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Uduvil Girls College
Uduvil, Chunnakam
16 September 2004

Dear Member of St. Paul's Church,

The 20" Anniversary of the establishment of St. Paul's as a church is
indeed an occasion to celebrate. I am thankful to God that you have
been worshipping God here in your own community in your own
church for these two decades. In that time, with the help of God, the
Diocese, and the several pastors who have ministered to you, you
have been successful in improving your lives through your faith in
Jesus Christ. Jesus' message that all people are equal and precious
to God has inspired you to work toward the fulfillment of that
promise. Through these 20 years you have built the physical
structures of a sanctuary and a parsonage, but more importantly you
have built a community of faith that has supported your young
people so they have become bettereducated and thus able to improve
their own futures and the future of the whole community. Iadmire
your faith and determination, and applaud what you have achieved.

*You are fortunate to have the assistance of your pastor, Rev. Jude

Sutharshan. He believes strongly in the rightness of your cause and
he has the knowledge energy, faith, and resources to help you to
make great stride in the next few years.  Rev. Sutharshan is a man
with a broad vision for this community of Sathiyapuram and the
larger JDCSI community. He has an abiding belief in the equality of
all people before God. He will work for the justice that comes with
Christian love.
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I know that you are continuing to work toward your goal because I
am participating with you in one church project to help your
children. This came about because my niece, Ms. Kathleen
Sullivan, and I visited your church in July of 2003, at the invitation of
Rev. Sutharshan. We learned about what you have accomplished
through your self-help programs. Ms Sullivan told me she would
like for our family to do something to help you in your efforts for
improving the lives of your children. When I conveyed this to Rev.
Sutharshan he met with you and together you decided that an English
class for your children was the help you most wanted from us.

On July 317 those English classes began, with the participation of the
larger-Sathiyapuram community. They meet every Saturday and
Sunday evenings. We have had up to 30 children in the lower class
forages 5 to 10, and 12 older children. We are very thankful to have
the caring and skilled teacher, Ms. Arulranjini Assiah, from your
own community, to teach the classes. I have participated with the
children about once a week and get great joy from seeing how happy
they are to come and how enthusiastically they are taking part and
learning English. It is my belief that the best learning takes place
when the students are interested, enthusiastic, and actively
participating in their learning. It is wonderful to see the energetic
and continuing response of the children and the adults of the
community in this effort to teach English to your children and thus
give them a skill that will open yet more doors in the future.

God bless you in your mission. Thank you for letting me participate
with you.

Yours in Christ,
Grace S. Bunker
Missionary
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