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MESSAGE FROM
HIS LORDSHIP HON’ BLE JUSTICE

Z'S- ﬂnanplacoomarasmamq LL, M ( Col. )

At the request of Mrs. L. Kumarasamy, the principal of Vadamaradchy

Hindu Girl’'s College, Point Pedro, 1 have great pleasure in sending this message
on the occasion of “the Golden Juabilee = celebration of “the College, ~which
was founded fifty ~years ago by the great benefactors and educationists of
that era. B

I had the privilege of being in fthe midst of the past popils of the
college, when the Colombo Branch of the past pupils were celebrating this
same function as a forerunner of the past puopils, with whom the _present
pupils together with the principal and Staff and ether well - wishers are celebrating
the  fiftieth birthday .of the college in the very place in which she was born.
Bat we are only sad that .due to the prevailing situation in the war torn
Nerth we are deprived of the opporiunity to be present in their midst on
such a happy oceasion of (his natore. 1t is 'not —unuswal that the closest
are sometimes deprived of such a privilege having regared to the society ia
which' we live '

The prime Founders to the College Mr. Karthigesu and Dr. Sabapathy
felt the peed for Hindu religious and .coltural cducation for our Hindu Girls
and that was achicved by ‘laying ‘the foundation ‘of this College fifty yesrs
ago. Despite several handicaps like lack eof sufficient funds, the conflict
‘over the ‘take-over of schools ~and the 'present war 'like = operations  in ' the
North - and lack of proper -and basic facilities the college had progressed very
‘well ‘preducing not only good Hindu housewives but also eminent women ia
public life. Even the founders and other ‘well —wishers who gave ‘'moral - and
financial support would ~not ~have “even 'dreamt that within sueh ‘a  short time
the College could have had her own coniribution to the society in producing
eminent personalities (o be of sevice to their fellow ‘human -beings,

Credit goes not only to the Founders and well - wishers who made this
institution but also to the Priocipals, Staff and students both past and present
and also to the local Hindu population whose benevolence, magnanimity and
encouragement coniributed in no small measure to the well - being and wuplifiment
of th College. The enthusiasim te uplift the College is very much reflected
when one sees the manner in which the Gelden Jubilee Celebrations were
organised and conducted by the Colombo Branch of the Past Puapils Associ-
ation, who felt that it was their pride and privilege to be a past pupil of
Vadamaradehy Hindu Cirls ‘College.



it is sajd that the threc R--.Reading. WRiting and ARithmelic are
essential for any school education and if the fourth R -Religion is missing it
will lead to the fifth R -Rascaldom

Vadamaradehy Hindu Girls® College satisfies this requirement by imparting
good and sound religious education im @  strictly hiodu  environment and
atmosphere.

Occasions of this nature are essential to remind all of wus that our
ancestors too had contributed to our well - being and that we should mnot enly carry
forward their aims and objectives but aiso in addition improve on what they
Lave done to the society. ;

In - conclusion [ wish to congratulate all those on their achievements and

also wish them well for tie future too, for a better performance ia all
walks of life thus bringing further colours to the College.

S Amnandacoomaraswamy
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Being one of the early students and
one who has been a member of  both the
clerical and ~ totorial staif T feel, I have
Witncssed closely the growth = of WVudamaradchy
Hindu Girls” College — Our Alma  mater.

I bew to her while she is celebrating
her 50th year and 1 am proud to say that
she is stjll very voung in spirits. When [
pause to reflect over her  rupid growth
and her achievements, 1 am reminded of the
founder fathers and their benevolent acts, the
committee of Management, the Principals,
teachers and pupils of the past who Lave
dedicated their services to her.

True to the fact that buildings do not
make a school the standard of  teaching and
learning within the  cadjar sheds, was remakably
high. The medium of instruction then waS
English and the teachers  did their utmost to
promote fluency in speech  too.

With the iocrease in  the opumber on
roll, the veed for finding accomondatlon was
very wrgent. Permanent bujldings = were put
up — most of them being donations and a few
financed by the Department . of Educa.ion. In
this context, I recall an inciden! that happened
oue afternoon in the sixties. A eadjan shed—
a semi permanent structure that housed about
five classes caught fire all of a sudden. It
was believed that a crow had perched on the
cadjan roof with a smouldering Junch wrapper
from a nearby heap of burning rubbish. There
was a big bue and cry and while all those
who mustered round the spet were functioning

Mirs. Selvadevi Hevadas
Old Student & Now Retired Teacher

as a fire brigade, the shed ' got  oompletely
burnt It should he said that the incident wa¥
a blessing in disguise. It evoked a ‘spirit of
compassion in  the minds of ‘the' officials of
the Department who later financed twe permanent
bloeks of ' classrooms.

In course of time activities were given
prior importance. They became part of the
school curjeulum with the provision of an
Activity period every week. Religions Bajans
were held during the first period every Friday.
A concert was organised at the end of each
term 1o premote Music, dancing and dramaii:
activities Special mention has o be made of
late Miss. Charavanamutiu the then Principal
who had thus revised the time table. Also
she introduced practical subjects like Home
Science, Needle work and Mauasic 1o higher
classes, Accordingly she divided the G. C. E.
Classes into three divisions mpamecly Science,
Arts and | Practical - Gardening > too was (aught
in_ the lower = Forms., Vegetable and Flower
gardens were scen adorning the scboel premises.

Miss. Charavanamuttu starfed a fee levyin®
yocational cluss registered wunder the H.ndicraft
Co-operative Society to serve as a finishing
sehool for school leavers. She felt the necessity
of bringing t(he parents and teachers into cloz»
contact im in order to help the child to live —
Education s said to be life itself With this
end in view she formed a Mother's Union.
The school Development Seciety has taken its
place now. In short Miss. Charavanamuottu pug
into practice all the rich experiencc she had
as an inspectress of schools, Urder her the
scheol marched ahead with pride and glory.
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In these days, all parents wished thag
their children should join Vada Hindu. The
unique charaeteristic of the school in not refusing
admission to any, even to the very backward
child, has to be apprceigted. Let me _qguete
Miss. Charavanamuttu I find it hard to say
*“No?* to those seeking admission. Which
sehool can I rccommend to them? Can we
deny a Hindu Girls' education in the only
Hiodu Girls® School in Vadamaradchy. **  The
same polity ‘has been adepted by thc Principals
who succeeded her. It should be said that

Miss - Charavanamuttu had beeen the moulder
of her snccessors

The school grew tremendously and was
at - the neight of its glory « when there was

a sudden set back. At the end of the year
1960, the Government  decided to take over the
schools and the Managment opted to rom it
as a non - fee levying private school resulting
in the displacement of the principal and staff..
Most of the children too left to  join other
schoo!s  All that was built uwp in the past
was undone.- Haweyer, later the = school ., was
banded over to the Government in May 1962.

The return of the displaced Principal and
stalf marked the  Dbeginning of rehabilitation.

— B85

The untiring efforts of Miss. Charavanamutto—
the displaced Principal and her successors have
helped the school to regain her lost prestige.

It’s &  pity  that the Department hal
selected a couple of schools where admission
is done by eatrance examinations. The cream
is selected while the rest are left in the
lurch. It 48 true that the said schools
produce Dbetter results in the Public examina-

tionc not to mention the failutes.
Some parents have a craze to admit
their childrcn in these schools little realising

that Vadamaradchy Hindu Cirls* College too
has produced outstanding results and that
girls of our collegc have performed excellehily
well at District level competitions and even
Istand level competitions. They Gave completely
forgotten the aims of our  founders. It s
worth  mentioning that education does = Dot
mean mere passing of  examinations. It i3

really the enrichment ‘of Personalily and buildiag
of ' character,

am proud -to  mention
that the school  has kept up  her standards,
traditions and ‘her stature amidst all ~the
shelling -and bombing, . E3

To conelude 1
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DECENTRALICATION OF ADMINICTRATION
AS A

PRELUDE TO NATIONAL UNITY

1. Sri Lanka - Communally Plural
Nation

1. Background
Sri Lanka gained independence mearly

40 years ago. It has faced the hardships and
strains of its plural society. The country ex-
perienced a painfully slow economic growth as

against a growing population with rising ex-

pectations, admist semmering nationalism and
tensions between = divisive political and social
elites. In short, Sri Lanka has inherently all

the difficulties communally

plural nation. The country’s
harmony withen: communal awareness and hatred
National unijty is an important
well in order to achieve

Conversely communal
inevitable collapse

of a developing and
population lived in

in early davs
and a key element as
Steady economic  crowth
disharmony will lead to the
of the economy. Therefore its was of para-
importance for the successive governments
to have laid a strong foundation to protect
and foster national unity,  This could have bcen
ensured only through power sharing at the ship

mount

of state. In what form and to what extent
power sharing could be provided for in the
political structure of the country is the most

vexed question in  the ecountry today.

2. Ethnic - Composition

Sri Lanka had an estimated population of
15.6 million people in 1988,
Sinhalese, 12,69,  Sri T.ankap

comprising  74.0%
Tamils 7.4 %

M. Nadarajasundaram M. A.

Head, Management Studies
University of Jaffna

Sri Lankan Moors, and 5.6 % Tamils of Indian
origin and 0.26 % Burghers. The Colom3o dis -
11.43 9 of the total population of
9.0 % Tamils and

trict has
which 77.80 %, are Sinhalese,

8.09 Muslims. Kandy district 7.5 % of which
75.0 9% are Siahalese, 109% Muslims, 9 % Indian
Tamils and 49 Ceylon Tamlis. Trincomajee

district 1.85 % of which the percentages of the
Sinhalese, and Sri Lankan Tamils are
somewhat equal. Batticaloa 2.23 % of
which 70.8 % are Sri Lankan Tamils, 23 9%
Muslims and 3.0 9, Sinhalese Matara District
4.33 % of which 94.59, are Sinhalese, 2.25 %
Muslims and 2.16 9, Indiin Tamils. These shows
that the distribution pattern  vary
from district to district.

Muslims
district

communai

In all southern districts more than 90.09%
are Sinhalese where as in the districts in the
North and Batticaloa district in the East the
Sri  Lankan Tamils accounted for —more than
75.0 %, Beavy councentration of Muslims is found
in Amparai district with 42.09% along with
Sinhalese 37.65 9% and Indian Tamils 20.14 9.
Further, in Trincomalee, Maanar and Batticaloa
districts the Muslims average about 25.09% of
the population in each district. The Indian
Tamils comprise 42.0 % of the population in
Nawara Eliya Apart from this, . the
Indian Tamils are scattered all over the Island.
The average density of population is 255 person
estimated in 1988
tbe  southern

district .

kilometers as
towards

per square,

The densily is  bigher



sector and lower towards the central and dry

density of
district of

zone. A relatively high degree of

population is also observed in the

Jafina located in the northern most part of

the Island.

3. Ethno - Regionalism

pluralism ean also be
ethno regionalism
ethno regionalism

The communal
pattern of
The basis for
contiguity of

analysed in the
Lanka
spatial

in Sri
is incidence homogeneous
ethnic clusters, i. e a centinuity of a particular
region. Sri Lanka. has 25 admi
within 9 provinces. The pattern
the districts can

dividing  the

race in that
nistrative districts
of popnlation destribution in
be taken for detail analvsis by
ethnic population into clusters. If than
50.09, of the population of a ethnic
group lives in a district it can be a majority

more
single

etbnic population cluster. Likewise we can jdentify
five levele of majority ethnic population clusters
from 50.0 9% — 90.09,. Thus the clus-
terms of the namerical
selected
Sinhalese

ranging
tering is
dominance of one ethnic groun within a
If we take the 909

dominant eioht districts, while Sri Lankan Tamils

measured in

group. limit

in one District. At 809 — 909% range the
Sinhalese command four districts i. e. Puattalam,
Kegalle, Kalutara and Ratnapura, while there

are no Sri TLankan Tamil deminant districts in
this category. In the third category of 70% — 80%
namely Mullaitivu and  Batticaloa
Tankan Tamils and three districts
Matale and Kandy go to the

two districts
go to Sri
namely Colombo,
Sinhalese,

At the fourth level 609 — 70% there fs
one Sinhalese in Badulla district and
one Tamil district i. e. Vavunia.
There is one Sri Lankan Tamil dominant District
namely Manrar and no Sinhalese  dominant
district in the last category of 50% — 60%.

domi ant
dominant

of the total Sinhalese

concentrated in the

Generally 95.79,
population is
twe fop

geographically

tevels of ethnic  clusters.

They are

dominant in sixteen of the twenty five disiricts

of Sri Lanka. The north and eastern provinces
together hold 72.6% of the total Sri Lapka
Tamil population. The four districts of the

in the
eastern piovince acconnt for 63.9% of the total
Sri  Lapka Tamil 27.49% of the
Tamils lives outside the north and east, Neijther
sufficiently
exeeeding 50 %
specific district.

northern province and Batticaloa disiricts

population

the Moors nor Indian Tamils have

large population concentration
of the total
Hence there
either the Moors or
the Moors

the rest are

population in anv
clusters O
30.09, of
eastern province. while
throughout  the Island.
The Tadian Tamils who were orginallv brongh
to the TYsland hv the British
to work as lahourers in the
in the central

are no major ethnic
Indian Tamils.
lives in the
scattered
colonial rulers’
plantations are

concentrated mainly highlands of

Sri Lanka.

From the above analysis it 1is quiet
evident the = major ethnic = clusters of the
Sinhalese have  spatial contiguity.  The  Sri

Lankan Tamil
tineous zone

from a con-
districts of
Batticaloa districl
which 1is the
Tamil dominant district

dominant clusters
among the four
northern ovrovince. However,

in the Eastern province other
Sri. Lankan
have a contieuity with the northern wnraovinces
Tt is cut off from
district in the eastern province. The districts of Trin
somalee and Amparai are populated almost
equaltly by 1he Sinhalese, Sri TLank:n Tamils
and Muslims. Tt is evident, that ' the
different with their
tive cultures aud religions. Tt is' also apparent
that the Sinhalese are in majority among the
in all parts of

must live ia

does not

the north the Trincomalee

quiet

country has races respec-

other racss and spread out
the TIsland.  That races
harmony is a since of nation to achieve
speedy progress in the development of the
to preserve both- unity and
country all should
indeatity as Sri Lankans,
themseives Indians.

these

economy in order
development in the races
under one

India, they call

come
like in

— 90 —



4. MNational Unity and
Territorial Integrity
In a plural society like in Sri Lanka
different races is important
Nati-

imags

Unity among the
for the couniry’s economic development,
onal unity will emhance the

world If

counlry’s

in the rest of the amity can

prevail in a country the chances eof geiting
more and more help from richer countries
will improve, But unity among races cannot
be ensured by laws and constitution alone.
Our own bhistory since independence is the best
proof of this. Despite 30 years of highly
centralised unitary government we are today
in the midst of a civil war and the nation

is divided and disintergrating. Therefore it is

necessary  to  develop  constitute conventions
political ~ practices and institotional
arrangements that  will help and foster nati-
onal unity. The centralised political and
econemic approach resulted is not only mal-
administration but alse unequal and lop-sided
development  within  the country as resource
development was  not  equitable. Therefore,
frustration set in, resulting in a serious racial

crises  Wwithin the same society where common
development iatcratial

disrupted, The

golas for sading  to

unity were Goveroment  has

recognised this fact and taking speedy action
in order to foster national unity aad terri-

torial inmtegrity.

national unity is
other paits  of
divided

trying to unite

The importance of
now gaining greund in the
the world tso. The countries that were

during the World war I are

and come under one Governmeit Germany
has already moved towards wunity and Korea

threshold of the
are clear indications

and Vietnam are at the
unification process. There

that division amd disunity will never help to
achieve national goals. National unity will
give rmmore strength more power and more

support to the legislators. If we are
united the other countries will
not unnecessarily  wiil

moral
strong and
get involved in the

inteinal affairs of the zeuniry. The disunity
among races will help other countrics to get

involved for their own benefits. This can be
stopped only by
bring all the races

strengthiening ourselves  and

under one umbrelia. [ he
national brought in, if we
all think, as

Lankans. To

unity could be
mentioned earlier, we are Sri
GUOLE wvev o weam A people s

always a community with narrow boundaries,

But mnation as a rule encompasses a  whole
array of different psoples and groups of pezoples
who have by more or less violear means been
pressed into the frame of a common Slate.

(Rudoiph  Rocker in ¢ Nationaliem and

Culture ** 1937 )

haring

2. Power S
Devolution and Autonomy

xe 1

Delegation,

biistorical Background
The classical models of despotism con-
tained a measure of power sharing Therefore,
the practice of power sharing in political

is by no

systems

means a  recent phenomenon. In  Sri

Lapka there are two arguments put forward to

expigin the nature of power sharing in early
days, Dr. Michael Roberts has put forward
the argument that power both pelitical, social

and economic inspired by the Asoken ideai was

highly ceatralised apd that even in 'practice

there was very little
reforims of the 280 th Century by British.

power  Sharing  until  the

How-
otherway

ever, Prof. K. M de Silva argues

that unification, ceatralisation, lack of power

sharing [n practice is only receat phenomenon
in  the perspective of Sri Lankan History and
is really a prudent of British Administrative
Policy.

Power sharing as a democratic  right is

aspect of political demioseracy. Thig
Huoked

post  world

in inherent
is of recent orizin. It was historically
to the on

war 1l om (=)

going debate,  duriag

the right of seli - deterniination

= —



of peoples (b) gemeral ideas of
participation '° and
which one both part of

tingo ** of the third world.

‘¢« grass root democracy ’’

¢+ development studies
Therefore, power
sharing was no longer regarded as oanly a con-
vepient administrative tool dictated by the reali-
ties of pewer, but was increasingly seen as a
collective right of certain  groups. 'The power
shouid

ihe respective

sharing in modern democracy come
through the Constitutions of

co untries.

The Sri Lankan
power sharing

Constitution is shown as

within a unitary state. The sove-

reign power iz ubsolute in one entity, but
this power is shared among political institu-
tions. The institutions among which this power

is shared as specifically stated 1n the Constitu-
lion  are -

) The Presideney — Its base of support
being ¢ the people ' as a Collective
Constituency.

by The Legisiative -—— Its base of support
bzing ¢ the

9

weople as  different

Constituencies,

¢/ The Judiciary — Its base being the

written fext of the Constitution.
Al  these institutions are at the nationaf
ievel, located in Colowbo and hive centralized
{unctions. Sri Lanka is onc nation, ome people
where the characteristics of the numerical majo-
State.
The teritorial minorities will bhe protected but

rity  will be the characteristics of the

usually they are not given the right to share
power s a collective group. They normally
acquoire @ ¢ protected status ’ and wnof partuner
status . The second model eof power sharing

is of course the federal state, In such a state

the soverign power itself is shared among seve-

ral eatitics which then work out & Constitu-
tion. This set wp will fhave many sets of
institutions with independent spheres of

fegislative and executive activity.

soverign

Based on these

C people’s

power sharing aspects we wil be able to delve
deep into the subject and link jt with the
ethnic issue in the country. Is our Jfocal peli-
tics the actual languige used are delegation of

powers, devolution apnd autonomy.

2. 2 Delegation of Fowers

Farlier system of administration revolved

round this comcept of delegation of powers.

The power remains in the ceatre and it is
delegated to the ease administra-

tive difficulties

periphery to
The power periphery enjoys has
no constitutional safegurds. Anv time the power
can be taken back to the centre if the centre
feels they are not used in a way that they
wanted, It is like, how in an organisation the chief
execitive deiegates his powers to his subordinates
and run
gated

the organisation. Even if he has dele-
the powers te the subordinates he is
solely

responsible for amy misuse of power by

his subordinates. The same paitern is adopted

ia a country when the powers are delegated
to the periphery for efficient administration.
Here 2lso, the chief executive of the ecountry

or the minister concerned has, to take up the
responsibility if the delegated powers are wisused.
Delgstion of powers will unot be constitution-
alised. In  Sri

independence In

Lanka in early stages after

order to bring mere people’s

participation in the administration,  ministers
delegated their powers to the periphery through
Authority. When we speak of

powers has very

District  Political
power sharing, delegatien of

little meaning. It will not be an acceptable

form of power sharing, in a multi ethnic
society.
1. 3 BDevolution

It is defined initizlly in the Welsh and
Scottish context and accepts the unitary state

concept of unshared sovereignity, but  within
this scheme of unshared sovereignity, local stru-
ctures are created to share institutiomal ( not
power «with the pational level ins-

legisiative-

Sovereiga )
titarions of the executive and the

Local lcvel Institutions then became part of a

YD



independent
retain
patio-

and ialances, neot

order to

scheme of checks
of power. Farther in
state of unshared sovercignty,
aof the Presideast and the
retain  the right fto veto or
execute decision which run con-
This arrangement s
arrangement *7 hut

uniis
the unitary
nal level institutions
legisiative must
abort laws

trary to

and
interests.
long - leash
leash depends on the
If shorter the
tt would look

their
Kaown as ¢ the
the length of the
faith  of the
ieash given
like a

good
central government.

the more
administrative

in practice
convenience
The
into

strategy of
Wiiin  a state and nothing more.
Disirict Councils fall
this category of - Devolution ** and it
debated DDC’s
administrative
Central
political ~ will to
of power sharing
state. Later the Provincial
introduced in late 1987 was

unit of devolution eof power.

unitary
Develonment clearly
was

whether in were

practice for
power sharing units or
convenience, It

Goverament's

tools of
also depended on the
good faith and
implement scheme

within a

a genuine
unitary
system
advanced

Coupeil
another

2. 4 Autonomy
ethnic debate generally the auto
This ts closely related
Eg, The
less interfcrence
the

term

the
¢ an

In  any

nomy  concept is  used.

to  sutonomous institntion. Universities
bodies

function

ure  aUtONOmous from
but within
government. The

Secialist  Constitation  of
China. It is often read as
whereby the national central government
the  jastitutional
in  which

the ftop work
of the

the

frame
origin ded in
USSR and
arrangement
provides
and ideclogical parameters with-
life at
aufosomy

social and cultural theslogical

is
The
the system resein
the idesiogicai
through aufenomous
s{ate. it
Constttution.:]

evel can flourish. ' In general

a political term and wpot a Legal term.

greater  the
bles

space

ideClogical space

ol Federalism, the smaller
reseinbies

dafinite
what s

the system

an  upitary doss  smot  have

comnotations. biowever,

in devolution ap aufonomy is  political

these

51‘&‘;{1‘%

witl  and courage mat  ceniv  te enact

measures but also to educate pecple the pros
and cons of power sharing without arousiog
fears.

3. Decentralisation Process and

System Effectiveness.

3. I. Towards Decentralisation -
Historical FPerspective
In the plural society in Syl Lanka
with sub cultures within it, oone of the cuit-
ures is alien to e¢ne amother but fhey are
linked through certain common elements. Unftil
recent  times the people’s participation was

limited to the political proeess at both general

and local government elections. Decision making
and imgplementation was highly centralised, There
were agitations from the misority groups since
the 1930s to decentralise the administration.

In 1526, the late Mr. S W. R. D. Bandaravayake
felt the need for a federal type of government.
1n 1931. Donoughmore
the question of provincial councils

Comiunissioners examined
Tbe Commis-
sion sald... oo

€€ vesw. the argument in  faveur of

the establisbment of Proviscial Council in
such that a scheme might

the administrative

each Province is
resuit in a large part of
out in the
hands

Legislative
of persons per-
country districis

carried
info

work now

Council coming
magently residents in the
thus

needs ~voe  in

divectly in contes: with

members  of

and moie
their
body

country

Srowing
the
in an knowable posi-

of politically minded persons in

being placed

tion to render real assistance in the admi-

pistration, and ia an increase in knowledge

capacity of the representatives of lesser
podies who might be

Councils,

and

lseal summoned to sit

O]

in the

late Mr. 5. W. R. D.
Minister of Local Govera-
Regional Councils

Ia 1940, the
Bandarapayake as the
meni proposed the creation of



tn nine - Provinces ~and  the  -abolition of the
kachcheri system ‘for the decentralisation of the
administration, cultural and economic develop-
ment. This called for regional horizontali type
of planning compsred to sectoral planning. The
iatroduce the Bill in the
in his ownwords-

minister could not
State Council and

‘e - the Bill is ready, but it
impinges om the functions of my collegues
in ‘the Cabimet, have . to obtain- their con-
seat to all the implications of the Bill
jo the House

54

before 1 can intreduce

Tbe consuitation dragged oo without any
sabstantial rcsuits with this the interacial sus-

picien staried any by 1950s it teok a  pew
ywarn with  open ethnie comflicts between the
races,

In the 1950s there was a growing

recognition of the fact that some form of
regional | district autenomy should be the res-
Sighala / Tamil problems. (n 1955,
Commission recommended the setting
up of Regional Committees for transforming
tke Kachcheries into a  system  of Regional
Councils. In order to establish Regional Coun-
¢ils, the then Prime Minister Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandarapayake -in.reduced the Bili in the Parlia-
Before the Bill was iotroduced, there
agreemeni known as ‘‘ Bandaranayake -
The creation of Regional

ponse to
Choksy

ment.
was an
Seivasayagam Pact *°

Councils with powers to deal with land settle-
ment way a farther attempt in 1957 to decen-
traiise administration snd reduce the iensien
among the different races in tbe country.
Under the pressure from the political parties
the Prime Minister abrogated the pact. The

second saftempt o deceniralisation alsc failed.
The Tamil community:continued (o  give
pressure to ihe successive government to decen-
tralise . the admnistration in  order to safe
guard the minonty rights of power  sharing.
Again, the idea of deceafralisation ¢ome up

in 1967 when the W. D. V. Mabatanthila
Committee recommended to set up District
Councils to give more powers of decision

making to the periphery and make room for
popular participation. The Upit:d National Party
Government explained the . system and envisaged
that ° Councils will Dot be local authorities
but would be an extention 1o central govern-
ment ‘‘. The subjects assigned to them covering
food, amimal husbandiy, rural development.
It being understood that in the discharge
of these functions they were to act under
the direction of respective central ministry.
This attempt of decentralisation follows under
the catcgory of delegation of powers from the
respective ministrics, But the Prime Minister
Dudily Semanayake had to abandon this due

to opposition from the opposition parties as
weil as from the public. Ranasinghs ampli-
tied ;

o%¢ ...... The political force that led to
changes in the Centre - periphery relations
of adminisiration in Sri  Lanka could be
seen more clearly in the attempts made
by successive Governments for decentralisa-
tion of Administration in order to give
more decision - making poweis to periphery.
However, various attempts for decentrali-
during the pericd 1955 — 1970 have
up with little success due to vari-

sation
ended
ous social apd political forces °*.
( Suddata W. Ranasinghe, 1983 ).

Towards Devolution

The three attempis for decentralisation
failed miserably and a oy for separate sfate
for Tamils had been taken up by the ex-
iremist of the Tamil youth and it is there-
fore become neeessary fer the government to
strengthen the hands of the Tamil moderates,
the TULF who entered tne Parliament ;in 1977
determined to ask for separation., The UNP
Government in 1978 appointed a Presidential
Commission to imquire and report on the exj-
government With

3. 2.

sting structurz of the local
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a4 view o ascertais the manner in Which
economic development activity in a district
could be planned, The article 27 (4) of the

new Constitution of
follows :-

1978 whieh provided as

shall strengthen
democratic structurcs of
democratic rights of the
the administration

7 imes... The State
and broader the
government and
people
and by
for the
level in

by decentralising
afording all possible opportunities
people to participate at every
national life and in government. °’

The establishment of district developmen!
counclis by District Development Councils Act.
No- 35 of 1980, on the basis of recommen-
dation made by Presidential
Development Councils, is a
mark in the process of decentralisation im Sri
Lanka. It may be broadly viewed as a strategy
for decentralised development but it was also
comsidered as the only available political solu-
tion to Sinhala/ Tamil conflict. These Coun-
cils became the successions to Town Councils
and Village Coauncils. Effective devoiution takes
place only there is acceptance by all,
political parties did not contest the
The Tamil United Liberation  Front
of the seats in

Commission on
significant land

Some
elections.
won most
Northern and Easterm Provi-
expected this D. D. C. Act will
ertain  measure  of  devolution of
govern themselves, but it had been
Therefore,

neces. The
provide a
powers (o
a failure. a genuine atiempt to
decentralise powers to the periphery again
to  standstill.

came

Suddaita
e e 1 Wherk

W. Ranasinghe
regional
the changes

concludes,
administration is
concerned introduced into the
centre — periphery relation

tion have contributed to

of administra-
increased politicay

intervention in the process of exiending
executive power of the ceatre to the
periphery through different measures of

decentralisation. The recent changes that

were introduced for the devoiution of
executive powsr through District Ministerial
System and the Districe Development Coun-

cils should also be considered as a logical

exfentioa of past experience *’

{ Sudatta W. Ranasinghe, 1983 ).

3. 3. Controlled Devclution
through Provincial Councils
The unforiunate incidents of 1983 further
aggravated the problems and an ANl Party
Conference was smmnmoned in order to srrive at
a4 reasonable accepiable solution by all races

in the country in respect of devolution of

powcer to the periphery, The
willing to consider decestralisalion
tion, the Tamils
Of power. In the
put  forward,

government  was
of admiaisira-
want=d a  genuine devolmion
proposals that government
it appeared that they did nog
wish to go beyond decentralisation of admini-
stration through the District Development Coun-
cils. Tamil orgauisations asked for the creation
of a Regional Council on the basis

t'astern

of amalga-

mation of Northern and Provinees.

The compromise formula that emerged was the
the unit for

issues here

creation of Provincial Councils as

devolutiou of power The main

decentralisation of administration or devolution

of po wer: Deccentralisation revolving
around the District  Developmeat  Councils
and devolution of power around the Regional

Unit.
three main proposals (1) District Development
Councils (2) The Proviocial Unit (3) the
Regional Council which is demapded by Tamil
Final
power and not

Council and the Provincial There were

organisations. position was taken fo have

devo'lution of mere decentra-
tisatien of administration and it was also accep-

red as the feasible solution is devolution of

power to provincial units with power of legis-
lation to provincial assemblies on agreed sub-
jects. There will be three political levels that
will emerge from the proposals, Central, Pro-

vincial and Divisional. Central Gevernment of
Sri Lanka headed by the President elected by
the people. He wili be assisted by abiset of
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Ministers. Central Government will devolve many
of its functions to  provincial governments.
Keeping to itself macro planning aad providing

policy guidelines in respect of the devolved

areas / sectors. The Provincial Government will
have a chief minister from the political party
which secutres a majority in thc elections. He
will be the chiel executive if the province and
it is expected that he will have ©pot more
than six ministers to assist him. The iustitu-

the divisional level  will
The administrative
the Assistant

broad
powers.

tional arrangement at
be the Pradeshiya Mandalaya.
limits will be co - terminous with
Government Agest division. This is the
framework for devolution and sharing

But as the Tamils continue to agitate for the
amalgamation of provin-
ces, a

Northern apnd Eastern

temporary merger  was subject
to a referendum in ‘the East in a year's time
whether they like to
join with the Northern Province. This
tion of power is

earlier

given
function separately or
devolu-
more advances from all the
systems, and
and courage of the

how far the politicsl wil]

centre Wwill heip to achieve

the desired needs of minority is  still an
unresolved issue.
3. 4. Provincial Administration

Each province will have a Governor app-

ointed by the Executive President. a  Chief
Minister elected by the people, a Provincial
Council elected by the people of the represen-
tative provinces and a Board of five ministers
including ' the Chief Minister. They would be
responsible to the Provincial Council as the
Cabinet of Ministrs are to the Nauational Parlia
ment. The Provincial Board of Mipisters will
have the following subjects and functions ;

(1) Provioncial Administration in relation
(2) maintenance of
police
Court System
institutions —

finance

to provincial public service

law and order — through the provincial
service and the
(3) Local

through provincial

Provincial High
government and ruoral
administration (4)
labour —

and planning — employment investinent

{hrough the provinciai planning councii (5) econo-
mic isfrastructure — through the Provincial Admi-
nistration and services (6) Education youth
cultare (7) Health and socialservices — through
Provincial Services. Each minority at the pro-
vince is headed by a secretary. The Chief
Minister would have a  secretariat headed by a

Chief Secretary who is the link te Executive
Presidency at the Cenire and also io the Gover-
nor te provincial ministries. provincial departmeats
and npational

would have

ministries / departments /| authorities.

He also linked with Pradeshava

Sabhas.

3. 5. The Role of Pradeshiya Sabhas

The proviacial administration at the sub-
includes tlie local authorities com-
prising Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and
the recently estabiished Pradeshiya Sabhas. This

mainly on the

nitional level

aspect s development of the

country wusing the village as the base for the

development of the couatry.
limits of the

limits of

The area operation

on the administrative Pradeshiya

Sabha corresponds to the an  Idivisi-
onal A- G. A,
comprised in u
within the limits
It is
vices for the good

Division exclading amy  areas
municipality a town which fails
of such a. G. A,
to undertzke variety of ser-

and welfare of the inbabi-

division.
empowered

tants of that area. The Act empowers them
to undertake the following ianteralia, maternity
and child weliare services, health education,

provision of housing schemes, esiablishment of

cultural cenires etc.

'nder the provincial system it is pro-

poszd that the development activities and regu-

latory functions hitherto carried out by the
Kachcheries would be undertaken to the divisio-
nai level through the Pradeshiya Sabhas. Pra-

deshiya Sabha wiill be responsible for {ormulating
a development plan for its area (6 meet the
needs of the The implementation
of such plan will be fonded but of the

Ceunci!, funds

community .
grauts
allocated
the district members

made by the Provinciul

by the disiriet budget by
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of Parliament and the Pradeshiya Sabhas’ own
resources, There is a close relationship between
the Provincial Councils and the Pradeshiya
Sabhas which come under the administrative
supervision of the respective Provincial Council
which will act as guide, friend and philosopher
to Pradeshiya Sabhas. Under the mnew propo-

sals, all staff attendivg to development, services
delivery eor regulatory functions within the area
of authority of Pradeshiya Sabha, will be bro-
ught under the admiristrative contro]l of the
Pradeshiya Sabha under tbe leadership of the
divisional secretary. It has dynamic rele to
play in the development of their respective
areas.

4. Recemmendations

§. Structure of Devolution

1.4
build uwp confidence
groups the Government
through

To opreserve national unity and to
the
attempted to decentralise

Provincial to

among mul¢i  ethnic

administration Councils
the pheriphery. The country is trying to squeeze
Indian
structure recognises the
or States

revoke

devolution within a wenitary frame work
its

of

Constitution in very
sovereign will
does We
2 /3 majerity in the
the decentralisation of
a lasting solation
In

is

while ours
with a

regions
not . can any scheme
Parliament.  Therefore,
this may not be
to preserve national wumity and
India
recognised
attempt
the

the provisions
at height

there was

nature

integration.
lution  which
ours

there is a political devo-

and secure, whereas
decentrali-
frame work.
were drafted
conflict
little
then became important considerations
a unitary the
%/ abolisk
altogether. frame

the

i$ an at a political

sation within
Farther
the

administrative
of the Act
of national

) in which

no trust and very goodwill.
safe guards
especially
centre by
the scheme

work where

in
a

framework where

mere 3 majority
This

power

can

political
of

than

votiag
based
voting

minority
213 of
fo

groups regionully

the

less
give

is

nitional power rise a

certuin measure ol imsecurity to the minority.
Therefore it is of utmost importance that any
change in the Provincial Councii set up should
receive sanction by not only a 2 /3 majority

from the centre but also from each provincial

This will to great extent give pro—
tection to the minorities aud create more con
fidence in the present deccntralisation process.
Therefore rigid constitutional previsions should

the decentralisation pro-

council. a

be provided to

cess.

present

2 Provinciak

-

The structure of the
be further strengthened] by amal-
Fastern Provinces and
This will further
strengthen their security,
development. If a perma-
between these two
group, the Sisha-
at a disadvantage
of this
cordial

ok
Councils can
the North and

one o

gamating

bring them under 1
help the
identity and caltaral

takes

minority to
nent merger place

Provieces the majority ethmic
feel that they are
these provinces, But the success

depends how much

fese, will
in
type of merger
relationship the
{0 many
respect eof

these areas.

on

and has im

the

periphery
aspects

centere
of

administration

relation important in

and development of

structure for

143 In

of powers,

designing the
the ethnoregienalism could
In the Northern
Batticalea in the FEasiern pro-
in a majority. In Trincoma-
all the races, Sinhalese,
are almost On a
Tamil speaking people
could be taken as a
the Northern

devolution
be taken
Province

into consideration.

and ip
vince Tamils are
the percentage of
and Mauslims

basis, the
along the Muslims,
whole an
and Eastern provinces carved out,
leaving the Amparaij the
Province and Serawila in the Trincomalee district.
This regicn conld function on a lipguistic basis.
This will create the basis for the
Government to build up confidence and win the
of This c¢an even

a solutin to tho

lee
Tamils
linguistic

equal.

with

comprising
could be

district in

and area

Eastern

necessary

near(s the minority

and

races.

bring permanent lasting



which is now im a crucial
decentralisation of administra-

natienal

gthnic  problem
stage.
tion on a linguistic
unity, social and  cultural
the geodwill of the
Goverment  to

Therefore,
basis can bring
development,
races and the

given
majority

implement tie scheme.

2, Aliocation of Finance

A more serious limiting factor im the
Lanka’s appears to be the

Sri
devolution model
inadequacy of powers of the Provincial Coun-
cils to pecessary fimances on their OWE.
on finunce. The collec-
39, of tae

or o of the tax

/0
Commercial

raise
There are no provision
tion of revenue will be around
Government tetal

Feverne of the

revenue
Goverament.  Any
Bank borrowing by any Provie-
extent per-
by Pariia-

or Development
cial Councit  will
mitted by or

only be to the
under any law made

ment. Therefore it is clearly seen that in
Sri lanka the sources of reveuue of Provincial
Councils will constitute ouly a tiny fraction

Therefore, it is very
permit the

of the
necessary
Co neils

pafienal income.
Government  to
through

for the
revenue
develup

funds
utilise for
presumably be

to raise mere

or even from abroad to

ment purposes. Foreign aid will

negotiated on a governmeant to government basis
and  allocated by Sri Lanka Government to any
Yrovince {er  which

project or scheme in a

it has beea negotiated.

21 The Adminstratve Reformy Commiss-
ion has recommended that there should be fina-

nce commission and a wpationai planning  coum-
¢il chaired by the
the Chief Ministers Provinces uand the
relevant  Cabinet This
too will give a miore weightage to the Provin-

cial Council

President amd composed eof

of the

Ministeis of the centre.

system.

3. Deveolution of power

The elements of Sri Lanka’s devolutio-

nary model are loaded heavily in favour of

the centre. A case in point is the depen-

dence of the Provincial Counciis on the cenire

for their {inances., Therctfoie, some  doubls
arise about the degree ol autenomy supposed
to have been devolved particularly to geogra-

phical regions where ethnic minorities predo-

minate in certain = provinces.

Therelere, if Sri Lanka is to avoid a

similar situation by which the muajority comm-
unily esuld dominate any ethnic minority, the
provincial autonemy will have to go beyond

i3 th Ameodment to the Constitu-
provided. The

should have ro be a judi-

what the

tion has hitherto system of

devolution

{inascial

clous blend of both ‘¢ stimulus >’ and ‘'° con-
trol ** But trouble coud arise if << controls *’

This is
drawback of the Sri

overshadow  ¢¢ stimuius ** precisely a

ma jor Lanka’s model
rectified in

mino-

of devoiution. This has to be
confidence to the
financial deve-

order 1o give more

rity ethnic group in regard to
controlled experiment in
Lanka

needs

fution. Further, the

devolution and decentralisation in Sri
will have

of each

to genuinely accommodate the
community if the novel experiment

is to be productive of maximum results in

this wulti ethnic society of ours.

4. Land Settiement

The Sinbalese are of the unanimous view
that inter — provincial settlement projects should
ratio. The

traditional

be based on National ethnic Tamiis

demand that the concept of Tamil
homeland should be

should take

no setile-
alter the

recognised that

mernt place which will
Norihi  and East.

compromise has to be

Therefore
warked

ethnic balance of

some lype of

sclve this problems  Land
could be

respective

important
worked out  on
Provinciat

out to

ethnic
Councils
ratio, In

setilement
ratio  of  the
than on the
the present ratio can be
each province. This is all the
the Tamils will

rather national ethnic

this way, ethnic
maintained in

more necessary  as never e

prepared to setile down in Sinhalese majority
areas and the future increase in the Tamil
population could only be accemmodated in
Tamil minority regions.
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5.

ral
ties
in the Government Sector. Too much of Poli-
ticisation of the administration also is one of
the reasons for this type of development over
the years in the gevernment service. For the
ast

recruifed to the administrative service only 1 %

job - Cpportunities or 29 was given 1o the minorily Communiiies,
This has brought lot of {rastration among ihe
educated youth belonging tc the minority comm-

unities. The Government should take meaning-

The minority communities have a gene-
feeling while giving employment opportuni-

they are complstely neglected, particularly . :
ful steps to maintain a reguiar system of recr-

uitment based on etnnic ratic to give employ-
ment opportunties to all races ia all jobs in
the QGovernment Service. This cap 10 3ome
3 F ¥ . SOOtT he irritan mong the minority
5 or 4 years for every 100 Sinhalese ~ °Xtent sootne the irritant —among minority
groups.
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10 - 4 - 1977 Ceylon Daily News

NORTHERN SPORTS APRIL 977
ALL USLAND NETRALL CHAMPIONS

. = — * e s ———— e

Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls’ Coliege
Point Pedro.

For the first time in the history of Northern Province Sports

Jaffna School has won the coveted Netball Championship Shield. Havi

a

ig

come runner - up twice in the Netball ‘Tournament organised by the
Netball Federation of Sri  Lanka. Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls® College

has ecome off victorious organised by the Department of Education.

The final matches worked out at the Royal College grounds
ended on the 22nd of March this year. [t was a grand day for
the bashful damsels of Vadamarad:hy Hindu Girls’ College when they
Strode their ground against Holy Family Convent. Bambalapitiva and
came out with flying colours bringing glory and fame to their College

and the Northern Region.

There was much applause for the wonderful team work displayed
by the players. Their co-ordination and swift passes went o long way

to bring them victory

Special mention has to made of Anuradha Sinnathurar ( Captain

\
i

/

who covered the whole court and kept the team work going. Though

gentle and fragile in appearance she has been very bold and firm

n

her play. In no way inferior was Malarany Sinmah, the goal attack
whose swift and gentle passes, flawless receiving and gerfect shooting
gave her great prominence. Another noted palyer was Rathy Pasendran,
the goal defence the most difficult gposition to play. It 1s to  her
credit that she proved her worth as a sheet anchor and superb

piayer.
This team was coached by their energetic PTI Miss. 8, Sianathamby.

Hats off to the champions
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Db Mloonp!

Oh! Moony ! how beautiful
you are today!

Very round and fat

Bright and shiny

We are glad to see you

Aren’t you happy to see us?

Every mnight yeou change yourself
In shape and size
Small and big, then big and small
One day (or two) you are nowhere
In your face, fair and round today
I see a granny looking down here
What story is she telling us 7

Kathirgamini Indrarajah
Year 7 C

MY TOWHN

The name of my Town is Point - Pedro. It‘s near
the Sea. There are four thousand families here.

main occupateon of the peop

le is fishing.
are farmers, some are traders and some are

government Servants.

There are many buildings, There are banks

many govevrnment offices and Schools.

All provisions and goods are found in the

People need not go out to buy things.

There is a Dbeautiful beach, Now we see
many Ships at the jetty. Some are passenger

some are cargo ships- My Town is now

Markandu Mayooran
Year S A
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Why I wamni to be a Teacher

i —— e R -

For a gitl of my bent of mind teaching appears to be the
vocation. Many say that teachers are born and not made.

There is now a general feeling that a teacher is pocrly paid and

a teacher goes unhonoured and unsung.

1 have many valid reasons why I want to be a teacher.

1 like to advance ard widen my Knowledge. I like children. 1 want
to be an innocent child myself all the time I will amuse the
children and get amused by them I will learn to be kind, gentle

sympathetie These genuine qualities will make me loved by the

children and 1 shall for ever live in their hearts

A devoted teacher 1s a maker of men and women. He or
is part and parcel of established efficient schools and colleges.
teacher sows the seed for the upliftment of a literate and

powerful community The teagher is the backbone and top root of

community. When the main Root is harmed the Tree of

Community with all its branches withers and dies. Th: Almighty
(God himself is a Grzat Teacher, who imparts learning to all his
creatures in very subtle manner. The Creator is a ‘leacher of
Teachers, Teaching is positively a vocation and neot a profession
Hence 1 want to be a humble teacher of humble children.

prathmapiriya Gopalakirshnan
Year 10B
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ROAD SAFETY

Schoo! Children are the largest wnumber of roud users in the
world. Every year thousands of people die in road accidents. Hardly
a day passes without cny accident {n some part of the world
or Island. Unfortunately a considerable number af the victims are
school children. Therefore it is very necessary 1o teach the children
about road safety measures. It fis easier to teach them young but
they sheould be tuught correctly.

Children travel to and from their school i1 various ways.
Mostly in rural oreas the children walk to school. But now the
most comman mode of transport for sehool children is the bicycle.
Large number of children travel by buses and trains 1oo. The children
should be taught to look after themselves on the reads. They must
travel safely and at the some time they must allow others to muoke
use of the highway.

It is necessary for every chlld to know about the highway
code and 1he road siens, Most boys and girls teke to the road
on their bicycles without knowing anything about the rules of the
htghway. While riding they should always keep to the left. While
walking it is safe to walk on the right hand side of the road
facing the on coming vehicles, If ihere is a pavement we should
use it and pedesirian crossings are the safest places to cross  the
roads

Before we cross we must make sure whether the road is clear.
Then we must cross the road quickly. It is dangerous far more
than two people to walk abreast. We shouldn’t play on or near
the street

Those who travel by bicycle should keep their bieycles in
good condition A regular check of the brakes is very necessary.
Children who travel to schooi by buses and trains should avoid
foot board travelling. They may be thrown off the vehicles at
dangercous bends. Finally when vyou take to the road always be
cautious alert and courteous,

iavitha Gangatharan
Year 10 B’
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[ 7 3 *
Ftn incident F can mnever fForgok

e e e N A N T s e P Pt N P B o

I remember 1t was Sunday morning during the last vacation. After one
week of continuous ramn there was bright sunshine that day. So after break
fast my cousin Ranga and 1 went to wash our clothes at the well. As we
don't have electricty our tank is not filled always. However we enjoyed talk-
ing and laughing while washing the clothes.

Suddenly the wellsweep came down with a bang! The rope had given
way. 1 was shocked and shattered. It took a few seconds for me to realise
what happened. My cousin was not to be seen She had been drawing water.
I was so terrified and couidnt even shout Hoping against hope 1 looked in
to the well. My cousin was floating on ths water splashing her feet and
hands. Tt was like a bird fluttering its wings < Help!! Help!! * 1 shouted
“ Ranga has fallen into the well” But no one heard me. 1 ran to my
mother and told her what happened.

Just then, my uncle who came to see us, rushed to the well. We
followed him. He put one foot on the siep in side and dived into the
well. The next moment he was carrying my cousin on his shoulder A big
bucket was lowered into the well and my cousin got into it. She held en
to the rope and she was slowly and safely brought out of the well.

But I couldn’t understand how her hair wasn’t wet. She had not gone
under the water at all/

Sobana Baliachandran
Year 9 C

et
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A twrip to the sea beach

Though we had a short vacation [ enjoyed it very much. My cousin
Raji siapyed with us during the vacation. Raji was anxious to make a trip to
the seabeach. With my father's permission we got everything ready. i other
prepared our lunch packets, We took beach balls bathing suits, towels ond
spades. We left around seven in the morning on bicvcle. Father aiso accompanied us.

When we reached ihe Point Pedro sea shore we saw the labourers loading
and unloading the cargo from the ship. There vere a |ot of lorries halted at
the jetty. The 1. C. R. C. ambulance and vehicles ivere waiting for the patients
who had come form colombo after treatment. The men, women and children came
there to receive their relatives who hud travelled by ship.

Then father chose a place where there was clean sand, and we started
digging the sand with our spades, throwing beach balls ar each other, collecting
beautiful shells and generally having a grand time.

After we had a cup of tea my father toek us to the shallow water
and we tried our best to swim. I wis a liutle frightened to swim  but we
were very much thrilled to be in the water. After the sea bath we enjoyed
our lunch. Mather had not prepared such a fine lunch pefore.

But  for my bad Iluck it started to rain with thunder and lightning.
This was a sad ending to what we had thought to be a lovely day. We ran
for shelter ond waited. We decided to go home and reluctantly returned home
Even though this was a bit disappointing it was a  wonderful and enjovable
day.

Malayini Ariaratnam
Year § B



imporiance of FTeachers

B N e

Ignorance is a diszase, It must be cuored, if man, collectively and
individually, is to reallse his dignity. 1t is in  this field that the services of
a qualified teacher need to be requisitioned. This well - intentioned service finds no
parallel anywhere on the earth. The solemn duty of imparting knowledge to dispel
darkness and doubt, is heavy holy burden that rests solely on the shoulders of a
teacher whose importance in society is paramount and dynamic. A teacher, in th
true sense of the term, beyond any shadow of doubt, is next to God, and deserves
to be respected and honoured with piery and veneration. ‘¢ Either a Healer or =
Teacher he '’ counselled a sage of Anclent Greece to the youth of his times.

A teacher sacrifices his life for the enlighteament and batterment of the society.
A mother’s sacrifice, it is correctly spoken of, is primarily directed towards the good
of her children, whereas a teacher’s sacrifice with no expectation of any retarn,
is directed towards the mental upliftment and physical weil - bling of all children
under her care and comfort irrespective of caste or creed. A teacher knows every
child, every student, his ability, his state of hea!th, his anxieties and every thing
that concerns the progress of a youngster. It is the teacher’s decication that enraptures.
This type of service can verily and easily be described as self - less

One finds inspiration in the observation of a Chiness Philosopher that <‘Teacher
is like a ladder’ whereby be portrays that the educational progress of a child, step
by step, rumg by rung is watched and ably assisted by a well - meaning teacher with
keen self - less interest. The reward for such noble service finds its heaithy impact
on the mind of the teacher when the child comes out with intellectual brilliance in
the varied selected fields as Doctors, Engineers, Accountants and many more. In fact,
thz teacher feels doubly blessed.

It is no exaggeration to say that the teacher’s service is almost divine. A nation
¢an never march forward in aay sphere, any where, at any time without a teacher
says an American Educationist which pronouncement certainly merits deep gratitude.
Teachers are the back - bone of be society ang their importamce cannot be over -

emphasised.

Miss. Vasuki Chinniah
Old Student

‘“To be born a lady is am accident
But to die a lady, an achievement”’
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POINT PEDRO.

Aim The Poor and Needy Children are

helped so that thty can become
Worthy Citizens.

Mame of Desk Person:

awami @Liclrupa;tuntla

‘“ Have faith that you are all, my brave
lads, born to do great things! Let not
the barks of Puppies frighten you, no,
not even the thunderbolts of heaven
but Stand up and work!™

- CSwami qﬂ[ue[eananda
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