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Some Notable Students of Chithambara
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Lend a heart and lend a hand
and lift the flag on high!
Let its glorious colours
give a greeting to the sky!
Dark Sea Blue and Light Sky Blue
and Blue that crowns the world
Set the flag a flying, boys
Keep the flag unfurled.
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Message of Felicitation

[t gives me great pleasure to write a few words of felicitation
on the eve of the centenary celebrations of Chithambara College
which brought me to the present position in life

I have studied in Chithambara College from 1945 to 1952 and
having passed the G. C. H. (O /L) got into the Clerical service and
then into the prestigeous SrilLanka Administrative Service on 1974

My remembrance go back to the days when we received our educ
ation under distinguished teachers like S. Vannamamalai Aiyangar
Esq: Krishna Aiyangar Esq: T. Arulsundaram Esq; S R. Ariyaratnam
Esq: V. Nadarajah Esq; to name a few. I must categorically state
that if not for the dedicated team of teachers of Chithambara
College, Valvettiturai and surrounding villages would be poor of the edu
cated and enlightened lot who now adore various important positons
in public and private life not only in Sri Lanka but also abroad.

We remain grateful to the team of duty consious teachers who
have guided most of us to keep our heads straight in the community.

Our gratitude also goes to the founder of the school late Mr.
Sithambarapillai and the then Manager Mr. G Thaiyalpagar without
whose benevolence Chithambara College  would not have been a
reality,

The almamater of Chithambara shall pray for the long life of
the school and the betterment of the present and past pupils who
form the bedrock of the community in and around the township of
Valvettiturai.

May God’ s choicest blessings be showered on  Chithambara
College.

V. Velummylum
Trincomalee. Divisional Secretary,
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S. C. Manicavasagar S. L. A. S.
Retired State Secretary,

Ministry of Power and Energy.

Down The Corridoor Of Time

When I was a
Chithambara College the College
was housed in a modest building
nestling in a large mango grove:
Apparently the founders of the
college had selected a land which
was away from the turmoils of
the town. At that time the town
ended at Aathi kovil on the
PointPedro-K. K. §. Road Beyond
that was shrub jungle with cactus
growing interspersed with patche
of cultivation. Now Chithambara
College is a very large School
and the expanding town has
absorbed and digested the lands
around the School. The college
was once at the periphery of the
town has now became the centre of
the expanded town. There were no
Hindu Schools in this part of
Jaffna for a long time, The chil
dren of Valvettiturai had to go
to Hartley College, Point Pedro,
which was 06 miles away and
under Christian Management. The
-refore Chithambara College was
the only Hindu School in that

student of

area. In the morning the school
started with the recital of The-
varam. The days sacred to the
Hindus were celebrated ona large
scale. As children we waited for
these festival days in anticipation
of the feast that will follow.
Mr. G. Thaiyalpakar

e college
a rema-

=

The manager of t
Mr. Thaiyalpakar was
rkable personality. It is said that
as a born vegetarian he wanted
to worship god from thesanctum
sanctorum of the temples along
with the priests. As the priests
objected to this he constructed a
temple of his own in the school
premises and worshiped God. This
act is illustrative of his determi-
nation in getting things done his
way.

Mr. S. Vannamamalai
Ailyengar

Mr. S. V. Aiyengar was the
principal of the .college for a
lengthy period of time. He was
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A brahmin from South India and
was a strict diciplinarian. He was
always dressed smartly and spoke

the engiish language with an
impeccable accent. When he
addressed meetings people used
to come from afar to listen to
his speeches and admire his
fluent command of the english
language. He was also invited

to the adjoining schools for taiks,
as it was a pleasure to listen
to him.

Mr. K S. Krishna Aiyengar

Mr. Krishna Aiyengar was
another brahmin from India and
he taught the seience classes

He used to be the soul of cour-
tesy to his fellow beings and the

students appreciated his kind
teaching methods. He wused to

conduct laboratory experiments on
the Black Board as the laboratory
of the college was poorly equipped.
His contributions on physics to

the paper ‘'Eelakesari’” a Tami}
weekly published in the North
was widely popular as he wrote

in a simple and precise style and
it proved wuseful to the other
teachers in the North.

Mr. S. Namasivayampiliai

He was a teacher at the Udu-
piddy Giris High Schoo! but his
influence in character building of
the boys of Chithambara College
was acknowledged by all. He
devoted all his saturdays toimp-
rove the character and conduct
of the students. He invited the
boys to attend college on Satur-
days and introduced them to
novel things like appreciation of
poetry and teaching of H. T.
Hamblin. He circulated the mag-
azine ‘Science of Thought Review’

which enabled students to broa-
den their out look and to wund-

erstand the spirituality that lies
beyond religions. He used to win
the attention of the students by
introducing them to “‘Bharathi’s
Poetry’’. His lectures were so
facinating the students who “‘cut”’
schools, found time to spare
their Saturdays to follow his tea-
chings. He was highly articulate
and his speeches both in English

and Tamil were stimulating.

AN ~ |9 N ferr oA 1y
Mr. > R. Ariyaratnam

“*Arlam  Master” as he
was popularly known, was the
sports

master of the school. He
of the boys by

won the hearts of
being with them after school

Mr. Namasivayampillai was ) :
not a member of the tutorial hours and week ends teaching
staff of the Chithambara College.  them sports, physical education
Fgougs ey — sutlou s gy 5t
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and similar subjects- He built up
scouting in the school and func-
tioned as the College Scout Master
as well. He was so popular that
when he went on study leave he
was felicitated by the school boys
and was presented with a gold
medal as a token of gratitude.

The names of several
dedicated teachers who contribu-
ted to the advancement of the
College come to my mind but
constraints of space do not per-
mit me to list them.

2]

Neither

a borrower
for, loan oft loses
and borrowing dulls

nor a lender

be;
both itself and friend;

the edge of husbandry.

— Shakespear
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QOur Teachers

R. Kathamuttu, B. A. (London)
Retired Chief Accountant,
Food Commissioner’s Department.

Our teachers were Mr. S.
V. Iyengar B. A, Principal; Mr-.
K. S. Krishnan Iyengar B. A.
Vice Principal, Mr. Thangarajah
B. Sc. and Mr. Arumugam. Mr.
S. V. lyengar taught us English
and made the subject most intere
sting. He explained Shakespeare
and we shouid say, he acted it
in the class. Students frem surro
unding schools came to get pri-
vate tution in English from him.

Mr. K. S, Krishnan (he seldom
used Iyengar) never failed to
supplement his exhaustive science
notes with experiments. We enjo-
yed our time in the Science
Laboratory.

Mr. Thangarajah was in charge
of Mathematics and i

never failed to instil a logical
thinking intc to dent
was also in charge of ©5p
and arranged maiches between

¥
]

other schools and ours. He came

»
-

from Puloly, Point Pedro and
cycled the entire distance of 12
miles up and down every day.

Our dresses (present day pupils
may not be able to imagine this)
wore only dhoti and shirt. Some
wore shawl in addition. Except
for one who wore shorts, none
wore trousers. Even teachers were
dressed in National and Dhoti
with Shawl. Most boys in classes
below London Matriculation did
not even wear a shirt.

In the first batch presented
for the London Matriculation
Examination in December 1938,
one student Mr. Visvalingam
passed in the First Division. This
was unexpected as our school was
not then famous, First Divisions
were rare. One or two for the
whole province. Our principal
really wanted to present another
student Mast. C. Kandasamy
with only one year study, but

FF0Ugs &g d - sl s
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the London University would not
admit him as he was underaged.
He was presented in June, in the
middle of the year. He passed
in the First Division, came first
in Ceylon and obtained a free
studentship to the University. He
later became the Chief Engineer
of the Colombo Muaicipality. In
December 1939 another student
got a First Division, the writer.
Now students from surrounding
schools started flocking Chitham
bara.

Mr. Nadarajah was in charge
of religious activities. He was a
disciple of Mr. Sivapathasundaram

the guidance of Mr. Sivapatha
sundaram who was living near
Kandavanam Murugan Temple
in a cottage as an ascetic. Mr.
Nadarajah was a keen teacher
and when [ was in form [, he
became our class master. He
lnsisted students speak in English.
I still remember that we spoke
in English even in a temple the
whole day when we were there
for a festival. Mr. Nadarajah
has to be remembered as a keen
and sincere teacher, studious and
religious. He was from the neigh
bouring village, Polkandy.

May my Alma Mater grow

B. A. (Saivaperiyar) author of from strength to strength in her
several books on Hinduism. He march te the second centenary
carried out all activities under birthday. O

We have flown the air like birds and

swam the sea like fishes, but have yet

to learn the simple act of walking the

Earth like brothers.

— Martin  Luther King Ir.
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R. S. Siwwvasubramaniam C. A. S,

Retired Controller of Imports and Exports and
Consultant to the Ministry & Trade and Commerce.

Chithambara College - A Centenary
Some Footprints In The Sands Of Time

Salutations to our beloved
Alma Mater, Chithambara College!
Congratulations to her on her 100th
birth anniversary ! Best wishes to
to her for many more hundreds
of years of life and service!

Founded by the visionary
Mr. Sithamparapillai, Chithambara
College (earlier known as Chithm
bara Vidyalava) perpetuates his
name and memory and continues
to serve the noble purpose of
education for which it was foun-
ded. He had the fore-sight to
preceive that the people of Val-
vettiturai, world - renowned navi-
gators, ship - builders
farers, have to necessarily go ia for

English education if they were
to move on with the times and
ride the waves of change. This

has been amply borne out
during the last 100 years.

Beginning as a private fee-
levying school and then as a
Govirnment-assisted school, Chi-

and sea -

thambara College became a free
non-fee-levying College with the
introduction of the National Free
Education Scheme in October,
1945,

The College was ably man-
aged by Mr. G. Thaiyalpahar
who should be credited with pro-
viding the necessary infrastructure
and other facilities to run the
Coliege during the best of times as
well as the hardest of times like
the years of the Second World

War, with funds collected as
school fees, to start with, and

Govt., grants received, in course
of time. and local public assis—
tance whenever necessary.

The progressive growth, deve-
lopment, and quick rise of the
College is to be whole-heartedly
attributed to the academic ex-
cellence and leadership provided
by Mr. S V. Iyengar, who was
a fine gentleman, a great edu-
cationist, an able administrator’
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and a strict disciplinarian, all
rolled into one as a Principal par
excellence. He rode the educational
scence like a  Colossus in his
time. He was readily, williningly
and ably assisted by his Deputy
Mr. K. S. Krishna Iyengar and
a team of dedicated teachers.

With the passage of time,
the College steadily grew from
the Primary and post-Primary
levels to the pre-University level
of education. Keen on providing
an all-round education, the curri-
culum up to the end of the Post-
Primary level included all subjects
in Arts and Sciences together
with Religion and Music. If the
students had performed marvell-
ously well in the Govt. exami-
nations with even ** Distinction’’
passes in those subjects, it spoke

eloquently for the efficiency of
teaching and the brilliance of

learning, and more so during the
period up to the mid-1940’s when
the College could not boast of a
Library or a Science Laboratory
comparable to what the more
established Colleges had at that
time. This trend of high ac-
hievements continued even in the
Pre-University classes, which were
commenced later, and students
entered the Universities for various
disciplines like Medicine, Enginee
ring, Arts, Scince, etc.

The Principals and staff from
the time of Mr. S. V Aiyengar
to the present day, knowing very
well that, for the development
of a balanced personality of the

students, their accademic studies
have to  be complemented
with extra-curricular activities,

had at all times provided them
with the necessary. facilities for
it, beginning with volley ball,
foot ball, athletics and sports,
and adding to it, physical train-
ing and scouting. The College
came off with flying colours
in these fields toe, winning the
All-Ceyion Volly Ball Champion-
ship, the Island-wide Flag for
Scouting, etc.

““What does it profit a man
if he gains the whole world and
loses his soul? *’ So, right from
the beginning. the Principals and
staff have inculcated in the stu-
dents a sense of love for their
mother tongue Tamil and their
religion Hinduism. They have
also emphasised and insisted that
the real purpose and end of edu.
cation is character.  Thus the
College has always turned out
<> the students of today as the
good citizens of tomorrow.”

Well, ¢ the old order change
the yielding place to new. ’’ Some
landmark events signified the
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changes in respect of Chithambara
College too. One: The medium
of instruction which was English
from the inception of the College
was switched over to Tamil to
keep in line with the Government’s
policy of education through
Swabasha. Two: The College was
taken over by the State in acc-
ordance with the Government's
policy of schools take-over. Three:
For the first time, an Old Boy
of the College, Mr. T. Arulsun-
daram, took over as Principal of
the College on the retirement of
Mr. S. V. Aiyengar.

In this year of its Ffirst cen—
tenary, the College can be par-
donably proud of having produ-
ced an enviable galaxy of distin-
guished Old Boys in all walks of
life like the Bench, the Bar, Pu-
blic  Administration, Medicine,
Engineering, Accountancy, Edu-
cation, Navigation, Local Govi,
Politics, Business Entrepreneurship
and Philanthropy. Much as it is
desired to place on record here
the names of all such distinguished
Old Boys with their fields of dis-
tinction, it is impracticable for two
reasons. A complete or compre-
hensive list of their names is not
readily available and, in such cir-
cumstances, it will be most un-
fair by those whose names are,

though unintentionally, omitted,
The complete list, when compiled,
will be too long and therefore
too cumbsarsome to be included
in this article. Howsver, a couple
of their fields of distinction are
given here as examples. One:
They adora / adorned ths Bcnch_
and Bar.. Late Mr P. Sr1
Skanda Rajah was a Judge of the
Supreme Court. Mr. P. Balavadivel
retired as a Judge of High Court.
Mr. N. Yogasingamani is presently

a Judge of the District Court.
Late Mr. V. C. Motilal Nehru
was a President‘s Counsel. Two:

They are / were at the command-
ing heights in the Ceylon Ad-
ministrative Service (CAS)_ __ __
Mr. R. S. Sivasubramaniam, Mr.
K. Ganesh, Mr. V. Velummylum,
Mr. N. Paramsothy, Mr, V. Visu-
valingam, late Mr. T. Murugesu
and Mr. C. Manickavasagar.

Not only the old Boys but
some past Teachers also have
brought name and fame to the
College where they once served.
In the Sri Lanka Education Adm-
inistrative service (SLEAS,, one
1s a director of Education Mr.
N Vageesamoorthy, some are/
were principals of Colleges, and

so on Yet another teacher, Mrs.
Kamala periyathamby, now in,

Canada, is a Prolific writer and
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an author of world repute with
five published Tamil books to
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indeed have
.

a matter for boundless joy
and just pride to celebrate the
first hundredth birth anniversary
of our alma mater on a grand
scale and 1n a f{itting manner.
But, in the present circumstances
of, partly, the ground situation
of the war in the North - East
Sri Lanka and, partly, the debi-
litated state of the College itself,
neither the Staff and Students
nor the parents and Old Boys are
in a frame of mind to celebrate
this deserving event in  the
manner it should be celebrated.
exocept perhaps on a very low
key. The reasons for the heavi-
ness of their hearts are not far
to seek. The pogrom of black
july in 1983 and the subsequent
military operations by the Sri
Lankan army and the so - called
Indian peace keeping force caused
an exodus of the local population
from their native soil of Valvetti
-turai and neighbouring villages
served by Chithambara College to
other places of safety and security
in Sri Lanka as well as to several
overseas countries in all continents.
(The villages are now reminisc-
ent of the <deserted village”

immortalised by an Engiish poet.)
consequently, the number of stu-
dants attending Chithambara
College has hit the rock bottom,
they being the children of pare-
nts who are yet on home ground.
And, the College buildings, which
were vastly damaged or destro-
yed during the military operati-
ons, need urgent repairs, renova-
tion and reconstruction.

«
<

Alas! who ever thought that
Chitambara College with an atten-
dance iat one time) of well over
a thousand students coming from
Valvettiturai,Valvetty, Uduppiddy.
imayanan, Kamparmalai, Keru
davil, Thondamanaru, Edaikadu,
Polikandy,Alvai and Thambasetty
and(in its hey day,from as far away
as Chavakachcheri, Puttur, Point
Pedro and Atchuvely will be
reduced to this pitiful plight?

But, “hepe springs eternal
in the human breast.” If the
College in comparable to a spra
-wling banyan tree, its Old Boys
are its supportive aerial roots
(*“vizhuthu” in Tamil). It is the
sacred duty of all the Old Boys,
whether they are overseas as part
of the vast Tamil diaspora or
are in Sri Lanka, to rise to the
occasion and extend the maximum
possible help to the College and
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its present students as well as to
those students who are likely
to return in due course when,

hopefully, Peace ultimately returns.
The College has shown extraor-
dinary resilience and  survived
against the heaviest odds, and
it is now up to the parents and
the Old Boys to help the College
to recover fast and ascend to 1ts

efforts of the Old Boys’ Associa-
tions in Colombc and Valvetti-
turai are expected to go a long
way in the right direction to
help our Alma Mater in this her
hour of need.
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So, let us
Mater, Chithawbara College, the
best of all that is best for many,

. 1 3 Y73 v, v'J“‘»*fr-,": L ( v‘,‘;@Y
gloricus past. The co-ordinated many more ceéniuries 1o come:
A teacher to be effective shou.d always

be a learner-if he ceases to be a student,

he ceases

to be a

good teacher.

— Dr, S. Rathakrisnan
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Reminiscences

M. Kanagalingham
Retired Chief Clerk
Department of Education

oy

I am happy to write 2a
words about the institution where
we studied and are in varioas
positions. It was 100 years ago,
the founder late Mr. Chithamba-
rapillai started this school. He had
his English education at Heartly
College, Point Pedio, walking the
distance of ten miles up and down
daily. Having felt the
veniences m‘ the need of an
English school for our younger
generation, he started this school
near Amman Kovil, Valvettiturai.
This was subsequently shifted to
the present venue.

&y
e

incon-

During the colonial days, it
was not easy to start
English School as almost all the
school were missionary.
the needs of a Hindu English
school for our children, the founder
started this school. At the start
there were less than 100 students
nd classes were up to Junior
c‘:‘ool Certificate only. Susequently
asses for London
were started. Students
for their education. However t,he

flmp

in

;_4

management was {rery {ibera

collecting fees as the children were
very poor at that time. The
teachers co-operated with the Pri-
ncipal and Management 1n the
welfare and progress of the school.

It was from the years 1930,
the school started progressing in
the field of Education and SD-@rts
under the Principalship of Messers.
Renganathan, Sinnathamby amj
S. V. i}engar Among thc.u Mr-
Sinnathamby and Mr. S.V. lvengar
were strict disciplinarians. Schﬁol
became popular for its excellant
Matriculation Exam results.

I had a close contact with the
Principal Mr. lyengar and the
Manager Mr.G. Thaiyalpakar since
I was in the Department of Edu-
cation from 1952.
collect a school log entry where
it states that the Minister of Edu-
cation at that time, late Mr. C.
W. W. Kannangara visited Chi-
thambara College with his Depart-

I can still re-

mental Staff without prior notice,
at about 8.25a.m. One day and

60

fabugsd P - uddulagymy



mTHpI@T@ oF 9T o

found 100 % of the students and
teachers present and normal work
was going on. Hon. Minister ob-
served that Mr. Iyengar the Pri-
ncipal was taking English for
Matriculation class and the Minister
was pleased with the method of
teaching and the
the school. This was
in the log entry

administration of
mentioned

Though our scho 1s Named
as J/Chithambara Vﬂhv:myu by
the founder, it was not registered
as such and gazetted by the De-
partment. The school was going
on in the old name of J/Valvetti-
turai Private English School.
was in 1957 when I was in Jaffs
Education Department, this lapse
was detected and the name J/Chi-

s

ogs

thambara C(;':i(;‘;“fe was E'Egi tered
and gazetted. Thereafterin 1857,
the schoo! was raised as a Grade 11

I
English School and again in 1939
due to the untiring e
Iyengar and the M?mage
school was raised to Grad
Iyenger retired on Ul-10-1960 and
returned to India. his native place

Ambasamudram and thereafter he
passed away. On 01-07-1960 under
the DBandaranayake Government
the schools became managed by
Directors of Education and Mr,
Badiudin Mohamed was the
Minister of Education.

Thanks to the Director of
Education late Mr. S, F. de Silva
and Education Officer, late Mr.
S. U. Somasegaram who were very
coraul and helpful in upgrading
this school to Grade 1 keeping in
par with the other Grade I Schools

We are proud tc mention that
several of our past pupils held
very high positions as Supreme
Court Judge, High Court Judge
and as other Judges and as Pre-
sident Counselr Some were and
even now in the Administrative
Service and in many bigh posit-
ions as Doctors and Engineers.
We are proud of our achieve-

ments in Education and Sports
at zll Island level.

O
Thanking you all,

No pesson 1is

unhappy =as he

either

so happy or so

imagines.

-—— Rochefoucauld
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Somasundaram Sivanarulsundarm
(Kandipan)
Advocate
Chithambara Remembered _

I think it is a proper attitude
and act of devotion to share with
all by mentioning about the ups
and downs of our beloved in-
stitution, Chithambara College, in
various fields in which it served
over the present century and also
to remember those who played re-
markable role in it.

By the hardships and hazar-
dous experiences that he under
went for his education by walking
up and down 10 miles to Point-
Pedrc, a cherished and noble
thought struck the mind of Mr
K. Chithambarapillai in the turn
of the last century that he shoulgd
found an educational institutior
for the people of Valvettiturai, who
hit headline in the sea-farming
and ship building industry.

Thus our beloved College was
established after his name ag
Chithambara Vidyalaya on 1lth
November 1896.

g tinat the centinary
our college was not
with pomp and page-
antry due to the uneasy situation
that prevailed ali over Northern
Province and instead a Centenary
Souvenier is being published to
mark the occassion by our Past
Pupils Association of Chithambara,
and being a proud student ofthe
college, 1 take this rare oppor
tunity to pay respect and homage
to so many notable past staff and
students, who contributed their mite
in the promotion, advancement and
development of this proud insti-
tution by writing a few lines of
rememberence with due respect.

Mr. '\f', Sinnathamby was the
Principal of this institution who
did yeomex. service when it was a
Vidyalaya, between the lst and
rid wars.

Four distinguished Indian
Teachers came from Tamil Nadu

1€
and exerted every bit of their
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the students who

to this institation from

Jiterature).
[ndian

beiuved
teachers went back to India after
their retirement. Their services of
devotion is still vividly felt heartily
by their proud students who served

the country and the people by
virtue of their high position and
cccupation in  Goverment service
and private lives.

Mr. S. Vannamamalai Iyengar
was an excellent teacher of English
and Logic. Ile mastered English
in all aspects and respects and
imparted that high standard of
English which resulted in many
students to occupy high positions
in various fields such as Sri Lanka
Administrative Service, Medical
profession, Engineering profession,
Legal profession anc

) in occupy-

ing bigh positicns in the Gover-
ment Clerical services and Post
and Telecommunication services,

Mr. Krishna Iyengar excelled teach-
ing equally in English and Sanskrit.

D, bt Pl sims Wy
But all teachers t: wagnt all
O

subjects

with fwmahry proficieacy and

During rineig hEp of
Mr. Vannamams: angar  and
Mr. T. Aru h the
help of other viz; Messrs
Murugupillai, ah, A,
Swbramaniam, G. V. Ratnam, M.
V. Mahalingam, M. Kandiah, K,

V. Nadarajah, N. Sundaramom rthy.
M. Muthucumarasamy, V. Satha-
sivam, K. Kulanthaivel, S. Jega-
nanthaguru, S. Thisaiveerasingham,
P. Puvanasundaram, V. J. Jeya-
rajasingham, S. Ratnasingham, V.
Shanmugarajah, A. Thiagarajah,
P. Balasubramaniam, S. R. Aria-
ratnam, Kandappa, K. Paramaguruy,
A. Sivasamy, Velummylum, Mrs.
Rajeswary  Jegananthaguru and
others, our college excelled in all
the school educational and extra
curricular activities.

It is also worthy to mention
here about Mr. K. R. Srinivasa
Iyangar who was here in this great
little town from 1928 until 1932,
He left our school and finished
his M. A. and cbtained his doctrate
in English Literature and cu-
Iminated his career as the Vice
Chanceller of the Andra Predesh
University, He on hearing 2 sad
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report of a pregnant woman being-
killed by the Sri Lankan Navy
Gun Boat shelling in 1984, with
a full and heavy heart for the
people of Valvettiturai, he wrote
an article captioned “A Requiem
for the people of Valvettiturai” in
foll half page of Madras ‘Hindua’
paper which was also translated in
the Tamil daily ‘Ealanada’ in which
he proudly mentioned that he go
the theme for his Austrahdh
Paradise” (a poetrical wr:”"“ from
the way of hard life of the navi-
gational sea farming community of
Valvettiturai. He remembered the
sweet memories of his life with
his students and people of Val-
vettiturai and quoted an incident
that he saw at Valvettiturai Itis
here only that he saw on the beam
of our school building, a rat
chasing after a snake instead of
the snake chasing the rat which
indirectly reflected and portended
the bravery and courage that he
saw in person of the people around
here.

In the thirties; forties and
fifties of this century our college
produced many students who pass
ed the London Cambridge Seniors
and Senior School Certificate.

During the late forties and early
fifties onr college eame to the final

in the national school volley ball

championship. Many personalities
who excelled in volley ball in the
national level were worthy to be
mentioned. Messrs S. Balasingham,
Rajaratnam, S.  Panchalingam
C. Pathmanathan 8. A. Tharaj,
singam, R. Anantharajah, Sinna-
Mahotkadamoorthys
Vijayan, Kathirgarmathamby (who
epresentedthe Ceylon
Nation Volley Ball Team) A. V.
Arunachchalam and N, Kuogathas
in the fifties. In the sixties and
seventies  our became
Northern  Province wvolley ball
champion. Those who excelled in
the sixties are Messrs M. Muthuo-
samy, S. Pooranachandran, K.
Thevasigamany, S. Sivagnanasun-
tharam, K. Mohanadas, K. S. Siva-
narulsundaram, S. Jeyabalasingham
and S, Thangavadivel. In the year
1967 our college volley ball team
went up to the semi final in the
National Schoo! Championship after
winnig three consecutive matches
and was narrowly beaten at
Kalutara, the score being 16-14
and I3 - 13

tharai,

Al
C_H!.;.qf‘_‘

Our college 1st

eleven ‘soceer
became the
champions in the Jaffna Schools
Championship Tournament in the
‘Bf group. Some name worthy te
be remémbered antd mentioned

those who excelled in the teams

team many a time
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are Messrs S, Sivaganeshan, A,

V. Arunachchalam, A. V. Kumar.
K. Mylarumperumal, 8. Tharma-

ratnam, K. Thevasigamany, A. S.
Rajendran, A. S. Arulpiragasam,
R. Thurailingam, R. Appulingam,
S. Yogachandran, A. V. Nadarajah,
V. Karthiﬁesu, S. Sivagnanasun-
daram, S. Sivanesan, 8. Rajadurai,
T, Puthirfasxgamam' S. Thanga-
vadivel, 5. Jeyabaiasingam and
others.

Our College did well in ath-
letics. Those who did well in
athletics in the fifties, sixties and
seventies are Messrs 5. Sivapatha
sundaram, {(Putt Shot), R. Thurai
lingam (Put Shot), A. V. Aruna
chalam (Middle Dietzmae}, K. iml
singam, A.S. ! a
Shot), = Slvu» .“ar su
S. Sivarurulbm,daum
nts), T. Puthirasigamany, K. Vije-
yarajah and others who won promi
nent provincial awards

(sprint Eve

Mr. T. Navaratnaraj
a past student of this College
did excell in I‘J:ﬁjii;:-n:ﬂ
Championship tournamet
Mr. A Ratnasinghar
distinguished player of Badminton
Table '1" nis and Cricket in the
Government Service Tournaments,
They are all now leading a retired
life.

:
fos]

In the field or drama, late
Mr. S, Yogaratnam and Mr. V.

Paskarasundram played their role

admirably in the play “Veera
pandiya Katta Bomman”. M:. S.
Sivayogasundaram {Aruchunan)

excellantly played the role of
‘Vihiar’ and Mr- K. Chandralingam
the role of ‘Nuandan’ along with
Mr. R. Sivasothy in drama
‘Nandar’. The play won the first
place in Jaffra U, D.C. in 1958

I with sheer memory of mine
wish to say proudly that our past
students did enter and do occupy
in the
the nation with their distinguish
career. Those
}itiei to be

Administrative services of
r

~
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EARSA I\
V. Veluommy
others.

to be mentio
R. Kumarapil
dran, L.

i)*" '::a Ram

and ¢ stain-
entioned are

the engineering tacult
ed their do trate to ben
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Messrs Senthivel, Ph. D, A. S.
Rajendran Ph. D, 5. Paramasiga
~ >

S
many Ph. D., C. Kandasamy,
5. Pathmanathan, ,_‘ivahdgam
S. Shanmugavadivel, T. Samba

sivam, Sri Ganeshavela gut‘nam and

others.

Messrs. M. Nallanthuvan
S. BSelvendra, V. Santhanagopal,
Kanthasamy, Sivagnanam  and
Mrs. Sivagnanasundaram are to be
mentioned as Chartered Account-
ants and Messrs. V. Thuraiswamy,

M. Nadanasigamany, P. Kantha-
swamy, S. Kumarasamy  and
others served as Accountants in
various Government Deaprtments.

In the field of Law some dist-
inguished persom}zﬁties

oceupied
pristine positions in the Judicia]
Service of the nation f.ate Mr,

P. Sriskandarajah occupied the
position of Supreme Court Judge.

Mre. K. Bala
Judge, My
District Cou
T\vArJiiﬂEJal

Court
gamany
Mr. K.
;.*nm,e.‘.
Mano

AN r

adivel High

narulsundarm,

and

Our college Scount movement

{12 th Jaffna Troop) was initially
trained and developed under the
able guidance of Mr. S. R. Ari-
yaratnam, Mr. V. Ratnavadivel,

Mr. S. Saunthamoorthy and late
Mr. M. Ariyaratnam and then
under Mr. K. Chelvanayagam

 Former Principal of Chitha mba;a).
OCur (“omge (12th Troop) won
the First place cn many an occas
-sion in the  Jaffna. Jamboree

conducted by Jaffna Schools. In
1965 our College was awarded the
‘Island’ Merit Flag’ for its servi-
ces and skills. Late Mr. E. W
Kanangara, the patron of scout
movement in Ceylon then, visited
our school to honour our troop
in 1965.

1 will be failing in my objec
tive if I fail to metion those who
did well in elocution eontests in
the district and provinial level.
Mr. Krishnamoorthy did well in
Tamil elocution contest conducted
by the N. P. T. A. in the late
sizties, Mr. Sritharan won remar-
ka‘)lu ‘mc es in the Junior group
f D‘?*""ct

o

Provinecivl level reci
elocution centest i

tation and
] xties.
Mr. K. S. Sivanarulsundaram (Ka

-ndeepan} won District and Previ
-ncial awards in the senior and

st inthe late six

post senior group oratorial contests
in Extempore in the late
and in 1970.

sixties
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Parameswary, B.
N. Pranewsary and Messrs S. Siva

N ¢

yogasundaram and R. Sivaanbu
and others fared extremely we
in the contest for vocalist in the
field of music.

In the eighties and nineties
our College was badly damaged

by shelling and bombing. In 1987
it was quoted in the Madras fortni
ghtly magazine “Frontline” with
photographs that our College had
been bombed and damaged by
the Sri LLankan Air Force. As our
College was situated and located
in the Northern tip of Jaffna penin
sula at Valvettiturat and very
close t0 the Army Camp which
was established hardly 200 yards-

i in the very
bungalow

away from the College,
place which was the

owned by the Missionaries.

Many past students still do
distinguish service in the interna
tional shipping field following
their forefathers who had been so
prominent in the field of naviga-
tion. Late Mr. K. Mohanadas
(Captain), Mr. S. Sivanesan (Cap
tain) and Mr. P rajah
(Captain) were all
of the College.

Messrs A. Thirapathy, T. Na
varatnam, S.  Gnanamoorthy
K. Srirangan, who are not living
among us and Mr. V. Ratnavadi
-vel were all past students of the
Chithambara and did yeoman
service for the improvement of
Town when they were Chairman
of the Town Council. Late Mr.
K. Sabaratnam who was also the
Chairman of the Town Council
contributed financially 1o the
school. Other notabie contributors
to the school were Late Mr. S.
V. Nadarajah, whe donated an
entire Library and Late Mr
sothy: (Neduval sothy) and Late
Mr. K. Somasun
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Myrs. Sunthary Nithanasundaram
Retired Principal,

Valvai Mahalir Maba Vidyalayam

Remembering Chithambara

When I think of Chithamara
i am reminded of Charles Ambrose
Lorenz who says — ‘It is pleasing
to thing of other days, to refer
to things and persons of former
times, so changed, so different
from those around us’’. 1 feel
proud and happy to think about
my Alma - mater Chithambara
College our principal and the
teachers who discharged their
duties efficently. I have a faint
image of these happy days and
so it is not an easy task to

recollect everything in an orderly
manner, after a lapse of nearly
half a century. Chitha
-mbara College was founded by
the late Mr. Chithambarapillai
in 1896. The College had been
managed superbly from its incep
tion and the management got down
learned teachers from the vicinity
and even went to the extent of
getting down extra brilliant Gra-
duate teachers from South India
as there was a dearth of Gra-
duate teachers then. Today our
College has completed one hund
red years of dedicated  service,
a unique and unparalied achieve
ment.

As an old girl, 1 wish to
pay my tribute to a great hum-
anitarian and administrator- Mr.
S. V. Aiyangar, our Principal.
1 think it is proper to quote the
words of Ponn in this context-
“five things are requisite to a
good officer-ability, clean hands,
despatch, patience and impar-
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tiality’> All these things were
characteristic features of our

Principal. He joined our college
as the principal and continued
in the same capacity until bis

retirement. His attire a verti, shirt
and a coat and he used to roam
about with a cane in his hand,
along the corridors of class rooms
at least twice or thrice a day.
Uniike these days perfect silence
prevailed when the classes were
in progress, the voice of either
the teacher or a student only
could be heard in a class room.
Qur Principal’s fluency in the
English language was well known.
His simplicity, sincerity and able

guidance paved the way for
Chithambara 1o become a well
diciplined institution and  the
College reached its zenith 1n

academic sports and other fields
during his period. I think it is
befitting t¢ make a special men-
tion of our senmior Gurus Mr K.
Sivasailam, Krishna Aiyangar and
S. V. Aiyangar. They were Consc-
ientious, highly qualified persona-
lities who hailed from South
India and they moved with the
students and people as if they
were one among us. Mr. Siva-
sailam taught wus Hygiene. He
felt the heat wunbearable, pers
piring profusely all the time and
used to swirl over his face, a
palmyrah ola fan. A bright red

‘namam’ adorned the forehead
of Mr. Krishna Aivengar . a
quite simple man, We were {or-
tunate to learn English under him
in the S. S. C. Calss. All of us
used to listen spell bound when
he started his lesson. His explan-
ation was very vivid, interesting,
humorous and complete. His
classes were lively. I still remem
-ber the main characters of our
Text Book ‘Tale of Two Cities’
lingering in my mind - Dr. Mane
tte, Jerry Cruncher, Madame Lucy
Mapette Defarge and so on. We
were so impressed by the characters,
of the novel that we called our gra-

eful teacher Miss T. Veluppillai
Lucy Manette’. The difficals,

poems in ‘Plate of Gold® from
which we acquired good morals,
were made easy by his way of
teaching.

I remember with gratitude
all my teachers for the contribu-
tion they made in the field of
education. Three of our senior
teachers Messrs. Candappa, Siva—
samy and Nadaraja, came all the
way form Point Pedro, six miles
away at a time when there were
no vans or buses for transport,
Mr. Sivasamy was a short simple
man but as far as work was
concerned he was a giant. He
tqok arithmetic when we were
in standard Seven. Mr. Murugu-
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pillai was in charge of Geogra-
phy. He had the subject in his
fingure tips and made us memo-
rise the names of rivers, mounta—
ins, countries of the world and
their capitals. Noteworthy Scieance
teachers of our period were
Messrs. Vallipuram. Arulsundaram,
Sathiyamoorthy and Abraham from
South India. They were illustrious
Science teachers and all those who

studied under them considered
themselves fortunate. It was
unfortunate that except Mr

Arulsundaram all the others left
the school after some time. Mr.

Mahadevan our Tamil teacher.
was a genius.His method of teaching
captivated the minds of his students.
His excellent style made him a
writer of articles and stories.
Mr. R Kulanthaivel, who did
not mind much about anything
taught us Religion in standard
four. Mr. V. Nadarajah, a seaior
teacher devoted his entire service
to Chithambara College. His fa-
vourite subjects were English and
Arithmatic He made the students
study and in his classes almost
all the students passed in the
above entioned subjects. Mr.
V. Sathasivam who taught hin-
duism and Tamil was not strict
as his borother Mr. Nadarajah.
His method of teaching was good
and he made the classes lively
by relating interesting stories in

/ ’J

the course of his teaching.
Mr. Muthucumarasamy wheo join-
ed our school when we were

in Prep 8.5.C., was a very jovial
type of person He was a great
Tamil scholar who taught us
Tamil literature.

In our time too every enco-
uragement was given to aesthetic
subjects such as Art and Music. Go
-ing to the Art room was a great
thrill to us because the room
was adorned with lively portraits,
beautiful scenery and lovely pain-
tings drawn by our art teacher
Mr. P. Balasubramaniam, who,
was weil known as ‘Bala Master’.
His paintings appeared lively and
1 lack words to describe their
charm. Mr. Nadarajah our Music
teacher, had great 1eputat10n as
a very good carmatic musician.
He had a musical  gait,
His musical recitals used to take

place at our Sivan temple on

-

Thiruvathirai Day’.

There were six lady teachers
during our 1)€‘i0d Viz; Mrs.
Arulsundaram, Miss J. Kanapathi-
pillai, Miss G. Narayanasamy,
Miss T, Veluppillai, Mrs. S. Sel-
varatpam and Mrs. P. Ratnam.All
of them were very gentle and
they never used i.i sh words or
gave usserver punishments, Needle
work was a compulsory subject in
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those days and with the help
and guidance of our lady teachers,
we could do attractive embroi-
dary work. The intensive train-
ing given by Mrs. Arulsundaram,
Miss Kanapathipiilai and  Miss
Veluppillai heiped us ‘o secure
places at V.T.A and P.T. com
petitions.  Miss Kanapathipillal
and Miss Velluppilai were very
young then. 1 think they were
in their teens and treated us as
their sisters. 1 still remember the
day we went to Palali Airport
to bid farewell to Miss Velup-
pillai when she left for India
for higher studies. When we were
in standard four Miss Nara-
vanasamy was our English teacher
and she laid a firm foundation.
She was an ideal teacher but she
gave up teaching after her marri-

age.

Now I must come to 16
difficult subject - ‘i}if-ic'z;_.»if;.
cannot think ol discipline in those
days without thinking of Mr.

(D

Ratnam Master of Udupiddy.
Although he was a ‘Man of
Terror’, he had the inderest of the
schoo! and sfudekt at heart. He

was a short, "il.sir, medium sized
man whose chief duty was to
maintain the discipline of the
school. He carried a cane in his
hand and plied it not onlyon the
backs of mischievous boys and

girls but also on the backs of
innocent students. According to
him, good discipline was neces-
sary to train students to tread on
the correct path. Even when we
complained about our teachers with
tears in our eyes and pain in our
hearts, our parents did not pay a
heed to us. In their opinion, the
teachers were ‘infalliable’ and were
held in high esteein. So there was
no ‘Court of Appeal’ for the
punishments meted to us.

During those days there were
not many extra curricular acti-
vities. The sports meet was held
annuaily on a grand scale and it
was the happiest day not only for
the students but also for the
entire village. When I think of
sports, the senior teacher who
comes to my memory is Mr, S,
R. Ariyaratnam of Udupiddy, His
“')nf“ibution in the field of sports
and scouting was remarkable. Dur-
ing his period our college shone
in various sports activities. He
was also a painstaking teacher
who has a high place in the minds
of his students. He was our only
‘Logic’ master then and he in-
stilled the power of reasoning and
aught us to differentiate between
right and wrong. We learnt many
excellent lessons on the sports

field - obedience, the principles of
justice and Faupmy, Te"f*zw for
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the rules, punctuality, loyalty,
compromise and give and take.
These helped us to live with
courage and determination. An-
other sports master 1 cannot for-
got 1s Mr. K. M. Ariyaratnam. He
was a good commentator. During
the sports meets his running com-
mentaries captivated the minds of
the spectators. His words and
commanding voice are still ringing
in my ears. The other event we
enjoyed was the Saraswathy pooja.
Film shows were organised from
timme to time and we had weekly
‘Literary Meetings’ which helped
us to cultivate our different talents.
Another interesting personality is
Mr. S. Namasivayampillai who

was noted for his curious habit
of adhering to Ghandian prin-
ciples. He was a much respected
man in religious and cultural
circles. He could go on speaking
for hours and hours and ian his
speeches he naver failed to meni-

ion about Ghandi his wit and
wisdom.
The Manager, Principal and

some of the teachers were residing
in houses adjoining the school.
Mr. G. Thaiyalpagar the manager
of the school used to stroil round
the school having a glance at the
classes. Being a very pious man,
he thought it was desirable to
have a temple near the school.

With this noble intention he built

the Sunthareswarar Temple’ and
the ‘Kumbabisekam’® was done

with much pomp and pageantry.
We were not aware of School
Development Societies in those
days but there was co - operation
between the parents and the staff

and as such the school functioned
very smoothly.

We studied in a congenial
environment without any siress or
fear. Our school was not second
to any other school and it has
the previlage of producing so many
eminent men in all walks of life
from time to time. Her cld students
work  as eminent  Doctors,
Engineers, Accountants, Judges,
Lawyers, Teachers and Business-
men in all parts of the world.
After reading all these anyone
may pause the question why
Chithambara has not reached the
zenith after 100 years of its 1n-
ception. | must admit that now
she is not what she was then but
it is unfair to put the blame on
the administrators, teachprs or

students. Students of feeder schools
who pass the :;-'.du.}i;.:!%h}p e€xami-
nation and those who are good

at studies, seek admission to lead.
ing schools elsewhere. If parents
send their children to Chithambara
it will rise up to its former
position. Chithambara has the
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bpildings, a good laboratory, a
nice environment and teachers and
above all the education authorities
are cver ready to fulfil the needs
of every school under their juri
sdiction,

We must all join hands and

march towards the goal of raising -

Chithambara to its former glory,

Arise, awake and stop not till
the goal is reached be our motto.

“*He who thinks in Weeks
plants grass,

he who thinks in Years
plants grass,

he who thinks in Centuries

' Educates men'’

A. Chinese proverd

—~

W

Little mind are

tamed and Subdued

by misfortune but great minds rise about it.

Happiness
after full

is defined as
honest effort.

satisfaction

—Arnold Bennet,
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Down Memory Lane

S, Pathunarajah
Retired: Asst. Commissioner
Dept of Registration of Persons

When |
grew up, and
my  parents
decided that
it was time
1 should ent-
er school,
they did not
encounter
“  any difficulty
as there were the three big edu-
cational insittutions geographically
dispersed in my village. to serve
the educational needs of the
children - the American Mission
School popularly known as the
Ariyakuddi Pallikkoodam, situated
in the eastern side board of the
town, Sivaguru Vidhyasalai known
as the Aalady Pallikkoodam in
the western sector of the village
and the Chidambara Vidyalayam
lying on the western outskirts of
the town. For this, we should be
grateful to the large hearted souls
of our village who established
these schools.

Long before  Chidambara
College was founded- those in our
village who sought educational
advancement, had to trek a distance
of 5 miles to Pt Pedro to attend
school. The need to establish a
fully - fledged school in our village
itself was felt by many, but re
mained only a dream. It finally
became a reality through the muni
ficence of the Late Mr. Chidam
parapillai, who spent his wealth,
time and energy in founding this
College. It 1s a matter of pride
that this College has turned out
many worthy and distinguished
citizens who are adorning the ad
ministrative and social life of this
country. It was a fitting and
worthy remembrance to the selfless
service of Mr. Chidamparapiliai
that this College was named after
him.
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Mr. Thaiyalpakar, who funct-

ioned as the Manager of the
College for long years, managed

it well and laid a solid foun-
dation for the advancement of
the College. It was the time, when
the students had to pay for their
education and the Manager had
to disburse salaries to the teach-
ing staff from the fees collected
from the parents. Not all the
parents paid regularly, and it was
tight ropewalk for the Manager.
But he, with his artful diplomacy,
perseverance and dedication,
managed the affairs, single han-
dedly. He was a kind spirit, who
would not turn away a student
willing to study but who does
not have the necessary where withal.
These students were exem pted from
paying fees, but had to contribute
to the welfare of the College, by
performing certain specified ser-
vices.

My memory is that I
student of this College trom 1938
till 1946, I can ly re l
the College was by
a band of able and devoted
teachers, who 100k up to their
vocation, seriously. Most of them
hailed surrounding
villages. Transfer of teachers was
not heard of then, and they

o~

€came part and parcel of the

from the

school inventory. It was one
family, from the Principal down
to the school boy cum peen,
distributing the attendance regi-
sters. The future and advancement

of the teachers and students were
intertwined. There was constant

communication beiween the teacher
and the parents and he was always
available for w:‘n“"lfatiﬁn and

advice. I could clearly remember
the  revered Mr. Nadarajah

(popularly called as Polikandy
Nadarajah Master), who- was my
Class Teacher for the 7th Standard,

a strice disciplinarian, and a
stickler for *)un:tu;%;f'v; trudging
the entm, distance of 1& miles
from Polikandy to the College.
in spotlessly clean veri and

national and returning home in

that we sj
With the passage
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with the transfer of management
into Governmental hands new
policies and thinking have been
introduced. Chidambara College
had to fall in line and is man-
fully battling to serve the needs
of the student community in
spite of the difficult situation in
which the educational institutions
in the North are facing now.

The College has completed
100 years of its existence and is
celebrating its Centenary. It is
the large heartedness and the

generosity of the public spirited
people of the town and the past
students that have made this
College to grow from strength to
strength. This souvenir is an

expression of our thankfulness
to the Almighty and all those
who laboured to build this

College and bring it to the present
standard of  excellence. The
organisers should be commended
for the great courage and deter-
mination 10 bring out this
souvenir which will be a fitting
remembrance of the past history
of this College, for posterity. O

In His Life Christ is an example showing us how to Live,

In His death he is a sacrifice satisfying for our sins,

In His resurrection a conquer,

In His ascensions a king,

In His intercession, a high priest.

— Martin Lurther
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