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[Foot Note: For Obama,
| an Unexpected Legacy

of Two Full

Terms at War
(By MARK LANDLER-
MAY 14, 2016)

President Obama accepting
he Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo in
2009. Since then, he has tried to
fulfill the promises he made as an
antiwar candidate. Credit Doug
Mills/The New York Times
WASHINGTON — President
Obama came into office seven years
ago pledging to end the wars of his
predecessor, George W. Bush. On
May 6, with eight months left be-
fore he vacates the White House.
Mr. Obama passed a somber, lit-
tle-noticed milestone: He has now
been at war longer than Mr. Bush,
or any other American president.
If the United States remains in
combat in Afghanistan, Iraq and
Syria until the end of Mr. Obama’s
term — a near-certainty given the
president’s recent announcement
that he will send 250 additional
Special Operations forces to Syria
— he will leave behind an improb-
able legacy as the only president in
American history to serve two com-
plete terms with the nation at war.
Mr. Obama. who won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2009 and spent his
years in the White House trying to
fulfill the promises he made as an
antiwar candidate, would have a lon-

ger tour of duty as a wartime presi-
dent than Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M.
Nixon or his hero Abraham Lincoln.
Granted, Mr. Obama is leaving far
fewer soldiers in harm’s way —
at least 4.087 in Irag and 9,800 in
Afghanistan — than the 200,000
troops he inherited from Mr. Bush
in the two countries. But Mr. Obama
has also approved strikes against
terrorist groups in Libya, Pakistan,
Somalia and Yemen, for a total of
seven couniries where his adminis-
tration has taken military action.)
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“...2009 Nobel Peace Prize
was awarded to United States
President Barack Obama
for his “extraordinary ef-
forts to strengthen interna-
tional diplomacy and coop-
eration between peoples”.
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