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Message

I have great pleasure in sending this Message
Ior publ ijon in the Many Vizha {Souvenir to be
published to islicitate Mr. A. Thiyagarajah, Member
of the National State Assembly for Vaddukodai on the
occasion of his 60th birthday.

icat

Befora entsring the hurly burly of politics Mr.
Thiysgarajsh beilt up a tine reputation as a teacher.
Born on April  17th, 1916 Mr. Thiyagarajah was
educated in Mailaya, Ia{ha and Madras. He obtained
his M. A. Deagree in Economics and the M. Litt
Degres from Madras University.

Mr. Thivagaraiah was a Teacher from 1341 and
ratired from that profession in 1970 as a Super-grade
Principsl to coniest the 1970 General Election. Mr,
Thiyagarajah’s book “Economic Development ef
Caylon ' written with special retereace to industri.
clization is lamiliar to teachers and students alike.
Mr. Thiyagarajah has also published several phamplets
during the Second Worild War oa the need for
independsnce for ori Lanka, and appeared before the
Sculbury Commission to state his case fer indepen_
denca. Az a Member ol the National State Assembl
Mr. Thiyagarajah is very punctual and hardly ever
misses a sittings diy. His contributions in rdrhament
have the hall.mark of the scholar. He presents hig
case with a great deal of persuasion, which is hard
to resist. Oa this occasion I wish Mr. Thiyagarajah
very many more years in Parliament in the service
of his people and nation,

Maithripala Senanayehe

Miuister of Irrication, Power and

lighways and Leader of the
. National State Assembly,
The Sccretar
Colombo - 1
YR
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Message el

Mr. A. Thiyagarajah was a recognized educat-
onist. Now he is an accepted politician. Political
differnces have made hijm a controversial figure in
Jaffna politics. But his henesty, integrity and siraight
forward conduct are generally appreciatad.

He likss his constituency and his conslituercy
likes him because he has dons much for it some-
times against heavy odds.

On his 60th b'day we wish him all happiness
and continued success.

€. X. Martin
M. P. -~ Jaffna
National State Assemblys
Colombo. 4-4-76
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Memorandum sent to the Hon. Prime

Minister Re-produced

A. Thiyagarajah M A, M. Lit.,
M. P. for Vaddukoddai

Karainagar,
20, 12, 1674,
The Hownourable Frime Minister,
Colombo,
Madam,

Removal of Difficulties Experienced by the
Tamil - Speaking People of Sri Lanka.

I wish to place before you some of the practical difficulties experi-
enced by the Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanki In their day-to-day life
so that their removal by you will promote national integration and contg-
ribute to the greater well-being of all. This will make your mighty effort
achieve greater heights. I shall enumerate them wunder language, develop-
ment and recruitment,

Language

a. Correspondence: All correspondence by the Government with its
citizens shoull be io the langnage they know;

b: Administration: All administration In the Northern and Fastern
Provinces in the provincial level should be in Tamil barring those
with the Centre.

¢, Central Government: There should be a Tamil Division in each
department at the centre to facilitate administration.

d; Courts: All Courts in the North and East shall function in Tamil in
all respects by constitut onal fiat.

e. Public Servants: All Technical Officers and Minor Employees of
Goyvernment and Corporations, Bank and Local Governm:nt shall be
" exempt from Sinhala proficiency and the standard of proficiency for
the clerical and administrative staff may be lowered.

f. Tamil Proficiency: All Sinhala Public Servants shall attain similas
proficiency in Tamil to coaduct public tramsictions with the Tamils
who are mot bound to know the @fficial Language.

is

g. Siphala in Schools: The oflicial language should be a subject of study
in all Tamil Schools as it s very important.




Co

bt Tamil in Schoels: Tamil sheuld also be provided as & subject of study
in all Sinhala schools as it is the only other important pational langu-
age, This wi!] conform to the Three- Language Formula as in Multi-
lingual countries like India.

i.  Abolition of Fnglish: Fnglish should be abolished except for those
who have the ability ard aptitude to learn and use it for higher edu-
cation, This will promote national integratlon very rapidly without
other indocements,

Development:

The e¢conomic development of the Northern and Eastern Provinces
shou'd receive equal attention as those of others. especially the wvrovision
of infra-structure in the East. This will help self-sufficiency and antarky
in the fields of agriculture, industry and fisheries. There is no doubt that
the effect ¢n foreign exchange position will be extremely favourable.

Moreover decentralised development will reduce socio-political tensions
very considerably.

Recruitment:

The recruitment to public servics and educational institutions In recent
vears have altered past practice to a large extent so mnch so criticism,
both enlightened and prejudiced, have been levelled against it. A balan-e
between the need to maintain high standards and the need to develop
regions and communities should he so poised that candidates with the real
hell-mark of efficiency should not he overlooked and allowed to get frns-
trated.  This would be more harmful to the nation in the long-run than
any neelect of repions or communities: Of course Colombo and Galle and
Matara would soffer as much as Jaffna would. Nonetheless the District and
Community bases should he allawed to onperate only after the meritorious
ones are given due recoznition. [ wonld not recommend a definite per-
centace of selection on merit first and othars second, becanse this would
vary for the different administratlon and educational purposes for which
‘uch a formula is sought. (There is nothing sacrosanct in a computer for
it s only an asent of human device to carry out selections on a given
data more quickly and less erroniously).

In the interest of mational integration and well-being, to prevent frus-
tration and disintegration, and to mobilise the nation to the utmost, I
commend these suggestions for vour early action.

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

A. Thiagarajah M. 4, M, Lit;
M. P, for Vaddukoddai.
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