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Ywami Vipulananda:
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— by #. S. Stvakumaran

- centenary of the birth of a Thamil scholar-Swami Vipula-

7 nanda-f Hk this year (1992) There seems to be some doubt as

% ts what his actual date of birth had been, but most people
had hitherto considered that March 29, 1892 was the day he was born.
A village cailed Karaitivu, in the Ampara district in the eastern region
of Shri Lanka was his hirth place. His real name was Mylvaganam, but
since his or s moenk of the Ramekrishna Mission, he became
to be called Vipulananda.

He had his carly education at the Kalmunai Methodist English
- 3 i ol

school an I's fﬁ_”o!';c:g;r:, Batticaloa. Having passed the
Senior ( hie joined his Alma Mater, as a teacher.
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¢ for learning science in depth. Thus
at the Colombo Technical College.
s, M vlva.gamm wanted t¢ further
: g ination f[or the
: Sanparn in Tamilnadu, India
Shri Lanlkan to have been atlowed fo sitfor this
Fe passod the examination with flying colours.

anem moved on  to Jaffna. He began
5t- Patrick’s College. However he pursued
He o u,m, ed i n s B. 5o degres fromthe London
qualif 16 and freshness of cutiook, he
al Ma,;'npay Hindu College. He held his
pted to join  the Ramakrishna Mission

was ullered f
pgsitien il

a8 Swarn:

fc wae admitied as ¢ member of the Prabodha Chaitanaya sector
Madam at Mylapore in Madras, Tamilnadu, He remained
thgre i'm two years and later was appointed the editor of ‘Vedanta Kesari’,
an bBaghsh journal, puchshed by the ‘Ramakrishna Mission. He also

edited ‘Ramakrishna Vijuyam’. another ,ournal published by the Mission.
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Having exhibited his talents as a scholar with a fresh insight Swami
Vipulananda bzgan to write serious articles oa Tainil Literature.
‘Chenthamil’ a journal of high repute bzgan to publish his arctiole. His
special knowledge in Enzlish. Thamil and Scieace cams to be
reflected in  his scholarly articles. He wrote a number of critical essays on
Shakespeare's plays. These are collected in a book called ‘Madanga
Soola Mani. Marvellous translations of Eaglish poetcy into Thamil caa
be found in this collection. Swami Vipulananda retucaed to Sari Lanka and

organised the educational activities of the Ramakrishaa Mission and
participated in many religious and literary conferences here. The Annamalai
University is a prestigious seat of higher learning Thamilnadu. The
university wanted to create a chair for Thamil and invited Swami
Vipulananda to be the university’s first professor in Thamil. He was the
obvious choice for the post. There was no department of Thamil in any
Indian universities before this and thus Swami Vipulananda was the
the first professor in Thamil in the Thamil spesaking world. This
happened in 1931. It was a great honour for a Shri Launkan.

Swami Vipulananda earned the admiration of Thamil scholars in
India. His scientific approach paid dividends. It was while he was
in Thamilnadu that Swami Vipulananda began his research into
ancient music of the Thamilians. His efforts materialised in
producing his Magnum Opus the ‘Yarl Nool’. This is a scientific
study of the composition of an ancient musical instrument called
‘Yarl’” which resembled the lyre of the ancient Greeks.

Swami Vipulananda returned to Shri Lanka in 1934 and got
himself involved in the educational activities of the Ramakrishna Mission.
But he had to go to India again in 1939, as he was appointed the
"editor of ‘Prabuddha Bharatha’ published by the Ramakrishna Mission
in a Himalayan region. He served there for two years editing this
influential journal in English. He introduced to the English- speaking
world the essence of Thamil literatures. music, religion etc. through
his scholarly essays.

Shuttling between Shri Lanka and India, Swami Vipulananda had
finally returrned toShri Lankato head the department of Thamil in the
University of Ceylon in 1943. The Senior professors in Thamil in our
universities were in fact the students of Swami Vipulananda. It was he
who directed the course of Thamil studies in Shri Lanka. He was indeed
a [loneer in innovating new approaches to Humanities and Scisnce.

Infact, he was the father of Literary Criticism in Thamil, a point
which the writer of this sketch, has developed eisewhere. (A publication
by the Decapartment of Hindu Culture and Thamil Affairs) Swami.
Vinulananda died of sickness at a relatively young age of 55.

His individual contributions in various fields should be
evaluited seperately.

March 0:-1992 21, Muruagan Place, Colombo - 6,









yi

e

"
]

— et
e

& v .=

a




LS

e R e e R L T T T e B o T P 8 6 T ANOICCODOICVOO0S

5 maCananwamsy u.Ghr.sm, sEsb
(s-51)

5 maCHmmmome.

sy n it ;55;:)1'1:} sTeiTmith 'angg:l.!

smgs GOiusHHE Crwawrar grwrar QurmLsomer Gurss

il

WT&L. Nawen il Sayb @ipws ES HTL-
@ity
C oflgart My Gurloni siousiulsr

wepagh S5 a%e0f (“Bajuj Antoriksha’)

Usgrsy M8) Cuallgi enssSeadr

umrd euvFaltt

* % * R

UM RTZ (KBI00) CLIL Tl exssBelr

SpFunpiér g efF3urasisizmrand Lsh@m::h

ShEFILHT @Gl Quigsir, aewsowmg @ ssraamar  (Fibre
Glass) &%y, GCuomF sFmaTw. 2 UBYNIEER M UY'D pug,@ Gl B
Cmrid sthump WRHFR Yt NS 5mE.510G ymo.

vl sdsdar esw Csmasansgn, BaGn ofguib G&:unqah.ldr

BpiCsremwamn uw Csréiss: s Ppayd smlg,@n@ﬁ
MBS Baassmieh. ,

AANTAINIF

TRINCOMALEE M.P.C.S (LTD.)
TRINCOMALEE.

COADROOSAIOT aa@e@eean’:m@uaa@@masa@@mm@amc@a@m@amae@a@@maaémcaeo@a@émxe@csc@@amewaﬂ

i

mm@@@@.agggm3r;mwncmamﬁmmmmmgn@mmamacmwmmm o

' =Cewe Séezn, PniCasTeawmwama,

. - T
e

m&mmeac@Eamamma@@@mmaﬂmaa@aﬁaaaaémcaam@mam@camaeam@macaammam&maﬂamaancm

- ;“u

b



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)

