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The development of Baratha in Vavuniya

Tamil mani, Tamiliyal Viththagar, Ahalangan

Once upon a time Vavuniya was the backward area than other districts in Nothern
Province which include five district. Now it has all great developments to compete with

Jaffna Province.

Once upon a time Mullaithivu district was with full development in education, aes-

thetic and literature activities.

Mannar district had great development in ‘Naddukkooththu’. Once Professor Mr.
Sarath Chandra denoted “‘Naddukkooththu’ of Mannar district helped to improve the skills
in Kandiyan dance of Sinhalese.” This seems great evidence for us to say the dignity of

Mannar district.

Killinochchi district was filled with the settlers of Jaffnan district, but it didn’t have
development in education, aesthetic and literature activities. After 1960, the development
in education, aesthetic and literature activities were improved by the great schools in Vavuniya
district which are Vavuniya Tamil Madiya Maha Vidyalayam and Rambaikulam Girls’ Maha

Vidyalayam.

In between 1960 to 1970 There was no dance teachers in these schools. If there were

also their participation might be so less in the development of dance in Vavuniya district.

In the early part of 1960 Late Mr.Shanmuganantha who taught science in Vavuniya

em. He taught village dances such as Kavadi, Karakaddam, etc. Then taught us

v step. We could say he was the 1st mile stone of dance in Vavuniya.
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Then Ms Antoniya who taught arts subjects in Rambaikulam Girls’ Maha Vidyalayam
taught dance of villege to her school students for school purposes. So we could say there

were no teachers to teach Baratha professionally in those days.

Hence Vavuniya district was in search of dance teachers who could teach dance

professionally with Bava, Raga and Thala.

In 1970, the arrival of Mrs. Thuvaraga Ketheeswaran was a drop of honey to a per-
son who suffered with starvation. Miss.Thuvaraga of Jaffna married Mr.Ketheeswaran of
Bandarikulam, Vavuniya and came Vavuniya to live in. With her arrival the thirst of Vévuniya
district in search of dance teachers who could teach dance professionally with Bava, Raga

and Thala was quenched.

She worked as as school dance teacher and developed dance in and out of school to
many students. Further she guided students to take the examination of Nothern Sri Lankan
Music board. Mrs.Thusyanthini Velluppillai was the 1st student who went to Music and
Dance college of Baticaloa those who studied as her students and delivered glory to her
teacher and Vavuniya district. Mrs.V.Tusyanthini is teaching at V/Saivapragasa Girls’ Col-

lege as a dance teacher. She is also doing a great service toVavuniya district.

During the period of Thuvaraga Ketheeswaran, Thuvaraga Balasekaram came to llive
in Vavuniya. She married Mr.Balasekaram, a technical officer of Kudiyiruppu Vavuniya.

She was not a school teacher, but she taught dance in private classes.

In both of these teachers Mrs.Thuvaraga Balasekaram left Vavuniya and again
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We shall gladly say that Ms.Sooriya yalini from Jaffna, the student of Mrs. Thuvaraga
Ketteswaran continued the dedicated service of her teacher sincerely.Mrs.Thuvaraga
Ketheeswaran conducted a dance college and left a great record in the development of dance
and aesthetic in Vavuniya.

During the late 1990s Fine Arts were in the top level, however we couldn’t forget
late Mrs.Vijayaladsumi who taught at V/Saivapragasa Girls’ College and staged many villege
dance programmes with rural music in the association of Mr. & Mrs. Navaneethakrisnan.
Further she practised dance to my songs for the centenary of Swami Vivekananda. and insert
the skills in folk music in dance was her great record.It was our greatest sorrow which she left us

in a short period.

During early 1990 Mrs.Thusyanthini Velluppillai started her dance college in Vavuniya.
As she is the daughter of this district she permanently participated in the development of dance.
Took school students upto National level. Her direction ‘Tradition of Vanni’ dance programme
gave glory to our place. Her students participated in Rupavahii Telecasting cooperation and gave

dance programme. Still now she id delivering her sincere service to dance.

Mrs.Sooriyayalini Veerasingam is the 1st and foremost person who reached the top of
thedevelopment of dance and aesthetic in Vavuniya.She stepped in the dancing field in the mid

nineties.

Mrs.Sooriyayalini Veerasingam first and foremost staged ‘Naddiya Arangettam’ in

Vavuniya for her eight students.This seems a great victory for a dance teacher.

avuniya still now thirteen ‘Naddiya Arangettam’ have been staged. Twelve of them

d by only dance teachers and dance students. One of those was staged by

Kala Amaranathan with students in a stage performance. One of those was staged by
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Mrs.thusyanthini Velluppillai. Another one of those was staged by Mrs. Keshanthini Sivaharan

who is the student of Mrs.Sooriyayalini Veerasingam.

Those who studied from Mrs.Sooriyayalini Veerasingam in Niruththiya Nikethana Fine

Arts College used the name ‘Niruththiya’ in their names of dance classes.

Mrs.Sooriyayalini has made arrangement to participate in Examination of Nothern Sri
Lankan Music Board and to receive Bachelor of Fine Arts and M.Phil through Kalaikaveri of

University of Tamil Nadu Barathithasan.

In Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College they teach not only Baratha but also other

aesthetic subjects to both village and town students.

Now Vavuniya district is in the first and foremost place in the Island which has the full
development in dramatic dance. In all island level Tamil day competition two of my own cre-
ation which are practised by Mrs.Sooriyayalini Veerasingam to Vavuniya TMMYV students re-
ceived 1st prize continuously. In Provincial level Competition four dramatic dances received

first prizes and one received second prize.

In this way in the develpment of Baratha and other aesthetic subjects the participation of
Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College and Mrs.Sooriyayallini Veerasingam are unforgetable
happenings. We should thank God for this grace.

We should consider Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College for helping even small
children to participate in the dance and dramatic dance programmes every year during the Anni-

versary of ‘Niruthya Nikethana Fine Arts College’ and its sincere dedicated service to thg¥soci-

ety.
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The history of Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College

In 1995 our college celebrated its 1st Annivasary with fifty five students which was
started with five students in 1994 at Mr. & Mrs.Ramasamy’s house in Rambaikulam,
Vavuniya.

That ceremony was celebrated on 25th Oct.1995 at Vavuniya Urban Council Hall
with the Chair person Tamil Mani Ahalankan Sir. Previous Member of Parliament,
honouraable Mr.V.Balachandran, the former GA, Mr.K.Ganesh and the former DDE,
Mr.Thurai Thiyakarasa were the Chief guests. Guests of honours were the former father of
town council, honourable Mr. T.Linganathan and the former DS, Mrs Emelda Atputharasa.

On that special day our Fine Arts Association name board was revealed by the Chief
guest and the uni form of the college was introduced. Welcome address was done by
Mr.S.Arunthavanayakam and Vote of thanks was presented by the dance teacher,
Mrs.V.Sooriyayalini. The Aesthetic ceremony was conducted very nicely and effectively by
the students

Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Art Association was developed amd grew rapidly. Two
of this dance classes were held in both Thandikkulam and Rambaikulam. The number of
dance students were increased gradually. Due to this , we got permission from the Presi-
dent of Vavuniya Hindu Association Sivanerichemmal Ramasamy Sir and changed the dance
classes to Hindu Union of Vavuniya. Morning classes were held from 8.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.
at Vavuniya Hindu Association and evening classes were held till 6.00 p.m. from 4.00 p.m.
at Rambaikulam Co-op building. In three years time the number of students increased upto
two  hundred and  fifty.

¥
Ar;'fThe former father of town council, honourable Mr. T.Linganathan helped so much in
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tival and Sakithiya festival

Since 1994 Our association had offered dance progrdmmes in Saraswathi Pooja at
Suddhananda Young Men Hindu Association. From the year 2002 our association carried
on evening dance classes at Suddhananda Young Men Hindu Association. Suddhananda
Young Men Hindu Association and Vavuniya Hindu Associations were seemed as two hands
those brought up Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Art Association. They had given their build-
ing without any payment and arranged Saraswathy Pooja festival to make exposure to the
students to express their talents. Till now they are helping a lot.

Since 1993 this college has been offering several aesthetic programmes in the tamil
section of Rupavahini channel. The producers of those days M.S.Viswanathan and M.N.Raja
had organized and presented the aesthetic programmes of Vanni students and revealed the
talents of the students to the out stations.

The classical songs, action songs and Naddiya nadagam for Niruththiya Nikethana
Fine Art Association were given in black and white by ‘Tamil mani Ahalangan Sir’. He is
doing his immeasurable service till now. '

During 1993, 1994, 1995 Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Art Association had offered
dance programmes in Hatton, Ragala, Nuwara Eliya and MataleThe free trans

port service was arranged by the former Member of Parliament V.Balachandran. Further he
gave his Parliament guest house as accomodation for our students during our students gave
a programme at Rupavahini Cooperation and helped us in many ways.

With the increase in the number of students our association had appointed
Miss.Sivasothy and Sujitha Sittambalam as helping teachers of our association.

Students have participated in Nothern Provincial Music Association examination
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Kanageswaran gives her sweetest music of her violin. In the range of musical teachers
Mrs. Vashanthi Kannan, Uma maheswari Vimalanatha Sarma, Thevimenahakari Nageswaran,
Vathani Sritharan and Keerthana Kamalathas. Nowadays Arunthathy Sivakolunthu gives
musical assistance. Vathani Sritharan helps us for a long time as a musical assistance.Further
in these days Mr.Kanthappu Jeyanthan and his brother Jeyarooban help us by composite
music for the songs for dances.

Our college is the the leading one which gave the first and foremost place which
held ‘Naddiya Arangettam’ in Vavuniya. In 1996 first and foremost Miss. Pratheepa
Ramasamy presented her ‘Arangettam’.Gradually several ‘Arangettams’ were held. The
details of those also given in the continuous pages.

In 2003 our Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Art Association had been registered in North
Eastern provincial Aesthetic and Cultutal Affairs ministry as Niruththiya Nikethana Fine
Art college. According to the number of students an organizing committee had been se-
lected. Mrs. Sooriya yaalini Veerasingam is being as the president of the organizing com-
mittee. New members are being selected every two years.

Our college is not only in Vavuniya town it’s in Kovil kulam, Veppankulam and
Nellu kulam. Mrs. Selvan Arunthavanayakam Suyendra is being as the in charge of
Veppankulam and Nellu kulam area. Our college is giving free aesthetic classes to poor
students and orphans.

Not only in Vavuniya district but also in each and every part of Sri Lanka our college
is giving several aesthetic programs. Such as in cultural festival, literaryfestilvals, Children’s
day, Elder’s day, Women’s day, Opening ceremony, Poya day festival, Temple festival, Wel-
coming festivals, Independent day, Urban council functions and Uthuru vasahthaya. Till
now our college has proudly presented over 2000 programs and reflecting vanni district to
the whole Sri Lanka.

: % _Our college students have succeeded through Vavuniya Madukanda Cultural Centre.
They participate in National Dance Programme each year. Now with so many students our
~stp,59udly conducting the dance classes. There are Miruthanga Music class with

morg thari600 students. Without denying our college is delivering programmes day and night
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Bamini Vinayakamoorthy, Arunthavanayagam Suyenthra, Jansi Selvamohan and
Rajintha Nukhan are being as teachers in this college. we can’t forget to say they are our
college old students.More over senior students teach junior students.

Since 2008 our college is conducting Certificate course for children and Diploma
classes with Kalaikkaveri Fine Arts College, Thiruchchirappalli, India.

Futher more our college conduct dance programmes at IDP camps when they were
with full of sorrows to console and comfort their souls and minds.

As a dedicated service our Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College teachers are
conducting dance classes to Ahilandeswarar Anpaga students and Sriliya Sevana students.

The former Vanni Member of Parliament Hon.Sathasivam Kanakaratnam, MP do-
nated make up things and musical instruments. Like as the former Vanni Member of Parlia-
ment Hon.Sivanathan Kishor, MP donated a modern computer for our college. More over
nobody helped us. Now we have requested help from Vanni Members of Parliament
Hon.Sivashakthi Ananthan,MP , Hon. Vino Nokarathalingam,MP and Hon.Selvam
Adaikkalanathan. They also agreed to hep us. We believe in them and God for our future
progress.

Our Essential Needs and Problems:

Sixteen years have been completed since our Niruthya Nikethana Fine Arts College
started. We registered our college in Nothern Provincial Cultural Affairs Ministry. We
dedicatedly sacrifice our service without any mony earning mind. We did not ask any help
from anybody. Those who helped us also donated some things only. They had not given fund
for the progress of our college.

We conduct Music, Dance and Miruthanga classes for students. So many s
are studying happily. Most probably we use the premises of Hindu Union. Herefiy
forget to thank the Prcs1dent of the union and the other members We held prac icalcal
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Further we are having classes at No.26/56 Kovilputhukulam which is the house of
the Principal of Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College, 6th lane of Veppankulam, the
ouse of Mrs.R.Vanniyasingam and RDS in Nellukulam.

We are conducting classes with so many difficulties with rain, less space and lack of
fundamental needs. It should be altered to make our students study with much more enthu-
siasm.

Our Essential Needs:.

™R We need an own permanent land for our classes.
™R We should build a Fine Arts Premises in the permanent land of ours.

™R We need musical instruments such as Miruthankam, Violin, Shruthippeddi, Thampura,
Nadduvangam,Organ,Thabela and Udukku.

™R Lack of furniture such as Tables, Chairs and Cupboard.

An own permanent land for our classes is the first and foremost essential problem.
However We’ll save money little by little and build a Fine Arts Premises in the permanent
land of ours.We believe in that it become to the level of University.

We gave programme freely to the government organizations, non-government
organizations and social organizations. However nobody lends their helping hand to-
wards us.

Because lack of place for practices we made three sheds with the cost of two lacks in
the premises of Hindu Union. We have talent, but we don’t have fund. So we haven’t ask for
help from anybody.

Now we ask for help. The volunteers those who are the great personalities in our
society, Organizations and higher officers of government should come forward to help us
enthusiastically.

Don’t you see and recognize that Ramanathan Fine Arts College in Jaffna and
Vipulananda Music and dance college in Batticaloa have become to the state of Universi-
ties? Like as the great personalities in our society, Organizations and higher officers of
govemment should come forward to help us enthusiastically to Improve the standard of our
Nlmlr]a‘tahlya leethana Fine Arts College to the level of a University.
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The details of the Aesthetic programmes

which were conducted by our college students:

R From 1992 till 1998 gives dance programmes in the Urban council of Vavuniya dur-
ing Poyaday festival.

&R Since 1994 gives dance programme in Literary festival, Cultural festival, District
Literary festival and Sahiththiya festival which were conducted by Vavuniya Divisinal Sec-
retariat.

™R Gives dance programmes at Public Library Annual Festival of Vavuniya Urban
Council.

™R Since 1994 gives dance programme during Saraswathi pooja festival which is held
by Vavuniya Suddhananda Young Hindu Bachelors Association.

(C Since 1996 gives dance programme during Navaraththiri festival which is held by
Hindu Union of Vavuniya.

(CH Since 1995 our college gives programmes during our Annual functions of our col-
lege.

™R Since 1994 during each and every Cultural festival of Vavuniya district. -
Since 1994 during each Aesthetic & Literary festivals and Navaraththiri festivals.

R
™R Since 1997 during Sivaraththiri festival at Kovilkulam Ahilandeswarar Temple.
R Every year at Uklankulam Sivan Kovil *Thiru kalyana festival’

R

Gives dance programme in Sri Lanka Rupavahini Cooperation, Suwarnavahini and
Shakthi Telecasting Cooperations.

[ Welcome dance at Seylan bank, CDB bank, LB Finance opening ceremonies.

R  Aesthetic programmes at Arunachalam, kathirkamar and Anandakumarasamysl
camps e

R During the arrival of His Excellency President Mr.Mahinda Rajapaks& )
lady, Hon.Prime Minister and Higher officers to Vavuniya our students gave wx lc
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(e Participate in Nothern provincial Literary festival, Shahithya festival and Urban
Council functions.

(C Through Madukanda Central Cultural Center participated in 61th Independent day pro-
cession.

(CH Through Madukanda Central Cultural Center gave dance programme with Vedas in
Mahiyangane.

™R Gave dance programme in Thunukkai division for New Year festival.
™R Gave aesthetic programmes in Killinochchi which was hel by Nothern Province.

™R Give dance programmes in Rambikulam Nagapoosani Amman temple, Thonikkal
Nagathampiran templefestival, Kurumankadu Kali kovil festival, Poonthodda Nachchimarkovil
festival, Pandarikula Amman temple, Kurumankadu Pillaiyar kovil, Vairavappuliyankulam
Aathivinayagar temple 10 days festival, Veppankula Pillaiyar 10 days festival and Koomankula
Amman temple festival.

™R Every year our college students participate and receive ‘Kala Vithagar’ graduation through
Nothern Sri Lankan Music Board.

[ Deliver Naddya Arangettam continuously in Vavuniya.

(€ In 2001 gave a dance programme as a represantative of Vavuniya district in the Cultural
hall of Matala Pallepola Library .

™R Since 2001 during the Annual 10 days temple festival of Vavuniya Kandasamy Kovil.
Most probably 250 students participate in this programme.

(Y In 2002 gave a programme which was conducted by Village Management board of
Forut organization.

™R On 2nd May 2003 gave dance programmes in 2nd World Hindu Congress.

™R In 2003 gave a dance programme in Isurupaya, Battaramulla during Saraswathi pooja
festival.

(C Since 2004 with Madakanda Central Cultural Center our college students give dance
programmeand participate All Island dance competition.

REOnN 29th July 2005 to remember Veeramani Sir’s Rememberance gave dance
progfiaiifing ip his house. '

g . .
g Eiom 2005 to 2008 during Children’s day, Women’s day and Elder’s day which were
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(e In 2009 participated in Dance festival which was held in Ramakrishna hall by Shakthi
Telecasting Cooperation.

™R In 2010 When the actress Asin and the first lady of Sri lanka came to Vavuniya General
Hospital we gave a dance festival.

™R In 2010 more over 40 students participated in’Vasantha Niruthya’ at Uthuru Vasanthaya
programme.

>R Gave programmes in the Cultural & Literary festival of Valluvar in Vavuniya.

(C Gave Snake dance and Oyil dance which is held by the National Institute of Education in
the year of 2010.

R Gave aesthetic programmes in the get together of students of Vavuniya campus of Uni-
versity of Jaffna in 2010.

™R Gave aesthetic programmes in the Golden jubilee O Suddhananda Young Men Hindu
Association.

&R Gave dance programme in the opening ceremony of People’s Bank branch of Mullaithivu.

The details of the Aesthetic programmes

which were conducted by our college students:

During the ten days festival which was held in Vavuniya Kandasamy Kovil.
During the festivals Vavuniya Rambaikulam Nagapoosani Amman temple.
[n 2010 Uththuru Vashanthaya aesthetic programme

In the 61st Independent Festival of our mother land

During the Sivarathiri festival of Kovilkulam Ahilandeswarar Temple.
Duriqg the Sivarathiri festival of Veppankulam Pillaiyar Temple.

Welcome dance during the arrival of the first lady of our country.

2 B B B2 B B 2B 3

Welcome dance during the arrival of Hon Bazil Rajapakse.
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™R Dance programme in Thunukkai division for New Year festival which was arranged by
the Nothern Provincial Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs.

R During the Newyear festival gave aesthetic programmes in Kathirgamar IDP Camp.
During the 10 days festival of Vairavappuliyankulam Athi Vinayakar Temple
Welcome dance at Seylan bank, CDB bank opening ceremonies.

Welcome dance at LB Finance opening ceremony.

2 B B R

Two hundred and tweny students were paricipated in the examination which is held by
Nothern Sri Lankan Music Board

™ Through Madukanda Central Cultural Centre during the festival of National Dance
Programme our college is going to participate in Individual and Group Baratham events.

e Those who won the district leve in ‘Narthanam’ are going to participate inthe National
level competition.

(c Participated in Affiliated to the British Federation of Festival of London - 2010 and more
than 20 students received gold medal.

[ Our college students collected money for the building fund for the Katkuli Nagathampiran
temple front elevation.

[ When the actress Asin and the first lady of Sri lanka came to Vavuniya General Hospital
we gave a dance festival.

R In the opening ceremony of People’s Bank branch of Mullaithivu.

(et Particiapated in Dacing Super Star competition which is held by Shakthi Telecasting
Cooperation.

Successful Records of the students

of Niruththiya Nikethana Fine Arts College:

‘&In the Prize giving of National Youth in 1993, 1994, 1997, 2001, 2004 Our college stu-
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(C The competition among the Central Cultural Centre in National Level Puviyalini Pusparasa
got 1st Place in 2008 and Jansi Selvamohan got 1st prize in individual dance, our college got 1st
place for. group dance in 2009 through Madukanda Central Cultural Centre.

™R Our college students won and received ‘God Nadaraj’ bronze statue in ‘Thimithakatha
dance competition’ which is held by Shakthi Telecasting Cooperation.

™R Most of the students from grade 1 to grade 6 passed with first and second grades and our
college students passed in the 6th grade of Teachers grade and got ‘Kala viththagar’ graduation
each and every year which is held by Nothern Sri Lankan Music Board.

&R Our college student Miss Keshanthini Thanabalasingam got 3rd place in ‘Naddiya Mayil’
dance competition in 2004.

&R Those who got 1st place in All Island Tamil day competition which is held among schools.

(C More over hundred students won gold medal in the all island dance competition which is
held by Affiliated to the British Federation of Festival of London.

™R In 2010 in the District Level competition of Individual competition, Group Baratha,
Group village dance competition of Primary group, Junior group, Senior group and Open com-
petition our college students won 1st prize. ( Yet National level competition hasn’t been held)

(Y In 2010 our college students won in 1st prize in Baratha Group dance for girls, Individual
dance for boys, Individual dance for girls and Baratha Group dance for boys and girls in the
competition among the Central Cultural Centre. ( Yet National level competition hasn’t been
held)

™R Got 2nd place in Group Baratha competition which is held by Nothern Provincial Minis-
try of Education and Cultural Affairs in 2008.

&R In 2009 our college students got 1st place in individual and group dance competitions of
Primary, Junior and Senior group for ‘Thiruvempa’ competition which is held by Vavuniya Di-

visional Secretariat.
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Vasantha Kumarn Kobawaka (Lyrieist) recelving his award

Studants of Surw Woorasingam of the awards coremony
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Japan Srl Lanika

Friondahip Craltural Fud was
held on Newember 11 2t the Sri
Lanka Rupiasahinl
Corporation TV Stidin, The
Putika Awards are preschbed

iy 12 om the tive of the

Sarath Kumara Liyanawattn (Music) receiving hluaward

Japaness Askxiton and the
Japanese Conmmitn sl
Industry Assoclata of Sri
Lanks, in collaboytion with
thé BEmbassy of Jaan. Vor the
gt tywelve yoars | stich
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¥ Wiitanabe, Co.
Chatrpersan of the Belaction
Comnindtteo of tha Japean Sri
Lanka Friendship Cultural
Futid, Mahinds Yapa
Abeywardena, Minisier of
Citltural AfMairs and Nathonal
Noritnge; x:.,.:r_ Araki,

al Artists w
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Dealers in pure 22ct Gold Jewellery

No87A, Kandy Road, Vavuniya.
Tel: 024 22248

UMARAA’S

No.58, Tharmalingam Street, TGxti IGS

Vavuniya.
Tel: 024 22655

& No.124 , SEA STREET,
COLOMBO. 11
TEL: 011 4896883

i nsA;:.z;zE‘:m TEXTILES &
| FANCY GOODS

1 45, @wzuwt- sh%t,
rbavuuiyﬂa,.

Sanshiqaa

Jewel House
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No.180, Bazaar Street,
Vavuniya.

. Bazaar Street,
Vavuniya.
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SUSTAINY CURLIFESTYLE

BOC Infinity

Retirement Plan

Planing for a Successful retirement
Starts here - no matter where you are.
Bank of Ceylon now offers you BOC
infinity, a retirement plan to save little
by little to make your life secure and '
Comfortable.
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