relating to data entry and indexing from the BPO
Center and are supervised by a coordinator. The other
trainees were employed in September 2012 by

Ceylon Soft and B
eylon Soft an. lﬁ\i m
o

tasked with soft
ware testing and |

web design.

This endeavour
is indeed a
unique and
invaluable opportunity for young school leavers to
gain work experience and embark on a career in the
growing BPO industry  immediately upon
completion of their A/L Examination. The trainee
associates, who are keenly aware of the benefits of’
the Center, expressed their gratitude and appreciation
to the school, FARO, ICTA, Hayleys Pvt. Ltd. and

Ceylon Soft.

(L-R): Kajeeva Shadrasegaram, Keerthika Srikanthan, Sakthiya
Rajathurai, Chitra Kajananan (Coordinator - Hayleys Pvt. Ltd.),
Suganya Jeyatharan, Vinojah Vijayaratnam, Mekala Sivagnanamy
Pavithra Mohanathasan

Absent: Sobitha Elango, Pirasanya Rajaratnam
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he English Language Center and Western
Music Initiative, of Uduvil is aimed at
providing children in the Uduvil community
with access to both spoken and written English as

well as exposure to Western music.

Being a private school, the curricula of Uduvil Girls’
College includes English from Nursery level
onwards. Hence, this initiative allows children from
all schools in the area, who would otherwise begin
their English education later in life, to start from an

earlier and arguably more influential age.

In addition, this endeavour aims to address the
decline in recent times of societal interest in Western
music, which was once an integral part of Jaffna

society, and as more and more children learn to

appreciate and read Western music, the eventual goal
of establishing a music academy appears within

reach.

This initiative focuses primarily on children between
the age group of 7 to 12 years and follows the syllabi
of the Institute of Western Music and Speech
(IWMS). The English Language Center currently has
over 50 students enrolled while the Western Music
Initiative has nearly 20 students studying both music
theory and piano. Multiple batches of children have
successfully sat for examinations in both written and
spoken English as well as practical music
examinations, obtaining excellent results in both
disciplines — a clear indication of the success of this

worthy endeavour and auguring well for its future

development.
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eachers play a vital role in our

lives. In addition to the

lessons they teach us in the
classroom, they lead us on the right
path and groom us to develop good
character and to be good citizens. They
provide us with courage to face even
the most difficult challenges in life and
the resilience to keep going even when
we fail.

Teachers' Day 1s celebrated with great
enthusiasm in many parts of the world.
Here at Uduvil, we too celebrate
Teachers' Day on a grand scale to
honour our teachers. This year, we
started our Teachers’ Day celebrations
a day early, with a keenly contested
cricket match between two teams made
up of members of the staff. The
following day, after prayers, we began
with a 'Teachers vs. Students'
basketball match, in which the teachers
proved victorious —but only by a very
small margin! After that, the teachers
were escorted to the main hall in
procession by our flag bearing Head
Prefect and the school band. As they
entered the hall, the students showered

their teachers with petals of flowers .

and applause, as befitting our cultural
traditions of showing respect.

The day's programme, organized
entirely by the students, then began
with a prayer, after which the teachers
were garlanded and given a gift as a
token of the students' gratitude. After
that, dance items, songs and plays were

performed by both the students and the
staff, and the day's festivities came to a
close with lunch at the hostel organized
for the teachers.

Uduvil Girls' College has an illustrious
history, of which we can be truly proud.
In the course of the past 189 years,
many have passed through these
hallways and the school has maintained
its tradition of excellence due to the
hard work and dedication of each and
every staff member who served the

school with distinction.

We at Uduvil are extremely fortunate
and grateful to have the teachers we do.
Our teachers routinely and sincerely
concern themselves with the spiritual
and academic growth of each of us;
they involve themselves in
extracurricular activities and nurture
our talents, providing us with every

opportunity to excel.

A true teacher is not one who only
teaches lessons in a classroom. Rather,
she or he serves as a guide in each and
every sphere of life, encouraging us
along with just the right balance of
firmness and gentleness. At Uduvil we
have been blessed with just such
teachers to whom we owe a debt of
gratitude, for which one day's
festivities hardly suffice.

Dilakshi Thevagunanandan
A/Level Arts, 2012
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he Teachers’” Day holiday was
commemorated splendidly
with both the school as well as
the hostel children honoring their
educators. A cricket match was held for
the teaching masters and a students-
versus-teachers basketball match for
all.
commemorated with much singing,

Of course the day was also

dancing, acting and merriment. -

As a new teacher and as a foreigner, [
have a unique perspective on the
holiday. In the United States, the day is
typically celebrated quietly with
teachers receiving a small gift from the
school and a few small gifts from their
favorite pupils. No additional time is
ever taken to truly thank them, but here
at Uduvil, I was made to feel like a
queen! The students here are so deeply
appreciative of their education and
ALL those who are
preparing them for their future.

involved in
Students showered us with garlands of
flowers and candy and were providing
us with more drinks and snacks than
we could hold. And of course all the
students wished to give us each a warm
handshake and verbal thanks.

As an afternoon treat, classes were
dismissed early and we all proceeded
to the field to watch the masters at their
cricket match. The female teachers
gladly found chairs in the shade, and
the students donned drums and

cymbals to cheer on each team.

We were also 'gifted’ with a Friday free
of teaching (though [ suspect the
students didn't view this as any terrible
sacrifice!) The morning was a chance
for the teachers to face off agaiﬁst the
younger basketball team, and though
the teachers prevailed, the students
made for a very difficult opponent!
And afterward we were ushered into
the hall where we were showered with
thousands of flowers before settling in

for an artistic show of song and dance.

The hostel children also gave an
evening program to demonstrate their
gratitude for us. They had many
dramas acted out by each of the
dormitories. One drama featured each
of the teachers individually and each
were serenaded and presented with a
rose. And two of my band students
surprised us by performing some solos
and duets demonstrating their

advancing clarinet skills.
All together, it was so well
orchestrated by the students, and I
know all of the teachers felt the
admiration and love of their pupils. It
was by far, my most memorable
Teacher's Day, and I can tell that the
Uduvil students clearly treasure their
school and their teachers, and likewise,
the teachers treasure their students.

Julianna Nitz

Missionary




he Trustees of Jaffna College Funds

(TJCF) have been a pillar of support and

strength for Uduvil Girls' College. TICF
provides invaluable funds to the school, assisting
with its smooth running and enabling us to further
our academic and extracurricular activities. The
annual TJCF board meeting is attended by
representatives of the institutions that the fund
assists and our Principal too presents a progress
report on Uduvil Girls' College at this meeting each

year.

In February
2012, some
§ trustees of
TICF visited

first visit in over a
decade (they last
visited in 2001, i} & ,

when they inaugurated the Harriet Winslow
Memorial Science Complex) and the excitement
leading up to their arrival was immense. On the big
day, the students lined up on both sides of the road
waving blue and white flags to welcome the visitors.
Our staff garlanded them with Uduvil's signature
clove garlands and they were led to the mission
house in procession by the Head Girl, Games
Captain and the school band.

A full day's [ e —— e
programme of o T 1.8

song, dance [l £
and drama | g &

Al
commenced at | .

10 am, with
our little ones
from the ™S - N

nursery and B e ey : \- ) o
primary school starting things off beautifully. They
were followed by the Eastern Orchestra and then by a
unique dramatization of the beginnings of Uduvil
Girls' College. Our senior choir was up next with a
superb rendition of Beethoven's Hallelujah Chorus,
which received a standing ovation from our

distinguished guests.

After lunch,
there was more
music to
follow, with a
dance recital
performed
outside the
Jubilee Hall by
students attired in their respective house colours of

red, green, yellow and blue. It was an explosion of
colour and merriment, and the trustees could not help
but join in the fun, kicking up their heels and
dancing along with us! Finally, after posing for a
grand group photograph, Uduvil bade a sad good bye
to the Trustees. The Staff and students then escorted
them to their bus. It was truly a wonderful day that
we Uduvilites will not forget for a long time to come.

-_—




“Mem 'ries don’t leave like people do...”

Members of the Trustees of Jaffna College Funds who have gone beyond the veil in recent years...

John Bicknell: January 14, 2006 Karen Kelly: May 17, 2008

Eric Gass: December 10, 2011

Leroy S. Rouner: February 11, 2006
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After years of having fallen by the wayside,

TRLENT & ) the once eagerly anticipated Talent Search was 2
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revived in 2008 under the leadership of Uduvil
Girls' College. : 0

The aim of this endeavour is to promote an
interest and awareness of Western Music and it 0
is open to participation from students across
the Jjaffna Peninsula, in both individual and
group categories . g
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Ka.!mlene Mills (above) and The Mimis (topmost) —
winners of the Senior Solo Singing and Group Singing
categorics respectively.
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school for girls in
Asia, Uduvil Girls'
College has much
to be proud of.
Since the storm
that forced two
little girls to stay
overnight with the
Winslows at the
Mission House in
1823, the hostel has grown in leaps and bounds, and
is today home to 90 students, ranging from Primary
school children to those in the A/Level classes. The
current hostel building, known as the Ariam Hudson
Paramasamy Memorial Hostel, was inangurated in
1981, under the stewardship of Ms. Saraswathy
Somasundaram, in memory of Uduvil's first Sri
Lankan Principal, and houses four dormitories,
namely, Ruby, Sapphire, Diamond and Emerald. The
oldest dormitories Dawn, South Point and the newest

Topaz are located elsewhere on the premises.

The hostel is run by a small and dedicated statf,
comprising the Assistant Warden, the Matron and the
teachers in charge of each dormitory, who are known
as 'House Mothers'. This group of people can often
be seen scurrying about the school attending to their
many duties, never seeming to tire or slow down.
This is especially so of Assistant Hostel Warden
Sivarani Suntharalingam, better known to all as
'Bobby', whose boundless energy is evinced in her
speedy gait and ready invelvement in all school

activities!

Bobby first entered Uduvil Girls' College in 1999,
when she came to visit her elder sister who was
boarded in the school hostel. An unexpected
encounter on the same visit with then Principal Dr. C.
V. Selliah, led to Bobby deciding to enroll at Uduvil

where she joined her sister as a hosteller. Soon after

\indbeg . VO

addmon to those responsibilities, also serves as a
m‘emfm of the Office Staff. She is usually the first to
wake up in the hostel and is often the last to go to bed
atnight. When asked where she gets her energy from,
she replies

simply that

Uduvil is her 1’

home and her
only wish is J KL
to serve it

well — a
|

desire that mee—

spurs her on Dawn - the oldest dormitory

evenin trying times.

With its familial atmosphere, the Uduvil Girls'
College Hostel is, for many, a home away from home
and the girls often say that they prefer staying in the
hostel with their friends to going to their own homes!
When school finishes, the students have lunch and
spend their afternoons in the school grounds, helping
themselves to the Mangoes and Jak fruit that are
found in abundance when in season. After prayers,

they spend their evenings studying until dinnertime,

which 1s always a lively

affair that takes place in
the spacious hostel

dining room, The girls

also have wvarious
chores that range
from washing
clothes to keeping
their dorms clean — the latter being of particular
significance as the cleanest dorm is announced at
Assembly each week, with its occupants receiving a

round of applause for their efforts.

30
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h&her Principal's Reportgé

okwalter writes: “Any

chool will testify to the vai
life...Here are opportunit
development of i1 e'p‘én(?ebﬁce ~and
originality. .. There is stimulation of workmg\:w}ﬂ&\,\_ w
others are at work...Best of'all, [the girls] learn how i
to get along with other people and what could be a
more valued quality than that.” The hostellers of
Uduvil Girls' College past and present certainly bear
testimony to these words and would no doubt concur
that they are all the richer for having been a part of

the Uduvil Hostel experience.

Hootellens UWhite. . .

We go through many stages in our lives. School life is perhaps the best and most unforgettable of these and to
have this supplemented with hostel life is indeed a blessing. I am proud and happy to be staying in the hostel of
Uduvil Girls' College — the first boarding school for girls in Asia. At the hostel, we are provided with
everything we need and it is truly a joyous experience to live among my friends everyday.

Tharsika Yoheswaran
Dawn Dormitory

Hostel life has played a significant role in my 19 years. [ have spent most of my time in the UGC hostel — more
time certainly than 1 have spent in my own home! Last year, | was appointed Hostel Head Prefect and I took my
duties seriously, making full use of the opportunity.

Hostel life is really enjoyable and we spend our time talking and laughing with each other. Some nights, we tell
each other ghost stories and frighten ourselves to the point of not being able to fall asleep! At the hostel, we are
also taught good values and Christian ways. [ have really gained a lot from this experience and am grateful to
everyone for their love and care.

Juliet Sugumar
Diamond Dormitory |

When 1 first came to Uduvil and saw the Hostel, I fell in love with its beautiful surroundings. [ saw all the girls

playing in the garden and was at first shy and afraid to talk to them, but after some time I found it easy to make
friends with all of them. I remember feeling terribly homesick and not being able to fall asleep during my first
night in the hostel, but I was comforted by one of the senior students and finally fell asleep.

Hostel life is a lot of fun. We play pranks on each other and pluck mangoes from the trees in the garden — most
times we get away with our mischief, but there are times when we have been caught and reprimanded! My
fellow hostellers have become my family and [ am truly grateful to be a hosteller at Uduvil.

Debora Arasakulasingam
Dawn Dormitory
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'n De cefhber 2010, 30 students from Uduvil
\ j\c&m wqm for a three day Unity Camp
w=held" m Colombo, organized by the Unity
Mission Trist, It was an exciting experience for all
the girls as well as the teachers who accompanied us.
As soon as we reached Colombo, we were welcomed
by a team from the Unity Mission Trust and were
taken to Bishop's College. After breakfast, we were
taken to Wesley College, where we were briefed on
the programme and introduced to participants from
all over Sri Lanka.

On the first day, the campers were taken on a tour of
the city of Colombo. On the second day, we were
divided into groups and each group was assigned a
spcclﬁc task, such as po«tcr makmg and jewellery

- making, to
- name a few,
Our team was
tasked with
jewellery
making and we
made lovely
chains and
bracelets using
the beads and stones provided by the Unity Mission
Team, After we finished, all of our hand-made
products were exhibited beautifully, That evening,
we were taken to Ladies' College, Colombo, where
each school performed a short programme. We sang
Michael Jackson's famous song, 'Heal the World',
which was very well received by our audience who
gave us a loud applause and Jomed in the song. We
had a lovely |
time that
evening,
witnessing the
performances
of the other
participants as
well,

1115 2t / / ’
§ \ (( S A YV W
E 'y L TS A
S\ !1 J‘ZI Lo, M //j
,

2\ W2~ —=
T s R iy

| and theni to "Snow
World'. It was a
really fantastic
'« 1o dance amidst the snow dl‘id we

experience ©
had so much fun! When the
time came to say goodbye
to our new friends we were ¢

very sad. The Unity Camp
was fruly a wonderful
experience, filled with
laughter, fun and joy.

Unit
Kandy

even of us Uduvilites (Frina, Ano, Ganu,

Priya, Jessi and I) went to Kandy with one of

our favourite teachers (Ms. Manjula
Ananthanayagam) for a Unity Camp conducted by
the Unity Mission Trust in 2012, We started our
journey from school on Monday, 26" October, and
travelled in a bus with students from several other
schools. As always, the journey was a lot of fun, We
reached Trinity College at about 6 pm, by which time
the programme had already begun. Afier many
speeches by dignitaries, we were divided into groups
comprising children from different ethnicities,
cultures and religions. 1 was appointed the group
leader of Group No. 14 and was sad to see that none of

- v

myfnendswerem : ‘ w"&g’)
my group. [ QDQQWM
introduced myself B8
to my group
members and then §
we listened to the
instructions given
by the Organizing §
Committee.

amp 2012: Unforgettable Davys in
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'Afier alf the formalities, the girls in the camip were
taken to Mowbiey College-Each group was assigned
aroom, butnoneof us stayed inthe assigned rooms as
sve all wanted to_be with our friends who were in
// different groups! -

"\ The next moring, we were taken to Trinity College.
We, sat ‘with 'oir groups and listened to speeches
delivered by several guest speakers. Cricketers
Kumar Sangakkara and Murali were on the guest
speakers list, but, to our disappointment, they were
unable to make it. After lunch, there was a fun-filled
sports session. [ took part in the Tug — O — War and our
team made it to the Semi Finals.

In the evening, the premises of Trinity College were
filled with music. We enjoyed ourselves immensely.
After the end of that day's programme, we were taken
back to Mowbray College and told to remain in our
groups. | searched all over for the room assigned to
my group but could not find it anywhere. We were
told that it was upstairs and on our way there, we
found, to our horror, a snake on the stairs! We were
terrified, but fortunately, the snake was quickly dealt
with by the Helper Staff. We went upstairs but were
still unable to find our room and, as a result, spent that
night in a hall along with the teachers.

On the third day after a long wait to use the
bathrooms, we got into our groups and headed off to
Trinity College once again. It was on this day that all
the competitions were held. I took part in the English
oratory competition and was selected for the finals
where 1 was placed 2" Runner Up. Poster Making

United
] @eem
Cagrn

competitions and Logo compentmns also fook _ﬁlao_é -
and we made "love spoons*using papcr and string_All 2
the groups had to come up wim?lays related o, the.
theme of "The Power of One’ Our gmup acted and '
then sang Michael Jackson' s ?Hgal The Wurld'- We

. were thrilled when we were selected for the finals! It
was amazing to witness the talents/of all tfhe Studerits -

from different schools. When the results were fmally
announced, our team was placed fourth oyerall and
we were given books and certificates. The
programme ended at around midnight and we went
back to Mowbray College to sleep, although my
friends stayed up taking photographs for quite some
time!

The next day was our last at the Unity Camp. We were
given 'String Hoppers' for breakfast — a welcome
change from the rice we had been having the previous
days! After we finished eating, the Unity Mission
team thanked all the participants and we took lots of
photographs and bade our new friends goodbye. On
the way back, we stopped at Matale for lunch and also
at Dambulla, where we took photos near the Golden
Temple and bought cultural artifacts and souvenirs.
Finally, we reached Uduvil early the next day and
stayed in school until the sun came out.

Meeting students from all over Sri Lanka and
witnessing all of their different talents and abilities
was wonderful, and getting to share it with my school
friends and teachers made it all the more special. The
Unity Camp experience was truly amazing and it is
one that [ will cherish for a long time to come.

Saambavi Sivaji
A/Level Arts, 2012
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Deafening Cheers on Uduvil Grounds...2011!

The ground was filled with chattering girls, talking
about the tactically and beautifully adorned clan
booths. Here at Uduvil, the annual inter-house sports
meet is taken very seriously, there is no room for
mistakes. A week of events from individual races to
group events lead to this one day when the points
collected through best booth decoration; march past,
and fancy dress parade decide the winner of the
annual inter-house sports meet of Uduvil Girls'
College, 2011. The ground carried the weight of four
houses competing for the winners' cup, which was
gleaming at the center of the prize table — Agnew,
Bookwalter, Howland and Winslow. On the far left
corner stood Agnew sporting the face of a harmful gas
in blue-dioxin. Agnew's theme and goal was to create
awareness to the unknown spreading of dioxin
through burning polythene and plastic materials. On
the far left corner of the structure was a row of causes
for the creation of dioxin, and on the right corner was
the harmful effects of this hazardous gas on mankind.
Next to Agnew stood the clan of founder Principal
Winslow. Similar to its neighbor, Winslow portrayed
a pained and tearful earth at the center of its booth.
Under this were paintings of the causes of global
warming, and the solutions that can be followed to
prevent the after effects of it. The entrance was filled
with bamboo sticks, a treat for a panda on a food
mission! The green colour was pleasing to the eye,
and made one pleased with the wealth of information
children are able to collect, and with their creative
mind portray this information in the best way
possible. Adjoining the visitors’ booth was Howland,
standing in second to Agnew on the scoreboard,
followed by Bookwalter and Winslow. Howland
portrayed a very scientific picture on top of its booth.
A painted factory was the basis on which were
painted cut trees, and above were black clouds of
CO2 and other harmful gasses. Overall, Howland
was attempting to show that factories emit a large
amount of gasses that are harmful to the environment,
(which was symbolized by the cut trees), thus

affecting humans. Neatly pinned saris covered the

back of the booth, and if you were lucky to peek
inside you would have seen a spider made from red
ribbon and plastic bottles at the center. Among these
environmentalists stood one booth that sported an
interesting version of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Made
from Bamboo sticks, it reached all the way to the
skies. A looming structure that caught the eye from
afar; these four booths were overflowing with girls

cheering th=ir clans towards victory.

The arrival of the Chief Guest, Government Agent for
Jaffna Ms. Imelda Sugumar, brought shouts of joy
from the girls, who were eager to start the meet.
Amidst the joyful atmosphere, there was a tinge of
sadness for the Uduvilites who held a two minute
silence for Ms. Nemika, who sat for the G. C. E.
Ordinary Level in 2010, and had passed away that
morning. This poignant moment was followed by a
symphony of instruments. The band, smartly clad ina
blue skirt and a blue shirt with a bright blue cap,
started their chorus on the confident command of the
band leader. The marching squads of each clan
marched smartly, trying their best not to smile, well
aware that they were being judged for their
performance, after which the house flags were raised
by their respective teachers. Uduvil honoured Ms.
Sugumar for her achievement of being the first
woman government agent in Jaffna. Thereafter, Ms.
Sugumar expressed her immense joy in being the
Chief Guest and also hoped that students would move
on to become developers of the society they were
brought up in. With these words of wisdom, the sports
meet of 2011 was declared open, and a burst of
cheering began. The teachers were exhausted from
cheering on their sportswomen to run faster, along
with the shouts of their housemates. This intense
moment was lightened by the interval entertainment
— Kolladdam. Four groups of girls partook in the
dance wearing a simple pavadai kit in the colour of
their house. Thus, the green ground was speckled
with blue, green, yellow and red at each corner. The
tune of Karigalan blared through the grounds and the
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children danced with loads of enthusiasm, beating
their sticks in perfect rhythm, swirling their skirts
and stamping their feet. [t was a treat for the eye and
the heart; the mixture of colours brought on a gasp
of awe from the audience. Everyone young'and old
greatly enjoyed the dance, and one could spot a few
impromptu dances from the children watching and
the spectators too! Uduvil also had its own
cheerleading squad whe shouted out cheers for all
the houses, and at times played a baila song to
encourage the sprinters. As the sunbegan to set, we
neared the closure of the sports meet; teachers,
students and parents were equally exhausted as
they trod towards the center of the ground to receive
the results of the sports events. The Championship
cups were given to each age group; the best booth
decoration went to the Eiffel Tower — Bookwalter;
the best marching squad went to Winslow, and all
the houses won the first place for the Kolladdam
dance. Finally, two weeks of hard practice came to

-64-

this one long awaited moment; standing in 4" place
was Bookwalter, 3" was Howland, and then there
was absolute silence. The announcer's clear crisp
voice broke this silence; standing in the 2™ place
was Agnew. This announcement brought a loud
burst of shouts from Winslow, as the teachers and
the children were literally jumping for joy. Agnew
stood stunned, losing by four points, never having
thought that the Winslows, who were behind by 100
points and in 4" place during the heats, would win.
After a moment of joyful cheering from the
Winslow clan, the children once again united as
Uduvilites to sing and dance to the tune of
Karigalan. There ended the much lively sports day
of Uduvil Girls' College: “Day is done, gone the
sun; from the sea, from the hills, from the sky; all is
well, safely rest, God isnigh.”

Oenone Mills
Past Pupil



Primary Writes...

My school Myself
My school is Uduvil Girls' College. My name is Plansiya
It is in Uduvil. ’ My father's name is Kiristinathan.

It was founded in 1824 by Mrs. Harriet Winslow. .
It is the first boarding school for girls in Asia.

Our present Principal is Mrs. Shiranee Mills,

It has classes from Grade 1 up to A/Levels

My mother's name is Jeyarubi.
I am in Grade one.
I am six years old.

There are about 1700 students and 100 teachers in my school, {hve = Uduvﬂ.‘ acs
* : i study at Uduvil Girls' College.
Our school motto is 'The truth shall make you free'. My father b fary
. , i 3 . y father is a farmer.
Our school is full of beautiful gardens and huge buildings. _ P -
There are both girls and boys in the Primary school W TS & housewilp.
_ ' My favourite food is cake.

Thaksiks Gobalaisnan Plansya Christinathan

: Grade 2R

My pet
My best friend : ' I have a pet dog.
I call him Lingo.

My best friend's name is Vernuganan. He is black and white in colour.
He studies with me in Grade 5. - He has two bright eyes and two long ears.
He is a loyal friend. He loves fish and meat.
He is very good in his studies. He is strong and smart.
All the teachers like him. : ‘ He can run very fast.
He lives close by to our village. ~ I'play with him in the evenings.
He comes to my house in the evenings. He barks at small dogs and cats.
We go to school together. My whole family loves our pet dog.
He plays table tennis with me.
Sometimes he helps me with my homework. Pranavi Vickneswaran
I love my best friend very much. : Grade 2B
Nanthakobi Pancharatnam
Grade 5R

My favourite food
My favourite food is rice and curry.
It is one of the most loved foods in the world today.

I like country rice and vegetable curries very much.
It is one of the most commonly eaten meals in Sri Lanka.

Sambavi Koneswaran
Grade 2R
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. My School . 1 : -

: I study at Uduvil Glrlsé-ﬁa ege.
It is situated in Uduvil. * <’ ‘\
It was founded in 1824.
It has more than 1000 student: andﬂ@teachers
Our Principal is Ms. Shiranee Mills. :
There are lots oﬁ,cl&ssrooms.

E

We have a big school hall where we gather in the mofmngs for prayers

The motto of our school is 'The truth shall makp you free'. -
*_The colour of 6ur school flag is blue and white.

I an very proudof my school. .
L -
Thusayini Navaneethan f
Grade 4R [ -
' -
4N - ] : N -
" Thave a pet. " “ *
"4 . ' tIts name is Browny. % '_
S . It is black and brown in colour. ¥
g Ithas two small eyes and a tiny black nose, !
' " It has a small tail and whjte%s on its body.
I love to play with Browny. |
[ bathe Browny everyday. »
It sleeps néar my bed at gight. © 4
: [love my Browny. ‘ : .
: f
Thamilarasi Selvachendran -
- Grade3Y o & o :
::-‘ ! L
S U » 4 | _.
My best friend
The name of my best friend is Nithusha, i
" She has a fair complexion and is tall for her age.
She is not only very kind and patient, but also clever,
She always likes to help others.
. Tam lucky to have her as my best friend,
G -
' e Mathurya Muralimchan
~ Grade i g

.

: _Hﬁke noodis very much. «

' .l t it for breakfast.
"I eat noodles with curry.
‘ It,m good for health,
I c_an prepare it myself.
' Dilani Amlraja
Grade 2Y
4 ,d" '
oy
Myself ’ .
L]
I am Thirushi.

I am six years old.

1 study at Uduvil Girls' College.

I am in Grade one.

I love my teacher.

I love my mum and dad.

My favourite food is noodles.

My favourite flowers are roses. .
I have a pet parrot.

Thirushi Shanthakumar
Grade 1G



Neighbours

The people who live around our house are called
neighbours. They may be our relatives or friends,
or sometimes even strangers. Whoever they may
be, they help us in various ways, and similarly, we

too help them when they are in need of our help.

We invite our neighbours over for celebrations
such as birthdays, weddings and anniversaries to
share in our joy. They come and help out with
preparations for festivities as well as with any
urgent needs we may have. We depend on our
neighbours to help us when snakes and animals
enter our homes. If a house catches fire, all the

neighbours would rush to put it out. When we fall

If I were a bird

[fI were a bird [ would belong to one of the smaller
species. [ would like to be a tiny Myna, which is
cute and beautiful. [ would have a small body, well

equipped with soft wings.

My ambition as a bird would be to fly as high as
possible. I would share my experiences with my
fellow birds and try to understand the difficulties of
being a bird. [ would gain vastknowledge about the
lives of birds while moving among them and
conversing with them high in the sky or perched on

atree branch.

While I would love to be a free bird, 1 think I would
also enjoy being kept as a pet bird in a loving
family. [ know I would be controlled and restricted,

and it would no doubt be tiresome to be cooped up

ill, our neighbours take us to hospital. In this way,
they share in our happiness as well as in our.

sorrows, caring for us in times of need.

We must 8
maintain good ¥ A
relationships
with our
neighbours and [

visit them |

often. Good .
neighbours contribute to peaceful, happy lives and

they are indeed a gift of God.

Atharshini Thivaharan
Grade 6 B/Y

in a cage all the time. However, I'm sure the love
and care [ [ would receive from the family looking
after me would more than make up For any lack of
freedom [ would experience. Moreover, living with
a family, would enable me to.dearn about the ways
of humans and their attitude towards birds. I would,
also train myself to
understand their
bodily gestures as 1
would not be able to
understand their
language. Oh, how 1
wishIcouldbeabird!

Thakshana Vijayasooriyan
Grade 7W
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My favourite cartoon characters

My favourite cartoon character is Dishonest John,
or DF for short. He is always dressed in black and
laughs his famous “Nya-ah-ahh!” laugh while
going about making life difficult for all those
around him. Unfortunately for him, he is always

outwitted, and in the end, his devious plans fail

every time! But he is such an interesting character

and many of my friends have even adopted his

laugh!

Another favorite cartoon character of mine is Bat')y
Huey. Baby Huey is an overgrown, 1umben'hg,
innocent baby duck. He goes around happily
defeating “bad guys” without really meaning to or
even trying! He is quite a sight to see, sucking on
, his milk bottle and knocking the lights off the sly
fox who tries to take advantage of him. With Baby
Huey around, it's bad luck for any one with bad
intentions, for soon Huey will show them that it

does not pay to do bad things.

The peacock

The peacock is a handsome bird that hails from

South Asia. It is famed for its elegant appearance
-andrichly coloured, feathered tail, which gleams in
“the sun showing off its beautiful shades of green

and purple. The bird's piercing cry is unusual and

sounds like that of an angry cat. Many years ago,
peacocks were taken to Europe and America, and
let loose in parks and gardens for decorative
purposes. The bird was also introduced to Greece
and Rome by Aleggmder the Great after his

invasion of India.

other cartoon

‘and his little

There is one

characterIlove— =
Yogi Bear. This

lovable rascal

buddy Boo Boo §

Bear live in Jelly

Stone Park and always seem to be in trouble with

“the Park Rangers. Yogi Bear's favourite past time is

pinching food from visitors to the park, and the

Park Rangers are eternally on a quest to stop him.

All in aH, cartoon characters are great fun. They
show us what people can get up to, although what is
portrayed on the screen or in a book is unlikely to
ever happen in real life! Most importantly though,
cartoon characters provide us with reasons to laugh
and what could be better than that?

Dilakshika Jeyaratnam
Grade 7W

The peacock is the national bird of India and even
today it is worshipped by tribal communities in
parts of North and Central India. The peacock has a
distinct and noteworthy place in many legends,

literature, folklore and love songs. It is truly a

beautiful creation.

Lakshika Navatheepan
§ el Grade 6W




If I wereabird

Everybody wishes for things that are not always
possible in the real world. Even though we may
know that something is impossible, we go on
building castles in the air. After all, humans are the
only ' beings on this earth that can use ‘their
imagination tc achieve the impossible. I too
imagine many things, and what I imagine most is

what it would be like to be a bird.

One of my favourite hobbies is sitting in the
garden leisurely watching different kinds of birds
flying and twittering about. As [ sit watching, I
often ponder on what it would be like to enter their

world, a utopian dream perhaps, but one I cannot

help dwelling on.

[ would like to be
born as a bird
with a human
brain. My dream
is to be an Arctic
Tern, a species of
bird that travels
nearly 12,000
‘ _ kilometres across

the earth from the North Pole to the South Pole. I

would fly high in the sky, looking down at the

various historical, religious and mythological

places along my route — places that [ may not be
able to visit otherwise. I would fly amidst the
clouds and enjoy the lack of pollution in our
beautiful, clear skies. I would also chat with my
fellow beings and learn more about them and

make lots of friends with other birds and animals.

IfTwere abird, | would not have to study in school.
This would be a great relief for me! I would be
spared sitting for examinations. I would truly be
“as free as a bird”! There would be no one to give
me instructions; I would not have to do a job and
earn money; I would not have to obey government
laws and regulations; [ would not have to pay any
taxes; I would not face housing problems nor
would I need to bother about the rising cost of
living. Instead, I would simply build myself a nest
on the branch of a fruit tree close by to a stream,
and pluck fruit from the tree to satisfy my hunger
and drink water from the stream to quench my
thirst. I would live as one with nature, and nature

would serve as my protector and educator.

Asabird, I would not have to lead a sedentary life.
My life would be full of journeys, which would not
always be possible for me as a human being. I
would visit all the countries in the world and lead a

carefree life, enjoying myself'to the fullest. -

Nithula Murugananthan
Grade 7W
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The Scarecrow

A scarecrow is made of straw, sticks and old
clothes. It provides invaluable help to farmers.
Come rain or shine, the scarecrow tends its crops
and fields. It never scems to care about its
disheveled appearance. It neither eats nor drinks,
and has never been known to say a word to anyone.
It simply stands on its pole, faithfully and dutifully
doing its job at all times. Even when birds fly up to
it and perch on its shoulder or outstretched arms,
the scarecrow makes no reaction, patiently waiting
until the birds fly away. I like the scarecrow; it has

taught me the value of being still.

Reeta Leorin Rasakumar

Grade 7W _

- A world without water

Adams Ale! Water was the first drink that Adam
had on earth. It is the hub of life; pernaps the most
cxtraordinary and precious natural substance. We
need (o use it wisely. The ever inéreasing global
population is using up more and more water, while
the effects of climate change are lessening its easy
access and availability in many regions of the
world. Rainfall is less predictable and floods and
droughts are severe. Therefore, it is imperative that
we achieve a balance between our growing needs

and this vital, depleting resource.

The United Nations Water Development Report
and the WHO Water Facts recently found that
water is less easily available and accessible today
than ever before. Furthermore, fresh water is
becoming increasingly polluted as it takes only one
liter of waste water to pollute up to eight liters of
fresh water. Extreme weather conditions in Asia
and Africa have resulted in wells, tanks and rivers

running dry. This, in turn, has adversely impacted
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agriculture and manufacturing industries, and has
all too often led to starvation and famine. Indeed,
the total lack of water or its extreme scarcity could
likely lead to an unprecedented crisis on a global

scale.

According to the WHO Water Facts, somewhere in
the world a child dies every second of a water-
related disease. Nearly a billion people are
deprived of safe drinking water and more than two
billion lack adequate facilities and access to water.
Something clearly needs to be done. Perhaps we
should start by being kinder to nature.

Kirushalini Ramachandran
. Grade SW




Water, watereverywhere, but not a drop to drink,

Water is the common name given to the liquid state
of the Hydrogen - Oxygen compound H,O.
Ancient philosophers regarded water as a basic
element typifying all liquid substances. The ocean
is a great body of salt water covering nearly three
fourths of the surface of earth. We have a small
percentage of water to drink; but we are polluting

~

water.

Water is essential to the survival of our planet and
all living organisms contain a considerable amount
of it. Indeed for some,' it is their very source of

existence. Plants and animals require water that is

unpolluted, and neither can survive if their source -

of water is loaded with toxic chemicals or harmful
micro-organisms. If severe, water pollution can kill

large numbers of fish, birds and other anim~ls —

even up to an entire species in an affected area.’

Pollution makes streams, lakes and coastal waters
unpleasant to look at, to smell and to swim in.
People who ingest polluted water become ill, and
prolonged exposure could lead to lifelong health
complications that get passed down from

generation to generation.

According to the United Nations, a future
consequence of the scarcity of water will be
increasing competition for resources. Water prices

are likely to soar, with various consumer groups

bidding for the limited supply. In many cases,
industries and municipalities would be able to
outbid small farmers, effectively driving them out
of business. Moreover, even though large-scale
agricultural operations might be able to afford
higher prices, the cost of the rising price of water
could be passed on to consumers in the form of
higher food prices. This could, in turn, cause severe
problems, particularly in developing countries
whose populations may find themselves unable to
afford the food they need. |

We have all heard the saying “water, water
everywhere, but not a drop to drink”. For some, this
could be all too true in the not too distant future. We
must use water carefully as it is essential for the

survival of our planet and we must preserve and

protect this vital resource for the benefit of

generations to come.

Heseetha Thanancheyan
Grade W

7Y



A friend in need is a friend indeed

For most of us, our first

friends in life are our
parents. They are the
first people who
genuinely love and care
about us. As we go

through life, we

encounter more and

more people, many of whom we call friends. Some
may remain lifelong friends while other friendships
might only be short term. We might become so
attached to some friends that they seem as close to us
as our own shadow and we cannot imagine being
separated from them. Life becomes more interesting
when we have good friends and so we hope to have

such friends in life.

There is a well known tale of two friends who went
into a forest together and, upon encountering a bear,

one friend abandoned the other, climbing a tree to

Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa is a unique woman; like Swami

Vivekananda and Mahathma Gandi, she has shown

N ' us that the path of

service to mankind is

the most beautiful form
of worship. She was a
very saintly woman,
the likes of who is

g v seldom born.

Born to Albanian parents in 1910, this angel of peace
and mercy later became a citizen of India. She was
christened Agnes, before taking on the name Mother
Teresa in 1931. Young Agnes was deeply religious
and devoted to God. In l1948, Mother Teresa began
her first children's home and school in Creek Street,
Calcutta, providing relief to hundreds of homeless

refugees who had fled to India from Pakistan. Two
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save his own life. The abandoned friend lay on the
ground and played dead, and the bear came up to him
and whispered in his ear that a friend who forsakes us
in times of trouble is not at all a true friend. This story

tells us that friends should be loyal and reliable,

. remaining by our side in times of happiness as well as -

in times of trial.

In some instances, our friends are closer to us than our
own family; but it is also possible for family members
to be our friends. It is important to maintain a strong
bond among friends, and faith and honesty play a
vital role in genuine friendship. If a friend does not

leave when we are in need, she is a real friend. We

“should be careful when selecting our friend; not

everyone we consider a friend may be worthy of the
title. True friends are rare, but they are ever ready to
support and stand by us no matter what, and are

indeed blessings in our lives.

Thevamirtha Tayaparan
Grade 9B

years later, she gathered her own little band of nuns
and founded the now infamous order 'Missionaries of
Charity'. Scores of people benefitted from their
kindness, including the poorest of the poor, the
destitute cand downtrodden, abandoned babies, the

elderly, malnourished children, and people suffering

- from leprosy, AIDS and other diseases; all found in

Mother Teresa a compassionate mother and living

saint.

Mother Teresa was always dressed in a white,
handloom sari with a blue border, and was a symbol
of purity in her appearance and actions. She died on 5
September, 1997 at the age of 87, after a lifetime of
service and piety. If we would only collectively
pledge and work together to wipe out poverty, hunger
and human misery, it would surely be the most fitting

memorial to her.
Saranka Puvanayogeswaran

Grade 10 W



The stone ages

. We began our adventures on earth many years ago.
The early stages of man's adventures are scantily
recorded and for the earliest’ parts of our history
there are no written records, only skeletons and
scattered remains by which the beginning of our
story must be constructed. Authorities - and
arguments on the earth's beginnings differ
considerably, but they dll concur that one mammal
surpassed all others in abilities; it developed a
better brain; it learnt to use its forefeet as hands; it
learnt to stand. up right. We had started our

adventure.

The history of our early adventures on the earth

falls into two parts.
1. Pre historic age
2. Historic age

At the beginning, humans were primitive beings.
As time passed, we learned to communicate and

began to make simple tools such as spear heads and

axes to hunt
and defend
ourselves. We
learnt to
clothe our
4 bodies using
the skins of

other animals.

We leant to make fire, one of the greatest "
discoveries in the history of time. Even back then,
we were enthralled by art and our earliest ancestors
adorned their caves with paintings of animals and
nature. Idols were constructed for worship. Wild
fruits and tree root satisfied our hunger before we
learnt to hunt and fish. Later, we took to growing
our own produce, a landmark initiative that
continues to sustain our society, This also gave rise
to the division of land, with man becoming bound
to demarcated pieces of land, which eventually led

to the concept of countries and states.

Life"in the stone ages must have been incredibly
interesting. Without any of the modern comforts
we enjoy today, our ancestors survived and thrived,
laying the foundation for what our society has
evolved into. Today, there remain indigenous tribes
and communities spread across the world and there
has been, in recent times, a steady revival of their
culture and art. We should value the uniqueness of
these indigenous groups and preserve their
heritage, so that it can continue to be enjoyed and

appreciated by generations to come.

Kobika Pimunarajah
Grade 10B/Y .
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The cost of environmental pollution

For living beings to lead a -healthy life their
surroundings should be clean and free from
pollution. Pollution is a result of our negligenoé
and ignorance. All too often, we unthinkingly and
unknowingly engage in activities that result in the
steady erosion of our swroundings and the
environment. We should therefore become more
aware of our surroundings, and collectively strive

to create an environment free from pollution.

Environmental pollution has by degrees multiplied
germs, pests and insects. Furthermore, the spread
of infectious diseases such as tuberculosis,
dysentery and typhoid, to name a few, are caused
by the pollution of air, water and the environment at
* large. The accumulation of garbage and stagnant

water result in the multiplication of mosquitoes,

Street children

During the past few years the beggar population in
Sri Lanka has vastly increased. Today, it is not only
men and women, but also children who go about

begging for money, food and other necessities.

Several factors have led to a rise in the number of
children begging on the streets. Unemployed,
sickly or deceased parents are major contributing
factors, as was our country's protracted ethnic
conflict, which resulted in the displacement of
numerous people and the destruction of countless
lives and livelihoods. Many of the children we see
on the streets today are neglected runaways who
have not completed even their primary education.
They have no place to call home or to sleep at night.
They live in bus stations and railway stations,
markets and places of worship, or simply on the
road or on the pavement, taking shelter under trees
and reaching out their arms for alms,
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which could lead to life threatening illnesses such
as malaria and dengue fever. Chemicals drained out
into the sea and rivers further pollute our waters, all

too often causing severe health problems.

Environmental poilution is eating awéy at our

" health and wealth. It costs governments large sums

of money to combat environmental pollution.
School communities and development societies
should therefore band together and organize
awareness campaigns to fight the increasing

pollution of our surroundings and the gradual

erosion of our environment.

While on the streets, children can be easily forced
into menial labour and can find themselves
severely exploited — compelled to work long hours
for low wages, if any at all. They can even be used
as drug mules and thieves by gangs and other
miscreants. Due to poverty and neglect, the plight
of these children often goes unnoticed or is
unknown, especially in poorer countries and rural

arcas.

We must always remember to consider the plight of
street children and try our hardest to show
compassion to them in any and all possible ways.
They are, after all, our own brothers and sisters,
whose burden it is

our duty to share.

Vithusha Lingasabesan
Grade 10B/Y



My favourite book

My hobby is reading books. [ have read many
books and my favourite among them is the 'Harry
Potter' series. This series was written by J. K.
Rowling, who was born in England on July 31,
1965, and has been translated into 27 languages. It
consists of seven books, namely: Harry Potter and
Philosopher's Stone; Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets; Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
' Azkeiban; Harry Potter and the Globlet of Fire;
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix; Harry
Potter and the Half Blood Prince; and Harry Potter
and the Deathly T

Hallows. From .F" v ’
these, my favourite \ E‘ .
book is the first SraAnmY

HARRY

ERK FPOTTER
p .- a-_"
4*" ol

The protagonist in this series is Harry Potter—a boy

one, which has g
many adventures

and exciting

moments.

wizard. He attends Hogwarts School of Witcheraft

Students’ debt to their teachers

We now live in a perplexed world
Where people are after money and gold
Even parents entertain great expectations

From their children without hesitation

But there is a group, elite and exceptional
By teaching students, they derive satisfaction

Try their best to make them bright

For it is their wish and all their deligh
1

[ -

and Wizardry where he meets his two best friends
Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger. The three
friends are inseparable and have many adventures
together. Hogwarts is a boarding school which has,
among other things, enchanted trees, steps that
move of their own accord, talking paintings on the
walls and various creatures including one of the
most lovable—~ Dobby the house elf. The
Headmaster of the school is Albus Dumbledore, a

renowned wizard in the magical world.

The Harry Potter series is enthralling, delightful
and, at times, frightening. It is rich in history,
shrouded in mystery, and filled with adventure
from start to finish. It takes the reader on a journey
into another world, full of fun and magic, but also
of fear and tragedy. It extolls the virtues of courage
and loyalty, and teaches us that we are all the same,
regardless of our backgrounds or beliefs, and that if
we work together, we can be a force for good in this
world. Above all, it is immensely entertaining and 1
enjoyed every minute I spent reading it.
Abiramy Sivakumar
Grade 11B/Y

When imparting knowledge you are our teachers
And in conducting sermons you are our preachers
In protecting us you are our saviours

" And never do you fail to control our behaviour

The fact remains that you are our creditors
And we remain your lifelong debtors
You will always be revered and remembered

Until our bodies keep our souls sheltered

Thivyaashini Ragunathan
Allevel Arts, 2012



A wait that never ends

Waiting —a part of my lifestyle.
A monster that swallows my precious time, ignoring my very being.
Adeeply rooted parasite

which grows in me despite my hatred.

During my childhood,

years of fearful longing to see the outside world.
Asearch in the darkness

to see a glimpse of sunlight.

Waiting for the arrival of the ship

with text books, clothing and even the basic needs.
Long hours of waiting for electricity.

Waiting for the curfew to be lifted.

Sleepless nights of hard work
with endless prayers to God.
Waiting for these countless pains to be overcome

suddenly transformed me into adulthood.

Despairingly waiting to crawl out
from the 'Z score' bottleneck.
Waiting until the race is over,

isitonly to reach the space of injustice?

Solution to rejoice? The cause for deception

and mourning identified?

[ looked up with hope

Astrong hope to getrid of this nasty monster.

God, to my annoyance the ugly monster is sitting beside me very closely
Grins at me with his dirty teeth and tells

“Give me time until the universities reopen.”

Decades of waiting lie in smithereens
No one to pick up the pieces.
When will this thirstever be quenched?

No answer from anywhere.

Saambavi Sivaji
AlLevel Arts, 2012
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Child rights

Today we live in a world largely controlled by
computers and other modes of science and
technology. Even though science is advancing at a
rapid and arguably unprecedented rate, there remain
severe problems in our world — grievous injustices to
combat and countless wrongs to make right. War,
corruption, discrimination based on ethnicity and
cast, rising levels of crime, the violation of human
rights and child abuse are but a few of the societal ills
we continue to face. While all of these warrant our
collective and immediate attention and action, the
violation of child rights and child abuse in general
should be high on our list of priorities as we move

~ forward as-a united community.

Children are perhaps the greatest assets of our
country. A well known proverb tell us: “Today's
children are tomorrow's leaders.” If our younger
generations are brought up well and with full
enjoyment of their universal rights, we can surely

hope for a bright future in the coming years.

In today's fast- paced, technologically driven world,
protecting children from misuse and abuse is perhaps
harder than ever before. Encouragingly however,
there are vast numbers of organizations and
individuals that have stepped in and dedicated their
finances and services to protecting the world's young.
With the increasing focus on human rights, it is
sometimes easy to forget that children too have
special, inviolable rights. Children should not be
subjected to discrimination; every child has the right
to express his or her
views and opinions;
and perhaps most
importantly of all,
children have the right
to an education — an

imperative that should

be made availale free of charge for the benefit of all,
and one that should not be used as a bargaining chip or

selling pointin campaigns, political or otherwise.

Throughout history, children have been silent vicﬁms
of war and violence. While some attention was pdid to
child rights after the conclusion of World War 1, the
onset or World War 2 impeded any real progress in
this regard. However, when the United Nations
charter on human rights came into effect after World
War 2, the rights of children received particular
prominence and were taken into carefuln
consideration, ultimately leading to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child in 1989/1990. However,
even with this international treaty in place, children
across the world continue to suffer, and those in war
affected areas such as Syria, Palestine, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Kashmir and even, until recently, Sri
Lanka, are perhaps the worst off of all. Wars have
claimed countless young lives and many of the
survivors have lost their families, homes and limbs;
but above all, they have been robbed of the carefree

childhood that they so deserve.

Children are the pillars of our future. We should
always protect and promote their rights, bearing in
mind that they have the potential to achieve a great
many things that could benefit all humankind in the
future. If every child is assured of unwavering love
and affection, he or she will mature into a ‘b'right,
confident adult - ready to take on the problems of the

world for the betterment of us all.

Childhood is a timé for fun and games. Children
should be able to li.ve without fear, assured of the )
knowledge that they are safe in the hands of those
protecting them, be it thefr parents, guardians,
governments or NGOs. They should be encouraged
to always express their ideas and opinions, and we in
turn should learn to respect their individuality and

their rights.
Dilakshi Thevagunanthan

A/Level Arts, 2012
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A timeless playwright

World literature has seen a great number of poets and
writers, but there 1s no one who can stand comparison
to William Shakespeare. He was not only an author,
poet and playwright, but was also a profound
‘philosopher. Ben Jonson, dramatist and
contemporary of Shakespeare, once pronounced that
Shakespeare "was not of an age, but of all time". Later

years would prove his prophecy.

Few dramatists can consistently showcase the best of
themselves in their work, infusing their art with their
own virtues, wit, rhythm, and simplicity of nature.
Shakespeare's predecessors and contemporaries
excelled in one or more of these ways; Shakespeare
excelled in all of them, all the time. His plays are
written in the blood that ran through his veins,

spilling like molten lava on every word he wrote.

The Life of William Shakespeare

Shakespeare. was
baptized at Holy Trinity
Church,
birthplace Stratford

in his

upon Avon. As a
youngster, he was
educated at the local

grammar school. He did

not continue his studies at University and is thought
to have started Working with his father instead. Later,
Shakespeare devoted himself to his art, writing a
large number of successful plays of the highest
quality. His fame in London grew. He steadily created
a name for himself as a poet and playwright, and his
plays were increasingly in great demand.
Shakespeare himself performed in front of Queen
Elizabeth, King James I, and members of London's

aristocracy and nobility.
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His later years must have been a happy period, spent
with his wife, children and granddaughter Elizabeth.
Shakespeare died on 23 Apri, 1616 and was buried in
the chancel of the church of Stratford upon Avon. The

_following inscription on his gravestone must have -

been written by Shakespeare himself, and it was most
probably his wish that the lines be inscribed on his

grave.

Good friend, for Jesus' sake forbear
To dig the dust enclosed here.
Blest be the man that spares these stones

And curst be he that moves my bones.

The Works of William Shakespeare

Shakespeare wrote 38 plays, among which the most
famous are: The Tempest , Hamlet, King Lear,
Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Twelfth Night, The
Merchant of Venice and Othello. While today
Shakespeare is famed mostly as a playwright,
during his time dramatists were not held in high .
esteem. Shakespeare wrote only five poems in his
lifetime but these allowed his poetic genius to be
recognized. He also wrote 154 sonnets throughout
the period of 1593-1600.

~Conclusion

- William Shakespeare is the author who has been most

widely read in the Western World, and his philosophy
has become so common that millions of people across
generations can quote something from Shakespeare.
Many of us would be able to find a situation or
character to identify with in his work, and our
Principal and school will continue to offer us his
plays, which we will enjoy as much as audiences in

Elizabethan times did.

Benick Roshna Jesuthasan
A/Level Arts, 2011



Getting the most out of your school career

School is the first social setting you enter in life. It
plays a major role in moulding you for the rest of your
life and provides you with your first tastes of victory
and defeat. Morality and discipline are perhaps the
two most important things we are taught in school.
Apart from these, we also learn: languages, which
are iinperative in communicating with others;
mathematics, which is vital for business and
marketing; and science, which is essential for

understanding ourselves and our surroundings.

In today's harsh world, school is one of the few places
that gives you the very best life has to offer. It is the
first step on the ladder of life and, needless to say, you
cannot reach the top of the ladder without taking that

crucial first step.

Academic achievements are a key component of
doing well in school. There are several methods of
study; revision is perhaps one of the most important.
Revision contributes to good results at exams and
neglecting it would make it unlikely that:what you
learn remains in your long term memory. After you
complete a unit, try to revise the section by yourself.
If you have doubts or are confused about certain
things, discuss them with your teachers and friends.
By doing this, you can gain more knowledge and
have a clearer understanding than you did before. Do
your revision daily as it will help you to fine tune your
understanding of the subject as well as to draw
conclusions and make arguments. Do a second
revision with other units-as this will help you to recall
the concepts in each. Revise before your exams for

the third time so that you are fully prepared. -

Self study and regularly doing your homework are
other important and useful methods of study. It is not
the time you spend studying that counts, but rather the
way you spend your time studying. Before you start

studying, select a suitable environment. A pleasant

environment will help to get you in the mood to study.
Arrange your table and keep on it only the books you
intend to study from that day. When you finish
studying something, try to recall its importance in
brief. If you find it difficult, try again and again until
you understand it thoroughly. This does not mean
memorizing what you are learning. If you are aiming
for good marks in mathematics, practice is the only
way to achieve your goal. You cannot memorize or
copy the workings of sums from your friends as this
will not help you in the exam. You have to keep
working at it.’ If you feel bored or tired, take a break;
but keep going, Because in the end, 'practice makes

perfect'.

Most importantly though, you must have confidence
to reach your goal. Don't judge yourself by your
friend's progress; persevere with faith and confidence
until you achieve your goal. Former Indian President
Abdul Khalam was born into a poor family, but hard
work and self-confidence made him a world
renowned scientist. Remember, if you have

confidence you can win the world.

A famous Japanese
proverb says: 'If one can
do it, you can do it too'.
Dream your goal.
Dream what you want
“to be and strive to
achieve it. If you have

an aim and act with

confidénce, one day your dreams will come true.
Without a goal, there is no success; reaching your
goal is the epitome of success. Always trust in God,
respect your teachers and help your friends. This will
give you immense satisfaction and will no doubt
contribute to the greatest successes of your school
career.

Jessica Vasanthakumar
A/Level Arts, 2012
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The pros and cons of social media

Social media are media for social interaction that use
highly accessible and scalable publishing techniques.
It is a group of internet based applications that build
on ideological and techhological foundations and
allow the creation and exchange of user generated
content. Some examples of social media are:
Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, Google+, Flicker and
blogs. Social media is most commonly used by youth,
who are the main target audience of this relatively
new medium,‘which comes with its fair share of

advantages and disadvantages.

Let us analyze the ‘advantages of social media. Social
media websites promote citizen journalism. Citizen
journalism is quite different from traditional
journalism. In traditional journalism the creators of
news and other features are most often professional
journalists. Traditional media is less concerned with
user participation. With the onset of social media,
consumers can now participate in creating and
disseminating the news, as opposed to simply
receiving it. Through the use of blogs, anyone can
create and manage their own website, publishing on it
news and articles as they wish. Here in Sri Lanka,
blogs are becoming increasingly .popular and
research shows that about a million youth have their
own blogs and websites. Furthermore, Flickr and
Youtube provide us with the opportunity to share
photos and videos, while Facebook and Twitter

function as easy tools for social interaction.

Another advantage of social media is its ability to
connect people regardless of time or place. E-
learning and online education is a further benefit
made possible through social media. Even in Sri
Lanka, many students utilize social media for group
discussions with their friends to clear various doubts
‘they may have. Due to it being fast, easily accessible
and free to use, social media play a vital role in the
modern culture of computer-aided learning.

-80-

There are also however many disadvantages of social
media, and a key concern in this regard is the lack of
privacy it affords. The increase in the incidence of
computer and internet hacking has spilled into social

media ~as well and it has become possible for

- unauthorized people to hack into the profiles of others

and to use the information, photos and videos they
gain access to for their own use. The severity of this
issue is evinced by the number of suicides that have
been committed and attempted by young people,
mostly young girls, whose photos have been edited

and published on pornographic websites and other

“inappropriate sites on the internet. Social media is

thus a tool for cyber-crime. A recent article in a local
paper detailed how a girl in Sri Lanka had been
exploited and abused by a man she had met through a
social media website, who had deleted his profile
thereby leaving no trace of himself after the crime.
Young male professionals are also victims of cyber-
crime, with hackers creating accounts with female
identities and contacting these young men, who are
then tricked into plying the hackers with money and
other possessions. The final step of this crime is the
killing of the young men after having received from

them large sums of money.

Social media thus, has both advantages and
disadvantages. While °y0uth are perhaps the biggest
beneficiaries of this medium, which allows them to
improve their knowledge and interact with each
other, this same group is also perhaps the most
victimized, due to its adverse effects. Social media
should therefore be used with care and it is vital that
all who utilize it, especially the young, be aware of

both its positive and negative impact on society.

Frina Elagunathan
A/Level Arts, 2012



The hazards of global warming

Global ‘warming impacts the natural balance of
the environment. Our climate is going through

significant changes day by day.

There are many causes of global warming. The
destruction and burning down of tropical forests,
traffic congesting city streets, the rapid growth of
unplanned industries, the use of CFC in
packaging and manufacturing products and so on
are but a few. Besides these, deforestation and
pollution are major causative factors of global
warming. The setting up of mills and factories
without adequate planning also has a negative
impact on the environment. These mills and
factories produce black smoke which mixes with
the air, increasing the amount of carbon dioxide

(CO,) that we breathe. The burning of gas such as

methane (CH,) and fuel further increases the

presence of CO, in the environment.

The effects of global warming are hazardous to
our health and does not bode well for our long
term well being and survival. Holes in the Ozofté
layer, such as the one we know about above
Antarctica, result in the sun's scorching heat
penetrating the earth's atmosphere directly,
causing the surface of the earth to become
sériously heated. Industries such as agriculture
and fisheries would also be adversely affected,
which could catastrophically impede mankind's

ability to sustain ourselves.

All species are important for maintaining the
ecological balance. If one is lost, the whole
natural environment changes. Therefore, all
possible measures should be taken to prevent the
dangerous effects of global warming. People
should not be allowed to cut trees as, done in
excess, this could lead to deforestation. Instead,
they should be advised to plant more and more
trees, whenever and wherever possible. Mills,
factories and other buildings should be set up in
organized, environmentally friendly ways. Good
drainage and garbage systems should be in place
to dispose of waste materials and poisonous
chemicals. Most importantly, people should be
made aware of the hazards of global warming and
the ways to combat it, so that we can make a
conscious effort to decrease the causative factors
of thi:s_ dangerous phcnomenori and maintain the

ecological balance of our planet.

Hamshika Rajkumar
A/Level Arts, 2013
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You are the DON f’ m which your hildren ESIRIRG arrowes are sent forth.

The archer sees the mark upon the path ¢ ‘f the infirte, and He bends you with His might that

arrows may go swift and far
Let your bending in the archer’s hand be forgladness;

Forevenas he [oves the arrow that flies, soHe loves also the bow that is stable.

Khalil Gibran







Grade I - 2012
Mrs.B.Thaninayagam

Grade I - 2011

Mrs.S.S. Thevagunananthan

Grade 11 - 2012
Mrs. A Krishnakumar

Grade IT - 2011
"~ Mrs.M.Hemachandra

Mrs.V.Krishnakumar

Grade IV - 2012
Mrs.M.S.Juthasan

5 IE il

Grade IV - 2011
Mr.B.Premaranjith

Mrs.R.Yogarajah

Grade II1 - 2011 & 2012

Grade V - 2011 & 2012
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Grade VI - 2011 & 2012
Mrs.M.Ananthanayagam

Grade VII - 2012
Mrs.R.Sivakumar

:}} ;‘-. :.-_;.1‘"_‘"::.'- Y
Grade VII - 2011
Mrs.S. Vasuthevan

Grade IX - 2011 & 2012
Mrs.S.Saravanapavan

Grade X - 2011 & 2012
Mrs.G.Amalathas

‘a

Grade XI - 2011 & 2012
Mr.T.Darwin Jeyaseelan

Grade VIII - 2011 & 2012
Mrs.B.Uthayanan
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G.C.E Advanced Level Sectional Feads

Sectional Head - Arts
Mrs.S.Sivalingarajah

Sectional Head - Bio & Maths
Mr.S.Sivaloganathan

Sectional Héad - Commerce
Mr.S.S.Manoharan




Karthiha Balendran

Past Pupil, Uduvil Girls” College

University Of Jaffna

Faculty Of Medicine

First Class - Distinction in Medicine
Obs & Gyn & Paediatrics

Suneeta Jebaratnam (Vice Principal), Ms. Mary Gnanamalar Sylvester
Standing (L-R): Mr. Paul Jeyanathan, Ms. Sivarani Suntharalingam, Ms. Mary Mayuran, Ms. Jeyanthi
Arulrohan, Ms. Ahila Saunderarajan, Ms. Benick Roshna Jesuthasan, Mr. Ahilan Patrick

Nishika Fonseka : ,
Volunteer at Uduvil Girls' College
 (September 2012 - February 2013)

B.A., International Studies and J ournalism
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Seated (L-R): Ms. Sugirtha Ranjithmalar (Hostel Matron), Ms. Arundathi George (Librarian), Ms. Suneeta
Jebaratnam (Vice Principal), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Sivarani Suntharalingam (Assistant Hostel
Warden), Mr. Paul Jeyanathan (Works Supervisor)

Standing (L-R): Ms. S. Uthayakumar, Ms. J. Markkandan, Ms. B. Poopathi, Mr. S. Atputhanathan, Mr. P.
Subramaniam, Mr. K. Muththulingam, Mr. A. Soosuithasan, Mr. W. Benjamin, Mr. N. Shanmugam, Mr. K.
Rasa, Mr. V. Thevarajah, Mr. S. Kiruparasa, Mr. P. Kajanthan, Mr. C. Kanapathi

Mzr. Kandasa

my Nicksan
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Seated (L-R): Ms. Suneeta Jebaratnam (Vice Principal), Ms. Manjula Ananthanayagam
(Sectional Head - Junior School), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Kalanithi Mahendrakumar
(Supervisor - Junior School), Ms, Saraswathi Sivalingarajah (Sectional Head - A/L Arts)
Standing 1st Row (L-R): Thuvaraga Kantharuban (Senior Prefect), Shalini Selvaratnam (Senior
Prefect), Kopika Kunasegaram (Senior Prefect), Kamlene Mills (Head Prefect), Thishana Ranjan L
(Games Captain), Prathakshana Sivasubramaniyani (Semor Prefect)
Standing 2nd Row (L-R): Thaneswary Kirubanantharasa (Hostel Prefect), Priyatharsini
Ratnasingam, Jeromena Iruthayanathan, Kopitha Sivanathan, Evangeline Dilanthi David,

" Sayanthana Rajadurai, Thiviththa Selvaranjan; Jeevamalar Antonyraj (Dining Room Prefect),
Head Prefect: Kamalene Mills Sutharsini Sivachselvam (Boarders’ Union), Deluxana Uthayakumar, Sharon Dilakshy Bernard
Ranjith, Priyanka Packiyanathan
Standing 3rd Row (L-R): Akshi Srishanmuganathan, Swakas1kgaSlvakumaran Kasthuri -
Krishnakuruparan, Leona Noilin Pathinathar, Angeline Sivaguru Joseph, Pireyanga
Arulvathanan, Surya Yogalingam
Standing 4th Row (L-R): Thifya Krishnathasan, Tharminy Thiruselvam, Vijiththa Thangarajah,
Jathusha Shanmugananthan, Nixsala Nadesan, Amuthini Kulatheepan, Nalina Thevaarudselvam

20l R

Seated (L—R) Ms. Saraswath1 Slvalmgarajah (Sectional Head A/L Arts), Ms. Suneeta
Jebaratnam (Vice Principal), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms Manjula Ananthanayagam
(Sectional Head - Junior School)
Standing st Row (L): Hamsarthvany Maheswaran, Tharsika Selvarasa (Dining I;eom Prefect)
| Standing 1st Row (R): Mithila Kalanithy (Boarders’ Union), Juliet Sugumar (Hostel Prefect)
* Standing 2nd Row (L-R): Thuvaraga Kantharuban, Deluxana Uthayakumar, Saranya Nagarasa
. (Senior Prefect), Aarani Selvendrakumar (Senior Prefect), Saambavi Sivaji (Head Prefect),
| Dilakshi Thevagunananthan (Senior Prefect), Frina Elagunathan (Senior Prefect), Ganapriya
“"Uthayakumar, Diluja Richard Reymond <
Standing 3rd Row (L-R): Keerthana Kugathasan, Prathakshana Slvasubramamyam, Shalini
\ Selvaratnam, Kopitha Sivanathan, Kamalene Mills, Mercy Andrews (Games Captain),
- Maathangi Karunakaran, Priyanka Packiyanathan 4
Head Prefect: Saambavi Sivaji Standing 4th Row (L-R): Sapthika Kuladas, Kopika Kunasegaram, Thishana Ranjan Kiruthika
Sinnathamby, Evangeline Dilanthy David, Ushamini Kuleswararajan
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Seated (L-R): Ms. Saraswathi Sivalingarajah (Sectional Head - A/L Arts), Ms. Suneeta Jebaratnam
(Vice Principal), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Kalanithi Mahendrakumar (Supervisor -
Junior School), Ms. Manjula Ananthanayagam (Sectional Head - Junior School)

Standing Ist Row (L-R): Jasotha Paramalingam (Games Captain), Inthuka Srlskantharajah (Head
Prefect), Benick Roshna Jesuthasan (Senior Prefect), Suganya Jeyatharan (Senior Prefect)

o~

Standing 2nd Row (L-R): Dafiniyaa Lloyd, Narthana Navaratnarajah, Thamilini Sribaskaran, Head Prefect: Inthuka
Christine Ratnam, Aarunthathi Sothirajah, Tharsika Selvarasa, Juliet Sugumar Sriskantharaj ah

Standing 3rd Row (L-R): Saranya Nagarasa, Diluja Richard Reymond, Frina Elagunathan,
Andrewjah Andrew Jeyananthan, Abirami Yogeswaran

Standing 4th Row (L-R): Saambavi Sivaji, Dilakshi Thevagunananthan, Kiruthika Sinnathamby,
Aarani Selvendrakumar; Mercy Andrews, Hamsarthvany Maheswaran

f usTRLLATION 2009

SERVICE

z’,ll[}‘lq

f?f"*n

¥

Grﬁyw‘§4 &'&Y& g ﬁ

nﬁﬁ 'ﬁmn

Seated (L-R): Ms. Clara Arulanantham (Sectional Head - Eastern Music), Ms. Suneetha
Jebaratnam (Vice Principal), Ms. Manjula Anandanayagam (Sectional Head - Junior School),
Niranjala Sritharan, Thushara Thevarasa, Sugabani Ambikaibaka (Dining Room Prefect),
Kalaiyarasi Ganeshalingam (Games Captain), Sujany Santhirakumar (Senior Prefect), Sivanjalli
Sivashanmugapillai (Head Prefect), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Taniya Mahendrarajah (Head
Prefect), Vithuja Rajamohan (Senior Prefect), Saranya Anton Joséph (Senior Prefect), Mobikka
Mylvaganam, Luckshi Pirathapan, Raajini Rajendran, Ms. Saraswathi Sivalingarajah (Sectional
Head - A/L Arts), Ms. Kalanithi Mahendrakumar (Supervisor - Junior School), Mr. S
Sivaloganathan (Sectional Head - A/L Science)

Standing (L-R): Mahilenthini Navaratnam (Hostel Prefect), Dafiniyaa Lloyd, Thamilini
Sribaskaran,- Christine Ratnam, Jarmila Balasingam (Hostel Prefect), Jasotha Paramalingam,
Aarunthathi Sothirajah, Benick Roshna Jesuthasan, Narthana Navaratnarajah, Suganya Jeyatharan,
Inthuka Sriskantharajah, Rasiyapriya Uthayakumar

Absent: Priyantha Thavarajasingam (Boarders Union)

Head Prefects (L-R): Sivanjalli Sivashanmugapillai
* Taniya Mahendrarajah
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. Uduvil Girls’ College had the

" pleasure of welcoming in 2011
~and 2012, H. E. Patricia Butenis,

»  US Ambassador to Sri’ Lanka and
the Maldlves from 2009 to 20 12




The Saraswathy Somasundaram Memorial building, opened in
October 2008, was gifted by the Christian Children's Fund of
Canada (CCFC) with the intention of providing facilities for
school leavers to access skills training as well as to improve the
career opportunities of the students. It was inaugurated in
October 2008 by Mr. Charles Parker, Counsellor, Development
of the Canadian High Commission, a year after the foundation
stone was laid by Dr. Chandra Ambalavanar, Fellow of the Royal
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (FRCOG). It houses
a computer lab, a Business Process Outsourcing Center as well
as a conference room. The building is dedicated to the memory
of Ms. Saraswathy Somasundaram, the sixth Principal of Uduvil
Girls' College, who championed the provision of skills training

and business enterprise opportunities for school leavers.
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Dr. Daya

Somasundaram
—awas the Chief
Guest at the
2012 Sports
Meet, in which
Agnew house

won the

Championghi;g.

The Winslows "P_

emerged victorious || lj ]
in 2011, with Ms.

Imelda Sugumar

!
|

attending as Chief
Guest.



took home the
trophy.

In 2009, Howland
house was crowned
champions. The
Chief Guest on this
occasion was Dr.
Dinesh Jayakumaran, ‘
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The Advanced Level luncheon is an annual event, held prior to the commencement of each year's A/L

examination. Representatives from several neighbouring schools are invited to join the A Level batches of Uduvil

Girls' College in this social event, which begins with games and songs that allow the students to mix and mingle!

Chief Guest: Dr. Justin Gnanapragasam
Guest of Honour: Ms. Devina Kirupairajah

Chief Guest: Prof. N. Gnanakumar -
Guest of Honour: Ms. S. Kalyanasundaresam

-08-




©
o]
©

CHRVIST v === JI0UK ’ﬁ ‘?‘! 2 1-: ae n& ol l”n 84




Mr. Morley Lawrence
was the Chief Guest
at the 2012 Junior
School Sports Meet.
The winners on this
occasion was
Boolowalter house.

In 2011, Dr. Thayalini
Thiagarajah graced the
occasion as Chief Guest and
looked on as Winslow house

emerged champions.

The Chief Guest on Y3
this occasion was Ms. pf™
Jeyanthi Reynolds and

the winners, the
Winslows.
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Sporis Mext

Agnew house was placed st in 2010,
with Ms. Indrani Jeyakumaran in
attendance as Chief Guest.

Mr.
Arulananthan
Christy
4§ Thavaranjith
3 was the Chief g

Guest in 2009 =S
when the B
Agnews won.

Sr. Dan.u:lla was the Chief ; - ;
Guest in 2011 when Winslow ‘ . '
house emerged victorious. ol 1

(T e L

The Chief Guest in 2009 was
Dr. Roshini Rajanayagam.
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An Art Exhibition was held in July ‘2012, to exhibit the
work of the A/Level Art students of Uduvil Girls'
College. The paintings of six students, done in

different media and with different materials, were

featured in this exhibition, which was declared open by
the Chief Guest Mr. V. Balamurugan, Art and Design

Lecturer at the Jaffna University.

(L-R): Vathusha Slvanathan Kabeshana Anantharasa, Thaneswary Kirubanantharasa, Mr. S. Arulramesh (teacher)
Mathuriva Ranjan, Dorathy Poovilingam, Rujana Kajendrakumar
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" CARL OF THE ELDERLY. - WATER COLOUR ON PAPER
" THEATER . - OIL ON PRINTING PAPIR.
“ SUFFER THE LITTIE CHILDRIN TO COME UNTO ML,
* FINE ARTS. - WATLR COLOUR ON PAPER
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" BALANCE. - MIXEDMEDIA.
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A series of island-wide General Knowledge
guizzes, which took the form of a. T20 Cricket
mumament, was organized and powered by IDM
and held throughout the year 2012 24 s¢hools
participated in this unique, five rourd tournament,

which took place in Colombo and was telecast over
national television. The teams comprised 11

members and each school alse had a cheering squad
=t every match. Uduvil Girls” College reached the
finals of the -tournarh_‘en’( and emerged runners up,
with Sharon Dilakshy Bernard (pictured above)
being selected “Player of the Series’, after having
won the "Best Player® award three times in the
tournament. Our cheering team too, were named
‘Hest Cheering Squad” on three occasions,
ncluding atthe fimals.
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English Day drama competitions are always a highlight of the Uduvil calender and our
students continue to excel in the Senior, Junior and Primary categories.

In 2005, when the Northern and Eastern provinces competed together, our Senior Poetic
Drama cast emerged winners of the Provincial Competition, with a brilliant performance
of Shakespeare’'s Merry Wives of Windsor. The following year (2006), the Seniors
performed Sophocles’ Antigone and went on to become District Champions. In 2007, our
Seniors emerged Runners Up at Provincial level, performing Merchant of Venice, with
the Primary coming in at 3rd place with their performance of The Enchanted Shirt, and
our Juniors emerging Provincial winners for their outstanding performance of Anne of
Green Gables, which they went on to perform at the National Competition for the first time
in the school’s history. 2008 saw Uduvil make a clean sweep at the Provincial competition,
with winning performances by the Seniors, Juniors “and Primary, performing: A
Midsummer Night's Dream, The Prince and the Pauper and The Best Gift
respectively. 2009 too, was a year of great success, with our girls winning in all three
categories at the Provincial competition, the Seniors, performing As You Like It, the
Juniors performing Heidi, and the Primary performing Love is the Greatest. Our Senior
and Primary casts did us proud once again in 2010 when both groups were crowned
Provincial Champions and 2nd Runners Up at the National Competition, with
performances of Merry Wives of Windsor and The Shoemaker and the Elves
respectively. We are especially proud of Benick Roshna Jesuthasan for receiving the
award for ‘The Second Best Portrayal of a Role’ in the Senior Poetic Drama category in
2010. The following year (2011), our Primary cast came 2nd atthe Provincial competition
performing Seed of Truth, and our Senior and Junior casts both participated at the
National Competition, after emerging Provincial winners, performing Antigone and The
Virtue of Giving, respectively. Congratulations to Thilakshika Sivabalasubramaniam
on winning the 2011 award for ‘The Second Best Portrayal of a Role’ in the Junior
category. 2012 was our most successful year so far, with our Seniors being placed
Runners Up at the National competition, with a riveting performance of Othello, and our
Primary cast coming 3rd at Nationals, performing Kindness is All You Need. Both
groups emerged victors at the Provincial competition and Machchajini

Balasubramaniam’s performance saw her win the award for The Second Best Por%mrayal _

ofaRole’in the 2012 Senior Poetic Drama category at the National level.




- 1st Place, setting a new Provincial Games record §
All Island Games 2012 - 4x400m Relay Team (U.19) §
) - 5th Place

Kamalené MiTls
Provincial Games 2012 Navaraththinasamy

e '_ - <4 «. High Jump (U.19) - Provincial Games 2012
(L-R): Kasthuri Sivagnanaranjan, Kiruthika : 1st Place High Jump (U.17) -
Sinnathamby, Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports . Selected for Basketball \st Place
Director), Mercy Andrews, Mythili Jokananthan National Pool Trials 2012

(U.19)

Selected for Hockey National Pool Trials 2011 (U.19)
i e N Selected for Hockeyg'-"ﬁ??‘ L
National Pool Trials © "‘f*ﬁf, =

2012 (U.17)

Luxshika :4

> o
. '—‘ >

(L-R):

Beulah Rajasooriya
(Goal Keeper)

Mercy Andrews
Kiruthika Sinnathambi
Kamalene Mills

Bible Quiz - Provincial and National ~ Light of the World’  Bible Quiz - Provincial Champions
Champions 2012 (Junior Category)

- = = 4 ek, (L-R): Kalaimagal Kaneshalingam,
L-R): Anne Surendran, Virginia Yoharaja, / Shalomi Jebaratnam ? Va_sapthlm
aishnavi Ulahanathan, Dilshanth Udayanan, ~Shalomi Jebaratnam  Muthukumarasami, Christine

elina Ganesan, Hepsiba Arulrohan 3rd Place Thayaparan, Beula Princemohan,

(ntermediate Category) Sheruja Antony
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Participants at the Provincial Participants at the Provincial Participants at the Provincial Social
Maths Quiz Competltlon 2012 Science Quiz Competition 2012 Scnence Qu1z Cﬂmpetmon 2012

L-R): Thenuja Sivabalachandran, Janusha (L-R): Krishalini (L-R): Bhiranavi o
ivagnanam, Ramajini Gnanasuthan (374  Ramachandran, Hesitha Satchithananthan, Mathushalini
lace) Thanandhayan, Viruthika Jeyasingam, Kamshika Rajkumar,
bsent: Keerthika Sivabalasubramaniam  Senthoorchelvan Vinuja Prabakaran

English Poetic Drama Competition,
ational Level — 2nd Best Portrayal of a Role &3

Saambavi Sivaji Hesitha Thananjayan
hilakshika Sivabalasubramaniyam (2011), English Day 2010, National Level Tamil Day 2012,
achchajini Balasubramanian (2012) — Impromptu Speech, 2nd Place Provincial Level — Essay

L-R): Benlck Roshna Jesuthasan (2010),

Writing, 2rd Place
Students who passed the Grade 5 Scholarship Examination 2012

Seated (L-R): Mr. B. Premaranjith, Ms. L.
Srikamalanathan, Ms. Shiranee Mills

g (Principal), Ms. K. Mahendrakumar
(Supervisor - Junior School), Ms. R. Yogarajah
' 1st Row (L-R): Ketharna Sureshkumar, Arabi
Akilan, Nithusha Sriranjan, Jeevaranjitha
Seevarathinam, Arani Sivasakthivel, Sharutha
Kalanathan, Priyanka Alanhumer, Kirushangi
Baiandran

{ 2nd Row (L-R): Bijosilin Marisilin, Mathusan
Manokumar, Kevin Thavachelvam,
Vernughanan Jegatheeswaran, Sharujan
Piruthiviraj, Subajan Partheepan

3rd Row (L-R): Jeshalini Nanthivarman.
Thanushika Thiruskantharajah, Vaishnavi
Uthayakumaran; Jeyasalomeya Jeyamohan.
Pavulini Rajaratnam, Sowmija Anandarajah.
Tharmika Nigushan, Braveena Easan
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Winners of the Provincial Level English Day Group Singing Competition 2012 (Senior Category)

1st Row (L-R):Anaksica Ulahanathan,
Tharshini Sivarasa, Thushithra
. Selvarajah, Kirushanthini Vijayakumar
Shalomi Jebaratnam, Jeevamalar
Antonyraj, Vithusha Lingasabesan,
~ Mathushajini Manoharan, Srithulasiya
. Sriranjithkumar, Kalhi Kobal,
Thaneswary Kirubanantharasa
2nd Row (L-R): Thakshayani
Uthayakumar, Neruja Selvarasa, Dalsy
Jesuthasan, Kopika Kunasegaram,
" Thishana Ranjan, Leona Noilin
Pathinathar, Evangeline Dilanthy
Il David, Sharomi Tharmalingam

B Absent: Nilojini Antonipillai,
Sutharshahini Sivachselvam, Debora
Arasakulasingam, Keerthana
Sivachsetvam, Kobika Pimunarajah

™
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Winners of the Provincial Level English Day Group Singing Competition 2012 (Junior Category)

. 1st Row (L-R):Sahirthiya

l. Pathamatheepan, Laykka

| Paramanathan, Jivinsika

. Uthayakumar, Gilogi Pragesh, Dilani
Arulrajah, Shedine Shiny Dayas,
Aancy Newmen Ranjith, Kajenthini
Balandran, Jarlmozhi Thayaparan,
Sivasakthika Sugumar

2nd Row (L-R): Yathusha Sasikaran,
Subraja Guganesan, Mathushana
Yoharajah, Pranavy Prabaharan,
Rammiya Anantharuban, Mathusha

~ Gunasekaram, Dusmini Balabaskaran,
. Swetha Ramileswaran, Eilleen Darwin
Jeyaseelan, Thenisha Sivakumar,

" Rahavi Joharatnam

Absent: Daniya Rosel Sritharan,

| Pranavy Vickneswaran

Winners of the Provincial Level Folk Dance Competition
2012

(L-R): Harshiya Antongratian,
Mathushajjini Shanthakumar,
Tishange Selvavinayagan, Thurka
Ragu, Sribanujah Aumhary
Selvaprakasanayagam, Komathy
Gnanasegaram, Thivya Sivanesan,
Parivathini Tharmabalasundaram,
Sutharshini Kugathas

Absent: Abinaya Sugeerthan
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Cast of ‘Othello’ - Runners Up at the National English Poetic Drama
Competition 2012
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1st Row (L-R): Kasthuri Krishnakururparan, Angeline Joseph, Leesha Ragunathan, Sayanthana Rajadurai,
Jeromina Iruthayanathan, Thuvaga Kantharuban, Kamalene Mills

2nd Row (L-R):Machchajini Balasubramaniam, Luxshika Rajendran

3rd Row (L-R): Nixsala Nadesan, Diluxsana Udayakumar, Nalina Thevaarudchelvam

Cast of ‘Kindness is All You Need” - Second Runners Up at the National
English Day Drama Competition (Primary category) 2012
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Seated (L-R): Jathavi Vasuthevan, Tharmika Nigushan, Abiramy Vijayakrishnan, Priyanka Alanhumer,
Braveena Easan

Standing 1st Row (L-R): Kirushangi Balendran, Mathusha Sureshtharan, Thanuja Mahalingam
Standing 2nd Row (L-R): Miruthunjan Pathmatheepan, Jeyasalomeya Jeyamohan, Dilshanth Udayanan
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Sportsweman of the Year:
Kirythika Sinnathamby

BestiResults, G. C. E~O/L:
Jathusha Shanmuganathan

Sense of Responsibility, Hostel:
Juliet Sugumat

Leader of the*Yeal
Dilakshi Thevaguni

=
TR

All Round Student, Gr.

Machchajini Balasubral
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. Student Counciﬂor of the Year (shared prlze) Studant Councillor oﬁhe‘fear (shared prize):
Y Aarani Selvendra_ku_mm FRR&'Elagunathan

Prize for Information Communication Prize for Carnatic Musie: '
Technology: Thuvaraga Kantharuban | Suganya Jeyatharan

R &
ANy \ o A
Prize for Dramatics (Tamil): ] Prize for English theratufe

Dilani Paramsothymoorthy Prathakshana slvagubﬂ;mamyam

\“ "

o
1
L 'y 4

Prize for Oriental Dance:
Subekka Srishanmugarajah




Hockey Under 19 Team

Kneeling (L-R): Thabothiny Vijayakumar, Kuloshiya David, Subankany Thirugnanamoorthy, Mary Thanushika
Thamilrajan :

Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach), Kamalene Mills (Vice Captain), Ms. Shiranee
Mills (Principal), Thadshajini Yogeswaran (Captain), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge)

Standing (L-R): Thushany Raveendran, Johana Mathan, Buelah Rajasooriya, Dilakshana Satkunarasa, Habila
Kumaralingam, Luxshika Rajendran, Janane Jeganathan

Absent: Pirabalini Kanapathipillai, Thulasika Kanesalingam, Princika Pirabakaran °

Kneeling (L-R): Subankany Thirugnanamoorthy, Kuloshiya David, Thabothiny Vijayakumar, Mary Thanushika
Thamilrajan, Princika Pirabakaran, Kansika Jasotharan

Seated (L-R): Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge), Buelah Rajasooriya (Captain), Ms. Shiranee
Mills (Principal), Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach)

Standing (L-R): Janane Jeganathan, Luxshika Rajendran, Thushany Raveendran, Habila Kumaralingam (Vice
Captain), Thulasika Kanesalingam, Dilakshana Satkunarasa, Johana Mathan, Thadshajini Yogeswaran, Thurka
Kamalanathan '

114-




’L 9 dijy o g G ey
R ! : k

Kneeling (L-R): Prinska Pirabakaran, Mary Thanushika Thamilrajan, Thabothiny Vijayakumar, Kuloshiya David
Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and @oach), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Luxshika
Rajendran (Captain), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge)

Standing (L-R): Kansika Jasotharan, Thurka Kamalanathan, Johana Mathan, Dilakshana Satkunarasa, Thulasika
Kanesalingam, Thushany Raveendran, Janane Jeganathan (Vice Captain), Subankany Thirugnanamoorthy

Hockey Under 14 Team

b

Kneeling (L-R): Sutharshini Balachchandran, Powliny Rajaratnam, Princika Pirabakaran, Jathusha Tharmaratnam
Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach), Thabothiny Vijayakumar (Captain), Ms.
Shiranee Mills (Principal), Subankany Thirugnamoorthy (Captain), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in
Charge)

Standing (L-R): Kayathri Vaiththilinkam, Mayoolini Arulanantham, Manoranjini Manoranjan, Johana Mathan,
Dilakshana Satkunarasa, Mary Thanushika Thamilranjan, Vinthuji Anantharaja, Thadchajini Tharmarasa

Absent: Amalajelina Ganarasa, Rukshana Thevathas '
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(Bas/{et[ia[[ Under 19 Team | l

Kneeling (1.-R): Remenciya Lawrance, Thanuya Rathnam, Tharsika Yogeswaran, Sailaya Vinayagamoorthi
Seated (L-R): Mr. Jegatheeswaran Sivakurunathan (Coach), Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director), Ms.
Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge), Kamalene Mills (Captain)
Standing (L-R): Thadshajini Yogeswaran, Keerthana Ithayaraj, Thishana Ranjan (Vice Captain), Sivarakini
Navaraththinasanmy, Jeevamalar Antonyraj

Absent: Libona Anton Bernard, Pushpamalar Antonyraj

Basketball Under 13 Team

Seated (L-R): Mr. Jegatheeswaran Sivakurunathan (Coach), Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director), Ms.
Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge), Navarubana Naguleswaran (Captain)
Standing (L-R): Kanusta Suthakaran (Vice Captain), Thivija Nantheeswaran, Jude Kiresiya Gnanaseelan,
Sangavi Maheswaran, Thakshana Vijayasooriyan, Bavithra Ramachchandran, Kalistina Rejikumar, Darnika
Navaratnam, Diluxshika Narenthiran

Absent: Kavija Mohanathas, Shiromi Karthikesan, Priyanka V1gneswaran Thrisha Vijayaraj, Themathura
Kengasuthan




Netball Under 19 Team

Kneeling (L-R): Remenciya Lawrence, Gayvathiri Sivananthan

Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Brighta
Karunairatnam (Coach and Teacher in Charge), Keerthana Ithayaraj (Captain) .

Standing (L-R): Srirami Jeganathan, Libona Anton Bernard, Gaushi Sukumar, Kamalene Mills, Thishana Ranjan,
Jeevamalr Antonyray, Thadshajuni Yogeswaran

Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Sivanika Rasenthiran
(Captain), Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Coach and Teacher in Charge)

Standing (L-R): Yathavi Rameswaran, Sinthuja Uthayarajah, Sheyarani Srinathan, Dilani Kuneswaran, Kanisiya
Gunasekaram, Lanuja Jeyarasa, Tharsika Kamalathasan, Mathusha Kalamohan, Janalini Sathiyaseelan

-11




Badminton Team

S P b
Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach), Ms. Shirance Mills (Principal), Ms.
Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge), Mahilenthini Navaratnam (Captain)
Standing (L-R): Niroja Sivasakthivel, Thabothini Vijayakumar, Shalomi Jebaratnam, Kamalene Mills,
Mercy Andrews, Subangini Thirugnanamoorthy, Kuloshiya David

Cricket Team

Kneeling (L-R): Prathagini Tharmaseelan, Kujana Kajendrakumar

Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach), Ms. Shiranee Mills (Principal), Ms. Brighta
Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge), Libona Anton Bernard (Captain)

Standing 1st Row (L-R): Thishana Ranjan, Kamalene Mills, Leona Noilin Pathinathar, Salomi Rajamarkandan
Standing 2nd Row (L-R): Keerthana Ithayaraj, Jajitha Sivalingarasa, Thivaraga Ratnasingam, Sharon Dilakshy
Bernard
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Seated (L-R): Mr. P. Tharmakumaran (Sports Director and Coach). Sivarakini Navaraththinasamy, Ms. Shiranee

Mills (Principal), Kamalene Mills, Mercy Andrews, Ms. Brighta Karunairatnam (Teacher in Charge)

Standing (L-R): Pushpamalar Antonyraj, Thushany Raveedran, Thulasika Kanesalingam, Vivekajini Sundarathas,
Kiruthika Sinnathamby, Kajana Julies, Kasthuri Sivagnanaranjan, Habila Kumaralingam, Luxshika Rajendran

Children at play...
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IN MEMORY OF
LLIZA ACNEW
BORN FEBRUARY 2% 1809
FORTY THRIE YEARS SHE LABOURED

TOR THE WOMLK OF JAFFNA.
“NOT SLAOTHFUL IN BUSINESS
FERVENT IN SPIRIT SERVING
THE LORD

SHE DIED JUNE |4 1833

BEING DEAD SHE YET SPEAKETH®

Ms. Agnew’s memorial tablet in the
Uduvil Church

*Pictured in the background is a Mango tree planted by Ms. Agnew during her tenure as Principal.
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“To you who knew the joys of Uduvil, remembrance is sweet: You have picked flowers from the garden in
all their gay colours and caL;ght the scent of jasmine, you've laughed with the little pink lilies as they
sprang forth after the first rain, you've wandered along the garden paths in the evening twilight. Thank
- GodforUduvil flowers!” | "
R | - Ms. Lulu Bookwalter, 1950
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Footprints on the sands of time "

Tell me not in mournful numbers,
Life is but an empty dream!

For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.

Life is real! Life is earnest!

And the grave is not its goal,;

Dust thou are, to dust thou returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
~ Is our destined end or way;
- But to act, that each tomorrow
Find us farther than today.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting,

And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.

In the world's broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of Life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!
Be a hero in the strife!

Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant! .
Let the dead Past bury its dead!
Act, — act in the living Present!
Heart within, and God o'erhead!

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o'er life's solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Let us then be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;
Still achieving, still pursuing,

Learn to labour and to wait.

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow — ‘A Psalm of Life’
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Footprints on the sands of time
Arrival of the missionaries in Jaffna.
Rev. Miron Winslow and Ms. Harriet Winslow gain a glimpse of their future home.

Decision to have the 'Female Central School' at Oodooville.

Uduvil Girls' College, the oldest girls" boarding school in Asia founded, with Ms. Harriet
Winslow as its first Principal.

Sixty on roll.

A little English included in the course of study, Astronomy to combat superstition!
Ms. Eliza Agnew succeeds Ms. Harriet Winslow as Principal.

A hundred students on roll.

Jubilee Meeting, over 300 Old Girls present with gifts of jewels — diamond earrings,
necklaces etc. to make Uduvil an endowed college.

Ms. Susan Howland succeeds Ms. Eliza Agnew as Principal.

A new set of classrooms dedicated.
The whole school gathersy for the first time in the new hall.
The first girls' training school in the North started by the Leitch sisters.

The inauguration of the first Christian Endeavour Society in Asia. A picnic for the whole
school provided in 23 carts!

The English school formally launched.

Calcutta Entrance Examination introduced.

The first Student Council meets.

The first Cambridge class is formed.

A sick room with a school nurse provided.

Ms. Lulu Bookwalter succeeds Ms. Susan Howland as Principal.
The library gifted by Dr. T. B. Scott.

Senior Cambridge classes organized.

Ms. J. H. Dickson and Ms. Mary Paul Fry start the Kindergarten — the first in the North.
Ms. Freda Hacker takes charge of Western Music.

Student Christian Association formed.
Art Department opened.

Rhetoricals introduced.
Ms. Lucy K. Clark, a trained Kindergarten teacher takes charge of the Kindergarten.

A two storied row of six modern classrooms built.

For the first time, two students of the school enter University.



1920: Alumnae Association founded.

1921:

1922:

1923:
1924:

1925:

1926:
1927:
1936:
1937:
1940:

1941:

1944:
1945:

1947:

1950:

A new dormitory opened - McLaughlin House.

Eliathamby House for 'Under 10' opened.
Girl Guide Company formed.
Country Dancing introduced.

School Band started.

Teachers' Forum constituted.
Tennis Club formed.

First model Kindergarten in the North built.
Domestic Science introduced.
Domestic Science Cottage opened.

Centenary celebrations.

First Netball team plays Kandy High School.

Ms. Iswariam Rajadurai takes charge of Indian Dancing and Veena lessons.
First school magazine in print.

Lewis Bookwalter House opened for Senior girls.

Bookwalter Silver Jubilee celebrations.

Uduvil installs own electricity supply.

Ms.. Ariam Paramasamy succeeds Ms. Lulu Bookwalter as Principal.

Students from Uduvil Girls' College enter the Medlcal faculty of the Ceylon University for
the first time.

The first Island Bible School organized by Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles.
Uduvil accepts‘ free education.

G. C. E. A/L classes started — school upgraded

Uduvil hosts a public reception to felicitate the first Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India (JDCSI) — Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran.

125" Anniversary celebrated. A special train to Jaffna for the first time! The tourist saloon
bearing the name “Uduvil Special, 125" Anniversary” arrives bringing the PPA, Colombo
Branch.

Visit of Sr1 Lanka's first Prime Min —Ri, Hon. D. 5. Senanayake.

: Dedication of the Chapel.
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1955:

1960:
1969:
1970:
1971:
1973:

1974.

1976:

1977:

1978:
1979:
1980:
- 1981:

1982:
1983:
1985:

1986:

1987:
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Lower school building remodeled and a new block opened.

‘Dwight House added.

Atrival of “Ripples” the College van.

Uduvil Girls' College opts to be a private, noﬁ fee levying school.

Opening of the Bookwalter Memorial Administration Block.

Ms. Séraswathy Somasundaram succeeds Ms. Ariam Paramasamy as Principal.
Secretarial Studies introduced.

Launching of short term programmes for high school students from the United States.

Ter Jubilee celebration.
Opening of the rebuilt Jubilee Hall by Dr. Telfer Mooke (Asia Secretary, UCBWM).

Redesigning and expansion of school library.

Christopher van Hollen, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka visits the school and lays a wreath
on the grave of Ms. Harriet Winslow. ;

Ms. Joann Snider, new missionary, arrives at Uduvil in September.

The school presents the first candidate for the Chamber of Commerce Examination.
French classes begin with 32 students.

Ms. Helen Meisner arrives as the Missionary for the Kindergarten.
Uduvilites sit for the first French Examination.

Dr. Robert Holmes and Ms. Frances Holmes take up residence at Uduvil.
A new Activity Reading Room for the Kindergarten Department.

Opening of the Ariam Hudson Paramasamy Memorial Hostel.
The school is registered as a centre for the London Pittman's Examinations.

Mr. and Mrs. Knolls arrive at Uduvil to work in Killinochchi.
Dr. C. V. Selliah succeeds Ms. Saraswathy Somasundaram as Principal.

Uduvil opens her portals for refugees. Number on roll soars.

Further Education Programme initiated for school leavers.

Susan Howland Block opéned for the Primary School.

The school wins first place in Folk Dancing and Carnatic Singing.

American Ambassador visits Uduvil again.
Uduvil shines in A/Level results — first place in the Commerce section island- wide.

The school participates and wins first place at the Shakespeare Contest.

Ethnic riots and I. P. K. F. operation — Uduvil serves as an army and refugee camp.



-1988:

1989:

1990:
1991:
1995:
1999:

2001

2002:

2003:
2004:
2005:

- 2006:

2007:

2008:

Uduvil gets computerized! Computer is introduced in the secondary school.

One man theatre given pride of place.

The Reason for Christmas is Jesus — a Christmas cantata,
Performance in Colombo telecast over national TV.

Preparations underway to build a much needed Science Block.
Jaffna faces military operations.

Celebrating 175 years of Missionary arrival iﬁ Jaftna.

The exodus. People leave Jaftna.

Uduvil celebrates its 175" year — festivities extend to PPA branches in Colombo,
Melbourne, Sydney and Canada.

Opening of the Harriet Winslow Memorial Science Block by visiting Trustees of Jaffna College Funds
Visit of the American Ambassador H. E. Ashley Wills.

Opening of the Gender Resource Centre by H. E. Ruth Archibald, Canadian High
Commissioner.

Arrival of Ms. Grace Bunker, Missionary.

A Basketball court is opened in the school.

Song of Remembrance held for the lives of Dr. Robert Holmes and Ms. Frances Holmes.
The Primary School gets a new look.
The Netball U.17 team reaches the finals of the National Level Competition.

Ms. Shiranee Mills succeeds Dr. C. V. Selliah as Principal.

Basketball played at National Level for the first time.

Senior Poetic Shakespeare Drama — Provincial Champions — a first.

F irs’t place and Gold medalist at the National Level individual Oriental Dance.
Junior laboratory established.

Uduvil bids sad goodbye to Ms. Grace Bunker, Missionary.

G. C.E. Advanced Level Examination results — seven 3As.
Badminton and Basketball Provincial Champions.

Winner at National Levell‘E'nglish Dictation.

Foundation stone for thefSéiaswathy Somasundaram Memorial Building laid by Dr.
Chandra Ambalavanar, Fe;llow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
(FRCOG). o Fr 5=

Introduction of Hockey = the team goes on to become Provincial Champions.

Talent Search in Western Music organized for the children of Jaffna.

The Saraswathy Somasundaram Memorial Building, gifted by the Christian Children's
Fund of Canada (CCFC), is inaugurated by Mr. Charles Parker — Counsellor, Development
Canadian High Commission performance at National level.

English Day — Anne of Green Gables — performance at National level.
% : -167-
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2009: “swas0srGuGuTD” (Helping Hands) — a staff endeavour in aid of hospitalized victims of war.

2010: Uduvil emerges 2" Runner Up at National level for Senior Poetic Drama and Primary
Drama, also winning the award for Second Best Portrayal of a Role in the Senior category.

Cricket is introduced to the school.

2011: On the 215" anniversary of the birth of Harriet Winslow, a service of thanksgiving
for her life arfl work enriched by a choir comprising over a hundred voices.

Institute of Western Music and Speech (IWMS) examinations held at Uduvil.

Uduvil wins the award for Second Best Portrayal of a Role in the Junior category of
English Drama at the National level.

H. E. Patricia Butenis, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, visits Uduvil.
Uduvil participates in the All Island Athletics Meet.
English Language Center opened for children of the school and of the community.

Inauguration of the Eliza Agnew Business Process Outsourcing Center,

2012: Trustees of Jaffna College Funds visit Uduvil Girls' College.

H. E. Patricia Butenis, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, visits Uduvil again.

Arrival of Ms. Julianna Nitz, Missionary - Intern Global Ministries

AnArt Exhibition titled June Splendour held fo showcase the talents of Advanced Level Art Students
Uduvil sets a new record for the over nine teen 4x100m relay event at the Provincial Games.

The 4x400m relay team is placed 5" at the All Island Athletics Meet.

The Junior Bible Quiz team emerge Champions at Nationals for the 3™ consecutive year.

Uduvil emerges 1™ Runners Up at Nationals for Senior Poetic Drama and Primary Drama,
once again winning the award for Second Best Portrayal of a Role in the Senior category.

Uduvil participates in a series of televised island-wide General Knowledge quizzes and
emerges runners up at the finals.

“Mary, Did You Know?” — a Christmas Cantata, performed in Colombo and telecast over
national TV on Christmas Day 2012.

<
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