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~_An enquiry whether the Shajnana bodha sutras
Sri ‘Meikantadeva is an original work of his in
imil or whether it is a translation of a portion
| the Pacavimocana patala of Raurava Agama has
en necessary, not so much to enhance the prestige of
@ celebrated author or of the Tamil language, as to
L clear the pure stream of the Siddhanta thought of
¢ South. The debate, for example, whether the
fiagavadgita is a later interpolation in the Mahabha-
la text does not detract from the merit of the work
it it indubitably leads to the conclusion that it is later
ian the movement represented by the Upanisads and
jat it united the different currents of philosophic
lought into a simple unity.* Opinion is not lacking
jat it might have originally been a Samkhya yoga
I' atisagadjustf:d to the Vedanta tradition by some
Rholiasts. The author of the text is unknown but it is
ipresented as the words of Bhapavan Krishna

arrger  Gaer @lsrers Hemmra  @)5 Grgys s
Florm & Zidwr & s8&vent Hm. Grraisrdl e gprples
epslury, d.er., euisesh, sresdyrd udems [ ottt At R sty
wouer e wiEid verallg sdvenw HAfwi H@m. s. Eedggniﬁﬁa me nsﬁI::-kr:[s asbl‘.ttl:}“:r‘i\aat H-; t§:§htotn
RegrGaed qpgeiurd, .., .y, Seisas, $Rrfuna on the battlefield,
wopty yudwgdan S8 gub yoew CFfsD
(oo gyueny Sar aupiflyerarerit. youifsersEgn, &6
erév mergpapulsd &AL OGS b5 pHEeT HFFE S
ATmEGD, GisH usew sergpepde HmsH
o galw afl & & eurer - sphen FRSTFE)GE S FoT &
Bar meir fenw g @ 5flefl & g4 Qarer HQ peir.

~ The position in regard to the Sivajnanabodha
Utras is not however exactly similar. The sutras
Yere believed to be part of the Raurava Agama but no
ledaction of that Agama containing the sutras has so
@r been available. Even the latest texif of the
\gama edited by the Institut Francais D’Indologie,
Wk i, o cssis row Apdutut g Pondichery, after consulting not less than six manus-
*
@b, vwer sk eTarL Fed muwife,

. - S. “R,adhai-:rishnan, The Bhagavadgita, George Allen -E
Unwin Ltd., pp. 11—15.

Btimerih ; t Rauravagama Ed. N. R. Bhatt, Introduction by Jean
o £ 0 a Filliozatt, Institut Francais D' Inologie, Pondicherry (1961 ).
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& motive as Sivagrayogi hi

: Live igrayogi himself has a comment:

:11;31_ f;vajnana_ Siddhiyar of Arulnandi Sivacar;;.dtr:g Gntit
Strictly on Sri Meikantadeva’s Tamil sutras. 5

cripts and published in 1961 does not contain the
sutras. Not having been found in any avai-
lable text of the Agama, the Siddhanta scholar,
Maraimalai Adigal was obliged to call the belicl
that the sutras were part of the Agama ay
similar to the belief in hare’s horn. The erucial
point is when exactly the present existing Samskril
version made its appearance in any other reputable
work. No research has so- far been made on this
aspect, but it is .necessary to do so and ascertain
whether there are any other variations of ,this text. I:_
is belicved that it was Madurai Sivaprakasar, one o he differ : v
the commentators of Sivaprakasam of Umapathl 3 - ﬁaorgmil;]il and refuted Sivadavaita and
Sivacarya in circa AD 1487, who wrote that Meikanti Samskrit sutras he ref!::ﬁ-ad f J ot e 1o witich
deva wrote the twelve Sutras based® on the twelv lhe doctrinal differences betﬂ. Nor has he referred to
mulagrantas taught by Srikanta Paramesvara ( Lurl ind the Tamil sutras., Tt i ween the Samskrit sutras
Siva) to Nandideva in the Agamas. No reference | sumskirt text he was re fE:S 2 moot point whether the
however made to the Raurava Agama. Later St hat we have now toda Tlgg to was different from
Sivagrayogi (circa 1565), the author of the Bhasyaf o ferred to by o f:;ap the one h_alleved to be
Sivajnanabodham, wrote that the sulras were parl @ hat says that the Tami?w?;'k It is Swa]qana Swami
that Agama, in anustup metre. It is believed th feikantadeva has added I;hr 1s & translation and that
Sivagrayogi must have translated the Tamil sutras o | Sivaprakasar, nor S & varhkn. Hmther Madu-
Meikantadeva into Sanskirt as a very extensive col sment of translatio 1vagrayogi, has introduced the
‘mentary in that language without the sutra text in (l lieved that the dnctﬂin{}?ﬂzhl Peyarpu) although all
same language would be otiose. So he appendd ibodham were found a_ tencts known as Sivagna-
the Samskrit sutras to his Bhasya. It would be 10 ha  Swami is h N Raurava Agama. Sivag-
much to father the authorship on him of the sulr it Meikantadeva’s ,;? we}:{xfer definite in considering
believed to have been in Raurava Agama. But t s and contra diCtiDﬂZriﬂEir]]G:itu clear up the varia-
fact to be r;membcr::;d is that th|§ Samgknt tu.f._{ i by the twelfth Fhtss L ARES gamas, T!l:s Is borne
its contents is more inclined to Sivadvaita and Siv B 1 bt o anskirt text itself which
samavada doctrines than to the Suddhadvaita ol § lha Sajvarta nirn;né ,, “vam vidyat Sivagnana-
Meikantadeva. It is again suggested that the emend M Sivagnanabo dhaywlfjl' hilf-i]' understand all this
tion might have been by Sivagrayogi h:_mself to i Suiva Philosophy) Tﬁﬂ explicates the meaning
his line of thinking, It is un-worthy to impule si Yl € payiram preceeding the
; * Siidhanta Sastiam, Pathinangy, Museoum Uraivum (il

Saiva Siddhanta Mabasamajam 2nd Edn. (1940 pp. 708-10
1 Sivagra Bhasya, {Pub.) Suryanarkoil Atheenam (1520)

_ The enigma is not so much du i i
n;;gw;ct:}-]atmn as to the fact that Siv:jégnsawgir:gﬁ%lds
) ulﬁi ce!;ebraled author of Drayida mapaa’iyam+
e viaf:* ollower of Meikantadeva has subscrihm:i
e view: Rthat the original of the Tami sutras
i e In 7 E.'”mm Agama. Sivajnana Swami’s time
s e _}r‘ years later than that of Sivagrayopi
arcful student of the latter’s works althouggh

~ * Sivajnanamapadiys g ; .
S 15 15 Epadiyam, (Pub.) Saiva Siddanty Mahasamajarg
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Tamil sutras also says that Meikantadeva has expoun-
ded what Srikantesvara revealed to Sanatkumara
and others through Nandikesa. If the current extant
Samskirt text was the original Agamic part, Meikanta-
deva’s work, it can be easily concluded, was definitely
not a translation as there are fundamental doctrinal
variations.

Basing the statement of such learned scholars
like Madurai Sivaprakasar and Sivajnana Swami.
modern scholars till-a few years ago had assumed that
Meikantadeva’s sutras were a translation and not an
original work. The late J.M. Nallasami Pllai (d.
1928), the pioneer modern researcher of Siddhanta
works wrote* in 1913, ““And my own friends like
the late Professor Sundaram Pillai, Pandit D. Savari-
royan, M.R.A.S, Virudai Sivagnana Yogigal, Mr. T:
Ponnambalam Pllai, M.R.A.S, have been trying to
impress upon me the like notion and they have gone
so far as to say that the original Sanskirt sutras for-
ming the text of Sivagnana bodha should have been
translated from the Tamil of Meykandadeva and not
vice versa”’ The view that the Tamil sutras were not
a translation was further strengthened by scholars
like Maraimalai Adigal, K. Subramaniam Pillai and
Thiru V. Kalyanasundara Mudaliar in their writings.
Apart from orthodox scholars, even a critical scholar
like J. M. Nallasami Pillai held fast to the view that the
sutras were part of Rawrava Agama. Thiru V. K.
records T that in the Saiva Siddhanta Samajam Con-
ference held at Vellore in 1913, when he posed the
question rhetorically whether if the sutras were part

'Sivajnuna_ Siddhiyar, Tr J. M. Nallasami Pillai (Mey-
kandan Press, 1913) Introduction pp. VII—VIIL

+ Thiru V. Kalyanasundaranar Vazhkkai Kurippugal (Sadhu
Press, Madras 1944) p.602.

X

‘the Raurava Agama, wherﬁ was the necessity for
: teach the Sivagnana b
parately according to the traditional acfmunh ::FH;?;
gimas were already taught by Siva to him; did Siva
fRet this jnana pada of the Raurava or did
findikesa go to sleep?’ there was thunderous
iplause from the audience. J.M.N, vehemently
monstrated, “No, no, it is all wrong,” I have
yine across an article written in 1919 by Sabharatna
udaliyar* of Jaffna wherein he uses a rather
lusual argument in support of his contention that
I6 Tamil sutras had a Samskirt original. His con-
tion was that the beginning and concluding verses
. the payiram attached to Meikantadeva's sutras
fer to a work known as Sivagnanabodham Eiven
| Nandikesa, but as there is no earlier work going
Y the same name in Tamil ever heard of though not
fviving  (as for example Agasthiyam), it is rea-
bnable to conclude that the original was Samskirt
his is rather a tenuous argument. Itis believed that
ime of the Agamas were in local languages also and
Condly it is not certain whether the payiram stanzas

Ie not attached subsequently.

~ Inthe result, there have accumulated in recent
irs enough research materials on the pros and
ons of the question whether Meikantadeva's sutras
ere an original work in Tamil.' The late M. Bala-
ibramania Mudaliar, though at first he accepted the
iftement of so great a scholar like Sivajnana Swami
lde further researches and consolidated all the
fguments m favour of the Tamil genesis of the
jork and also the refutations of the arguments to

1T Article in

A “Saivam™ Madras. vol 5. No 8 (Aug. 1915)
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Divine grace as the account of hislife amply beary
out.

I think that nowhere in the history of Indian
Philosophy there has been such a logical and crystal
clear statement of the reality of God, Man and the
World, the nature of their relation and means and
nature of mukti. If the republication of this Mono-
graph would help Saiva scholarship to a further un-
derstanding of the Samskirt Agamas and this crown
jewel of Meikantadeva and help other schools ol
thought to a truer understanding of Saiva Siddhanta
by a study of the Tamil work, it would have achieved
a very useful purpose. Neither Tamil nor Meikanta-
deva requires anybody’s championship and the con-
sideration is not one of language which would be
narrow and useless but one of a truer understanding
of Saiva Siddhanta as embodied in the Tamil Sulras
which have been rendered into English by various
scholars, both Indian and Western, and deserve to
be translated like the Kural into many more languages
of the world.

Salutations to the Flowery feet of Sri Meikantadeva!

T8 L &1 syoul &b ard@wrl, @ogm oo HBmer
w;mw B pEur@er epepaen guyib -&mﬂﬁ%@g
: ey Gefler, ST Gred Dupiv e wrud Heagyi
WSoT ST 2 T SEUSBD  Gurgl. G pileow
S L Ee sjanemandy sjemend ' erer & A puid g s,

Madras o
15th Sept. 1965 N. MURUGESA MUDALIAR
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