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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF GUEST

WE ARE PROUD OF
VADA HINDU GIRLS’ COLLEGE

Mahathma Gandhi once observed, "If you teach a man,
you teach only an individual but if you teach a woman, you
teach an entire family." Acting on such dictums, Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan founded the Ramanathan
Collegeto give education to girls with due emphasis on Tamil
Language, Hidu Culture and values. Some philanthropists of
Vadamaradchy founded such an institution in
Vadamaradchy. Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College has
carried the lofty traditions of Hindu education for over fifty
years.

Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College was lucky to have
had Principals and teachers who had dedicated themselves in
the pursuit of excellence in education. Vada Hindu Girls’
College has produced its share of Doctors and other
Professional ladies but its signal service was to produce heads
of families who were steeped in Hindu Culture and values.
In a crowd of ladies, it is so easy to pick out old girls of
Vadamaradchy Hindu with their characteristic deportment.

No history of Vada Hindu Girls’ College will be complete
without referring to an event which was unique on its own
way. When the S.L.F.P. Government decided to take over all
private schools, the Management of Vada Hindu Girls’
College, refused to hand over the school and decided to run
it as a non-fee levying private school. In the face of the
opposition from the Government, this task was difficult but
the veteran teacher, Mr. S. Veerasingham, Emeritus Principal
of Sr1 Somaskanda College Puthur kept the school going for
some time. Ultimately the School was handed over. Miss
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Charavanamuttu came back as Principal and the College
marched from success to success.

Vada Hindu Girls’ College gave a new orientation and
impetus to Tamil Music and Dance. On one occasion, Mr.
Kapur, the then Indian High Commissioner wanted to visita
Hindu Girls’ Institution. I took him to Vada Hindu Girls’
College. This was during the Navarathiri Festivals. There was
a most inspiring religious atmosphere and some girls gave a
display of a Veena Orchestra. The High Commissioner was
highly impressed and said "College and the Veena
performance compared most favourably with any College in
India." I feel indeed proud.

While we from Vadamaradchy are justifiably elated at
what Vada Hindu Girls’ College had achieved, let us resolve
that all of us, individually and collectively will strive to the
utmost to make Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls” College a
shining jewel in the well be-decked garland that adorns
Vadamaradchy.

14-03-1994 M. Sivasithamparam
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MESSAGE
FROM
THE HON’BLE JUSTICE
SIVARAMALINGAM ANANDACOOMARASWAMY

At the request of the committee of the Past Pupils’
Association of the Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College I
have great pleasure in sending this message on the occasion
of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Vadamaradchy
Hindu Girls’ College, which was born and grew up within
my sight and hearing at Point Pedro.

The necessity of having a Hindu College for Hindu Girls
was long felt and the finders took a bold step of building a
College 1n Vadamaradchy for the Hindu Girls of
Vadamaradchy. The founders’ first step was to collect funds
which was and is the most difficult task for any venture.
Therefore they decided to request all men and women of
some financial standing to contribute one month’s earning in
instalments. That was the wisest move and all readily
complied with that request. The founders had no other
backing except the moral support of all Hindus who were
equally convinced for the need of a Hindu institution. The
institution grew up steadily.

As the college approached sixteen years of age there was
a politico-educational storm which shook very much the very
foundation of the College. Schools were to be either private
or state schools. For some reason or other the Vadamaradchy
Hindu Girls” College authorities decided to go private. It
ultimately ended up with the Hindu Educational Society
challenging the Act of the Minister of Education in taking
over the Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls” College.

The Supreme Court decided in favour of the
Vadamaradchy Hindu Educational Society and College
continued to be private for some more time until it was
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voluntarily handed over to the State. During this period of
transition the College underwent several hardships and I am
¢lad to say that it withstood the test of time. Students in large
numbers left the College and found refuge in neighbouring
schools. One wondered whether the College was approaching
its end and the purpose for which it was fast vanishing.

An institution can survive and progress or it can merely
exist or it may cease to exist.

I have read with admiration the history of the progress of
Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College. It has withstood many
vicissitudes in its short life. Last ten years too the College
underwent lot of difficulties due to the situation in the
war-torn area. However both the staff and students worked
untiringly towards their goal. The College celebrates the
Golden Jubilee this year, and our thanks go to all the
benefactors who were responsible for this institution. The
founders had not spent their time, money and energy in vain.
They have achieved their purpose in establishing a Hindu
College for the Hindu Girls of that area.

In conclusion 1 wish to thank the members of the
Committee of the Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls” College Past
Pupils” Association in giving me the opportunity and
privilege to send this message on this Golden Jubilee
Celebration of the College.

[ also wish the Principal, Staff and Students of the College
to maintain the standards they have maintained so far and
continue to maintain hindu traditions and cultural
background, without which education will have no meaning.

S. Anandacoomaraswamy 7/.\/. (Col)
(Judge of the Court of Appeal of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lenka)
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MESSAGE

From
ACTING MAYOR OF COLOMBO MUNICIPAI. COUNCIL

Being a Native Son of Vadamaradchy, I am indeed
pleased to extend this message on the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College,
organised by the Past Pupils’ Association - Colombo Branch.

50 years is a milestone in the History of this College,
which has during this period, in the best traditions of a fine
educational institution produced many outstanding Doctors,
Lawyers, Engineers, Teachers and above all loving mothers
and dutiful wives. They all have a common bond of fierce
toyalty to their School. This is evident by this well organised
Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

While extending my best wishes for the success of
this Golden Jubilee Celebrations, my prayer is that
Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College continue to serve the
educational needs of the Girls in the Vadamaradchy area for
very many generations to come.

K. Ganeshalingam
Acting Mavor
Colombo MMunicipal Council
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MESSAGE FROM Dr. C. P. PILLAI

It is with a sense of pride and gratitude to the people of
Vadamaradchy that | pen these few lines to congratulate them on
the progress and achievement of their School over the past 50

. years.

When this school was established, | was a young man of 24
years, fresh from revolutionary Bengal and having gone to Calcutta
to do a "ground-breaking" professional course, quite unknown in
my family circles, that of a VVeterinary Surgeon.

Liberation of Hindu women of my "kurichi" who were labouring
under conservative religious and social fundamentalism was
foremost in my mind. | did not have the clout to change things. My
own sisters were affected by these harsh social practices. They
could not go to school after attaining age, although they were
children of a prosperous lawyer.

Therefore, it was a great relief that my maternal uncle
Dr.C.Sabhapati, among others provided the leadership and the
financial resources to establish the Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’
College in July 1944. They were progressive, generous and
selfless people. Hence, the progress of the School through all these
hard days. '

Now on, it can go forward notwithstanding the current harsh
political and security environment.

To mark the Golden Jubilee of the School, | have arranged with
the President of the Past Pupils’ Association of the School to
establish a PRIZE, to be offered annually, to the best student in
Mathematics in G.C.E. ‘O’ or ‘A’ Level of the school. This is to be
called "GNANAMBIKAI PERUMALPILLAI PRIZE", in memory of
my late wife who was a University of London graduate in
Mathematics and had been a Graduate Teacher of the subject for
nearly 20 years at University entrance level.

I wish the school continued progress and fame in academic
circles and in the community.

Dr. C. P. PILLAI
FRCVS (UK); MRCVS (LOND); DR. Vet Med (MANILA);
10 February 1994 GV.Sc (CAL); Dip. Agric (CEYLON)
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EDITORIAL

This souvenir has been brought out by the Past Pupils’
Association, Colombo Branch, to commemorate the Golden
. Jubilee of Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College, Point Pedro,
established in 1944 by a handful of Hindu Educationists of
Vadamaradchy.

Fifty Years After

Fifty years in the life span of an institution is a watershed or a
memorable event. It is not only an event for jubilation and
celebration but also an occasion for stock-taking and appraisal. It
provides an opportunity to re-dedicate ourselves to the ideals of the
founding fathers and if need be to re-define our goals and
aspirations in keeping with the needs of the present and future.

North Ceylon though not blessed with the bounties of Nature,
has been blessed with a rich harvest of educated men and women,
mainly due to the fact that in the early decades of the 19th century,
Jaffna was provided with Educational Institutions of excellence -
thanks to the pioneering work of Foreign Missionaries. But there’s
the rub - for, those who passed out from the portals of those
Machinery Institutions, sad to say, became alienated from their
religious culture and time tested Hindu traditions and values.

It was the great Hindu revivalist Arumuga Navalar, himself a
product of Missionary Education who braved to thwart the
missionary monopoly in education. He was followed by Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan who established two leading Hindu
Colleges, one for girls and the other for boys in the e\aw
century. Later a network of Hindu schools were establis y the
Hindu Board of Education.

A Hindu school exclusively for girls was established in 1944
by a handful of educated and dedicated men against heavy odds.
Notwithstanding the scarcities and gloom of the closing stages of
World War Il the founding fathers undauntedly embarked on their
ideal of a Hindu Seat of learning for girls.

The school had small beginnings but grew from strength to
strength until it became a Grade | institution in 1954. Now the
College is rightly proud of its numerous Doctors, Engineers,
Graduate Teachers of Art and Science - a male domain till recently,
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and the countless number of housewives who passed out of Vada
Hindu, a boon to society for when a girl is educated, a lamp of
learning is lit, this in turn illumines a whole family and the society
at large. '

While we salute the industry and vision of our heroic Founding
_Fathers, we also bow our heads to the Principals and dedicated
“teachers who have contributed their mite to the welfare and
progress of the school. The present Principal and staff are doing
their utmost to carry on the noble traditions of the school, despite
the most trying situation in the North, bereft of some of the basic
necessities. Thanks to the parents of the North whose main
concern is the broadening of the mental and spiritual horizons of
these children that they sacrifice their leisure and happiness, to
attain this end. Itis aptly said, "while the father makes hay in Jaffna,
the son shines in Colombo."

We as past students of V.H.G.C. owe a debt of gratitude to
our beloved Alma Mater. We need to answer her clarion call for
help and assistance. The Colombo branch of the P.P.A. is
endeavouring to help and invite all old girls and well-wishers to rally
round and give all support at the present juncture an era of
encircling gloom and darkness in the North.

In conclusion our grateful thanks to the contributors of articles
and messages and felicitations. We thank those who placed
advertisements in the publication and last but not least the old
students and well-wishers who have contributed financially or
otherwise in bringing out this Souvenir.

\
OLD STUDENTS AND WELL-WISHERS
RALLY ROUND YOUR BELOVED SCHOOL

Mrs. P. Jayaratnam
Editor

P.S.

Our grateful thanks to Arasan Printers for an excellent job done
at short notice. ‘
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We are happy that our distinguished
alumniin Colombo are celebratingthe Golden
Jubilee of our Alma Mater with a grateful love
which she richly deserves.

Vada Hindu Girls’ College ranks today as
one of the foremost institutions of learning.
Thanks to the vision of her founders and the
dedication and devotion of her Principal,
Teachers and Pupils.

Her record in moulding healthy, intelligent, disciplined and
accomplished girls steeped in Hindu Culture and Hindu Traditions
as ordained by her founders and well-wishers keeps her in eternal
prestige both at home and abroad.

Her fortunate offsprings, occupying eminent positions in all
walks of life and spheres of influence, therefore, have a delightful
duty to felicitate their "Bounteous Mother" on her Fiftieth Birth
Anniversary with a grand show of love and affection.

We are sure the function will be a brilliant success going by the
galaxy of the past pupils engaged with it and the ranks of the guests
and well-wishers honouring it. This historic 'event mirroring the
beauty and bounty of the College will have the admiration of the
world and inspire the present and the future generations to rally
round her flag of fame.

Our Souvenir that is blossoming on this Red Letter Day will be
a cherished possession in the homes and libraries of many
thousands attached to Vada Hindu in eternal love.
/

We are sad and disappointed that the current situation denies
us the privilege, pride and pleasure of personal participation in this
momentous occasion. However, with hearts that will beat in
pleasant harmony with yours, we send our warmest greetings and
best wishes to the Past Pupils’ Association, while at the same time
acknowledging our debt to your magnanimous solicitude which is
one of the most important factors behind the success of Our
College. , '

May God Bless You All and keep all of us bound to our Alma
Mater in perpetual glory.

6th April 1994 Principal
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VADAMARADCHY HINDU GIRLS’ COLLEGE
PAST PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 1992 -93

Formation

The Association founded on the initiative of certain dedicated
and enthusiastic past pupils was formally established on March
18th, 1992 at a Meeting at Ramanathan Ladies’ College,
Bambalapitiya.

At the request of the Members at that time | was accorded
the honour of being the President of the Association. The chief
office bearers elected were the Vice President, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and the
Executive Committee.

Objectives

The chief objective of the Association was to serve as a focal
point for the past pupils and former staff. While encouraging
the formation of Branch Associations elsewhere, your
Association was expected to give lead and guidance to them.
Afurther aspect was also to establish contacts with and support
from the large numbers of past students overseas.

The second major objective was to serve the School by
giving encouragement and assistance in its educational
facilities, career prospects of students and their employment
opportunities.

Activities .
Many of our important activities are reflected in this report
under financial matters.

In our general work, the major social event was the well
attended lunch and cultural program that followed, which
served also to make known and to advertise the functioning of
our Association. The occasion also had some Press coverage.

Financial Matters

Our focus was the collection of funds from past pupils - mostly
abroad - sending letters to relatives and friends residing
abroad, and requesting them to send whatever they could
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whenever it was possible for them. Funds have been coming
in from past pupils in Australia and Canada and though there
has been no big rush, yet, we live in hope for the future. There
have been letters of promise from U.K. and Canada indicating
willingness to contact as many as possible and send us a bulk
sum.

- In the meantime, with whatever funds were made
available to us, we are pleased to inform you that a Fixed
Deposit and Current Accounts have been opened in the name
of the Association at Hatton National Bank Headquarters,
Colombo.

A separate Scholarship Fund was also launched at the
second meeting, on the initiative of your President, and the
response was extremely good. In addition to this, individual
donations of Rs. 10,000/- each by members have given us
great encouragement. From these amounts, we hope to grant
scholarship to the successful candidates at the recent year 5
exams. conducted by the Department of Education. Since the
full results have not been released to the School, the money
earmarked for this has not been actually sent, though our
Principal has already made an announcement to this effect at
the School Assembly.

5. Other Statements

The Statements by the Secretary and Treasurer will be place
before this Meeting. ‘

6. Closing Observations

It has been a pleasure working with the Executive Committee,
and | thank them and also all the Members of the Association
and look forward to greater progress in the years to come.

I myself, and some others of our Members, are not old
Students, but past Principal, Vice Principal and Teachers. On
my behalf, and theirs, | must convey my admiration and thanks
for the enthusiasm, and work of the real Old Students; and look
in particular to our younger members, present and yet to join
us, for the future growth and strength of our Association.

| thank you all.

Mrs. V. Suriyakumaran
6th March 1993 (President)



We Meet and Greet the Principal




MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT

An old girl, old teacher and current President of Vada Hindu
- Girls’ College Past Pupils’ Association, Colombo Branch, Mrs. J.
Chandrasekharan welcomes....

Welcome everybody and share with us our joy and jubilétion in
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of our Alma Mater.

"Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College is fifty years young" this
year. Educational institutions never grow old and they are for all
times. Our College is a unique achievement by the leading culture
conscious and dedicated intellectuals of Point Pedro who felt the
crying need of a Hindu School for the girls of the area.

Though the foundation was laid for a Hall and Office on 05 July
1944, with about thirty students and three teachers, Thilagacca,
Savithriacca and Kamalacca, officially, classes began in January
1945 with more than hundred students. Two weeks before the
official opening a public meeting was .organised by the
‘Vadamaradchy Hindu Educational Society’ headed by the late Dr.
C. Sabapathi and other Founder Members where they outlined the
objects in starting the school. (Unfortunately the leader passed
away in April the same year and did not live to see the fruits of his
labour. However, his son-in-law and daughter Mr. & Mrs.
Navaratnarajah continued his good work and even put up a Physics
Lab in his memory.) There were classes from Kindergarten to the
Junior School Certificate. Some of us have had the good fortune to
be the first batch and were lucky to learn under competent and
devoted teachers. Just to mention there was the late Mr. M.
Karthigesu, retired Principal of Kokuvil Hindu College. The late Mr.
V. T. S. Sivagurunathan, retired Headmaster of Ananda College
and our Principal onthat day was none otherthan the silvertongued
orator and the pretty and stern looking young Mrs. Meenakshy
Ponnudurai! They were followed by Miss Pasupathy lyer, Mrs.
Sooriyakumran, Miss Kanagasabai, Mrs. Nallathamby, the late
Mrs. Thiyagarajah and others and thanks to their hard work our
results at the S.5.C. in 1947 was hundred percent, with three of us



getting exemption from London Matriculation. Unbelievable now,
but then our results appeared in the Ceylon Daily News!

A significant event which is green in my memory is the grand
opening of our ‘Big Hall’, the biggest then in Jaffna and built by a
very ‘big’ businessman, the late Mr, S. S. Saravanamuttuy, in the
present premises donated by another founder member the late Mr.
M. A. Thangarajah.

It was in the year 1946, the Hall was packed to capacity and
on the stage was the then Minister of Education Mr. C. W. W.
Kannangara. Flanked on either side were the then Director of
Education the late Mr. K. Arulnandy and late Mrs. Pathmasani
Rajendram, a tamil Pundit, both from Vadamaradchy, along with
other distinguished Founder Members. The pitch dark, but
charismatic minister rose to speak. There was pindrop silence. The
ministerdeclared "l am one of you. | amindeed a Tamil. What better
proof do you need other than my name ‘Kannang Kariyar." The
audience burst into thunderous applause!

While | was a teacher and during the time of the late Miss
Charavanahuttu, the ‘Mothers Union’ was formed and Mrs.
Sivaramalingam was our first President, Mrs. Sathasivam the
Treasurer and | was the Secretary. This association did a lot to
foster good relations between the parents and teachers and we got
together and worked for the uplift of the school!

And as an old girl | had the privilege of being on the same stage
with our then M.P. of our area Mr. Sivasithamparam in one of the
Founders' Day Celebrations. Mr. Sivasithamparam has always
associated himself with the functions of the school and has done a
lot for its advancement.

Five decades have passed since inception and today our
College stands aloft as one among the many leading schools
providing all facilities to the student population and producing first
class citizen"Sin all walks of life - Doctors, Engineers, Accountants,
Attorneys-at-Law, Administrators (sorry, so far, no members of
Parliament) but above all, women, true to our religion and culture-
devoted wives. | take this opportunity to wish and pray for our



College many more years of glorious achievements and successful
endeavours.

Our Association on the other hand, is only two years old now.
Like Rip Van Winckle we had slept for a long time and woke up only
when the Broadcasting Corporation of Sri Lanka time and again,

“announced the death of Miss K. Charavanamuttu, one time
Principal of Vadamaradchy. Rudely shaken up, more than fifty of
us lined up and paid our respects on her last journey. Acting fast,
within a short period, we had our inaugural meeting on 23 March
1992. Thanks to the grit and determination of past pupils and
teachers we have done fairly well to help our present students who
are undergoing severe hardship. We are determined to make up
for lost time.

In this we are indeed very lucky to have had Mrs. V.
Sooriyakumaran as our first President. [Her first year report
appears elsewhere]. She had been a true guide and guardian
watching and helping us to steer the association through a path of
action and achievement. At our first Annual General Meeting when
she declined to continue to be president and the mantie fell on me,
we were completely shattered. However, we plucked up courage
and here we are, at another year's end.

At this juncture, | would place on record our grateful thanks to
her yeoman service. In her own words Mrs. Sooriyakumaran went
"with a begging bow!" to America, Canada and London and
canvassed and solicited support and encouraged old girls over
there to form branch associations. Her efforts, we are glad, have
paid dividends and we have news that branch associations are
being formed in Canada, London and Melbourne. We.also express
our gratitude to her -distinguished husband, Prof. C.
Sooriyakumaran who actively supported her and also volunteered
to finance the scholarships award when we were short of funds.

| would also place on record the propaganda and contributions
collected by Mrs. |. Thavendran and Mrs. S. Cumarasamy, down
under, in Australia and New Zealand. Our grateful thanks to Mrs.
Y. Ganeshalingam who has helped significantly by overseas and
local propaganda and collection. The association is also greatly



indebted to Mrs. R. Veeravagu and Mrs. R. Manicavasagar who
helped greatly to swell our funds to meet our current expense.
Special mention must be made of Mr. S. Sivarajah, who with his
friend Mr. Karunainathan, gave us enormous support and valuable
advice.

We are very happy thatthrough the generosity of our members,
we have helped the present students to have pipe-borne water.

Some of us also met our present Principal, Mrs. L.
Cumarasamy, while she was in Colombo, and got first hand
information of conditions over there. At her request, we are
egkploring ways and means of setting up a Golden Jubilee Fund to
render financial assistance to maintain a few basic facilities, from
contributions from members and well-wishers, local and abroad.
Some of us, in response to the Principal’'s appeal have promised
our books and furniture over there, to a Junior Library which the
college proposes to embark as a commemoration for the fiftieth
anniversary.

We are also happy that we have raised the number of donors
for Memorial Prize for Year V and other class Scholarships from
four last year to more than ten this year. We also appeal to
members and relatives of Founder Members to come forward and
volunteer contributions for Memorial Prizes in their names. This is
the only way we can show our appreciation and gratitude to our
Founder Members for gifting Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College
to the past, present and future students. )

Once again my humble greetings and welcome to the three
illustrious sons of Vadamaradchy Mr. K. Sivasithamparam, our
Chief Speaker, Justice Anandacoomarasamy, our Guest of Honour
and Mr. K. Ganeshalingam, our Chief Organiser, and last, but not
least to all my brothers and sisters of Vadamaradchy.
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- of
Pl. Mtt. Muthukaruvppan
Jewe//r'lrs since 1!

36 Sea Street, Colombo 11

THEVARAM

PROGRAMME

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kadirgamar
Mrs. Pathmini Kohulapalan

LIGHTING OF TRADITIONAL OIL LAMP

WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

CULTURAL PROGRAMME :

() SONG

(i) DANCE

(i) VEENA

(iv)

BREAK DANCE :

Mrs. Rajeswary Somasundaram

Miss Thabodhini Ponnampalam &
Miss Vasini Ramachandran

Mrs. Varalakshmi Sritharan and
her Students

* Ramya Ganeshan

* Shyamala Maheswaran

* Kalpana Kankeyan

* Sugi Shanmuganathan.

* Disha Kandappasegaram
Miruthangam :

* R. Sathishkumar

Mast. Gajan lllankovan



With tﬁe Best Compliments

i
caruppan Chettiar (Pvt) Ltd.

Jewellérs since 1937

Tel - 328478, 325820

PROGRAMME

(v) VILLUPATTU : Old Girls of Vadamaradchy Hindu
Girls’ College
* Mrs. Logaranee Sritharan
* Miss Jeyarani Nadaraja
* Miss Anusha Thambiah
* Miss Parasakthy Muthukumarasamy
* Miss Kiruthika Thurairajah
Miruthangam :
* Mast. Gajendran Thlrukeswaran
Harmonium :

* Mrs. Varalakshmi Sritharan

5. ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF GUEST:
Mr. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM

6. ADDRESS BY THE GUEST OF HONOUR:
"~ Hon. Justice S. ANANDACOOMARASWAMY

7. DINNER
8. RAFFLE DRAW
9. VOTE OF THANKS

10. SCHOOL SONG
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AS I REMEMBER.....

Vada Hindu Girls” College is now a well known stitution in
the Jalfna district. Among the schools in the area, some of them
having been around for ncarly two centurics, our school is
relatively voung. Yet its contribution in the context of the time and
place. has been enormous. To be able to appreciate it, we have to
20 back to the time it was founded to acquaint ourselves with the
local socicty and the valiant cfforts of the great men and women
who have madc this school a reality. What I write here are pure and
simple impressions of a student, and later a teacher, and I do not
wish to wash away the magic from my memory by secking
confirmation.

Young Hindu Girls in our arca those days, did not move around
much after a certain age. True, there were many who attended the
Mecthodist Girls® School (it was G.B.S. then), and Ramanathan
College and Vembadi Girls” School n other districts, but many
more just dropped out of school even belore they reached their
tcens, to stay at home until freedom came with marriage. Even
bright girls did not venture to go past the Senior examination. It
was at this time that some leaders of the community decided to do
something to correct the situation. They went round rallying
support to start a ncw Hindu Girls™ School in Vadamaradchy.
Parcnts were persuaded to send their daughters to this school, and
they did. Some had left school a few vears earlicr. So, in late 1944,
the new school was born. It was carly in 1945, the pioncer,
Karthikesu Appa, as he was affectionately known, and a few others
visited us and I heard from my parents that my younger sisters and
| were to join the new school. T don’t recollect having strong
[eelings cither way, and dutifully accepted the change.

It 1s the first impression which lasts the longest, and 1 can
remember my {irst year there vividly. This school struck me as
completely different from the others. Each morning at the
asscmbly, a few girls stood in [ront and led the singing of the
‘Thevaram’ and all the others joined in crcating and uplifting
atmosphere. My ecarlier idca of assembly included the singing of
*Onward Christian Sokdiers’ and *God Save the King™ (I have
absolulely no prejudice against it, in fact that was also a great
cxperience), but this new order was very refreshing. We were
drawing ‘Kolam™ at the entrance and making “Thoranam” with
tender coconut leaves to decorate the place for functions. All this



was fascinating and we were beginning to basc our lives on a
culture and tradition that was our own, and we were proud of it.

But our school premises was as simple as simple could be.
There were cadjan sheds with temporary partitions. Our classroom
was at a slightly higher level in the longest shed serving as a stage
for a concert or any other function. It was appropriate too, for wc¢
the J.S.C. students, about 12 of us, were the highest class in the

whole school. As I write, I remember with sadness that besides
- others, the high-spirited Jayamani and the gentle Amirtham are no
longer with us. The class was more like a neighbourhood group
than a class. Students those days were a reverent lot and looked
with awe upon their tcachers especially in bigger schools. Here we
felt at ecase with them all. Perhaps it was the sizc of the class or the
newness of the school, I felt a greater rapport between the teachers
and students,

All the teachers were dedicated to their jobs, and in my mind,
some of them, made a very lasting impression. One was Mecna
Ponnudurai who taught us English language and literature, she
introduced us to idioms and accents, and held us spellbound in our
poetry and Shakespeare classes. I can still remember how shattered
we were, when she announced after a few months, that she would
be leaving us. Then there was Lakshmi Pasupati who joined us
later, and it still amazes me how much botany we lcarnt from her
within the short period. It was enough to last two ycars to take us
through the Senior examination. Ant it was fun learning under this
pleasant lady who was probably in her early twenties at that time.

Pumnakka taught us Tamil language and literature. With her
tinkling voice she would take us into realms of ancient and modern
poetry. And we were made to memorize stanzas from ‘Nannool’,
giving the rules of Tamil grammar in verse, a few of which are still
fresh in my memory. Chandrathilakam and Maheswari who had
dropped out of school after their Senior examination re-entered the
mainstream of education as our teachers. The latler, to the pride of
our school, continued her studies afler marriage to obtain a
doctorate from the University of London and become a leading
Tamil scholar.

Then therg was my ‘grand-teacher” Mr. V.T.S. Sivagurunathan
who had taught my father at Ananda College. He was holding a
responsible post on the Board of Directors of our schools, but stood
in as our Maths teacher. This bubbly old gentleman made Maths
not just a subject, but an adventure from the known to the unknown.



We were frec to ask questions, and he found scnsc in our
nonsensical questions, and instilled sense with his answers. |
cannot remember a time when there was no smile on his [ace.

Finally, therc was Karthikesu Appa who was the substitute for
all absentec tcachers and taught us almost every subject. He taught
-us even ‘Keerthanam™ and several Thevarams. Looking back, |
rcalize how much we have been influenced by lcarning so many
religious hymns and the lives of the saints from ‘Periapuranam’™

In the few years which followed, the school was changing its
appearance. Concrefe structurcs came up and there were several
changes in the stall. Among the new faces was Valli, the [irst
Presidentofthe OGA. We believed that she was closcr to perfection
than the others-we knew.

Some years later [ had the privilege of tcaching in our school
alter my graduation. The Principal then was Miss Charavanamuttu,
an cbullient retitred inspectress of schools, who would stop at
nothing in her mission to upgrade the school. By then, it was a far
cry from the dear sorry looking structure which first met our eves.
There was a very large hall, donated by a lcader businessman, Mr.
Saravanamuttu and a science laboratory was put up by the family
of the late Doctor Sabapathy, who was onc of the visionarics of the
school. There was a spurt of activity in every sphere. We had
mter-house sports mects, Foundation Days, concerts, all grand
events. Our girls came back with prizes from inter-school
competitions in different catcgories. The school could be called a
great school. In fact, it soon became an A’ grade cotlege.

Today the school has achieved much, thanks to all thosc who
worked towards it, and I am surc it is the hope of cvery student,
past and present, that 1t will turn out many morc gencrations of
gentle and educated Hindu women.

Mrs. Anushya Vamadevan
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LOOKING BACK ...

It was with a sense of great excitement that | looked forward to
going to Vada Hindu Girls’ College. The Thambachetty School
where | had attended the Lower and Upper Kindergarten
(equivalent to Year | and Il), was a fairly small vernacular school,
Vada Hindu in comparison being where the "big" girls went. Our
current P.P.A. President was then "Jayalakshmi Acca" who was in
the higher level classes, to be looked upon with awe and respect!
When | started at Vada Hindu in 1947 the school had been in
session for just 3 years.

At the time | entolled at Vada Hindu, Classes were being held
in sheds with each class consisting of about twenty-five students.
| remember the excited anticipation when the first building was built
and this was the beginning of the process of replacing all the sheds
with classrooms.

Miss Kanagasabai, was our Principal. She enforced a strict
code of discipline as well as an enthusiasm for building up the
school. She also recruited many teachers from Jaffna, specifically
women teachers, who contributed a great deal to the growing
reputation of the school. As more students joined the school, the
classes grew larger and the need for more extensive facilities grew.

The first building at Vada Hindu to replace the sheds was the
Assembly Hall. This was followed, over the years, with an extension
of the library and lab., which in their original size had not been able
to keep up with the growing needs of the student body.

The original purpose of building the school had been to provide
Hindu Girls the opportunity for a good education in English. At that
time, the available equivalent option was the Methodist High School
(M.H.8.), a Christian missionary school. As a consequence of this,
for instance, | can still recite my Sivapuranam flawlessly, having
done it every week for so many years at the assemblies on Fridays!
While | strongly resisted learning Hinduism at school (those at
M.H.S. had the option of not learning Hinduism and | felt grossly
ill-used, being forced to learn so many devotional songs), | must
admit that | have been grateful ever since | left school for this
training in Hinduism. It has given me a quiet, yet powerful, sense
of confidence and security in my relationship with the religion, the
customs and the faith.

Miss Saravanamuttu, as a teacher, a mentor and Principal, has
perhaps been one of the most significant influences in my life. She



also, like Miss Kanagasabai before her, did a tremendous amount
in contributing to the School's growth in size, stature and repute.
At the time that she came in, Vada Hindu had not really had an
advanced Level class, so that most students left and went either to
Hartley or to M.H.S. Even after A/Level classes had begun,
students continued to leave after the G.C.E. O/Level exam.

Miss Saravanamuttu, with single-minded dedication, brought
to the School the A/Level classes, introducing at the same time, the
Science Stream for the A/L. When |, like many others was about to
leave to join Hartley for my A/Ls, Miss Saravanamuttu absolutely
refused to let me leave and insisted that| do my A/Ls atVada Hindu.
She ensured that all necessary facilities were provided by the
School and her confidence and dedication were justified when |
qualified to enter the University fromthere and again joined the staff
when | left the university.

While working with absolute commitment for the advancement
of the school, she also managed to find time for individual students
and their needs. We must all be very grateful to her for the way in
which she built up the School for the benefit of successive
generations of students. :

In conclusion | must not fail to mention the excellent work of
later Principal, Teachers and the present Principal Mrs. L.
Kumaraswamy who under extremely difficult conditions have
carried on and maintained the standards of the School.

On this occasion of our 50th Jubilee Celebrations we have all
rallied round to work for the cause of the school.

Mrs. Indrani Thavendran
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SWEET AND SOUR

This article is in two parts. The first comprises my
reminiscences as a student at my Alma Mater from 1956-65 and
the second part includes my thoughts as a tutor witnessing what
the present day student populace gets from institutions.

The Institution - Bird’s Eye View of a Student

After the communal riots of 1956 our family shifted from
Amparai to Point Pedro. Three of us in our family were admitted to
the school closeby the "Vada Hindu". | joined the 3rd standard.

| remember the music class, we had on my first day. We were
under a Banyan tree near the playground, in the Primary Section
and were seated on the roots jutting out. After the formal greeting,
my classmates announced in a chorus, "Teacher, there's a new girl
in our class." | was promptly introduced and before starting the
class the teacher asked me to sing a song. I sang "Chittu Kuruvi....."
There was a big applause initiated by the teacher. | no longer felt
a stranger and quickly got accepted as one of them.

The P.T. classes too were held under the same Banyan tree
and | inquired of the teacher, what if the fruits of the huge tree fall
on our heads. Without hesitation she said, "That's why Mother
Nature has always seen to it that shady trees have tiny fruits. Her
words made a deep impression on my young mind and made me
a lover of Nature.

Mrs. Ratnam was our class teacher from Std. 3 to 5. We were
" a mischievous lot and gave her enough problems. She was very
tolerant but at the same time did not hesitate to punish us when we
neglected our class work. If not for her | would not have passed the
Grade 5, N.P.T.A. exam. in the 1st Division and mind you | did not
take any private tuition, and for that matter none of us had any
notion of it.

| wish to recall my Social Studies classes conducted by
Mrs. Vamadeva. She came to us from the Secondary School



across the road and therefore was looked upon with special
respect. Her teaching technique was mostly dramatisation - always
fascinating to us kids. We had a "Parliament Day" when all of us
were transformed into V.I.P.s for a day. To this day | haven't
forgotten the names of the ministers.

Then we crossed the road to the Secondary School. The big
entrance with the arch bearing the name of the school, attending
Assembly with the "Bigger Sisters" in the School Hall, the imposing
figure of the Principal, all these gave me a sense ofimportance and
| realised that | was no more a child but a fast growing young girl.
The various Clubs and Associations held after school paved the
way to develop our talents and taught us to take up responsibility.
While the tower secondary gave us many facilities for personal
development, the upper secondary catered for Social Development
and Social awareness. Our Tamil and Arts Section had the best of
teachers, Mrs. S. Balasingam, Miss B. Thanabalasingam and a
host of others.

At the upper level we were fortunate to have had good science
teachers. Mr. Tiburtius was my Physics teacher. We plunged deep
into the subject matter with great ease and used plain teaching
methods to explain different ‘planes’, one normally finds difficult to
understand. Along with Physics, he did character building as well.
Mrs. C. Ratnasamy our Biology teacher, a perfectionist, always saw
to it that we had the necessary specimens so that we would be
thorough with the subject, after the practicals. And while | was there
at the A/L for a short time Mrs. Krishnapillai inculcated in us good
reading habits and introduced us to famous English authors. Miss
Y. Kanagaratnam, laid the foundation for a sound English
education.

Finally special mention must be made of Miss K.
Charavanamuttu, our Principal at that time. | came to know of her
intimately when | entered the Hostel for a brief period. - Incidentally
we have heard that the donor of the hostel "Thirumanram" Mr. A.
Ponniah has passed off. May his Soul Rest in Peace. It may be
truly said thatMiss Charavanamuttu was a legend during her tenure
of office.,



Part Il "An Institution - Bird’s Eye View as a Tutor"

During the recent past there was an influx of both students
and teachers from the North and East to Colombo. They were
alienated for quite a period and termed "displaced". When |
questioned some of them, they replied "We are not wanted. How
can we study?", "The extra curricular activities outdo the academic
studies.” My thoughts went back to the day | went to Vada Hindu
as a displaced person. If a teacher cannot identify the potentialities
of a newcomer and make her feel wanted in her new environment,
problems crop up! The newcomer has no sense of belonging and
does not feel secure in her new environment.

Though the infra-structure of a school has not changed much,
the available resources are not utilised to the mximum benefit.
Modern techniques are not resorted in many cases even in the
primary level. How different from the concept of parliament taught
and explained to us through mock parliament and dramatisation.
The préctical approach is sadly neglected, whether it is creative
activity at the primary level or for science and agriculture at the
secondary level. Unlike those days where the students turned out
creatives, sad to say the creativity ofthe parents are developed and
even tested for evaluation of child’s performance.

Our Alma Mater provided us with all the facilities, sincere,
dedicated, responsible, motivating Principals and teachers to
widen our horizon to become full fledged citizens. For this | salute
Thee Vada Hindu. "Voila la Vada Hindu!"

Mrs. T. Sripathy
nee Thilagam Duraisingam
(Tutor, Colombo Regional Centre, Dept. of Education NIE)



With Best Wishes

from

THE SAREE MUSEUM

119, Main Street
Colombo 11

and also at

93, Main Street
Colombo 11
Tel: 331036
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"SOME SPECIFIC EXPERIENCES
at
VADA HINDU

"Those days we used to travel by bullock carts to school."

Whenever my grandmother sees the students cycling gaily to
school, she would say this. She would hum a song and say it was
taught at school. | would make fun of her. But now - after leaving
school only, | realise how wonderful the school life is.

Religious functions, prize giving days etc. are common
experiences of all students. | would like to share some ‘specific’
experiences we had at Vada Hindu.

Mirage over Vadamaradchy

It was our history lesson and our teacher was describing the
second world war - about Hitler, the atomic bombings, the disaster.
Suddenly, a very loud roaring, booming noise made us all jump up.
Having had many such ‘experiences’ we were sure itwas a bomber.
So we were steeped in an imaginaty scene of a terrible war, and
as the sound was unusual, probably more thundering, not
conscious about the teacher, we all started screaming. The doors,
windows, tables and chairs were all shaking - due to the high
frequency. We wanted to run, wherever our legs would carry us.
However, the teacher with great effort managed to make us lie on
the floor, she too squeezed herself under a desk. All of a sudden,
we heard our teacher screaming and we all started to scream in
chorus. Our teacher, creeped out from underneath the table. She
was in tears, laughing so much. "l thought it was a bomb" she said.
One of us had crawled near the teacher, and had fallen upon her
in fear. Even now, we call her, "the bomb".

Mango Fracas

There stood a mango tree inside the school compound. It's
fruits are sour as sour could be. But, for us it was the most delicious
thing on earth - when we brought a few down. There were several
of us wanting to have a go at it. But, there were only a few. This



resulted in fracas. We were fighting like cats and dogs. We didn’t
realise the interval bell had rung and our teacher was watching us.
As a punishment, we all had to stand out with the mangoes heaped
in front of us. It was indeed a funny sight, the whole school laughed
at us. After this, whenever we thought of the mangoes, we would
say, "those are sour".

Neelambari Raga

Students like to nickname their teachers. We were not
exceptions either. We had to carry lunch parcels to school. In the
interval we managed to snatch a share from others too. After a
heavy meal, daily we had the same subject. The teacher was a
very soft spoken lady. So, when she dictated notes, everyone in
class would be nodding, or would be struggling to keep the eyes
open. Thus, she got her name ‘Neelambari’ - it's the raga meant
for putting people to sleep.

The Cruel Hands of Fate

Now and then an artillery shell would fall here and there and
explode, and we would pray "Oh God! Let hobody be injured.” We
never expected the deadly thing to come down on our school itself.
But it happened! On that fateful day the shell fell, and there was a
flash. A pre-school student - a little girl was on the ground. Blood,
was spurting out from her neck. The poor child though she escaped
instant death, sad to say, is still paralysed for life.

The End of School Education

What's your reply, if you were asked "What's the end of school
education?" Well, | would reply ‘character building’ - schools have
a great part in mending the character of every individual. Our
principal and teachers have always been an example to us. They
were kind and they were strict with us.

| am thankful to our dear principal who has at times like our
own mother, and to all our teachers who have guided us in the
correct path and helped us to achieve our goal in life.

-

Miss Thulasi Nadarajah



A FEW WORDS ...
Miss K. CHARAVANAMUTTU

Miss Kanagamma Charavanamuttu
who passed away recently, hailed from an
lNustrious family in Arialai, Jaffna and
had her early education in one of the
- leading schools in Jaffna, Chundikuli
| Girls” College, which had produced many
outstanding women even at that early

& period as the twenties. She graduated in
Madras, and later did her post-graduate training at the then
University College, Colombo. After a short spell as assistant
teacher, at the Jaffna Hindu College, and Ramanathan
College. She took charge of the Teacher Training College in
Batticaloa, and later joined the inspectorate as an inspectress
of schools for science.

In 1952 Miss Charavanamuttu took up the reins of
Principal, Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ College, with not only
the knowledge and experience she had gained at the different
institutions, but also with a ‘will” to serve. She being a
dynamic personality, immediately made her presence felt,
and making the best use of the discretionary powers given to
principals at that time, set out to select her teaching staff from
all parts of the island. She went from Training Colleges to
Universities choosing the best. Her administrative ability was
such that she was able to enlist the co-operation of every
teacher in the school. We who served under her, consider
those years as the most fruitful period in our career. Under
her guidance the school progressed by leaps and bounds in
all its aspects, and soon became a Grade I institution.

Miss Charavanamuttu, being a visionary was able to
bring about number of innovations in the school curriculam,



both intra and extra mural, what the experts in education are
trying to introduce today, was envisaged by her four decades
ago. She introduced vocational subjects like pottery,
handicraft, weaving and agriculture, and brought in
specialised teachers to teach them. She formed a "Mothers’
Union", which enabled parents and well-wishers to actively
participate in all the activities of the school, thus making the
school part and parcel of the community. The school
co-operative society introduced by her, in addition to serving
a utilitarian purpose, gave a basic training to the pupils in
managing their own affairs. The annual "Navarathri
Celebrations" conducted on a grand scale was a great impetus
to the students, in enriching their religious lives, and widening
their scope for aesthetic developments.

She took personal interest in the welfare of the teachers
and pupils, especially those living in the school hostel. By
residing within close proximity to the school she was able to
supervise all the aspects of hostel life.

Miss Charavanamuttu’s period may well be called the
"Golden Era" in the annals of Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’
College. Her task was indeed immense. She underwent and
surmounted many a trauma during her period. Vadamaradchy
is greatly indebted to her for building up an institution capable
of imparting an all round education to its girls. It was
heartening to see numerous past teachers and pupils pay their
last respects to their departed Principal.

May her soul rest in peace.

Mrs. C. Ratnasamy
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VADA HINDU GIRLS’ COLLEGE
PAST PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Vada Hindu Girls’ Colleger Past Pupils’ Association
Commemoration Fund Donors:
*  Mrs. V. Suriyakumaran

* Mrs. R. Veeravagu

* Mrs. R. Vicknarasa

*  Mrs. R. Maniccavasagar

Mrs. Y. Ganeshalingam
Miss P. Sivacolunthu
Mrs. T. Jagatheeswaran
Mrs. A. Vamadeva

Grade V Scholarship donated by Mr. & Mrs. A. Maniccavasagar

. Dr. C. Sabhapathi and son Chandrasekaran memorial prize

donated by Mrs. J. Chandrasekaran & Family.

. Sathiyabhagavathy Sri Pathmanathan memorial prize donated

by Mr. & Mrs. K. Ganeshalingam.

Esurapatham memorial prize donated by his family.

A. Nadarajasundaram memorial scholarship donated by Dr. &
Mrs. A. Ganesharatnam.

. Arumugam Maheswaran memorial prize for the best A'Level

Science Student donated by Mrs. J. Maheswaran.

Prashanthi Thangarajah memorial prize for the best Zoology
Student donated by Mr. & Mrs. C. Thangarajah.

. Gnanambikai Perumalpillai memorial prize for the best Student

in Maths at A’Level donated by Dr. C. Perumalpillai.

Karthigesu memorial prize for the best Arts Student donated
by his grandsons and Grand nephew.

Miss K. Charavanamuttu memorial Scholarship for the most
needy Student from O’Level donated by her loyal Students -
PPA Colombo.
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12. Mr. Ratnasingam Duraisingam memorial prize Scholarship for
the best Student in A’Level Physics - awarded by his Children.

13. Dr. P. Sri Pathmanathan Gold Medal donated by Mr. & Mrs. K.
Ganeshalingam for the best all round performance.

14. K. Balasubramaniam memorial prize donatéd by Mrs. Shanthi
Balasubramaniam for the best Student in English.

15. S. Sivagurunathan memorial prize Year V Scholarship
donated by Mrs. Pushpam Sivagurunathan and daughter
Nandhini.

16. Cathirithamby Krishnapillai memorial prize for the best Medical
Student donated by Dr. K. Mandaleson. [T ., . . .t o .
VADA HINDU GIRLS™
. . COLLEGE P. P, A,
Contribution from Abroad 1993 C«f.,. b Frrey

Australia

N. Elaventhan Rs. 4,000/=
Mrs. S. Dushyanthan _ Rs. 1,600/=
Mrs. R. Balasubramaniam Rs 1,600/=
Mrs. E. Sivaghasundram Rs. 320/=
Mrs. S. Mahendran Rs. 480/=
Mrs. R. Skantha o Rs. 160/=
Mrs. P. Janaganathan _ Rs. 3,000/=
Mrs. K. Ragunathan Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. S. Ragunathan Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. R. Amuthalingam Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. V. Ratnarajah ' Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. R. Arulnangar Rs. 1,615/=
Bhanumathy Panchalingam Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. Kumutham Asokan Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. Shantﬁi.Thavendraraja Rs. 1,615/=
Mrs. T. Nagarajan Rs. 500/=

Miss P. Sivacolunthu Rs. 2,000/=
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Golden Jubilee

Vadamaradchy Hindu Girl’s College
At the request of the Principal

Mrs.

NAME

Selvakkani Kandasamy

Dr. (Mrs.). Mythily Vimal

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Sundhari Jeyakumar
Rathi Nagarajah
Shyamala Yogamoorthy

Miss Karuna Amirthalingam

Miss Jayaranee Amirthalingam

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Srimany Balasubramanium
Vasuki Sriemevan
Shagunthala Naguleswaran
Vathsala

Kanapathipillai

Sasheecala Alagarajah
Kowshala Nithiyabaskaran
Susheela Jeyaseelan
Balabhavani Kugadasan

Dr. (Mrs.) Thiagamoorthy
Dr. (Mrs.) Pamalogini Panchalingam

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Kalawathy Prathapan
Moorthy

Malarrani Kanagarajah
Jegajanani Balasingam
Kalpana Baheerathan

Vasantha Srijeyabaskaran

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Jayarani Elias
Inparani Shanmugarajah
Jeyaseely '

AMOUNT (£)

25.00
25.00
10.00
15.00
25.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
10.00
15.00
20.00
25.00
25.00
15.00
25.00
10.00
20.00
25.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
20.00
15.00

510.00




Golden Jubilee Award donated by the following
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Dr. & Mrs. K. Senathirajah

Mr. & Mrs. K. Sivapragasam

Mr. & Mrs. S. Parameswaran
Mr. & Mrs. T. Prabhakaran

Mr. S. Thiagarajah

Mr. & Mrs. C. Kathirgamanathan
Mrs. Selvaratnam Pathmanathan
Mrs. K. Thamby

Mrs. K. Subramaniam

Dr. Mrs. Malini Arumugam

Mrs. P. Kanagarasa

Mrs. R. Sivapalan

Mrs. N. Arumainayagam

Mrs. P. Pathmanathan

Mrs. V. Premkumar

Mr. Selvarajah in memory of his wife

Logam Selvarajah

A$ 50

“A$ 50

A$ 50

A$ 50

A$ 50

A$ 50

Rs. 1,525/=
Rs. 2,500/=
A$ 50

£50

Rs. 12,500/=
£25

£30

Rs. 4,000/=
Rs. 1,500/=

Rs. 2,000/=
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With Best Compliments

from

>

Devi Trading Co.
68, Vystwyke Road, Colombo 15
Tel: 523233

44, Lascoreen Street, Colombo 13
Tel: 433592




Secretary : Mrs. C. Rajasingham
Treasurer : Mrs. 1. Thavendran



REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY & TREASURER

\

The association has been very active since its inception on
2nd March 1992, when an ad-hoc committee was elected. The
first Annual General Meeting was held on 18th March 1992
at Ramanathan Ladies’ College, Bambalapitiya with Mrs. V.
Sooriyakumaran in the chair. She exhorted the members to
take an active part in the association and to work together for
the upliftment of our Alma Mater. A draft constitution was
presented by Mrs. P. Jeyaratnam and was adopted with a few
changes. It was decided that the ad-hoc committee hold office
for the current year.

At a General Meeting held on 20th September, the
treasurer submitted a report on the financial position & called
for an increase of membership. A committee was formed to
organise a lunch, which was held on 7th November with Mrs.
Ponnudurai - Our first Principal as chief guest. The
attendance at the lunch was encouraging. -

The Annual General Meeting for 1993 was held on 6th
April.- Mrs. J. Chandrasekharan who was the Deputy
President was unanimously elected president as Mr.
Soortyakumaran declined to continue as president. There
were not many changes in the executive committee.

The outgoing President Mrs. Sooriyakumarn was
felicitated at a subsequent general meeting held on 7th
August and was appointed Vice Patron of the Association. A
committee was formed to organise the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations and Mrs. P. Jeyaratnam was to be in charge of
the magazine. In the same meeting 1t was decided that the
present committee would continue till the Golden Jubilee



Celebrations are over and the Annual General Meeting to be
held soon after that. The Treasurer managed to raise a fund
to install a kerosine water-pump in the school - after reading
the principal’s letter at the meeting.

We were fortunate to have Mrs. L. Cumarasamy the
present principal at the special general meeting held on 22nd
January. She appraised us of the current situation and the
urgent needs of the school and thanked the association for its
timely help.

We are glad to say that the membership has risen
considerably and the response from the past pupils abroad is
very encouraging.

In the last two years we are happy to say that the
membership had been so supportive and co-operative that we
were able to help in our own little way to uplift our College.

We do hope that in the same spirit we will be able to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our College on the 23rd of
April.

Mrs. I. Thavendran & Mr, C. Rajasingam
(Treasurer) & (Secretary)



With Best Wishes

from '
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LANKA MOTOR SPARES

46, Peradeniya Road
Kandy

Tel : 08/22539




With the Best Compliments

of

B. B ERBWARE & BROTHERS

Distributors of Imported Tyres & Tubes
Authorised Dealers for Kelani Tyres & Tubes
Arpico Rebuild & Regifoam Boxes

Authorised Dealers for:

Kelani Tyres
Roadstone Tyres
Riken Tyres
Bridgestone Tyres

* X ¥ *
* X ¥ ¥

Arpico Rebuild
Sumitomo Tyres
Dunlop Tvres
Toyo 1yres

48, Sea Beach Road, Colombo 11

Tel: 448869

N\

With Best Wishes from

GREENLANDS HOTEL LTD.

A First Class Residential Hotel for Vegetarians

3-A, Shrubbery Gardens Tel

Galle Road

Bambalapiliya Fax
Coloniho 4 . Telegrams

1585592
581986
2590943

: "Greenlands”

//




With Best Wishes

from

Remyko (Pvt) Ltd.

Manufacturers and Dealers in
Textile & Garments

194, Main Street T Phone : 325599
Colombo 11 327952

\~ )
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With the Best Compliments

of

LAKLAND PROPERTY DEVELOPERS
(PRIVATE) LIMITED

256/A, Galle Road® Telephone
Colombo 4 501734
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‘A GOLDEN DBUD
BLOOMS ON TIHE
SAVINGS SCENE®

RAN KEKULU

A Children’s Savings Scheme

From

Bank of Ceylo'n

Bankers to the Nation

J
B
With Best Compliments

from

Zubair Makeen Sons

Importers & Distributors of Books

140, IF'ront Street
Colombo 11

Tel: 449917
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With Best Wishes
from
The Auto Printer
Printers & Dealers in Account Books
122, Central Road
Colombo 12
Tel ;: 433351
\N ,
(7 A\
With the Compliments
of
Fishing Nets & Twine Merchants
T Phone No. 238, Sea Street
448079 Colombo 11
& Y




~ With the Best Compliments of

OCEAN TRADING CO.
General Hardware Merchants

376, Old Moor Street Tel : 436876
Colombo 12 438155

With Best Compliments from

Honei Tex
195, Second Cross Strect
Colombo 11
Tel: 438466

With Best Wishes from

PATTAKANNL KATHIRAVELOO ACHARY & SONS

PKA

: &
SONS
Established
1912

Y4

With the Best Compliments of

Shama Trade Centre

5-1/4, Super Market
Kotahena
Colombo 13




With the Best Compliments

of

SKANSCO TRADING COMPANY

(PVI) LTD.

- 79A, Messenger Street

Colombo 12 ;

Tel 437926, 446193, 437599
Telex : 21494 GLOBAL CE
Fax :94-1-586521

(/

With the Best Compliments

of

RABEENA FOOD (PVT) LTD.

Exporters of Sri Lankan Food Products
Fresh Pine Apples, ’?(ifcﬁcn Utensils Fte.
to London, Dubai, Cariada, Zurich and Denmark

90, Reclamation Road
Colombo 11

Tel : 336602, 336603
Fax : 94-1-575139
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With Best Compliments

from

East West Marketing (Pvt) Ltd.

F82, First Floor, People's Park Building
Gasworks Street, Colombo 11

Phone No: 433263, 431134

Direct No: 331435

Telex No: 23269 EWMS CE

Fax No: 431134

)

N (7

With Best Compliments

from

MURUGANANDIIA MEDICAL HALL

No. G/02, Ground Floor
Colombo Central Super Market
Colombo 11




With Best Compliments

from

At

A K GOLD HOUSE

JEWELLERS & GEM MERCHANTS
ARTICLES ARE ALL GUARANTEED AND GENUINE

84, Sea Street Tel : 327648
Colombo 11 , 433712




With Best Compliments

from

D
J

Q
@

J.P.FERNANDO & SONS

Importers & Distributors of All Kinds of
Cotton & Nylon Fishing Nets, Twines, Lines
and All Fishing Accessories

287/1, Sea Street
Colombo 11
Sri Lanka

- Phone: 435634
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With Best Wishes from

Suppliers of Telecommunication, Telephone and

PABX SYSTEMS

Sole Agents

Powertron UPS - Malaysia
(Uninterruptible Power Systems)
FUTAC Single Line Memory Telephone

1 Year Guarantee on all Electronic and
Communication Equipment

Head Office: ‘ Branch Office:

278, Union Place, Colombo 2 Consistory Building
Telex : 22466 EESY CE 2nd Floor

Fax :1-449494 Colombo 11

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING SYSTEMS (PVT) LTD.

y

\S

* sa-ppi fine papers

Cheapest Source For

PAPER & BOARD
GRAPHIC ARTS FILMS
PLATES & CHEMICALS
PRISM PRINTING INKS$

Prices Unbeatable
Super Service Guaranteed

» GENERAL INKS LIMITED

71 Messenger Street  Colombo 12 P O B 1449 Colombo
Tx 22672 Fax '431495 Tel 328765/325198

e —
\ B IBF pLaTES - FiLMS - CHEMISTRY

N

=
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With the Best Compliments
of
iSF
Industrial Stainless Steel Fabrications (Private) Limited
515/7, T.B. Jaya Mawatha Tel : 071-23626
Colombo 10, Sri Lanka Fax : 575032
\ Y
(7 N
With Best Coyppliments
- from
Ambiga
JEWELLERS (PTE)LTD.
- 77, Sea'Street- Tel : 422839
Colombo 11 434954

f/
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With Best Compliments

from

Haytech Marketing Ltd.

Colombo 10
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Wiin the Compliments

of

E. B. CREASY GROUP

P.O.BOX 37
COLOMBO

W
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Printed by Arasan Printers, Colombo 2 »
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