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[The following article is the original of the foregoing.]
ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD’S BOOK OF NATURE.

Part L] On the peculiar properties of Matter. [CrarTER 4.

1. Matter has several peculiar properties. 1t has attrac-
tion besides the universal and-essential power of gravitation.
1st, the attraction of substances of like natures, called the
attraction of aggregation. 'Thus, drops of water placed up-
on a dry glass have a tendency to unite when near each oth-
er; and grains of quicksilver will almost always run together.

9. 1t is this attraction which makes the drops of rain as-
sume a round figure when falling from the clouds. There
is an equal tendency in every particle of substances of like
nature, as they press together, to press towards one common
centre; and thus drops of quicksilver, drops of water, drops
of dew, and so on, are always round.

3. Butthere are substances, unlike in their nature, as sol-
ids and fluids, that, under particular circumstances, exhibit a
mutual attraction; and, as it occurs most plainly between li-
quids and solid substances having capillary or hair-like tubes,
it is called capillary attraction.

4. It is this attraction which makes water, or any other li-
quid, hang about the sides of a Wine glass. If you hold the
end of a piece of sugarina cup of water for a short time, the
water will rise up through the little tubes between the cryst-
als of the sugar, and wet the whole. 'The water rises by cap-
illary attraction.

5. The third attraction is that which particular bodies
have for particular bodies, which is called chemical affinity.
Thus lime has a strong affinity for carbonic acid, a poisonous
gas or air, and gradually attracts it from the atmosphere. By
this means, lime purifies the air we breathe.

6. There are two other kinds of attraction: pamely, those
of electricity and magnetism. They are more curious than
the first three kinds, and perhaps more powerful; but we
know little or nothing of the laws by which these attractions
are carried on.
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7. With regard to the general nature of light and heat,
we are also nearly ignorant. We know them only by their
effects. Some think they are matter, but they do not exhibit
its common properties. 'They may have weight, but we have
no instruments fine enough to weigh them.

8. Itis known to every one thatbodies in general, as they
become heated, occupy a larger space, and have their parti-
cles more widely repelled and separated from each other than
in a colder temperature. Some, therefore, say that this re-
pelling power depends altogether upon the property of heat.

9. It is true, that heat makes the particles of iron repel
each other, so that the same lump is larger when heated than
when cold; it also makes the particles of aball of clay attract
each other, and come closer together, so as to make it very
considerably smaller. Thus we see heat is not always a re-
pelling power; most probably it is a substance, much finer
and lighter and more subtle than air.

10. The great source of heatis the sun. Dr. Herschel be-
lieves that the atmosphere or air of the sun is heat, and that
it is diffused in every direction, through the solar system.

11. Dr. Herschel also thinks that light is a substance,
perhaps the source of all visible substances, and the basis of
all worlds. On a bright night, we may often see a luminous
fluid which shoots out streaks of light. Dr, Herschel thinks,
from these immense masses of light, suns and worlds, stars
and comets have come forth. These things are wonderful,
and beyond our comprehension; but we can see that the starry
heavens are bright and beautiful, and we can feel that He
who made them is glorious.

12. ‘These reflections should teach us to be humble. We
call ourselves lords of the visible creation; yet, turn wherever
we will, we are equally unable to comprehend it. If we take
the microscope, it unfolds to us living beings, so small that a
million of millions of them do not occupy a bulk larger than
a common grain of sand. If we look through the telescope,
we see groups of worlds upon worlds, above, below, and on
every side of us, spreading through all the immensity of space,
and declaring, in sublime though silent harmony, the glory
of God. What is man, and what is our little world, when
compared with the universe?

yaHd Foomue.
[An account of the Pearl Fishery.]
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PANCHA-TANTRA-KATEL
[A Translation, &c —Continned from page 28.]
:t is true,"’ replied Karadakan, “‘but an unecasooable intrusion upon the Ra-
- will be uufavorable.’’
Though we suffer,’”” sid Tamanakan, ¢st is best to be near one’s mas-
" for king’s consult with him who in at hand. Creepers twine about the near-
“tree. Kings and women set their affections on those who wait upon and
‘ter them.” :
«T'rue,” said Karadakan, ¢‘but bow will you speak to him?”’
‘amanakan answered, *As plants spring out of seedsaftera plentifal rain, so
swers to the Rajah's questions will proceed out of my wouth, and if Jupiter
netimes errs inspeech why should not others? However if due regard be had
2 favorable opportunity no evil will follow. Kings will sometimes overlook
+ offences of him by whom their business is transacted, and will enable him
- prosper.”’
« But,”" interrupted Karadakan, *kings are as hard to be entreated as the
»untain rocks.”
«+True,” said Tamanakan, *‘but we should study each one’s disposition and
+ to ingratiate ourselves in his favor by smooth speech.”’
‘Having said this, he took leave of Karadakan and went to the Lion, and
2ing hitn et adistance, he prostrated himself, and then by permiseion drew
ar and seated himeelf. .
+<1 have not seen you for a long time;"’ said the Lion.
"¢« have occasion,” replied Tamanakan, *‘to come now to thy footstool,
‘herswise why should I come? What would be the use? Though kings cannot
» benefitted by any one, yet a small splinter will sometimes be of service to
ck the teeth; why then should we question the use of greater sticks? Be-
les, though kings may sometimes despise a virtaous person and reject him,
ill, will his integrity leave him? Though you invert the firebrand will the blaze
1| downwards? If his majesty employ a person whose integrity he bas well
sted he will promote the Rajah’s honour. Therefore despise me not as a
,aan Jackal. Does not the world worship the hog incarnation of Vishna?
.egard should be had to one's qualifications and not to his shape. Even a
aariot, though as big as a mountain, is supported by a small linch-pin. As
»c me, I am interested in his majesty’s affairs. If I obtain your favor it will
ppear that | bave knowledge of times and means and abilities to accomplish
1e king's parpose. These abilities, if employed, will shine under thy patron-
ge. Even swords and other weapons, fiddles and other musical instruments,
inds, women, men of talents, sciences, 8. all shine only under some one’s
atronage.”’
~ The i.'-on, well knowing that the king who has not a clever man in his pre-
ence will be dishonoured said, **Are you not the son of my prime minister?’
 «Yea lord,’” answered Tamanakan, with reverence, and was then silent.

The Lion enquiring if he had avy thing to say, Tamanakan said, “My Lord,

hough you have come to drink water you do not drink, but stand agitated and
indetermined.’’

“«“I'rge,” replied the Lion, *'I have lived andisturbed in this forest for a long
ime, but now I am obliged to guit thia place. I have heard a noise like thun-
der to-day—a noise I never beard before! Is not the animal which made it,
2ig as thunder! Therefore what you say on the subject will be law. You
nave come fortanately like a staff 1o a stambling man.”

~ *My Lord,” ssid Tamanakan, *Why be frightened at a noise? A few days
ago a man was greatly frightened at a great noise, but when he crept near to
examine the cause hehold nothing but a etick avd a skin®”’

The Lion demanding what he meant, Tamanakan related the following sto-
ry:  +¢A jackalbeing once pinched with hanger, roved about in quest of prey,
‘and on coming neara field of battle he heard, ona sudden, a tremendous noise.

Frightened almost to death, he cried out, ] am u dead man.’ But step-
ping forward, he discovered a large drum placed by the side of a tree, and
‘beaten by one of its limbs putdn motion by the wind. Of course he was com-
forted, when he saw nothing but the skin of the drumyand the stick. A mere
 noise should never frighten ope. If you will permit me, I will go and ascer-
‘tain the cause of this noise.”’ .

. The Lion assented.—Tamanakan went directly to the Bull Sanjeevakan,
~made friendship with him, and retarning to the Lion, prostrated himself, and
, thea stood befors him. :

+Have you ascertained what that animal is?>’ interogated the Lion?
Tamanakan replied, “I have made examination in compliance with your
order. He is asbalky as you had before imagined, but he craves your kind
favor. With your permission I will go back and bring him to you.”
““Very well, do s0;*’ said the Lion.
Upon, this Tamanakan went back to the bull, and with great civility brought
him and introduced him to the Rajah.
From that time the Lion called Pincalan and the ball Sanjeevakan lived
together many years in great friendship, and the Rajah bad no need of the com-
pany of any other. (To be continued.)
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[The advantage of Brotherly Love.]
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Summary of News.

JAFFNA.—We are happy to hear that it is the intention of the Govern-

’:ne’nt ‘?genl shortly to establish a Tappaal from Jatlna to Kaits to be conveyed
y land.

There is a good deal of sickness at present in Jaffna and its vicinity—a sor
of dysentery accompanied with fever, is the usual forin, Sevcral casesof Chol-
era have occurred ia the village of Allerverty.

The first Criminal Sessions for the Northern Province, for the year 1841,
was opened at Jaffna on Thursday the 4th inst. before the Honorable Joux
GoprriEp HILLEDRA ND, Esq. acting second Puisnc Justice. .

Crown officer—The Honorable JAMEs STARKE, EsQ. Queen’s Advocate.

H. J. StarrLEs, EsQ. Advocate for prisoners.

There were altogether 21 Cases in the Calendar for trial, but none of them
were of a very serious nature except one of Assault, Robbery uud Ear-cutting,
f-om the District of ‘Tenmeratchy and Patchelepally; the parties in which
were convicted.

Une Case of Robbery and abduction, from the District Court of Manaar,
was withdrawn by the Queen's Advocate.

in a case of Manslaughter, from Manaar, the prisoners were acquitted.

Up to last Monday, 13 Cases had been disposed of—and it is supposed that
the trial of the remaining Cases with the hearing of the Appeal Cases will ne-
cessarily protract the Sessions till the 3d or 4th of March.—Communicated.

COLOMBO.—C. R. BuLLkr, Esq Government Agent for the Western
Province. embarked for Bombay on the 8th inst. with the view of proceeding
10 England via. Egypt.  The (Governor has appointed P. E. Wopznovusk,
Fsq 10 act for Mr. BULLER in his ubsence.

RoeeRT LaNGLow, Esq. has reccived the appointment of District Judge
of the District Court of Colombo, No. 1. south.

3. Jumrav, Esq. has received the appointnent of Fiscal for the Western
Province.

A reward of £ 21 is offered for the apprehension of a prisoner named
Poonche Cullua, who made bis escape from Kandy on the 31st ult

"T'he Observer of the 8th inat. has anarticle on the encouraging prospects
heid out to Ceylon by the formation of Joint Stock Companies. The Agri-
cu'tural Joint Stock Company, **which is engaged in Coffee Planting, and will
aiso undertake the cu'tivation of Sugar’’— has a capital of £ 15.000. Asimilar
Association, with a capital of £ 5,000—for the cultivation of Cinnamon, has
been formed.—It is also stated that there is a proposition on foot amongst the
Challias or Cinpamon pecling caste, to subscribe £ 10,000 for the pqrchase
of Cinnamgn Gardens of the Government. We are glad to see this indication
of a new spirit of enterprize in the natives of (‘eylon, and hope it may be at
tended with such as shall age the more tardy and inefficient to
similar undertakings. .

The natives of Colombo are making preparations for a ball and sapper—in
houor of His Exce!lency the Governor—before bis cxpected departure.

BATTICALOA.—Heathenism, in this province, is evidently oo t» .
crease. It is n remarkable circamstance that, within the last few mocu
less than five heathen temnples have been plundered. Nothing has bex
but idols, and they have been stripped of all their jewels; and in oue iosu ¢
the idol, which was made chiefly of silver und brass, was taken away us .

A short time ago, I went into the country to visit my schoo:s, and dist -
tracts. In one large village, Parea-Kallar, 1 placed mysel{ near the i~...
temple, and was soon surrounded by many of the inhabitants, when, v |
surprise the officiating Brahmin stood up and made the following decar .
¢*I believe that the gods we worship are false gods, and that they cart:
save us. I believe there is but one true God, aud that is the God worer;
by Christians. I act as the Brahmin of this temple, merely for the s .
living; if I were not to do so, myself and fumily would starve. I have:,
mising lad in your school; you may dv with bim as yon like; I shall beg.
he hecome a Christian.

During the same journey, I passed through a village I bad not heard .
fore. I enquired of the inhabitants if they would like to bave a scbool. ~.
replied, they wouald be very thankful for onc. I promised to send tb: .,
school-master, if they would provide a place: they engaged to do so. V
the school-master went, no place could be found but the heathen temp'e !
commenced; and now eighty-one boys are taught every day, out of Cur-.
books, in this heathen temple — The Rev. C. Hole, from the Friend. ‘,

INDIA.—The Cholera has made its appcurance at Calcutta, much a5
than is usual, and nuwmbers of natives are carried off by it dauily .— Lhe i+
lar habits and diet of the natives and tho want of cleanliness in their bc=3
and persons, are sapposed to increase the virulence of the disease.

The young Rajah of Burdwan has presented the princely surn of 10 «
Rupees—to be appropriated to various benevolent and educational instia:. |
in Calcutta.

The Court of East India Directors have lately engsged three experiez,
Cotton p'anters from America—to come out to India for the parpose o -

proving the cultivation of Cotton in the Tinnevelly district. These gent.e..a
bave ariived at Tinnevelly. It is said, they are much dissatisfied with the
adequate provision made for their personal comfort and the want of p:.;
msans and assistance to carry forward the objects of their mission.
" 'T'he Government of Bengal has directed the appropriation of 30,00t~
pees to the erection of cells for so.itary imprisonmeut ut Calcatta, J*arn: -
Benares, as an experimental measure.
Captain Warden, of the schooner Ariel, has been fined 250 rupees, for =
taining letters on board his ship, in May last.
‘I'he Merchants of Bombay subscribed in the course of a few days, t:t
L’Aguihas Light House Fund, the sum of 6,000 Rupees.

CilINA.—By the latest accounts from China—ol the 26th Dec. it was =

pected that an attack would shortly be made on the Bogue Forts —The sz

were getting ready for action, and a steamner had been =ent to the islun
Sow Chow 10 bring up the 37th Madras Native Infuntry—und the Benga

eateers, encamped there.—No answer had been received to the lust Chos:f

Ke-shen, and if nooe arrived by the 28th, the atiack was to conimence.

The Rev. Mr. STANTON who was kidoapped, and imprisoned by the
nese—had heen released and sent in charge to Capt. Elliott. His imprison=-
was at first rigorous, and Mr. STANTON thinks it was the first intention o/ -
Chinese to have execuied him, but he afterwards experienced kioder tr::
ment, though kept in close confi t till his release.

PERSIA.—It is said that ¢‘the whole of Persia is in a most unsettled st
“Ally Shah, son of the late King of Persia, is determined to make ac -
fort for the throne  All the hiil chiefs, and those in the South West of Fer:
as wetl os the chief of the Chaub Arabs, and the people of Kerman, areis -

favour and will join him. Besides this he has all the priesthood of Per:: ‘

with him.”’

TO CORRESPONDENTS.—We are indebted to *‘a Subscriber"’ for:
interesting Anecdote he has kindly sent us, but as it does not accord witt!*
plan of our paper to publish selections from English Literature, uoles:
translation in Tamil is also given, we must decline inserting it.
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