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It is with great pleasure that I
send this message to the teachers of
Art on the occasion of the Child Art
Exhibition of ©Point Pedro Circuit
Schools.

It 1is heartening to realise the
awakening that is taking place in the
Study of Art, which is unreservedly
accepted as the medium through which
the Child expresses its feelings,
aesthetic sense and creative talents.

The Child Art Exhibition of Point-
Pedro Circuit Schools will give an
insight dinto this medium to both
parents and teachers.

I wish this exhibition the success
it so richly deserves.

Education Department, WDy 2 df'/fa/;atané[l'a
Jaffna. Director of Education,
5-3-71. N. R
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Mr. A. Thambithurai, Inspector of Art of the
Northern Region, hag requested me to releasge a
messagecnltheocca31onoftheceremonlalopenlng
of the Child Art Exhibition of the schools of
the Point Pedro Circuit, at Hartley College
on 5-3-71. It ig fitting that this ExHibition
ghould be held at Hartley, & leading Science
College of the North, which has produced many
men of Science, Engineers and Doctors, to
emphasise the concept of equality of the
aegthetic with the academic gide of Education.
Hitherto, Art Education hag guffered due toa
false sense of prestige, ina gsociety dominated
by a craze for Science Education. Though a
differentiated education wag in vogue for some
years past, the guidance programme in =chools
hag not yet arrested the drift of children who
have a natural aptitude for Art, to other
fields. .The result has been that potential
Artists are in the middle or lower grades in
other occupations unrelated to their sgpecial
skills, detrimental to a proper utilisation
of the man-power which hindersnational develop-
ment. Exhibitions of this natufre, circuit by
circuit help to remove this imbalance, and at
the same time reveal the hidden talents of the
children, particularly from the rural areas,
and thereby bring about an equality in Edu-
cation in +tune with +the asgpirationg of a
Socialigt Society. Mr. Thambithurai should be
congratulated on his sustained effort to bring
about this orientation. I wish the Exhibition
all success,

Department of Education, 4. é'anclmésgammﬁiffai
Jaffna, Chief Education Officer
5-3-71.
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CULTURAL REVIVAL THROUGH CHILD ART

The Exhibition of Child Art arranged by the
schools in the Point Pedro circuit is a successful
one. It is the aim of Department of Education to
have educational, cultural and art exhibitions
periodically in various parts of our country. Through
such exhibitions the Department hopes to bring
out the innate abilities of the child. In keeping with
this aim we have organized several such exhibitions
at the various circuit levels.

Children who are involved in the study of art
attain an inner balance of mind. This is the
considered opinion of educational psychologists.
The facilities for the promotion of Child Art in
the Western Countries are varied. It is true that
we do not have such facilities in our country; but
we have a proud cultural past in this beautiful [sland
of ours. Our efforts in Child Art must c‘tempt to
revive and give a new meaning to this rich past.
Towards this end the Principals, Head Masters,
Teachers of Art and Teachers in General have
worked hard. To all of them we say a big ‘Thank
You’ for they have made an attempt to bring to
the forefront the talents of the little ones.

Our Director of Education Mr. W. D. C.
Mabhatantila has taken a keen interest in all our
activities. He has given us valuable advice and
guidance in all our attempts to foster education.
He has sent us a special message to be included
in our souvenir. We are very thankful to him.
Mr. A. Sandrasegarampillai, our Chief Education
Officer, has dedicated his time to the cause of
Education. He has a keen and abiding interest in
aesthetic education. We are very glad for his
presence here to declare open this Exhibition.

Department of Education, | A. Thambithurai
Jaffna, Inspector of Art,,
5-3-71 Northern Region-
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