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PREFACE

This book is an effort to revisit the life and ministry of the saintly priest and the
audacious Apostle of the island of Ceylon Fr. Joseph Vaz. He was in every sense a man
of God alive and responsive to the numerous and vicious challenges that surrounded
him and nearly engulfed his life and ministry from all directions, not least among
these are political, historical, personal, territorial, religious and institutional.

His personal life was in constant danger every hour and every day. Religio - political
extremism of the Dutch conquerors was his irst and worst enemy seeking to devour his
life. His personal safety, survival and continuity as a priest and a true servant of God
were incessantly put to the most horrible forms of test.

With undaunted faith he overcame all the obstacles on his path of mission and ministry

to the most vulnerable Tamil and Sinhala Catholics who themselves faced arrest, torture,

decimation and death in the hands of the Dutch military. It is against this backdrop of

horror and terror that we should understand his exemplary priestly life and exceptional

missionary vigour. The radical missionary method that he had opted for at that time

comes very close to what we now call contextualization or inculturation in
contemporary theological language.

Fr. Joseph Vaz was not theorizing, preaching or experimenting on inculturation. He just
- responded to the needs and exigencies of his times. Gauging carefully the double-edged
hostility of his troubled times namely the Dutch religio-political persecution in its
extremist forms; he resorted to a simple but profound pastoral method that enabled the
Catholic faith to seep deep into the life of the few families who were like the root of
Jesse.

Through his courageous and creative use of the local languages of The Tamil and
Sinhala nations and by adapting to the native religio-cultural symbolisms and
expressions he pioneered an excellent form of catechetical contextualization and
liturgical inculturation that became the firm foundation of the Catholic faith during the
murderous regime of the Dutch who had mercilessly massacred thousands of local
Catholics almost all the Portuguese Franciscan and Jesuit missionaries who were
watering the seeds of faith planted by their predecessors in the fertile sdil of Jafna,
Mannar and other parts of the island of Ceylon.



Fr. Jacome Gonsalves, the eminent successor of Fr. Joseph Vaz built on the irm
foundations laid by his predecessor and a cascade of excellent Catholic Tamil and
Sinhala literary works began to flourish thanks to his creative genius. Fr. Gonsalves
made use of  local folk literature, plays, drama and poetry into his catechetical and
evangelization apostolate and gave a new energy and rigour to the faith and celebration
of the Catholic communities. We hope to bring out a book on Fr. Jacome Gonsalves
and his lasting ¢ontributions to the Catholic Church in the island.

I am thankful to Anthonypillai Jesuthasan an eminent and dedicated Catholic leader
from Sillalai presently living in Canada for taking the initiative to bring out this little
booklet to celebrate the matchless missionary work of St. Joseph Vaz. I also wish
express my gratitude to The President and Members of The Sillalai Social and Cultural
Association of Canada for giving us their unconditional support.

As editors we owe a deep debt of gratitude to all those who have contributed essays and
articles in Tamil, English and Konkani languages.

Thushyanthan Ratnarajah, a prominent Canadian Tamil, who worked briefly with the
World Bank office in Colombo spent a great deal of time designing the format of the

book and its cover. We thank him for his generosity and friendship.

Amuthu Joseph Vaz Chandrakanthan
Toronto
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Saint Joseph Vaz

April 21, 1651 to January 16, 1711



Saint Joseph Vaz

St. Joseph Vaz arrived in Jaffna in the year 1687 and in 1689, taking up his
residence in a village called Sillalai where the Catholics were numerous and
resolute, Vaz succeeded in reviving the spirit of the faithful. (Wikipedia)
Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of Canada '

May 10,2015.



In remembrance of his Canonization by His Holiness Pope Francison ~

Wednesday the Fourteenth of January 2015 at the Galle Face Green
in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

The above is a photo of the Crucifix given by St. Joseph Vaz to a
family in Sillalai, which is being preserved and treasured by the

descendants to this day. .
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Introduction

At the Executive Committee meeting of Sillalai Social And Cultural Association of Canada
held after a few days ot the Canonization of St. Joseph Vaz, it was decided to print and
distribute a picture prayer card on his feast day celebrated on May 10™2015. It was further
decided to print a Souvenir on the life and missionary work of the Saint to be released on
the feast day of ‘Kathirai Chelvi’ in August. We approached our Saint’s namesake, Fr.
Joseph Vaz Chandrakanthan, who readily agreed to help us. We acknowledge with
gratitude Fr. Chandran’s help in writing the prayers for the prayer card and obtaining
articles from HE Thomas Cardinal Collins, Toronto Archbishop, from the Goan

community in Canada and others.
Editor

Terrence R. Jesuthasan
President,
Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of Canada.

It is my pleasure and privilege to send this message of felicitation to the Souvenir being
printed in commemoration of the Canonization of St. Joseph Vaz.

The Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of Canada was formed in the year 2001. From
then on, the feast day of St. Joseph Vaz is celebrated annually, with a festive High Mass
participated by members in large numbers and a reception held thereafter.

In remembrance of the Canonization on January 14, 2015, we printed a picture prayer card
in both English and Tamil and distributed to all on his feast celebrated on May 10, 2015. In
_ addition, this Souvenir is being printed to be released on the feast day of “Kathirai Chelvi”
on August 15, 2015.

St. Joseph Vaz, Pray for us.
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“ JESUS MUST INCREASE”

&Y. Bev. Date Autony Selvanayagam, 0D. D.5.P.7

Bishop Emeritus of Penang

Dear Friends,

Souvenir to honour Saint Joseph Vaz

I am happy to pen a few words to honour St. Joseph Vaz. | am proud to
know that the people of Sillalai are prepared to honour St. Joseph Vaz, not in Sillalai,
but in Toronto, which has become their home. Saint Joseph Vaz was very much
associated with Sillalai, where he took many risks to preach the good news of Jesus
and won many to Jesus. Sillalai owes a great “Thank You” to Joseph Vaz and the
publication of the Seuvenir ih memory of Joseph Vaz is a very appropriate gesture by
the Sillalai people in Toronto.

Although faraway, you never forget “Kathirai Maathaa” the mother of
Jesus and our mother of Sillalai.

I was happy to have been in Colombo on the 14" of January 2015 to
celebrate the canonization of the St.Joseph Vaz with Pope Francis.

Through the ‘Sillalai Social & Cultural Association of Canada’ continue to

remember Sillalai, ask St. Joseph Vaz and “Kathirai Maathaa” to-pray for all who are in
Sillalai, Toronto and everywhere. . .

God Bless Yau All

With Love of Christ,

+%}”’ -

Bishop Emeritus of Penang
Date: 9" Guly 2015




Rev. Dr. Justin B Gnanapragasam
Vicar General — Jaffna Diocese
Bishop’s House
Jaftna
Sri Lanka.
[ am very pleased to send this message of greetings and prayers to the Sillalai Social and
Cultural Association of Canada as they celebrate the canonization of St.Joseph Vaz, the
Apostle of Sri Lanka.

As 1 drove into Sillalai in January to celebrate the feast of St.Joseph Vaz, soon after the
canonisation, | had a strange fecling of walking into a sacred place where a great saint
had walked to rekindle the faith of the Catholics, not only of Sillalai, but also of the
entire Valigamam area. Sillalai is now a blessed land and the labours of St.Joseph Vaz
has yielded a hundred fold, a seventy fold.

When Joseph Vaz landed in Jaftna, the Catholics who were threatened and persecuted
by the Dutch rulers, advised him to go to Sillalai and that the Moopar of Sillalai, being a
daring man, will not allow the Dutch to overpower him. Sillalai was a safe place for him
to stay and revive the Catholic faith of the people. The faith of the Moopar and the
people paved the way for the Catholics to have Eucharistic celebrations and prayers.
Such is the sacredness of Sillalai. The people of Sillalai, wherever they may live, should
be proud of the fact of helping to rekindle the faith of the Catholics of Jaffna and also of .
the whole Island of Sri Lanka.

It is my sincere wish that you all should walk in the path shown by St.Joseph Vaz to
rekindle the faith in others through your exemplary faith and the assistance you give to
others through your Association. May St.Joseph Vaz bless you all. The Irish people
have/had a custom of wishing friends as they depart with these words, “Keep faith”.
May I pray and wish that you keep the faith that was rekindled in you through the
labours of St.Joseph Vaz. May you all have the constant intercession of St.Joseph Vaz,
the Apostle of Sri Lanka.
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Rev. Fr. Emil Rajeswaran Paul
Parish Priest
Sillalai.
May 15, 2015,

I have been privileged and fortunate to be serving as the Parish Priest of Sillalai when the
greatest event in the history of the Church in Srilanka took place, that is, the canonization of the
Apostle of Srilanka Saint Joseph Vaz. The parish house in which | am living now is just a few
meters away from the place where St. Joseph Vaz is said to have lived in a small hut, and I am
certain that the soil of the environment had been blessed with the gentle touch of his holy feet. It
truly gives me a feeling of grace whenever 1 recall the mission of the Saint in this holy village,
known as 'Little Rome".

The people of God of my parish are immensely blessed with the plan of God who designed the
mission of St. Joseph Vaz in such a way that he had to choose Sillalai as his base to do his
greatest mission of protecting the faith of the country. It gives me pride and honour to
commemorate the faithful of Sillalai at the time of Saint Joseph Vaz, as they underwent
immense hardships, and even sacrificed their precious lives for the sake of protecting and
assisting Saint Joseph Vaz in his mission, and to become themselves to be called with the
significant title, the Martyrs of Jaffna.

The Chapel that was built a couple of years ago (16.01.2013) on the spot where the hut of St.
Joseph Vaz was located, receives frequent pilgrims from all over Srilanka, and they feel blessed
to visit Sillalai to receive the faith which they possess due to the indispensable mission of St.
Joseph Vaz. Immediately after the canonization we organized a grand procession of the Statue
of St. Joseph Vaz along the lanes of the village both to thank the Lord for giving us a Saint and
to honour the Saint who has been honoured and glorified by the Lord Himself. It was the first
ever procession of St. Joseph Vaz in the history of our diocese, perhaps of our country.

1 take this opportunity to thank the publishers "Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of
Canada" of this Souvenir in honour of St. Joseph Vaz, and I pray for all of them and their
families who undertook this venture, which I believe is a significant contribution to the life of
Faith of the people of Sillalai. I implore God's blessings upon all of you. May the powerful
intercession of St. Joseph Vaz fill you all with abundant graces of the Almighty.

May our mother Kathirai chelvi and Apostle of sillalai St. Joseph Vaz intercede for you all. God
Bless you.



INSTITUT VOLUNTAS DEI

Bureau du directeur général

7385, boul. Parent, Trois-Riviéres, QC Canada G9A 5E1
Tel: +1.819.375.7933 Fax: +1.819.691.1841
directeurgeneral@cgocable.ca

Saint Joseph Vaz - A Challenging Missionary

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations..." (Mt.28/18,19) Thus Jesus entrusted to the Church to
“continue His mission in the world. So Apostles committed wholeheartedly to this
service. They were the "witnesses of the sufferings of Christ" 1 Peter 5:1; so do all the
saints. Saint Joseph Vaz, the Apostle of Ceylon, was not an exception. He deserved to
be glorified, be followed by all Christians who are also called to proclaim the Gospel
and be respected by the whole Church for courageous evangelizing work in Sri Lanka.

Being a priest from Sillalai the soil of profound faith that protected Saint Joseph
Vaz, a pioneer missionary, I am proud of the first Sri Lankan saint because being born
in Goa, India, he came down to North Sri Lanka and took up residence at Sillalai, during
the Dutch persecution of Catholics.,

I gratefully remember all who toiled hard for the canonization of Joseph Vaz, the
Apostle of Sri Lanka. I also sincerely thank the Holy Father for having accepted the
petition of the faithful in Sri Lanka to recognize him as a saint who by his extraordinary
life of virtue continued the works of Jesus Christ and made his name known and loved.

Now what rests is only the challenge, the challenge of witnessing to Jesus Christ
and to live our lives according to the Good News. It is not only the responsibility of
priests, religious and consecrated laity, but of each and every baptized. Now that we
have our own saint, let all person from Sillalai, Sri Lanka, and from every part of the
world make an attempt with the Grace of God to become saints by our exemplary lives.
Let us follow the footsteps of Jesus and Saint Joseph Vaz to be the missionaries in our
own milieu in line with our own capacity of life.

May God bless all who make efforts now to publish this souvenir in
remembrance of Saint Joseph Vaz. May our Lord Jesus grant His graces to all who read
this publication. May the Holy Spirit sanctify all of us to be faithful to Jesus Christ and
His One, Holy, Apostolic and Catholic Church. :

Devotedly yours in the Lord,

TS e e

PN p— R

Rev. Fr. S. James Dunstan, I.V.Dei
Signed on June 04, 2015
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UsiisNensy  Bedteouill Gt @, JIpemw@WITBd  &6vbH  eleflen, Ul CHuiensowirs
ub@euD, DFFCamp imembHHHS GUTHID. DTflulsd PHTUID CHLTH SHeemsooBs
seflsgeud Gureim BHOUGD UILSmsT @oui  QasTavigmbeSTT el  BoHEE
SRIBSD  QUHSHMOBSHI. RUBHBL  UBBleneoluBHdH puieusBsobur  Gibom(peiuilesr
WLESHHIOUOES QLEHEDLOUD, SUFEOTHBHINITA|D, SUTLDAYMIOW WHTISHSHeUTSH, Weflh amLoul
FOWFFTILYD  Yeoam@GD.  FRSSHBETLIgeL  @eut  uswfiyflu  eupsiiursallmpbs
HmFFenUUleT aumpayBlenso UBMIUI eugsommiledr suTieney @elioulgHenmiilein Liewiulsner
LWSIISHoUemSUTed HUTL & SHlenswr|fluib.
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2. @evmemauied HHCHTEGHWD UFailweuTs

Cuiri g1bGaswifer ST6V6NNHEHI6N SUSSTLOILLL Curs@ s EHL 6 e @ 6mTL
BlemeouiGeusner  Slflerugoudh s  Gu@mLIfeyseiisd @siprenr &5HCHTElHE — FLOWID
BevrmBMUL  UBSDLHHFH. CuTTHHIECaHWRNeE o & elfleurdsad, opbaTOIiL
Curs@deEpd  orFuisd, QUTHETTHTY, aIfHSHE CEHTdEEHIHMed  HimewL LEUBD
Curdlaud Seuisafenr Fowds GHBECHTHN, BhdH DTFusd CHLNNGEH USTOIOTH
SIDHSHEH 6THILSI BHSHHI0 CBmeiTemiiLL. Gouemngul eyl

CumisgbCaw  BIIfiat UTHISTULD, DPFUId DIIFTmamDd  CurisbgHisCauld
HBIWTSEGHE HwewTed Siwwbhmwuiermed LB wHsHaemys Epflerosealisats
wHOTBHIeIS  SoH FowsHST Sglueni(l  UstlldeneT eaiml  66im  BLOLbens
DBBTVGHH60 LGRS BHSMLWITEID DiGSHMmSBW S LIBBL  weils BB
SSHWUTUFWIDTEH 6160 2_swiiellenmed  SHITemL UL L enowmguld  GuUNTHHisbCsuws
sipellwfler <urion &mev | wenpUFlLll Uswiluied oyuenss o &Gsus(pb, LoedBLILI6w
Gaulewaid, eemeil  wenpuilersnyd  HflevHayTds  CeucwiGowem  Hiswlleums
SiQIpd  @ElenanihEl - Selideng  UslleE  euguellimaid  QaETRSHSHI 6160
STEOTEINISHIED  HAUNSlELEN6V. ' :

3. &56z10058 sHeflFsvwuTsSH 6 LFdSuediyset

RQeomiemauled  UeGam  ugdHseled  GUPiLuTES  SHWOIiEsT  GFEBIHEHI  eumphH
UrCsemiseailsd uswiwmmpiw CumrissisCaswd sipellui, Sg wedpUFlLl Usmidadks
SOLWLTE  BBHHS DIDOMEHMBULID  Hels  HTUIMLaITSSHHMTO 2 hHlGUBD
B o W X ) HENFFOWIOUTSH o paiewniia) GarGw G aleuimiamsir. HLOG
wempLLNSGS SOLWTSNNBHS . FWITenisemsnud, = SPlerdGHeuTs0eond  cJeneoiLl
L FoW Bpeuermisemenun  CumisgidsCauld simeldst UsLBap sumasuigd sTallguID
SMQEITiG6 GIHIUSDGHF STAIDIB6T L o avi®.” GuMisgEIGCHsWT “sursit (Lpemenuied
LOSLOMHBBLD Q&unw (WWBASSTiE6m 6T60Im GBBFFTL G BFmIeIE]
BlevsydleimgHrullanib B maTet QUTCOTDBBIF FTEMIS6IT (I SIflgraeCsy
sreuILG@smer.’ CUITEHIGCHW BEOTFST] SIDFHRIBOEMUID LIPS S P SHISETULID
werbHHLLIW  yHw  Hopsd  Fflerogeauiser - Gosd Hewllusen peold  SieuTaHsiT
LS6WI(HLD FIOGHI (pesT@eormifledr werpullGsy  GFrmeusHTERILD HBBBHEVTD 61601
Cumissisbawsd Himelaet smBeni. @QEI@ID SHTD  aHTCETEWIL QBB Q6T
SHEOTFFNIMIGET, LUHIUTL (B SIDFRIBET FLOW 6UPemDE6T Wiey@ S Csrewi(h aubs
‘FHAW CausHBMmGID” GOLUILITET BLeYEhHEGD 6IHNWTe FTHSTENS 9 (HauTEHe0s0
FHUL_ L QFH6sm SPfwrenoullst o mAIUTEHL  gaverul weopwient  efl&alrs
QITHOONUD  Femsv  suPlurd - GFwideiimernt e HUGLSKISWI(PL — Slpflerogex
weopw  ‘FHAW  Gaus” ewip  LNgans o _awiad  @EINEbBE  Sieliderer
wapUILLUUNGE — omésld AECEL Y RSHmBW SIBs  SeNFEFLW
2 mIAHILTLI9ETe0 SHITWIL LIGUBMD @ Flov HImelli, gl FIOW SYEOWIBIGEN6IULLD
P BSH  SORBMOTUD HThd  albdyamids, Fomsodemen  SIPHOSHTLSEGLD
SienelB@ er 2 [ LB GFwBulLei seuBId SHeiadHBENwug.’
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4. oipdwed Fow (LPpreRTLTBES6iT

sl Ur8samsemer, @GMILLUTE eILUGHUTenan @T6wi(h (HESIW HTTERTRISEDHESSTSL
CumismsBawi  sod L FEG 2 L UBHS (POVHEHTTE6N.  (HHLTUSHTS eIl
UGHBemeN  HLHTL FHGLLUGHH M0  Eevmlendluisd @mbd  oeolmT  SenyGuimy
UrCsemisemend SeuisTemilLs @Rev@ 6160H  HOHINMIE6T.  SIWILTUSTE QL
SOIOWMIL LUGHBEDH6T CUBLOUTMHET FLQHBHD (PHHISGHMBHHE0 6)6wlHHHmend
Sg HLBUUTLIgIET CErewi(h  suFeorGweimid GumrisHibCawir  allpLlerTissrr.
uigid  ETBRIEEIESE  HUOPTEmeTs  Spfleogen  wenmpuiBe  BFTHFHIBOET6ITET
WoabHCUTHIBTET  CuTisdis CasWGSGSL  WrplumTen  SFF@IGGLemLulevTer
AMGITHUD, (PIEWILTHD  Safewid  Qubmer.’ Qse @B  @oFCLITIL - LGS UTed
Aobas 16 b ETHBTewigsT  BEUUGSHUISL Hev  HIimelldell e  HoybELd
gemeil HmIGWTT LGS Beflend subdE WewBL skl yBrlwen S HssMerGLosv
L GFSHW  WIPLUTET  STF@ISGL RTEID  USHTAPL BUSTE  BBHSHSH.
erenid HallGo Spflerdvsey  Fowd urllaiensd SHHH BHniHSH CoustiBl  61aim
gally gow - Spflusd CETE@GLe QFwBuLL  wmpluTen  LoeTememTai 7 yld
CssyreCssrss (GUewiLToudl FRISL) Loseme) HITBBIS SanbESC0  SnflerdsHeuTsel
CaTsbeoILBISBEG STIRILITG RBHBSHHID Reend wmpliimenr  eienefledr  @GBUOL
SMBSHHT  Fevewys  EPflevHen FLWHIABG —LIBEEISBSL  CurihHstauld
simalldsemmed GmGsTeeniulL  (PWUBFEBEHLD DUSHEHT DS NeDTEYSEHD  WITPLILITET
weTaEIb@GD,  CumisHgisCawll UemL &  HMUMDSHINGHBGHD  FGeml uieomen
WresiumCgenes  Guoeud  sEILGSHST  ag  esueurmruigd  GuUTTHEHIGCHWS
aimeiwflss  wepsHITEIiIUE]  gCHT @ umauigDd, SeTelleld DCUTHEHBEL
L6vsdT  HHUSTECIWImHBHEH. DITdlsd GeoTUSHHMBETEAD, Hevell 2 WITeYHBTHLD,
FPBLLLHFHO  QbEH  CurmenteTy, Guastelleors o WiFd HIoHamigul  DFFwsd
BOTURIBEHSBTEID @B  Feot  LFHOTBBL  CFuIgH  CoTewiLenGrumuienid, gFowl
alGoUTFSHHTL  FTGSULLE  HOMBBD CFUISTECen  gnigul  sTewIewilbamns
WeoLweugmeui  eidim  &HH8H  CBamhaulmphsOsaiLE  usTalssbureg.’ 17
Sib  HITBOTERIGE  (WHBBHTEIQID, BHUUGSWIID, WTpLUTESHSID  HBSILsiTen
UL - pCssrhsefieud SemwdsilL - 1o CaTaledsEnd, FBmTeolfisErnHD,
LTLEMmeVBEHD AHB@ TBSHHISSTLLIN 2 _MISLITET = 2 SHTTewlRISNTES 266160
aIH FmpIH Saupedim.’ Gmasel] usCam EEIMEssT BeDLUEIET SHSuled
Sflerosey  BWS  HpelweljseT Hogl  NGEMTEFSHMSBL  UTHISTHSI  Gueni
aueiliugled  alwsHSHE Syieub OB 63T (H[HSH 60T 6TRITLIGHILD FhgglyrAfwit
GOIULI_BsTenGeuri &HHBHSTGLD.

5. gaps — LHILTLE DNl SRS

17 &yl HITHBTENgET SIibl &STevd 88w  wmpliLmewid, HmEsTanmipanso, deomLb
B GLrssfled RBwas FooumwsF BCFihs GEimeldst wenpLien]  LfbETiHeN.
HUIpwEEefle  Sevall  elenmi&FHuled FRSHBalWTET DHE  JYF6ID ST IQETNTTHSIT.
Gumi Sg1sBaWrTed SIS S L LITL FT6n60&H61T LOSHLOMBBHIGHEDETT gBUBHSHID
o SREISNMTE o LGWTEHGSUULLBUTEID Beweu HOIPL LUyCssmissilen  sevel
aueniFFulled  sewilgwme  HTHEEHMS  gBUBSSOsuEILG - gBBIEC@ETeTETILL
CouemniguiBmh.  FepHTWILLSHHD  @bdsveld  salmmer  urflu  1OTHBBRHIGDEN
SJBLIBS BHleor. ST IDLIG F60 3200 (TN g Ly G amisGer Gunﬁ%g&@&uﬂs&r
P EESHBGLLLLenwuilemsd  Qustallsd &H8HTVHS  FOWSHBEG LSO
wrlwerisst SUIFCssmssaiey GsmPsdy Ulbs &LBOBmfeomeniast <yeoutr. He
Loef it & emesTT LOSUILOM BMI6U S GILD (W] s ¥ Curt sa168s Wit usLGsuml &L
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BDEMULSBOM BB  GPRIGMSTUD  FTH  G(PLBIEMETUD WS - LOTBASETISsIT.
BhHE Il QLIMOWILTLTNS GLiss, FbHreusnsss agoulLBurs Sabemns
STRISOLD ST HHOYD Copemeuuwmen @(HEMLOLILITL_L RIS F&bBHlenu! QL
BB MmEGHE CBTBHHE!."

a1eBey BHBHTVHE FLOWIGHHET 6UeTTFS LOSTULILL FUPSHTU  DHDFalUIdSHhibEHEES
SlgCaTeIwBsHTLsbeumoed  unpoufiwores  apsdedmbs @M - Fsv  LewIUTLG
SIDFRIBMEMULD  TBEIWEDLSSEH.  FPHTWSHHET - LULUTL(BSH  HTSHHe0 L
preuTGEmeTd CHTBBINNSSHSI-

162760 wmpliument  TeUl L G0  aumphs  Spleroseuiseiien  eamenilbma 40,000
GOLaFE  Hev  euFOTHBEm  HITOBET  samidleimer. 1640 1 SyewiLeefled
CurisgisCawhal Srflwed, aufdsHs, FoW HMNEENTE @6OOTHST  WTPLILITEISSH60
BIOPWUSOHT_EEen. 165860 wmpliuren S CunishgusCawflflmbal gsvsorhsfle
SAEHMBHG UHHFH. @ELOTHSTH6T SnfleroHoutsenet FOBULUBSHDHS SHISTLBISSMLD,
HeHrauensd CFulid LIISHDBEGINTEEND CHTLRGmmissr. CuTTHHbbeuIsh
HIBesmNSLaTamID FHHreaemsd QFWUEID, BIEH SLEHUD &HHCHTEIES FLOWEF
FLMIGSEM6IMULD QUPILIT(B&HEMETTU LD HEETIE Fow SIENIETOL ORI EMEITUYLD,
BHCHTISEIHEN B HbCHMsTen  Ceusmio  ererF  FULLLD  QuBlesmi S
&56sM6068  HledHaubmal  UAuBBlw  wEHSmMUL SISO  CUTHHSH!
aufluTGaemeT  HeomGaumsin  GmEssmenud  CurismeCaw  oirdsT S TeuTeNTEeiT
61601 GEVLEOMEHITH6T  HewllbHTider. 1658 (pHev 1688 euedy &HHCHTENHS FloWID
GmEHeT  eoufler o _gelujomm  Hemsoulsd  wEHeMTCOW  Signiegigssliul (B,
oueniGsIUL Bl aupss.” @Ssmewbari oduisd, Sow  FpsF  GedGeGu
Cgamell eumerd SigHsT HoFH WenBLUUENDWS QHTLBIE GauswiBd a16Iml (WigeyLsuig
(&SI,

6. @radlul Gemuieni]

FeopFarensvaslguild, FeHyauensd FnLBiseled &5HCHTeNEET ST RISHULL L Geurt
BTVHH0  DIBLETHOULUTITemer  GQeupid  FLRAIGTFIIIONSS  QBTETETTH,  DIH
2 ulLL(piTeN  DITHHSHIL6E  HeopCaums  (pewshdh  SlgdHenmi  BHCHTeVSif6d
@evsomisenen  @gafwioren (penpullsd @embd sTemr (pwemTt.” Emligaid @realgubd
&HCHMe0ESMdT  BLVRBEDHGF OCFSIH BOFMRBDET  @EHH -Gl F  QFUIE
BrasdfwiorsGeu BT &HEmnSGemUIL] Cun& &g @ emmeusien ByeyemeyL
uelelimbLlensns CarewiLmgenmi. SHmelBhHiued kG Bevalw  @EHEPLOULITL g
GPWLTHD DIHEmET UeMTHGL SHENUTHEYD HADWHSEH. OFUPUTHSEHL, UHS
WpwBHaeEpbCurisHisCasunt ol BFOFEIB Coumid FWWITFTT 6ITpHMBSELITEIBELEOTHI
LwHeoid  Uguiguidb  eumpbsd WHBEHSG euiselsn  elFonmFdHomsd  eljpL e
aeMiH0sGEGD  F6H8  HHD  FTeHaorder.  HeUUeNESTen  @ETDIgnal 6061
U HH B HFFemIUT T SiUub MG FL RIS 6Ll Guesrm LI6TT6) &5 6maTTULLD
Uifleflensssenenuild GmOSBT6TEHD  LOMT & SBIGETTEET. :

e witpBsnt HTRHEHTT  eteim  FrgwnglienLuleoren  Ceumiumgeyd e SiLewf

yfibsmi.” eteiimr  amieverd  G@mwerd  HTQBTE elediLouT LIZOGI LT HITHHI6SHIgES
BH GBILLDTUTEd UEDIHIIETETMD BREG HDaie] snJHSHbHEME.
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7. uewiumTL Igeiewredledr (LpeitGemmig

B50pM60b5  GHmOUTEL  uesTe  Umiyfhs — Sugsenmi  Ugmwenr  @Ge0HSe0
Cameirlwisuy T el BeusmyLi ummiw @MUy SemsT. sT(Ip&IW Berysl
o L agmpliutelsend, FGrad smelumbd @eaumrll Usall S “LFToemrsdGn
aeim @I _Beiteneut. HTel FTTHH MBS FOWSHE UKILTL(BSH SHITOORIBENETULD,
snflerogen  wenpulst  HallF  Aplysemenud, &Tear  usIyfbSHelHHer  Lewim._ G
WIYSMEMULD  aumbeyOpisCsBU  IBBaD, DenebEaD,  sUeMTHEaID  Diauf
SWRIGeNs0emev. SO LewUTL 9601 USHEBN - FTibs oSN  FTiysnLwl, &iowl
2 enitellenend HITaRIg aUeNTHSbHIigul  Gorlandl  Lemum(h @me\)ma»m Sieuit
&HHBHTeNHH FLOW QUTPEIL gD eIPILITL BL@id BusbLrsBe BememibHri.”

EFLDLU_ ampailensr  Qeumid  FLAIEG — BopCaubpenewreas — Q@msemmg  Fowl
elsaunssde gy eumpelssi  SiweiHH  ufioremmssigud LFsSlueiiiiLgBaTe
aPHmENS BHigeumi. HHLLeSHHET SHh2_HL & UBPIuD  HHEUTFSMRIBET  (PFHL
afleuibPHeeiiean slewieniibens FBTSS SHEUPUTEUBBIL  FLRISWED = FiFmgHell
Ff0pbder CuUTHF FRBHHO elamrHsslulL  sre0  SdLalailsdy ueniyfibs
SIPHENTT  HH  GlpBlevsoules CoHemeusst BFHLeVHeMTEL 2 HSULILG ~ sulflLmiigsdr .
2 LOouTmemen  Sipa  CeuefigCHThp oL wmeny  Qurplaseiealaip  CopBHoID
EhTe 2_emitellensdl LDbHBEHDE DMLY .

8. ueflumieugbHBE (Wsiguflento

TS UIWTTUSHmHE SR SHBHM6edEs o Wil b eumedE useluuiey
auphIE  (aiauhd  CousmenuiBev  “‘CaemeaubasHsoner  uSeNuwiey LSS SUTHHI
NIl SILSSHHIL T UHIpSHTT. @Rewmpuemiuler Hemd uswiyflugd werCnraGauwiens
usalil QUHEMDSHET DIGL6L TR 2L 6T QFWBLILLIT. @Revhnd (P(PeuSDESLD
ST QuTTHECeuemiBy  eteim  Hm. WL FAUTD  oempHHurd  SisenBw
GBlemeoullsd. oiF QurmenBm QUL eTETmID,  HBHFFmUUIST  DFSluled
2 I | F0BEHEE SiFH afaGeEh eapib usiemsl ugsd SHhemi.'

556810066 Fowb SHOTH SfssiuL  CouanBOweaB (WigajLar  GFweorisiu
&sLEVITH M6 Hlg6enr SL_L 606N &H61T QPEBNBHHS - BTEVSH S0 &BHCHTe0HE
MFUTFSHMBE GHOADBMO6L 6UeTdRE GCLOETAIOTHED MBEUTHeYD LewiumBBiw &
amall  &5CxHTe0EE  GHULHRBEHSGL usfyflausmenCu  Hoig  (Wargiflenouinsd
CememiLmi. &Sm0 eweniFAuled egemeiul  WHHHauT BHEHTHS  ellHUTFSHBE
LOEDLOTM  (LPeIUbHEITHNID DiHewen 2 swmTFAWTTeusHCHTH 2mebSILBHSH DigHeNTi
(Weitaugellsoenso.'’ LB QL mid BITBBTERTQ 6 U BTe0HH 0 (1703)
eI ULL L ot eyetiBHGIIY Remend &lly BBESImE. ‘Saniy GrFfuIhenSubd
gemenul sLGBeomrll UGHsemenuld  FTihE  etemiuGH  Gui  @sleudLLD  LSILTHBHBLD
CuBs &5HCHTe0 BB N &6UTF HENS gJHleUMY (LPSTTEUHSHE0TT. Geuiseng
LSHOTBBHIHBEHTE  2_GHIEHIDWITE LIS S S enEIL|LD, @nsovr@g,su&@arwm umpilgh
Opefloures oNfibs UauSTen  GeTsEnd@&Hs SHMUPPEHE 6UIPHIGEOTD 6161  (LIgey
QeuwigTi. Hmeaamuuiled semienllbmeemnuid Fnl LaI6060, 6NGOITFHDS a_;,@uu@g)@su@g,

SIuAwoTerg slen St smBeomit Gumed.”'® .
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9. peiaievld CHLTH SrFlsd 2 _mey

@eopuenil  LUfleusmaETs LB, SETOOE OETED  (PRLUSHOSME  Csigul
uenL Wienflegild, Siyassiensild CeGLIYEeTedmhbes SULOISBHTHOD DT DlIQHDIQ
yeowQuwiibgkl — omeowiBeuswiigul  BITUBSL — gBULLE.  Sewlg - @rFdugses
slevemeLUTGnIsT  &Mevlg  IBHEHI MUSHSH  YJIUBTEOSHSL UM  eTHITLILBETHLD
HISTUBIBEHLD  THTOET6TEm  Bouctingus [Hlemsv gBULL & Hoig Gpienw, Fmaiflwib,
usHEBB  BuraimsuBlenmsd  &ewlly  Weiien Al YFHTemeuds  HTELLIGUITHHISD  @eurt
QupBmhs GCurdaid SeiaTsralmard HOIGH HOSHBETS PHTWD  CHBWD
aumsuied oieut” o UBuraldEs  allpbuaiisoensy. &HCHTVHE  DIMBHCHT LITBH660
sl uisd  oarid yleugbatar  siplemremens  Caemen  gBuBLEUTS
ST  QUPEIBA|D  SieUT HURIGETOM. HUSHGHF  FTHHOTH MBS
TFGIIID e Genpusiflenwl (PEOEBULSBE WL BEW LweLB 6.

(PSTEITH U BBHEREES (PHBULLCswiruigid Sbum usflwnenalss  #bgenenuLd,
Crweid, sHfFenr ealFsHD, SeBUIWTTOIIPL STVEHMBHS SLHS BHbuUsmer. euf -
SIMOSHSH Silg HH6N SHJ\60t iy BAeuenys OFHmLthHE albSH GJ AL
wenpuemiwteniseaigond  Welibss. @ReumLaud @euenrsd OBHTLibHHIL  Useiwmmsiu
wrsCasmB  CeraigmsLBousrd  @reufledl  eugeorBmus  FmldldHs  FouIdiLemnd@LD
Qurgiliusmied@b  (WarGarmouitda|b, OBPILUGSSHID UPET IUITED ~ eflemmisiu
Cmrgeieuterd  a1eim  @UGLYBerfel  GuBaTDa SIpTd  OBTLIFHAWTS  Yenssll
vefiyfd  GmESERSGL, SPlervseusdh - Hameveurasl Gw, SHmlued yhw (esumd
Qurgipleneouient LemESD SE@ID U HTHBTEIGSEDSGHD USTOIOTH  SIEHLOULLD
SIETLZH6D  QUILSI60EMEV.
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Fr. Joseph Vaz’s Heroic Mission in Jaffna

It was a warm sunny afternoon in mid- April 1687; knowing no one in Jaffna, Father
Vaz disguised as a coolie, wandered about seeking a lodging for the night. No one was
willing to give him any accommodation. Finally a charitable woman allowed him to
occupy her thinnai, a semi-stone seat, facing the main road.

- In this shack, open to all the winds and offering little protection at night, Father Vaz
- spent some nights. But the hardships and hunger he had endured during his journey, and
the little food he had eaten on the road, had made him weak and ill, and he was attacked
by a bad form of dysentery. This malady was looked upon by all as a form of contagious
disease. The neighbours were greatly annoyed and they put Father Vaz on a stretcher,
for he could not walk, they carried him to the little woody area nearby  left him there
to die. :

To make matters worse, John too was attacked by the same complaint, The two
therefore found themselves in a terrible position abandoned by all, for they were out of
earshot of anyone, not being in the track by which any passed. Father Vaz thought his
last hour had come and he prepared for death. Ina letter written from Jaffna about one
and a half years later he refers to this critical illness and deliverance from death by the
merciful God. '

Fortunately, a woman wandered into the forest looking for firewood and discovered
Father Vaz and his servant just when they were at their last extremity. She hastened to
the village and brought them some “canji” (rice gruel). This charitable woman came
every day to look after them; they began to recover and soon thought themselves well
enough to return to the Town.

“Would You Like to Meet a Priest”

June, 1687; Father Vaz sought in every way to make himself known to the Christians.
He had to act with great prudence so as not to attract the attention of Dutch spies of
whom the Commandant of Jaffna had many. All that he could do was to carry a large
Rosary round his neck so that it should be seen by all. It was thus with the credentials of
the Mother of Christ that he entered into contact with the faithful.

Finally Father Vaz revealed himself to a well-known and devoted Catholic. As proof of
his mission he produced the patent from the Chapter of Goa. Thus it was that Father Vaz
began his apostolate in Jaffna, an year and a half after his departure from Goa. The
Catholic to whom he had disclosed himself hid him in his house and each night the
Catholics of Jaffna used to meet there secretly. “It was the 23" of June, 1687. Exactly
29 years before, the Dutch had occupied the Fort of Our Lady of Miracles and from that
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day Mass had not been celebrated in Ceylon. At dawn a priest in great secrecy
celebrated divine Mysteries in Ceylon. A new lease of life began for the church in
Ceylon” (A Saint for the New India by Fr. Charles Gasbarri).

Sillalai - The Little Rome

The Christians did not think Father Vaz was safe in Jaffna Town. He was, so to speak,
in the clutches of the Dutch. It was therefore decided that he should go to Sillalai, a
village out31de the inhabitants of which were so firm and resolute in their faith, that the
Dutch, for fear of a rising, had not dared to take away their church and convert it into a
Protestant one, as they had done elsewhere. It was here that Father Vaz established the
centre of his mission from which he visited the entire peninsular and the neighbouring
islands and villages.

Though ever in danger of falling into the hands of the Dutch, he was full of activity.
Everywhere he went the Christians hid him in their houses and, as his biographer Father
Sabastians de Rego says, one saw the unusual circumstances of the sheep taking care of
the shepherd instead of the shepherd taking care of the sheep.

His apostolate bore great fruit; not only did he strengthen the Catholics in their faith but
he converted many Protestants and pagans. The Catholics ceased to live in hiding and
openly professed their religion. Their houses resounded with sacred songs as they
worked.

December 14, 1688: In his first letter to his superior in Goa, from Jaffna (Sillalai) and
the fourth since his leaving Goa Father Vaz expressed his satisfaction of the work he
was doing for the Christian community in Jaffna and pressed for one or more members
of the Order to be sent here. At the same time in the same letter he enclosed a note to
Father Joao Braganca giving him necessary directions to enter Ceylon. But unknown to
Father Vaz, Father Braganca was already in Ceylon ministering to the Christians on the
Western Coast. :

The Storm Breaks in Jaffna

December, 1689: From Oratorian Mission Documents as well as from Dutch documents
we can conclude how great Father Vaz’s success must have been, for by the end of
1689, the Catholics felt daring enough to hold public services at Christmas time in eight
different places. In three of them Father Vaz said Mass in the presence of thousands of
people. Whilst waiting his arrival, the faithful said the Rosary. Father Vaz had scarcely
gone .from one when the Dutch Major Hendrick Adrian Van Rheede’s soldiers,
surrounded it, overturned the altars, profaned the images and arrested all the Catholics,
men, women and children to the number of three thousand.
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Had the soldiers arrived half an hour earlier, only a miracle could have saved Father
Vaz. - '

The next morning all the persons were brought before Van Rheede. He dismisséd the
women and children, fined the men and only detained eight of the richest and
influential. Among these lots was a young man named Don Pedro who belonged to the
Vellala caste. '

Van Rheede gave the eight persons the alternative of becoming Protestants or being put
to death. Not one hesitated to prefer death to apostasy.

Don Pedro was the first to suffer torture. He was flogged and cast into prison in chains.
He soon died. The same fate overtook the remaining seven.

Father Vaz in his letter to the Prefect -dispatched from Puttalam on August 15, 1690
briefly mentions the persecution of Catholics in Jaffna and elsewhere.

Today the gloomy Old Dutch Fort of Jaffna rises between the sea and sloping stretch of
land. The low walls of square black stones end in pointed bastions over the large moat.
Inside the huge wall the dungeons which housed the Jaffna Catholics captive still
remain silent and grave witnesses to the Dutch and Calvinist persecution.

Yanni — Mathoddam — Puttalam

The exercise of his ministry becoming thus impossible, Father Vaz resolved to quit
Jaffna for the time being, where he had established the faith in so wonderful away, and
to go and visit other parts of the Island where the faithful were left alone. He left the
peninsula, remained for a time in the Vanni, he busied himself visiting the Catholics in
the Vanni and Mathoddam which was entirely Christian. Finally Father Vaz followed
the ancient costal route to Puttalam from Arippu.

Year 1690: The town of Puttalam to which Father Vaz was conducted by the Christians
of Jaffna, was at this time the chief port of the king of Kandy. The church built by the
Portuguese here still existed. There were over a thousand Christians who have kept their
faith and were able openly to show themselves Catholics, for of all this western-side of .
the Island, the town of Puttalam alone was not under the Dutch but had kept its
independence.

Father Vaz remained two years at Puttalam. He “administered the sacraments with
greater ease” — than at Jaffna —“to all, the Catholics that were there and to those of the
-neighboring villages- with notable success in the conversion of souls”. ¥He “applied
himself to the cultivation of those souls with great energy, preaching, exhorting, going
from village to village, remaining sometimes in each, setting things in order,
administering the sacraments, rebuilding churches, appointing catechists to each place to
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summon the people to church in the absence of the priest on Sundays and feast days and
to explain the Christian doctrine to others” (Vida).

August 15, 1690: At Puttalam for the first time in Ceylon Father Vaz met Fr. Joao de
Braganca who hitherto unknown to Father Vaz had been working in Colombo and on
the coast — as reported in his letter from Puttalam dated August 15, 1690 to the Prefect
of the Congregation. It is no surmise that Father Vaz had visited all the Villageé in the
Seven Korales. His letter written subsequently reveals his acquaintances with Raza
Vanniyanar and other Mukkuva Chlefs of Puttalam. Some of them were Christians and-
were arrived later. o :

“Coming to know that in the Kingdom of Kandy the Christians were completely
neglected, because no strangers, especially priests could gain admittance to it, and being
informed moreover, that when once admitted there was no quitting it....... ” he resolved
to go to Kandy

Further Father Vaz decided that the point from Wthh he could best direct his apostolate
for the Island with greatest profit to religion was Kandy He resolved to make this his

headquarters.

LLLL>>>>
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“It takes a Village”

A Tribute to Sillalai and its people

by
Dr. Filomena Saraswati Giese, President
Joseph Naik Vaz Institute, California

The January, 2015 canonization of St. Joseph Vaz in Colombo shone a bright light on the
heroic life and missionary work of the “Apostle of Kanara and Sri Lanka” who restored the
Catholic Church in Sri Lanka under 17t century Dutch persecution.

But what was missing from the splendid occasion was reference to the role played by
“Little Rome” as Sillalai was known, and indeed, many other villages in Sri Lanka, in saving
the saintly Apostle from Dutch capture. Or, to the remarkable role played by the laity in
his successful apostolate. :

Sillalai is a perfect example of the famous saying “It takes a village.”

It took the village of Sillalai to save Father Joseph Vaz from Dutch capture when he was

hiding as an itinerant beggar in Jaffna. It was a safe haven for Catholics driven
- underground by the Dutch. He was taken there in 1687 by loyal Catholics when it looked

like the Dutch were looking for the Catholic priest who had smuggled himself-into the

Jaffna area..

And it was. the villagers of Sillalai who kept him in safety for two years until that fateful
night in 1689 when Dutch soldiers burst into the Christmas Mass he was saying.. Father
Vaz had arranged to say Mass in three of the houses in Sillalai.  An informer told the
Dutch about this plan. They raided the houses that Christmas night. :The priest escaped
. but the Dutch rounded up the people attending the Mass, dragged them to prison, whipped
and insulted them, and profaned the holy pictures they found in the houses. Father Vaz
escaped toward the east toward Puttalam which was administered by the King of Kahdy s
officials and where the Dutch had less. control :

My first visit to Sillallai was in December 1979 When I first went to Sri-Lanka to trace the
story of St. Joseph Vaz and find out what I could about his_ Cause for the sainthood.

I was taken there by Sister Philomena, a member of the Joseph Vaz National Secretariat
which was based in Kandy. Sister Philomena knew the ins and outs of this small village
well, being a teacher in the environs. of this area some twelve miles from Jaffna. She
walked me through its narrow, winding streets lined with lush tropical gardens. She knew
~ the families that had lived here for many hundreds of years. She took me into the homes
of three families that featured prominently in the life of St. Joseph Vaz. "

One was the family of the Muppu or head Catechist of Sillalai who dated back to the
Portuguese Catholic times. This Muppu kept Father Joseph Vaz in hiding. He supervised
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the comings and goings of Catholics who wanted to see the priest. He arranged for the
clandestine Masses, the confessions, and giving of the sacraments that Father Vaz
performed. He moved Father Vaz around so that the Dutch would not detect him.
Inspired by this faithful and devout Muppu, Father Vaz immediately set out to train and
send out other catechists to serve the people. No doubt that Father Joseph Vaz studied
Tamil here so that he could serve the people better.

In 1979, I also met the descendant and other family members of this steadfast Catholic. 1
attended the baptism by a priest who was also a descendant of this Muppu. I thus
witnessed the circle of faith that had begun in 1687 when Sillalai took the embattled priest
into its sheltering embrace.

Next, I met three generations of a family - grandmother, son and daughter-in-law and their

child - that had the most remarkable encounter with Father Vaz of all. He was hidden in
their house at one point. The legend is that an old woman in the family saw Father Vaz
with a child and went to scold the child for disturbing the prayers of the holy priest. But
when she went closer, the first biographer of Father Vaz, Fr. Sebastido Rego, notes that she
saw that the child was the Child Jesus. Father Vaz asked the good woman not to reveal this
to others in the community, and in return, he promised that she and her family would
never be without rice or with descendants.

Finally, I m.et descendants of another family that Father Vaz had consoled when they lost
their housein a fire by giving them a cross. The family showed me that precious cross
which they still have in their possession today.

[ re-visited Sillalai in December 2014, just a month before H.H: Pope Francis was to visit Sri
Lanka to canonize the heroic Apostle who had smuggled himself into Sri Lanka to rescue
the Catholic faith during the Dutch persecution. This time, I was taken there by Vyvette
Meerwald, another member of the St. Joseph Vaz National Secretariat. Vyvette and I have
become fast friends. She is a staunch devotee who is restoring the sites and churches
associated w1th St. ]oseph Vaz at great personal sacrlf ice.

Despite the hardshlps and setbacks of the last few years, Sillalai was still a lush tropical
village. Memories of the saint who was hidden here are still strong. I again met the family
that was given the cross and they showed it proudly to me and other new St. Joseph Vaz
pilgrims that come to Sillalai. That heirloom cross reminds us that the Catholic faith was
rescued and kept strong in Sri Lanka by the unswerving ties between the saintly priest and
the people of villages just like Sillalai. By walking barefoot across the length and breadth
of Sri Lanka, visiting each Catholic family, often under cover of night and on the run from
the Dutch, St. Joseph Vaz forged the bond of love that has survived to the present day.

That bond of love and attachment to this saintly mlssmnary has now reached the shores of
the New World.

Anthonypillai Jesuthasan, a relative to the descendant of the family that received the cross
from St. Joseph Vaz now lives in Toronto, Canada. It.is he who has spearheaded this
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publication dedicated to the Apostle of Kanara and Sri Lanka. It is something special to
celebrate and be thankful for that this descendant of one of the families profoundly
touched by St. Joseph Vaz would be publishing this tribute to him. In 2001, with the help
of a few others like Fr. Peter Gitendran, (now in charge of Toronto Tamil Catholic Parish),
he started the Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of Canada. That Association serves
mainly the needs of rural development of the people of Sillalai and their well being.

Whenever the story of Christianity and the Catholic Church in Asia is told, the “Little
Rome” of Sri Lanka will surely feature prominently in that recounting and its treasure of
memories and heirlooms will surely keep on inspiring us.

June 7, 2015
Birthday of Fr. Jacome Goncalves

Inspired Companion of St. Joseph Vaz and Founder of the Tamil and Sinhala Catholic
Literature of Sri Lanka :

KLLLL>>>>>
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Goa Born Priest Canonized as Saint in Sri Lanka
(S. B. David, J.P.)

Goa born Priest of God and Sri Lanka missionary apostle, Rev. Fr. Joseph Vaz,
who was beatified on January 1995 in Sri Lanka by His Holiness Pope John Paul II, was
then canonized a SAINT by His Holiness Pope Francis on 14™ January 2015. Over Five
lakhs of devotees including almost One Thousand Goans attended the celebrations at the
open air, Galle Face Green, Colombo Sri Lanka. Holy Father Pope Francis at the
Eucharistic celebration assisted by His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith along with
host of Bishops and Priests, canonized Blessed Joseph Vaz and proclaimed him a Saint
of Sri Lanka. Never in the history of Holy See of Rome was a Saint canonized outside
Vatican. A unique and glorious celebration was hosted in order for Sri Lankans to
honour and thank Saint Joseph Vaz for gracing the Paradise Island. The visit of his
Holiness Pope Francis to Sri Lanka was honoured with an issue of a new postage stamp.

“A good Christian family paves the basic foundation and serves as a nursery for
vocation.” Joseph Vaz-was born on 21 April 1651 in Benalim, Goa, India to an
Orthodox Catholic parents. He was the youngest child of three in the family of
Christopher Vaz - father and Maria de Miranda - mother, descendants of Konkani
Brahmin cast. He was baptized on the eighth day by Jesuit vicar Fr. Jacintho Pereira and
was named Joseph. As a child Joseph was small in stature and inherited clear signs of
divine call. During elementary school Joseph was a model pupil, attentive in class,
diligent in studies and obedient to his teachers. He entered the seminary and studied
'philosophy and theology and in 1676 was ordained a Priest to serve God and people.
Having been elevated as the founder of Oratory of Philip Nerie, congregation, his sole
desire was the salvation of the Catholics in Sri Lanka who had been persecuted by
Dutch Calvinists. Knowirig'the risk of death if found, Fr. Joseph Vaz decided to travel
to Sri Lanka to evangelize and preach the word of God. By God’s providence he arrived
in Mannar in April 1687 with his assistant John disguised as a coolie. Despite many
dangers, he left Mannar with his companion and dared to walk bare foot through the
woods and jungles to Jaffna. In Jaffna, he was amazed to find many under-ground
Catholics who practiced their faith without fear of death even if Dutch Calvinists
detected them. He conducted Holy Mass and sacraments in secret places and sustained
their faith. He was informed that a Village named Sillalai, was a safe place with
majority of inhabitants practising theirvf'aith without a priest. On his arrival in Sillalai,
the Catechist (Moopar) of Sillalai learning that Fr. Joseph Vaz was a Priest of God in
disguise joyously invited and provided shelter for him. Fr. Joseph Vaz was the first
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parish priest of Sillalai. He conducted sacraments and holy mass in hideouts and
enlightened their faith. He found Sillalai a great refuge and deemed it the safest place in
the Peninsula, establishing a center for his missionary activities. He operated .from
Sillalai going out to all the neighbouring villages in disguise often as coolie, beggar, or
trader and preached the word of God, converting many to Christianity. While in Sillalai
Fr. Vaz was afflicted with a severe contagious cholera and suffered immeasurably. He
prayed with ardent faith to Blessed Mother Mary and was miraculously cured. In
gratitude of this miraculous act he named the Patroness of Sillalai “ Kathirai Chelvee “
as “ MARUNTHU MAATHA” /Our Lady of Remedies. It is believed that many
eminent Physicians emerged in Sillalai after this miracle. Many incurable deseases were
cured by them by the power of ‘Marunthu Maatha” and many flocked to Sillalai for
treatment. Sillalai became famous for curing of incurable ailments. It is also said that
when Fr. Vaz was extremely suffering with contagious desease and cast-off, an elderly
woman took pity on him and prepared medicinal food and fed him and saved his life. In
“reward he assured her the gift of children in her family and for generations. A Catholic
named Kayar Pranchipillai, notwithstanding the repeated warnings of Fr. Vaz never
went to church. One Sunday instead of attending the holy mass in church, he was
attending to his roof thatching with Palmyra leaves. Suddenly the house caught fire and
~ was completely burnt down to ashes. Fr Vaz having known God’s act gave him a
crucifix and asked him to make peace with God and return to church. Realizing the -
punishment of God and to'uched‘ by Fr. Vaz’s kindness he brought his whole family to
church to invoke God’s pardon. This crucifix, which is now owned by the tenth
generation of recipient, is used as an object of piety by the inhabitants of Sillalai. This
particular crucifix, about six or eight inches long is similar to the one used by Oblate
Priests. Catholics of “Little Rome” protected and harboured Fr. Vaz for over three
years, but due to the conspiracy of a traitor he was to be arrested by Dutch soldiers
while conducting a Christmas Mass in Sillalai. By providence he managed to escape
with the help of his faithful into the jungles. The little village Sillalai in the Jaffna
diocese was affectionately called “ Little Rome “ by the faithful due to the fact that St
Joseph Vaz served as the first parish priest for over three years and established his |
sanctuary in Sillalai and that many Priests and Nuns as well as a Bishop and Religious
Leaders emerged from this soil. It is said the first statue erected in honour of Fr. Joseph
Vaz was in Sillalai in national dress. Fr. Vaz after leaving Sillalai travelled through the
jungles came to Puttalam and from there he reached Galgamuwa a remote colony in the
Jjungle where lived few Catholics. There he implanted a crucifix and erected an edifice
for worship and conducted Holy Mass and sacraments and deepened their faith. He lived
there for few years converting many to Christianity in the neighbouring colonies. Fr.
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Vaz made his way visiting every town and village and converted many people of other
faiths to Christianity. When he finally reached Kandy, King Vimaladharma Surya II
who suspected him to be a spy of the Portuguese imprisoned him. Later the King
learning of his holiness and piety requested Fr. Vaz to save them from severe drought.
Fr. Vaz holding the holy crucifix prayed to Lord Almighty in the presence of many in
the open area and miraculously brought down rain. The King was pleased and he
permitted Fr. Vaz to spread the word of God and to build a church in Kandy. In 1697
three Oratorian Priests from Goa joined him to fortify his missions in Sri Lanka. Fr. Vas
was a fervent devotee of Blessed Mother Mary with deep-rooted faith in her, was graced
with many favours. The choice of Fr. Joseph Vaz was not simply one of renunciation
but of wilfully accepting the risk of death for the conviction of his faith. He organized
Christian communities in all provinces appointed catechists or lay Moopar or Annavie
and encouraged them to profess their faith boldly in spite of persecutions. He restored
Christian life for the under-ground Catholics who practised their faith in fear of death if
detected. By the year 1710 the life work of Fr. Vaz came to an end. He was weak and
feeble and suffering much pain with much resignation to the will of God. His last
message of advice was “Remember that one cannot easily do at the time of death what
one has neglected to do all his life”. While in Kandy after salvaging Christ’s ministry
for 24 years he took ill and died at the age of 60 on 16™ January 1711, receiving his last
"’ sacraments.

His mission through his spirituality has brought abundant Blessings on the soil
of Sri Lanka for the Praise and Greater Glory of God.

MAY ST JOSEPH VAZ, APOSTLE OF OUR SOIL BE A BEACON OF LIGHT AND

- ~POWER TO ALL OF US AND BE OUR ADVOCATE FOR OUR NEEDS BEFORE OUR

LORD JESUS CHRIST.
HAIL GLORIOUS ST. JOSEPH VAZ - PRAY FOR US.
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Bhagevont Zuze Vas

Rev. Fr. Vasco do Rego S.J.

Note: The following isan article in Konkani by a famous Goan Catholic writer, Rev. Fr.
Vasco do Rego S.J. Since 2009, he has been the Editor of the Konkani "Messenger of the
Sacred Heart" known as DOR MHOINEANCHEA ROTTI, published in Panaji, Goa. It was
the Editorial for January 2015, which was the 100th Anniversary of the magazine as well as
the occasion of the canonization of St. Joseph Vaz.

Bhagevont Zuze Vas
Konn to? Amchoch dista-so. Hoi, to amchoch, Gdykar bhav amcho! Saxtti, Bannavlg,
avoychea ghorant zolmol’lo (21-04-1651), Bannavleché igorjent Povitr-Snan ghetlolo,
Sankvall€ paychea ganvant vaddlolo Ani Seilanvant (Sri Lankant) sonvsarak ontorlolo (16-
01-1711).

~Ani atam to Sant zalo?! Nam! Atam nhoi, aplea 60 vorsanchea jivitant-ui nhoi! Konn
apunnuch “Sant” zainam. Bapan hea Aplea bhurgeak Jezu vorvim Povitr Atmean bhérlo;
ani Zuze Vasan, Atmean dilole gunn gheun, bhov-vhoddé khaltikayen, Jezuchea ani
mon’xanchea zolltea kallzachea mogan, peleaché sevek aplem jivit bhettoylem.

Padri zalo tednam thaun sogll€ékodden ugteam payamnim bhonvun, GO6yam
xermanvamnim sarki xikovnn diun ontoskornnam zagoytalo, Kumsarantlean bhogsonnem
ditanam patkiank novea rostear ghaltalo: Jezuchea mogak kallzam jikunk khorxetalo. Osoch
Kanaracheam jil’leamnim kitlé urben to vavurlo!

' Seilanvant Holandacheam Protestantancheam hatantli dhumalo-piddapidd bhégtoleank
pavunk Povitr Atmean Zuze Vasachea kallzant €k axa pettoyli. Perigachi vatt ti: Koso vatt
tanktolo? Konn taka rakhtolo? Dokxinn Indiek kulicho bhés ghetlo. Kuli koso, tornnattea
visvaxi Zuanvak: gheun, choryam, heam sanddloleam xelliank s6dunk gelo!

Zuze Vasachi kotha konn purnnponnim vornnitolo? Halinch gel’leam mhoineamnim
DMR-iecher ami taka bhettoyloled kovita porgéttleat. Hé-i pavtti toxench kortanv. Ted
vachun-niyallun, amchea monant-kallzant €k mixionari urba Povitr Atmo peroytolo mhonn
" ‘ravtanv. Aichi ani fuddli pinddka, Zuze Vasaché dekin, odik promannikponnan Jezucheam

panvlamnim cholunk lagtoled6 mhonn Bapachem soponn. ’ :

Dekunuch, hea Janeraché 14-ver amcho Papa Fransisk, Seilanvachea Colombo xarant,
khalto ani dhiradik sevék Zuze Vas virachea visvaxiponnan Jezucho pattlavdar mhonn
“Bhagevont” v6 “Sant” mhonn odhikrutponnim porgdtt’tolo. Hi porgdttnni konnachich
bodday fulounk nhoi, punn Bapaché vhoddan’vh6dd mhoimek. :

Hem sogott monant dhérun, Bhagevont Zuze Vasaché dékin ani mozotm hea Novea
Vorsant cholum-ia.
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Hem 2015 Novem Voros amché ROTTI-echeam vachpiam- vachpmmnk ek kherit
Jezuchem apovnnem.

DOR MHOINEACHI ROTTI
hicho 100 Vorsancho Utsév

Jezuchea Kallzachi khori bhokti korunk “devosponnam” vaddounk nhoi, punn tea Kallzache
otrek amcheam kallzamnim rigounk ani jivitant pallunk. Heach pasot, ami atam amchi
ROTTI odik soglleank faideachi zatoli tea rostear, Povitr Atmeachea uzvaddan ani bollan,
toxench Saibinn-Mayechea ani tumcheach adaran, manddit ani sudarit aileanv. Bapachem
“soponn” sakar korunk Bhagevont Zuze Vas aplé dekin ani alaxirean amchea sangata
astoloch. Taché borabor :

Soglleank bhov-sufoll Novem Voros otrektanv.

Profile

Born to Christopher Vaz and Maria de Miranda, Christian parents of the Konkani Brahmin
caste; the third of sixchildren. Attended primary and secondary school in Sancoale, where
he learned Portuguese, Benaulim and Latin. He studied humanities at the Jesuit Goa
University, philosophy and theology at SaintThomas Aquinas Academy.

Ordained in 1676. Preacher and confessor. Opened a Latin school in Sancoale for
prospectlve seminarians. Always devoted to Our Lady, in 1677 he consecrated himself asa
“slave of Mary,” sealing it with a document known as his “Letter of Enslavement”. '

About this time Joseph learned of the condition of Catholics in Ceylon; persecuted by the
Dutch, they had had no priests for 50 years. He sought permission to work in' Ceylon, but
was asked to go to the mission in Kanara. He accepted, but his thoughts and heart were in
Ceylon. Vicar of Vara in Kanara, preaching, hearing confessions, visiting the sick, helping
the poor, ransoming: Christianslaves, working to settle jurisdictional disputes:that interfered
with the sacraments.

Meanwhile, a small congregation of priests had formed in Goa with the Church of the Holy
Cross of Miracles as their residence. Joseph joined and was elected superior. He gave a
definitive canonical status to this Oratory, introduced religious exercises and charitable
activities, and trained its members for the mission. In 1686 he gave up his position, and set
out for Ceylon. Disguised as an itinerant worker, he reached the port of Tuticorin on
Easter1687, and then the Dutch stronghold of Jaffna in the north of the Ceylon.

He suffered from acute dysentery, contracted from the terrible travelling conditions, and
upon recovery he began his mission by contacting Catholics and hiding from the Dutch. He
was taken in by a courageous Catholic, and ministered to his secret flock by night. One step
ahead of the authorities, in 1689 he went to the Catholic village of Sillalai and began
ministering to folks in surrounding villages.
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In 1690 Joseph moved on to Puttalam in the Kingdom of Kandy, where 1,000 Catholics had
not seen a priest for half a century. He decided to make Kandy the centre of his apostolate,
and in 1692 he left from there, hoping to obtain royal permission to travel freely. Instead, he
was preceded by Calvinist accusations of being a Portuguese spy, and was imprisoned with
two other Catholics. There he learned Sinhala, the local language, and since the prison
guards left the prisoners alone as long as they didn’t try to escape, he built a hut-church and
later a proper church dedicated to Our Lady, and began converting other prisoners.

In 1696 the Kingdom of Kandy was suffering a serious drought, and the king asked the
Buddhist monks to pray to their gods for rain; there was no ran. He then turned to Joseph
who erected an altar and cross in the middle of the square and prayed; abundant rain began
to fall, while Joseph and his altar stayed dry. The king granted Joseph license to preach
throughout the kingdom.

Making the most of his new-found freedom, he made a mission visit to the Dutch zone and
visited Catholics in Colombo. Three missionaries from the Oratory of Goa arrived in 1697 -
to help him with the news that Don Pedro Pacheco, Bishop of Cochin, had appointed him
Vicar General in Ceylon. He was organizing the basic mission structure when smallpox
broke out in Kandy. His work with the sick convinced the king to allow Father Joseph every
possible freedom in his labours. - ' ,

Joseph carried his mission to the main centres of the island. He returned to Kandy in 1699
with Father Joseph de Carvalho who had been expelled at the instigation of Buddhist
monks. He completed the construction of his new church, and went into service for the king,
translating Portuguese books into Sinhala. From this vantage point, he intensified his
ministry, and converted some Sinhalese notables, which gave rise to slanders against him
and persecution of converts.

New missionaries arrived in 1705, which enabled him to organize the mission into eight
districts, each led by a priest. He worked on the creation of a Catholic literature' comparable
“to that of the Buddhists, and to affirm the rights of Catholics with the Dutch Protestant
Government. : :

King Vimaldharna Surya II, Father Joseph’s-mentor, died in 1707, but Narendrasimha, his
successor, was an even greater supporter. New missionaries arrived in 1708, and in 1710,
despite health problems, Joseph took another apostolic trip. On his return, he fell ill from his
carriage, and reached Kandy in serious condition. Though he recovered from a series of
infections and fevers over the next year, age, work, and disease had finally worn him out.
He undertook nine days of spiritual exercises prescribed by the Rule, but before the seventh
day, he was called home to God. (Google)
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The Shrine in memory of St. Joseph Vaz, erected at the very spot where the Saint
lived in a thatched hut in Sillalai, which was to all appearances a cattle shed
during the day to escape Calvinists' (Dutch Reformed Church) hunt for any
vestiges of Catholicity and transformed to a place of worship by night from
where the Saint ministered to the people of Sillalai and to Catholics in the
surrounding villages.
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