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“Go to nature, S‘hAClY

nature, take the essence

of it and then create”
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SRI LANKA TAMIL WOMEN'S UNION

{(Founded in 1909)

o : , o . “KALALAYA*
Kalalaya School of Dance & Music P imar AT N
{Founded in 1948) Colombo - 7

Telephons - 694168

K. T. Selvadurai came to into the limelight as a photographer, when he took photographs of those
who took part in the Elara scene in the "PAGEANT OF LANKA" the Gala Pageant put on the
boards by the Government, during the Independence Celebrations in 1948. Many photographs were
taken in the precincts of the Ramanathan Temple highlighting the exquisitely sculptured pillars epit-
omising Dravidian Art. Those prints brought him into prominence as a skilled photographer.

The Kalalaya School of Dance & Music run by the Sri Lanka Tamil Women's Union (founded in
1904, to preserve the Tamil language, its literature and arts), was quick to exploit his talents and
Kalalaya's first Principal Mrs. Linga Satchithanandan invited him to be the Stage & Set Advisor for
shows put on by Kalalaya. This, he did on a voluntary basis due to his great interest and love for the
Arts, (particularly Dravidian art).

The temple cut — outs he made for us many years ago still remain today, and are in constant use.

KALALAYA, - Temple of Art — owes him much gratitude for his continuing interest in the institu-
tion. We were happy to be able to fete him on his visit to Sri Lanka two years ago, and to introduce
him to our younger members.

His substantive post was as Textile Designer to the Department of Cottage Industries. He was re-
sponsible for designing some of the sarees worn by the Prime Minister, the Hon. Srimavo Ban-
daranaike and the then Hon. Minister, Mrs. Siva Obeysekera and other prominent ladies, brides in-
cluded, during the period when import of foreign textiles were prohibited and it was fashionable and
patriotic to wear locally woven sarees.

Mr. Selvadurai was a born artist, and indulged in this hobby on an amateur basis on his meagre re-
sources. He is one who should have had a rich patron to sponsor and help him in his artistic career.

We wish him good health and happiness as he lives in retirement with his children, with whom he
was forced to migrate due to the unsettled conditions in his beloved village of Urumpirai.

May God bless him.

sgd: S. kanagasundram
President, Sri Lanka Tamil Women's Union.
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"Poetry reflecting a country .. it's people.. their
culture and lifestyle, is a rich national resource."
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The poems in this collection endeavour to
reflecting culture and lifestyle, whip up national
pride and Nature partiotism. They also help
appreciate nature. Love birds and animals care
for the environment and fosters desirable social
behavior..".

g  welly OCpuizmsGflu  uewiGun® gaiene
sumpelh 5146 QaTewTIg (H & @LD Ly supslu) lesf]
Bl soLtiupp  BBIL GéH&1E  UTHUL L suTHemen
Quedoomd upph Dipsns  sellewd  6ug d Fiei e
fpliyssenear LG HSTUG CHoIpLd HoumisenaryLd
@S Hudud WK Haledenev. DSDGEH B
2 gmswnd Beter nut and after ersiip um_eb.

spgiLa  PNG Governor General ghs @(mbs
Sir Serei Eri ea@iusuemgi up® Deut  Her

solenpaemod sL196 QeT@dsemasl uppd Pensibg
SisuT wenpps Ueiat umqu sellenpulls senLd
suflgsl B warendd ASTHEDFHI.

A Friend in need he always was
A sincere friend indeed

Now he's gone and time ticks on
years go passing by

Sir Serei's name will live for long
Great men seldom die"
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