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FOREWORD

N. SELVAKUMARAN

HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF LAW

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO
SRI LANKA . ~

Dr. Naganathan Gnanakumaran who is the author
of "N&jan Tharum Saiva Siddhantham", is a Senior Lecturer
in Philosophy in the Department of Philosophy of the
University of Jaffna, Thirunelvely . Having been awarded the
Degree of Bachelor of Arts (Philosophy Special) with
Second Class Honours in the Upper Division by the
University of  Kelaniya in 1977, Dr. Gnanakumaran
~ proceeded successfully to read for the Degree of Master of
Arts in the University of Jaffna . His dissertation for the
Master's Degree was on "the concept of Maya and the
Theory of Perception of Sankara" . Thereafter he won the
coveted Scholarship award given by the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations to undertake a programme of research
leading to the conferment of the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy at the Sri Rani Durgawathy University, Jabalpur .
He won the said degree for his well researched thesis on
"Maya : Fact or Fiction" .

vi

Dr. Gnanakumaran has been a member of the
academic staff of the University of Jaffna from 1978,
attached to the Department of Philosophy . He has been the
mainstay of the Department especially in the field of
Saivasiddhantha . He has also been a Supervisor of many
postgraduates . He has authored the book titled "Bharathy
Potria Arulampala - Swamikal” which had been
published by the Jalpanaththu Swamikal Sabai. Dr.
Gnanakumaran has the distinction of presenting well
researched articles before learned audiences . Also a
number of his articles has been published in reputed
academic journals including the South Asian Journal and
Chinthanai .

in the present work of Dr. Gnanakumaran, he has
been propounding some new thinking into the concept of
Saivasiddhantham . In chapter |, he dwells with the historical
aspects of Saivism and its various sects; he explores the
doctrine of Saivasiddhantham as a way of life and its
significance in the following Chapter .

The Concept of Freewill and Saivasiddhantham
engages his analytical prowess in the third chapter . The
final Chapter has been shedding a new light on the vexed
interpretation on "Vedanta Thelivaanch Saivasiddhantham ."
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