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Mr. G.S. Chelliah

Mr. G.S Chelliah who was residing at our Village ,Kopay
was the first native principal of Kopay Christian College (Then it
was named as KOPAY CMS School).After the Britishers had left
the soil of Ceylon , the Anglican Mission (CMS Mission or
Church of Ceylon Mission) took over some schools in the North
and administered them. The Mission did the management very
successfully. The Mission appointed efficient and eligible
teachers and supervised them regularly. The officials visited the
schools and fulfilled their needs.

We, the residents of Kopay were happy and proud of Mr-
Chelliah's appointment as the first native principal of CMS school
Kopay. This school had only boys as students at first. There was
also aschool for girls as well .In Mr. Chelliah's tenure, both these
schools were amalgamated. As the head of the school he worked
with selfless devotion for the development and progress of the
institution and by his great efforts it was up graded to Grade "C"
school. Mr - Chelliah took efforts to build up the traditions and
prestige of the school .He managed the affairs with success. The
foundations of successful education were laid during his time and
today one cannot think of Kopay Christian College without
remembering Mr G.S Chelliah and his hard work for the progress

and development of the institution




Mr. Chelliah's success as the head of the school was chiefly
due to his ability and capability .He also proceeded with the art of
planning and with clever methods. He was a great administrator
and a good disciplinarian. He was a gentleman with simplicity.
The smooth running of the school from a Boys' school to an
amalgamated Grade 'C' School was entirely due to the discipline
and guidance exerted on the students by Mr. Chelliah. The old
students of KCC who are holding high positions all over the world
say that they are now in their positions and are leading successful
lives because of the guidance and administration of Mr.Chelliah.
They are somuch loyal to him.

Mr. Chelliah helped the poor and the weak students with
unstinting generosity .He had a good heart. He still lives in the
hearts and minds of all those who studied and worked under him.
All of them still offer deep respect, sincere affection and love with
loyalty.

B.S.A Ariaratnam
Retd. Teacher.
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Mrs. S. Chelliah

Mrs. Selvi Chelliah was *a very good teacher .She was a tall lady.
I had a golden opportunity to learn Algebra and Geometry in Standard
six at Kopay Christian College. She was very strict and she had a
dynamic voice with high tone. She taught us discipline and punctuality
as well,. Late comers had to stand up on their chairs for five minutes.
This was a punishment given by her. We learnt good manners through
her powerful words. She used to get angered off and on and we were like
"The Village School master's students." (A poem by Oliver Gold
Smith). "Pin drop silence" was maintained during her class time. she
was our class teacher too. So, she took extra care for our studies and
discipline. We would release a big sigh when she left the classroom after
the end of the lesson. We would also breathe well at that time with great
relief from a great pain.

Ho_wever we realized our mistake and misunderstanding later on.
She did all this for our benefits and progress .Then only we felt sorry. -
We regretted and appreciated her sincerity and her duty only after
wards. She did all her best to mould and make us as "men" and create us
as good citizens. She is indeed an unforgettable lady and was like a good
and devoted mother. A teacher is indeed a second parent of every child
and Mrs .Chelliah proved this very bravely and wisely. She passed away
a few years back and I visited her before her death. When she saw me
she hugged and kissed me and gave me some short eats and a cup-of'tea.
She was very happy about my visit as she didn't see me for a long time.
She showed her affection and love very warmly. Infact, my father late
Mr. C.M Ariaratnam was on the staff of Kopay Christian College for
over fifteen years. So, Mr and Mrs Chelliah used to visit us and we too
used to visit them often. Hence, our family had a strong link W1th the
Chelliah's family.

Mr and Mrs Chelliah will be remembered by everyone whom -
they have taught. Really they were great. They still live in the heart of

every loyal student even now. .
B.S.A Ariaratnam .

: _ Retd. Teacher & a loyal student.
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Our Duty Conscious English Master
Late P.R.Ariyapooshanam of
Captain Backus Lane, Manipay.

Late P.R.Ariyapooshanam Sir was appointed as an
English teacher at Kopay Christian College by the former
principal of st.John's College, Nugegoda and Kopay Chiristian
college Late E.C.A. Navaratnarajah B.A.(Hons.) London in
1958. Before he joined Christian College, he taugh at st.John's
College, Nugegoda.

Our English teacher was an all rounder. He taught
Mathematics and English. He made his students learning these
subjects with great interest. During his career as a teacher he gad
been the boarding master, scouts master and also actively
participate in all the extracurricular activities. He and Late Miss
Poopathy Navaratnasingam teacher conducted country dance in
1959 according to English culture. It was a superb dance. He
made the teachers, students and parents work as a community and
brought the school from C Grade B Grade.

_ He took extra classes in the evenings without charging
fees and conducted classes on weekends and holiday to get 99.9%
excellent results from public examinations. He had no partiality
between rich and poor children and weak clever students. He
treated all alike.
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He taught us grammar first and made us pass in exams
with colours. He conducted many competitions and awarded us
with prizes. For which I am proud to say that I too won a prize for
general knowledge senior level.

During his period a lot of Christian College students were
able to get jobs. Many became as teachers, government servants,
medical staff, nurses, pharmacists, apothecaries, engineers and
other categories of employmenf, He was an angle in disguise. His
motto was 'Constructive mind; creative mind; preparation;
presentation; participation; always stand for truth and justice, do
your duty, work is worship.

May the Almighty God be with him and his spirit rest in
peace and harmony ant to regain another birth to serve our
children.

Thankyou.

Subramaniam Kanagarajeswaran
Estate Medical Assistant cum Pharmacist,
JEDP
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v Memories of 1947 - 1950

My memory is running to the years 1947 to 1950. In 1947, 1
was studying in Grade III. The head teacher of the Primary
Section was late Mrs.Solomon, who incidentally became our
class teacher. A well built lady a strict disciplinarian, who cared
the student' studies and their behaviour.

My class teacher in Grade VI (boys) was late-
Miss.Sivasithamparam, a modest teacher, well respected by all
students. She was very kind towards the students.

Late Mrs.William was the class teacher Grade vi of girls
was keen of the girls discipline and of their dress.

Late Mrs.Vergease taught us Science while late
Mr.A.C.Selvarajah taught us Geography. All other teachers
taught us to their best ability, maintaining discipline atall cost.

Late Mr.G.S. Chelliah was the principal then, a well dressed
_tall gentlement, clad in white dress, coat and tie, with a cane in his
hand. Besides studies, was keen in discipline of the students. The
main theme of the principal and teachers was mostly confined to
discipline. No students could prosper in their life, without proper
discipline, which was well maintained in our college. The good
name of Kopay Christian College for Truth and justice which
made us to reach good positions in all spheres of employment has
to be maintained by all students, in the future.
N.Sivanathan

Patron Old Students' Association
Retired Investigating Inspector Dept. of posts
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ATRIBUTE

I'm pleased to send this message of remembrance for the
Yearly magazine of 'Suvadu' published by the O.B.A of Kopay
Christian College.

First of all I would like to thank Ms. Manonmany Kandiah,
the secretary of O.B.A, for giving me the chance of writing a
tribute to Late. Mrs. Ratnathikam. An American novelist Henry
Brooks Adams said “A teacher affects eternity, he/she can never
tell where his/ her influence stops. It's true because there 1s always
an unforgettable teacher in everyone's life. In my case, it is late.
Mrs. Ratnathikam, who was my English teacher from Grade three
to Grade eight. Before starting to write the wonders she made on
studies, I'm proud to say that Kopay Christian College was once a
treasure house of teachers of English. Many talented teachers
taught English and other subjects. Their teachings were a
perpetual topic of discussion whenever the past students meet.
Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Sethukavalar, Mrs. Chelliah, Mrs. Arulraja,
Mr. and Mrs. Rasaiah, Mr. Selvam Chelliah, Mr. Somasundaram
and Mr P.Kandiah and Miss. P. Nagasundaram are some of the
prominent figures, among many others, we always admire.

During English Day Competitions and school prize giving
most of the programmes were in English. We had an identity for
being the students of Kopay Christian College not only in English

speaking competence but also in sports and other extracurricular
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activities. We know and recognize that there were many teachers
during 1960s, 1970s and 1980s who gave their hearts, minds and
souls to nurture in us the things that they saw as vital to our
education and important for our future.

In keeping this theme I want to share my views of the
teaching of Late Ms. Ratnathikam, the Rosy teacher. She was a
simple woman with asmile, whether in or out of the class, she
wore a smile. She spoke very gently to anyone. She never used the
word “NEE” in the Tamil singular form, that is' you'. I still
remember her lively classes in the newly built Chelliah Block in
the years 1968 and 1969. Before starting the lesson she would
share a joke or a story and literally woke us from our slumber. Her '
clear voice rings in the ears even today.

When I was in the primary level she staged the English
drama “The Three Bears” and I acted as a baby bear. Then in the
secondary level she staged “Snow White and Seven Dwarf”. 1
was the snow white. How happy were the days in her presence. I
remember her enthusiasm and activeness on the stage. She would
recite the poems and enact the stories. There was no way we could
forget what we learnt in the English class. Many, many thanks to
the manner in which Ratnathikam teacher taught and guided us.
She never failed to identify something special in each student.
There was no need to be topper to get noticed by her. She spotted
our talents very easily and inspired us to polish our skills. She had
encouraging phréses for each of us. I was good at reading poems
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and whenever I participated in the contest, the practice she gave
me would be the same whether Iwon or lost.

And finally I must not forget to say about her daughters
Ranjini, Jeyanthini and Kumarini, who are settled abroad, too
possess the same gentleness as their mother had.

After her retirement from service she resided near Kopay
Navalar Vidyalaya where I got my first appointment. Whenever |
had doubts I always rushed to her to clear it. I'm really proud t
say that [ wrote a nice tribute about her to the Pzalaly Teachers'
College's EPOCH magazine in the year 1999 when I was a
teacher trainee. She admired it a lot and blessed me. But
unfortunately we missed her in September 2001. She touched our
hearts and left us kindness. This is all what I can do for a good
teacher and her sincere scrvice.

May her good soul restin peace!

Thank You.

By: Mrs. M.J.S. Muthukumarasamy
(Lecturer, Palaly Teachers' College)
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