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[The following article is the original of the foregoing.]
ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD'S BOOK OF NATURE.

Parr ]  How was the world formed!  [Cuapter VI

1. In the last chapter we took a brief survey of the solid
crust of the earth. The conclusion, to which the apjear-
ances of the rocks and minerals lead us is, that the materials
of the globe existed, at its earliest period, in one confused
and liquid mass. It seems these materials were afterwards
separated and arranged by longand progressive order of op-
erations, and a uniform system of laws. The chief laws of
this arrangement appear to be those of crystallization and
gravitation.

2. But it further appears, that the materials have been shak-
en, and broken, and thrown in every direction by some dread-
ful earthquake, or flood, which has extended to every region,
and thrown a great part of creation into one pramiscuous
jumble.

3. If the earth was ever a fluid, it must have been made
so either by FIRE or waTer. Some learned men maintain
that the solvent was fire. They say the earth, atits creation,
consisted of a fiery mass of matter, similar to the lava that is
now thrown out from volcanoes. They also think that the
whole inner mass of the earth is, at this day, entirely com-
posed of this burning liquid lava; and that the crust of the
earth, formed in cooling, is only about sixty miles thick, in
some places not even so much.

4. Another class of learned men assert that the solvent,
which held all matter in a liquid state, must have been wa-
ter. ‘This water, they tell us, was produced by a union of
the hydrogen and oxygen air, evolved out of the general
chaos at the first formation of the earth. Every material be-
ing thus held in a state of thin paste or solution, the granite
began to crystallize first, as it was in the largest quantity, and
so consolidated, and forms the foundation of the crust of the
earth, perhaps the nucleus of the globe itself.

5. The other rocks then began to crystallize and consoli-
date, in the manner in which we have traced them; some of
these before the granite was quite firm, which is the reason
we have beds of these in the granite formations. At last,
we find remains of vegetable and animal materials, which
_ proves these existed when the newer classes of rocks were
formed.

6. This system which makes water one of the chief agents
in the formation of the world, is called the Neptunian theory.
It admits that there are subterranean fires, to a certain extent
and that these firesare active in volcanoes, and, probably, in
carthquakes, but then, every thing does not go by fire and
steam.

7. The account Moses has given of the creation agrees
with the Neptunian theory. There are two distinct facts sta-
ted in the two first verses, of the first chapter of Genesis,—
«In the beginning, God created the hcaven and the earth.—
And the earth was without form and void: and darkness was
upon the face of the deep; (or abyss.)—And the Spirit of
God moved upon the face of the waters.”

8. Here, then, we find the first change of the formless
chaos, after it was created, was into a state called waters,
probably a thin paste, in which all the materials of the rocks
and earth were held in solution. On these waters the Divine

| ECL2%na OFTE B35S St-ajnCaCaETLIE 5D )

|
|

Spirit began to move, or operate. Then this formless :4

{

acquired shape, but it was got done at once.- It tooké

days, or generations, (that is, periods, we know not hos ¢
the time in a period,) to finish the creation. ]
9. The first day, or period, light appeared, that is, 1,
inous matter, which gave light, without the assistance «"
sun or moon, for these were not yet created. Lightand -
are the most fine, and have the least weight, of any subst-.
and hence, by the laws of gravity, these would rise first:.
the formless mass.

_ 10. The second day, uprose the fine fluids, which for: -
air, or atmosphere, and this circled round and made the :+
sky. During the third day, or period, the waters, thati 3
grosser and heavier fluids, were strained off and gathere:
gether in the vast bed of the ocean, Then the dry lax
gan to appear, and soon the vegetable process commer-
the surface of the earth or mountains was covered with pi|
And here we see the reason why petrifactions of plants s
be: foupd in rocks of earlier formation than those which *é
tain animal petrifactions. The vegetables began to grow s
these rocks were forming,and before the animals were cre::

11. During the fourth day, or period, the sun and ]
were set in the sky. 'The solar system was finished, its it
were established, and then seasons, days, and years, "
number them, began. '

12. The fifth period was allotted entirely to the forms:
of the creatures that live in the water, and to the birds of
alr,'mostly water-fowls, The ocean, and the air, and u
loftiest mountains, were the only parts then, probably, i
bitable.

:3. But the sixth day, or period, came. The earthw
covered with vegetables, and all was ready to suppor:
mal ll_fe. Then, the beasts of the earth, the cattle and e
creeping thing, were made; and, last of all, God created o
All was finished, and the Creator saw that it was good.

14. Such was the beautiful order of the making of i:
world, according to the Bible; and if we search the Bo:
Nature, it will confirm the truths which Moses has recorct:
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[Brief descriptions of the most remarkable aninials that inhabit the earth,
illustrated by cuts on a comparative scule.]
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PANCHA-TANTRA-KATEI],
{A Translation, &c—Continned from page 89.]

On hearing this Karadaken demanded what he should do? v

Tamanakan replied, “If a thing is lost, it must be found; the thing whict
may be acquired, must be acquired; impending danger must be avoided: he
who can do these things, is a king’s minister indeed. Our present difficulty
arises from the friendship between Pincals and Sangeevakan; and it is only
by destroying this friendship that we can obtsin our food.””

To which, Karadaken asked, **Who is sufficient to do this> Can the bril-
lianey of a diamond be separated from the dismond itself? Is not this an im-
possible thing?**

““What do you say?’’ said Tamanaken, ‘‘May we not do that easily by strat-
agem, which we cannot do by strerigth and courage’ Do you not know that
a crow once killed a serpent by merns of a golden chain. *’

‘“‘How was that*’ demanded Karadaken, eagerly.

Tamanaken roplied,—** There once lived in the hollow of a grent trée a pair
of crows, who were fora long time uadistdrbed, but at 4 a booded snake
came and took ap his residence in the same tree, and sucked all their eggs.
They were much pained at thi misfortane, and the female crow not knowing
what to do, went to her friend a Jackal, and having stated the case, she beg-
ged to know by what means her eggs might he preserved. The jackal said,

ou must kill the serpent by stratagem, as the trab killed the stork, by excit-
ng in him an eager desire to eat many crabs. But how could the crab kill the
atork? said the crow. T'o which the jackal related the following story:

An old stork who had lived samptuously all his days, chiefly upon fish,
came one day to a tank and sat on the bank with a sad countenance. The
fishes of the tank seeing him, said, Pray why do you sit idle on the bank,
without seeking for food? The stork replied, It is trus, my usual food is fish;
but the fishermen will some here to-day and catch all the fish, and I shall be
in want. I am therefore too much distressed to make any effort to procare
my food. The fishes, hearing this, counselled together and said, He who has
made known to us our danger, will also be able to tell us how we may escape ;
then addressing the stork, they said, We entreat thee to deliver us from this
dang:r. ‘The stork replied, I have not strength and skill enough to fight with
the fishermen ; besides, I am too old I will, however, if you please, carry you
to another place, where you may live a long life without danger, and It
by so doing, secure in my o0ld age the name of a benefactor to strangers. Then
these ignorant and foolish fishes, believing the words of the stork, and boping
to save their lives, entreated him to do as he had sald. 8o the canning stork
took them one by one in hia bill and eating some, he laid the others on a rock to
dry for his fature use. When this was done, a crah wha lived in the tank
came near and addressed the stork, O gracious preserver of life, may it please
thee to carry me also whore you have carried the fish! 'T'he stork was much
pleased, thinking that in a time of good luck every thing is easy—and taking
up the crab, he walked off with him. The crab seeing the dead fishes and
fish bones strewed in the way and the fishes drying on the rock, said within
himself, Alas! how many fishes has the stork killed; and now he intends to kill
e also; therefore I must be before hand and kill him first ‘Then addressing
the stork, he said, you bave labored hard to bring me thus far, and I am under
much obligation to you; but I have many companions in the tank who will
also be glad to be served by your kinduess; if you will therefore carry me back .
I will bring them to you. The stork, on hearing this, having a great desire of
gormandizing sach food, was induced to return, and ss he approached thy
edge of the tank, the crab seized the neck of the stork with his claw and sev-
ered his bead from his body, while he fell into the tank and happily escaped.

In this manaer said the jackal, you mast kill the serpent. By what strata-

em shall I kill the serpent? asked the crow. The jackal replied, Go to the

thing room of the king’s daughter and you wlll observe hier jewels which she
bas taken off and carefully laid down; take one of them in your bill so that all
the people may see it, and while they watch you, fly to the treo and drop it
into the hollow where the serpent is concealed. The crow did as ber friend
advised her, upon which the servants of the king ran to the tfee and split it
open, to find the jewel. A they did this, the serpent came out, hissing with
rage, and was cut to pieces. Thus the desire of the crow was realized. There-
fore, said Tamanakan, all things may be accomplished by stratagem. Whoso-
ever is wide is strong. But he who is without wisdom, where is hia strength?
—Even a Rabbit, in times of o!d, killed a Lion by medns of his wit!"’

*‘Pray how was that!*’ said Karadaken.

Then Tamanakea replied by relating as follows:
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summary of News. }-
JAFFNA—A public meeting was convened at the Coart House, or '3

ing a *‘Friend in Need”’ 8ociety. Captain Cochrane baving beea ci:§
the Chair, opened the meeting by a brief address, stating the object for £
they had assembled. The meeting was then addressed by the Ri* -
Pracivavr, and Mr. F. C. GRENiER, shewing the importance of i» 48
such an institution, and the great usefulness which it might be hoped v+

tesult from ite formation, if liberally supported by its friends. We ndrrt

.

ghy evening the 8th instant, according to appointment, for the purpose o’ g ‘

that the monthly gubscriptions amount to £8.
Thomas Mortimer, a Cutechist connected with the Charch Missionar 1,
ciety, who last year accompanied the Rev. W. ApLey to England o p’l
turned in the *‘Iris,”’ which lately arrived at Colombo
Miss Twexpig, who has comne out from England, we believe und:
auspices of the *Society for promoting Female Lducation in the East,” §
the view ofassisting the REv. P. PERCivaL in the youngLadies® Schooid
der his care, arrived in Jattna from Colombo on the 5th inst. *
Dr. KeLLy lately arrived in Jaffua from Colembo, by the *‘Faney.”
CHINA—CIRCULAR—TO HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY s SUBJECD
Macao, 20th January, 1&41. .
Hor Majesty’s Plenipotentiary has now to announce the conclusion o' -¢%
liminary arrangements between the imperial Comumissioner and himss. 3
volving the foliowing conditions. :
1. The cession of the island and harbour of Hongkong to the British crort
All just charges and duties to the empire upon the commerce carried ox rj

Py

Il

to be puid, as if the trade were conducted at Wharmpoa.
2. An indemnity to the British goveramont of six millions of dollan.«&
million payable at once and the remuinder in equal annual instalments exy *
in 1846.
8. Direct official intercourse between the two couatries upon an equal ey |
4. The trade of the port of Canton to be opened within 10 days aiter 3
Chinese new year, and to be carried on at Whampoa, tilt farther arrangen:§
are practicable at the new settlement: details remuin matter of negociatiez | *
(Signed)  CuanrrEs ELLiorr, Her Majesty's Plenipotestizr

It is said that the imperial sanction must be obtained before these cond: s °
can be ratified, and there seems to be still a degree of uncertaiaty abou! % _
final resu't. Capt. EvriorT had bad a formal interview with the imp :
Commissioner Ke-Shen. Up to the 12th of February the trade with U3 |
had not been resumed. 1
TAKING POSSESSION OF HONGKONG.—On Tuesday the 26th Jan. the B+ -
tish flag was o be hoisted at Hongkong, and a portion of the force to diesi
barked, to take formal possession of the island in the name of Her Msje:

I
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